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Administration of India 1939 


Rdgning Sovereign — Hie Majesty Gewge tlie VI 


India Office 

Saerstary of Stiite for India— ‘Most 
Hon. tlio MfirriiiPRS of Zetland, p. c., 

«. C. I. JL, K. C. X. K. 

Permanant Under-Saeretary of State- 
Sir F. Stewart, r,.(.M.K., k.cs.i., c.b.i. 

Parliamentary Under-Saaretary of State- 

lit. Hon. TiOrd Stanley, M.r., m.p. 

Advisera to tba Saeratery of State- 
Sir A. Hamaswami Mnduliar, Sir Horace 
WilliamBon. Sir Joseph Clay, Sir Henry 
Strakosch, Sir !R. Glan( 7 , Knan Baliadur 
Sir Alaltil Oimdir, Sir Allan Parsona, 
Sardar Bahadur Mohan Singh. 

High Commlationar of India— Sir 
Fcroxc Khan Noon, Kt. 

Trade Commissioner for India— Dr. D. 
B. Meek. 

Government of India 

Viceroy and Oovernor General 
His Excellency The Most llononraldc 
The ^larqucss of Linlitligow, r.(’., K.T., 
0.11.E., p.l., t.i>. 

Commander^in -Chief in India 
His Excellency (Jcncrul Sir Bobert A. 
Cassels. o.i’.ii., n..s.o. 

Members of Council 

The. Honourable Kunwar Sir Jagdish 
Prasad, K.c.s.i., c.l.E., o.ii.K. (Education 
Health and Lands) 

The Honourable Sir Muhammad 

Zafrulla Khan, K.c’..s.i., C.I.E., o.b.b. 

(Law) 

The Honourable Sir Reginald Maxwell, 
K.c.fs.i., c’.i.K., (Howe) 

The Honourable Sir Andrew Clow, 
C’.S.T., C.r.E., (Comjuuni cation) 

The Jionourahle Sir Jeremy Raisman, 
(VS.I., C'.I.E., i.e.s. (B'inance\ 

The Honourahlc l)iwan Bahadur Sir 

A. Ramaswami Muduliar, (Conimcrce and 
Labour) 

Numerical Strength of Parties 

(a) In Central Assembly 


Congress Party 47 

Muslim I.f‘jigiic Party 20 

Congress Nationalists 11 

European Group 10 

Xon-l*arty 20 

OOlcials 20 


(b) In Council op State 

Tiidepcndcnt Progreasivc Party 
CongresB Party 
MiiBlim League 


dlvernment of Bengal 

Governor 

Lord Brnbournc, G.c.8.r., g.c.le., m.c. 
(Apjiointod Novemto, 27, 1237.) 

Counell of Minlsten (Coalition) 

Hon. Mr. Abul Kasem Fazlul Huq, 
Chief Minister {Education) 

Hon. Mr. Nolini Banian Sarkar, 

mnanee) 

Hon. Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, Kr. 

(Revenw) 

Hon. Nawab Khwaja Uabibiillah 
Bahadur of Dacca (Local Self-Oovt,] 
lion. Maharaja Srish Chandra Nandy. 

{Communicatioyis and Works) 
Hon. Mr. Hussain Shaheed Suhrawardy 
(Commerce, Labour, Rural Recount ruction) 
Hon. Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin k.c.lr.. 

(Home) 

lion. Nawab Miisharraff Hussain, 
Khan Bahadur, (Judicial & Legislative) 
Hon. ISilr. Prasanna Deb Rnikiit 

(Forest and Excise), 
Hon. Mr. Mukiinda Bchari Miillick, 
(Co-operative Credit & Indebtedness) 
Hon. Mr. Tainijiuldin Khan (Public 
Health, Constitution and Election) 

Numerical Strength of Parties 

(a) In AS.SEMBLY 
Govt, Suppoiders 

Muslim Coalition consisting of Proja, 
Muslim League Parties 90 

Scheduled Caste Group 11 

Euroi»enn Group 25 

Anglo-Itidian Group 4 

Hindu Nationalist Group 7 


Opposition 

Conjgress Party 
Proja, Krishak 
Proja, Members 
belonging to no 
party, St^wuled 
caste group. 
Nationalists 


1 


155 

53 

58 


140 


111 
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In Oooiroit) 
Chnt, Sufporttn 
TJiisUicli6d 
Krifttk PrRja Ftoty 
I^eagua Fitriy 
Eatqpttui Groap 
No liSy 


QppotitWptt 

Oongress Qnmp 
Prui^ressive Torty 
No Forty 


2 

9 

7 

6 

16 


13 

6 

5 

"24 


Nnntrteol Slioagtk of Foitioo 

(a) Ik Assembly 

CdogiBBi Forty 
Opposition 

Muslim League Forty 
Independent Labour Party 
Progress Party 
Peasants k Peoples Party 
Peasants k Workers Party 
Democratic Swaraj Party 
Independents 


Total 


80 


14 

12 

8 

8 

5 

13 
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Goversunent of Bombay 

Goveraor 

H. E. Sir Bogcr Lumlcy, Ci.c.T.iL. t.i>. 
Connell of Ministers (Oong&ess) 


(b) Ik Council 

Congress Party 14 

Opposition 10 

Total 30 


1. Hon. Mr. B. G. Khcr (Pnaic 
Minister) Political & Services^ Education 
and Labour^ 

2. Hon. Mr. A. B. Lathe,— A‘/nittoe, 
Rural Demlopmcnt dt Agricultural De^ 
partmeut 

3. Hon. Mr. K. M. Mnnshi— ATomc 
and Lcgalf Medical^ Public Health 

4. Hon. Dr. D. 1). Gilder-^c^a/t/i & 
Excise, 

5. IJpii. Mr. M. II. Dosai— /?<?vcnf£c. 

0. Hon. Mr. L. M. Patil— Z^ocal Self- 
Qooernmeut and Miscdlanooua. 

7. Hon. Mr. M. Y. Nnrie— Pud^te 
Works, 


Parliamentary Seeretarles 


1. Gulsorilal Nanda. Esq., P. S. to 
the Honourable the Prime Minister 
(Labour) and to the Hon’ble Minister for 
Excise. 


2. B« M. Gupta, Esq., P. S. to the 
Hon’ble Minister for Home Department 
and to the Hon’ble Minister for Local 
8elf-Govemment . 


3. Mrs. Hansa Jivnd Mdita. P. S. 
to the Hon. Prime Minister {Education) 
and to the Hon. Minister for Healtsh. 

4 . M. P* Fatil. Esq., F. 8. to the 
Hon. Biinister for Fmance. Rural De- 
vdlopment and Aitriculture. 

& T. R. Nesvi, Esa., p. 8, to the 
Hon, Minister for Public Works, 

a R a Hiray, Esq., P. R to tike 
Hon. Minister for Revenue. 


Government of Madras 


Qovemor Lord Erskiac, G.c.t.B. 


Council ol Ministers (Congress) 


Hon. Mr. Rajagmialachari, Pntne 
Minister (Public and Finance) 

Hoii. Mr. T. l*rakaBaiu, (Hevenuc) 

Yakub liaBan, (Public Works) 
Bubbarayaii, (Education and 

T. B. S. Bajan, (Public 

Health) 

Hoii. Mr. V. I. Muniswami Filial, 

(Agriculture and Rural) 
Hon. Mr. V. V. Giri, (Industries ana 

Labour) 

Hon. Mr. B. llamuathau (Adminis- 
tration Reports and Public Informations) 
Hon. Mr. K. Raman Menon, (Courts 
and Prisons) 

Hon. Mr. B. Goiala Beddi, 

(Local Admcntsfra(Km) 


Legal) 

Hon. Dr. 


Nuamrleal StiengUi ef Parilea 

(a) In Assembly 
Oovt, Supporters 
Congress 
Opposition 

Justice Party 17 -^ 

Moslem League 13 

European Group 7 

Anglo-Indian Group 2 

independenta 12 

National Democrats i) 


159 

55 


214 



(*wr) 


l9 Oomoa 
Oovt ByppotrfUTB 
Gongmt 

OpponUm 
Ju«tiee Party 

Muetim Grotii^ 4r 

Independents 12 C 

National Democrats 5^ 


27 

27 


54 

Govt of the Uaitedl Proviaces 

Garemer 

His Excellency fiir Harry Graham 
Haig, K.CA1., LC«B. 

Comidl of Nliiistm ^Congress) 

Hon. Shri Govind Ballabh Pant, b.a., 
LT..B.I Premier and Minister of 

Home Ajfdirs and Pina/nee* 

Hon. Mr. Rad Ahmad Kidwat, B.A.« 
lf.L.A., Minister of Hevenve and Jails, 
Hon. Dr. Kallaeli Nath Katjn, M.A., 
M.L.A., Mitdhter of Justice, 
Development, Agriculture and Veterinary, 
Fon. Mrs. Vijaya Lakshml Pandit, 
II.UA., Minister oj Local Self-Government 
and Health, 

Hon. Hafi 2 Muhammad Ibrahim, 
n.A*, LTi.n., M.L.A., Minister of Communica- 
tions nnd Irriqatim, 

Hon, Shri Snmpumaiiand, B.8C., 
II .L. A., Minister of Education, 

Parliamentary Secretaries 

Patliamentary Secrefories to the 
Premier and Minister of Home Affairs 
and Finance 

1. Shri Venkatesh Narayan Tiarari, 
II.A., LL.B., M L.A. 

2. Dr. Mahmud TJlIah Jung, M.A., 
LL.i>.i Bar-at-Law, 

3. Mr. Muhammad gulemon Ansari, 

M.A., M.L.A. 

4. Kunwar Anand Singh, if.L.A. 
(also Chief *^ip to Govt). 

Parliamentary Secretaries to the 
Minister of Revenue and Jails : — 

1. Shri Ajit Prasad Jain, mla., ix.b., 

M.L.A. 

2. Shri Uukum Singh, B.A., LL.B., 
lf.T«A. 

3. Shri Gopi Nath Srivastava, if4..A. 
Parliamentary SreretarieM to the 

Minister of Justice, Agrieulturs^ Devdop- 
msnt and Veterinaipi— 

1. f^ri Jugal Kioliore^ iiJk. (Oxmi.), 

“‘*2^ ShriBehariM, ML.A. 

PafUamentary Seeretsary fo the. 
Minister of Local Self-Qovsnmsid amt 
HsaHh 


filst Athmaim Govind Klor, S.A., 

|IX.Ak 

PorficNMiifarv Seerstarp to Ids 
Mksisler of Sdueation 

Shri imia Singh Eaae^ Bdt., tOAJu 

(GlaiigoiOi Jix«A« 

PaMmentary Secretary to the 
Minister )' of Commuweaiions . db 

Lakohmi Natain, n.A. (Hona.), 

MJUC. 

Kvmorieal Shm^ of Paitioo 

(a) In Asseiibly 

Gongrosi 147 


MoBum Jioague 
Independent Party 
Not attached to any Party 
Vacant 


Total .^28 
(b) In Council 


Congress Party 14 

Nationalists 13 

Iiidci>endcnt Party 8 

Not attached to any Party 23 


Total GO 

Government of Behar 

Governor— His Excellency Sir Maurice 
Gamier Hallett, k.(;.p.i., c.i.b., Lr.8. 

Council of Ministers (CoKcmRSis) 

(1) Tlie llou’blc Mr. Shri Krishna 
Binha (Prime Minister) Home Affaire^ 
Revi^nve and Legislative, 

(2) The Hon'ble Mr. Anugrali Xarayon 
Singh— /Tinnwe*?, Local Self-Government 
ana Public Works, 

(3) The Hon'ble Mr. Baiyid Mahmud, 
Educationy Development and Employment, 

(4) The Uoii’ble Mr. Jiiglal Choudhury 
—Excise and Public Health, 

Parliamentary Saerotarlea 

(1) Babu Sivanondan Prasad Mandal, 
Judicial and Jails. 

(2) Babu Krishna Ballabh Sohay, 
ll.L.An Appointment and Political. 

(SO Babu Jagat Narayan Lai, MXJt.— 
Fmones and Commerce. 

(4) B^u Jimut Bahan Sen, 

Public Works and IrrigaUon. 

(5) Bobu Knodanond Jho, 

Local Self-Government^ Medieal and 
PMeBeaUh, 

(Q Bito Smattgadhar Siiilia, 

Repenus and Rdueation including Regis- 
traUonm 

^ Briw Jag]lva& Bam, XJU,,— 
M Mwiwi 8«i«cdal uxjlt - 



iwi ) 


Nnmorieal Stroasth of Parfles 

(a) In Asskmuly 


Conjcrofts 

The Itiiiar XtUiotia1i»;t Ci)ali(ioii 20 

The Muslim I iido]jen(lciU 
Muslim ]jea};ue 4 

No 1‘iirty 3 


151 

(cxt'hisive of the IToit^blc the 
S|)nikiT.) 

(b) In Council 


CVuiiiress ]*arty 10 

Tlu> ilihnr Natioiiiilist Coalition 11 

Tii<lo]>omlont Tarty 3 

No Tarty 5 


20- 

(exclusive of the lloii’blc tlic 
Trcsiilcnt). 

Government of Assam 

1. Sir Hubert Nicl lieid, K.c.8.r. 
K.i'.i.i:. 

Council olMinfstcra C‘OAi.rnoN) 

2- (i) The IloiriOc Srijut (Jojaiiath 
Tiardoloi, M.A., Tiime Minister, in 

eharac of Home aiul Kiliu-alion Dci'art- 

* (iiV The Hoirblc Mr. FakhnuMin Ali 
Ahmeil, Harristcr-at-Law, Minister in 
of Fuuim-e and Kcvcimc Hepant- 

inents, 

(iii> 'J'ho Hon’bk* Ikvbu Kunuiii Kumar 
Sen, r..« .. Minister in diarfre of lA'gw- 
lative, L.s.d., jLidieial and fleneral 
l?ei'artim*Mts. , 

(iv) 'rho Mon ole Srij.ut Kamnath Mas, 
nj... Minister i!» eljai%:e of Mo<fieal, 
I’uUlU* Health, Welfare of Labour, Toiler, 
Factories amt r.li'. tri«*iiy l)ci»artnifnts. 

(v) The Jlon’hlo Tabu Aksliay 
Kimi.ar Mas. n.i.„ Minister in ehar»re of 
Kxeisc nml Ai:rii*iillure Moj artmciits. 

(vi) The Hon'blc Maulvi Md. Ali 
Haidar Khsvu, MinLstcr in charge of 
Tublie Works Meivartmcnt. 

(vii) The Hon’hle Srijut Bupnath 
Tinhma, n.L. Minister in charge of 
Forest and Rccistration Mepartments. 

(viii) Hie HoiTble Khan Toliadur 
Maulftvi Mahmud All, Minister in charge 
of Industries and Co-operative Depart- 
ments. 

Numsrleal strengUi ol Parties 

(a) In Assembly 

(1) Gongre88--Coalitioii (Ministerialist) 

Party 55 

(2) Assam United Tarty 51 

loe 


GoTernment of the Ptuuab 

GoYemer 

His Excellency Sir Henry Dufiield 
Craik, Bart, K.(^8.L, i.c.b. 

Connell of lUntatora 

The Hoii'ble Khan Bahadur Major 
Sirdar Sir Sikaudar liyat Khan, K.B.B. 

Premier 

The IToii’ble Sardar Bahadur Dr. 
Sartlar Sir Sundar Singh Majithia, Kt. 

D.O.L., Minister of Revenue, 

The Hon’ble Kao Bahadur Chaiidhri Sir 
Chhotu Kam, b.a, l.l.b.,«— 3/tntsfer of 
Devehpmcnt, 

The Hon’blc Mr. Manohar l^al. M A..— 
Finance A/ir‘afj?rcr. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Nawabzada Major 
Khizar Ilaynt Khan Tiwana— of 
Public Works, 

The Hon’ble Mian Abdul Hnyc— 
Minister of Education, 

Parllameutary Seeretarles 

Klian Taliadur Mian Ahmad Yar Khan 
Daiilatana c.n.E.— Po/f7fc*o/ and Ckirf 
OJ/ieinl Whip, 

Mir Madnx)! Mahmood 

Sardar Bidiadur Sardar Ujjal Singh, 

M.A.— //omc. * 

Mrs. .Tahauara Shah Nawaz, m.b.f..— • 
Education^ Medical Reluf and Public 
Health, 

Raja Ghaznafar Ali Khan — Revenue and 
Irriuatinn, 

Cliaudhri Tika Ram, B.A., 

Dcrchpntent. 

Thakur Tiipudaman Singh, b.a.— 

Fin an re 

Shaikh Faiz Muhammad. b.a., 

Locflf SelpGov eminent and 
Public Works 


Numerical Strength ol Parties 


Ministerial Tarty HI 

Congress Party 39 

Independents ^ 

Ahrjir Tarty 2 

Vacant ( In Sept. 39 ) 5? 
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Govt, of Central Provinces 
GoTeruor 

His Excellency Sir Francis Verner 
\V^ie. K.C.8.L., C.I.E., I.C.S., (from 28-5- 

Connell of Ministers (Congress) 

1. The Hon’ble Pandit R. S. Shukla, 
Prime Minister d: Minister of Home 
Affairs (30-7-38). * 

2. The Hon’ble Pandit D. P. Mishra 
Minieter cf L. 8, Q. (30-7-3Q. 



( ) 


3« The Honlilo Mr. D. K. Mehta 
Mhiuter of Finance <fc Law <!10-7-38). 

4. The Hon’blc Mr, S. V. Gokhfilc 
MBnUter of Heventte and Education 
(30-7-38). 

5, The Hon*bIo Mr. 0. J. Bharuka, 
Minister of Industries and Public Works, 
(80-7-38). 


Namerdal Strength of PertloB 


Congress 

Independent 

73 

17 

United 

5 

Muslim League' 

10 


105 

Unattached 

7 


112 


GoTernmenC of Oriisa 

Gevemor I 

Bii John Aufiten* Hiibbaok« k.c.s. 1., j 
I.as’.^ (Appointed April t, /0>97), 

Connell oC Mlnlstera (Con^'rc^ft) 

(1) The Hon hie Sri Biewanath !>««, i?,a., 
(ffOTUe db Finance), Prime MinisUnr, 

(2) The Hon ’Me Sri Niiyananda Kaiiuii- 
go, B.A., B..li., (Revenue^ Public Works 
and Development), 

(3) The Hoiif*ble Sri Bodhram Dube, 
M.A., B.L., {Education^ Law^ Commerce 
and Labour and Local Self Oovernment), 

Parliamentary Seeretaries 

(1) Bri Jadumoni Mangaraj, B.sc. (Nnl) 
(Finance A Publicity) 

(2) Sri Jagannath Misro, n.A., luu, 
{Revenue A Public Work*) 

(3) Sri Raikishore Bone, {Education, 
Local Self-Government and Law, Com- 
merce A Labour) 

Nnmerleal Strength et Partloa 

OongresB .%* 

Opposition 23t 

Total m 

• This excludes the Speaker who was 
returned oe Congress ticket. 

t One ol the members having died the 
present number is 22. 

There are two party groups -the Con- 
gress mrty and the National party consis- 
ting 01 35 and 13 members respectively 
and two other parties called the All 
Orissa United Party and the Independent 
party consisting of one member each in 
this Assembly. 

GovernmeBt of Sind 

Oovernor 

Sir Lancelot Graham, k.c.s.i., k.c.le., 
I.C.8. 


Council ol Ministers 

1, Ihc Hon’blc K. B. Allah Baklish 
Muhammad Umcr. o.im:., {^Fittunre, 
Excise tViid Industries fJepttrttinotfs), 

2, The lloirblc Sir (ihiilam Uussnin 
llidavatiilliib, x.r.s.i., (Hume, Ucurral, 
Legal, PtUiticil and Miscelluntoas J)c- 
parU/tenU), 

Ifon’l»le Mr.. XilK-haMus C. 
Vnziim: {Public Works,, Public health 
and a^dicaf' hopartmeniA, 

4. Iho Jloirbb? Mir IbiiHlch. All Khan 
Tnllur {Revenue l.'eparlito hf), 

5; The Jlon’Mc Pir Jlluhi Bakhsh 
Nawnmli, {Eduvniion Lepart mvnf)., 

C. The Jloji’blc liL*. Diabiial iMuhit- 
ram, (Aijrimllvre, Forest and Vetciinary 
Departments), 

PisrnanientAry Sccrelarieu 

(1) Mr. Ab(riil Stiiar Pir/.ada 

(2) ItaaSulicIV (Joksihliis Mcwahlas 
(•5) Khan Baluihvr A.. K. tiaiiol 

Numerical Strength of Parties 

In' As*.-i<;mi;LY 


Goi'urnmrnl svpp Urs - — 

ImlcpPiHlontH 20 

llimlu ImlepeiwlcMi Party 10 

Kiiro|Jcari ( Iroirp 3 

I nd(r^K‘ndrii.t 
Baluch Party 

Total 38 

Opposition 

Conjrrcss 10 

Muslim r^eaguc b 

Indci»ciidciitH 1 

Total 10 

No Partv 2 


N. W. Frontier Government 

Governor 

llis Kxccllcncy Sir (Jeorge 

Cuiiuiiigham, , K.C.M.E., o.ii.E. 

Council of Ministers 

The llon’hlc Pr. Khan Sahib— (7AfVr 
Law and Order, Medical, P. 
W. l>., Irrigation. 

The I Ion hie Qunzi Atanllah Khan 

n.A., — Education Jl/intsfcr— Kdii- 

cation. Revenue, Sclf-CJovcrnmcnt. 

The ITon’lilc Khjin Mohammail Abbas 
Khan— /?iri? 4 a/ncs Mi nfs/er— Agriculture, 
IndnstricR, Forest s. 

The llon’bfc T.ala Blinnjn Ram Gandhi, 
B.A., i..L.n., -A/iw/.v/rr for Finbnce^ 

Finance, lAjgislutlon. 



I uvni } 


JBmii AbdUil Ohuftir Khan. Bav-at*lav-H 
P^HamBMiary Seereiwry ta the Honlsle 
Chief MiaUter. 

lUI ISflhii4ur Lala Chimfln 
UtM»^--»ParUamcnUiry Secreieiry io 
the Hoii^te ifinleter ior Education. 

(Ul) Khan Amir M/diammad Khan-* 
PmHimmcniary Secretary to the Hoti*hlo 
MMater for fndustrles. 

Cr) Aribab Abdtil Ghafoor Khon— 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Uon’blc 
Hiniater for Finance. 


ffMMiieal Streafth el Fartlea 

ConisTeflB 

Miislira Ijeiifftio 

Fron I Icr X iw ioiialUi Tartv 

liiiulu-ii^ikh Nationalist l^arty 


21 

10 

5 

4 


Total 40 

Federal Court of India 

Chief Juefira t»f India- 8ir Maurice 
Ovrycr, 

OMt/i/cs— Mr. M, U. Jayjvkar 

«Vir Shah Sulaiinaii kt. 

Sir A. KriBhiuiswaitii lycr. 
Advacnte^Ucnpral of iudia — Sir 

Brojciidra Mitlcr, k.<\s.i. 

Chief Justices (High Court) 

Ca/cMi/'i-'llou, Sir Harold 

Derbyshire, K.r. 
^omhai^'^ITon. Sir John ncaumoiit, ka\ 
Afjiirae—Hoiu Lionel Leach 
Jvi^ua— Hon. A. T. Hnrricfi, K.c. 
A//a/ia6ad— Sir Joint Thom, Kt. 
Nagpur^^ir Gilbert Stone 
Oudk {Chief Coar/)— Hon. O, H. 

Thomas 

PanJab^Um. Sir Douglas Young Kt, 
Pnlsne Jndges (High (krart) 

Calcutta 

Hon. Sir Leonard J. Costello 
, J. liort-WilUains 
« , B. E. Jack 

lion. Mr. S. K. Ohoidlt, 

H. K. roncktidge 
D. O. PatcTSon 
T. Amir Ali 

C. Oarttey 
G. P. McNair 
8. Nasini Alt 
A. G. R. Handersoii 
K. C. Mitter 
N. G. A. Fdfsdy 

D. 11. Mukerjec 
C. C. Biswas 
N. A. Kiuifidakax 


« ^ A.N. Scn 

*• « F. R. Lodge 

Bstthay 

Mon. Mr. C. P. Biackiroll 
~ ** 8. 8. Rangnekar 

« X R. 6. Bromfidd 

, « B. J. Wadia 

, « H. J. Kaoia 

, ^ N. J. Wadia 

, , H. V. Divetia 

« , A. 8. R. Idaclin 

« « K, B. WasBoodew 

, , K. C. Sen 

« « N. G. Engineer 

n M M. A. Somji 

n J, 1). R. Norman 

' , , G. N. Thakore 

Patna 

lion. Mr. A. W. E. Wort 
„ „ S. Fazli Ali 

„ ., .1. K. W. .Tunics 

„ Sir Iviiuja M. Not>r 
n Mr. J. K W. James 
« „ S. V. l>lmvlc 

„ „ O. M. Agnrwala 

« n S. 1*. Vairma 

„ „ F. (r. Rowland 

n n F* Manoharlal 

n „ S. C. Ohatlcrjco 

Lahore 

lion. Sir J. Addison 

Hon. Mr. llak^hi Tek Cliand 
” ” Kan war 4):ilin Singh 

” ” J. U. Monroe 

” ” F. W. Skemp 

” ” M. V. Bhide 

** ** Abdul Rashid 

" S. Din Mahomed 
” •’ Blacker 

” ** Ramlal Dewan 

- ” Bocket 


Madraa 


Hon, Sir 
Mr. 


TV 


M. Venkatasubha Rao 
C. Madhavan Nair 
„ S. Varadaebar 
„ V. Paiidiiranga Rao 
„ A. J. Bum 

,1 A. J. King 

„ F. G. Gentle 

„ K. P. Lakhsmanh Rao 
•• V. Moekett 

„ S. Wordsworth 

w N. S, Metion 

M J. C. Stodsurd 

„ P. Venkataramna Rao 

F. W. Gentle 
„ L. C. Uorwill 



< ) 


Alliih»ba«l 

Foji. Mr. K. IVsnnct. 

•« *• Ahmed 

41 „ tSin};;h 

„ ,, ir. S. Hau^i 

If fi JJ. J. Ooilisticr 

„ .1. J. AUaoi> 

»• •» (hiiij^anath 

I, «• Miihatnmad lamnil 

M „ Kamalakiuita Vernui 

Nagpnr 

Ifoii. Mr. Ti. Lewis 
„ „ 1?. »S. NiyofA'i 

I, f, U. E. VoWoLk 

“ „ Vivian Boao 

„ II. G. Grenor 
I. I. N. Noble 

Oudh Chief Court 
/aa-ul-IIaHsaii 

A. Jfcnry l)e Btirt^h Ilamtifoii 
K. 1.. Yorko 

Ruling Piineet & Chiefs 

Saliitea of St Cntia 

Ibiroda, Tlic Mnharaiti (Gaekwar) of 
(rwafiori Tbc Mfilxnraia (SiTKlhia) uf 
llydeiuiiwl,. The Nt7.am o£ 

.fammn and Kashmir, The Maharaja of 
Mysore, The ^laharaja ol 

Salutes at IS Guao 

Bhopal, Tlie Nawab of 
ludorc, The Maharaja (IJolkar) of 
Kalai, The Khan of 
Travaneore, The Maharaja of 
Ko!ha|>niv The ^laluiroja of 
Udaipur, (Movar), The Maliaraja of 

Salhtes ot 17 Quna 

Bahaxvnlpur, The Nawab of 
Bharatpur, The Mahai svja of 
Hiindi,. The Maharao Kaia ol 
Cochin, The Maimra^ of 
Oikteh, The Slaliarao of 
Jaipur, The Maharaja ol 
Karaiili* The MAtharaja of 
Kot^, The Maliarao of 
Jodhpur (Marwar), The Bfahamja of 
PattaML The Maharaja of 
fiowa The Maharaja oi 
Tonh. The Nawab of 

SaMea si 15 Omm 

Alwar. The Maharaja ol 

BhutoSt The Mahanqa of 

Ban»wara» The Mahsrawa! of 

IHitia, The Maharaja of 

Dewas (Senior Brancdi), The MabmetjB of 

Phar* The MaWaja of 

Pholpar. The Mahama-Kana of 

W 


piiiij;ari)ur. The Maharawal of 
Idar, Tfie Maharaja of 
Jaisalmcr, llie Maharwal of 
Khoirpur, The Mir of 
KisfaMgarh, The Maharaja of 
Gruhha, The Maharaja ot 
rortobargh. The Mabarawid of 
KeiUpar, The Nawab of 
Bihiili, The Mfdiaraja of 
BirolIF, The Maharao of 

SaMee st 13 Osaa 

Renaresi Tke Maharaja <tf 
Bhaviiogar, The Maharaja of 
Cooch B^ar, The Maharaja ot 
]>hrangadhniL The Maharaja ol 
tloora, The Nawab of 
Jimlawar, The Maharaja Rana of 
Jhind, The Maharaja of 
Junagadh, The Nawab of 
JC»purthaIa» The Mahamja of 
Xabha, The Bd^aiaja of 
Nawanagar, The 51anaraja of 
Pidimpiir, The Nawab of 
IVirbandar, The Maharaja of 
Kai]kiplii, The Maharuja* of 
Kutiam; The Maharaja of 
Tripura, The Maharaja of 

Bshnee ot It 

Ajalgarhv The Maharaja of 
Ahrajpur, of 
BaoiiL Nawab of 
Biirwoni, Kana of 


Ohainba, The Raja of 
Charkhari, The Mkharaja €if 
Chatampur, The Maharaja, ol 
Facidkot, The Rajs of 
Gottdal; lie Tludaxr Sahib ol 
Jamifa» The Nawab of 
Jhaboa, The Rajs of 
Malev-Kotla, TOe Nawab of 
Mandi, The 

Manipur, The Mahavags of 
MorrvThe Tlmkiir SS^ ei 
Naraingarh, Hie Raia of 
^na, The MdisraU of 
Fuddfihotta^ The Rajs of 
Ra^npnr, The Nswub el 
BsKarh. The Raja of 
Saibiiia, The Raja of 
SOTnthar. The Ri^ M 
Sirmiir (NahanXTIie 

MAmwa of 

Baia ol 

lUtti.Ttae^of 


•t • 

plaSaor, Nawab ol 

Nawab of 
of 
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Baxmioflha,^ Riija of 
Bariy*. Baja of 

Bhor, Pant Sachiv <rf 

Cfaotta Udaipur, B«a of 
]>imta, liaharana of 

Jnwhar. ^^ of 
Kdabandi, Baja M 
Konk Tung, Baw^^ of 
KUkhipur, Eao BAadut of 
Kiahan & Socotra, Sultan of 
LdiM, Sidtan of . . . 

Unui^ niakur Sahab of 
Loharu. Nawab of 
Lanawaida, Ba]a of 
Maihar, Biqa of 


Mayurhhnnj, Mahamja of 
Aton^ Sni. iSawItawa of 
Mudbol, Uaja of 
Nagod, itnia ol 
I'nlitann, Ihakur Sahcb of 
I’atna, Maharaja of 
Itajkot, Thakiir Sahcb of 
Sachin, Naurab of 
Bangli, Chief of 
Sant, Eaja of . . . 

Savaiitvadi., Sardeaai of 
Sahapnr, Uaja of „ . 

Phchr & Mokallft, Sultiin of 
Soupur, Maharaja of 
Wadhwaii, Thakur Saheb of 
Wankancr, Raja Sahcb of 
Yttwiii^hwc, Sawbwa of 
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Chronicle of Events 

.Janaary 1939 

« Chief Events Unrest in Orissa States : Political Agent murdered— 
Belonns announced in Earpurthala, Bhosal, Taloherand Hindol States— 
Viceroy’s Visits to Travancore, My8ori|i^and Kolhapur— No-Oonfidence 
motion against Sind Premier defeataa^^ongress Working Oommittee 
deliberations at Bardoli — ^Dr. Bajendza Imsad^ Ba]^rt on the Bengali- 
Behari Oonbroversy— Hitch at Bajjb|j)etween the Administration and the 
ProjaMandal : Mr JamnalalBajars entrj^* banned — Congress Residential 
election : 8j. Subhas, Bose re-elected— Mahatma Gandhi’s statement 
admowledging bis defeat at Bose’svictory. 

Ist Under the ansi^iccB of the and the Andhra District Congress Com- 

mittees, Mr. B. Srinivasa Ayengar; presiding at a public meeting at TilakghaW 
(d>Berved that by accepting the Federation as out-hncd in the Government hf 
India Act. *^We will be putting a stop to the ii^t lor Swaraj’*. 

In the All-India Women’s Conference, at New Delhi, an important change in 
Qie constitution was made by the conference, so as to permit discussion of poli- 
tical questions. 

'At Patna, Mr. M. A. Jinnah, President of the Moslem Le^e, referring to 
Mahatma Gandhi’s observationB on the League, in the Harijan^ repeated in a 
statement that the Congress claim to be the *^oiily body that can deliver the 
goods on behalf of the people of India” was preposterous. 

god. Pandit Jawhnrlal Nehru, addressing the All-India Students^ Conference in 
Calcutta, warned the students i^ainst resorting to strikes except for very grave 
reasons. He felt that students in India were pursuing a wrong path and getting 
entangled in wrong methods by. their too frec|ucnt recourse to stnkes. 

His Excdlency the Governor of the Punjab in opening the 26th. annual 
session of the Indian Science Congress at Lahore, dwelt on the need for India 
to produce ’^a band of workers eager to extend the boundaries of human know- 
ledge, and to devote their lives to the quest of truth is gmater to-day than ever 
before”. 

Srd. Mr. g. Satyamurthi made an appeal to the Bengal Scheduled Castes to join 
the Congress, at an informal conference of schcdiilod caste leaders in Calcutta. 
He Bind, the Congress was pledged to look after the inteiests of all Indians, 
irrespective of caste and creed. The backward communities formed the bulk ox 
the ^nulation and the Congress wouhl not neglect the cause of the minorities. 

Dmtii of Mr. K. Raman Mcnon, Minister fp Courts and Prisons, Madras., , 

4fh. In a letter to Bj. Bubhas Chandra Bose, Congress Presidenr, Mr. B. C. Cbatteiji 
suggested that the Congresss ideal of inderxjridcnce C4)uld bo iulfillod if India 
become a partner in a federation of tlio British Empiro. 

Sth. Mr. Jinnah, replying to Pandit Jawhar ].aI Nehru’s offer of inquiry into 
the oomplidnts tt the Moslem League against the Congress Governments, 
said in a statementj that if Pandit Nehru was really earnest about it he should 
communicate to him (Mr. Jinnah) what would oc • the sunctioii b^ind the 
proposed inquiry. 

ne Bind Assembly permission to Mr. G. M. Byed to move his 

motion of no-confidence against Khan Bahadur Alla Bux, tiic l*rcmicr. 

• Major R. L. Basalgettc, Political Agent, Orissa States was killed by a 
mob in Ranpur State, in Orissa. 

At a Moslem meeting in Madras, whether the Congress and the • 'Moslem 
League could unite was disciisBcd at Triplieano hdd in connexion: ^with 
''Suuiomed Ali Day”. ^ 

mi. In the U. P* Assembly, Mr. Hotilal Agnrwal raised a question r4gai!dmg 
the demonstzations-oxganised by the Moslem Lesgite on the occasion of the 
tools of the two Moslmu Ministers of the Congress Government. 
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On «(Ki(immmla|kN|i« of th^ Wpd$cwocH) C^minittoc'rt ronort, the Bdt 
»fini nlMfb iMrtljA qaeiiihiiii the eveelciatioii d| imeseoger t» 

tiarttaoMtty iit the vcma«*u|iir \}xm, to atttiiQt s 

AJ pwiAii^ff over the 17th. semion of ^ AO-Ajh 

IpitetMt oAr«re^ OcmfeneDceb h^d at Hiihli$ani^ warned oiSAiait ^OeiMiiiud 
id vtiii^a othffc aimikt narrow creodia that ore eating tbp vitala of * 
4ou -004 iMWatfog il» foil groatli*^ 

SBcj StndenU’ Oonfierencc wae h^d at the Ali'-li 
IpOhibitipn grounda (Madraa) nnder tha iNPeeWaoey 


I 0 JtVOARY 

nort, the Baihm 
t imesenger tiatni 
to atttOQt nova 

the AO-fAaima 


of the AlLInd^a Students’ Federation decided to 
eOdlpv^fR all schoola and ooUc^^ni in the conntry on Jantiaigr 
jf were not declaicd a holiday, being Indopendenoe Day* 

11) an aitiile^^n the Haitinn^ wrote^ “I moat mtm to he- 

ofiiar r^i aga4itrthc& o^ athned 'hero if he docs not aafce'up 
also wrote m the M^trtjan, ^^aKit Thijkot oould do In three inoiitlul etsM State 
iti|i dp if the iHXHvla show tlio qualities that the people ot UaJhpt have shown”: 

dMi. thd TfttchcSr Dnribnr (piissn) issued a statcmonl enumerating the Tsriona 
ridorma effected In tlic admtnistiatmn of rho htutc and tlio moasuies undertam to 


rtdorina effected In tlic administiatmn of rho htutc and tlio moasuios underta^ to 
imntoie the eoiuUttoa of the Staust^ IHsnde# 
ift the Oeiitial uVstemhly, the ie\4Miiii of the Ooiemmcnt’s Fioptier PidlPFandt 


(ft ^e Oeiitifd uVsijcinhly, the ie\4Miiii of the Ooiernmcnt’s Fiontaer pidlPFaPdt 
tlie immedhate ahnnuttn^i of liuha tiom the ]«c.viio ot Nations arm nwA in 
two rttolntioiis giicii iiott%c ot by thi’ Congxoss Vaity, for the Jfttdgpt nwsiOlh 
l>idit Jawhar LU Nehru., in n sratempot lu Allalialuid, leplytug to Jfli A# 
Jinpahi eogucsted the uistnmion of an impartial inquiry by men» P^evatdjf nqk 
coniulKcil Wwi CVi^iesa ot Moslem I^e^uo iK>htii*a, utto the spficifia cwMbI 
against Oongiess ilmeriimeiits by the litpsfem Ix»igiie. 


luH luimnomif w)i 











r* 


udMttii 
as a irafcesi 

Sir Mlmmied Vahdh uj iondomiHNl the mote of Mabatann flandhi 

lor^ plpmcthm of (he rigTMs.or OS a Risfist niothod. ^ 

Wt SIM |^ishiaiaF« AsseaUdir the whole day io tibn dlecnfjjiwiii ^ 

tlm itoHroudOmkc mpiiim agiuiist t£e«mnudr. 


, stwanng nf n meeting of studeo 
ity twdod on|b thp oiiporuiuhics 
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as 

Gomaiittae met at Qatdoli aii4 rcmiiiddercil ^aliatma 
aCt mi tba question. , . . 

0ltal ^Coantril of the WorM fitiuMt AsaoemtiQn in Itae 
I tto cot^ of a letter to the hjsmm IM^sradcn 

of Mho said rank hfiKM aoM of W itoeat 

tM atiMlcnta bl the urorlcl^the letter IH^siKneA by 87 menibers 
[8hial Uouneil. ladhi ujat let^reaeiim on the uoiuirii by lijp*. 
anitalttiO. 

Htta the GoniiMw 'Woihtnp; CoynmUtee dueusscd Mahatma Oandhi’e phoi of 
^ mliiontiee> at B^oli, aaA (rdhsidered deetioh pwtiOna. 
na^ weie heoum to h<iTe been kIBed and 52 injtaited when the 
liteta train, pt^^eedint; fiom Honrah met uiUi ad aeddrinit 
id >iaaar»»kh IbM btaiioiie (aiMt 210 mlMi bM 
eiilita) cm the haat Indiaii ISajiieayk 

ki*^tlie '^d Asaeiebly, tlite motiOh of **iio-coiifidciiec** aaaumt the Fremier uas 


ymt of the Oommltteo apiKhtited by the ilovemmcnt of Dihar to humire 
batsiit of coniq^On iu tJm imhlio tcrvirea of the t>nyviiico» >eaa 
mititee poiiitod out that «iich pMudieca ueio not roiiftaea to the 
^aod othm ttibotdhiate ttaff ^t tJtm some mrmbe^ ot ilS « l^lni>i4 
Of fito Al^lndm tirrviece fii, to' taplhje bmhm. 

^tgidr Ekcelhmeies the Vwioy and tlm of ImilMigow aariie^ in 

inner of the Mleieir, G^oliHjiical and MetalJurRh a} Institnm of 
Vadotis nilH'fhiki tMs'miklnirinllimuy \rere< 
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Tho Bihar Assembly iiassod a Bill seeklug to rei^ the Public Safety Act 

ofim 

The conference of the All-Punjab Muslim Students' was held at lishore. Dr. 
Kitchlew iireNidcd Dio conference opp 9 sed the imtioeition of the proposed 
federal scheme and ap)icaled to the Muslims and anti-imperialist forces in India 
to resist it tooth and nail. 

The AU-Co(*hin Youth Clonfcrenco. which met at Tnchnr under the president- 
ship of >lr. K. A. Damodara Menon, concluded after imssinga number of resolu- 
tions.- The conference urged the introduction of full reBj>on8ible Oovemmeut in 
CcK*hin and expressed its 0 }>position to the federal soheroe. 

16th. In the Punjab Assembly, the sitting was su^isnded twice by the Deputy 
Speaker and 8(‘cncs of unprecedented disordcriinesi were witnessed when the 
chair named two members and the mcmlicrB r^sed to leave the house—the 
mcmliers named were, Choudhry Kartnr Singh and Mr. Miinilal Kalia 
(Conj^ress). The confusion arose out of the Jh*cmier, Sir Sikandar Uayat Khan, 
drawing the attention of the (diaii't to a IcoiUng artide in the Pratap, a local 
vernacular ncwsitapcr, and ssS'ing that tiic paiier had ezeoedod the limit of 
fair comment. 

17th. Dr. Kajcndra Prasa<Vs roitort on the Bongali-Beimvi .'controversy was 
published. In accordance with a rosolntioii of the Woikiiig Committee he was 
^'authorised to go into the Biliar-IUsigali controversy i eluting to the questions of 
(1) Domicile (2) Public Services (!1) Education and (4) Trade and Commerce 
and settle it finally.’* 

Ill the Ihinjub Assemidy, Mr. Mundburlul, the Finniieo Minister, mode an 
important statement bearing on the nii)Oc sterling ratio, lie remarRcd, *'lt is 
far from certain that the eiirrcncics of the world have been so stabilized as to 
iustify the proi> 08 cd step.” 

Ill the Madius Assembly, a roHolulion expressinp sorrow at the death of Mr. 
K. II. Mcrton was passed. The liousc proceeded with Uic discussion of the I’ub'do 
Health Bill. 

In the Bihar Assembly, Mr. Anugraha Nara^ana Sinha moved the Money 
lenders (Itegiilattoii of TmiiKnctioiiB) lUll, sc'cking to rcpcul those sci'lions of the 
llihar Money-lenders Act which had been dcclai'cd mdl niixl >oid by the I’utiia 
High Court— The Bill was jinsscd. 

18th. His Excellency the Viccioy and Ijidy Linlithgow and parly arrival at 
Kolhapur. Sj caking at a State buiiciuct given by the Muhuinja in His Excel- 
lency’s honour. Lord Linlithgow rctcnul to the stois contcm) latcd by tlic 
Kolhapur State to create a Lc^ iHlativc Asscinbly and to Ecflcralion. I 

The Mah. raja of Kupurthala nnnoiiiiccti tiic nni^ointmcnl of a Commitlcc| 
to rc])ort on the ra'onstitution of Uic State Assembly in accordance Wilh hifl 
declared "intention to review' the State Asscmlily with the object of associating 
my i^ocple more iiiliinaicly w'ith t]i6 State adnnniKtralioii.” 

til tiic Sind Assembly, there was tin extiting dcl>u(c over a rule proliibilingj 
troasoiiablc sjicechos in the 1 louse ;-tlic puriHirt of the word Treason’ was tlu 
subject of a sally botw(x;ii the Premier, Uie llon’blc Khun Bahadur Allah Bui 
and Dr. Choitram Gidwani. 

10th. Dm Sind Assembly was faced witli the di|li(*ult question of deciding whcthei 
Dr. Choitram, a Congress mcm)>cr« who hod stateil when he took tlio Oath oi 
' allegiance tiiat ho did so *'wiUi mciitid reservations”, slioiild be allowed to bo i 
membmiof the House. 

' ‘ Bir Edward Bontliall, President of the European Association, addressing i 
general meeting in Calcutta, Htressed on tiio nce4»sity of the Kurqieaii Associ 
' atkm having a clcaTH*iit imiicy on all imiHirtaiit subjects, both of Centni 
'aiid> proyincial joncern.^' 

' ‘ ThSn^'Wse again a hiU'b at Bujkot between the Administration and the Pro] 

Manbl over ifie dioioc of the imrsonnel of tlio lieforms Enquiry Committee 
Thl4 nxiewal of Batyagraha was threatened by the latter. 

im the IHhfr Assembly, the necessity for the appointment of an impartia 
trittnM 'eOnsistliq^ of olflcials and non-officials to enquire into the causes o 
' the ‘*^‘aiii 'titaasfer near . Hazaribagh Boad on January 12, waa unanimous]) 

' uigedL / • 

iieitii. Maiilana Abul ICMam Azad, whoso name was among the thzqe proposed fc 
prepideutship of the Tii|>uri hession the Congress, withdrew from the oontes 



-S4 JisiAE^ '39 ] OHBONIOLE OP EVXmS 6 

fhenbj! iMviag Oie £eld to Bt Bubhai Ghuuln Bom and Dr. FattaUd 
BitaxaasTya. 

The etoeticm of ddegatei to the Congress session at Tripuri engrossed the 
attenlian of the Oongressinen of Bengal. Although on the surface, there were 
no clear cut party divisions, four distiiict groups appeared to be actually contes- 
ting the dections. First, there were the adherents of 6]. Subhas Chandra Bose, 
the Congress President, then the Khadi Group (consisting of the orthodox 
followers of Mahatma Gandhi, led by T)r. mtulla Chandra Ghose), next 
those known as the Kiron Sankar Hoy Group, ai^ last, the young Congress 
Socialists, headed by Dr. Suresh Chandra Banner)^, 

In the Bind Assembly, Mr. Vasirani, Finance wnister, speaking on the 
question of members and the Oath of Allegiance, said that it was not incompa- 
tible with the Congress pledge of independ^ce. 

elst. The ban on the entry of Beth Jamnalal Bajaj into Jaipur State was 
commented upon by Mahatmo Gandhi in the Harijan. He wrote, can only 
hope against hope that the Jaipur authorities will shrink from precipitating an 
All-lnma crisis.** 

At Asan^l town, stray assaults and stabbing took place, as a result of which 
one Hindu was killca and 18 peisons belonging to both communities, Hindus 
and Moslems, were injured. 

The Travaiicorc State Congress decided to resort to direct action if certain 
conditions were not satisfied wiUiin 6 weeks. 

A resolution urging the ^complete scmpiung** of tlic present constitution and 
the immediate introduction of full responsible Government based on adult 
, franchise, was passed. 

92M. As a sequel to a *^Hydcrabad Day*’ demonstration, nearly 40 persons w'ere 
injured, in a Hindu-Moslem clash at Delhi. 

28rd. The Indian Industries Conference was opened by His Excellency the Viceroy 
in Bombay. He laid stress on the need for coordination of industrial effort. 

In the Bind Assembly, the Speaker entered into an elaborate explanation of 
what was meant by the Congress goal of Puma Bwaraj. He was asked, whether 
the declaration by the leader of the Congress Party, Dr. Choitram Gidwani. tiiat 
he had taken the oath of allegiance witn a *^mental reservation” affected his 
right to sit in the House. The Speaker ruled that the declaration did not affect 
Mr. Gidwani’s position as a member of the House. 

The statements re : election of Congress President, issued by Maulana Abul 
Kalam Aznd nnd Bj. Bubhas Chandra Bose gave rise to considerable speculation 
in -political circles on the result of the election of the next President of the 
Indian National Congress. In his statement, Bj. Bose remarked, **It is widely 
believed that there is a uron^ect of a compromise on the Federation scheme 
between the Bight Wing of the Congress and the British Government during 
the coming year.” 

A statement was issued over the signature of 7 members of Uie Working 
Committee of the Congress appealing to Bj. Bose to withdraw from the contest* 

His Excellency the Viceroy in his reply to an address presented by a 
deputation of the Indian Merchants’ Chamber at Government House (Bombay) 
touched upon the Hupee Ratio, Protection, the Ottawa Agreement and the 
Indianisation of the Defence and other services— His Excellency rejected the 
plea of the deputationists for the reduction of the Rupee Ratio. 

Uis Excellency the Viceroy, speaking at the Orient Club, Bombay stressed 
on the supreme urgency and importance of the inauguration of Federation in 
India without any delay. 

14tti. At a meeting of the members of the Calcutta branch of the European 
Association, problems rdating to the defence of India, Federation, the Budget 
of the Government of India and Commercial relations between Great Britain 
and India were discussed. 

Mahatma Gandhi, in a Press interview at Bardoli, said that the Congress 
would be neglecting its duty if, having the power, it shrank from using it and 
allowed the spirit of the Jaipur State to be “crudied” lor want of support 
from the Congress. 

6j. Bubhas Chandis Bose, replying to the statement of seven members of the 
Working Committee, said. 'The Presidential election is whoUy an affair of the 
ddsgates and abioald he leh to them. Let the Wing who are ^ a 
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fcrenco, ui^cd tlie need for w teorgidtlptioii of tho ByBtdm of ctlctcfition in 
diiB rodntnv , 

At die HCoBldm i^oe Political Cddf^iKiio it iJddthow, the bihvchIi of lldiildiia 
Zafar Ali, the Pdnjab Moelcfti leader, wiB cOdciilfdOTy in re^^ard to the liindit 
. l)co|tle not {^llengiiiK tO the Oodgreas and die Hindu : $ibha lctider8. 

A mectiiij; of the Bub-Oodihii ttoe Of tlie All -India MoBlcm lcnj;u'c trae held at 
lAhorc. lor orisfitilBini deputationa to foreign eountncB and to Provinces in 
India. 


WSk. Ihe Council td State. Kew Delhi, passed the BUI to amend the iiidian Cotton 
Cobb Act, as paBBiod by the Legisliftro A'BBc^bly. 

The election of Benjicali quota of 68 : :mcfiiibers to the AlUInilia Congress Com- 
mittee oOnclided : Dr. Bi 0. B<^ polled the largest" "nuhiber of votes. Among 
tlioBe who wore dnsuceessful in the electionB %ere 'Bi. Snrat Olnmdra Bmo and 
Mr. J; C. Gitptat laeader and Chief whip TeBpectivefy of the CongreBs Party in 
the Bengal Assembly. 

iist ihe thiiitenod ertBis in Jaipur State dangerofisly near. Bfeth jamhalal 
Bojai, Treasdxer of the Indian National :0(mgreB9 was evidently determine to 
defy the l»h imroBed by the Jaipur Dudiir on his ^e^ tlic Stnte. 

A Calontta Gazette eatraOtdinary published ' the ]>rovi8ionB of the 'Calcutta 
Miuiieifial f Amendment) Bill, 16:19.— It nhB proposed to have Bepamte electorates 
for. Mufiirt ts- 

M&tfBia Gaodhi issuod a statement Oil the re-election of Bj. Buhhas Chaii^ 
Bose as Freindent Of the Congress. He said, *^Ir. BnbliaB Bobo lias ludilcv^ a 
decUive vletory over his onionimt Dr. Pattnblii Bitarumnyya. I must confess that 
from rm beginning I was decidedly sguinst Ids rc-eiqction for reasons Uito 
which I need not go. I do not subscribe to his facts or the prgum^t in his 
manifestos;. 1 ttiinlc that his references to his cbllcsgtics Were unjustidikl ;and 
iinwortiliy. NeverthdesB I am glad of his victory and .sihee 1 wm iiMi^fnenrtsai 
in inclpdiim Dr. Pattahhi not to withdraw his name as Acandidi^e wliehMhidana 
Asad withdraw, the defeat is more mine than hia 
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lit Betb Jamnalftl Bala], leader ol the Froja Mondol of Jaipur reached Jaipur 
to day the bho on hia entry into the State. He was arreatra by the Inapector- 
Oeneral (d police. 

The Jaipur Durbar iaaued a atatem^it in reply to Mahatma Gandhi’s criticism 
of its policy re : Praia Mondal : the communique stated inter alia, '^Mr. Gandhi 
attempts to place the whole responsibility in this connexion on the ’British 
Fkime Minister’ (of the State). He apparently is not aware that the Jaipur 
Government is His lIi<$hneBS the Mahara}a-in>Ck>uncil and not a single individual. 
Any allegation to the contrary is not according to facts.” 

The Executive Committee of the Congress Nationalist Party of Bengal issued 
a statement in connexion with M. Gandhi’s statement on the Congress 

Presidential election. ’’Mr. Gandhi’s statement has come upon the country 

as an extremely unpleasant sunrise. Although it has not come too soon, iieople 
In general least expected it Mr. Gandhi appears to have taken a too t^ersonal 
view of things, for at no stage of the election, did he publicly appear on the 
scene.” 

\ 

Sad. 6). Bubhas Chandra Bose met Pandit Jnwharlal Ndiru t at Santiniketan 
(Viswabharati-Tagore University) and discussed with him the implication of the 
Congress Presidential dcction. ' 

At Jaijnir, the Praja Mandalists were rather bewildered but not discouwed 
by the anrupt end to the wholly unsatishictory manner in which the first stage 
of the campaign ended. 

Mr. Rama liau, Agent to the Governor-General of India in South Africa, 
submitted a memorandum to the Asiatic Land Laws Commission which was 
inquiring into the evasion by the Indian community of laws restricting them 
from acquiring ownershi]) of land. . 

A resolution was adopted by the Maldah District Political Conference (Bengal) 
embodying “India’s National Demand”. Sj. Bubhas Chandra Bose presided. 

The Jaipur Durbar in reply to Mahatma Gandhi’s statement on Rajkot and 
Jaipur, denied the fact that the Jaipur Prime Minister was wholly to blnme. 

8rd. Mrs. Kasturbai Gandhi, wife of Mahatma Gandhi and Miss hlanibcn Patel 
were arrested at Rajkot on their entering the State to offer Batyagraha. 

8j. Bubhas Chandra Bose, in an interview with a representative of the Asso- 
ciated I’ress re : Congress l^residcntial clc(.‘tion, observed, “It will always be 
my aim and object to try and win M. Gandhi’s confidence for tlie simple reason 
that it will be a tragic thing for me if I succeed in winning the confidence of 
Other people but fail to win tlie confidence of India’s greatest man.” 

Mahatma Gandhi issued a statement to the Press in reply to the Government 
of India’s communique on the affairs of the Rajkot State. Ho said. “The 
communiques issued by the Cvovernmont of India unci the Jaipur Government 
on my statements on Rajkot and Jaipur are remarkable for sins of omission and 
suppression.” 

In tlie Central liegislativc Assembly, the Budget session opened. Sir N. N. 
Barear, Taw Member, introdu(*ed tlic Bill to amend the TiiBurauce Act and Mr. 
C. M. G. Ogilvie, llefenco Hccrctary, introduced the Bill to provide for the 
creation of four new naval reserve forces in India. 

Hh. In the Central IjCgislative Assembly, DcUii, a resolution recommending that 
immediate steps should be taken to give notice of India’s intention to witlidraw 
from the League of Nations, was discussed. Mr. T. B. A. Chettiar moved the 
resolution on the League. 1'he House tassed without a division an adjournment 
motion to discuss the rccrudcsceiic of aiiti-Indian riots in Burma. 

Mr. Hiirat Chandra Bose, in the course of Ids presidential B|>oech at tlio Bengal 
l*rQvmcinl I’oliticai Conference, at Jainaiguri, obscrvcil, “'J'hcre is no doubt that 
some attempt to imT)OBe the unwanted Federal scheme is imminent. The pro- 
nouncements of Uio Viceroy and other high oflicialB arc i^inters in this dii'ection. 
It is a mistake to assume that, so far as the CoiigixaB is concerned, Federation 
is a dead issue.” 

Mr. N. R* Sar(*af, Finance MHiisteiv -Government of Bengal, performed the 
opening ceremony of the industrial syndicate organised by ox-dotenus, and rqdied 
to an address of wdcome. ^ ^ 

The Working Committos of tbc Hindu Mahasabha passed a resolution at New 
Ih^i, advising the Hindus not to jdn the Congress but to loin the Mahasabha. 
Mr. V. D. Bavarkar was the chair. 



--9 FEWiUAiiy *39 ] CHRONIOUB OF 9 

Hit Exodlency Sir John Hubback, Goveraol*"^ Oritti, rephing to an addrett 
of wdcome by tho members of the Balasore District Islam Association, paid a 
compliment to tlio Orissa Ministers in respect of thrir attitude towards the 
Moslem community. 

5fh. Beth Jamnalal Bajaj was arrested at the railway station of Tikri Banri between 
Beengus and Sikar. 

The Bengal Provincial Political Conference, Jalpaiguri, passed a resolution 
on Federation calling the British Oovcrmilfmt '^to concede the principle of 
self-determination to India and recognize in f^^entirety the constitution which 
the Congress will submit in accordance with popular will. Sj. Subhas Chandra 
Bose, the Congress President, addressing the conferenee. emphasized the need for 
unity among all classes and communities in India in her fight for freedom. Bj. 
Bose said, *^we want Swaraj for every community and creed." 

Mr. B. J. Kher, Preiiiier, Government of Ebmibay, in a statement on the liberty 
of the Press said, ‘‘While the Government fully recognize the need of preserving 
lull freedom to the Press, It cannot permit deliberate attempts made by news- 
papers and individuals to embitter relations between the sister communities, or to 
incite the communities to .«ct in a way which is bound to result in a MieacL of 
the peace.*’ 

6th. His Highness the Gaekwar of Baroda died at Bombay at 6-45 p. m. 

In tho Bihar Assembly, Dr. Bycd Mahmud, Minister, replying to an pllegation 
of favouritism in apixiintments, made a statement that competency was the cri- 
terion which the Government ap)d‘od siwially in tho case of technical appoint- 
ments and that they were not iiiiUieaced by provincial or communal considera- 
tions. 

Mr. Eajendra Prasad addressed the Congress Constructive Workers’ Conference 
at Burl (BirMiiim). He said Uiat Swaraj could not be bargained for. They must 
strive for it through the Congress constructive programme and by including a 
spirit of self-help. 

7th. The Gbvernor-General disallowed an adjournment motion in the Central 
Assembly to discuss the Government of India’s “failure to secure representation 
for Indian Moslems at the Palestine Conference." The Central Assembly also 
rejected the Naval Reserve Forces Discipline Bill by 56 votes to 45. 

In the U. P. Assembly, Mr. Burendra Bahadur Singh asked the Government 
for a list of persons whose properties were confiscated after the ‘Mutiny*, and 
also a list of those who had been granted properties for loyalty to a 
“foreign power". Mr. Hukum Bing, replying to the question, said that the Govern- 
ment had no inrormation. If the members had any suggestion to make Govern- 
ment would be glad to receive it. 

Mr. Ram Dnyalr Blngh, Speaker of the Bihar Assembly, raised the question of 
the dignity and integrity of the chair, which, he said, was challenged by Mr. M. 
Yunus, leader of the Moslem Independent Party by casting aspersions in the 
integrity of the chair by a letter relating to the re-allotment of seats in the 
Chamber. ' 

Mr. Jamnalal Bajaj was released at the frontier of Bharatpur State, close to 
the United Provinces boundary. 

8th. At the conference in Calcutta, of Congressmen from different parts of India, 
who supported tlic re-election of Sj. Bubhas Chandra Bose, the unanimous opinion 
was expressed that the Congress should stiffen its attitude of hostility towards 
tho all-India Federation scheme. 

A demonstration was staged by Moslems in Calcutta in support of the Arabs’ 
demands in Palestine, in connextion with the “All-India Palestine Day." 

In the U. P. Assembly, statistics regarding communal disturbances were placed 
on the table" in answer to a question by Mr. Bhokatali Khan ; the statement 
showed jhat since the Congress Ministry assumed ofiSce 24 communal distur- 
bance^/diad occurred in 17 districts up to October 1938. 

9 th. T£(e Central Assembly passed the first reading of Mr. M. A. Kazimi's Bill to 
consolidate and classify the provisions of Moslem law and to remove doubts aa 
to the effect of the renunciation of Islam by a marriage tie. 

Mahatma Gandhi, in the course of a statement issued to the Press observed, “The 
more I think of what is happening in States in India. I sec nothing' but a dark 
future for this unhappy lana if the Paramount Power remain a helplesa witnesa 
to the tragedy that is being enacted in the Princea’ India for, what la happening 
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llfh. Xhe QomiQiugial riot at Cawnpore aaaumed alarming proportion ; 19 persona 
were killed and 146 injured. l 

Beth JamnalM Bajarwim arrested on Ida third attempt to enter Jaiphr Stpte* 
Mia Eioeilency Sir Robert Beid, Qovernor *01 dasam, tentatiYeiy ambed to the 
proposal pat forward by his Council of Miniaters for the abolition of tte fWnaia- 
iim Oommiaaionership in the Provinoe. 

In the annual report of t! « Department of Industries^ Brogid, for 1938*b9» there 
was a n’ference as to the growing industrial consciousness among the edueated 
cMases in Bengal. 


lath. Ihe communal riot at Cawnpore showed signs of abating : 29 person 
bBieved to have been killed and about 22U injured as the reeul.t of the tiot 


persons Were 


In the United Provinces Assembly. Pandit Govind Bnllabh Panti the Pntmiier, 
in Ida statement on the riots, sounded a warning that stem action Would be 
takin\not only against the actual offenders but against those ^ho by thdr action 
caused panic or disorder. 

Ipuiwaja Sir Nazimuddin, Home Minister, Bengal, replying to an afioiirnment 
motiomin the Bengal Legislative Council, made a statement denying that there 
wm any commuom riots in the Noakhali District. 

In the Counml of State (New Deljtd) Sir Jagadish Prasad xeply^ to aquebdon 
by Mr. Brijlal Biyani, said that as far as the^ Government of were awaro 
there were no statutory social restrictions -on Indians resident in the vari^ 
. ookmies and dominions. 

tHh. 15 Balers and §) Miaisto met In conference in Calcutta to take stock of 
the proidon in the ll^tern States Agency Tlie Baja Saldbof SaraikdU said. 
■^We are ^ tOnto, to, discuss dm details of a jp^ble fixrm of brmsdtudon, 
Wbieh Will mee|,^ oj ^ mtuadon and Wul be workable in Ihe p^iar 


■^We are bin to-day, to discuss the details of 
wbieh Will meet ^ heeds of the dtuadon and 
dnmmsdmbeK Of the Statec;*' 

The 0^# 4iliWb^^|^ Mr. K. M. Km 
lekdttg tb Uroroa lor Imkw woaisn. 


^ Orolil ,4sMroblr |^ Mr. K. M. Kazmi’s Bill to consolidate the law 
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10 insigni „ . ^ 

in the Indian Hoads Oon^ess, in Calcutta, interesting informi4ion . about 
In India was revealed ; the first two jpapers were : .**Boi1b in rctethm to jtoads” 
by Mr. Q. W« D« fireaoar, District Engineer, Guidanwr and '*3!!he use df Ml 
stahiiisation in unmetalled and metalled roiuls ^in Ii^ia’’ by Mr. 8^ E. liehiMU 
The fact that only one thiril of India’s roads were metidled was stressed in 
imother paper. 

llie agrarian dispute in the Burdwan District (Bengal) ag^st the jMitiht 
Canal ^^culminated in the arrest of 18 volunteers including the moms of a 

Exalt jrStshnjBBs the KUam of Hyderabad issued a firman eontahiing an 
appeal for unity and public co-operation with the Government of HydemlieeL 


17th. Mr. y. D. Savarkar. President of the Alirindia Hindu MahaSkbha, addressiiig 
the Hindu Babha Conference at Khulniu strongly criticised the imloy Of the 
Congress Governments of placating Manomedans at the cost of Hindus, in the 
provinces where the latter were in a majority. 

His Excellency the Governor of Bengal accepted the resignation of the Bod. 

\6hamsuddin Ahmed as a member of the Council of Ministers. Thore wiui a 
redistribution of portfolios. 

At the AlMndia States Ttoples’ Conference, at Ludhiana, the aSairs in various 
States, particularly Bajkot, Jaipur and Hyderabad were discussed at length. The 
conference concluded its session. 

Leading members of the Praja Mandal, Jaipur State, were sentenced to various 
terms of imprisonment. 

Cm Mandit Affairs : The High Court ooosisting of Justices C. M. Loho and 
£. Weston, delivering judgment at Karadii, hmd tbf t on the material beifoie 
them, there was nothing to show that the Om Mandli was being nm lor teiy 
wrongful purposes. They, however, remoriied that as the present applidatkm (m 
Om Badh€) was not served on the parents of the girls, they could not do any- 
thing in the matter, and dismissed the same. (It may be recalled that in a 
recent case, where two parents served Lekhra} for the restoratloD of tbrir 
daughters, the girls made sensational allegations in the court agalnit Lekhrid* 
The Hindus in the Province held numerous protest meetings un^ the Govm- 
ment to ban the Om diandli and denounced it as **BubvenBve of tite oanotf to Of 
temilylife.’*) 


laili. Mahatm. Gandhi wrote two artieles. to tim Harftoii. one on Triivi^^ 
too other on Hydembad State, advishu toat the Hyaetol^ State Coiteims 
should oonttoue.ihe Bamnrioa of the SaSpagraha movement 
Tim Sind 

In the CoDjteff Sfetee, the Etfway iMyte mi diteu^ ; 
ili|M toot tlte Deperiment shocild make ill efibrte to toeteese fetettae 

idI ifdnee expiDditm. 
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In the U. P. Assembly, the Premier gave the official estimate of the casualties 
at Oampore, as 42 killd and about ^200 injured. Borne 800 persons had been 
arrested. 

19th. The Bengal Hindu Sabha Conference at Kluilna concluded its session after 
several resolutions aiming at the achievement of solidarity among Hindus were 
passed. Mr. Savarkar presided. 

4 Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque. Vice-Chancellor, Calcutta University, in 
opening the Nadia district primary school Uachers’ conference laid stress on the 
im^rtance of primary education m the building up of a nation. 

His Highness the Aga Khan said at Karachi, that he held the view that the 
advent of Federation was certain, though it may not be thrust on an unwilling 
India. There would be substantial modiiientious. iiis liighncss also said that 
he had been working for Hindu Muslim unity. 

lOth. In the Bihar Assembly, the Budget revealed “just balanced” estimates, only a 
surplus of Hs. 75,000 being expected. 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehrii had a long talk with Mahatma Gandhi at Wardha, 
during which they reviewed the situation arising fiom the re-election of Bj. Bubhas 
Chandra Bose as the President. 

His Highness the Gaekwar of Baroda issued a proflamation announcing 
Beformi in the State— the creation of an enlarged Dhaia Bablra with t.ii elected 
majority based on a wide territorial franchise. 

91sL In the Central Assembly, Sir C. S. Baipai, in reply to Mr. T. S. Avanashilin- 
gam Chettiar, stated that the Central AdviBo:7 Board of Education had generally 
approved the principle of the Wardha scheme which was one of Mucation 
through activity. 

ttnd. TMrtcen of the fifteen members of the All-India Congi’css Working 
Committee resigned from the Committee following an informal conference with 
Mahatma Gancllii at Wardha. They were : Sfiidar Vallabbhai Patel, Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad, Dr. Bajcndra Prosad, Mrs. Borojini Eaidu, Mr. B. 
Desai, Dr. P. Sitaramayya, Mr. S. Deo, Mr. H. Mchtab, Mr. Kripalnni, 
Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan, Mr. J. Daulatram, Mr. Bajnj and Pandit Nehriiv 
The princijjal reasons for the resignation.; were difiercnces with Sj. Bubhas 
Chandra Bose over the policy of the Congress and the feeling that Bj. Bose 
should be free to choose a Cabinet that represented his views. Bardar Piitel 
and his colleagues stressed in their communication to Bj. Buso that the time 
had come for the Congress to have a clear cut policy, not based or a compromise 
between differing groups in the party. 

. In tiie Bei^al Legislative Council, the Budget was discussed critically, 
the European Group accorded its sopixirt to the Finance Minister. 

In the Central Assembly, the cut motion moved to discuss tlie “inade- 
quate representation of Moslems in the railway servicei:” was passed without 
a division. 


tM. The death occurred in Calcutta of His Excellency Lord Brabouriie, 
Governor of Bengal. Many tributes were paid to His Excellency in both 
Houses of the Central Legislature. Following tlie death of Lord Braboume, the 
King approved oi the appointment of Sir B. N. Held, Governor of Assam, 
to act as Governor of Bengal and Mr. Henry Joseph Twyanham, Chief 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to act as Governor of Assam. 

In the Bihar Assembly Mr. Jamuna Kaiji { Congress ) speaking on 
the Budget, reiterate^ the charge that the Ministry wasi bent upon appointing 
non-Bibaris. 

In tlie U. F. Assembly, the Premier indicated that one of the interesting 
features of his Budget would be tiie revision of the scale of pay and of the 
conditions of service of all low paid employees of the Government and not 
toierely of police constables. 

. Mr. M. N. ^ Boy, nresiding over the Surma Valley Youth Conference at 
Bylhet, observed, '*lhe field of political activity of all the radicals and revolu- 
tionaries is the Congress. It has grave delfts, and radicals inside it enerienoe 
gj^ difficulties in working according to thm will and conscience. But the 
Congress is a mighty instrument creatid by the ma^'ses. It must be utilized 
for the liberatira of thq masses. II thM tok is neglected by the radicals, it 
may be utilized by otheia as an instrument againt the masses.” 
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1411k Sir Bobert Bdd asiuined ohaiffe as. Qdvernor of Bengal. 

In the United Frorinoes Aaaembly, the Budget diowed a deficit of Bs. 45 
IMul 

In the Central Asaembly, Sir G. 8. Bajpai (Secretary, Education, Health 
. and Landa Department) made a etatemeut on the situation in South Africa 
irith regard to the pnmoeed land legislation in South Africa afTecting Indians 
residm^in the Union. 

Mahatma &n^i issued a statment announcing his decision to go to 
Bajkot on a '"mission of peace*^$}ll the Satyagraha in Bajkot State Nvas 
suspended. ' ^ 

In the Orissa Assembly, the Budget repealed a deficit of Bs. 18,35,000. 

In the Bombay Legislative Council, the Budget proposals were disoussod. 
Prof. 0. Mahafani, while wdcoming the rural uplift and educational polides 
of the Government, criticised their taxation proposus, which, he thought, would 
lead to economic financial disaster. 

Mahatma Gandhi contributed three articles in the Harijan on events in - three 
States, Travancore, Limbdi and Jaipur ; the first advised the Travancore 
State Congressmen to ensure complete non-violence before embarking'" on a 
Satyag^caha. 

16 th. Sj. Bubhas Chandra Bose, the Congress President, accepted the resignatton 
tendered by 13 members of the Congress Working Committee. In view of the 
acceptance of the above resignations, the Congress Parliamentary Bub-Committeo 
stoM dissolved. Mr. J. B. Kripalani’s appointment as General Secretary 
of the All India Congress Committee also terminated with the acceptance of 
his resignation. As a result of the dissolution of the Congress Parliamentary 
Sttb-Committee the Powei of the Committee wci*e vested in the remaining two 
members of the Working Committee. Provisional arrangement were being made 
to appoint a ingress lecmer to take charge from Mr. Kripalani. 

17tb. Bj. Subhaa Chandra Bose, in his letter accepting the resignations of the 13 
memcers of the Congress Working Committee, hoped that the leaders would 
give hrm co-operation and assistance in the discharge of his duties as the Cour 
gress President. 

In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, there was an atmosphere of excitement 
and lively debate when the House met to consider the Calcutta Munici- 
pal Amenament Bill. 

In the Punjab Legislative Assembly, the Budget Estimates for 1339-40 revealed 
a surplus of Bs. 6 lakhs. 

The Assam Political Conference at Golo^hat adopted a resolution opposing the 
proposed Federal scheme contained in the Govenimcut of India Act. 

18 tb. His Excellency the Viceroy, speaking at a State banouet at Jaipur, said that 
the maintenance of goed relations between a Buler and his subjects was more 
important to-day than ever. 

In the Central Assembly, Sir James Grigg, Finance Member pi'esented his 
Kst Budget. He announced only a single measure of fsesh taxation— the 
doubling of the Customs duty. >on imported raw cotton. 


March 1939 

Chief Events: — Mahatma Gandhi’s fast on Bajkot issue — ^Communal 
itUshes m a number of U. P. Towns and near Calcutta— •52nd. Sebsiori of 
the Indian National Congress at Tripuri : the Pant Besolution on 
Congress Leadership discussed: Sj. Bose’s aspersion* on old Working 
Committee members regretted : President’s plan of • an Ultimatum to the 
BritUh Government rejected— i^nual session of the Chamber of Princes 
at New Poihi-—Satyag»ha in Travancore State. 

Ut Ilia Exoelleuey Sir George Lumley, Governor of Bombay, inanguraiting the 
luter-Universities Conference m %)mbay,'emphaBised "the imjiortant and dieeieivo 
part’’ which Indian Univerritiea would have to play at this "most inten^g 
snd vital period of Indiaa history.’’ ( 
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against the measure and aeodsed the Government of interfering with the 
iiuldamental rights and liberties of the people. 
lldL The OongraB programme was altei^ in view of a jmve torn in Sj. Subhas 
Chandra Bm’b illness. Sj. Bose remarked to Pandit Nehru, I Iwe n<rt come 
here to go to hospital in Jnbbolpore • 1 would much rather die here t h an be 
removed dsewhere before the sesdon is over.” Immediatdy after the Subjects 
Committee meeting, and befm the open sesmon of the Congrere all Gandhian 
leaders visited SiTBose, and informed him .Ih they had derided to delete from 
Pandit Govind J^labh Pant’s resolution, fSIped in the Subjects Committee 
meeting bn the 10th., the portion relating to the expression of regret at the 
*'aspemoBB’* cast on certain past members of the Oongress executive. The leaders 
also derided not to put the resolution before the plenary session of the Congress 
but to refeg it to the All-India Committee, to be taken up at a future convenient 
date. The business of major importance in the Subjects Committee was the 
discttSBibn of Pandit Jawharlai Nehru’s * national demand”. It was an anti- 
Federation resolution reiterating uncompromising <g>poBition to the Federal part 
of the Government of India Act and determination to resist its imposition. 

Dr. Ihttavi Sitaramayya, President of the Andhra Provincial OongMs Com>- 
mittee received an information that 50 women were arrested following a lathi 
charge on women Satyagrahis at Ealipatnam village, in the West Godavari 
District. 

Ehfui Bahadur Arizul Haque, Vice-ChancelloT Calcutta University in course of 
his address at the annual convocation, made a spirited defence of the achieve- 
ments and gifts of the Calcutta University against uninformed critics. 

The Princes held a private meeting (at New Delhi), at which the situation 
arising out of the agitation against the Indian States was thoroughly discussed ; 
the meeting oonsidwod certain proposals regarding internal reforms in the States. 

In the Assam Legislative Council (Upper House), there was a full debate on 
the Budget. The dominant note in various speeches was the want of adequate 
provision made in the Budget for tackling the serious unemployment existing in 
the province. 

Mr. B. N, Nioolls, Chairman, Darjeeling Branch of the European Association 
outlined at the annual general meeting at Darjeeling, the principal matters that 
the Committee had worked on during the past year. 


Ifth. The 52nd. session of the Indian National Congress concluded. Pandit Pant’s 
xesolution on Congress leadership was passed by an overwhelming majority. The 
resolution regrettw the ''aspersions” cast against the members of the old Work- 
ing Commit^ reiterated faith in the policy and programme hitherto pursued 
under the guidance of Mahatma Qandhi and recommended that the President 
should nominate the Working Committee for the yei^ in accdRance witii 
Mahatma Gandhi’s wishes : voting was by show of hands. The Socialists remained 
neutral. The session rejected half a dozen amendments (including Mr. K. F. 
Nariman’s motion that in view of . the alarming state of the President’s herith 
tiie consideration of Pandit Pant’s resolution be postponed till the President was 
in a fit condition to attend the meeting). 

The derision of the greatest import was the rejection of the Congress President’s 
plan of an ultimatum to the British Government, in order to ensure that the 
Congress demand, common to both groups, was met within a prescribed time- 
limit— Sj. Barat Chandra Bose suggested a time limit of six months, but 
Pandit Jawharlai Nehru said that they would be deceiving themselves if they 
thought that they could win their freedom from the British Government by 
using high sounding phrases and words. What was required -was an 
enunciation in clear terms of the ''national demand”, and prei^aration fpr tlie 
struggle through purifying and strengthening the Congress organization^ This 
view was accepted by the Congress in the form of a long resolution, Ijifiniug 
the Congress demand. 

IMh. His ^cellency the Viceroy opened' the session of the Chamber of Princes at 
New Drihi. Over 50 Ruling Princes and Chiefs were present. 

In the Central Assembly, Sir Ziauddin, Ahmed moved the first of the Moslem 
league .Ttey’s cut motions, in order to discuss the inadequate representation of 
Moslems in tiie Central services, other than the Railways. 

Sj. BuUias Chandra Bose on his way back to Calcutta from Tripuri was 
detained at IRumbad owing to his ill-health. r 
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The Jam Sahib of Nawanagar. Chancellor, (Sianiber of Prinoee in fhanldiig 
Hia Excellency the Viceroy for presiding at the Annual session of the Chamber 
of Princes, stated* ^'The Indiah Princes are not averse to progress in tiieir 
States with due regard to local condition and resoarces but we deny the rig^t 
of any party from outside to dictate to us or to coerce us in me matter of 
constitutional reforms in our States.** 

In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, the Premier made an emidiatib denial 
that the Government were without a miicy or programme in the matter of 
primary 4 ductftion, in reply to Dr. Syama Prosad Mukherji, ex- Vice-chancellor 
of the Calcutta University. 

At Faridpur, resolutions urging the establishment of branches of the Hindu 
Sabha in evorv union of Faridpur district and the organization of gymnasiums 
in every village, were passki at a public meeting of Hia4tt8 under the 
presidency of Bai Bahadur Tarak Chandra Chatterjee. 

The Bengal Government sustained a defeat in the Bengal Legislative Council, 
in connexion with the Calcutta Police and Suburban Amendment Bill, 1939, 
which sought to give lower to the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, to depute 
one or more police olHccrs to attend any public meeting for the purpose of 
reporting the proc;eedings of such meetings.— There was a tie over an opposition 
amendment and the President, Mr. S. Mitra cast his vote in favour of the 
amendment.— The amendment was moved by Dr. Bauha Kumud Mukherji 
(Congress) aud sought to delete the explanation defining a public meeting. 

15th. His Excellency the Viceroy received Mahatma Gandhi at New Delhi— the 
interview lasted for about 2 hours. 

Tile Central Assembly resumed discussion of cut motions on the general 
Budget. Mr. B. Balymurthi moved the first of the CougreM party cuts to 
censure the Govern ment for their defence iK>licy and administration. 

The C. P. Budget Estimates for 103D-40 revealed a surplus of Rs. 196 lakhs. 

llic Bengal Legislative Council passed the Calcutta and Bubarban Police 
(Amendment) BUI as modified by the House 

ISth. The Committee of seven formed by Mahatma Gandhi before his departure 
for Delhi for undertaking work in the Uajkot State and to launch a dnye to 
liuuidate illiteracy in the State, began its work. ^ ^ 

Twenty-four persons iverc committed to the sessions in connexion with the muf* 
der of Major B. L. Ba/algettc, Political Agent, Eastern States Agency, at Banpur. 

In the Central Asseml)ly. when (lisciissiou on cut motions was returned on 
general Budget, Mr. T. S. A. Chettiar moved the second of the Congxesa eats 
to discuss tiie conditions of Indians overse.a8. 

Ill thsll'unjai} Asscmlfiy, the Premier, Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, replying to 
the gcucrlu doimte on the Budget, made a fervent appeal to the Opposition 
paT|y to lend him their full co-operation and assistance la effacing communolism 
amt the preaching of violence in the province. 

A deputation of Arya Samajists iuclmling Lala Deshbandhu Gupta and 
Professor Sadhikar waited on Mahatma Gandhi with regard to Arya Samaj 
Siiiyagraiia in Jlydcrabad State. 

t7th. The Assam Assembly eoiuiiiucil discussion of the principles of the Goalpara 
Tonaoey Amendment Bfll, wliieh was moved for reference to a Select Committee 
l)y Ihc 'lioveiiuc Minister. 

\Mr. IL B. Whiielicad, Chairman of the Indian IMining Associai.ioR, presiding 
at the aiimialjrcneral meeting of the Association at the Boyal Exchange, GSlcotta, 
snrvcytMl tlu* fbsiiioii of the eoal iixliistry. 

In 'the Biluir Legislative Assembly, the establishment of an Agricultural 
ill the province v as urged by a motion, moved against the demand 
itulff the head, “Agriciiitirrc’'. 

' iS Exccllcni'y Sir tieor^c Cunningham, Governor of the N. W. F. P,. in 
the course of his address, dcclariug oficti the New Assembly Chamber, ma& a 
survey of the various problems facing the Frontier Province. 

The Sind Assembly resumed its Budget sesnon. The Hindu Independent 
1\irty hchl out, due to the al^*^e(l failure of the Government to comply with 
tliiir demamis. the number of which increased to eleven. The aemands 
inidiidoil the banning of the Om A/andalt, the implementry of the premief'a 
assarance regarding the proposals aud opiKisition to the expansion of 

the Ministry. 
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laub la Om Boagal AwemUj, to iq^jr to a fiMitioa hf Mr; Mura Subedar, Bir 
Hcgfaiald MBxwdl. Home Mraber, staled that tbe Qmemment were alive to the 
danger of subversive propaganda in this country financed from abroad but regretted 
Uias they were unable to mvuke publicly the informadon* in their pjesseaeto. 

In the Orissa Assembly, Taldier refugees and Bunnai not figured prominently 
in the course of discossion. ^ ^ 

Mr. Pattom A. T. Fillai, Presidenl, Travancose Stale Congress and Mr. G. 
Bamchandran, member of the State €ongrea| ^Working Committee and member 
of the Altlnoia Congress Committee^ were anasied under see; 40 el the Travon- 
core Oriinliial Procedure Code. 

Hie Assam Assembly passed' the demand for gnnts< under the head **Gcncnil 
Adminiatration” but xmased. the Budjs^ provision of Ba. 44, 230 under the head* 
**Commiisioner8’* on a cut motioa moved by Maulavi Muhammed Amjad Ali 
(Goalpara)* Hie Qovemmeut agreed with, tms motion. 

10^ Mahatma Gandhi had a prolonged bilk with a number of former members 
of the Working Committee of the Congress at. New Belhir Those present were 
Pkndit Jawhaxlal Nehru, Bardar vSilabhbhai Patel, Pandit GOvind fiallabh 
Pam and Mr; Bhulabhai Desai. A telegram was received from 6j. Barat 
Chandra Boae, eanceHihg. his proposed visit...... .The absenee o£ emeraency 

provisions in the Congress constitutioa to deal with an interrugniim during 
which no Wtnking Committee was in ezistense, formed the subject of comment 
and tbure was a haiedening of the q^pinion which was expressed by some at 
Hripuri towards the close of the Congress session that the All India Congress 
Conamittee should ba summoned early to deal with the situation. 

On the advise of Mahatma Gandhi the Jaipur Satyagraha was suspended. 

Seventeen persons were injured as the result of a communal clash at Dacca. 

In the Bihar Assemblyi speaking on the Budget motion for the introfluction 
of Khadi Uniforms for the police, Mr. Krishna Ballabh Bahay, Parliamentary 
Secretary, declared that Govenunent were prepared to purchase as much Khadi 
as coidd be supplied by the All-India Bpbners’ Association for police uniforms. 


In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, Khwaia Bir Xazimuddin, Home Minister, 
in moving for a grant of Ks. Ks. 2,14,r>5»aX) for the Police Deinirtment gave a 
warning that there was a class of people in Bengal who were out to bring about 
wvdliition in the province and to upset the existing order of society. 

fist The Assam L^slative Aseembly passed tbe demands for grants under the 
heads *T 4 md Revenue”, **Adminiitration of Ju.>tice” and '^I’rovincial Excise” 
lor sums not exceeding Bs. 27,97,0U0 ; Hs. 6,96,400 and lis. 3,51,^00. 
But the provision in the Budget for the apjiointmcnt of an Advoratc-Geiicral 
lor Assam was subiect to strong criticism in the Assembly. The divernmciit, 
however, defeated the Opposition. 

In the Bihar Assembly, discussion on two cut motions against the demand in 
xevpect of "General Administration” occupied the entire day’s sitting. 

Hie Madras Ijegislative Assembly voted the grant for Ministers and General 
Administration. The Budget grants lor District Administration, Jails, 
Administration of Justice and Police were voted. 


Mud. In the Central Assembly, the urgency of a Hindu Moslem understanding 
was emphasized by the leaders of both the Moslem League and Congress 
Parly. Mr. M. A. Jinnah declared that real victory would not come to the 
Congress until they had removed tbe barriers between the two j^eoplc, while 
Mr. Bhulabhai Desai believed that the differences were more psychologv'al than 
real and confidently hoped that they would march together "to tpt liberty whidi 
is ours ” The Moslem League party remained neutral on Ihe voting ia the 
Divorce Bill debate. 

Tbe Government sustained a defeat in the Central Assembly by 35 votes i|| 38, 
when Mr. Anantbasavanam Ayyangar moved a resolution to reduce a salc^uty 
of Bs. 1-4 per maund by four annas. 

In the Bihar L^islative Assembly, Dr. Baiyid Mahmud, Minister, replying to 
a cut motion, said, "The Government are alive to the seriousness of rural in- 
debtedness and are contemplating relief iheasures mure important and more fer 
reaching than a conciliation Bill.” f 

In the Punjab Assembly, after a two-days’ lively debate, the House rejected by 
00 votes to 35, the cut motion of the Congress I’anty. to censure the general 
policy c (he Government in regard to jail administrtion iii the Puuj^. 
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SM. In the Oenitnl Aaaeinbly, Bir H. P. Hody^s amoidmeiit to omit the piovi- 
ikm in the PInanoe Bill to double the imoort duty on raw cotton waa pasBcd 
In the Aesembly by SO votes to 44. The Moslem L^ue party remained neutral. 

Dr. J. N. Moisan, K. C. eiplained -what the position of Indian States 
would be under Federation, when he ddivered his Tagore Lecture in the 
Univdrsity of Gfdcutta on *Tederalism and the Government, of India Act.** 

In Lahora over a hundred Kishan demonstrators were arrested. A i^ty of 
•hoot 2D00 Kiflhans irom various villages of the Lahore District collected at the 
Hunicipei Gardens with the intention of marching to the Assembly Chamber to 
record uieir*nrotest against the increase of land tax. 

Om Maniali :~-Following the failure of Dada Lckhraj to car^ out the 
Govmment’s request for the segregation of the males from the premises of the 
Om Mandali, the Government served him with an order under sec. 144, Cr. 
P. 0., .to be in force for a period of 14 days, to abstain from admitting 
female inmates of the said institution to any plaice wherein he may be for the 
time bdna. Badht'\ President of the Mandali, was directed l>y another 

order to abstiin from adntttting male members to the institution. 

ttih. His Highness the Maharaja of Holkar issued an older apiiointing a Constitu- 
tion Committee, with Bai Bahadur Bangllal, Judicial Minister, as convenor, to 
re^xirt on what lines local self -Govern meat should be develo|x^ in the Btate 
and in what manner the constitution of the I^islative Council should be 
revised and reformed so as to ensure increasing association of the peoj)le with 
the administrative machinery, due r^rd being pidd to local conditions and 
the requirements and circumstances of the State.— The Committee consisted 
of four officials and seven non-officials, the latter including the president of the 
Indore Praja Mandal. 

Om Mandali affairs : Sadhu Vaswani, the leader of the Satyagraha movement 
against the Om Mandali, and 36 volunteers including 12 ladies wei-e taken into 
custody by Ihe police when they attempted to inarch in a prot^ession to the 
Secretariat in defiance of the Government order. The District Magistrate sen'^ed 
an order under sec. l44 Cr. P. C. on Sadhu Vaswani and others. 

In the Bind Assembly Hao Sahib Gokiddas moved an adjournment in 
connexion with Sadhu Vaswani’s arrest— Sii]>TK)rtcrs of the motion vehemently 
opposed the promulgation of an order under Sec. 144 against the Satyagmhis, 
who thev said were observing absolute non-violence. They insisted that the 
'^Om Mandali*’ should be banned. Sheikh Alxliil Majid (Muslim League) 
suggested the bringing in of necessary legislation to ban the institution, if there 
was no legal provision at present. Sir Ghnlnm llussain Ilidayatullah, Minister 
for Law and Order, opposing the motion said : The Government had to 
protect tiie civil liberties of all. The Hindu liidc]>ciulcnt8 had been showing 
tile pi^ls at the two Hindu Ministers. Hie Government had done every 
thing m their iiower. Ihcy would, however, try to find out if tliere was any 
law whereby they could close the Mandali. He added that cases were i>cnding 
Bi the Court. The l^emier, Khan Bahadur Allah Bux gave an account of the 
genesis of the trouble. The motion was talked out. 

The Titavancorc Satyagraha The first rrcswlcnt of the Travancorc vState 
Congress, Mr. Pattom A, Ihanu Pillai, and tv.o members of the State Congress 
Council of Action, Messrs G. Bnm Chandra and P. J. Sebastian were sentenced 
by the District Magistrate of Kottayam to one year’s simv>lG imprisonment each. 

23th. Sj. Bubhas Chandra Bose, the Congress President, in a statement to the 
Press, set forth the reasons for the delay in announcing llic now Congress 
Working C^mittee. Sj. Bose said-tJiat spei'ific matters like the ap]ioiiitmc;nt 
of the Committee etc., could not be dealt with until ainl unless 

the gcnejrffiW issues arising out of tlic adoption by the (Congress of G. B. 

S nt’s resolution had been fully discusscil and decided u]ion after consultation 
th Mahatma Gandhi. Sj. Bose said that lie woiiUi like to ascertain from 
ihatma Candhi the latter’s interpretation of IVutdit I'ant’s icsoliition, namely 
whether he took it as a vote of no-con iideiu'c on Sj. Bose and desired him to 
resign the Presidentship or whether he took it as an attempt at rnpprochmont 
between Mahatma ^Gandhi, and the Congress President, ulthougli Sj. Bose 
bdievod that there never had been any break with Mahatma GancUii on his side. 

^ The Central Assembly - i^Jec ted by oO votes to 42 the Finance Bill which was 
returned to the House withv t^ Govcnior-GctierM's rcc^ommendation that it 
be passed. 
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isint te annuil maetuM of’^ tbt, Btend Nftti6iid''Gbamber.ol:C^ 
C^tt%.11uiii«w liido-Entiali Tted». Agreement was stropgl): cnikimd by 
Sr BOun Sankar FbuL 

0» Mand^U: In.tlie Sind Aeeembly, the Hindu Indc|)aideDt Party dedded 
al its meetiag ' at EacacM to table a *^no-confideiice’* motibn and were obtaining 
tile neceesary mgnatnres of tfae^ members of thie Assembly. They sent 
telegrams to the. Hindu membm of the Assembly who were out of station 
then to oome to Earachi 

tt. At Meerut, a dedsion to appoint a Oommi!^ to examine and report on 
the yadoua draft schemes put forward as being more likely than the present 
constitution to secure the rights and interests of the Moslems in India, was. 
taken at a meeiuig of the Working Committee of the All-India Moslem liesgue 
at the residence cd^awab Mohamei Ismail Khan, PreRident of the U. , P. 
Provincial Moslem League. The meeting passcrl another resolution advising 
Moalems in the States to organize themselves effectively and assuring them cu 
its fidlest support. 

At the annual session of the Bihar Provincial Hindu Conference which begw 
at Monghyr, Mr. V. D. Bavarkar, President, Hindu Mahasabha, observ^, ^It is 
a happy sign that Hindus have b^ome alive to the idea of national unity and 
axe organmng themselTeB. That is why, although I am a Maratha, 1 am 
presiding at a conference in Bihar.*' The Hindu Sabha stood for Hiudutma 
whidi embraced Hindu Society, culture, language etc., and need not be looked 
upon with needless suspicion. 

At a public meeting in Calcutta, strong speeches were made whm the 
Tripuri session of the Congress was reviewed and a resolution passed criticizing 
Pandit Puit’s resolution as a serious departure from the Congress constitution.— 
The meeting was convened by a section of Congressmen. 


ITth. Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan, Commerce Member, made a notably 
clear explanation of the intricacies of the new Indo-British Trade Agreement, 
when he moved its approval in the Central Assembly. He stressed Uio value 
of the arrangement with a country which was India's b^t customer, aud with 
which India’s trade had been steadily increasing since pre-Ottawa days. 

In the ^ind Assembly, a no-confidence motion in the Ministry was moved 
by Dr. Hemandas Wadhwani. 

His Excellency the Governor of Bind accepted the resignations of the two 
Hindu Ministers, Mr. Nichaldas Vizirani and Mr. Dialmal Daulatram. 

At the Chittagong District Youth Conference held under the jtresidontHhip of 
Mr. M. N. Boy at Chittagong, reference to the leaders of the Cliittogong 
armouiy raid and deprecation of Mahatma Gandhi's act were uttcr^. The 
conference concluded after adopting a series of resolutions dcfnnnding refund of 
the punitive tax and the collective fines realized from Chittagong during the 
terrorist movement, urging formation of a nationalist militia and between all 
left forces in the Congress to build a national front in the fight for freedom. 

The Committee set up by His Highiiras the Biiler of Mundi State to revise 
the constitution of the Mandi State LcH^iidative Council, with a view to enlarging 
its powers, submitted its report. 


08^ 6). Bubhas Chandra Bose^ the Congress President, made an appeal to tlio 
Oongressmen In the Punjab to join hands in furthering the Congress cause in the 
provinoe and uphold the honour of the province and w the country as a whole. 

An impoi^t constitutional point involving the rights and privil<^cB of the 
tegal Lmslative AsHcmbly was raised by Iho Speaker (Khan Bahadur Aziziil 
Hanua) when a non-ofiicial BdP called **Thc Bural Poor and Uigibiloycd Bolief 
Bill” as paased by the Upper House came up for considcrulil^ Tno question 
was whether a Bill which, when originally introduced in tlie llpijcr House, tin- 
tained provisions having financial <^%ations by the Government, and Ti i d 
•ttbaequently been changed and passed by that House, could lie sent to the 
Lower House in that changed form for considcratbn. 

In the Oentral Aasembly, Sir Aubrw MeteoHe ASocrctavy for External Affairs) 
informed Mr. X B. A^ Chottiar that the Government of India were coriesnondiiig 
with the. A&han. Government through His Majesty's Minister on the subject eff 
Indians in AfghaBistan^ and th^ were endcavounng to Obtain an improvemont 
of eonditkni with regard to . trade, and other matters. 

The- Central Assembly x^ted by 59 : votes to 47 thb Commeico Memher’a 
aotion.that^tlie Ihdh-Briudi^T^ Agreement be approved. Before ^ divisioa 



» THE INDIAN ANNUAL BEOISTER [ 20 HimoB ^ 

ILr. IL A. Jiaaih mmimood that tbe llbekm League Futj would lemain 
ueutcaL 

In the Aaiam Lgcialatlve Aeeembly, the demande under the heada **Induatriea**. 
Jails and Convict Bettlemeats, Civil works (escluding establishment) Loans and 
Advances bearing and not beoring interest were granted. 

astlL A riot broke out at a meeting at the Baradari Hall, Lucknow, convened by 
non-^Congressmen to protest against the .financial policy of tbe United Frovineea 
Oovemmeht.^ 

tOth. Hie Council of State adopted the motion on Indo-Britiidi Trade Agreement by 
28 votes to 10. 

The Assam Le^lative Assembly passed demands for mnts under ^'Veterinary” 
*'Oo-qperation”, "Miscellaneous l^rtments” and unto “Miscellaneous” heads, 
but the incream number of Ministers and their tours came in for severe criticism 
by an Opposition cut motion when voting on demands for supplementary grants 
was taken up*. 

In the Sind Assembly, Dr. Wadhwani moved his no-confidence motion against 
the Allah Bux Ministry. 

81 st. The Central Assembly passed without a division, Sir Reginald Maxwdl’s Bill 
for the Begistration of Foreigners >wUh an amendment seeking to include in the 
definition, residents of the Dominions. 

Sir Bijay Cliand Mahateb, Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwr.n, in Calcutta, 
made an apped to landloxds to unite to stem the tide of "anti-landlordism” that 
was spreading over Bengal, 

At Lucknow, the Madhe Sahaba agitation took a serious turn when hundreds 
of Shias and Sunnis clashed. The police opened fire. Over a dozen constables 
and three officers, besides a number of rioters were injured. A confew cnder was 
promulgated. 

Hi the Sind Assembly, the no-confideiice motion against the Ministry vas 
withdrawn following a conference between the Ministers and the Hindu Indepen- 
dent Party. The Premier speed to meet the demands of the Hindus to some 
extent and promised to deal with the Om Mandali suitably. 


April 1939 

Chief Ewents Federal Court Award on the Bajkot Dispute : Sir 
Maurice Gwyer's findings ; Moslem agitation in the State : Mahatma 
acknowledges defeat to Durbar Yirawalla — Om Mandali agitations 
continued — Muslim League meetings held in different parts of the country — 
Tabarra agitation at Lucknow — AU India Landholders' and All-India 
Kisan Conferences held simultaneously at Lucknow and Gaya — All India 
Congress Committee at Calcutta : Sj, Subhas Bose tenders resignation of 
Presidentship on his failure to form a Working Committee : Babu 
Ba jendra Prosad . elected President. 

1ft The Maharaja of Santosh died in Calcutta,-- he was the President of the 
former Bengal Legislative Council. 

The Assam Legislative Assembly passed the following taxation Bills moved by 
the Govcniaent : Assam Safes of Motor Spirit and Lubricants Taxation Bill, 
Assam SahHIfax Bill, Assam Amusements and Betting Tax Bill and Assam 
Motor VcdoBi Taxation (Amendment) Dill. 

In an amele in Harijan, Mahatma Gandhi wrote, "Those who lifi^Uy 
talk of freedom in the States and hope to attain it through civil resistance do not 
know what they aTe talkmg.about.”> 

In the Sind Assembly Messrs Kiehaldas Vaziraui and Dianud Daulatram were 
Bwom ill as Ministers. 

2nd. His Excellency Goi’cmor of tlie Punjab, Sir Henry Craik, performed the 
oiiening i*crcmony of the Eiponon Barmge, which marked the oompletioa of the 
Haveli project. 

Under the auspices of thcjiimgal Provincial Congress Committee in Calcutta, 
a public meeting was held under the presidency ol Mr. Santoah Komar Baao, 
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ii ex«lfayor of Golcutta, to protest against the Calcutta Municipal Act 
(^^dment) Bill, engaging the attention of the Bengal Legislative Assembly. 

ML Sir Maurice Gwyer, Chief Justice of India, gave his venlict. on the Raikot dis* 
pillie*~Befening to the documents under dispute Sir jilaurice Gwyer declared 
Mutt according to them the Thakore Sahib undertook to appoint the permns re- 
commended by Saidor Vallabhbhai Patel and that he did not reserve to himsdf 
any discretion to reject those of whom he disapproved. The Thakore Sahib, 
the Chid Justice said, was entitled to criticiase^^e recommendations and to urge 
their reconsideration but unless it could be ihi^n that any of the persons were 
neither servants nor subjects of the State, Banhir Vallabhbliai Patel was entitled 
to have the last word. The Chief Justice also remarked. "I am constrained to 
observe that opinions may l)c strongly held without being dishonestly held, and 
I i}ermit myself to hope that the Committee, w^hen constituted, may enter upon 
its difficult task in au atmosphere free from accusations and reerriminations. Tlie 
interests of parties are of imiKirtaiu'c, but I conceive tliat of no less importance 
are the interests of the gcncrnl body of the inhnfiitsnts of Rajkot.” 

The Bihar Assembly imssod an ofIi(‘ial resolution urging the abolition of tlio 
excluded areas and bringing them under the regular administration of the 
Government 

4tli. His Excellency the Viceroy granted a long interview to Mahatma Gandhi in 
Bdhi which lasted li hours -the interview was generally regarded as a natural 
sequel to the publication of the Gwyer Award. 

The Bengal Legislative Assembly, after a protrnctetl dcliatc, agreed to procccii 
with the coiisiderntion of the Moncylcmlcrs’ lUll, ns reported by the Select 
Committee. Incidentally, the Speaker (IClian Bahadur Azizul ^ Haque) gave a 
ruling that the provincial legislature was quite competent to legislate on money- 
lending. 

The Satyagraha campaign in the Mewar State w’as suspended on the advice 
of Mahatma Gandhi. 

In the Assam Legislative Assembly, a motion protesting against the com- 
munique fixing the hours for the stoppage of music before mosques was defeated 
by 54 votes to 42. 

The death occurred of His Highness Maharaja Sir Aditya Narayan Singh of 
Benares, at Ramuagar fort, in Benares State. 

5th. In the Bind Assembly, the Select Committee on the Bind Anli-Dotvry Bill re- 
commended tlmt dowries should be limited to a maximum Rs. 5UU/- 


6th. The Central Assembly ])ns8cd the Tariff Amendment Bill relating to broken 
rice, silk, })H]>cr, and pulp and magnesium chloride. 

J>. S. 0 . I^nw, j)rcsiding at the annual general meeting of tlic Sunderban 
Ijandlioldcrs' Assotnation, in Calcutta, made an apincciaiivc reference to the 
work of the Land Ifevciiuc Commission, presided over by Sir Francis Floud, 

Tlie Assam Assembly carric<l by 57 votes to’J8 the Agricultural Income-Tax Bill, 

The OpiKisitioii in the Bengal Asscmlily w'alked out as a protest against a certain 
remark made by Mr. Moxaininal Huq (Coalition rarty) during discussion of the 
Amusement Tax (Amendment) Bill. 

Om Manduli : The owlcr under See. Ill Cr. P, C. juitting a ban on male mem- 
bers entering the Om Mainhdi and Om Nivas institutions, w'as extended by a 
further iicriod of 14 days. 

The Princes of Kathiawar Sjhtcs and tlieir Ministers met in a conference in 
Jamnagar lijusc, Raikatr ‘Uftder the president shi]> of tlie Jam Sahib of 
Nawaiiagar. The dismissions ccntrotl round the recent proposals of the Resident 
for the Western India States for a common l*olicc force andjjjbcommon High 
Court for the smaller States. 

7lh. Bj. Siibhns Chandra Bose issiwl a statement to the Press regarding the award 
of Sir Maurico Gwyer on the Rajkot s^hir. He saiil “1 have just fiiiisheil 
reading Sir ]ilaurh*c Gwycr’s Awanl on ^e Rajkot affair. The Thakore Saliib’s 
refusal to imi>lcment the agreement ciitcrcd into with , Banlar Patel had been a 
rude and painful shock to every hotly and most of all to Mahatma Gandhi. Now 
that the award has fully vindicated the stand taken by Mabatmaji and 
Bardar Vallabhbhai, I ho)ie the Thakore Sahib will have no hesitation in accep- 
' ting the award in the proper spirit and that he will take stciis to implement it 
without delay. I ho\ye further that the Reforms Committee will px^pare a charter 
of the people’s rights and that it will be adopted by the State.” 
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At Lncloioir, Biz hundred BhiM were inested for infolidbr redting TUbint. 
Thoie arreeted included come of the memben of the dd Bc^al fomilj* 

Dr. Khan Sahib, the Fmider, N, W. Frontier Frovinoeb in an mtenriew re : 
certain iMroTitnona of the North-Weat Frontier Province Agrichltural Prodnce 
Marheta BiE, obaerved, *The Ocmgreaa haa alwaya atood for the joat protection 
of rif^ta of every' commonity, and I, aa an ormnary aoldier of the Oongreaa 
army, mnat carry out the Gpngreaa policy. 

eih. The MflhardadbiraJ of Darbhanga, addreaaing the All-India Landholdera’ 
Aiaodatioa at*iiaeknow, dedated toat in the event of war, Indian landlorda 
would place thdr entire reaourcea at the diapoaal of Hia Majeaty the King» 

Mr. J. N. B. MdbtiL preaiding over the annual meeting of the Federation of 
Ipdian Ghambera of Commerce, in Delhi, urg^ aeparate trade agreementa with 
aeveral European countriea for devdoping India’a trade. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah, predding over a meeting of the Council of the Modem 
Leittue, at New Delhi, made a atatement that the Modem League waa not 
pl^ea to any ^particular acheme of Federation and that a final acheme would be 
drawn up by tne Working Committee after cloae examination of the whole queatioa. 

In hie apeech aa Preddent of the Bengal Provincial Modem League in Cdcutta^ 
Mr. A. K. Fadul Huq, the Bengal Premier, bbae^ed. 'The Qmgreaa ia at the 
preaent moment an organization of political hypocritea.^ 


0th. Mahatma Qandhi leaned an article oititled *'Have I erred,” whidi waa in 
reply to thoae critica who aaaerted that hia faat in Bajkot to the neglect ol Tripoli 
waa out of proportion, that he ahould not have been ‘*dandng attendipice on the 
Viceroy and that hia action in accepting the verdict of the (mid Juatice of the 
Fedfiffal Court waa at variance with Congraa Oppodtion to Federation. 

At the meeting of the General Committee of the Bengal Provincial Modem 
League, in Calcutta, reaolutiona were pasaed urging the Government not to re- 
cognize the claim of the Indian Nationd Congresa. to be a ‘‘national’* organiza- 
tion ; condemning the Italian invaaion of Albani, “the only Modem Kingdom in 
Europe” and calling upon Moalema to counteract the evil eSecta of the Commu- 
niat movment in Bengal. 

In hia preaidentid apeech at the All-Bengal College and Univeraity Teachera’ 
Conference at Daulatpur, Mr. Pramatha Nath Banneijee, Principal of the Univer- 
dtv Law College, Cafoutta, criticized the Bengal Government’s monetae aid to 
Hindu achoola and coUegea in the province. He pointed out that thou^ the 
Government had in the current year made conaiderable provision for the grant of 
stipends and scholarships, the grants would be on the basis that 60 p, c. would go to 
the Moslem Community, 20 percent to the scheduled castes and ^ p. c. to ‘others’ 
—including 65'5 percent of tne Hindu students in the afiiliated institutions. 

Achorya Narendra Dev, in his presidential address to the All-India Kiaan 
Conference, at Gaya, declared, ^A revolutionary change has come over the 
peasants’ way of thinking. There ia a new urge for knowledge. He has begun 
to criticize his surroundings and those whom he had rendered unquestioning 
obedience in the past The old Badness is giving way to buoyancy. A new spirit 
is abroad in the villages, and if we make proper use of the new favourable 
situation and give a proper direction to i^easant activities we can make them an 
irresistible force in the country. The virtue of discipline has to be brought home 
to them.” 

The Mahi-aiadhiraj Bahadur of Darbhanga, presiding over the All-India 
Landholders’ Conference at Lucknow, appeded to the landholders to take note 
of the <lemo(X^c tendencies in the moaein world, re-establish contact with the 
villagers an^Hyt in terms of the vUlagers’ wdfare. 

The All-Ini^!Andholder8’ Conference idqated the Maharajadhiraj Darbhanga 
as the PresiKt of the Federation and;;:|ijfio|ted the constitution drafted by toe 
constitution Sub-committee under AiM JWuuraia of Mymenainii^ with the 
recommendation that the aipendmenta |pai» were moved dmuld be referred to a 
Bub-icommittee. ; 

The Committee of the Moslem League, premded over by the Baja of Pirpur 
maintained in its repmrt on the Waioha B^me of Education that the scheme 
aimed at facilitating the coovepifon of the youth to the ideal of the Congiesa. 

The All-India Women’s Cwferettoe made an appeal to supportittg the pio- 
poaed inquiry into the dghte o| Indian Women, re. Mr. Jinan$i Hedge’s reso- 
lution in the Central Aitoaiitty xegming the appointment of a Oonwttee of 
Inquiry into the le^ rifi^ and diaamlitieB of women in India. 
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MIt Tht Saimi leiden of Luoknow dooided to Mek logoi nlioC with n^ud to 
fio neitaioD of Ihbom by Shiai oad they airpioeched Oie Jioetl GoFomiMiit 
iir Mnotiioii to Imnch iiroMcatioii ageiiitt Bhlio. 

Attempti to eolve iS» pioblem of xefagm from Taldher in Angnl reeeiied a 
deidloek loUowinff the stand taken by the Euler of Taleher that the agmament 
•Rived at an omelal conferenoe in Angnl on Marah 22nd, wia not landing 
otthia. 

On Sia adidoa of Mahatma GandM Sa^mgndia waa dropped in Bainandgeon 
and Ohhnifchadan States in the Ohattisgarh <SSlion. 

At the open session of the Pronncial^ Ibislim League^ New Delhii Mr. 
Hnasain InuSm member of the Council of Stata presided. conferenoe 
appeabd' to the Muidiins. in view oi thnr eeononiio and finanoial oondition, to 
use Swadeshi doth and other articles,, and especially to give prderenoe* to 
goods piodaoed by Mbslims. Finally, it was roadvea that Government of 
India JM ia inoomplete*’ and that the All India Moalim Leagne fdumid be 
asked. to> prepare a. piefaiabie constitutiaRi, wludi would safeguard the x^ts 
ofMudimT -6- 

•The General Committee of the Btogal Provincial; Muslim Lasgne espreased 
theopinioii, in €Ucutt% ^under no mrciunstanoes should the Goverament 
xeoQgnias the ObngreBS a» a naidonal organisation representing the vsrioila 
eommunitios of India.** The Oeminittee declared that in matters oonoeming 
the Mndams^ the Government dboidd always be guided by the oinnion of the* 
MnsUm Lesiroe the sole and. aoknowledgad representatlva of tha Mndim 
Obmmnnity.” 

llfh. Mahatma Gandhi had a 7& nunntes* talk with Mr. E: 0. Gfbsen,. President, 
Western liafia Btatea on ^kot affairs. The prddem of dedding upon the 
personnel of the Eeforms Committee in aeoovdance wUh the notifications issued 
ny the Tfaskore Sahib of Eajkot State on December 26, 1236^ enconi^ered a 
fresh IdtdL 

In the Central Assembly, Dr. G. V. Deahmukh’s Hmda Women's Divorce 
Bill was diaenssed ; Sir N. N. Sircar, Law Member admitted that the question 
xdasd by Dr. Dedimukh’s Bill was one of great importaiioe and desarved every 
sympathy, bat Dr. Deahmukh had done no service to Hindu Women whose 
cause he championed hy his present BiU. 

l3k the C. P. Assembly, the Moslem League membera walked out in protest 
sgainat the refusal of the Deputy Speaker, Mrs. Anusuyabai Kale, to ^ve 
provisional consent to the adjournment motion (re : arrest of 145 Moeiems of 
&swa vUUm in Boldana district) tabled by Mr. M. M. Haq and Hi. 
Hidayit AIL 

Hia BQghnesa the Nawab of Tonk, at his birthday Dnrbar, announced the 
institatioa of partially dected administrative bodies, both local and central. 

_ lha Central Assembly passed Mr. D. M. Hedge's resolution reoommendhig 
the MTOointment of a Committee to examine and report on the present podtion 
of Women under the existing laws with spedal reference to rights and 
disabilities in regard to ownership and disposal of property, rights of 
gnazdiimsihip over children, rights to maintenance, rights in mpect of Joint 
fiunily mperty, rights of inheritance and succesdon and marital rights. 

The Teoeral Court gave a ruling on the bringing of cases sgainst pablio 
servants in a case aridng out of an appeal.— '^It will be open to His Excdlency 
(the Governor) after oonddering the facts of the case to give consent to a 
xiedi prosecution under 477 A. (ox the code) if he should think fit.*’ 


Itfh. 


bib the names of 
Le light of his 


Gandhi decided to submit to the ThakaPf|:| 

. persons for membership of Jha Reforms Committee 

negotiations with the Moslems And piayyats. 

m. Pattavi Sitaramayya, In^^Jini oourse of an interview at Bangalore 
■Qggoited the posdbility of A EsM Gbmmisdon shortly coming to invertigate 
the podtkm dt variona States in lApa. 

14fo. The oonversations between Mshatma Gandlu and the Moslem deputation at 
Baihol dM not result in any definite agreement regarding representation on 
Sa^Eefonns Committee . — A Bhayyat’s deputation waited on the Thakore Sahib. 

The Osntral Assembly passed without a division Sir M. Zafrullah Khan’s 
Titfiff to rednoe the protective duty on sugar from Es. 7-4 to Ba. 6-12' and 
to oontlnue it until 
4 
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In the Bombiiy AMembl}% :Mr. K. H Mimsln, ihe Hoine MiniiAer aide joi 
Imrmrtaiit onneimecmfMht the .qiiosti^ of tlw imification •of the Bar 

mid the tiT) 0 ti|||e of the duel evgtem on the originni side of the liomhay Hhsh 
Court ; he .the first reeding of a BHi to prevent an .lui^t^iallfied penoo 

from aotiug as advocatei attorney or pleaikr. 

15th« The negotiations with 3ios1eas at niajkot., in regard to the wsonnel of the 
Belorms Committee, having failai, ^lahatnin Gaiidlii, on behalf of Baxdar 
Vallabhbhai Patel, sent a letter to the Tiiakorc BaMU aubmitting a list of seven 
names for the Committee. 

A protdaraatioii amiouneing the intirodiietion of conadtational reforms ia 
iTripuia .Btate was read at the New Year Durbar at Agartola. 

IM. At Kajhot, about 5(K) Bliayats and Moslems staged an angry demonstration 
against Mahatma limidhi during evening prayers at the Baahtnyashala. 

At Lucknow^ a vigorous iudictmeiit ot the United Provinces Congress 
Ministry’s ailmiiustintivo policy, 8i>cidally in regard to prohibition, and variouB 
other taaation moastires was motlc at a conference representative of all non- 
Congress eLcmcnts in the proviiK*c.--8ir Tej nahadur Bapni presided. 

The majority of the Hindu .shopkeo«H!r8 in Calcutta observed hartai as a 
protest against the Calcutta Mnuicitval Act Amendment Bill. 

17th. The Dacca Mail coUidod with the 1C Down Passenger at Majdia» 65 miles 
from Cakmtta, on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 32 persons were believed to 
have been killal and more than 40 were thought to have been injured. 

The question of representation of Bhayats and Girnsias on the Rajkot 
Reforms Committee took a now turn following corrc8iH>ndenco between Mahatma 
Gandhi and the nroaidciit of the Grinsias’ Association. 

Mr. Jaiprakasli Narain, Genera! Secretary, All-India Congress Socialist Party 
and Mr. P. 0. Joshi in a joint statement stressed the need for the formation 
of the Working Committee of the Congress prior to the meeting of the 
All-India Oongr^s Committee. 

Eighteen taluqdars, headc<l by Raja Maheswar Dayal, walked out of the geneml 
moetiiig of the British India Asspi.*iation as a protest against the passing of a 
resolution seeking the intervention of Mahatma Gandhi in the dispute between 
taluqdars and the U. P. Government over the Tcnaney Bill. 

The Kislian Satyagraha in Lahore, which was started as a protest against the 
new land assessment rates in Lahore took a new turn, when a jatha of seven 
women 8«atyagrahis entered the ])rohibitcd area. 

18th. Dr. Ral>imlni Nath Tagore and 8ir P. C. Roy sent telegrams to Mahatma 
Gandhi an<l Sj. Sublias Chandra Bose requesting that" Mahatma Gandhi and the 
Congress President siioiild meet before the Congress meeting with a view to 
putting an end to the present state of affairs. 

Mr. M. A. Jiniiah, President, AU-Iiulia Moslem I;eague, in a Press statement, 
criticized Mahatma Gandhi's attitude regarding Moslem representation on the 
Rujkot Reforms Committee, and mlviscd Moslems in the State to boycott the 
Committee. 

A fresh hitch occurred over the ix^rsoniiel of the Rajkot Reforms Committee. 
Tlio Tliakore Salieb replied to Mahatma Gandhi's letter of April 15, stating that 
six of the seven names mcntioiuHl in Sardar Patel's list did not appear to he 
subjects of Rajkot State. He also referred to tJic non -inclusion of representatives 
of MimIoiu Biiavyats and the tleprcsscd classes on the Committee. 

A situation iWMnbling :i “siege'’ dcvcloiwl at l>ig]>oi os a result of the strained 
atmosphere caiisinl liy tlic AHiminuancc since April 2, of tlic strike of the labouiere 
of the Assam 01^*0111 pany. 

l«tU. Dr. B. R. ipiKKlkiiT, who went to Rajkot at the invitation of the Rajkot 
Durbar, had au Interview witli Mahatma Gaadlii anil stressed the need of inclu- 
ding a Deprcwscil classes' rcfircsoiitativc on tiib llcforms Committee. 

i'andit Jawliarlal Nehru iniid a visit to 8j. Siibhns Chandra Bose at Dhanbod * 
they were cngagcil in dinsp conversation for about 3J hours in the afternoon ani 
had further conversations after dinner, ^ter which Pandit Nehru l^t for 
AUtdiabad. 

A coiitcrciicc of States’ Ministers was inauguratcil at Gwalior by the Maharain 
Bcindia. ' 


80th. Mahatma Gandhi luul a dis(*usatpn with the members of the Praia Paziehad 
at Rajkot and hail an interview with Mr. Gibson, the Besideut. 
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Hifl Mflietjgr the King approved the ap[K>intinent ci Sir Jcdin Woodhead. K. 0. 
B. l«t I. 0. B., at Governor of Bengal with effect from June 11, in ooiiaequence 
of the grant of leave to His Ezcellencj Sir Robert ]^d Ktf. 3. L, K. C. I» £*• 
Governor of Assam and at present acting Governor of BengX 

In Bengal Legislative Assembly, exciting scenes were mtnessed during a dis« 
cuBsion iMaidin^the admissibility of an adjournment motion submitted by Air. 
Sasanka Skhar Banyal (Congress) to discuss a speech ddivered by the Premier, 
Mr. A. K. Fadul Huq at a recent meetii^K of the Bengal Provincial Moslem 
Leimue in Calcutta. % 

The Secretary of the Provincial Board fori|||iglo*Indian and European Educa- 
tion in Bengal at the twenty second meeting # the Board in Calcutta expressed 
the view that schools for Europeans and Anglo Indians in the province were 
adapting themselves to the new conditions in a promising manner. 

Sir Henry Oidney, M. L. A. (Central) and president-in-chief of the Anglo- 
Indian and Domiciled European Association, speaking at the annual meeting of 
the Punjab branch of the Association held in Lahore, 'said, ‘^Cultivate frienduiip 
with our Indian brethren. Treat them on an equality with yourself. Yon have 
much to learn irom them and they from you.*’ 

21st Mahatma Gandhi received a reply to his letter from Mr. G. C. Gibson, 
President, Western States Agency, but no solution was reached on the constitu- 
tion -of the Reforms Committee at Rajkot. 

Mr. M. M. S. Ispahan!, Honorary Secretary, Bombay Presidency Moslem 
League in a statement said that Mahatma Gandhi was trying to tbacx out of a 
definite and unconditional promise wliich he gave to Moslems of Rajkot to include 
thmr repiesentatives on the Reforms Committee. 

Mr. H. G. Dennchy, Chief Secretary to the Government of Assam issued a 
communique on the Digboi labour strike, which stated, among other things, **the 
Finance Minister has already proceeded to Digboi and will study tbe whole situa- 
tion on the spot. In the bdief that the quarrel is sui^diblc of settlement the 
Government nave authorized him to announce their willingness to set up a 
Conciliation Board. The Government hope that the parties to the dispute will 
accept this and work in co-operation to make a settlement iK>s8ible and pcacdul 
relauonship between the parties will soon lie restored.” 

There was a clash between Kishans and ^mindars near the village of Nehra 
in Darbhonga district— a number of Kishans were Injniod. 

22nd. Mahatma Gandhi visited Durbar Virawnia and had a prolonged discussion 
with him, on the subject of his reported offer regarding tJic apixiiiitment of the 
Committee on Rajkot reforms. 

In the Punjab Assembly, the motion of **fnll confidence” in the Ministry moved 
by Sheikh Karamat Ali (Unionist) was adoi>tod by tlic House. 'J'he Oiiposiiion 
stayed away as a protest during the debate against tlic Siicakcr’s ruling which 
gave priority to the full confidence motion in preference . to the no-confidence 
motion. 

23fd. The talks at Rajkot between Mahatma Gandhi and Dai bar Virawala in con- 
nexion with the personnel of ilic Rajkot Reforms Committee broke down. Mr. 
Blahadev Desai, the Mahatma’s HcKTetan% put forward a Strong plea for inter- 
vention by the Crown Representative in the. Rajkot dispute. 

Sj. Subhas Chandra Bose was rc-clcctcd rrcsulcnt of the Bengal Provincial 
Congress Committee at a meeting of that body in Calcntta. 

24th. Mahatma Gandhi in a letter to Durbar Vira^vala declined to have the Rajkot 
Reforms Committee ap))ointcd on basis suggested by Mr. Virawala. Maliatma 
Gandhi pointed out that if four out of tlic seven scats were reserved for certain 
communities and interests tlicn the vast majority would be coiivcrtod into a 
majority. In a written statement to the news agency, Mahatma Gandhi said : 
*^Rajkot to me has been a priceless laboratory. My jiaiiciicc has been sorely tried * 
by UiG tortuous iiolitics of Katliiawor. 1 have tola Mr. Virawala, T am daeat^, 
may you win’.” 

A resolution condemning the Calcutta Municipal Bill and suggesting btens to 
comliat it, was passed at the meeting of the Bengal Provincial Congress Com- 
mittee, held in CaieuttA. 

A resolution reiterating tlic Congress tiolicy of uon-)iaTticipntion In an ‘im- 
perialist War” was iiasscil at a meeting held in coiiiie.\ion with tlio (b8>}r>’ancc 
of an ^‘axiti-war day” in Oalciitla.— Kj, 3ubhas Cliuudra Bose presided. 
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ytt. Mdutma Gan^ bnuda itetement on tha dtoation in Ba|ko(— "Balkot 
fleemi to hm xoUfcied me of my yoath. I never kneir that I was old. Now 1 
am weired dowaifey the knowl^e of deorei»tude. I never knew w^t it wai 
to loee nope. Bat it eeemB to have been cremated in Kaikot My oht'mea baa 
been pat to a test at It baa never been aabjeeted to before.” 

Mtlu Mr. Nlddt CSiandra Sen and Prince Yusuf Mirza, Oongresa nomineea were 
lumnimoualy deeted Mayor and Deputy Mayor, respectively, of Calcutta. The 
election was held in the Calcutta Corporation building. 

lb. K. F. Nisriman, piesidina at the South Cafratta Political Conference, 
nude vehement condemnation of Fascist methods and *‘group power” politics in 
the Oongiess. The speaker appealed for unity among Congressmen. 

The executive committee of the AU-India Congress Socialist Party, which met 
at Patna, devoted most of its time in discussing the attitude of the country in 
the event of deterioration of the international situation and ad(q[>ted two resolu- 
tions in that connexion. 

The Tribunal ^ appointed by the Bind Government to inquire into the Om 
Mandali affairs, unauimonsly came to the conclusion that the Om M^dali was 
an unhealthy institution, whose ddetrines were not conclusive to sound moral 
life among its young inmates. 

17th. Mahatma Gandhi had a long discussion with the Congress President^ Sj. 
Subhas Bose at Bodemur Ashram, near Galcntta, regarding the personnel of the 
Gemgress Working Committee and various other matters connected with the 
future programme of the Congress, Pandit Nehru was also present and took 
part in the. discussion. 

In the course of an interview Gandhiji stated that his meSssage to India and 
the world waa : am fighting for peace, 1 shall die for peace, peace in the 

Conrass, peace in the States, peace on earth and good-will amongst men. To 
set tile SM upon that— if I feel the power— I am quite capable of fasting unto 
death to prevent western humanity, which is getting ready to embark upon sui- 
cide on a scale hitherto unknown to the histoi^ of this world.” When he was 
asked if he had come to Calcutta on a peace mission seeing that he had advised 
Bardar Patd not to oomc to Calcutta, Mahatma Gandhi replied that the reason 
for Sardar Patel’s not coming was that it was in the best interests of the country 
to absent himself from Calcutta. 

The twenty-first general session of the Assam Students’ Conference was held 
at Jorhat— l^f. Humayun Kabir, m. l. c. (Bengal) presided. 

Mh. The talks in Calcutta between Mohatmaji, Mr. Subhas Chandra Bobo and 
other Congress leaders wore adjourned, no definite result having been rcac^hod. 
Seven members of tiic All-lUdia- Committee joined in the discussionB at one time 
or other. They were Dr. Itajendra Prasad, Acbarya Rriimlani. Pandit Jawahar- 
Ifd Nehru, Mr. Bhulabhai Demi, Dr. Pattavi Sitaramyyo, Mrs. Sorojini Noidu and 
Sonker Deo. 

li^wos r^rted from Cuttack that a largo number of people were killed and 
tniured when police and troops opened fire on a mob. in Gangpur State, Orissa. 

'Swami Shabajonanha Sar^wati, the Kisan leader of Bihar presided over a 
meeting in Calcutta, to urge tiie release of political iirisoners. Among other 
speakers were Mr. Jayprakoui Narain and iW. N. Kongo. 

19th. Sj. Suhhas Chandra Bose, the Congress I’rcsidciit, tendered his resigna- 
tion when the All India Congress Committee met at Wellington Square, Calcutta, 
for the first time siiico Tripiiri. Mahatma Gandhi was not present at the meet- 
ing. Sj. Bose rc}H>rted his failure to form a Working Committee^ read out a 
letter which Bl had roi*civod from Maliatma Gandhi and made a statement 
giving reasons for his decision.— The development, which caused a sensation, was 
a Boqra to the differences between the Congress l^ident and other members 
of the old Working Committee on matters of prineitdo and programme and also 
to the Tripuri n^ittion which directed that the working Committee would be 
foniiod in acicjordanco wkh Mahatma Gaiiilhi’s wishes.— Mahatma. Gandhi’s 
letter Bsid : ’^knowing yimr own views and knowing how you and most of the 
members (of the old Working Committee) ditrer in fuiidumentals, it seems to 
mo that if I gave you names H would be an imiMwition on yon. Such being the 
case > 0(1 are tree to chose your o#ii Committee.” 

Bose in his statement refeiM' to tiio Iripuri mandate and’ said if; as sng^ 
gestod by Gatidliiji, lid were to Wm. a working committee of his own choioe» he 
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bqI Im ibte toTopoirt to ilie A. I. 0. 0. thot mdi o Oommittoft oommind- 
..... of QtiiidliiSL 8j. Bose felt that his preseDoe as Presi- 


; at tlfia toctaxe might possibly be a sort of an obstacle or handicap to the 
A. t 0. 0.— ^lor instance Ibe A. 1. 0. O. mn led indined to appoint a Work- 
ME Oommittee in whidi I shall be a rniidt*^- 
PISiBiiMt Ndira made moving appeal to 8i..BoBe to withdraw his resignation,— 
hi apggested that the old Wo&iag Committee should be reappointed m htoe but 
new Uood mikht be infnaed^by the tadnsion of two members in titm of 
lb. Jemnalal Bdd (in prison) and Jb. JalOMndas Daulhtram (who had been ill) 
wmwem not ;in a position to d tra^ties as members of the Work- 

hig dommittee. Bnnng^the debate lb. Jd^Vehnsh Narain. Oenerd Secretary of 
the Conmrass SodalistlPlffty. iefarred to a suggestion that Pandit Nehm should 
he appomted Ceneral Seeretuy of the Congress and ej^uresseil the hope that the 
would accept the office: 

I Socialist Imders met 6j. Subhas Bose after the A. 1. C. C. meeting and 
diaeussed with him Pandit Ndirn’s resolution. 

Ihe Thakoie Sdiib of Baikot sent a telegram to Mahatma Candhi tiianking 
the latter for his advice to toe leadera of the agitation to approadi the Buler to 
adde their difTerenoeB. 

Wljh Dr. Bajendia Fxaaad waa elected President of the Indian National Congresa 
in the vacancy caused by the rm^ation of 8j. Subhas Chandra Bose nt the 
resumed meetinic of the All-India Obneress Committee. 

Pimdit Nehru so^t permission or^te Nsidn(who was in the diair) to 
Bsake a statement He add that the formula he iiad suggeeted previoudy in the 
form of a leadution depoided on the fact whether 6}. Bow was willing to with- 
draw his resignation. It was not meant for debate and he would, therefore 
like to have Si. Bose’s views on the subiect If the resolution vsould 
not meet with the approval of Bj. Bose, he would withdraw it 
Pandit Nehru also said that his xesolution did not mean iinposing a Working 
Committee on the President but that in the new Committee tfame would be room 
lor more than two members. 

81 Bose emnhasised the necessity of forming a homogeneous Woddng Com- 
piittee, and saia that he had hoped that some considenition would be shown 
to his view-pdnt If the Hottse fdt otherwise, then the House would relieve 
him of tile respoDdbilities of the office. He would willingly continue to serve 
the Congrew as a loyal worker. 

Mrs. Naidu appwed to the President to reconsider his decision in the light 
of assurances contained in Pandit Ndiru’s statemenh and her own speech was 
UP appeal for unity. She invited Bj[. Bose to j^ve his final reply, Si- Bose 
said he had nothing to add to his previous statement and that his reply could 
only be given after he had known the decision of the House. 

At Baroda, impressive scenes of great magnificence marked the accession to 
the gadi of His Highness Blaharaja Pratap Bin^ Gaekwar. 


May 1939 

Qiief Eveate : — ^Pormation of a new bloc within the Oongress called 
the “Forward Bloc” announced by Sj. Subhas Bose— Shia-Sunni tension 
continued : Disturbances at several places — ^Moslem League Conferences 
held in different parts of the country criticised Congress and Federation — 
Peaoeful end of the Bajkot dispute. 

1st The All-India Congress Committee concluded its tnree-day session. The names 
of the members of the new Workii^ Committee were announced by Dr. Eajendra 
Prasad, the Congress President. They were : Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Mrs. 
Sannini Naido, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. Beth Jamnalal Baiaj, Mr. Jairamdas 
Daulatram, Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, Mr. J. B. Kripalani, Dr. Pattabhi 
Bitaramayya, Mr. Bhulabhai Desoi, Mr. Bhankarrao Deo, Mr. Harekritiina 
Mshatab, Dr. Bidhan Chaiidni Boy and Dr. Prafulla Chandra Qhose. 6].- 
Subhas Bose and Pandit Nehru declined to serve but offered to give thdr co- 
operation in every way. Dr. Bajeudra Prasad Informed the house ’that tbe 
imonnel of the new Wbrkiog (Committee had the approval of GandhiJL 
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Tbe Qmgffor DnxtMur inaed a atatement that a hididal eaqairy into the iad- 
deot in Qaagpnr State (Otim), in which police opened fixe, wee ordered to be 
hdd. 

id. Ftodit Jawahailel Ndirn, in addreeeing a public meeting in Galcntta. etreeied 
on the need for unity and for cnltlraliDg an All-India outlook : he deo gave 
xeaaona for not lerving on Ihe Gongxese Working Oommittee. He laid that, 
by remaining ontaide it^ he would unite the new foroee that were abroad in the 
ooontvy. 

An appiBel jras eent to Hr. M. A* Jinnah, Frendent, AlMn^t Moelem League^ 
and Sir BIkandar Hyat Khan and a few others, by the Baja of Mdimudabad, 
the Baja of F^ur and Nawab M o h am ed Ismail Khan, to exert their infiuence 
with both aectiona of the Moelem community to come to a settlement on the 
qneatloo of tabarra and madhe aahaba at Luclmow. 

A eowlete stay-in strike occurred in the Kew Victoria Mills, Cawnpore : 
fclinm t 4000 workers wme alTected. 

An order under Sec. 144. Or. P. 0. was issued in Lucknow by the Dutrict 
Magiatiate in View of the Shia Sunni tension. 

Mi Sj. Bnbhas Chandra Bose announced in Calcutta, the formation of a new bloc 
within the CcmgieiiL to be called the ^'Forwaid Bloc’*.— The was to ^WUy 

all radical and anti-imperialist progressive elements in the country on the basis 
of a minimum programme;, representing the greatest common measure of agree- 
ment among radicals of all shadea of opinion”. The '’Forward Bloc**, Sf.. Bm 
laiA would function as an integral Mxt of the Gongreas. 

5th. session of * the All-India . Gandhi Beva.Buigh commenced' at Brindd>an 
(Chanmran) - and was opened* by Mahatma Qaiidhi. Dr Bhiendra Ftemd Con- 
ma President, unfurled the Congress fiag. He observed that many persona in 
umgiiesa ranln did' not firmly observe the principle of non-violencs. It was also 
hrid. in ceriria sections that these principles wm- not applicable ia all cases.. He 
would declare emphatically that truth* and non-vinlaice were applicable imi- 
veraally.. 

The. Sfumi criribration passed efi peacefully at Lucknow. Over dCXD Sunnis 
asaambled at the Idgah (Lucknow). For. the first time the Sunnis were granted 
the sight at reciting. Madhe Sahm publicly and moved out in procession 
shi^g praiaea of the lour Khalifas. 

Twenty-one men were injured in a elarii between Ahcar and Moslem League 
votuntsera during the Barawalat edebrations near Jumma Masjid, Agra. A 
rimilar trouble was averted at Barrilly. 

Om Matrdaii :-^Tbe period of operation of the prohibitory order (under Sec. 
144 Ct. F. C. served on Dada Lekhraj) segregating males and girl inmates of 
the Om Mandali at Karachi was further extended for two weeks. 


4fh« The Ruler of Talcher State (Orissa) made an important announcement 
making certain conoeestosia in order to indnee the refugees to return to the State. 

Dr. Rajeiidra Prasad, the Congress IVesident, in opening a basic education 
camp organized by the Bihar GcrKemmcnt, whieh was a prominent feature of 
the AU-India Seva San^ at Biindaban, explained the potentialities pf the 
Wardba scheme of education in bringing about a regeneration of the country. 

The Jam Saheb of Nawanaaor announced that Kathiawar Frinces would 
hold joint deliberations each mouth to dianiss problems of common interest and 
to making a united stand. 

&|li. A meeting of Shia leaders at Lucknow decided to continue unabated their 
civil disobedience campaign in reciting the Tabarra till a reasonable compromise 
was reached. jCbc total number of arrests amounted to 8,200. 

Mr A. K. Fazlul -Huq, the Bengal premier 0 )>enca tlio All-Ben^l Moslem 
Literary Conference in Calcutta. It was observed that the fielded Bengali 
literature ofihxed a platform on which Hindus and Moslems of the province 
could work togethw unitedly. ... 

The .Bala of Bantra State (Qrism) granted reforms to hia sub^ts consistent 
vith the eaucation and political enlightenment of his people with a view to 
assoeiating them with the administration of the State. 

Mahatma Gandhi, in oourae (d a telegram to Mr. Virawala at Bajkot, advised 
him not to alight the accredited mresentativea of the people, and maintained 
that Mr. l^ebar was not an outskter. 

A government of India risMution announced further special reservation of 
posts to Anglo-Indians in certain aecUous of the Railways, Pbste and Telegrapha 
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and' Cufitoms dcpartmonts^ and also tho iixini; oC Rs. 55 at the mtnimnm 
xemiincratioii for the commnnity in the Railway and the Poata find Telegn^s 
Deimrtmciits. 

3th. 6]. Snbhas Rose, addressing a pnblie meeting in Calontta. referred to the erents 
that had taken place since his re-election as Congress President in February. 
Sj. Rose gave an account of what had transpim at the meetings between 
himself, Hlfuiatma Gaiulhi and other Congress leaders at Sodeimr and Calcutta 
on the question of formation of the \V<Mng Committee on the eve of the 
A. I. C. C. meeting. Ho said, *^8elf-rcsi)eot^ #onour and duty towards my 
country dcmaiidod that 1 should resign, after having made all jmsible attempts 
to rcadi an honourable compromise and to avert a conflict within the 
Congress.** 

Hr. IT. N. Dhcbar, the leader of the Praja Partshad. Rajkot, sent a message 
to Catidhiji giving the maximum concessions which Durbar Yirawola was 
prepared to grant. 

Ihe Romoay l^rcsidcncy ^loslcm TxKigiic resumed its session at Bholapur 
under the president^ of Bir Hikundur Jlyat Khan, the Punjab Premier. Iimu- 
gnrating the 4H>ti£erciiee, Mr. M. A. Jiniinh, Prosuloiit of the All*liKlia Moslem* 
Ijcaguc said tliat the RritUh (tovcriimciit would bo making a great mistake il it' 
thought it could settle the FiHlonitton issue with tlio OoiigTCss, leaving out tho 
Moslem 1«onguc. In such a case, ho detdared the Jjcague would tight Fodcration 
alone and make it iin]>ossiblc. 

7tli. , Ihc communal rioting which broke out at Otiya resulted in II persons being 
killed and over 00 injured. 'Pho ftituation continuctl to be oxtromly delicate.. A 
curfew order was imiHiscd and strong iH>licc j^atnds were cstablishcif, 

Bardar Patel, addressing the concliuling meeting of the general session* of the 
Gandhi Seva iSiiigh at Rrindalnui', exiilained his* |)osition reganiing tiic recent 
events in the Congress and rcidietl to the various enticisins levelled at .him^ 

9th. Dr. Rnjendra Prasad ini a statement cxphiineil' why ho and his collies*' ht 
tlic Working Committee of the Congress could not agree with Bj.. Btibhaa 
Chandra. Rose. 

S). Bubhas Rose dcscriiied his plans at a meeting licUl at nowrak. He re- 
ferred to Hic fornmtUiii of as new party withiii the Congress and said that the 
(Uflercii(*cs betivceii tlic ‘Fsirwuril and the otliciar bloc within tlie Congress 

were tw4) folsl.. First., the Forward I>Uk» tkwed ru work ihv existing prognmuiie 
of llic Congress not with, a reformist or nu^MlenUc mentality hut with a ^ovolik- 
timniry incntalUy*’, Bc«fOiidly,. it iuwl a» advaa^uxl ptognuirntc of its own. This 
progmniiuc. would' huve an oliji^ctive, I lux earfy ttitainment of indeyandenve. 

BaiMlar I’iilcl, .ulUcssing tlu) (iuudbii Beva Bwigh Confcrencc at Rrindabim, 
clarified' the I'K^sitdiuv regariling the rrctMit events and the split in the Congress. 
Tlic mcimI for iniUy ami dis«*ipluic was stw’sstxl liy nim. 

The lloiulRiy .UusU'm Ismgne Coufcrcni*e wToptcil a rcsolntlon a|>pcaling to the 
Lu«‘know Moslems to end the Bl'ria BJinwi tU.’qmtc. 

Malintmo tkuuihi win'd to ^Lr. Virawahi t!mt lie iiitendetl to visit Rajkot again. 

The ire|)ocl (Mt- the Working iiil the AH-imlm Kpinnors’ Assoi*Tattoa recorded re- 
m:irknblo itrogrcss and cxpaiision o( tiie Assothition hi alf lUrcctions. 

Stfe. The Assam liCgislalivc Coimcil rcjivtcil !>y 11 votes to tire Fiiiniicc Minister's 
motion hu* consideration of the Agrii nltural Incoiitu Tax Rill whu'h liml been 
passed Ijcy the l.;>wer House. 

teth. In the Kfcrig:d liogislativc Asseiiihly, the tiiH'aker, Kliaii Rahiultir Azisul lliiq, 
pres«‘fitwl tlie As«t'inl>ly Powers and Privili'triw Rrll. 

fir the IVngal fiegisliitive l\miteil, the Prcsaleni (Mr. S. i\ Mitni) gave hb 
ruling mi the iKUiit of oi^kr ratsisl hv thi? Uaj» Ralioilur of Nashipnr, question- 
ing the coini'i^eitce of the Pnwincial liegislaturv k> pass a mcnsiirc which sought 
to ratS 4 '. ri'veime hy Ic'vyiiig an iiiigradiiakxl tax on trruh's, profusions, catlings 
nii«l cmi*loyinciiis, exempting iktsous wlio did tiot> iKiy iiuximc tax, -tlic chair’s 
dirc«*ti«>n was that the Rill w'as io 1)C pnveeded with. 

Itth* t 'andhiji gave an indication in Ifoinbay of the next sloi> ho proposcil to take 
on roavluiig Ihiikol. lie cxplaiiii*il in uii int4Tvicw tt) the Press that as soon as 
lie ri'ticlu'tl Rajkot he would ri'siriiio tlie thrnuls of the negotiations. 

in tlic IWiigal TiCgislativc Assembly, the Calcutta Municipal Aiuemlmciit Rill 
was passed by 1-b votes to vm. 3Icmbers of tlie Proja P:irty, luunbcrliig ir>, 
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m not portaeipote in the votiag. Sj. Sarat CAandra Boee deacribed the BiU as 
^pemieioas and iniquitous'* and attacked the provisions rdatlng to separate dec- 
tMtes for Moslems, allocation of seats and noittiniitiou. 

The Primary and Secondary J^acation Ro^rganization Committee preuded 
over by Acharya Narendra Dev, which was appoiiiM by th^, P. Government 
recommend^ thorough overhaul of the present day syilBm of primary and 
amdai 7 education to suit the changed needs of the oounm by oo-ordinatinff 
tile hand, the eye and the brain of youtiiful aspirants. 

lllh. The Government of Bihar issued a Press oommnnid^ endaining the 
€tovmmenfs difficulty in aniving at a suitable definition df ^it^ prisoners 
whum formed the ground for the recent hunger-strike by Babul Sankirtayya- 
yana, a Buddhist monk, who had been convictSd, but now released, in 
with the Amwai agrarian notation. 

Mahatma Gandhi, after his arrival at Balkot, discussed with the local Parishad 
mtkm the^future line of action. Oarbar Virawala paid a visit to Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

Itth. The correspondence that passed between Mahatma Gandhi and Si. Subhas 
Chandra Bose was released for publication ; the letters described how the Congress 
was divided on fundamental issues of policy and how personalities wi£ned 
the gulf between the Gandhian Group and the ‘‘Forward Bloc** under the 
leaderaihip 'Of Sj. Subhas Qh^nHn Bcmc. 

Bose wanted a reversal of the policy of the Congress under Gandhiii’s 
leaderahto, he wanted to force the ksue in the form of an “ultimatum** to the 
British Government Mahatma disagreed and wrote back : “I have the firm 
belief that the Congress as it is today cannot 'deliver the goods’, cannot offer 
civil disobedience, worth the name. I smell violence in the air I breathe” 
Si. Bose dissented. “Speaking for Bengal”, he said, “I can say with full 
authority that tim Province was never more non-violent during the last 30 
years than today,” 

Durbar Virawda met M^atma Gandhi at Rajkot r^arding Rajkot reforms. 
Mr. Kalidas Parekh, representing the moderate group, had also a prolonired 
interview with Mahatma Ckndhi. ^ 

Uth. Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, the Premier of Bengal, circulated a note on the 
question of fixing percentages for the different communities in the public 
services of the province, in whidi he replied to agruments advanced by Mr 
Malini Itanjan ^rker in an earlier note already published in the Press. Mr! 

. Huq. in his note, attempted to make out a case for an ail round reservation ^ 
55 p. c. for Muslims and 15 p. c. for the scheduled castes. 

An informal conference of Hindu leaders discussed the question of fixing a 
quota of communal percentages in public services in Bengal, at the residence 
of Dr. Shyama Prosad Mukherjee in Calcutta. The Conference strongly felt 
the necessity of making a ref>reBentation or leading a deputation to His 
Excellency the Governor at Daiiceling for requesting him not to give his assent 
td tlie Ministry’.^ pronosal for fixing the communal ratio disregarding the 
opinion of the Hindu leaders. 

Bardar Patel in his pi^sidential ad<lress to the fifth session of the Bhavnagar 
Praja l*ariahad said, “The I’rinccs should liei'-ome the real protector of the people - 
they should follow in the footsteps of the King Emficror and devise means to 
avert forever a clash between tlic Uuler and the ruled, which was inevitalAc if 
early 8tci« were not taken.” 

15th. Mr. H. G. Dciincliy, Chief Secretory to the Government of Assam issued 
a communique on Uigboi, stoting lliut a dwidlot k bud reached in tlie dispute 
there and •inounced that tiic Government woultl niniiitnin an attitude of 
neutrality. 

In tlie Bihar (>>uncil, the riot situntion ut Gaya was the subject of an 
adiournment motion notii-c. Dr. Itojeiidra Prasad adilrcssiiig a jiublic meeting 
at Cjtoya aptiealcd for (omniuiial harmony ; ho was followed by Hayeil Abdul 
Aziz, Presideiit, Biliar Moslem fAcaguc. 

The time of one week allowMl by the Sind Government to the authorities 
of the Om Mnndali to show cause why their institution should not be bannexi 
expired without any reply having been received. 

Gandhiji had a long (U^ssioii with the groui) of Mrsleratefl at Rajkot 
Mahatmaji asked them to obtmn from Mr. Virawala a draft of the scheme of 
reforms which the State was pii'^torcd to concede. 
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t6lk. B|. Bubhas Ohandra Bon addresainff the delegates of the Youth League 
Conference at unao, explained the policy of his "Forward Bloc’* in rdation to 
Qandhian policy. He said he would follow the Congress programme but would 
not necenarily submit to the Gandhian policy. He felt that if the Congress 
BOcialist Party did not join his *Bloe’ it should give permission to its members 
to join it, otherwise the Bocialist Party would be weakened, for some of its 
members must come over to his ‘bloc’. 

Darbar Virawala had an interview wilif JMahatma Gandhi. Mahatmaji tried 
to ascertain whether it was possible to evoltw an acceptable sdieme of settlement 
without the int^ention of a third party. Earlier, Darbar Virawala paid a 
visit to Mr. G. 0. Gibson, 

Mr. 0. F. Andrews, in a statement to the Press from Conoor, referred to the 
proposed racial legislation in South Africa and how this would seriously injure 
future relations oetween the two countries. The ultimate policy was, he said, 
to exclude as many Indians as possible from Africa and then to treat those who 
could not be driven out as aliens and racial inferiors. 

A meeting of Moslem women of Calcutta was held under the auspices of the 
All-India Moslem Women’s Conference (Ben^l Provincial branch) and the Majma- 
ul Banat to express their disapproval of the Bhia Sunni dispute at Lucknow. 

ITfh. Mahatma Gandhi, in a statement from Rajkot, renounced the advantages 
accruing from the award of the Chief Justice of India in the matter of 
Rukot reforms. 

The joint session of both Houses of the 0. P. Legislature, the second in the 
history of the present legislature, passed the Motor Spirits Taxation Bill as 
amended by a Government motiou. 

The simultaneous opening of over 1500 schools throughout the province marked 
the launching of the literacy campaign in Bind. Over a thousand volunteers 
enrolled themselves. 

18th. 8j. Subhas Chandra Bose, addressing a public meeting of journalists at 
Oawnpore, reiterated his reasons for forming the "ForwardT Bloc” and outlined 
the programme of the party. 

Mahatma Gandhi renounced the award of the Chief Justice of India in the 
matter oi Rajkot Reforms Committee. 

At a public meeting in Calcutta, the Hindus of Bengal passed a resolution 
recording their protest against the Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill. 

Strong criticism levelled i^ainst Mahatma Gandhi and the Congress in the 
course of a speech by Dr. N. B. Khare, formerly Premier of the Central Pro- 
vinces, led to scenes of rowdyism at a meeting held at Nagpur. 

The Om Mandali and the Om Nivaa were declared unlawful associations by 
the Governor of Sind in exercise of the powers conferred on him by See. 16 A 
the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 19C8. 

20th. Mahatma GandhL commenting on a statement by Mr. Harekrishna Mehtab 
on the situation at Talcher, in the Harijan^ remarked, "Talcher promises to 
be much worse than Rajkot.’* 

Mr. Mohanlal Saxena, M. L. A. (Centr^, in a statement to the Press, said that 
Sj. Subhas Bose’s observation that the Congress Ministries had cefused to think 
in terms of Swaraj, was nothing "short of a libel, coming as it does from one 
who laid down the charges of the highest office of the Congress only a few 
weeks ago,” 

21st At Rajkot a proclamation announcing the appointment of a Committee to 
recommend reforms and the restoration of fines, confiscated property and civil 
liberties was made by the Thakore Saheb of Rajkot at a ceremonial Durbar. 
Mahatma Gandhi accompained by Mrs. Easturibai Gandhi attended the function. 

In ^x>nnexiOn with the "All-India Political Prisoners’ Day”, a resolution urmng 
the immediate release of political prisoners was passed at a meeting in Bradha- 
nanla Park, Calcutta. The meeting was one of a series held in different parts 
of the city in accordance with the inshes of Dr. Rajendra Prasad, the Congress 
President. Mr. J. C. Gupta m. l. a. presided. , 

In a Hindu Moslem clash at Bholapur, 4 persons were injured, two fatally, 
following an attack on a batch of six newly arrived Arya Samaj Batyagraui 
Volunteers. 

22iid. Bj. Bubhas Chandra Bose, addressing the Bogra District Political Conferecvce 
at DhniKfiiarBhiat reiterated nis faith hi "non-viblent non-co-operation” as the 
4(a) 
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. boti weapoD for fifchtliig the ooontry’s oaoM, and added that if the people took 
up thia method on a wtder aeale than hitherto, they would att;iin freedom in a 
ritf short time. 

Mr. S. S. Batliwala, Bombay Socialist, was arrested in Bombay on a warrant 
issued by the CSiief Presidency Magistrate, Oaioutta, on a charge of sedition. 

iird. Mahatma Gbmdhi, addressing a public meeting at luijkbt, said, beliere I 

• have opened a new page in the nistory of Eajkot by my repentance and bj the 
frank admission of my failure. In this I require your help. I cannot go on single 
handed. If thd Buler and ruled both |oia himds and dol their duty, this apparent 
failure would turn into a victory. This necessitates unity among the people.” 

Mr. S. Satyamurthi, deputy leader of the Congress Party in the Central 
Assembly, addressing a public meeting in Madras, strongly deprecated the for- 
mation of the ^Forward Bloc” within the Conj^ess by Sj. Subhas Bose. He 
appealed to Congressmen not to support the %loc**. He also said that he 
would never accept the Federation, and would play his part in resisting it. He 
strongly advocatM that the Congress should endeavour to capture ail elected 
seats in the Federal legislature by preventing any Federal ministry from func- 
tioning and by refusing to accept office. This nght would, of course, be strength- 
ened by the 4ht outside”. 

Mth. A ^ess Note issued by the District Magistrate of Sholapur on the communal 
riot in the city on the 21st. gave the casualties at two persons killed and 26 
injured. The disturbances lasted for about half an hour : the situation was 
under control. 

Dr. Bam Monohar Ldhia, formerly Secretary of the Foreign Department of 
the All-India Congress Committee was arrested in Calcutta, under See. 124-A. 
I. P. C. (Seditition). 

Mth. In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, on the motion of the Finance Minister, 
Mr. N. B. Barker, the Finance Bill 1939, as amended by the Legislative Council, 
was passed. 

17 th. The Hindu leaders’ deputation from Calcutta waited on His Ezcdlen^ the 
Governor of Bengal at the Government House, Darjeding, to represent the Hindu 
viewpe^t on the question of a . revision of the communal ratio in the Public 
Services. The deputation was led by the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Buxdwan. 
Other members of the deputation were : Dr. Byama Prasad Mookherjee, Mr. N. 
K. Basu, Mr. S. N. Bannerjee, Sir H. S. Paul, the Maharaja of Mymenaingh 
and Mr. N. C. Chatterjee. 

Presiding over the Provincial Bbilafat Conference in Bombay, Bqgum 
Mohammed All made a fervent appeal to Moslems to sink their differences and 
work unitedly to protect their rights. 

Mth. An appeal to His Excellency the Governor of Benjgal to protect the rights of 
Hindus, who were a minority community in the province, was contained in the 
ziemorandum submitted by the deputation of Hindu leaders, which waited on His 
Excellency at Darjeeling to represent the community’s view point on the question 
of fixing a communal ratio in the Public Services. The deputation contended 
that it was a fit cause for involving the special responsibilites Of the €k>vemor 
under the Government of India Act and the Instrument of Instructions. Hindus, 
the memorandum stated, asked for no special privileges, “but demanded fair and 
equitable treatment. They claim that no arbitrary restrictions should be imposed 
on them and the field should be left open to free and fail competition.’* 

Meanwhile, Mr. *A. K. Fazlul Huq, the. Be^al Premier, replied to the letter 
of 8i ^rat Ghaudra , Bose, Leader of the Congress Party in the Assembly 
x^ang several charges, which he characterized as unfoundM, against himself 
the B^gal Government and the Coalition Party and sought Sj. iSwe’s co-opera- 
tion in solving the problem of fimng a communal ratio for the services. 

Fa^t Jawmuurlfu Ndiru, writing In the National Herald on the ’’Al-India 
Congress Committee mid After’^ stated, **The High Command, as It is called, 
may have dften enough, and it has certainly acted in an authoritarian way. 
but to snggm that ii/tends towards Fascist methods is to exhibit ignorance.” 
He dealt^ih Une xrowing schism in the Congress and criticized the formation 
of the ''Forward Brno.” 

Mr. CbeiduBah Sindhi, spsiloBg at the Agra Provincial Janunt-Ul-Ulema 
Oontoence at Moradabad at r ess dfl the need for Hindu Muslim nni^ io attain 
In^’h freedom. He advia^ MtieBms to join the Congress. 
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Hm District Magistrate of Lucknow renewed the curfew order for a further 
period of tluree wedb in view of the continued strained rdations jetween Bhias 
and Bonnis. 


aSfli. Hie Oonferenoe of Ministers at Simla stunted a plan of action a^nst 
communal propaganda, in a commoniique, which contained among other min^, 
'*lt is recommended that provincial Governments supply one another with detuis 
of their riot schemes bO far as these have been%;cpared for areas where commu- 
nal or other disturbances are likely. 

80th. At Bajkott the case of Sunnis in connexion with the Tabarra agitation at 
Lucknow was placed before Mahatma Gandhi by Junab Zafar-ul-Mulk. A Shia 
deputation had seen Mahatma Gandhi before. 

Ihe Government of Assam issued a communique drawing attention to the 
activities of certain persons misleading tenants in the permanently settled areas 
regarding payment of rents, and removing misunderstandings uith regmd to this 
question. 

The. Working Committee of the Kathiawar Political Conference met Mahatma 
Gandhi, at Bajkot. when Mahatmaji explained to them his new policy towards the 
States. He also listened to the accounts of the state of affairs in the 
various parts of Kathiawar. 

Slat. The All-India Congress Executive decided to intervene in the labour strike at 
Digboi. Dr. Bajendra Prasad sent a telegram to Mr. Sudhin Paramanik. a 
labour leader, to come and see him. Mr. Paramanik met Dr. Bajendra Prasad.^ 

The Aryan League at New Delhi passed resolutions regarding the Hyderabad 
Satyagraha. One resolution r^retted the ^^unfortunate incident” at gholapur, 
**leading to the loss of some lives”, while another regretted that the order of the 
District Magistrate of Sholapur ordering all Arya Satyagrahis to quit Sholapur 
within 12 hours was drastic and unjust. 

Mr. J. D. Tyson, in the memorandum submitted by him to the Boyal Com- 
mission on the West Indies, stressed on the urgent need of Indian settlers in 
Jamaica, British Guiana and Trinidad in the matter of housing, education, land 
settlement and employment. 

Pandit Jawahai'lal Nehru, in an article on “Federation” in the National Herald^ 
said, “Federation cannot come. It is dead and there is no magic potion that 
will give it life.” 


June 1939 

1st The Hindu leaders’ deputation that waited on the Governor of Bengal (May 
27th) in connexion with the question of the communal ratio in the public* servi- 
ces, issued a statement, in reply to the Bengal Premier, to the etfect that the 
statement of tlie Chief Minister on the memorandum of the Hindu delegation 
had not come to them as a surprise. It also said, '^It is iiitcrestiDg to find Mr. 
Fazlul Huq, of all persons, posing as the champion of ‘real Hindu-Moslem unity* 
after all his aggressive and unjustifiable anti-Uindu outbursts during the last two 
years, and specitdly after his" Calcutta Municipal Bill and his anti-Hindu propo- 
sals with regard to the public services”. 

Mr. J. G. Shearer, Sp^ial Sessions Judge, Banpur, sentenced three men to 
death, eight to transi.>ortation for life and five others to various terms of impri- 
sonment : the case arising out of the murder of Major B. L. Bazalgette, roliucal 
Agent, Orissa States Agency, on January 5, at Banpur during mob violence. 

The Bombay Chamber of Commerce strongly protested against the introduction 
of prohibition in Bombay. 

Moulana Habibur Bdaman, the Ahrar leader, speaking at the U. P. Ahrar 
Political Conference at Meerut, asserted that the cry of luafh in danger raised 
by the Muslim League was baseless and was intended to mislead Uie ignorant 
Moslem masses for the selfish end of those who claimed to be the leaders of the 
community. 

2nd. 22 influential Moslem leaders, including fixe Premiers of Bengal and^ the 
l^iiijab, suggested voluntary renunciation by Shias and Sunnis of the right 
claimed by them to public recitation of the Tabarra and the Madhe Sahaba, res- 
pectivdy. Such renunciation, the leaders urged, would offer a reasonable biu^ 
for an hcmourablo settlement. 
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Ifoiilana Abul Elalam Azad isBued an appeal to Shias to aiyspend Civil Di^be- 
dience ^ding an amicable aettlement ne proposed to undertake in the Bhia 
Sunni dispute at Lucknow. 

8rd. Sj. Bubhaa Chandra Bose’s announcement of the list of office bearers and 
members of the executive council of the Bengal Provincial CongriesB Committee, 
give rise to •considerable resentment ^mong members of the groups m the B. P. 
0. C. in oposition to Sj. Bose. 

The Jamait-ul-Ulema Conference, Bengal, was held in Calcutta : some excite- 
ment marked the proceedings, the political creed of the body being identical with 
that of the Congress : it aroused the opposition of Moslem League sympathisers. 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, leader of tne Congress Partv in the Bengal Assembly, 
in his presidential address at the Pabna District Political Conference, made a 
atrong criticism of the policy of the Bengal Ministry and urged that the Con- 
gress ^ould give up its conservatism and cultivate a ''revolutionary psychology.” 

4fh. Mahatma Gandhi enunciated his new, technique in Bombay, regarding the 
Indian States problem according to his new light in a statement on Travancore. 
He said, The Kajkot agitation teaches me that it is not enough to have with- 
drawn the charges against Sir C. P. Bamaswami. But it is necessai^ to re- 
cognize that the Travancoreaus have not only to reckon with the Maharaja, but 
also with his Diwan.” 

Mr. Bajendra Prasad, the Congress President, refened to the dissensions in the 
Congress ranks. He said, "In a vast country and in a big organisation as the 
Congress, differences of opinion were bound to exist. No body should be alarm- 
ed : they were all one and the same with regard to the ultimate objective, name- 
ly, the attainment of Puma Swaraj.” In this connexion he also mentioned the 
constitution committee, whi<ih was meeting in Bombay, and added lhat numerous 
enggestions were under consideration for amending the constitution of the Goi^iess. 

Mr. B. G. Kher, the Bombay Premier, in opening the Western and Central 
India Harijan Sevak Conference at Poona, expressed the view that 'imtouchabili- 
ty’ as a recognized part of Hindu custom would disappear in the next few years, 
at least from the Bombay Presidency. 

The Ulema Conference which was holding its second day’s session in Calcutta, 
was dissolved by the police, following continuous uproar for about an hour and half. 

Subhas Chandra Bose, addressing the Pabna District Political Conference, 
at Hetampur, said, "The 'Forward Bloc’ is the product of hisu ilcal neccssitv 
and it has been born at the right time and in the proper manner.” He added, 
,"If this task had been postponed or delayed, the internal crisis might have 
appeared at a time when the external crisis was overtaking us.” 

Eulers and Ministers of the Btates in the Eastern States Agency met in 
'^Calcutta to discuss problems attaching to 'Federation’. 

Mr. Baijnath Ba]oria, M. L. A. (Central) presiding at the annual general 
meeting of the Marwari Association, in Calcutta, strongly condemned the policy 
of present day labour leaders id fomenting strikes for personal reasons. 

Bfh. Mr. V. D. Bavarkar, presiding over the Mahakoshed Provincial Hindu Maha- 
sabha- Conference at Juobulpore, observed, "The Hindu Maliasabha wants to 
defend the just rights of Hindus without encroaching upon those of other com- 
munities. It does not want any weightage or privileges such ns other communi- 
ties are claiming.” 

6th. The dihstitution Committee appointed by the All-India Congress Committee 
at its meeting in Calcutta, suggested several important and far reaching 
amendments to the Congress Constitution, in Bombay : the Committee suggested 
continaotts membership and a permanent Congress register in order to avoid 
bogus membership. No person should be a Congress delegate or an office 
bemr whose natue had not appeared on the Congress register for the last three 
years. The Ooblmittee also recommended fixed constituencies, instead of 
changing constitu^des. 

In the Serampore subdivision in Bengal, about 15,000 operatives went on strike 
in three jute mills. The mills affected w'cre the Victoria Jute Mili« the the North 
Bhamnugger Jute Miil isid; >the Angus Jute Mill. 

7th. The Eulers’ Council, States Agency, concluded their deliberations in 

Calcutta ; they considered ; &e leiwt of the Committee of Ministers and agreed 
^with ito views to sui^rt generally the Hydari Committee recommendations on 
Fedend matters.' 
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Hut Oalcutta Hmh Court held the opinion that the Ministry of a province 
did not form part ,oi the Executive €k)vemmeni of the Province in the sense 
empmyed by Sec. 17, 1. P. G. on two references made by two Presidency 
Mi^istrates of Calcutta arising out of two sedition cases pending against the 
Basumati, a vernacular daily. 

Sfh. The ofiicial birth day of His Majesty the King Emperor was celebrated 
throughout India. 

Mr. Jid Prakash Narain, the Congress Sociidist leader, criticized in Patna the 
aims of Sj. Subhas Bose’s new party, the Fq^ard Bloc. In the course of a 
statement suggesting the consolidation of all fdt forces in the Congress, he de- 
clared, *^The Congress is not a parliament where opi^osing parties must try to 
oust one another from power, it is a ’front’ the unity of which must not be 
in^aired.” 

The proposed changes in the Congress constitution suggested by the Congress 
Constitution Committee in Bombay, evoked h great deal of interest among 
Congress circles in Calcutta who welcomed the proposals as an improve- 
ment on the old constitution and which might cheek Vorruption and malprac- 
tices”. The suggestion of the Committee regarding continuous membership and 
maintenance of a permanent Congress register, was i^artieularly appreciated. 

The National Planning Committee in Bombay favoured a system of licensing 
of new factories and also the r^ulation of the existing factories. 

9th. Dr. Bajendra Prasad, the Congress President, visited Calcutta and resumed 
the discussion of the situation at Digboi, where the workers of the Assam Oil 
Company went on strike for some time. Those vrho participated in the talks 
included Mr. Q. N. Bardoloi, the Assam Premier, Mr. Fakruddin Ali Ahmed, 
the Finance Minister, Assam, Mr. lAngeman, acting general manager of the oil 
comply. Mr. Sudhindra Paramanik,* slrikers’ representative, Dr. B. C. Boy and 
Dr. Praiulla Chandra Ghose. 

An Informal investiture was held, following a Btate banquet at tlic Dariceling 
€k>vemment House, when the Governor of Bengal presented sanads and badges to 
several persons. 

The Sind Assembly passsed the Anti-Dowry Bill. 

loth. His Highness the Jam Saheb of Nawanagar, Chancellor of the Chamber of 
Princes, presiding over a joint conference of ludiaii Princes, representatives of 
certain Bulers and States’ Ministers in Bombay, stressed on Uie importance 
of joint action on the part of the Piincely Order both in regard to 

Federation and other reforms in the States. The general and political aspects 
of the revised draft of the Instrument of Accession were also . discussed in the 
above conference. Sir Akbar Hydari, Mr. Madhab Bao of Mysore, Mr. Zaidi of 
Bampore and Mr, Zutshi of Bewa e^ressed their vic'wa. 

Mr. Zafar Ali Khan, M. l, a. (Central) in his presidential address at the 
Nagpur Divisional Moslem Political Confeiencc, at Nagpur, made a fervent 
appeal for unity in Moslem ranks under the Moslem League banner. 

Baja Saheb Aditya Pratap Singh Deo of Beraikclla, (Orissa) at a largely attended 
Durbar, announced some important political concessionB, such as the establishment 
of Village panebayats, Pir panchayats (local bodies for specified areas) and a I’raja 
Parishad (Central representative body) and the major portion of Uie Stales’ re- 
venue for administrative expenditure. 

18th. A Bengal Government communique announced the decisions of the Bengal 
Ministry on the question of revision of the communal ratio in the Public Ser- 
vices. it said, '’Ibe basic percentage of reservation for Moslems in direc;! recruit- 
ment will be 50 ^lercent. Government have further accepted the principle that 
wovided that qumiiied candidates are available, 15 percent of appointments by 
direct recruitments shall be reserved for the scheduled castes, but such reserva- 
tion shidl not exceed 30 percent of Non-Moslem direct appointments.” 

The conference of the I^ndian Princes and their Ministers concluded in 
Bombay, after adopting a resolution disapproving certain terms of the Fedeial 
scheme provided in the revised draft of the Instrument of Accession, circulated 
among me Princes. The Conference recorded its belief that ’’it could not be the 
intenmm of His Majesty’s Govemm^t to close the door on an All-India Federa- 
tion.*’ 

The Hydari Committee on Federation which met in Bombay under the chair- 
minihip of Bir Akbar Hydari, Prime Minister, Hyderabad States came to the 
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(BQiieliiiijOii Hiafc the termi cl the draft Inetrament of Aeceiaian were 

hetaij iron the point of yiew of treaty ^hta. rights of internal admiii , 

and the eooiMimic righte of the States. The Committee suggested modifications 
in the draft On the aboye points. 

lilh. His Hii^ess* the Maharaja Scindia of Owalior issued a imdamation 
annouiming| a soheme of constitutional reforms lor the State. 

lil^ His Highiiess th^ Saheb of Nawanagar, Chanodlor of the (fiiamber of 
Frmoea, in* the course of a speech in Bombay elucidated the objection of the 
Indttn Princes to the Federal sdieme; incidentally he traced the origin of the 
Federal sdbeme. 

Dr. Bajendra Prasad the Oonness President, in an interyiew at Patna, on 
tile Princes’ rejection of the reyiaed draft of the Instrument of AcoesnoiL 
said "If things are left where they are, one may take it that Federation is dead.*’ 
"The decision of the Princes must haye come as a great riiock to ardent 
adyocates of Federation, although it must haye been known to many that they 
(the Princes) were not as f ayourably inclined towards it as they were supposed 
to be.” 

6j. Subhas Chandra Bose, in a Press interyiew at Laho^ said. "The problem 
before India is no longer how to resist Federation. The problem really is as 
to what we shall .do if Federation is quietly shdiyed. On this point my mind 
is perfectly clear that times are so opportune that we shall be committing 
political suicide if we do not ayail oursdyes of the (mportunities by taking 
the initiatiye and fordng the issue of Puma Swaraj.” 


the 


17th. Mahatma Gandhi wrote an article in the Hariian and inserted a letter from 
the Most Bey. Dr. Thomas D. Boberts, B. J., Archbishop of Bombay, elucidating 
certain moral issues raised by the inauguration of prohibition in the Bombay 
Ptesidency. 

The Director of the Information Bureau, Punjab, issued a communique 
containing a warning that firm action, including the enforcement of the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, would be taken, if necessary, against the orgahiaers of 
the Satyagraha in Lahore. 

The All-India Hindu Mahaaabha at Moradabad planned to strengthen its 
moyement in the United Provinces : the Mahasabha expressed the view tiiat the 
United Froyinces Congress and the U. P. Goveroment failed to protect the 
interests of the Hindus m the provinces. 


IStik 6j. Subhas Bose was accorded a great welcome on his arrival at the Peshawar 
City railway station. He was taken in procession to the Cantonment. 8j. Bose 
narrated the circumstances leading to the formation of the 'Forward Bloc’ and 
said that the present Working Committee of the Congress was composed 
mainly of "Gandhiites” and did not enjoy the confidence of the Congress as 
a whole. 

Pandit Nehra and Sardar Paid met the Mysore State Congress Ddegation at 
Bombay, re : reforms in Indian States. Pandit Nehra emphasised that it was 
not desirable to lower the immediate demand of the States’ people, hamdy, full 
responsible Government and explained that non-acceptance of the reforms by 
tile States’ people, if found unsatisfactory at any staga need not necessarily 
mean immediate mass civil disobedience. The question of mass action was 
ato all entirdy dependent upon the inherent strength of the States’ people 
themsdyes. 

Mr. A. K. Fadul Huq, the Bengal Premier, in a stoed article in the Bengal 
Qovmment journal, quotra figures of service qualifioati<ms of Hindua and 
Moslems in^the Bengal Secretariat. He said, "In the case of non-Moslem the 
I of officers possesdng maximum qudifioation is 83 pmmit ; Mi 


of Moslem officers thoflie_ possenting migiinum ^uelifiertiyqj^^ 



„ minimum qualifications it will be found that i 

24 percent possess only the base minimnm qualification aKpeih 
the oum oi Modems, only 16 peroent p osses s liMpm 

leOk At Cawnjporn the fviUoe had to open fire to dssl wUh the sltoaiian 
annal mting over tiw .Batifiatra fsetival. Tbm was a 
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xoBponilble GfoTernmeat befm taking a final dacuion aa to thdr fntiue oonxae 
of action. 

Maulana Abul Kalam Aaad in the oonrae of a ataiement appealed^ Bhja 
leadera in Lucknow to auapend Satyagraha. ^ 

SOfh. At OawnpoTjB, where communal rioti^ had broken out over the Bathjatik 
prooeaaion, the aituation waa rather cidm. The procesBion, which broke up in 
diaorder &e previoua day, waa taken out, a recmrd crowd accompanying the 
Bath (Oaif. 

The Executive Ck>mmittee of the Bengal Provindal Conmaa Socialiat Party 
at a meeting in Calcutta, adopted a reaolinion wdcoming the formation of the 
Forward Bloc by 6j. Subhaa Boae, the programme of which ^can serve aa the 
basis of a common programme on which the entire Left can^combine.** 


22nd. pie Congress Working Committee decided to postpone till the next Congress, 
consideration of the amendment to clause 5 (C) of the Congress Constitution, 
suggested by tae Constitution Sub-Committee. The amendment sought to exclude 
such Congressmen who were office bearers of communal bodies or any olher 
organizations whose programmes and policies were opposed to those of the Con* 
gress, from holding any executive position in (jongress organizations. The 
Committee considered the Digboi strike situation. 

\ Bj. Bubhas Bose, presiding over the first All-India Forward Bloc Badical 
Conference, in, Bombay, explained the aims and objects of the Forward Bloc and 
the necessity for its creation. 

The Standing Committee of the All-India States Peoples’ Conference met In 
Bombay. Pandit Nehru presided. A Bub-Committee was appointed to collect 
material for the compilation of an authoritative book on the conditions prevaUing 
in Indian States. 


28rd. The Congress Working Committee (in Bombay) discussed the position of 
Indians abroad, the relation between the Congress Committees in the provinces 
and the Congress Ministries and Mahatma Gandhi’s new 'technique** regarding 
the filiation in Indian States. The Working Committee decided that the provin- 
cial Congress Committees should not expect to ^rect or dominate the Ministeri, 
but the latter should keep in touch with the provincial Congress Committees and 
inform them of all their important moves. In the case of acute difference the 
matter should be referred to the Congress Parliamentary Bub-Committee whose 
decision shall be final. 

The programme of the Forward Bloc was adopted by the All India Forward 
Bloc Badical Conference in Bombay ; the Conference approved the formation of 
a “Left Consolidation Committee” consisting of the representatives of the Idt 
wing and the Forward Bloc, or giving effect to a common and agreed prognmme 
and also to bring about complete consolidation and unity of the entire \m wing 
of the Congress. 

24th. Mr. Bajendra Frasad, the Congress President, addressing the All India Con- 
gress Committee which met in Bombay for its three day session made an appeal 
for unity and discipline among Congressmen to meet the situation facing &e 
country in various spheres. Mr. Prasiui referred to the international situation, 
particularly India’s attitude to war and Federation, and deplored “the forces of 
disintegration that were at work in the country and the domestie faction and 
internal conflict” in the Congress. 

The All India Congress Committee discussed the position of Indians overseas, 
and accepted an amendmmt to the Congress constitution seeking to extend the 
“probation” period of a member enabling him to exercise the riAt of frapddse 
from 3 months to a year. The Committee also passed resolutions protMting 
against the Ceylon Government’s action in trying to eject Indian settlers and 
ann^er condemning the South African Government’s segregation proposals. Bbr, 
Pattabhi Sitaramayya moved the resolution on Ceylon ; Mr. Bhulabhai Desai 
moved the resolution on the South African question. 

Gandhiji wrote in the HariJan under the caption ’'Its implications” dealing with 
statements made by him with regard to Indian States. He said, *The positive 
implication of the Bajkot chapter in my life is the discover that the non-vidence 
claimed for the movement siqM 1920, marvelloas though it was. was not unadul- 
terated. The zesalts thdn^ orilliant would have bm far rusher if our non- 
violence had been complete. 
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35th. The Digboi strike situation was considered bn the Oongress Working Com- 
mittee. Mr. Qopinath BacdQloi, the Premier of Assam, was present ; he acquain- 
ted the members of the Wo^ng Committee with details oE the dispute between 
the workers and their employers, and the attitude of the management of the Oil 
Company to the demands of the strikers. The Committee framed a tentative 
resolution to be placed before the All India Congress Committee. 

The All India Oongresss Committee passed practically all the amendments to 
the Congress Constitution suggested by the Sub-Committee with a view to pur- 
ging the organization of 'Corruption*. There was a lively discussion on the 
clauses regarding eligibility for election to Provincial or District Congress Com- 
mittees, the exclusion of members of communal organizations from office in the 
Congress, and the appointment of election Tribunals. 

26th. The All India Confess Committee in Bombay passed by 130 votes to 60,, 
Bardar Vallabhbhai Paters resolution prohibiting the . launching of civil disobe- 
dience by Congressmen without the previous sanction of the provincial Congress 
Committee concerned. The resolution was strongly opposed by Swami Bahajananda 
Saras wati, leader of the All India Kisan Organization, who said the motion, if 
accepted, would have the effect of driving out of the Congress those who took 
part in the peasant movement. 

The Congress Working Committee circulated among the members of the All 
India Congress Committee its resolution on the Digboi strike situation. 

The Haja of Dhenkanal, Orissa, at a speckir Darbar in the llang Mahal, 
announced a number of reforms, which were on the lines on the reforms 
announced by the Baja of Seraikella. There was an introduction for the first 
time of an elective element in the administration of the civil welfare of the people. 

27tii. The All-India Confess Committee concluded its four-day session in Bombay 
after passing the Working Committee’s resolution on the Digboi labour dispute, 
and a non-official motion for the formation of a separate Andhra Province. The 
Digboi resolution appealed to the Company to accept the suggestion of the 
Congress President for the settlement of the dispute, failing which the Congress 
advised the Assam Government to undertake legislation for making , acceptance 
lor the decision of conciliation boards obligato^ and to take steps to stop the 
renewal of the base to the Company on its termination. 

The Bengal Legislative Assembly passed the Moneylenders Bill, without any 
opposition. 

The Congress Premiers, who met in conference in Bombay, decided on concerted 
action to fight the evil of communolism. 

General administrative problems confronting the various Provincial Congress 
Committees, especially in view of the new changes in the Congress constitution, 
were discussea at a conference of the Becretaries of the Provincial Congress 
Committees, in Bombay. Babu Eajondra Prasad, Congress President, presided 
and over 20 Secretaties, who were in Bombay in connexion with the All-India 
Congress Committee, attended. 

Thq All-India Conference of the League of Kadical Congressmen was held in 
Poona, Mr. M. N. Boy presided. 

28fh. The Bengal Legislative Council passed the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) 
Bill, 1939. The Council adopted an amendment reducing the number of nomi- 
nate seats by four, including the three reserved for schedule castes. 

SL Bubhas Chandra Bose, in the course of a speech in Bombay, declare that 
he believe, contrary to what many prominent leaders of the Congress believe, 
that the time was now ripe for India to embark upon an active struggle for 
independence. A splendid opportunity for demanding indei)endeuce from Britain 
would be lost if not avaiie of now. 

The Mahaiaja IK Dhenkanal, at a special Darbar, announce certain reforms in 
his State including remission of 6 months to all prisoners undergoing imprison- 
ment in the Jails of the State, the resuscitation of the old village panchayat, the 
setting up of a Praia Farishe with 26 nominate members from ail over the 
State and the improvement of the organization and the personnel of the High 
Court 



Notes on Indian History 


and 


India In Home Polity 



Notes on Indian Histoiy 

It hai truly been eaid that ahistory d! India that meals the whole panorama of 
the TSSHnillenia of her diaUnetive life and dTiliaation in its actual shape and cdour 
and due proportion and peiapeotiye, still remains to be written; The materials for 
drawing such a vast outline and maldng aueh a comprehenstye and connected sketdi 
are not yet in hand. A fairly definite outline and connected sketch which gives the 
promise of beinjr some day developed into what is oal^ed '^scientiflo history” has, how- 
ever, been steamly emerging out of the mist that veils the immensity of India’s piwt— 
a mist whidi (thanks to the labours of the investigatorB) has percmtibly thinned with- 
out being as yet actually lilted as far as one can now make one’s incursion into the 
age that saw me birth of Budhism and Jainism in India in the dzth century B. 0. 
Kyond that there is still only ’^cosmic nebulae** rdieved here and there by a few 
stray oonstdlationB of lucidly distinot historical facts. These ‘^ebulie” have probably, 
a di^ and density to be measured only ui^terms ofmillenia. But from the position 
where we can now make our historical prospecting, these vast remote dark spaces of 
Indian history recede and dirink and fold up and, at last, look like a far-away blank, 
black spherule beyond the galaxy of human remembrance. 

Ancient Indian history is, apparently, ‘‘full*’ of such gaps and blanks. Beyond the 
time when Alexander the Oieat invaded the Punjab (326 B. C.)> the galactical system 
of detailed and authentic Indian history does not far extend. There are too many 
unexplored blank spaces and unfmrmeoi, chaotic nebulae beyond that time still. Be- 
ginning approximately with that period, we are furnished, sometimes in abundance, 
with fairly trustwecthy material in the snime of contemponu^ Qredc testimony bearing 
on Indian history, and also, as timd rolls on, with* inscriptional and other kinai 
of dediberable and dependable domestic evidence. Of course, an immense mass of 
“documentary** evidence and evidence in the more or less fluid, volatile state of 
tradition, heresay and folk-lore ^.written .or unwritten) have always lain by the side 
of the historian nitherto busy with his inscriptions, plates, coins, artefacts and any 
conoborative evidence that may be forthcoming from outside. And that mass of 
anckat Indian documentary eyidence and tradition has, generally, lain neglected by 
his side. In hasbeen.generidly, of little help to him in reconstructing, “on scientific 
lines”, the missing skdieton of ancient Indian History. It has bom, however, of 
great use to the comparative mythologist, phylologist and anthropologist. 

But even the historian who sedts to reconstruct on scientific lines the missing 
akdeton of ’ ancient history, whether of India or of any other country, should do 
wril to remember that the dry bones of the skdeton he may have been able to put 
together will not be true, living history unless they can* be made instinct with the 
tou^bh of life which literature, art, tradition, 'myths’, folk-lore, religious and social 
InstitutionB in their earlier and later forms alone can, give. From coins, tables etc., 
we can built a possible or even probable frame-work of chronology into which we 
can put our Utile bits of tested facts according to one possible plan or other. Such a 
mosuc of dates and facts (mainly relating to dynastic succession, war and conquest) 
ia cd course important as necessary ground-plan of histoij. But it is not the com- 
pleted atructureof history. It is not history as ^ organic process of evolution. So 
we hive to distigukh between structural 'or morjdiological Itistory and organic, 
“l^ysiologioal” history. 


Now, India has been so far poor in comparison with some other ancient countries 
tike Egypt, Babylonia and China in her “materials” for writing the first kind of 
bifton^ and the available materials, as vre saw, do not carry us much beyond the 
time or Budha and Mahaviia in the sixth century B. 0. Becently, however, a very 
oldanA apparently, ani^ order of civulsation has been unearthed in the Indus 
VaUeyin the Fhniab anainSind, which, according to current official beUefs, isof 
liie Sumerian pattern. The buried dties^ now discovered bring to light hot only 
ikry intenatingifeatoiea of a oivilisatUm thriving in the western i»rt of India 
In io remote a paat (when the indo-Aryans had not, according to the oommon view, 
yet minated info India), but they even put into our hands interesting dues that may 
. ' * Hi to unravel many of the riddles of our Yedic and post-Vedio history. 
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We are still in iha dusUand of pxobftl^tleB or eym lesa iaiMi 
the datea, origins, early habitats and earlier forms not only of the udhs Valley bat 
also 01 the Dravidians and Indo-Aryan peq)le. We do not know for oertiinty whn 
and from where the Indo-Aryans came mto India. The fact of Anvn imimgratioa 
into India itsdf, though generuly accepted, is still disputed. And if immigration be 
admitted, we have, probably, to admit not one but several successive streams of 
immigration. Such theory, apparently called for to account for some of Ihe crhhsal 
turnings and **sudden mutations” in our ahnknt historical evolution, will lead to 
unexplored avenues of enquiry as to ages atip|SateB, origins and charMteris^ 

Tbb Bni^A 


The Rigveda— the earliest and the most informing and instructive "dooumentaiy” 
evidence that we possess- appears to set the stage amidst scenes which show tne 
Aboriginal, Draviduun and Indo- Aryan factors fifl^ting for supremacy first in the land of 
**Five%vers” and in the Ganges Valley, and then gradually, b^ond the Vindhya 
Range which with its inipenetrable forest mantle, stood as a barrier between Northdni 
India (Aryyavatta) andT Deccan. Gradually we find the aborigines cornered and 
driven to the hills and forest where thrir descendants, more or less Aryaniaedi itill 
continue to live. In considerable parts they were also absorbed into the fold of Aiyan 
society and culture. And in being absorbed they did not fidl to impart ^xmie little 
part of their own character of the Aryan complex. There was not so much of ra^ 
or even linguistic fusion as of cultural aasimuation. The process of Aryaniaatipu in 
language, culture etc. has been a process admitting, naturally, of (hfilerent shades and 
degrees, leaving at the one end aboriginal races that have almost kept aloof from 
Aryan influence and having at thu other others that have become part and parcel A 
the Aryan system. The Aiyanisatiou of the Dravidian peoples, eepedally in rriigion, 
culture and civilisation, has been a much more perfected process. But on the other 
hand, the Dravidian impress on thf Aiyan system is also in many places, deqi and 
unmistakable. The Dravidian is co-ordmated or even subordinated to the Aryan but 
not lost in the latter. This power of assimilation of alien races and cultures without 
losing the individuality of its owp essential Type or Pattern and without at the same 
time making the diverse dements assirailatra lose whatever is essential in themr* 
has been a special characteristic of the Indo-Aryan race and culture-complex. This has 
meant organic unity or unity in diversity of a more fundamental and abiding nature 
than can, perhaps, be claimed for the political or national unity with which nisttidea 
are commonly fiuniliar. Historians, accordingly, commonly miss the unity which 'lies 
deep and sees only the diversity vfhich lies on the sumce. India to them is thus 
a veritable chaos of jarring dements of races, languages, rdigions, castes, sects and 
culture which have never known unity before the wys of the unitary political rule 
of the British. Of course, the introduction, in later times, ot the Sonitio rdhdons— 
Muhammedanism and Ghnstianity---disturbed to some extent the ages-long unity and 
balance of the Aryo-Dravidian culture and social system in India. But even 
dements were in the process of being slowly drawn into the sphere influence of 
what we may call the gepius of Inma. In other words, a slow but sure i«ooessof 
cultural assimilation even of this “militant” factors whs going apace. Buddhism, 
which had risen as a ^volt” against orthodox Hinduism— but yet as a revolt from 
within— and whidi dominated the situation in Indm for several centuries, ended in 
the land of its birth by being eventually absorbed and assimilated into thd jpaient 
rdigion. Jainism and many other old or latter 'Wolts” have thuii “squsiea their 
accounts” with the same parent rdigion, and have been to many oentuiiis living 
peaceably dde by dde with one another and with the latter. 


This power of assimilation and co-ordination in whidi all the components 

their own ccmtributiona and are permitted to live side by aide as memben df a 


commonwealth of cultures, has been the secret of the wonderiul resistto and stag^ 
power of the Indian culture-cofliplex against such disintegrating tooes ishave sssmitiM 
up many an old and glorious ddlisation of the world. And it ean be sadly 
shown from facte that this staying power has been in evidence not cmly in tbs lestan 
of cultural contacts and impacts out also in that of social and poUtiod ones. Ttmt 
have been many raids into India and invasians betoe and afto Christy bat it|sa 
travesty of facts to imagine that Indian redstance has always been weak and " ' 
li^ and that sndi mvasions are typicdly Ifte the mu of Mdiinud of 
which ever swept away Indian armies ana Kingdoms Ukecqbww « 

gsrda. Betoe her final subjugadon by the Mshammsdan Power— end tbs i 

oationof thewholeof lAdiawas anyditnglike on accompliBhed fact oidy tea tiaii 
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during tlw ragn of the great Mogul Emperors— IndU had been. ^ diould be borne in 
mind, a mighty Power and a Model A dvilisation and culture for at least three 
thousand .years. And it dunild be remembered further that when the British in 
India turned from trade to conquest (always with native hdp and alliance) thev had 
to settle thdr accounts not only with Haidar Ali and TipuBultanin the South but 
mainly the Maharatta and Sikh Powers which had risen on the ruins of the Maham- 
medan Power in India. 


Unitaby Indian Empibb 

But there were and still have been other factors which, to some extent, operated 
against India devdoping a compact and coherent political and militai^ ormisation, 
except, occasionally like, lor instance, the Great Boman Empire of old or the British 
Empire in modem times. We possess, apparently, no connected retrospect of the 
remote past of which the Vedas, Epics and tniranas speak. But as far as appearances 

K , an unitary, centralised, Indian Empire was the exception and not the mle. In 
»r times also, an Empire like that of Asoks was not a common achievement As 
we said, India nas possessed deq[>-laid cultural and institutional unity beneath all her 
diversities. India has fou^t, and fought bravely, for the integrity of her sacred 
Land, her sacred religion and tradition, and for their sacred visible Symbols and 
Embodiment. But she has rarely fought for the “State” as such or an Empire as 
such. The spirit of her culture did not favour the formation and consolidation of 
Nationalism in the sense it is commonly understood, and her basic institutions would 
hardly consist wi& many forms of centealised State control. The all-controlling and 
co-ordinating Principle was Dharma (the Principle of human Values and Conduct) 
rather than any State agency. Each village, for example, was a self-contained com- 
mune and autonomous unit owing permanent alliance to therdgn of Dharma and 
only temporary allegiance to any kingship that might function for we time bdng. So 
the village communities continued to live though kingdoms after kingdoms rose and 
fell. They were but little affected by the accidents and exigencies of politics. 

Again, the spirit of Dharma (which should not be translated as religion) has 
definitely and systematically favoured all human or even all-living values and tenden- 
cies and a cosmopolitan outlook, and has opposed militant, ^gressive “predatory”, 
nationalism. The old Upanishads are clear and courageous in their conception of 
^ose hii^r values ; and the Db mashastras (or Codes laying down social and 
individual conduct) were bold and consistent in their execution of those ideas. Later, 
Budhism and Jainism and other “reforming” movements have tended only to stress 
such values as non-violence and fellowship with all men and all living being. These 
forces operating through the ^es tended to produce in the Indian classes and masses 
a common disposition not quite favourable to the formation and consolidation of an 
unitary milita ]7 state for purposes of offence and defence. 

Of the immense back-ground of Indian History which is represented by the Vedas 
^amhitas^ Brihmins, Aranyakas and t^anlshadas), the various Sutras (or Digests), 
Philosophies, Epics (the Bamayana and Mahavarata), Puranas and Tantras )(our state- 
ment here is not anything like full), we possess (unless one is prepared to grant the 
claim of the Puranas recently put forth in thdr behalf that they do contain mate- 
rials for reconstructing a fmrly connected chronological histo^ bmnnLig with the 
very earliest times) very little precise and connectedf information tor the purpose of 
writing a political history both copious and correct as to facts and their chronological 
Older. But of the id^s and ideas, practices and institutions of the times we do 
possess a very full, informing and instructive presentation. And, after all, what is 
real history but this ? . Bcholars have been busy with their sketches and drawiim of 
the ancient orders ancupecimens of ideas, belims and practices that existed in India. 
Butoftener than no?' their reviews ana retrospects have been made from modem 
standpoints, with modem notions, criteria and standards of testing facts and apprais- 
ing vuues. -This has not enabled us, in any just measure, to understand mvush less 
appreciate a civilisation (not confined to India but, possibly, reaching some of its 
IMtest heij^tB in this country) which was essentially of a dimemt kind, ai^d cannot, 
therefore, be represented as only the first uncertain and timid steps taken on the 
road whidi- has, throu^^ a long, long march, at last brought us to our present 
advanced stage. The idemogy, methods of that ancient civilisation wehave 

yet not seriously studied ana n^dy luiider^ Much of that dvilisation we still 

'*^logical twaddle” and crude st^smon. SST by ffie with all this we find, 
however, thehifi^est philosophy, de^sil mystioism and pure ethics. Thereis also 
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>ibiiA tMli iof'lirigiail and geniiine vidiie horn Um ixdnt of view of human material 
ud ptindane fttogreaa. This aeema to us a curious medley of what is nearly the hi^^t 
m iriiaft la ahout^ lowest But let us pass on. 

jOominff to ‘inktorical*’ times we find that the invasion by Alexander the Great of 
India proved in the result to be litde more than a brilliant raid. His victorious 
armies ooald(mly cut off a small slice of Kortli-Westem India, and this little alice 
tip Macedonian w6uld ingest, but couldilbt digest His steam-roller of conquest 
sfiMdily develcqwd ’^war-weariness” on tsC plains of the Panjab. and he had to go 
baM: only adding a bit of India to his vast mpire. Hehadwon someof his battlm 
in; Ipdla, but it had not been an ’^easy walk-over” with him. 

Chakdbaoufta and Asoka 


After his death shortly afterwards, the vast Macedonian Empire practically went to 
nieces. Ghandragupta, who became the king of Magadha, proved himself too powerful 
for the Greek invadurs who had violated the sanctity and integrity of the sacred Land 
of the Five Bivers. As the result of the formidable opposition by the anpiei of 
Ghandragupta, a treaty was concluded between him and the Greek which made him 
the supreme, undisputed lord and soverdgn of the Indian Empire. Megasthenes, who 
was sent by Sdeucus as an ambassador to the court of Ghandragupta^ left a very 
valuable record of the times, of the customs and morals of the people, and of the 
administration, which, though unfortunately fragmentary, bears an eloquent and admir- 
ing testimony to the high ordei of material and moiiu civilisation attained by the 
Hmdus centuries before the Christian era. And this high civilisation was evolve in 
India not in isolation but in commerce with other civilisations that iiouririied in 
ancient times such as the Babylonian, Greek, Persian ard Chinese. Chandiagupta’s 
son was Bindusara who was succeeded by Asoka (269-231 B. G.), who was undoubtedly, 
one of the greatest rulers of men holding their sway for the material and spiritual 
good of manldnd. Numerous ^cts and inscriptions record the noble and glorious 
achievements of his rrign which, in its later stages left the bloody path of war and 
conquest and devoted itsdf to the much more noble and fruitful task of the moral 
and 8|nritual conquest and redemption of ourselves and our fellow-being. With commend- 
able 'Oatholicity and tolerance, not seeking to impose it upon othei's by his great 
imperial authority and power, he exercised that authority and power for the purpose 
of transforming fiudhism, which had been more or less a local sect in the Ganges 
Valley, into one of the greatest and most potent living world religions. Asoka’s T&m 
is thmore rightly held to be an epoch m the histo^ of the world. His edicts also 
diow the man, his ideals and his methods. But all this had not allowed or favoured 
the cement of the great Maurya Empire setting into ther^uisite hardness. Indepen- 
dent kingdqans like Bacteria and Farthiatook their rise in the border land, and the 
Greeks, roaewed thrir incursions. New races (the Yuen-chi) came in a surge of 
migraddh which swept all before them, and in the first centuary A. D. a conBidarable 
portion of North-west India came under thdr influence. 


Gupta Dynasty 

Kaniska, who made Peshawar his capital j;>roved great as a ruler and as a patron 
and misaionaiy of the Budhistic rriigion. under him the Kushan brandi 'of the 
Ynen-riii reached the senith of its power. But this power fdll as another power in 
middle India rose— the Andhra dynasty. A peak like Amaravati or Ujjain would, some 
time, rise and diine in the midst of the movmg vastness of Indian waters. In the 
beemning of the fourth century the centre of political infiuence in India was again 
ahuted to Fataliputra in Ma^wUia aa the Gupta dynasty emerged into 
Samudiagupta, who ruled lor fifty years, and his son Chan 


gniilied tihemaelveB not only in war but in the sphere of peaceful andlruitful administe- 
idn, promoting general prosperity and giving liberal encouragement to art and literature, 
ajglonons tribute to whidi was pud by the Ghinese pilgrim Fa-hien. Aeomding to 
mi Isitinlony, their Empires were vast and thdr administration just, affightened. 


•SB 
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prictloally over the whole d Northern Indie 
l5 ^ ofthe jeventh century, wee famoue equally for his great prowess, 

ra hi|^ mteU^tual atti^ments and for the broad oath^ci^ of his religious outlook. 
An aomntd hiB tunes has b^n left by a Chinese, HuenTsiang by name. In that, 
India is sdU painted in geue^ly bri^t and even glowing colours. 

Mediaeval India 

After the d^th of Hardia, and gradually with the emergence of India into 
ww.nmy be <^1^ the mediaeval period, the conoitions which had made the political 
tminoatm of India sometimes i>os8ible in the past, nearly disappeared, and India was 
thrown into a state of political confusion and (maos in which petty kingdoms rose like 
mushroonfs and constant internecine strife prevailed. Borne outstanmng figures like 
Vilommaditya would occasionally appear on the stage ; but such events were lew and 
w between. ^ In the South of India was bdng enactra a very interestmg but involved 
mma in which the Andhras, Ballavaa, Chalukyas and Cholas were the principal actors. 
Kawimere in the north, Kanau] in the D^ab and Baigal in the east were also aUve 
with many vivid and vital scenes and evfmts of politicid, cultural and social interest. 
But we nball not try to make a review of them here. One outstanding event in the 
eonfusion and complexity of the general Indian situation whi(^ deserves notice even 
MS^g was the rise of the -Rajput power upon which the mantle of the old caste 
Kshatnas (the warrior and ruling caste) fdl, and which was the chief opposition 
that the waves of Mohame(|an invasion coming one after another ever smce the 
second quarter of the 7th century had to encounter and ultimately bear down. Guxrat, 
Malwa, Ajmer, Kanaui and Delhi were the principal scenes of the new drama of 
Ri^ut ascendency— a drama so full of m>isodes of superhuman bravery, noble heroism 
and; sacrifice for the sacred cause of religion and liberty lhat th^ nave ever since 
lived in human memoir as models which tuiure generations of patriots in any country 
mi|^t wdl try to emulate. Though Rajput opposition was borne down in Northern 
India by the end of the twelfth century, Ramut bravery and the spirit that animated 
it survived the crash of the Hindu Empire of Delhi and Ajmere over which Prithvi 
Raj, the herOi the last of the Hindu emperors, though not the last of the Hindu 
rulers, had held sway. Rajput bravery and Riuput tove of independence were still 
factors to reckon with in the days of the great Moghuls— Akbar, Jahangir, Bhahjahan 
and Aurangs^. Col. Todd and some others have narrated the story, and it constitutes 
one of his proudest annals in the vast archives of the Hindu glory in 'India. As 
to the conquest of Northern India by the Mohamedans, it should be noted, the grwt 
wise was not very easily or quickly won ; that the first Mahaiftmedan impact was in 
the seventh century shortly after the passing away of the Prophet, and a Moham- 
medan ki^dcmi in Northern India came mto being towards the end of the 12th 
ontury. Even this did not mean either a complete or final subjugation of India. 
And there is another thing to be noted. Hindu power fdl not because its. resistance 
was weak and its bravery and heroism in the field was not backed by ad^uatetact, 
strata^ and discipUne in diplomacy, planning and preparation. 

The centuries of the mediceval age in India were marked by a conspicuous lack of 
political unity and solidari^. But they were by no means unimpcnrtant and barren. 
It was not a '^dark** Ago. in the Gupta period and in the centuries before and after 
a marveUons process of social, cultund and religious reconstruction was going apace. 
Theold Vedio scheme of social eecmomy (involving as it did the four Vamas or 
^cdstes** and the four Ashrams or ^‘stages** of life) was being transformed through a 
process of adaptation, assimilation and multiplication wmch made society more 
comprehensive and at ihe same time more complex. The infiuence of Buddhism, 
Hellenism and that of Hongcjloid races also led to adaptations and assimilations, 
in many important directions in the older order of Indiw customs and institutions. 
The gradtiaf assimilation of Budhism itself was a ihendmenon of the greatest import- 
ance^ The Vedic rdigiun survived but it was transformecL The Puranas andTsntras 
ribiwedand galw a new expression to the Banatana Dharma. In the domain of 
litendureb act (b^ useful and fine), scdence and mathematicB, philoscqdiy and 
metadbysics, these centuries were also productive of fruits that were and still are of 
thegimteBt interest aind value. , Great poets like Kalidas and Bhavabhuti, and great 
phUosopliers like Shankaradiaryya andBmnanuJa and also other pioneers and masters 
Eothm fields temed a jndaxy.jof men of genius and talents whidb showed that an 
ageof political dis-equmbrium and eoniiiien in India was yet not necessarily an 
S of ottltursl deprewion and darkness Juid social diaruption. The soul of India 
opiddi ap|NHmitly« function to its best advmilsgeiniiiim of her t^ pcditios. 



NOTEB ON INDIAN ElBIOBY 9B 

Bat whQBt tlib WM trne f or loma time it ocmld Aot be tm Herpolitios 

at kU bqnn to tell on her oonetitalloa. We do not liowe?er, piopoae to eontmne the 
Btory thxoiu^ the Mohammedan and BxildBh perioda. The historvo! theBejperiodB is 
more Bettleaand definite in featuree, and theee m, merally, wdl-lmown. (tee epeoial 
leataxe, which U not BlwajB dearly xeoogniBed ana to whidi we ehould like to draw 
attention ie thia. From tne twdftn eeniury x4^t np to the eijshteenth, or even for 
aome time later, the £^da power of redTal and remeration, of mitiation and eaeou- 
tion, waa never like dead or even dying. Indepjnoent and often powerful Idngdoma 
like Vijayanagar in the South, thoae of rratap. ^hpli and the rahwaa in the weat 
(we do not mention aome othera e. g. thoad'la Bengal) woul^ now and then, 
proudly Itf t thdr heada ann challenge i& authority of the mat Moalem emperora. 
Under that authority, too. there flounahed many great Hindu dminiatratorB, Miniatera, 
govemora, generala and finanoiera. In abort, during the Mohamedan era, the Hindu 
geniuB waa not at ita beat but it waa not quite deoad^t. 

Tbb Mohahmbdaxi Bulb 

The Mohammedan conquerora, amn, from Mahomed Ghori whe wreated the aceptre 
of the kingdom of Delhi from Prithvirai after a firat unauoceaaful attempt, came to 
India aa fori^nera but th^ did not remain here aa foreigperB. India waa the land 
of their adoption. Baida like thoae by Ohenma Khan or^adir Shah were rare and 
they did not repreaent the normal courae of evaita. India Buffered, and . aometimea 
bacuy, no doubt from the effecta of the conquering ardour and proaelytiamg zeal of 
aome of the Mohammedan mlera. But the great Mmula were aa mudi '^children of 


aome of the Mohammedan mlera. But the great Mmula were aa mudi '^children of 
the aoil” aa the humbleat of the Hindu ''nmthen’C And thia aharing timther by 
the Hindua and MueaiilmanB of a common “hearth and home’’ naturally tended 
to breed a coa&douaneaa of commimity of intereata in both aa India’a offapring. 
There waa a steady aaaimilation Of the aemitio and Indo-Aryan culturea alao aim 
even a growing underatanding and appreciation of one religion by the other. The 
idigions toucbim and even blended with each other at thdr higheat points— e. e; in 


each other at thdr highest points— e. g; in 

Sunam and Vedantio myatidsm. They alao met and evolved a broad common 
“divine” to whidi folk bdiefs, practices and institutions would bring their unitdi 
homage. Even a common dialect (Urdu or Hinduathani) waa evolved between the two 
in Northern India which gradually blossomed into a fine literature. The patronm 
extended by the Mohammedan emperors to Music, Architecture etc. was alao fruitful 
of very fine result. India’s wealth attracted the trade and commerce of the whole 
civiliara world. In fact, America or the Weat Indies waa discovered in an att^pt 
to discover an western route to the Indian market. British, French, Dutc^rand 
Portuguese traders all came and scrambled for market, and eventually, for political 
power in India. It is also ^rthy of note that even under the sway A such master- 
ful monarcha as Sher Shah, Akber or Aurangzeb, the government ol the country was 


xul monarcha 
in the n:nL., 
autonomy A 


rcha as Sher Shah, Akber or Aurangzeb, the govei 
h., decentralised, allowing provincial and local 
of the village units— to adequatdy function. £v( 


Aurangzeo, me government or the country was 
Jiovincial and local autonomy— down to the 
uatdy function. Even petty local chiefa— like 
eat— never unlearnt the art of fighting and 


tne zeuaai toras ox tne meoiaevai west— never unlearnt tne art of ngnting and 
governing. So it waa always possible for a man of ambition and ability. ulm^Shivaji 
for example, to evolve aanctiona whereby he could implement his nii^ j^tical 
aapirations. It was the very large measure of local automony and local imtiauve that 
existed that rendered possible the rise of the Marhatta and Sikh Powers and also of 
the kingdoma of Hyder Ali and the Nizam in the south. And Britii^ Power in India 
in its rise to paramountcy found its most formidable rivals or powerful allies in them. 

In 1599, duriim the reign of Queen Elizabeth, aomo merdumta of London formed 
an association for the purpose of trade with India, and this aaaociatioa was granted a 
royal charter of incorporation. At first thia Company waa purel/ a txadiim concern 
establishing factories in the east and west coasts of India ana in Bengal and adUiiia- 
tering ita afiturs in the three **presidenciea” whidi were at first teaqpendent of one 
another but subordinate to the Board of Direotora at home. In courae ol 
however, diiefiy with a view to preserving and consolidating its growing and 
extensive trade in India, in the face of tba Frandi rivalry and mtrigiie and 
the prevailing political anardiy and unrest in the land, 




torial xeaponaibihties. It fought aome dedaive battles in Madras and in Beni^ 
which raised a trading company to the status of a political Power in Indto. Fxendi 
' pe failed and French rivmry praetioally died wwa in In^ One A the most 
ve battles, foutdit was the bottle of Plamy in 1767. The battle was won with the 
aid of fdthful native batti^ono^ and wl^ the adive or paaalve snpport ol the 
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gniendB «id noblenm of die unfortmiate young Nawab of Bengal. It ie wordiy 
9t note that the path of British snpxemacy in India, and often, its influence ana 
pratige abzoad has been rayedL amongst other things, with the consent, alliance and 
willing cooperation of the Natives of India. It was so even daring the critical 
period of the Sepoy Mutiny, one hundred years after the battle (tf Plassey. It 
was again so during the “ordeal” of the last Great War. The machinery of 
administration by the East India Company was from time to time modified 
by acta of Parliament (1773, 1784 ; and the Charter Acts of 1^3 and 1833). 
By these a (iovemor*General-in-Council was made the supreme administrative 
auilmrity in India subject to a Board of Control at home. By the last Act. the Com* 
pahy ceased to be a ^mmercial concern anu became la political and administrative 
boiW only. After the Sepoy Mutiny another Act was passed by which the Gbvernment 
of India was transferred from the Company to the drown, and henceforth the Gov- 
emor-Gpneral was also the Viceroy of India. The functions of the Government of 
India ore wide^iuid Its responsibilities heavy. But its responsibilities are to the Crown 
and the Parliament. It han not rested on an elective popular basis. There have been 
legialative bodies, but its motions resolutions and votes have not, except as regards 
certain matters of secondary importance under the Act of 1919, a binding effect on 
the Government. 


India’s contributions and sacrifices in the Great War were great, but “reward” 
that come in &e sliape of the Parliamentary Declaration promising her a “ aprogressive 
rttdisation of responsible government”, the stages and times of which were to be 
determined by the Parliament alone, was not comforting to her nationalist aspirations. 
And the Government of India Act of 1919, which is stui in actual function though it 
has been, apparently, broadened and amplified in some directions by a recent Parlia- 
mentary Statute, did not meet the wishes or expectations of India. By that Act 
dyarchy or a kind of dual responsibility was established in the provinces, where the 
^mation-building” subjects were “transferred” to Ministers (not responsible however 
to the l^slatures), whilst the more important subjects were ^reBerved’% In practice the 
transference of certain subjects to Ministers (who were appointed by, held office under 
the pleasure of, and were responsible to, the (jkivemor) meant little more thui a 
complication of the administrative machinery which became, in con^uence. more cum- 
brous and expensive. The Central Government continued to remain unitary under the 
B^eme. The legislative bodies, both provincial and central, were expanded with non- 
majorities, but this placed little power, for construction or even for obstruction 
in the h^ds of the popular parties. Whilst the liberals proceeded to work ^e scheme, 
the mdn body of nationalist forces, as represented by the Indirn National Congress, 
would hot first even look at it But some time later, under the guidance of Mr. C. R. 
IhB and Pandit Motilal Nehru, a Swaraj Party, analogous to the present (Congress 
Paxliamentary Party, was formed which entered the legislatures, both provincial and 
central, in tdlmg numbers and by its obstructionist tactics caused net a little emba- 
missment to those entrusted with the work of day to day administration. In some 
provinces it was even able to “wreck” dyarchy for a time. Generally, however, 
the system has worked, thou^ not satisfoctorily even according to official apprecia- 
tion. We need not in particular refer to the unwelcome labours of the All-White 
Statuteny ^mon Commission^ to ^diich even the habitually co-operating liberids 
refused to lend thrir co-operati<^. Mean^iriiile the Congress ideology was necomlng 
Mder day by day, and the Lahore session adopted a resolution setting, as the gou 
of India complete Indqp^dence or Puiha Swaraj. A campaign of dvil disobedience 
fifilowed to create “sanctions under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi who has been 
resdly at Ihe^elm of Congress affiura since (he early twenties. The l^und Table 
idea was bioRhed rather too late| but Mahatma Gandhi after concluding, what is 
known as the Gandhi-lrwin Pact joined the Conference subsequently. The result of 
the deUberations of that body fell short of the Oongiess demand. And the Oemgress 
iqpdn withdrew its olliv of 



India in Hnina IP0l|l|r 

Iiitr#4<icli#ii 

W« ib«|iN> #ii4y oi th# «mUii wpd devdlopmwpits is thuk bad 
bajPilMd dozinig Um iu( riz moaiia* <d 1988 wiHi d<#niog tlie 
A iteMMr M foBowed the IGnisterial Orieie la ihe Otatnl Z^ia* 
OmmhMmSmL ^ Barer. living it e ^Uehuiea izaax the eoene (d 
eoafliet, we meda en ettai^’to take e detaefaed view o{ 
thinga aa hr ee it wee ^jpnltnly posaifalp' for i»i<> We 
e vide i n ed bow in the ehawue of treditiona of joint reaponaibility in Mi^aMea 
tinder aiodem eonditkma yet to be developed in ti>e oounlzyf three Uiniaten 
(d the provinoa.vrerefQt^refaaing to tender reaignetion w^ eeUed i^n 
to do ao by the Ptenaar, Dr. Nareyan Vaahkar IQiare ; we expiaiiaed 
how i>r>. Share bid been led by the Inatrameat of Inatraetion iaaned by 
&e Obaiihiiaa td'liie Coagreaa Parliammtary Snb-Oonunittee, Satdar Valiav* 
Ubid IMd. and by tite letter of Monlaaa Abol Sabm And, member of bbi 
WwMng Oommit^ and one <d tiie three mmbera <d tbe Parlimnnutni^ 
BidHOohupittae. that be waa fim to and na<malm bia Hiniata^, and 
bow aetbtg on lie belief be reaigned hie firat Miniatry and «eo<m4itntad 
hie aaeon d wiiMi tbnea hew membem ; we gave mqweaaimi to the ieelHig 
dwnad by pidiie mdnion tiiat tabaa intereat in poli a cal faameniniga tbat we 
failed to noderatand why the Workiag Conndttea of tbe umtheea i dM wtd 
have Mno Miflb a iMtioM view of tiiia provineim biiAeriagl rtonld ba»f 
hrinn lidae in it. By iboae opimone we atUl atand, titotpi^ we were not 
pfepwed far the bittenMea of eontroverey timt followed Ibie IBnietMdal 
re-nbefln Paraenal and eec t icnal and li n ^ iit ie faeBnga bam been renaed 
W tbe atapa taban to aolve tiw probleau idmt ham bean oortodb^ tbe 
ei Mian Sfettbetlmm been diemptingforaee of ef^toden in aciee wite 
than jmeaeaenwMvntbin idle foontian of t^ pardenlar provinee. Vheae 
damlo|MBinlebamflreatad inthopnUiemind dotto abord the leadenddp 
of MOanfmea. bam generated a ffindoieiaw the eoantry tbat ie net •beik' 
ed i^any wee be i we or jnjtntfoe made manifoet bi Urn pnhbe iifo. in Iba 
iaaderahipflf priiKebfoin b&i. bow atedy of tbeae evetde Wf bM 
BMie then onno oonoadad ibat ^ ebdiu made Iw tbe Oaeignae Worldaf 
O ow m i it te i to diaeiplina In Omigraea ranka are jnatifiaMe at aa faunae ; at 
Ibe pr aem t pbaae of Mia*a atrng^ for polilieai r^ta they are a pm>eoadb 
tion of e Be ae ei . In tbo 0. P. and Barer Mbnaterud affair wo have 
fMorad and erltwaed fbe latter deveiopanente that abowed a faibne of 
n e rr aat an eadt a bait y of iampar in tiie eoi^roveraialiBta, and in tbe epae of 

Or- nkHwaadlde wvpeitantbe abaenee^d fbatiimt Df dijpaiM Me^ 
MMpflfannniait deidaion tbat ratrievea ncditioal rv^itanon and mgabu 
•nWenriaii^* InBBoden Isdia'a pabbe Ufa fba late Sddma 

O n bb i t blBrader of fbe ffarvaot of India Society, idiowed by bis eramide 
hew a poidie num eonid outlive unpopohrity and piddm calumny. 

Whim we eeimneirted on the baf^peninge rdating to C. and 
Bwnr Itbdateriil unbro^, we eoidd not Imagine—nonu in India eoatd 
•~titat ov«r the lo^a wbiidi owed allit^ianoe to the 
Badtan National Gongreaa would bunt anotbw oontrewersy 
ndidi the begimoing of.tho new year of 1989, that angry 
U^htoing would tiirow a lurid glare oa a wide eeetion of 
ilfiMNiliiin o o r di W B ig Mw xpind of the people, or^ng diaseiufoni anfong 
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Che rank wd file of Oongreasmen, easing the spirit of disunity in the 
leederehip of the organisation, holding in abeyance almost all Congress 
aothrities.for about six months. This storm of controversy covered the 
whole face of the country : fellow-workers, comrades in work and saorifioe, 
wm separated from one another ; doubts were thrown on one another’s 
honesty ; the well of associated work was defiled ^nd poisoned. Without 
takii^ a tragic view of things, conceding that such outbursts of temper are 
a pa^ and lot of modem democratic arrangements of political work, we are 
constrained to say that judging by the known facts of the whole contro- 
versy Stl Bubhas Chandra Basu has emerged out of it with dignity. 
Perhaps, his sudden illness rendered him incapable of joining in the ex« 
change of ang^ courtesies that marked the controversy ; his temperament 
also helped h^m to bear up against the assaults that are part of such contro- 
versies. This characteristic of his came out in the following words uttered 
when he, as President of the Working Committee of the Congress, had to 
carry out the drastic judgment on Dr. Khare : 

may point out that a leader has to pay the price of leadership. In the event 
of snccess, he often gets moi^e pndse and credit than he probably deserves, and 
in the event of failure, he frequently gets all the blame or at least much of it. No 
leader should, therefore, grudge if on ocossions he seems to be judged harshly 
by his followers or by his countrymen. If a battle is won, the general- becomei 
the Hero; if things go wrong he is punished severely.” 

^ia test of leadership was laid down in the last week of July, 1938 or 
the first week of August. Before six months were out the man who had 

Isid it was called upon to face it, to pass through this cruel process of 

judgment. And he came out of it cool and collected before the watching 
pu^« 

The controversy arose out of the election of the President to the Tripuri 
session of the Indian National Congress,' its annual session. The Press 
, Was publishing and featuring speculations with regsrd 

^ ^ regard to the persons who might be set up 

' for tms libst of honour, of reispohsibility. The names of 

Mouli^ Abul Ealam Azad, of Dr. PMtabhi Sitarainayya, 
of Sri Subhas. Qhandria Basu were prominently mentie^ned ; it wm hoped 
tbft two of tiiem would retire, leaving the election to bO; uxmnimo^ The 
electfdn was to be held on the 29th of January, 1939. On thp 9bth Janui^ 
a stkteiment by Moulftna Sahib was sent to the , Press that fbf reasons of ^ 
heaUh he oould hot a^ee to shoulder the b^ens of the position* reobmr 
mqnding at the same time Ihe name of Dr» Pattabhi to the de^stM» Oh 
the'Slst ^‘Subhsa Chandra Baqu sent a statement which gave the j^ple 
ah idea that the PresidenMal BUctioh would he fought over, Qe gave . 
his xeasonS fbir preferring this method of (dioosi^ the h^ of' the, phpreme 
executive ole the natib^ organisation., With ‘‘the isrograssive sharpenin 
of the anti-imperialist str^gle in India*^, there had emerged ^*new ideas 
shd IdeologieB, ahd prbUemsand programmes”. And a feeling, an opinion, 
was growing in the country that 'as in other free oemntties the presidential 
dsetion in India shdoid be fought on the basis of different problems and pro- 
gramUies**. Such contests would help in the clarificatidn of the issues^ and 
“give a cfaar indka^on of the publie thind” ; as such they may not be "un- 
desirable” things. ^ In vk^^qt 'the increasing international, tension add the 
psospecftive fi^t over Iwirstien in India, the year (l989) will be "a 
momentous one in our natiotml history” ; he was prepared to put this 
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fiiestion to the test whether or not the majority of the ddegates demanded 
hi% services in the ofiSice. Specially when 'up till now I have not received 
any suggestion or advice from a single delegate asking me to withdraw 
from the contest/* emphasised Subhas ^abn. This statement also did 
not excite any curiosity in the mind of the general public. 

But the matter took a new compI| 9 |^, an exciting complexion when 
six members of the Congress Working Go&miitee — Sardar Ballavbhai Batel, 
^ ^ Babu Bajendra Prasad, Sri Jayaramdas Daulatram, Sri 

Shankar. Bao Deo, Sri Bhuiabhai Desai and Prof, 
ben Startle the I&ipalani (General Secretary of the Congress)— issued a 
Public statement on the 24th of January from Bardoli questioning 

the validity of the reasons for a contest given in the 
statement of their President* The name of the place from which the 
statement was issued was significant, though the general public did net 
understand its significance till two weeks thence. It was at this |dace 
that the Working Committee of the Congress had held its sittings a little 
Ofver a week back ; Gandbiji was still there in residence at the Swaraj 
Ashram having advised and guided the deliberations of that meeting of 
the Congress Executive. The statement of the six members doubted the 
wisdom of setting up a precedent of contested elections for the position of 
the President of the Indian National Congress. “Bo far as we know 
hitherto the presidential elections have been unanimous,'* said the 
signatories to the statement ; they would have preferred to wait “for 
greater consolidation of tlio Congress ranks, greater toleration and greater 
respect for one another's opinions before making the Congress presidential 
election a matter of contest’*. The crux of their argument, however, lay 
in the following words : 

“ Wc hold Btronn; views about Ihc fortheoming election.” 

“ When ho (Maiiuiiin Al)nl Knliiin A^nd) had firinlly decided to withdraw 

he had ndvocntc<l Dr. rattnbhi’fl election in consultation wilh certain of us. This 
decision was taken with much deliberation.” 

“Wc feel it is a soumi jwlicy lo ndJicre to the rule of not xe-olocting the 
same President except under very c>a*c)aioiial circurastances.^’ 

*‘In the statement Mr. Hubhas Hose has mcntioneil his oi>|>03ition to Federa- 
tion. Tills is shared by all the members of the Working Committee. He 

has also mentioned idwlogics, iKilicics and programmes. All this, we feel, is not 
relevant to the consideration in the choice of the Congress rrcsklent.”.. 

“The Congress policy and programmes are not determined hy successivo 
Prcsidcnis. If it wore so the coimtilntioii w^onld not limit the oflice to one year. 
The polh'y and programme of the Congress when they are not determined by the 
Congress itself are dcterniincd by the >V'orking Committee, The position oi the 
PrcHidcnt is that of a Chnirmun. More than this, tlic rresident reprbehts and 
aymboliscs, as under coiistitiitioiial xnonon'hy, the unity and solidmty of the 
nation.” 

“Any controveray over the election oven on the score of policies and progra- 
mmes is, therefore, tc be deprecated.” ■ 

This statement of tho six Congress loaders startled public out of . 
indifference. A groat rosoniment seized tho public mind that an attempt at 
p tt I hi* dictation, to dictate, the free choice of the delegates, should 
J'ftvo boen puUidy made. Wiey . did 
that Gandhip was involved m tho, matter ; they imssad . 
the significance of the words appearing in a. statement issuod by Dr. Patta- 
bbi Bitaramayya on tho 26th of January which might be regarded ail his 
Election Mauifosto. Those words dcsorvo quotation : . 
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. "Wbin tite ltoilniK.luid itilirintni, when dim n ijm i w d didn on 
dHtlMM'M ponlMMMn «nd otiW*« tiaA (if a wuciyiMf jwtr*aMk (Hhn ittlkt m 

fww w w ■•.■Whim I, took hid mipa to bdim 

dwt m m iltotaiflyi to' thi iCwlmi’i cmdiditare mine would oommmd itieU to 
iBiK||^jiriiiy ow eig^ ig ^ Woa^g Comndtt«e.........I fdt B17 nom tni don m 1 

TIob itx Imden’ 6iatemeiife> however, started a oontroveriy which held 
die field for almost six months. Leaders in the Oongress, leaders of pnhiio 
life, took sides on one or other side of the (xmtroversy. 
_ Many of diem 'can be quoted. But considerations of 
space com^ us to economise in this . respect The 
Statement of ftri Subbas Ohandra Basu in reidy to that of the six leaders' 
dhrifies omtain of the issues raised in the latter. It was made cm the 
26th. January i 

**111 aa deotion contest betwetn two members of the 
one would not ex|^ dm othm members to take sides in 1 
beesnse that woora ctmoosly not be fair.” 

‘Binoa the adoption of the new oonedtution of dm Congm 


SahiiH MWs 
Csolas^latMM 


WorUag 
a ocganu 


, Oimmittae 
ised msaaer. 


in 


__ _ ^ ^ 1®84 tito 

Wcddjg dmm^ttee" Is beiM hominatad, theoretically at least, "by the President 

...the ttwition of the nesident today is no longm andogous to that of the 

(bdman « a meeting. Tte President is like a Prune Mimster or BMridsnt of 
the tJdted States of America who aomhiates his own Oabinet” 

But the most important of the oritioisms of tire six leaders’ stateoumt, 
Swve i‘beii;i mid the most damaging to the r^tatioa of die maker of 
agdfeit HUnaata these oritimsms aS' a respcmsible puhtie man spedally 
in • nufaUo ocmtroversy of such far-reaching oonsequemes to individods 
as wen as to the cotoda^, were the ftdlowiig : 

“It is widdy bdiered that then is prospect of a compromise on the Ibderal 
Scheme between urn I^t Wtog of the Oangten and the Bntfadi derercmaat dntiag 
the eeeataig year,” 

This idiaige, for a chaxie it was, was nqieated on die 27di January's 
sisleiteat in a m«e poddre manner : 

*Csa enj body chetiBBge die ft^ that a belief ie widdy heM dmt daring tim 
eeu^ yemra coamemniee vdU be wsMd between the Britieh Qbmnment and 
diesmt W^l^ m urn Oenccm t Ime imprandoe may be enoneoua but it ie 
then mi the mm and nobody can deny ite asktence. hiet only that It ie geaer> 
any bSiieved that a pmqi^n Set of li^etets tor the fbdecH OiMaet has ' 
atnedy drawn up.” ‘ 


Belt we 
ssade inm 

BMSie .behtai 

. liiji tiiinpiniiiiL 


On the Sfifh of January Sardmr YaQaThhai Patel 
a oomuter-aMement to diat issued by fid Sidihas 
Chandra Baiu on die same date from Calcutta. Bs 
said duA spsaking pmwonidly he fdt that in the eieotims 
iassB, to quote ^ own winds, **&# mattar is ni^ane 
ef pmsotsser |«uM^ples and not ^ lefdats or rightists, 
^^•sle cmiddeMidoa is wfmt is in m best IntetsSts oi ths oouiAry." And 
dMfbBbu^aboStodthaton eairtMB ^ys in the seotmd and third webke 
of die dmMdi el Janaary udwn toe Working Oemmittee oidieGoiigreBi 
wto hhUmig ds ddhiild 'll Basfit^ 



■NiInVI) 


uim dir itoiiB rount 


ilMmiiBii of Swdw B«lbivbl»t% fatflMiail n!W« ft w Hw i vUoh 
im late rdHoeted in the dblegntM’ voting in tiw y milm i B ri abotton. Ban 
vr» abonld gnaonfc to jin niadaaa • npaaentaMva aspna- 
■ion of pnblio foaling aono ftem Ppndit ^owmnlal 
Bahrainhia a bte maw t amdolcwk iUnun on iba S7th 
JanouT, from the friaiat of tin Emhum Hilla, Aon 
and bafOBd the dwt and noiaa<rf iinfiirnvatey. Bo ngwtted »at the 
Pfeoddan^ Bbathm aontrovany *’had taken an nntoctaaaita tom and vnong 
iaanaa had baan raised.” 


"Than is no gnaation of (xmfliet over federation in this alaation." 

"Petaoni^y, I do not see- what ytindo^ oe piogrammaa am at 
ataha in thia daetim. I do not want it to be aaid at the end of tin aesiaat 
t^t a pattionlar pcogranuna had been nfeoted whm in fact it waa not 
iniaana.” 


With regard to the position uid fenetion of tiie Araaident of the 
OongraoSi Pimdfr Jawdiarfrd Nehrn add that it was true that the Oongraaa 
itaelfor tl^ AU'India Oongraaa Oommittee "nltimataly” laid down tiie 
poUey. Bnt 

"Tha Fnsident can, howeror. make a dUbtenea ia the eanying out of the 
poUey, and the Oongreas Freaident is not, in my odnion, menly a Spodcer.” 

With qnotihg another opinion on this partietdar matter — the position 
Tialrt^ flaaiwlttM*i and fnnotion of the President — given on the SSthiumary 

CanaMtei l ee by Hr. Bafi Ahmed Eidwai, Hinieter for Bevenae in 
tiie Omigtees Hiniatiry of the United Provinces, we shall bave the 
pre-deotion aontrovetey. 


/ "Serdei Fatd contends ihat it is the Workuig Committee wUdi guidei tiie 
astivities of the Oongiws end the President ie n mere toirehesd, bnr he con* 
venientiy lorgete tiiat the WorUng Oommittee is the crestion of the Preeident ; its 
onapotition depends on his wilL It «m weskness on the part of both Mr. 
Jewuarisl Meinu and Mr. Sabhas Oiandra Boae to nominate Workiim Committees 
ahMi ware <m>aaed to their pditics, and tiie situation ws find ourselves in today 
is the result of tide weakness.” 


The mind of the paUio, of the delegates whose votes would elect the 
i^reeident of the Oongreas, was thus i^i^jiared by these statements sad 
„ ... . counter-statements for the contest as between Dr. 

•**‘'"** Pattabhi Sitaramayya and Sri Sabhas Chandra Basn. 

giMait Oa the 29th of Jannery, these ddegates met in. the 

different piovinoes, Congtm provinces, m the provinoes 
noewdiag to the Congress geography based on liagoistie considerations, 
and recorded thdr votes. The result of the dection recorded the victory 
of Ibl Snbbas Chandra Basn. The figures given below r^pwsent the votes 
Moored by tiie two candidates : 


Bnntin 
Utiml (Orisid 
Tamil Mndo 
Onin* 
ThePwild) 
VHliedilia 


Dr. Fattabhi Sitaramayya 


Sri Snbbas OfaahdtaBasa 
8 


99 

id 

102 

110 

100 

8 

86 

188 

21 

U 

79 

ioi 

18 

80 
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Andhra 

181 

38 

United Flovinoes 

185 

369 

Delhi 

6 

10 

Bihar 

197 

70 

Maharashtra 

86 

77 

Assam 

33 

84 

Bombay « 

14 

13 

Qind 

31 

18 

Nagpur 

17 

13 

Ajmer 

6 

30 

EAmatak 

41 

106 

Mahakoshal 

68 

67 

North Wedt- 



Frontier Province 

.33 

18 

Total 

l',375 

1.680 


Gandhijrt 
part In 
the Bleetion 


Bri Subhas Chandra Basu won the election by a majority of 205 votes. 

The declaration of the election result ought to have settled the 
controversy. It did not. The flood-gates were opened wider. On the 
8 1st of January, two days after the election and its 
results became known, Qandhiji issued a statement fri>m 
Bardoli giving his reaction to the contest, to the defeat of 
Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya. He declared : **the defeat 
is more mine than his’* ; the public was for the first 
time told that “from the very beginning” Qandhiji had been “decidedly” 
against the re-election of Sri Subhas Chandra Basu for “reasons” 
which he thought unnecessary to go into. He did “not subscribe 
to his (Subhas Babu's) facts or the arguments in his manifestoes” ; he 
thought Subhas Babu’s “references to his colleagues were unjustified and 
unworthy.” The result of the election had made plain to him that “the 
delegates do not approve of the principles and policy for which” he stood. 
He suggested that now that Subhas Babu was President not “on the suffer- 
ance of those whom he calls Bightists” , President elected on a contested 
election, it was up to the latter “to choose his homogeneous Cabinet and 
enforce his programme without let and hindrance.” But the cruellest 
blow came in the words, cruel because they came from Qandhiji : “After 
all Subhas Babu is not an enemy of his country.” In this statement 
Qandhiji indicated the policy which the section of Congressmen defeated in 
the election was likely to follow or ought to follow. They may not 
“obstruct” on any account the policy and programme that the new Ptesident 
might suggei^ or follow. 

Prof. Eripalani in interview with the Associated Press on the Ist of 
February as also Babu Bajendra PraEMMi on the 2nd February indicated 
«Blf httsts** same polioy» the policy of neutrality if the . phrase can 

my am ebstrnet be used in that context.. The former said : “Those who 
looked to Qandhiji for guidance will never put any obsta- 
dee in the path of the new Cabinet.” The latter said : 


tke PreilAeiit 


^..I can say this that we shall not do anything to embarass any body modi 
less Subhas Babu, The Tripuri Oongress will lay down the mogramme lor the 
ooming year and it will be lor tiw President tb sdeet any Working Committee 
that he considers best after the Oongtess has laid down itp programme. Till then 



-ms *99 ] INDIA IN HOME POLITY 47 

I io not think there is r»ny idea of reeignin^^ from the Working Oommitteei It is 
obvious that we cannot do anything obstructive. Our eiTorts will bo helpful.** 

Gandhiji’s statemont came as a bomb-shell on the public. During the 
eldctiony the pre-election controversy, Sarder Patel had told the country 
Gandhlii*s matter is not one of i^rsonsdr principles and not 

Statenant of leftists or rightists Pandit Jawaharlol Nehru told 
the country : **rer8onailill I do not soo what principles 
pnoiie , programmes are at - stake in this election.'* But 

Gandhi ji in his statement said tliat the result of the election bad shown 
that the delegates did not approve of the principles and the policy, the 
ideal and the methods to reach it, for which ho stood. Those statements 
the mass of Congressmen, the genoral public which though not Congress- 
men, were Congress-minded, failed to reconcile. They, these unattached 
Congress-minded poople, the mon and women who were the core of the 
real strength of the national organisation, who belonged to no specifio 
political pa*i^ty but wore the real power behind the movement for the asser- 
tion of national self-respect and for the capture of political power as its 
symbol and instrument — the statements that followed the declaration of the 
election result made those men and women confused in thought and uncer- 
tain in action. They sensed that there was much more behind the state- 
ments ; they were tempted to believe that the clash not being due to any 
difference in principle or policy, must be due to a clash of temperaments 
and personalities, and that these would be soon resolved under the healing 
powers of non-violence in thought and at^tion that Gandhiji has been 
teaching the country for more than twenty years. 


But this belief proved unsubstantial, and this hope remained unfulfilled, 
though the re-elected President tried to throw oil on the troubled waters. 

No violent break ^ statement made on the Srd of February he expressed 
with the paat, grief that Gandhiji should have taken the result of the 
election “as a personal defeat ;** he declared that it 
Frealdent would “always** be his aim and object to win the confi- 
dence of Gandhiji ; and as he emphasised this point : “it will be a tragic 
thing for me if I succeed in winning the confidence of other people but fail 
to win the confidence of India’s greatest man.** He also recognised that 
a certain amount of apprehension had been created in ther public mind as to 
the policy men like him and people like those whose votes had won him 
the election were likely to follow. He tried to sot these apprehensions at 
rest with the following assurance : 

me make it quite clear that there would be no violent break with the 
past in the parliamentary or in the extra-parliamentary sphere. So for as the pu- 
liamcntory programme is concerned, wo shall only try to implement our election 
pledges and our parliamentary programme with greater speed than in the past 
In the extra-parliamentary sphere wc shall endeavour to rally all our strength and 
resources for combating federation and for pushing on towards Puma SwarajJ* 

This did not satisfy the section of Congressmen who had supported * 
Dr. Fattabhi Sitaramayya who was Gandhiji’s candidate as it became 
public on the Slst of January as soon as Gandhiji’s own 
statement appeared in the Press. It also became apparent 
^sntty * that some method would have to be found out to settle 
^ the matter, to restore the pmition as it had obtained before 

this unfortunate oontaroversy started. An indication pf this attempt was to 



0 fHB ntaiAN AHimAt ttniffitSB t nnxut ^ 

I 0 fomi ill aaiti^i cl m Itifeirmil bf BuHdBl Hdbra on iho find of 
iM^fClAiir. te iht iliilcttli of Ehnli-Kiketon, fiabindro Nath Vagota'a abode 
d fliMWf the i#t cl ^ Vi9wa ShartUi^ the nuclettc of tiie Inteniationai 
tlfMtliC^tir^ Here jPondit lawahailal and Sabfaas Babn tHet to disouM the 
cl l^he dongrece cleotion oontect It was hoped that in the 
itsMVhine 6t this bennitagSi in the presence of our poet of harmony and 
nildaralatidiilg, a method would be evdred for bringing about peace in the 
Oohi^ worn. It was from this place that Pundit Jawaharlal indicated 
the j^slbilitles of the situation. A yariety of causes might influence an 
eUKnion ; even in the case of a contested election the issues were or might 
not be dear. It was at the session of the Congress that definite issues 
hid to be faced and voted upon ; it was at the session of the Cohgress 
ihat a final decision for the ensuing year had to be taken^ And, 

*Ii may happen, as it has happened in the past, that the same dentors, i. e., 
the ddeiimtos to the Congress, may d^e expression to somewhat oontrodietory poli- 
cks in eieoting the President and later on in the open session of the Oonaress. The 
dCctsd President certainly may be said to represent the general will ol uio elector* 
de, bat if that doctorate decided differently on 8i)ecific issues, the latter decision 
prevails.’* 


This theoretical disoussion pointed out to a development at the annual 
aesaion of the Indian National Congress at Tripuri which would help to recon- 
^ cile both the points of view that had emerged! out of the 

prosideutial election. It was hoped that the ground for 
aasiin rV"* “* a reoonoiliation would be prepared at the interview 
between Gandhiji and Sri Subhas Chandra Basu that 
took place on the ISth of February at the Ashram at Shegaon. The Press 
pubiishsd the news that for three hours, “in an atmosphere of extreme 
cordiality’' to quote the words used in the statement issued by Subhas 
Babu “with Oandhiji's approval,” there was discussion between the two 
Oougress leaders, and that though no “fin^l decisions” were arrived at, 
“eertain tentative conolusions” were reached. The Press also published 
the news that Subhas Babu emerged “cheerfully from Oandhiji’s hut that 
Gandhiji “also looked ohoerful,” It was also announoed at the same time 
^at the Working Committee would meet at Wardha on the 22nd 
^bruary, and that Gandhiji had postponed his departure for Bardoli and 
Whuld be present at the meeting. A correspondent broadcasted the 
news that ^*ktr. Bose is complotcfly satisfied with the solution and the 
eonversations that oven if he be unable to take “the Gandhian members” 
of the Working Committee with him, ho will be entering his second year 
of Presidentship with the blessings of Gandhiji”. 


These were wishful thinking, a lengthening out of the unoortainty, as 
Twilve MmllhVB latter developments proved. On the 20th. February it 
iesids t» rseigo became clear that the old members of the Working 
Committee, the members who had in an organised manner supported Dr. 
Pattabhi Sitaramayya during the dection, would resign in a body. A 
omtespohdeiit froni Wardha qupted one of them on the 21st of February 
asiayihg,: 


......uiQiio who cldm te be radical and advanced in ouUeok and view should 

tabs iSBpM^bUUy and not SKerely , eon tent themselves with (*riticising us for our 
ids of omisstoits i*miniis^ This aflklrB had ^ tolerated long enough 

ial new tibid the T^eftists they diould bo given a fm hand in run- 

ni^ ttis Oengmss,’^ 
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, Al ttdi tioM Sri SabhM Ohstrizii JSftiii WM Mrioitdy ill ife Oateutta, and 
ooblfl Mki thmicm, attend the meetiiig of the Worldiig Oommittee at War- 
dha» and have the oppQrtntuty of meetiiig hie ooUeaguea. 
It beoame aj^^aretit by this time that the ^ atmoaphm of 
extreme oordiality’* matitted ^ the Prem a week eadUer, 
the eheerfol look of Oandhtji and BaUias Baba on 
the ISth February were smoke soreene thplkldd extreme disagreement. The 
publio was misled into thinkiiig that as a molt of Oandhi-Basn talks there 
was a likelihood of peaoe in the Congress household which sinoe 1930 the 
pablio have learnt to regard as the Gandhi household. Therefore, the resig- 
nation of twelve membm of the Working Committee in a body, follow^ 
by Aat of Pundit Nehru, came as an unpleasant surprise^ In iheir letter, 
b^eyed to have been drafted by Gandhiji, dated February 23, ttoulana 
Abul^Ehlam Asad and eleven others informed the President of their decision 
to rei^n, and gave as their reason for it the following : 


*^We led that the time has come when the country shonld have a clesr-ont 
policy not based on compromise between different incompatible groups of the Con- 
grim. It is but tight, therefore, that ^you should seleot a bomogeneoui Cabinet, 
representing the views of the majority.** 


Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru prefaced his resignation with a covering letter, 
with a statement. It became known that he had tried his best to bring about 
peaoe ; it became known that be bad pressed Sri. Subbas 
l!r ?tf !Saw Chandra Baau to withdraw the charges made by him in 
shsiiss pre-election statements with regard to **BightiBt8" 

compromising with the British Government on the ques- 
tion of Federation. And as this was not forthcoming, that fact must havei^u- 
enoed Pundit Jawaharlal and the 12 members of the Working Committee to 
Buboit their resignation, and Gandhiji to approve of it. It also became known 
at this time that Pundit Nehru had been oppofted to the re-election of Subbas 
Babu because that would stand in the way. of presenting **a united and deter- 
mined tent*' to political opponents, to the ''external" authority that holds 
sway over the country. These resignations left Sri Subbas Chandra Basu and 
Sri Sarat Chandra Bap as the only members of the Working Committee — 
praotioally the Committee ceased to be — and the President waS left to face 
the annual session of the Congress at Tripuri with his own programme 
and policy deprived of the advice and co-operation of *he group which under 
Gandhiji's lead had been guiding the organisation for about ten years at a 
stretch. 


This development, this resignation of twelve members, gave the publio 
for the first time the idea that the election contest had expose deeper 
HUsfity el differences in the inner council of the Congress than they 
drijjj^ get jjirere aware of. Even many of the driegates, among whom 

were men and women who were not Leftists but had voted 
for Subbas Babu, were sharply recalled to the fact that by their votes.they 
had unwittingly hastened a crisis in the national leadership. The nujori^ 
of the supporters of Sri Bubhas Chandra Basu in the election contest 
consisted of members of the Congress Socialist Party, of the Oongms 
Badleal Party, of the Communists, and of other dis(^tented el e ments ; they 
Imdreidly voted against the dictation of the Pat^ Emupas brdadoait jn 
the 6 ICembsKs* Statement of January 24 ; and now they realised that they 
7 
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faftd touched deeper springii of ftoiioni that by their yotee they had really 
challex?^ed the Qandhian leadership. Oandhiji’s statement of January 81 
made it clear ; the failure of t^c Gandhi-Basu talk emphasised it ; the 
resignation of the 18 members demonstrated it before all the worlu. This 
demonstration appeared to have demoralised the majority of the delegates 
who had taken part in the Congress election, and by their votes had defeat- 
ed Dr. Pattabhi. The statement issued by member of the Editorial Board 
of the NaJtidnal Front weekly, an organ of a section of Leftist opinion, in 
wfaipb they spoke of a “deliberate side-tracking of the whole issue from the 
political to a personal and moral plane'* by the resigning members and by 
Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru — ^this statement offered evidence of the demorali- 
sation that had set in in their ranks. In this statement they stressed the need 
for unity, unity on their own terms. Sardar Patel and his colleagues were 
also not against unity in the national ranks. But they wanted it on their 
own terms. And between these two claims, the public were called upon 
to decide on one or the other, which will be represented in the leadership 
of the ensuing session of the Congress. Bardar Patel and his colleagues 
asked the President to “select a homogeneous Cabinet representing the 
views of the majority." This challenge of theirs exposed the thin ties 
that had held the different groups that for once had combined for a pitched 
battle only, but were not capable of maintaining unity and sustaining a 
long war. Events at Tripuri about three weeks later pro red this, though 
the National Executive of the All-India Congress Socialist Party had 
spoken bravely of their share of the business : 


* in view of the Party’s share of responsibility in the issue of the 

Presidential Election and of Its adherence to democratic principles, it cannot free 
itself from the respousibility that may be consequent upon the contest except when 
it may have to be answerable for the policies with which it may not be in 
agreement.” 


The 22nd of February made manifest to tne people that the contest 
for the election of the President of the Tripuri session of the Congress had 
I . openea a campaign that would reach its culmination in 
Bss^iSm do sittings of the Congress on the banks of the Nerbuda. 
ydh want T understood then that the upholders of Oandhiam 

leadership wanted “a clear-cut policy . not based on 
compromise between different incompatible group3"r-thi8 policy to be 
carried on by “a homogeneous Cabinet" to be sdected by Gandhiji, whoever 
might be .th3 President. In the days immediately following the 
Pr^idential Election, leaders of the Bightist group had assured the puWo 
that no “obstacles" would be put in the path of the .o-eleoted President, 
that nothing ^ould be done |ihat would “embarass" him. But before the 
month was dlt, on the 26th of February, a Madras daily was found to 
explain the new taotios in the following terms : 

^ ss serious dedbta have been ndc 

of Um jj^ueial body of Ctegressmen. it is t 
in plenary Jession at >Inpuri should I: 
declaring whether they ^^e oonftdance is 
comes to that— or in iur. ^SoseV lithe 
of inviting a straight vote on faeition 
Oommlttss must tshe it upon tSes^vi 
liist Ihgy owe to tho ooimtry,r: > 


led as to what might be the real attitude 
nsential that the delegates assembled 
tave an opportunity of unambiguoualy 
i OandhijiY leadership— for, idly, it 
President wiH not take the lesponsmbity 
, the memberi of the dd WorUd 
Bi to seou:6 such a verdiei. Tkip |j| yn 
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This quotation indicate that the leaden ot the Bightiat gionp had 
distded to offer a new battle at Tripnri. Item then on it was all a ci^ lor 
> . the gathering of all the elans. And the Indian pablie 

was kept at a high pitch of excitement and irritation by 
nuiloi the organisation of the forces and resources of the opposing 

groups. It was not an edifying sight. And the general 
body of Oongress people, the goneral bo^f of Oongress-mind^ people, were 
scandalised by the unseemly display of umjkaritableness and *'Beotarianism” 
to use the word of Pundit Jawaharlal Nehrii, specially as it was in CTidence 
in defence of the principles and policies for which Oandhijit the propagator 
of the idea of non-violence, stood. Things were done and things were said 
at: Tripuri that showed that the majority of us in Infia have gained little 
by our association with the attempt that Gandhiji has been making 
to cleanse by. his inner peace the distempers of Indian society ; these 
showed that we were no better, no worse than the generality of men and 
women who, engaged in political competitions, made occasional use of 
high-sounding words about moralities and charities. It is not necessary nor 
possible to take note of every act done br of every word uttered at Tripuri 
to gain the impression and convicitibn that in politics in India, as in other 
countries, there was no room for charity or sweet reasonableness. The 
resolution that was passed at Tripuri re-iterating confidence in the old 
leadership of the Oongress may be looked at from different points ot view. 
It may be regarded as the majority of delegates unsaying in the second 
week of March what they had said at the end of January, proving once 
more that democracy as it was generally ' understood Imew not its own 
mind, was fickle. It may be regard^ as the majority getting afraid of the 
responsibility which they had unknowingly voted to take up, realising 
in course of about six weeks or having the realisation driven into their 
that vrithout Gandhiji's leadership they could not move. It may be that 
the resolution imposed a duty on Gandhiji without getting his consent 
or approval. 


Such a doubt 

Did Gandhiji know 
of the Pant 
resolution? 


was expressed at the meeting of tho Subjects Oommittee 
in course of the debate on the resolution that was 
moved by Pandit Govinda Ballav Pant, Premier of the 
United Provinces. Sri Chakravarti' Bajagopalachari, 
Premier of Madras, who seconded the resolution, met this objection in the 
following words : 

*^Some one hod suggested that Gandhiji would not approve of this resolution. 
I agree that he does not want this resolution. But we want to reiterate his 
policy and programme. It is we who want, and do actually stand for. the 
principles and policy for which he stands. We accept his leadership. It is only 
th en we who can really interpret this resolution.” 

This assumption of authority to speak as the authentic voice ot the 
Gandhi School of Politics precipitated a controversy that gained in Utter* 
^ ness as days passed. The Press inflamed the sitution 

speculations. When the discussion on the xesoln- 
tion was going on in the Subjects Oommittee a news 
appeared that through telephonic communication the approval of Gandhiji 
had been seonred for it. But we find Gandhiji writing to Sri l^bhas 
Chandra Basu from Birla House, New Delhi, in a letter dated Snd nA April, 
the following < 



tt tBisnnsiJt AimoALi^ 

^ Piiliait M pMmA, 1 im oa nf b«i. IfaitliiinidM 

lAo hi|s^«a to be ft Bi}kDt day doe momiiig m tbe SttMiee that 

ttee waa to a reaotattoa eipMaiiig cqafidenoe la the m horaaa. 1 had not 
tfo, teid beam tne. 1 aaid It wonld be good ao far aa It irent» for, 1 hi^ be^ 
fnd it Begaoa that yout deotion Waa not so mneh oonfidenoe in yon ii oenanre 
of ^ old homa eapedally the fiterdar. After thia I saw the actual teat only In 
Allahabad when 1 went to aee the ItouUna Bahd>.** 

Again fiajkot Gaiidhiji wrote on the 10th April on hie 

reaction to the Pant resolution : 

**Pandit Pant’s resolution T cannot Interpret. The more I study it, the more 
I mike it* The framers meant weU. But it does not answer the present 
diffloulty*..! cannot will not, impose a Cabinet on you, nor can 1 guarantee 
apptow by the A. 1. C« 0. ot your Cabinet and policy.*' 


. The public oame to know of these on the 14th of May when the whole 
of the Gandhi*Ba8u oorrespondenoe appeared in the Prees. Thus for two 
months, in the absence of this knowledge, the mind of the 
?in?iBt*riisdffon kept divided, and Gandhiji’s name was 

dragged into the controversy as a partisan. The Pant 
resolution was passed . by delegates who did not know or did not 
understand the implications of the iseues raised in it ; it imposed on 
Gandhiji a duty which he refused to accept and discharge ; the more 
he studied it the more he disliked it, he told the world. The observer of 
the Indian scene of those days could not think of a greater condemnation 
of the resolution than was implied in these words. 


This controversy continued for more than three months, and ifad its end 
in the resignation of Sri Subhas Chandra Basu of his position as President 
j Congress. Prom a study of all the published facts 

to nay^IoglMl cooi>®cted with the matter, we find it difficult to under- 
Ineon^tlbility stand why t should have culminated in this. We have yet 
to know that Sri Subhas Chandra Basu while President 
of the Working Committee ever went beyond the limits as a member of the 
Committee, ever failed to co-operate with his fellow-members. The general 
impression rather was that he was rather passive in the affairs of the Com- 
mittee. In a statement of Subhas Babu’s issued on the 3rd of March, a 
letter of Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru's was quoted which supported the im- 
j^ession. Therein Panditji complained that as Presidenjb Subhas Babu’s 
attitude was entirely a passive one." To quote further : "In fact you 
have functioned more as a Speaker than as a directing President." If 
.this be the fact that as President of the Working Committee Subhas Babu 
did not inconveniently assert himself or try to impose his ideas and 
ideals, policies and programmes, on the other members of the Committee 
or on Gandlmi, that during the year of his office he "passively" gave effect 
to the progrmme and policy of the Oonunittee sanctioned as these ware by 
Gandhiji, .we fail to understand, the public has failed to understand and 
to itoelf why the President-makers of the Indian National Congress 
■hovdd have come tg the oondusion tiiat the re-election of Sri Subhas 
Chandra Basu was ^^unnecessary", was "harmful to the cause of the coun- 
try", as Sardar ^aUaybhu Patel had phrased the cause of thrir exposition. 
There must have beih cth^ #usee which had no reUtion to principles and 
poBcies but oouU be ex^Udf^ reference to psyoholcgieal incompa- 

tibiiity. As we write wellpX ofUm felt that the controversy wouM have 
he^ robbed of bitterness, would not have been as prolaiiged, if these. 



-lim w] nmu IK soils mnr m 

Bi| | balag l «»l AHifliali bed been owned vf ; jnibUo lile in bdin would nol 
fapi liMn M iepiiid M it hoe bean ainoe tibixd week of Jonuory, 1989. 

; ^o oon undontoad and ex^n the position of the "Bi^Usta” to SaUuw 
Bnhn onily if wo go boob to the days' of the first revolt against .Gandhiaa 
V. lu. leadwship which was organised by OMttaraniMi 
’ Satilal Nehru and Yitbalbhai Patel, and trace tnarefrom 

Mi-f*— mmiin** the peyehoio^cal oppoli^n. that the organisers of that 
revcit and their snccesdrai have ■ been entertaining to the 
ideas and praotices for which Gandhiji stood. Sri Snhhas Chandra Basu’s 
book entitled Tht Indian Struggle, published in 1985, gave full 

and fitank ei^iression to the ideological and practical difforenoes that he person- 
ally and in a representative capacity had with Gandhiji. The. hpok was 
pot under ban by the British biureaucracy which was lifted after the Con- 
gress Ministries.had been in office for about a year. The Congress l^nistoy 
of the United Provmoes, we think, took the initiative in influencing the 
withdrawal of this ban, and the book became avulaUe in India in the 
lattw months of 1988. To the supporters of the Gandhi School of 
Politics the bo(flc eould not have btien i^sasant reading. The book ean 
expbdn tite reasons for the "fundamental differences’* betwem tibe old 
leadership said to be reposented by Bardar Patel and others and the new 
that M Subhas Chandra Basn was supposed to represent. It was not 
any partiioi^ deed done or word uttei^ during the time toat BnUme 
Baba bad been Prerident of toe Congress Working CkHnmittee t^ could 
ezphdn and jnsrify. the stiff attitude (A Gandhiji uut his foUowws, near and 
far, maintained in face of toe eagw and persbtent attempts of Sri Subhas 
Chandra Basu to heal up the wounds mutually inflicted during the preriden- 
tial eleorion controvwsy. 1%e ccaiespondence puldishod in the Pnss on 
Hay 14, 1989, after his xerigiatioo, bears unmistakable evidence of his 
i^riV of accommodation, of his eagerness to propitiate and reconcile. This 
eagerness failed to win confidence, because the book stood in toe way. 
Subhas Baba’s charges against compromise in the matter of FedsTation 
atrengthmied the prejudice created by the book. As Pundit Jawabatiai 
Ntoru put it : 

"In effect them ebnges might he consida«d to be miide against OandUfl 
Umeeff, as he has been die guide and mentor of the Working Committee. Thili 
peychologieid and perioiud aqieet inevitoUy overtoedoved erec ^dod iatuea,...*’ 


We have devoted eo euoh space to this sorry affair becanse the eontio- 
Terey raised by it bas disrupted toe "united front” of Congress-minded mm 
and women m tbe country. We have traced the barit- 
ground of toe evente in socae detail so tfaatpttolip dieguto 
with toeee ai^t be understood. We have still tbs fading 
that Ttq^ wodd not have tegidered the fdl in pi^ieal 
morality toai it ff GaadHji had riot madartaken the "wonder” joutia^ 
to Be]kd called toereto .1^ a tight that came not frmn any eakmiation of m 
human un^ntimdi^. He wont there becanse he could not help going; Im 
imdartodt the jeamey beoauee, to use his amn words, "iMagob^tome 
as God is taking asstiaete." Hsldtacdi, aid be reepmded to it. ISto 
i^rit cd toe journey was expressed to toe w<nds : “Why sa I gitoig. 
whither am 1 gotog ? What tnr? I have thought notobg; about toeea 
tfatogi ; i»d a God geddes me, «hat should I tittoJt, vtoy dwodd I 
tthtor Whan Gasi^ toaitad for fiajkot on tha Sflto fttnarp 



B4 

pec^ treated it fti ft ppHticd mifsion of U porpoee and eon8eqiienoe» 
oonoemed with a emidl Btate^ with a population not more than 76,000, in 
whioh hie father had been Dewan ; whose ruler, the father of the present 
Thakore Baheb, had been Oandbiji’s friend* It was felt that it was natural for 
Gandhiji to fed interest in the lib and work of the people of this BUte for 
the sake of this old rdationship. People did not know that Gandhiji was 
acting under the influence of a mystic power that human understanding could 
not comprehend; and they did not anticipate that developments in this 
State would centre on it the attention of the civilised world, that driven 
by a ‘^continuing agony" caused by the unhappy devdopments in the 
Indian States, partiodarly in this Indian State, he would be undertaking 
a fast unto death to recall the son of his friend to the sanctity of the 
pigged word. " 

Other ideas and beliefs were involved in this question. Bajkot, a small 
State in Kathiawar, was to Gandhiji a symbol of the naore than six hundred 
• States in India, of the “Indian lndia“, of the ways of life 
and thought that were or ought to he unaffected by alien 
PelilMaas habits. These carry in them historic memories, maintain 
traditions that recall the times beyond memory, reminiscent 
of India, free and great. These States are like islands in the bosom of 
British ibidia whioh is increasingly being remade in the pattern of thei 
West. As remnants of that India the older generation ol politicians had a 
love for these, and in Indo*British political activities mi^e it a car^nal 
principle of their policy to non-interfere themselves in the intemai affairs of 
States, to oppose ai^ protest against the interference of the representatives 
of the “external autnority" with their internal administration. Instances of 
such interference during the last seventy years — ^Baroda, Kashmir, Bhopal, 
Nabha, to name only a few-balled forth protest and condemnation from 
the politicians and publicists of British India. 


Since those days the rulers of these States have been made into new 
men through the Baj Kumar Colleges under British teachers and instruot- 
ors ; their Indian-ness is being chiselled out of them ; and 
flswltlaa many of them, like their contemporaries in British 
ef Prinees India, feel and find themselves more at home in 
London and Paris than in Simla and Delhi. In their 
intellectual interests, in their, pleasures and luxuries, they imitate 
the foreigner, and spend on these the revenues of their States more 
out of their States than inside the country. The educated Indian, whether 
prince or commoner, has thus developed certain common charaoteristios that 
are not racy of the soil ; he can be said from certain . points of view to be en- 
riching by the Imbits of his life and thought foreign countries and foreign peo- 
ples. With the growth and intensification of national feeling in the country 
this criticism has em^ed more prominently into view ; the democratic ideid 
seeldng fulfilment in every-day halrits of life, in social and economic institu- 
tions, has thrown into bdider rriief the disparity between the life of the classes 
and the Bcasses. These disparities cannot be accepted to-day as in the natural 
order el tUngs ; world devdopments challenge the reason and' equity of their 
existence. Ihdia, one of the undents of the world, cannot expect, will not 
be allowed to expect, diet tlm si^ vrill leave her untouched, 

liis spirit has the of invading even the household of 

the prinoe\ invading the innermost sanctuary of the mind of the prince and 
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him dxieomforfcaUe 1 x 1 the midst of his cushioned U!e o! wealth and 
luxqry. In the old social system this disparity between the life of the dasses 
ai^ the masses was accepted as one of the fruits of karma, of ktsmet, 
of fhte; men and women were taught to reconcile themselves to it as a 
decree of Providence which was for the good, the ultimate good, the spiri- 
tual good of all. The rdigious systems of the world buttress^ this teaching. 
But the modem man and woman have presented with anotW view, 
another world view, another view of the schftce of things. They have hem 
invited to repudiate the old scheme, to take it up entire and break it into pieces 
and with the renmants thereof build a new world of equal opportunities and 
equal satisfactions, of the equal realisation of the promises of the human per- 
sonality. In the raxik of these rebels, believers and agnostioB are to be found; 
believers and agnostics have been increasingly realising that man has not 
been able to make a success of the opportunities that Nature and Nature's 
God have plac^ in their hands. And to the question — ^''What man has 
made of man '* ? they find it difiScult to give a satisfactory reply. 


It is in the baCiX-ground of these ideas, of these changes, mental and 
and social, brought about by British m^^thods of administration and 
enlightenment, of vast economic developments, that the 
* uprising of the mass mind in the Indian States has to he 

set of people studied and understood. It is part of the larger 

awakening in India, in the world. The rulers of the 
Indian States, the majority of them, have not been able to bring the 
'‘human touch" to the removal of the dissatisfactions of their people, the 
human approach that is supposed to be one of the characteristics, one of 
the virtues of feudalism, of autocracy. Their modem education has 
created a gulf between them and their people, and the masses of the people 
do not find in them the representative characters of their ideals, ideas 
and practices. Added to this was the break-down of the old economic 
arrangements that has very often thrown them into alien surroundings and 
relations, and forced them to seek and find occupations unrelated to 
traditional life. It is due to dissatisfactions created by these impersonal forces 
that we find the people of the States as far apart as Travancore, Hyderabad, 
Dhenkanal, Talcher, Banpur, to name oxily a few, seethii^ with agitations, 
and masses of men and women prepared to suffer imprisonment for the 
assertion of their new sense of rights. In the last three States named above 
the people were found to have loft their paternal homes and taken 
shriter in British Orissa. About 25,000 people from Talcher lived in 
improvised huts in British Orissa for more than five mpntbs. The 
Muslims from Jaipur resorted to Hijrat, to a life of exile in the city of 
Delhi, owing to differences with the State. Happenings in these States 
disturbed the peace of mind of the rulers and the ruled not only in the 
individual States but outside in British India. Bepresentatives of the 
British bureaucracy in India wore pressing on the attention of Indian 


Princes that they should take note of the time spirit, that they who had 
been born to positions of comparative privilege and advantage were 
require to give a great deal in return, that their duty was “to ensure the 
w^-being and comfort of their subjects first, last and at all times.** 
These wise words, are quoted from a speech by Sir Henry Oraik, 
the Oovemor 61 the Punjab, spoken to the students of the Ohiets* 
College at Lahore. Qandhiji through, his writings in the Harijan 
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nm aim pouring hii •ngoiaheg feolinii tor <hs ralnm nnd tho ndad. 
Ipr prinoa and Nw eonunonar. lor tiiom to nionn and notify, 
u) ona ol tin innaa of tbia weekly ai^earing in the bogiwniog of 
Apritri989, be gave one of the raaaons ibat had led bun to nndintake the 
faat to Baj]^ began <Hi ICarob 8 and happly ended on the 7tb : 

"GeoRiapMeally. Brikot is a tiny spot <» the nuu) of India, bat <Ae AstnibnoM 
lAieb I nut ridlei upon to deal with was symptomano of a uniTeml malady. Hy 
endeavoor in Bajfcot was meant to nip tU evil in the ouA” 

Ibe Bajkot fast wm undertaken by Gandbiji, as we have stodi to 
leeall His Highness tba niakora Snbeb of the State, Dbarmendra Singb, 
_ . to honour the sanctity of the pledged word, to honour 

the sanctities of the relation that sutmist^ between 
NriUiesliM rulers and the ruled. The history of this affair 

began like this. The subjects of toe State had started 
a Satnograha movennnt for the removal of certain grievances, for toe 
a s s ert ion <A oertain rights, the ru^ts of responsiUe oitinenship. They 
had the support of Oandhiji in this gght, and they had the advantage 
<d having Si^ar Ballavbhiu Patri as their guide and philosopher. T& 
itomrity of the movement appear to have induced the Thaimre Gkdito 
to recognise the justice of their claims, and he called npim Bardar Ballavbhai 
Patel to help him in solving the problem. In a Bajkot Durbar Notification 
No fiO, dat^ December the 36th, 1988, ho declared bis will and wish 
toait he had decided to appoint a CommittM of tm members to draw up 
a Mtetoe of rcaoems, administrative and ooostitntionaL These tee 
gsntlemen were to be subjects or smrvants tri toe Bajkot State, tines to 
whop sriU be State Officers, wd tiie others snl^ects to the State ; the 
Pnrident to the CkHnnuttse was to be apptonted by tiie ruler. Tbe draft 
to too Notification agreed to between the Tfatomre Sahto and toe mmnben 
to iua OonncU on torn side and Sardar Bi^vbhai Patto on tbe other had 
a pariNNaph whhdi did mot i^petn in tiw Official Gaaette. Ttoa titiloiring 
wia tha paragraph e onfinn ad in a private letter hy tin Tbakcte Seheh : 

*{t ti agned tiuU esnea m sm b e ri to (he Oommlttee m e nti o ee d in elanse 8 to 
(he Ststs enacHBcement to to^yh date ere to be raocmmeodeil by gerdto BaUaV' 
bhsl Prtti. end they axe to be nombtated by us.* 


■'iRia onissioB to titis pscagrapb bom tiw Qaaetto was asplained tbns-~- 
that tha mmttion to Sardw Patto in the Notification um^ he misunderrtood 
_ . „ hytoeothw mien— a point to newvriaich Sardarji was 

ailimimsiMi etodtehave “awpeciatoi”. Ontha 4ti» Janmsry, 1989, 
VsiMstiwyav SarAsr Atilavbbri sent tim naniea to (te aeven geatknen. 

h fiply to OftOM on tll# I9t/k tbtt 

BMBes to f^ gs ati sm s B. roj ee t a d two aa 
MihiiM fnjriaoftbtoli* State, critiriaed ona aamdtikgty to ahnk natotiBy 
miih tojiBuPiiit ptinhm toaOonmittoe to tin toad o o ntoiptoted ; it wan 
also sail Mt tito Mntihwe rimtod have two npmae»taitimM wd toe JIAoqitoe 
am m toto Ogpcitto e to tom, IHie Shai/td* ama clMato Zatoindaxs or 
l e n il initoS 'lwPi^ito i ix tito . Ba l ^ ^ ktowdetoS Uto Jatwery srito* 
diiwr.itito iwnwa tooil ■ j pto i w beeamn titsca wee a doBht whetoar or not ha 
mag » aimoBt to . th»,i li to, btohattooeed to goapr fartber. On the lieb jiaitii* 
inr tto OwiioitlM wbidi ia Mrtiiia 

if ^ Ite 


te fMNMttdiK wbidb Ibe PtM 
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make.” This started a oontroyersy which, as a result o! Qandhiji's fast, 
was refnred to the Chief Justice of the Federal Court of India, Sir Maurice 
Qwyer, lor interpretation of the draft and Notification of the Beikot Durbar 
daM the S6th December, 1938. Sir Maurice declared his Award on the 
8rd of April which found that : 

*,..the true oonstruotion'' of each document k tiiat the Thakore Saheb under- 
takes to appoint the persons whom Mr. VallavbiijI Patel may recommend and 
that he does not reserve to himself any discretion to njeot those whom he does not 
approve. He is no doubt entitled to criUciae the recommendations and to urge 
reasons for reconsidering them ; but Mr. Vallavbhai is to have the last wo^.” 


Sir Maurice quoted the relevant portion of the draft which spoke of ”a 
Committee of ten gentlemen who shoidd be subjects or servants of our l^tate, 
nfi-ji K seven of whom would be recommended by Mr. Ballavbhai 

** mlnwtty^ Patel and they are to be nominated by us” ; and from a 

taatiM comparison with the words in the private letter of Decem- 

ber 26, 1938, quoted above, he found that there was ”no 
evidence that the terms of the letter were intended to convey a different 
meaning from that expressed in the draft Notification.” This Award 
appeared to have or ought to have settled the controversy. But it did not. 
Because the Thakore Saheb had found himself compelled to accept an 
arrangement for which *‘he had perhaps no great enthusiasm,” to quote Sir^ 
Maurice Owyer's words, he and his advisers showed no eagerness to 
implement the Gwyer Award. The Muslims, the Bhayata and the 
^'depressed” classes in the State came forward now to claim their represent- 
ation in the Committee. As the Thakore Saheb refused to agree to an increase 
in the number of the membership of the Committee or to decrease the num- 
ber of his own nominees, the new claims for representation could only come 
from the nominees of Sardar Ballavbhai Patel ^ acting on behalf of the 
Praja Parishad. Mr. Mahomed Ali Jinnah put in his spoke ; the Bhayat 
Association did theirs ; Dr. Ambedkar was reported to have been invited 
by the Thakore Saheb himself to put in claims on behalf of the “depressed” 
classes of the State. 


Faced by the “tortuous politics of Kathiawar”, Gandhi ji in a statement 
issued on the 24th of April owned defeat. He gave therein the story of his 
ft- a failure. He describedrhow he had offered to the Besident 

to forego the, right of nomination of members of the Be- 
Gwyer Award forms Committee ; how be had suggested that the 
Thakoro Saheb should nominate the whole Committee to 
report in terms of the Notification of December 26 last ; that the : report 
of the Committee should bo shown to the Praja Parisad which could submit 
its criticism and note of dissent both of which to be sent to the Chief 
Justice of tb^ Federal Court of India for his decision. The Thakore Saheb, 
however, turned down the suggestion. In this statement Gandhiji 0|^ned 
out his heart ; he let the world know why he felt impeUed to forego 
the right given by the Gwyer Award ; ho felt that he had failed to cbnvert 
the Thakore Saheb afid his chief adviser Sardar Sri Virowala who 
smarted: under the feeling that the pressure of the “external authority”, of 
the Paramount Power, had been exerted on them ; that Gandhiji had been 
the chief instrument for securing this pressure ; that they had to yield ;to 
this pressure. The working of their minds was revealed in a conversation 
with Sardar Sri Yirawala which is quoted below in Gandhiji's own words : 

8 
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** WhoD an ofiportanity came to me I tried to aeenre Darbar Sri Virawala 

that I took no delight in inv(»lng the asBistance of the Paramount Power. Apart 
from ahima, ray oonnection wilh Rajkot should impose this restraint on me. I 
assured him that my spontaneoas offer to Mr. Gibson was an effort in that direct- 
ion. He immediately retorted : *But, if you are not satisfied with his (Thakore 

Saheb’s) Oommittee’s report, you claim the right to scrutinise it you want to 

have the report and the note ot dissent scrntinised by the Hon’ble the Chief 
Justice of • India. Do you call this *^removing the feeling of pressure ?** Why 
not trust his Highness and his Adviser through and through^ You may not get 
all you want, but whatever you get will be charged with his good will and will 
carry the promise of full delivery.” 

These angry words of the chief adviser of the Thakore Saheb of Rajkot 
appeared to have led GandhijL to search into his own basis of aAm^a. 

And by his statement, by deciding to forego the advant- 
® Award, he showed that he was in 

malm peace search of a new technique of political warfare which would 
be true to his “faith in the essential goodness of human 
nature." This seemed to suggest that Qandhiji was coming to feel that 
any sort of external pressure, whether of mass action or of Governmental 
action, did not create conditions for the genuine conversion that was the soul 
of all real reforms, individual or social. Rajkot has "been to me a price- 
less laboratory", dedared Gandhiji in his statement, wherein he had found 
the inadequacy of his own exparimsnt with ahimsa as an instrument of 
political action, for the assertion of individual and social rights, for the re- 
moval of injustices in individual and social relations, for the enthronement 
of individual and social self-respect. We cannot say that this confession 
of &kilure on Gandhiji's part was relished by many of his fellow-workers 
and followers, that his refusal to press home the advantages gained by the 
Gwyer Award was to the liking of many of them. Few w<> *e found who 
amiireoiated his advice to his co-workers in Rajkot, expressed in the 
Avowing words : 

*^1 have asked the workers to confer with Darbar Sri Virawala, to forget me 
and Sardar Patel. If they get enough to satisfy their least wants they may acc^t 
the ofo without reference to either of us.” 

> Thus did end the Rajkot episode which had threatened a major political 
crisis in India. To an observer Rajkot represented within a small area all 
the disunities that disrupted joint work in the whole of 
our oonUnental country. It brought to view for all the 
world to see all the separatist tendencies and little 
conceits that are prepar^ to put stumbling blocks in 
the path of progress, in the way of an endeavour to secure the common 
good. When the Satuagraha ^ht in Rajkot was on« which had impelled 
even Srindlti KasturbW Gandhi to throw herself into its fire, the public 
did not hear that the Muslims of Rajkot, the BhayaJta ot Rajkot, the 
"dspressed" classes of Bajkot as a community or as a class had come 
fikward to suffer pt to sacrifice for the common cause of responsible Govem- 
ineiit in the State. When the fight was called off, on the 26th December, 
1S88 on a show of yUlding by the ruler and the ruling classes of the State, 
eopresentatives of this eommumty or that class come forward to claim 
a share in the memberthlp of the Reforms Committee that was to frame 
a scheme of admiidstrAfiy^ ^»and constitutional reforms for Rajkot. They 
could n<^ or did ziot prondse team work with the representatives of the 
!l^ja Parishad, the orgasiisatjon that bad organised the agitation for 
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these teforms. The result of the taotks adopted by the minorities 
saboti^ed the work sought to be done by the Beforms Committee 
But it did not fulfil even the limited purposes which the minority claims 
had represented. The Thakore Saheb and his advisers wep r^ieved 
of the pressure of public opinion in their 0wn State, of the larger all-India 
opinion which had lined up behind thatl^ Bajkot and had helped to enlist 
the help of the representatives of the Paramount Power on the side 
of reform and reconstruction in the State. 


But this is no new phenomenon in India ; the littlenesses shown at 
Bajkot is seen spread over the whole of India. It has been halting 
A All every forward move in the reform of the State in India. 

^ " To this spirit, to this spirit of fear or jealousy or ambition, 

we trace the intensification of communal conflicts and 
competitions in the country, the malignant growth of 
suspicion that interprets evc^ action of Hindu or Muslim as directed 
against the particularistic interests of the other community or class 
concerned, as directed towards securing unfair advantages under the admini- 
strative system, towards capturing the power of the State with a view to 
consolidate the power and iMuence of one or of the other community. In 
successive volumes of the /ndtan Annual Begister 8ince--^1986, a consis- 
toit attempt has been made and maintained to understand and exidain the 
mind or t^ minds behind the controversies that divide the two major 
communities in India, that stand in the way of their co-operating with one 
anotber« that have raised and propped up fissiparoua tendencies in the hearts 
of these communities* We have trac^ how under pressure of British 
methods of administration and enl^htenment, under the threat of a cultural 
submersion, the mind of the Hindu community has tried to reform and 
reconstruct itself, and has been able to endow itself with social and political 
institutions that appear to protect their particular interests and to advance 
their ambitions for their country and community. The early reformers in 
the community under the influence of mid-19th century rationalism and 
liberalism in their attempts at reform and reconstruction did not think of 
their own particular communal iaterests ; what they preached and practised 
they broadcasted lor the commonalty of the land without regard for caste 
or creed or community ; perhaps in disregard of the traditions of the 
country of their birth. We have also seen how contemporary with this , 
iiwakening there was a great stirring in the waters of Muslim life in India 
caused by the Wahhabi movement. The Hindu movement, because it drew 
certain of its inspirations from the West, from non-indiain sources and 
experiences, could not or did not develop that narrowness of vision that 
^aracteris^ the awakening among the Muslim community in India 
drawing its inspiration from exclusively Muslim experiences and sources. 
In literature which was the mirror of the social mind we find this 
contrast 

The reformers among Indian Muslims, one of the pioneers among 
whom was Sk Bayyid Ahmed Khan, did tom the first put^emplmsis on 
the separateness of Muslim interests i^ the ^untr^s 
MmUiA unique character of Muslim ddinre in Hindus- 

Sspsiafioa than, both of which-^matoiial and eutoral hitorests — 
could not be roconcilod. or harmonlsicd in a scheme 
of things which was neither Hindu, nor Muslim, nor Christian, but 
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WM the syntheeiB of them all. The inability of the Muslim oommu- 
nity to. evolve a synthetic view, a modem outlook which thought 
less of credal differences and more of community feeling drawing its sus- 
tenance from living as neighbours — to this inability we trace the 
growth of separatist conceits and interests among Indian Muslims. 
.We know thajji not all Muslim thought-leaders and public men, poets, 
philosophers, publicists and political leaders did or do yield to 
this f^ng. Even to-day when the Hindu and Muslim in India 
appear to be standing in rival camps, to be socially ignorant of one 
another and poLLtically opponents of one another, there is the 
Jamiat-tU- Ulema, the organisation of Muslim divines, the Majlis-i- 
Ahrar, an organisation of Nationalist Muslims, the majority of Shia 
public men, the All-India Momin Oonference representing the socially 
and economically '^depressed*' classes among Indian Muslims, the 
Servant of Qod — Khudai Khitmadgar — ^Movement founded by 
Khan Abdul Gaffur Khan in the N. W. F. Province— all these 
organisations have been co-operating with the Indian Nationsd 
Gongress in the struggle for Swarcg, the rule of India by Indians, 
for Indians. But it would not be honest to say that these organisa- 
tions did represent to-day the dominant feelings and ideas of the Indian 
Muslim community. We have to recognise that for reasons known 
and unknown these organisations not been aUe to educate 

their community into those ideas of modem citizenship which are 
free from credal conceits. The policy of the Government may be 
partly responsible for it. But the main responsibility must be shared 
by and between us, Hindus and Muslims of India, whose traditions 
have not been able to build up a coherent national life. 

It is not possible in these pages to trace a full and complete 
history of this development. Nor is the present writer competent to 
^ do justice to this stupendous work of writing a history 
^thelwiilm ol” those ideas which "possess" the majority of the 
the hrattonal Muslim community and lead them to speak and act 

r as if they were '*a separate nation" ^ in India. A 

German thinker, an exile from Nazi oppression. Professor Hermann 
Eantorowicz, in 'speaking of "the possessive power of ideas" 'said : 
"Men possess thoughts but ideas possess them." This was (^borated 
in the fpllpwing words by an Amerioan professor, Malx of the 

Williams College. : 

*^Let iis say we are de^iog with the whole repUm pf what, for lack of a 
beitter terni, we shall call ideas, the whole ihtdilectji;ial > r^m. One phase of it is 
the Yrtional ;- iM here men are in possession of the ideas, using them to clarify 
their world and suli^t it to order. The other is the irrational, and here the 
ideas— big sweepirg. ideSB^ like rscism, individualism, Nazism, communi«m, demo- 
cracy-4ue in possession of men.** 

Though bommunaUsm does not find a place by name in the above 
quotation, we have no doubt that it is, as we have it in India todayt an 
' enq»tion from the realm of the irrational into the 

^iZiSsm^thc^ waking life^of the men and Women of India. To subject 

Wsstwu World ^ crit^fein and to analysis, to chart this unknown 
region the tru& in it and to extract its 

implications is the duty of the Indian public man and publicist. The 
ideolo^estefoned to by Max quoted above, the systems of 
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thought and belief that energise otor thooghts. make them coheuve, and 
give them a fighting strength — ^these are tixe driving forces of the revolntion 
that confronts ns today in the fiOth century. Historians -of the West 
who have philosophically looked at developments during the centuries since 
the Beformation in the Western world have told us that the discovery 
of the scientific method ^and its possibilities constituted the revolution 
in the 17th century ; that the voyage over the realm of reason 
and the subjection of social instfgti^ons to the test of rationality 
constituted the core of the vast change^ tha^ over-took the Idth century ; 
that the discovery of the world as made up of changes rather than as 
an immutable structure, with ascertainable laws of development both 
in the biological region (Darwinism) and in the regions of history and 
sociology (Marxism) constituted the intellectual revolution of the 19th 
century ; and that the 20th century is confronted with eruptions from the 
realm of the irrational. The 20th century men and women are thus required 
to recognise the role of the irrational in human affairs, to take it by 
the fore-lock and subject it to the guidance of reason, to utilise the 
insights we get into the core of human nature for the enrichment of 
human life, for the realisation of its possibilities. Looked at from this 
point of view, communalism , as we have < it today in India, requires 
criticism and analysis. 

In vol. I of the Indian Annual Register (1938) we did make 
an attempt to understand and explain the genesis and growth of 

^ If communalism among Hindus, in course of which we 

Hindn^^uBUiii traced the history of the National Movement in India 

Analysed of the conMbution made by the Hindus to the 

political awakening of the oount^. We conceded the 
justice of the criticism that the Hindus could afford to he less communid 
because of the inner assurance that they were the majority in India, 
recognising at the same time that Muslim communalism has helped 
to make conscious what was hid in the subconscious region of the 
Hindu mind. We also said that the nearer approach of democratic 
government in India has roused fears and ambitions in the mind of the 
politically dominant section among Indian Muslims.' And as it is a 
popular interpretation of social psychology today that history is a 
photograph of social consciousness, that history is a record of ideas 
that are but expressions of broad social^ a.nd dass forces, that history 
is a record of *^the succession of defensive and aggressive movements 
directed towards class and group interests and power relations”, Indian 
publicists have it laid upon them that they should try to lay bare the 
social impulsions which push forward individual thinkers and leaders 
among Hindus and Muslims to stand forth as the prophets of their 
particular communities, as tiie organ voices of their feelings and 
aspirations, as the defenders of their particularistic interests. In 
previous volumes we have tried to do so. But we are enabled to 
understand better the soul of the differences that divide the Hindu and 
the Muslim in India today as it was revealed in a speech delivered 
by the l^esident of the Literary Section of the Bengalee Muslim 
Literary Conference. Mr. Wazed Ali is a barrister ; at present a 
Presidency Magistrate in Calcutta. In this speech he took us through 
a discussion of the many personal and impersonal forces that have 
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played; tl^r. part in releasing the conscience of the many castes and 
commtinities that inhabit the country from the prison bouse of un- 
understood customs, from an existence that was satisfied with dreams 
of past glory. Naturally enough he criticised the way of life of the 
lifoslim community the majority of whom were following the beaten 
track , oblivious of the changes in world affairs, in Indian affairs. He 
indicated that the comparative backwardness of the Indian . Muslima 
was their failure to adapt themselves to modem conditions of life and 
thoi^ht ii\ India introduced and created by British methods of adminis- 
tration and enlightenment. The new ‘‘climate of opinion**, of practice, 
found the Indian Muslim community unresponsive to the time spirit 
when the Hindus drew from it strength and inspiration. To this failure 
to respond to the new atmosphere on the part of his community, Mr. 
Wazed Ali traced their backwardness ; it was not due to any inherent 
defect in their mental and moral ^ make-up. . And in explaining the cause 
or causes of this failure, he uttered words that throw a flood of light on 
the working of the social and class forces that constitutes the core of the 
communal problem in India. This problem is not confined to the clash 
between Hindu and Muslim only ; the Shia and the Sunni sects amongst 
Muslims, the Momin and “Shareef** classes amongst Muslims, the varna 
and avarna amongst Hindus — the economically dominant and the 
economically “depressed" amongst Hindus — all these class and sectarian 
conflicts constitute the real problem in India, the problem of a social 
break-down, r 

But what Mr. Wazed Ali has said is important in view of the light 
it throws on the working of the Muslim mind, of a section of it, in 
Two reprotoEta- India. In illustrating •the awakening amongst Hindus, 
tlTo literary and contrasting this with the dimmer light in his own 
men— one pindii, community, he put forward the life and work ' of two 
one Mnslim contemporary literary men, one a Hindu — Bankim Chandra 
Ghattopadbyaya, the other a Muslim — Abdul Halim Sarrar, the Urdu 
novelist. They were contemporaries who did the best part of their 
work in the last quarter of the 19th century. “As a creator of beauty, 
as a creative genius Abdul Halim Sarrar was in no way inferior to 
Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyaya." The former showed in his writings 
an o^nness of mind, a universalism that the latter lacked. But it is 
undeniable that Bankim Chandra wields a deeper and wider influence 
over the life and thought of India. The reason for this was tha,t the 
Bengalee literary man introduced into Bengalee literature the fiery 
spirit of patriotism, “borrowing" it from English literature. This 
patriotism is the driving force of modem life ; service to, and sacrifice of 
self at, the altar of the country is the ideal of conduct to the modem 
men and wom||||. Abdul Halim Sairar, equally gifted, equally sensitive 
to the intuitions of his time, could not be the fountain-head of this 
inspiration, the harbinger of this needed awakening, the law^giver of 
this idead. This inability was not due to any defect in his mental and 
spiritual endowments ; it was due to his surroundings, to the “climate 
of opinion" in which he lived, the air which he breathed. Abdul 
Halim was a resident of the United Provinces, then known as the 
NorthnWest Province. He liv^ bis life and did his work in an area 
where the Hindus were about 96 per cent of the population ; the Muslims, 
Abdul Halim’s brothers in fsif^, were 10 per cent only. 
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Muslims by Accepting the ideal of patriotism would but help in delivering 
the reins of administrative power into the hands of the Hindus. Therefore Barrar 
could hot use his pen in popularising the ideal of patriotism. But Bankim Chaiulm 
could do it, because he lived and thought and worked in an area, in the then Presi- 
dency of Bengal constituted of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, where the Hindus, 
Bankim Chandra’s co-religionsists were about 70 per cent of tlie population. The 
ideal-end of his patriotism was the establishment of Hindu supremacy. As a 
sincere Hindu Bankim Chandra could accept this ideal and place at its service the 
superb ]K)wcrB of his intellect and the devotion ail his soul. Therefore could ho 
dedicate his pen to write “Ananda Mutt”, “Sifiaam”, “Devi Chowdhurani”, to 
write the song of Bande Mataram.'^ 


Mr. Wazod All's interprotation of this episode in modern India’s 
literary history is true to the now popular theory which said that 
history in its roal sense is a record of the “succession 
InSa defensive and ^gressive inovemonts directed towards 

and Patriotism group interests and power relations.” There- 

fore he declared that in dealing with the topic of patriot- 
ism the Muslim literary men in India have had to face an inner 
conflict ; to use his own words, they ever walk into a blind alley. Patriot- 
ism is the religion of the modern man and> woman ; but the literary 
mon among Indian Muslima cannot follow this living inspiration. He 
cannot do so, because he feels that it conflicts with the material 

interests of his community ; they cannot endanger these by preaching 

the cult of patriotism. The result has been that in the absence of a 
living and vital ideal and purpose the literary creations of theirs 
are characterised by a narrowness, by a backward looking vision ; 
and owing to this handicap their literary creations have not been 
able to rise above communalism ; these have not made any appeal Ao 
non-Musjims, to modem-minded Muslime. As an instance of this failure 
Hali’s '^Musaddes” can be pited. Men of vision and insight in the 

Muslim community of India were aware of this handicap. The inspira- 

tion of the poetry of the great poet, Muhammad Iqbal, came from this 
feeling of failure and frustration. And he strove with all his might to 
pull up Muslim thought and life in India from this rut. He felt that 
a wider and broader appeal, wider than the sect and broader than the 
country, would serve as a dynamo. Therefore did he present the pan- 
Islamist ideal, first placed before modem Islamic peoples by JemaJuddm 
Afghapi, as a cement of a now universalism, as a rallying cry fora new 
Islam, as the burden of his song. This Pan-Islamism cut through the 
rings raised by sect and country and race, made a Muslim in China a 
brother of the Muslim in Morocco. In his Asrar-i-Khtuii — Secrets of 
Self^hs sang : 


^ ’Us folly to tike pride in rsop, 

Bsoe pervades the body which is mortal. ^ . 

Why to sesich. for the essence of community in the land of birth 7 
Why to worehip the’clcmcnts of air, water and aarthT” 


But the same man sang also : 




nit | 

BaU aikiEar hai ab bU 
■Chreeea, VmH and Bone ban fadad awi^ tan tbe irarid 
Bnt atifi Um ms U i^ doii to .** 
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This couplet laid bare the straggle in the heart of this poet of 
Muslim renaissanoe in India, the struggle between^ the claims of 
, country and religion. Even a nodding acqwntanoe 
with Iqbal’s poetry, of the message of his life’s 
5nd striving, reveal to us the struggle that went inside 

the Muslim poet who in the later years^ of his life 
blossomed forth as the poet of Muslim separatism in India. We can, 
therefore, * appreciate the criticism of Mr. Wazed Ali that the 
attempt of this singer of "flaming songs to the assemUy" of Islam 
did not succeed as it was hoped. It failed because it came into 
dash with the realities of modern life. To MusUms Islam as a 
religion is the cetitre of community life ; Muslims . living in ' different 
countries mtc brothers in faith. These are seU-evident truths. But as 
ideals in State-life, the Khilafat and Pan-Islamism are out of date 
as symbols pf State organisation to-day : 

^^In these ideals we do not find and fed the stirring of life. In the independent 
Muslim countries the ideals of community life that Natiofnalism stands for have 
been accepted to-day. If we hug to our bosom an ideal that was valid in the past 
but is almost lifeless to-day, we will fail in our literary life, in our State life.*’ 


a remedy 


This is the cruel test t^t the Muslim community in India must 
pass through, said Mr. Ali. Further-^mudysing the cruelty of 

the choice he said that it is not possible, it is diffi- 
cult, for Muslims in India to accept and to work 
for the idea and ideal of an all-India Nationalism — 
the idea and the ideal of an India, one, whole ^ and 
indivisible. That would mean for Indtdn Muslims the acceptance of 
the superiority of the majority community in India, of the Hindus. 
But, under present circumstances, no MusHin in India can heartily 
accept such an idea and ideal, heartily welcome the possibility of 
their success. At the same time they cannot contemplate the present 
state of political dependence as a permanent arrangement. What was 
the way out ? As a Bengalee Muslim, speaking to a Bengalee 
Muslim audience, Mr. Waz^ Ali presented to them the ideal of 
developing the particularism, the uniqueness of life in Bengal, distinct 
nnd peculiar. As an ideal of State organisation the people of Bengal 
will not separate themselves from India or any federation in India. But 

**0111 aim will be not an All-India Nationalism but a Bengalee Nationalism 
eqnal with others in the free federation of States in India just as within tiie British 
Commonwealth of Nations there are enthroned the Canadian, Australian and the 
Irish Nationalisms.. ...... .For us (Ben^ee Muslims) this ideSl is the way, the only 

way, to our ultimate good. With this ideal there is no possibility of conflict in 
our communal interests, in our religious and cultural interests. The same can be said 
of Bengalee Hindus who are almost equal in number to Bengalee Muslims. In 
number thsaMuBlims* are a majority, a small majority, but in prestige and influence 
the Hindus are dominant Therefore both the communities can heartily aoeept this 
idiul and devote thdr energies to the service of their common motherland.” 


Wn have noticed Mr. Wazed All’s speech in. some detail because 
we think that it represents the movement of thought in a section of 
the educated Muslim community; bsMuse it represents 
an attempt to build up a bridge of reconciliation between 
two schools of thought in I^ia that appear to be 
divided on strictly communal lines. He appears to suggest 
that the concept of patribilim and nationalism accepted to-day in the world, 


Thedtneid- 

ttas Is Its 
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bi India, is easy for the Hindu to understand and accept, because he 
belongs to the majority community in this country, and as far as human 
imagination could look forward to, the Hindu will remain so. The Indian Mus- 
lim cannot accept and work for this ideal ; it is not in human nature to do bo. 
Therefore he suggested as the ideal for the Bengalee Muslim what may 
be called Linguistic Nationalism, a new cement of human relations, the 
tie and the bond of language that bind the Bengalee Hindu and the 
Bengalee Muslim. He did not app^ to have any interest in the 
All-India Nationalism that claims the allegiance of the majority of the 
modem-educated men and women of India. Because he did not believe 
and he gave expression to this scepticism in the speech under review that 
India was ever one and whole, politically and administratively. Even 
during the hey-day of Muslim rule in India, either during the period 
when Pathan or Moghul emperors ruled at Delhi, there was no central 
administration in the country that could claim the allegiance of the whole 
country, or which was accepted by the many kingdoms and prihcipalitiei in 
the country. The less than two hundred years of centralised rule imposed 
by British administrators over India has not been able to create that one- 
ness of spirit that is the motive power of nationalism. But Mr. Wazed All’s 
id^al has its difficulties in the way as the history of the last two 

and half years has indicated so pointedly. The integrity of 

the language which we know to-day as Bengalee is not accepted by a 
powerful section of the educated Muslims ; they resent the Hindu ideas and 
imageries that are abundant in that language to-day, and it is no 

longer possible to ignore the fact that an organised attempt is being 

made by them to de-Hinduise, or to put it in anothbr way, to Islamise 
the language of Bengal. Here is a conflict which Mr. Wased Ali did 
not make any attempt to reconcile. In every province and area tae 
Hindu and the Muslim have been wrangling over this question of 
language, of script, endangering the ideal which has bmn placed 
before the country as a solvent of the conflicts and competitions that 
divide India to-day. Except in Bengal, in the Punjab, in the North-west 
S^ntier Province, in Sind where the Muslims >re the majority ]|K)pula- 
tion and are sure of their position, the Musics wiU be the first to 
refuse to accept this ideal of Linguistic Nationalism. Am^ng political 
idealists in the Muslim community, there are other ideas and ambi- 
tions which Mr. Wazed Ali has taken no notice of. We have in 
previous volumes dealt with certain of these — the Pakistan Movement, ‘ 
the Federation of Cultures sketched by Dr. Abdul Lateef which 
was to consist of **Hindu Zones” and ''Muslim Zones”, requiring 
vast transfers of population from one region of the country to 
another. 


The Mamie Culture of Hyderabad (Decoan), a Quarterly Journal 
DIvIstoa published und^r the auspices of the thought-leaders of 
ofladia the Nizam State headed by Sir Akbar Hydari, in its 
^'Cultural Acidities” Section in a recent issue speaks of seven sohemes 
outlined by Muslim thinkers and public men. Those are .8 


Sir Stkander Hayat’s Scheme, the Pakistan Plw, . 

d the Nawab of Mamot, the PaWatan Oallphate. Dr. I^^^CTultural 
ol IndisL^ ^hir of Moslim Federation and the Eastern Afi^anlstan 
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The first sobeme was published in the Indian Press on the 80th 
_ of July, 1939, and it must await discussion and criticism 

Siltotato volume of the Annual Eegieter. The 

* ^ others or certain of them we quote below from a 

summary published in the pages of the Islamic Culture as ‘'cultural 
activities'* : 


^he Par.|Ab Mualim students dream of a Pakistan Oaliphate in the North, 
Moulana Abdul Wadood of the Jamiat Ulema, Sarhad envisages an independent 
Muslim State to bb called Eastern Af»;hanistan. The proposed Pakistan Oaliphate 
is to comprise not only Sind, Baluchistan, the North-West Frontier Province, 
Kashmir and the Punjab, as included in the original Pakistan Scheme but also em- 
braces in its fold parts of the United Provinces, and the Central Provinces and 
Berar running along with the Ganges right up to Bengal and Assam. Both the 
s<diemes aim at establishing an exclusively Muslim State in NorUiern India. The 
rest of India is described as Ood's Country. The Muslim Students’ Federation which 
has propounded the Scheme of Pakistan Caliphate claims the birth-right of Mus- 
lims in North India as their homelands, and in other words, means exclusive rights 
of Muslims where they predominate. The proposed Muslim State, according to its 
authors, will bo ruled by a spiritual dictator who will be the shadow of God on 

earth in accordance with the injunctions of the Holy Quran. The scheme has 

already found support among the tribes— Mohmands, Afridis, Waziris, and various 
tribal areas.” 


The direction of these ambitions are unmistakable ; speaking meta- 
phorically these explode ideals like those preached by Mr. Wazed Ali. 

These are not new ambitions at all, as readers of 
arnMnoM— Leir Wilfrid Scawen Blunt's book— /ndta Under Ripon, pub- 

motive power lished in 1909 — can easily understand. The book embo- 

died Blunt's diary of his tour through India in 1883. 
Ambitions like these burned dim in Muslim hearts in those days, and 
have leapt into view today. The dream of recovering the reins of 
authority in the State in India which had slipped from Mu^m hands are 
in the consciousness of many Muslims, modem-educated Muslims, reali- 
ties of today, within the grasp of resolute men. It would be foolish for 
In^an ^ public men and publicists to shut theif eyes to the sinister 
poMibilities of the schemes of federations outlined by Muslim thinkers 
and public men. These have revived ambitions, provoked particularistio 
conceits, and stimulated aggressive activities that would result in 
brealdng up the 'Unity and integrity that have been India's from beyond 
recorded titae. Beformers and reactionaries among the leaders of the 
Mudim community in India appear to be helpless instruments in the 
hands of forces that are almost elemental in their sweep and violence. 
These ambitions and activities have called forth answering ambitions 
and activities in the Hindu community represented by the Hindu Ibhasabba 
Movement. 


There appeam to be no possibility of reconciling these ambitions. The 
Indian National Oongress which has been trying to stand between these» 
absorbing the force of their dash, teying to act 'as a 
^ mediator, have so far failed in its attempts. And th^ 
scene is darkmed by douds of communal Uttemess, cl 
misundsrstandi^, which show no signs of d&q^SKdngi 
Men of. good-will both among Hindus and Muslims appear to be getting 
skk of tiiese b iche rin ge, to be mtiring from the leadersUp of thdr 
ewnmunWes and leaving the fidU toaii^tiow people who have foigoliisi^ 
that in modem wodA ths^ '^ sodal Ids is not soppiied'bf 
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religions beliefs and practices, that in countries where men and women 
pro&ssing different reUgions have been living for centuries they cannot 
affori to be over*punctilious with regard to the observance of their 
particular ceremonials, that fanaticism in respect of thein is not only a 
crime, it is a sin against the spirit of all religious life. Wof can only 
Uve in the hope that this is a passing phase, that the awakening that 
characterises the life of the communities will be diverted to activities 
that will serve the common interests of aUk . But today, as Sri Ghakravarti 
Bajagopalachari, Premier of Madras, said, man could speak on these 
subjects without feeling a sense of despair and sadness.’* Withal we 
are upheld by the hope and aspiration given expression to by the same 
Congress leader on the occasion of the celebrations of the birth and death 
of the Prophet of Islam organised by a Muslim Association of Madras on 
May 21, 1939 : 

‘‘People of India were often told that they had many religions, many langu^es 
and many customs and were, therefore, an unfortunate people on the whole. £ut 
it might not be so in truth. It might be that there was a great ambition also to 
be achieved, and that in the midst of all the variety, thev might see the universal 
tnith and the beauty of life. I'hat, if attained, would be a great thing. A very 
highly civilised people realising the unitv of all relmions was a great ambition which 
they had still before them and for whicn they should work hard and with pleasure. 
All the troubles mi^ht perhaps be leading towards the fulfilment of a great and 
unique glory in their own country.” 

Prophets and saints in India have been through the centuries and 
milleniums of her history trying to build up a composite life out of 
the varieties of religious experiences and the intuitions of the spiritual 
realm assembled in India &om all quarters of the globe. The per- 
ception and realisation of the unity that pervades creation has l^n 
one of the gifts of Hindu culture to the store-house of world wisdom 
and spirituality. And the ambition referred to by the Madras Premier 
might not be as far-fetched as it appears to-day when India is being 
rocked on the stresses and strains of communal and sectarian suspi- 
cions, fears and ambitions. 


We have seen how Indians are not able to present a “united front” 
to secure freedom in theiiSown home-land. Men and women who are oxganis- 


Indians In 
Booth AMco 


ed in the Indian National Congress hav^ been found divided 
in counsel, divided in action. The organisation of the 
“The Forward Bloc” under the leaderEhip of Sri Subhas 


Chandra Basu is an evidence of this division. We 


have discussed the ideological back-ground of Huilim separatism in the 
country. Divided on so many points in their own homeland, it is no 
wonder that Indians abroad should have had their self-xespeot insulted 
and thefar interests damaged in various parts of the world, near and 
fix. During the six months the events during which form the subjeot 
of discussion in the present vdume of the Indian Annual Regiker^ 
Burma, Ceylon, South Africa and the idands in the New Worid, Jamaica 
and Trinidad, have shown that the Indians whose labour has made the 
wealth of these countries have become unwelcome to them. In Bunna 
Indian lives and properties have suffer loss ; in Ceylon daily-paid 
Indian employeea in Government departments, about lOXMO of them, 
have been served with nrtioe that tiicir services were no longer war 
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quirad, wad an oxganised attempt is being made to drive Indians from 
the trades and services in the island. In South Africa the ruling 
classes, one-fifth of the total population of tlie country, smittc'i by the 
conceit of white colour, have declared that the two lakhs of Indians, 
ono-fiftieth of the population, shall either leave the country or 
shall live in the country as a population of an inferior breed, accept- 
ing the badge of this inferiority. For forty years and more the 
administration of the country, run by Boers and Britons, the former more 
arrogantly, have been trying through processes of law to reduce Indians 
to this position of helotry. In the Union Parliament, in its House 
of Assembly, was being discussed the Asiatics (Transvaal) Land and 
Trading Bill in course of which speeches were made that revealed the 
mind of the ruling classes. Dr. Malan, leader of the Nationalist Party, 
gave expression to the unalterable aim cf the ruling classes to segre- 
gate the Indians ; the United Party, the Party of the then Government, 
entertained this idea ^ as strongly as the cent per cent racialists re- 
presented by Dr. M^n's Party. One of the items in the programme 
of the United Party was the following : — 

* .the protection of the Duropm population as well as the coloured and 

the natives against Asiatic immigration or competition, with recognition and 
maintenance 'v the existing rights of Asiatics born in the Union or legally 
xesideat there.** 


The Bill under notice required that Indians must agree to livo in 
lands separate from others, that they must not be allowed to acquire 
lands in "European quarters'*, that they must ply their trades in non- 
European quarters. Mr. Hofmeyr, one of the two or three members who 
stood by Indians in their fight for self-respect and life, said that this 
"segregation by legislative compulsion" — there has b^ social and 
eoonomio segregation all the time — would mean "the economic strangulation 
of Indians,” their extinction in the country, ,a consummation desired by 
tte vast majority of the ruling classes. Mr. Hofmeyr also said that 
such an enactment would drive the Indians to join the "Non-European 
Eront” that was being oxganised all over South Africa. 


^ The threat of this law brought Swami Bhawani Dayal, President 
of the Natal Indian Gongreis, to India with a view to enlighten the 
Government the people of India of the condition of 
things under which the two lakhs of Indians — men, 
women and children — ^have been living. He addressed 


public meetings, saw the leaders of public opinion and 
publio lib in the country, interviewed Sir Jagadis Prasad and Sir'Gizija 
Shankar B||pai, Mmber and Secretary in charge of the Overseas Depart- 
ment under the Government of In^ Aiti more than two months of 
this work of education and enlightenment, he was eonstrained hf 
devekpments in South Africa, by Ae discussions in the South African 
Unhm Legislatute of the Bill referred to shove, to address "An Open 
Letter** to His Bicellency the Govemor-Gen^ of India, drawing 
attsBitfon to the di s abili t i e s of Ii^ians, of South Africap Indians, 80 per 
ee^ of them bom in flie Union, and knowing no latherlainT or mofteriand 
ior themselves except tUs strip of territory within the embrace of the 
Md Athntio osssnsi' The letter was dated the Otti of Junob 
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lOWf and address^ from Bombay. It gave in a few hundred words the 
history of the life of Indian residents in South Africa during a period 
of seventy to eighty years. It is a story of “oppression and icprossion, 
breaches of assurances and pledges'', to quote the words used in the 
letter. The first batch of Indians to go to this region appear to be 
Tamilians and other South Indian peoi^. They were sent to Natal 
to labour in the sugar plantations started* by white capitalists. People 
from Gujarat, from the United Provinces and Bihar followed their foot-steps. 
The number of these comparatively free-men was augmented by the 
labourers as and when their j^riod of agreement service ended. These men 
floated into many a trade in a small way, as hawkers, and as day 
labourers. The tale of their woe began at this time, about 1685. A 
hue and cry was raised by the Boer and the Briton, raised on their 
behalf, that the Indians were and would be wresting the livelihood 
of the white peoide by encroadiing on the occupations and trades thal 
supplied it to them. Stories of Indian “invasion", . of Indian “pene- 
tration", of “the White civilisation" placed “in danger", were circi^ted 
and received with credence. These fears and apprehensions were sought 
to k removed by the Oandhi-Smuts Pact of 1914 ending the Passive 
Besistance Movement which had tested tLs * new technique developed 
by Mahatma Gandhi in fighting social and political wrongs. This Pact 
or Agreement was oonfiro^ by the acceptance on behalf of India of 
the Beciprocity Besolution of 1917 of the Imperial War Conference 
which was further elaborated in 1918, 1991 and 1928 recognising the 
right of the Dominions and of India — ^for the purposes of these 

agrements India was accepM as a Dominion — ^to control the com- 

p^tion of their own population. By the 1914 Agreement it was agreed 
that there would be no more ' emigration from India to South Africa. 
This was agreed to with a view to rid the minds of the whites in 
South Africa of the fear that the country would be flooded by unres- 
tricted emigration from India. This agreement carried the implication 
that the resident Indian population, the domiciled and South-Africa-bom 
Indian population, would be enabled to live and work as South Africans, 
would be enabled to rise to the standard of Western civilisation. The 
Cape Town Agreement of 1927 accepted on behalf of the then South 

African Government this duty of raising the standard of life of 

Indiana in the Dominion, of helpiDg them to assimilate them^ves to 
the economic life of the country, the duty of discouraging any discriminating 
treatment against them. But these assurances, pledges and agreements 
have bejsn treated by the ruling classes of the country as so many “scraps 
of pap»." These have not brought any change in the behaviour of the 
whites. Swami Bhawani Dayal\ quoted in support of this unchanged 
mind a few words of the present Prime Minister of the Union, Genei^ 
Hertaog, uttered “not long ago", that “after ail is said and donq, we 
^ant to get rid of Indiims as fur as possible.'' The Asiatic Land and 
Zirading BiU introduced and being discus^ in the Union Parliament is 
an indication of this determination. And confronted by this danger, an 
increasing number of Indiana have been asking themselves, as the BA 
Eon’ble Srinivas Bastri once asked the late Lord Haldane : “...where 
do we stand in the Commonwealth ? Is there no hope for usT* 

Lord Haldane had replied: “No,. by no means. God forhU 

this:..,” 
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Experiences inside and outside India should have killed this *'hope.*’ 
But they have not done so. Swauii Bhawani Dayal's “Open Letter'" is 
V It* t ^ proof of this. ^ is the resolution passed at a meeting 
All-India Congress Committee held at Bombay 
in 8. AlHea ^Bt week of June, 1939. The Bill in the South 

. African Union Legislature precipitated an agitation 
amongst Indians in that countiy. Naturally they look^ to the homeland 
of their fathers and mothers for help and guidance ; specially to Mahatma 
Gandhi were their eyes turned in this new crisis in their community’s 
life. For,, it was in Squth Africa that was begun the kindergarien 
training in Satyugraha, in non-violent civil disobedience on a mass scale, 
that ha's been Gandhiji's .contribution to the dev^pment of politioBl 
theory and practice in the modem world. The leaders of South African 
Indians were agreed that if the Bill became law, and if it was set in 
motion, they would adopt the instrument chiselled by Gandhiji to fight 
this wrong. But there appears to have developed differences of opinion 
among them with regard to the method of using it, with regard to the 
organisation that should organise and lead this fight. A section of" them 
eontended that as the Bill was directed against Indians specidly, the 
organisation of the fight should be confined to Indians abne. Another 
section, the younger section, the smaller section, contended that this 
anti-Indian Bill was an expression of the perennial policy of the white 
rulers of the country, the poHcy that has been de^bed by the philoso- 
pher-statesman of the Union, General Smuts : 

*In Booth Africa we esnnot sflbrd to give coloured peoples the same 
footing as the whites. Our equdlty is based fundamentally on the. doctrine 
that in Church and State between white and coloured peoples there can be 

no eqnriity-’* 

Another South African politician, Mr. Huggins, Prime Minister of 
South Bhodesia, gave a more colourful description of the condition of 
things in the whole of the sub-continent. The European community 
was “an isluid in a sea of black” ; artisans and tradesmen formed 
the shores, and the professional classes the highlands. If there 
shbuld be an erosion of the shores by the natives, they would 

gtadnally take to the highlands ; this would destroy Itoopean dvQi- 
sation in Sooth Africa. The only safety of the white, of the white 
man’s mission in Africa was, therefore, complete segregation, the 
natives bmng allowed to come into the white “xeserves” ordy eg 
helien and not eg competitors. 

The Asiatic Land and Trading Bill is w eiqpresiion of tUe idea» gn 
ioitniiiisnl iir mali^ permanent iw far ee bumaii ingenuity oould dosp; 

this polley. As sucli, this wtdSUm cl Indian lesdrt 
eontsMed that the Bill sho^ Im fan^t with tiie hel^ 
of the etiisr edouiEed pecqplm who were viotime of ttiie 
iaam peliey. The wh^ hi Booth Ahkt, who fqnneii 
tirn reting nlsssri^ iriifT a Sltte over 80 lakhs bt tibe coontry ; the 

BeMm end Megroee 1Hmm Ihdie tiian 65 laklie ; the people teshniesfly 

knbfiii ee ■ of wbitir aflicneeii mpra 

.lidBt 10 hMiii ; otbiMW wiii d n^iem btoa. .im» iMi lluai. 

fbUM. itnte Iim bmA. it iwrililir, and* 

it aMMiMT. ttikt. Mn.iidt. peopb. .iKmUi wlafain. Mid Ite 
thkt ii wpw i rtBd % tb* oiftioi iDo|iopolp of SMfpofmr 
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by tho whites. The feeling of this possibility, the appreciation of 
this necessity, has been growing among wider sections of the non- 
white peoples. To^ the growth of this consciousness was due the 
organisation of the “Non-White Front" to which Mr. Hofmeyr had referred 
and which has been quoted in a paragraph above. The leaders of the 
non-White peoples other than Ind^ns have been expecting that the 
Indians would join them in a comilmn fight ; they have been offering 
help in the impending fight in which Indians would be engaged if the 
Bill was passed and the law was enforced. A section of the Indian 
community in South Africa was in favour of accepting this help ; and it 
was reported that an organisation of theirs was represented by delegates 
when about 45 organisations of the non-white peoples of South Africa 
assembled at a meeting to found the “Non-European Front." 

This aspect of tho problem, the attitude that the general body of 
Indians should adopt towards the fight of their non-white neighbours, 
f w »t 1 became a subject of discussion in India at about this 

meeting of the All-India Congress 
approves of it Committee held in the last week of June, 1939, it 
came in for debate and discussion. The official draft, 
the draft put on behalf of the Working Committee, of the resolution on 
the situation in South Africa, was reported to have been made by 
Mahatma Gandhi. It contained words that . expressed the hope that 
“there will be no dissensions among them (Indians) in South Africa 
and that they will present a United Front." The resolution was 
amended by the addition of the words : 

"And co-operato with tho inhabitonts of South Africa in opposing the 
segregation ix)licie8 which are directed against all non-European races.” 

The mover of the resolution, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, accepted 
this amendment, and it was passed in this form. Then occurred a 
curious event. At the end of that day’s proceedings. Pundit Jawaharlal 
Nehru asked the permission of the All-India Congress Committee to 
recall that resolution ; and permission being given the resolution in 
its original form was placed before the meeting and passed by a majority 
of votes. This procedure was adopted with a view to meet the 
objections of Gandhiji and others in touch with the situation in 
South Africa who thought that the participation of Indians in the 
common fight against the racial policy of the ruling dasses of the 
country, as proposed and desired in the words used in amending 
Gandhiji’s draft, “might result in adverse reaction in South Africa", 
might “hinder" the cause of Indians in that country. It may be con** 
ceded that Gandhiji's draft would not irritate the nerves of the ruling 
classes of South ^rica, that it might secure the Indians living there 
some temporary relief, though we have our doubts in the matter 
sidering the original injustice of the whole policy of the South African 
Government. An analysis of the resolution would show that it desired 
Indians in South Africa to keep themselves at a distance from the 
fight that the native Africans haye been waging for their human rights, 
for their rights of citizenship in their own homeland of which they 
have been kept deprived by the white rulers of the country ; the resolu- 
tion with the history attached to it, the^ history of -the amendment 
and of its recall and rejection, leaves the impression in the mind that 
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the leaders of publio opinion in India desired that the deso^dants of 
their oonnfcrymen resident in South Africa should lead a separate life^ 
separate from the life of the o^jority of the people in the country ; 
that to secure the integrity of this separate life they should make their 
peace with injustice and show their disinclination to throw their little 
weight on the side of the original inhabitants of the country, 
as the majonty of the population of the country, rightly 
struggling to be free, to regain their rights as human beings, 
members of a modern State. The resolution exposed the position 
of Indians iu South Africa as that of interlopers who were not pre- 
pared to co-operate in re-establishing the reign of law and justice in 
the country, who were anxious to consult the conveniences of the 
present regime in maintaining its present arrangements, social, economic 
and political. This may appear to be a paying proposition to-day. 
But when the Bantu and the Negro came by their own, as they 
will surely, helped thereto by the forces of historic developments, 
what will be the position of Indians in South Africa 7 The organi- 
sation of the '^Non-European Eront*' is a mile-stone in this process. 
We are not sure that the All-India Congress Committee has been 
wise in ignoring this aspect of the question. 


This insult to Indian self-respect, this calculated attack on the 
material interests of Indians, that have been going on in many parts 
of the British Empire, and outside of it also, is inherent 
relation that subsists between India and Britain. 
ffnJprf tnin And until and unless the twist in this relationship be 
straightened out, Indian self-respect will continue to be 
hurt, the material interests of Indians will continue to be damaged, 
and . the Indo-British authorities will continue to be helpless in defending 
and protecting these. It may have been hoped that the arrival 

of "provincial, autonomy’* will help to resore confidence, will 
enable the provincial Ministries to influence the agents of the "external 
authority'* *to so behave and so act that the rankling sense of political 
subjection will find little occasion and opportunity to erupt into view. 
But there seems t6 be a provision in the scheme of creation which 
refuses to accept such avia media of conciliation, which refuses to act 
as an amnsthetic to political discontent. The "external authority** with 
all the good will in the world cannot fail to touch on the raw the 
sensitiveness of the subject population. The British representatives of 
the Government during the last two years that the. Congress and 
Gohgress-Ooalition and other Ministries have been functioning in the 
provinces, theHrmor in eight out of the eleven provinces of. India, have 
on many an occasion gone out of their way to bear -testimony to 
the success of their work, to their understanding of the limitations of 
their position, and to their spirit of accommodation. 

But the unnatural ration between the two countries is the breeding- 


ground of suspicions jmd distrust that cannot be sterilised. That this 
is so was jproved by the Imperial Govemmeht under- 
taking the - ^ of the Government of India 

Act was an invasion on the little ^wer 

with wbi^ Act had endowed the provincial 

goyemments in India. !]&o Bill was introduced in the first 
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wi6k of Ap^ in the House of Lords by ,the Secretary of 
State for India, the Marquess of Zetland. The relevant amendment was 
numbered olause 4 in the Amending Bill ; by this it was proposed 
to. incorporate anew Section numbered 126-A in the dd Act securing 
to the Central Government of India ''essential powers of direction and 
contror* over tha Provindal Qovernmeil^ when an emergency due to 
war was proclaimed by the GovemorQ^eral under Section 102 of. 
the Act. This emergency power granted by Section 102 of the 1985 Act 
had been given to the Central Legislature elected on a wide popular fran- 
chise, whereas^ the new clause empowered an irresponsible Central 

Government with power to give directions to a , Province as to the manner 
which the executivo authority thereof is to be exercised.** It ap- 
peared from the speech delivered by Lord Zetland in moving the second 
reading of the Bill on the 25th of April that the pmendments em- 
bodied in the Bill were on his request to the Governor-General 

submitted to the Provincial Governments "for their comment’* ; that 
the '^Ministries in three Provinces felt themselves unable to express 
any opinion”; the Bengal Ministry received "special thanks” for the 
"thoroughness” with which they had dealt with the proposed amendments, 
and the Punjab Ministry "for the spirit of cordial co-operation” with 
which they had met the request for assistance. The speech also 
revealed that the^ majority of the Provincial Ministries had raised 
objections to the "invasion by the Centre of the sphere of authority, 
conferred by the Act on the Provinces.” But considering the conditions 
of modern wars requiring for success in them certain measure of "unified 
control, not only of policy but of its execution”, the confernment of the 
new powers on the Central Government of India, powers not only of 
"superintendence” but of "direction and control”, became necessary and 
justified. Indian opinion could not accept these arguments. It felt and 
expressed the feeling that the British Government gave tangible proof 
by this amending Bill of their distrust of the Provincial Governments 
in India, of their apprehension that these Governments would with- 
hold their co-operation or obstruct war activities in India. This dis- 
trust and apprehension were inherent in tl^e policy of ignoring Indian 
sentiment in any declaration of war of which India would be made 
a party without so much as asking for her leave. The Bill has thus helped 
to further irritate Indo-British relations. Technically it might have b^n 
right. But in international relations legal and technical correotitude 
does not play a helpful hand. 


Indo-Britlsh 
tfeade Agree- 


The same incompatibility became manifest in the debate 
in the Central Assembly, the lower house of the Central Legis- 
' lature, raised on the motion moved on the 27th of 
March by the Member for Commerce and Labour in 
Lord Linlithgow’s Government, Sir Muhammad Zii^rul- 
lah Khan, that the Assembly approved the Trade 
Agreement signed oh the 20th March, 1939, between His Majesty’s 
Government in the United Kingdpm and the Government of India.” 
In course of the debate the topic of ^e unnatural relation that subsmted 
bet?veen India and Britain cropped up again ahd again ; the pdliticil 
dependence of the former on the latter ixifluenoad the arguments that coold 
not be kept restricted to econothie and fi nan c i a l considerations. A 
10 
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MttsUoai member of the AseemUy, Sir Byed Beam Ali, Sejilored tiais 
trend in the disQuewon in the ieSowing woide : 

^ I m efraid the (Reeces o{ e reesonable oonsidera^oa of the xnenti of tiie 

tamde i^eement itre coesideraUy piejitdioed by the exitUng position in whidb 
India nnda heiself. India and Stiglond are not on equal looting, and, thet^ore. 
giispicioDB legitimately arise in tlie case of any settlement arrived at between these 
t#6 countries, if India had achieved her political emancipation and an agreement 
somewhat on the lines on which the present has been drawn up came up for CQnai« 
dfloration before this House I am sure a very different treatment would be meted 
out to it trom that which so far as I can see it has reemvod from this House 
Mth^to.” 

This /unnatiuraJi rdation was demonstrated by the procedure 
adopted in feekiag the approval of tl^e Central Assembly to the Agree- 
ment which came into force wlmtner the Assembly approved it or not, 
msiking the debate an eye-wash, as clause 16 of the Agreement said 
that '"pending the coming into force of the present Agreement, 
the two Oovemments will apply its provisions as far as may 
be possible.” This Clause made Sir Muhammad J^afrallah’s motion 
and the debate following it a waste of time, a weariness of spirit. 
Tlie motion of Sir Muhammad was saved from total rejeediion by the 
amendment moved on behalf of the European Group in the Assembly and 
accepted by the majority against the opposition of the Government 
that consideration of the motion be adjourned till the Simla ses*^ 
sion pending the report of the Committee of the House oonsisting 
of a majority of elected members. Many of the speeches of 
the Opposition members recognised that there were valuable con- 
cessions made to Indian interests in the Agreement which required a 
quid pro quo, one of which was the scaling down of import duties on 
Lancashire goods. But this particular concession to Lancashire came in 
for the greatept opposition owing to the part played by Lancashire more 
than seventy-five years ago in using its political infiuenoe to throttle the 
Indian cotton mill industry, though today Lancashire’s trade with India 
was a pale shadow of its fonner monopoly in India. An estimate 
has it that twenty-five years back, before the last Great ^Yar, Lancashire 
Ufsd to send to India textile goods measuring about 3,000 million 
yards; last year it could hardly send more than 200 million yards. 
These figures are an evidence of India’s progressive march in the field 
of modem industrialism, as well as of Lancashire’s deterioration. 


The present is not the occasion on which t' e history of this progress 
may bo indicated. It does not require much research into India’s 


IndUn 
thlnkera aiM 
Industrialism 


financial aud economic condition to become aware of 
the fact, to be struck by the fact, that modem indus*^ 
trialism, of which Britain has been the pioneer and 
loader in the world since tho latter half of the eighteenth 


century till almost the end of the nineteenth, has disrupted the eooao- 
mic arrangements in our country, throwing an increasing number of men 
on agriculture as the only means of livelihood. India’s industries, worked 
in the hom^s of the people where men, women, and children could co- 


opemte, were all but destroyed. For three quarters of a century leaders of 
Indian society . were propskrild 4o accept this disruption and debacle as 
In the natural order of things ; they did not find anything in modem 
industrial Ufe, in its amng^luent^^ in its division of labour and division of 
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tflljp^^iaeM^, ef bo(M peaoe. fhe aldwil^ ^ tbzee jensratioiis 
Inffiaa eocmomisto, indnstrialii^ axA fodW IbiBken i/me mipised with 
fsb$ b^fil ihidi mod^a indiistrialism was ods t^ tbe iaat and best words 
in hainaa ecc^omy. They s^hb baqra q! whi^ Dickeng^ Cadyle* 
and Sasidb had said aad wn^en in -w^ism and acmdtfanatioii of the 
order of thiuigs brought into sodal by modem Indastiialisin. But 
these they read as literature without any sodal puipoee and amiy as the 
exiuression ofihe revolt of super-gepcdtive souls against things as tliey 
viexe in tfaeu: times. The Bwadeshi MovemaDd tl^ pan parallei to the 
Anti-Bartition Agitation in Bengal and whida spread over whde 
d India in the first decade of the present eentury, the stirripgs of 
mind wd intelleot occasioned fay these movements, first created dqidits 
in our minds that society as organised under the impu^ xk modem 
indimbdslism might not possess the virtues &at were claimed on 
its bdbalf, that many ^inga of value in the material and spirituid 
wcnd^ were probaldy bring sacrificed at the altar of maGfhamcal e&iency. 
These doubts were the &st mutterings pf a new evaluation of human 
nature, of human needs. The Sind Swarc^ of Mahatma Gandhi may 
he said to be a reiaresentative of this school of thought. Since those 
days Gandhiji with his programme of the Charka and Kkadi, of 
viUsge industires, affiliated tp the politicid activities in India, has given 
a new direction to thoughts and activities in the economic and indus- 
trial fields in India. His writings, their influence on concrete activi- 
ties both on the part of the Government and of the people, have become 
a touchrstone of economic thought and activities both on the part of 
the Government and the people. To the modem-educated Indian, to 
the majority of them, however, the programmes associated with Gandhiji’s 
name, appear to be a return to the Middle Ages ; they cannot conceal 
their impatience with them. 

The National Planning Committoo appointed in 1988 on the initiative 
of Sri Subhas Chandra Basu while he was President of the Indian 
w 1 1 PI National Congress, and which has Pundit Jawaharlal 

Cwmislttoe a ^ Nehru as its Chairman, was acting under the inspira- 

Qandblji i^lon of men who were not enthusiatic pver the econoirio 
plans and programmes that Gandhiji has initiated. Though 
the Indian National Congress has Gandhiji as its mentor and 
guide, we cannot say that it has been able to enlist his support on 
the side of the Planning Committee. Speculations in the Press hinted 
at an initial conflict between the Village Industries Association 
and the National Planning Committee. This became explicit to the 
public when the correspondence between Gandhiji. and Sri Subhas 
Chandra Basu was published in the middle of May, 1939. In a letter 
written by Gandhiji from Bajkot on the 10th of April, 1939, ho drew 
attention to the fundamental differences that stood between him and- 
Subhas Babu ; and how the two of them “honeBtly* saw the same 
thing. dilTei^ntly and even drew opposite conclusions from the same 
premises. He invited Subhas Babu to agree to differ, and meet on 
the social, moral and municipal platforms as the same political platCoim 
could not accommodate them two ; that has been demonstrated b / 
what happened before and after Tripuri ; and e^'en on the ‘*eccno-.ni»V* 
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I^Rifonn differenod^' had been ’'diaoovered.'* Subhas Babu understood 
ihe drift of this statement, and replying *on the 13th of &pril he 
wrote as follows : 

hsTe diespoixed sltO{;other of our collabcratiair on the political and eco* 

obubly because you disapproved 


nomic platformiu You have added the economic, prob. 

of our idea of industrial planning for India oven tlioiigh we advocate encoiirage- 
nent of suitablp cottage industries along with industrialisation.’* 

Qandhiji's passive attitude, attitude of nou'co-oporation, towards 
the National Planning Oommittee did not, however, halt its activities. 

In the third week of June, 1939, a Note was circu- 
lated through the Press for tlie guidance of the 
Uplift ^ various Sub-Committees that had boon appointed to 
' survey the whole of the sbeial and economic life 
of India. The Note said that the fundamental aim to be kept in* 
view was, '*to ensure an adequate standard of living for the Indian 
masses." It was recognised that '*a really progressive standard of life 
will necessitate the increase of the national wealth fi /o or six times." 
But the Note was prepared to concede ‘‘for the present" that the 
minimum standard that could or should bo reached was **au increase 
of national wealth of between two or there times within the next 
ten years." It, therefore, asked the various Sub-Committees to so plan 
out the scheme that '*a ten-year limit for the accomplishment of the 
Plan" might be laid down. The Note hoped that the Sub-Committees 
would be able to send their reports by the end of^ October, 1939. 
The various Provincial Oovominents have been co-operating in the 
work of this Committee, making monetary contributions towards its 
expenses. Among the Sub-Committoos appointed was one concerned with 
the development of cottage industries. Many organisations in the dillor- 
ent provinces have been working for this purpose. They are afliliatod 
' to or supported by or independent of the Village Industries Association 
whose central research stations are at Wardha and Shegaon working 
under the eye of Mahatma Gandhi. Provincial Govorninents, the 
Central Government, have tlieir uwn organisations which have boon 
trying to improve the economic condition of the villiigors, to raise 
theiir standard of life by helping thorn to increase the volume of 
their agricultural output ; they have also been trying thi-ough imi)rov- 
ed marketing arrangements to secure to agriculturists higher prices for 
their products. 

The observer of events in India has to take note of those constiuot- 
ivo activities which have for their aim and ideal a reconstruction of 
Indian life on ideas and plans that cannot afford to 
wnSovmloi blinded by tno glamour of modern industrialism, 

in India village craftsman and the CT'ltivator h^s his con- 

tribution to make towards the onrichmont of India’s modem 
life. , He cannot be ignoreii. Without his co-operation, heart-felt and 
\ intelligent, life cannot be made hotter in India. A recognition of this 
fact is at the back of all the activities that stir the village and 
the town in the country, In the process of readiustment that 
has been going on in Lidia the masses have been relieved of many 
of their grievances as a tesu^^ of the measures taken by the Governments, 
Central and Provincial ; m^y'of their rights have been recognised in 
law, and waiit wid<»: xooognition in practice. The fixity of tenure of 
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ftgrkuttimBts has been re^ debt settlements throagb Oon- 

stlitation ]foardfl have been dcw^ the twin work o! destrttotion ot 
miiil ozedit and constziictioii of it on foundations that may appear 
to be wdfibk to-day. Thzougb hopes and disappointments, inseparable 
from human endeaTours, the wide-awake among the classes in 
India have been consciously working towards a new order of society; 
the masses not so fully roused have^iTen feeting their way towards 
the lands of promise. The former, oonlrdiiil^ by a social break-down, have 
been wrangling among themselves with r^ard to the methods and 
edis of their strivings. The controversies among Congressmen,'^ between 
Muslim and Hindu, between Hindu and Hindu, between Muslim and 
Muslim, discussed in previous volumes and pages, are evidences of a great 
turmoil in the thought-world of India. The masses under the leader- 
ship of men who belonged to the higher classes do not appear to 
have fully realised the inspiration and consequences of the activities 
they are engaged in* The British bureaucracy have been watoldng 
developments, having lost the assurance of former times. Thiis is the 
Indian scene as it is reflected in the various activities the end of 
which, for better or for worse, is the re-making of a new India. 


The controversies and conflicts in India that divide the classes 
and masses — ^what do they represent ag "a part pf the process that 
^ has been re-making a new India ? They represent a 
eUf^rLew dissatisfaction in the heart of a society that 

appears to have stood immobile through the centuries, 
that looked to Menu and Mahommed, to their days 
and to the philosophies, built up by them in response to the search for 
a new valuation of human thought and human practice needed by the 
necessities of their particular days. It is asserted that the modem times 
have created new necessities that required new methods and now social 
habits to meet them, that the ideologies indicated in the Manu Smriti 
or the Manava Dharma — the religion of humanity — ^i>reached in it, 
and that embodied in the Quran, are inadequate for modem puri)oses, 
for the mind and the body of the modern men and women. To the wide- 


awake among the dasses, to the products of the modern universities 
established in India, the old concepts and ideologies and practices make no 
appeal ; they feel that no self-respecting individual life, no well-balanced 
social life, could be built upon them — life that was free from exploita- 
tion, conscious and unconscious. For about three-quarters of a 


century, beginning with the age of Baja Bam Mohun Boy in eastern India, 
of Dadoba Pandurang in western India, and ending with the years that 
saw almost the whole world engaged in a competition for suicide, the 
years 1914-1918— the leaders of the classes in India have been content 
to accept the leadership of Europe, of the United States of America 
in every field of thought and activity. The world-war exposed for 
the first time to their complacent eyes that the concepts on which their 
intellectual and social life had been reared up wore not valid for tho 
needs and demands of modem men and women. An interpreter of 
European life, Peter F. Druckor, born in Vienna, in his book — The End of 
Economic Man, first published in May, 1939-put the discontents and 
dissatisfactions in the western world to a break-down of the moulds of 
ud as it has boon functioniDg sinoo tbo Botonuatioiii 



fiUt tttf' H#' ei' . i bftii M itiittfc.- Bs- wppiimS to’ WtjHirtr Oiot tilt 
Ihitit’liii' mint tM' fttSMt' ' -wart bt d^utp^ yir^ 'tin eeanflttitf ' Mil' 
tittei tl tilt- ' -oiMi ^y Bi iiM ii iritii tilt gKiriigi taia^ ai 

Mt Utr tetti r iti tim tilt; hiye twatff ititf tttiioiioi* 

iiwifiiiiio o d Me c jin tB caattrted m Ocmatuikin;, in Iktdim inS titiABah 
wittiiij# Mn^tiiig tW lititiky ef tH£l interiattitibii ttitiunit ilffiBitiif 
tit dlinoBttiW-- 'aai diaMtimotibiiB in oor oirai' eaoai^ to tiwaa ton* 
Iwtian itttifiiaiiBeit int ittttti^Bs, ein taa still fsti titi t&e ecaHrotettiM 
tiiiB tttioliMtiM yiBtBtBt st^ geow oat of tto IMttbdeitii ti sotial 
Ktiitit iffttts tit adntatcti. tbs moiwB-edaettisd^ dMitt of Btib. ?tia 
tatfoti tiictit Of tbelr owtt ceantr; have tio rntSM^ fer tiem ; titi 
miiti i t tioiB ontsidB tilobr eowitrir spttk in soi mtii; voi^ tlwt tlM 
tit Mot toM jrhiiti <»» slMUtiS tbey hetrlnn fo siti^ ii^nr. tisad^ 
bit ftr tiwi titf tvtDty ymat be^ bdding up an bteil of cOnanet tfiti 
^ octaettsd tiitBet fitti it difionlt to ancefyt oritbont Atatti' ie8evtatiDi!Ui;i 
Xodiigst man sadi as Javabartal Nthro' and Sri Satdias Gtontira 

SihiKl Btelt ai^ find huidrdioD m SoeiaHsm or Gommoiiism of yadants . 
of tiitto ; tiMbtita hopesf tbat imdor tie In^ta slty “a syntient of- 6oti> 
and; Itseism” nity be a part of the “next pbaae in w(»rld>b^ry.” 
!tiie niisees' in India caipaot be a^ to be ooaseiotis of. tie total baitimi^ey 
of tiidr seeiat yahne. und« tbei guidinee of men bfce Synuln Ktiajiaauida. 
Seittyreii they may be dratming d a Kisan Hay ; under tbe goidaBoe 
of oOmiinna^ letdarsi Binda and Mutim, there w danger of tbdx 
xtnging tieaneelyee nnder tie ocbre-eoloured Sitaatikd flag of miHtiet 
Miidnie m and nnder the gxsni-coloared Cresceitt flag of nuKtant iakm. 
Thtanised of Kdiaa MationaUam is being diverted to other o^nnti) ; 
tittini^to tbe "Setmomie Man” may not nach tie c<»scioi»ne8B of 
aani and rrontat whom non-oeonomie eoneeptii have mooUed. Ithese 
ate tW napetsond forees tint have been forging ahead to le-mabe ^dia. 

etodtit d Znc^ hbtcnry as it is evolving ^ore hie eyes, ean i^afn 
tmtimted by tbrnn^ or be nseoneciong of their growing atrength^ d 
tiieir tiiiMlt to tie unify aid integrity of the eonntry. He eanaot watoh 
tieat witiont being moved by fears adl hopes, depressed more by the 
fb^nDot than held ap by the latter.— (/8^'d^ eoHbrU>ided bif SH Hareefl 
CMkbra Deo.) 
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The Coiuncil of State 

Budget Seuioti — New Delhi— 23rd. January to ISth. April 1939 

• 

Couhdl of Stote Bession, 'which At New Delhi on the 23ril. Jaimary 

IfM, was the first Bud^t sesBion of that HoiiBe U/ be held in ndvonec of the ABsein- 
bly and had a special importance in connection with the Oovernment of India's 
forthcoming Budget, the last that Sir James Grigg presented. 

As a revising chamber, the Council ordinarily begins its sittings some time 
after the Assembly meets and sends np Bills and other businesses. This time, 
however, some ampniU of important Ijegislation, already awnitwl its attention, notably 
the Motor V^cles Bill, which was placed on the table at irinila and had since then 
been “lying ?n state”, and the Income-Tax Bill passeil by the Assembly at its 
special Bcssion in November Ihe Upijer House was exi'cctecl to make all i'. 08 siblc 
haste with the Income-Tax Bill so as to enable the Finance Member to fix the 
income-tax rat^ under the newly adopted “slab system" and incoiToratc them in 
the Finance Bill. The Wheat Bill, whiih imposca i\n imjiort duty oC Ks, 1-8 i>cr 
cwt, on imported wheat, also awaited its passage through the Council. 

Hazaiubaoh Tuain Dlsastku 

Mr P. jV. Sapru aiid Mr. Hosaain Imam attempted to move an adiournmont 
motion to discuss the Hazaribngh railway disaster. 8ir Guthrie Ruwll^ (inci 
Commissioner for Railways, said that he would be in a position to make a full 
statement on the accident a day or two later and he suggested that the motion 
might be deferred till then. After some (liscussioii the movers agreed, and the 
Prmdenr, Sir Maneckji Dadabhvy, fixed 4 p. m. on Friday for a debate. 

MoTOii Vkhickks Bill 

Mr. iS'. Poy, Secretary for the Communications* Dc])nrlmcnt, next moved that the 
Motor Vehicles Bill, as passed by the Assembly, be taken into considcrnlion. 
Mr. Roy traced the history of the Bill and said that at every stage in the 
process of its evolution, the Government were guidcil by the advice not of rail- 
way intcrerts but mainly of provinces through the Transport Advisory Coniuil. 
Mr. Roy preaeeded to analyse the iwovisions and exjjlain the changes made in 
the original Bill by the Legislative Assembly. He reteiTcd to an nmendmonl by 
which piower of obiectiou to the grant of licence was limited to sup]diers of road 
transport only ana was taken away from railways ami inland water transmrt. 
The other amendment related to compulsory insurance, the operation of which 
would be deferred till July 1 194‘1. Interesting figures of insurance premium wei*e 
gtvai to the Council by Mr. Roy. He saitl that as far as they were able to 
ascertoir, the annual premiums likely to be necessary for the limits of insurance 
now specified in the Bill won hi approximately he as follows : Frivatc motor car ; 
Rb. 7o-8. Taxi-cab : Rs. 110. A 20 scater bus : Rs. ]S;j-8. Goods lorry : Under 2 
tons Rs. 70-8; over 2 tons Rs. 83-8. In conclusion, Mr. Roy said that he lielicved 
that the Bill, if proimrly worked, would bring motor transport under reasonable 
control, prevent the use of overloaded or unsafe veliiclcs, secure boUer driving 
and eliminate the habitually dangerous drivers. I'hc Bill had boon framed to meet 
a real public need. 

Wheat Duty Dill 

*6th. JANUAHY t—The house passed without division and witliout any amend- 
ment to-day Uie Wheat Duty Bill as passeil by the Legislative Assembly imposing an 
import duty of Rs. 1-8 i^er cwt on foreign wheat. Mr. N. It. J*itlay, Joint 
^rotary, CJommerce Department, moving consideration of the Bill, onilined die 
history of the measure and said that the duty on wheat, which had been abo- 
lished in 1937 had to be reimi»osed last Novcml)rr, be< aiise the condilions prevail- 
ing in 19:i2-:l6 had re-emergeil on account of a bumper world crop of wheat and 
low prices. Mr. /?. H, /'orAer move<l an amcndinciit scHking to exempt from tlje 
duty consignments of wheat or flour entered inwards at the roit of luiiding in 
British InOiB before 31st. December. Mr. //. G. -S’foAe.s, Mr, Aalikkar, and 


91 If^m^oomcshm eTAW ixm’mm- 

^ «HWBdBM»t. Iiliiiie Sir 4. J*. J’olro 4i|)QMd 

hmMlirf Cooigim group, i4f|Mi Utiit iro^ lemia 

Ihcoms-Tax Amendment Biij:< 

• C^fliktNoeft iuDvtnff AmendN)«Et.'B^ gm a gmnjl «*- 

flf liie pmvisiioiiB <2 tlie Bill. Eefeniug to the provisioiiB to olieok 
jjW JxaB oeeii teanam as l«g:al a\6idaiicc8 by asacsBeeB, he admitted aomd (d 
dm M oomplp, but Im aimied that if it caused headache to the tax-dodger and 
IttsadyuwrB, nobody need be worried. Another ^jeet of ^be Bill be sa^ was to 
asake the tax Bystba more equitable. Thia was achieved by a change from the 
•tap apm to me slab Bvatem. Explaining the difference between the two syatemB, 
M pointed out that under the ohmige about ffve-sixlh of the. asBeBseeB 

ooia the Iotct range would be !)aying less while about one-sixth of the upper 
•mge would be imying more, llie next im]X>rtant change wob in the machinery 
for ammsment 'and collection. The ]>reBeni Ml, he aald, divid^ the aBsiaiant 
ooraim8Bmei*8 into groups, according to the function? entrusted to them, namdy. 
the apnelm and ^xeeiitive function b. AM thcae improvementB, he claims, would 

wy bring relief to the tax-payci‘B but also result in obtaining mom revenue 
which would be distributed to the piovincos. Mr. OhaiuberB then cxidained the 
pxinc^l changes Reeled in the Assembly and claimed tluit the Bill represented 
vast improvement in the existing law an \ machinery and that it should furnish 
a foundation to the system which should be as good as in any other country. 

27t]i. dANBAIlY :~The Council today resumed the discussion on the motion lor 
the consideration of the Income-tax Bill. David J)evado»$, Bup}>orting the motion, 
felt that the assessment of the income ol the wife in a place like Malabar would 
lead to considerahie bai dshit), particidurly because, according to their law of inheritance, 
it was not the sons of the wife but those of the sinter of her husband, who inherited. 
He also objected to taxing the income of f^tates' subjects, resident in British India, 
Olid the agricultural income from Burma. The hon. Mr. P. AT. Sapru announced tliat 
the Bill generally met with his apiuDval. Apart from the fact that it stiffened the 
rigour of law for the tax-dodger the Bill by providing additional funds would be 
able to Btrengthon the dcmOi*raiic macliiiiciy of the pi-ovinces. He favoured the 
ai^cruol basis of assessment but not the t>voposal to give allowances for wife and 
children. Mr. Boasain Imam stated that he wanted the ^wovision for double income- 
tax relief to be delctetl. Mr. Imam tainted out that those concessions were granteti 
not by Indians but by thdi gunnlians. He therefore \xanted that all such conccssious 
slioulu bo withdrawn. Mr. Chamhvrs, rcj>lying to the debate, reteii-ed to the criticism 
that the bill was a tax-gatlicrcr’s Bill and said that the Income-tax Bill must nec'cssarily 
be so but he pointed out that there wore also many jmovisions rvhicJi wore for the 
benefit of the asscssco. I'lirning to the argument regarding the aggregation jhcome 
of ^uslmnd and wife, Mr. Chambers \ ointed out that under the Bill ns itr stood 
now,^on!y the income of the wife from the assets transferred to her by her husbaud 
would he afrcctcHl. On the argument « advanced regarding the agricultural 
incomes from .States, Mr. Chnmbcis rointed out that at present such ijicomcs w*^ie 
ussesHtHl when brought into British India, wlhlc tlie Bill t>roposed to tax it 
irrespective of whether it. was brought into British Tndta or n(»t.‘ The House then 
pass^ the first reading of the Bill. 

llAiiAKiBAOH Train I)is.\«tiui (coxtd.) 

The adjournment nioiutn moved by the hon, Mr. P. AT. Sapru and supported by 
tSfftid Hus&ain of Bihar over Hn/arfbagh disaster was next disposed of in loss than 

an hour after Qvthrie limsttcli'a statement which ap^l eared to satisfy the House. 
»Sir Guthrie, chief commissiojier of railways, informed that he had i-eceived the final 
report of the senior Ciovernmciit insp<H.*tor of Railways only this morning, through a 
s})Ocial messenger. *1 understand from inquiries that it is a document ot CO foolscap 
pages aild refers to many ))oints of detail. The Railway Board will examine this 
document before deciding u])on the unturc of the inquiry to be instituted into the 
disaster. The need for an inquiry has boon stressed by the Government of Behav 
ill a telegram to the Government of India, v/liich Guthrie read out. This plea 
was based u|x»i a resolution [lasscd in the Behar Assembly on Jan. 19. A. copy 
of the debate on tiiis I'csolutiotb I understand, has been not yet received from the 
Bihar Govermnent by the KsHway Boaixl. But it is being sent for'. Both Mr. P. 
N, Sarpu and Mr. iluHrain Ifuwa said that the inquiry should be uidicial and 
iiDimrttal, just as the Bihla huiuity was held by Justice Thom and which Mr. Bainra 
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|ilcif^teii4<s^ w>roc (HusHdoHcc ia llw »uii«l of ilw iraYelUup: nnMif*. 

AYthoi^ it ^ ieihuji^My a <?oms4u*c |tioti<>ii, Mr. SiiiHuV sih?c.«Ii wiw » o;u4wd in 
i vcfy mtxkjCtti^ tojio aim ihero van <tto of cHMit^orkMiH rriiicista. Hul Mr. 

i/usvain vi»iicd die »."eiio of iKyiuTeiv o, whieh lio flcsiTilicd na a 

<Cio4-for«akcu l»ia<‘e, wluit iHwitlvc eflorU wine bcinir niiulc to prevent, 

nndii iltjwstuis «i /Mture. As the ennse of liie accklonr of Kaxaribii^h. 

haitt Hamiama Da», leafier of the rniic^.Vivc I'arly, wliose Ictrer was mid out 
by Mr. M had referred to !% ^^voral raiiiouis ))revaloiit ia lUhar 

find Mr. Imun was erhiral of iljk isvt iliait the enj:inc of the tritUi 

H«*.iunlly iM&actl while only the mvhes were derailetl and (*uu;xhl fire. *Sir (jythnv 
Rny.i»dl, however, was niove than lonviiiiwl Unit it was a c.lisir «*aso of snl)ota*{e 
and wetd into uii oxliaustivc detail of the <*o!idirioii of tlie railway triWk at the 
p.nrtieiilav pla x*. Jlc dismissed the ilitMiy of s»mn*. iii^mrhwfHl Kailwav MM'vaiits binii}!; 
at the root of tlie tronhJe, hy relaliii^i wlup the .ieiioial manafior of the Jaisl Jndhoi 
Jbiiiway Uatl told liiiu finite, rceenily, in Uellii, namely, tlmt no redut^tion liad 
iicoii made since IJJJt) on this Kalhvuy. Tlie atallin^ nature of the Iriiianly was 
revcidetl w’lusi l^ir ((Uthrie, in answer to a pointed fpiestion hy Mr. timaaiH 
Imam, informctl that ‘J1 iicrsons were kilUnl and 71 iujured. 

'J'hat tiic (Jovci'iiment of fiidia will irive their earnest cunsideration lo the 
rcfpicst. id' llu! lUlmr tiovernment who tiavoseiit a telciiram iir^in^ l)u; ap|H>intmeiil 
of an impartial trilmnal to enquire into the train disusliT near iia/aiihajrh on the 
K. 1. M. in pursuance of a resolution ptissed hy the llihar Asscinldy, was the 
assurance iriveii by Sir ChUhric UammU, replying to the delute. Sir (bohrh: 
said that (he tiiial report of the senior tiovernment insitevtor on (he accident, 
has now been rei'civcil which will be jdacwl before the l-tovenimenl and will he 
considered along witii the refiirest of the lUhar Government. 

On this assurance the adjourn mciit iviolioii was withdrawn. 

Lncoxe-Tax Amkxi). lhi.i. (rosrn.) 

28th. JANUARY A division, won by the Govern men t, marked the closing 
stage of the detailed debate on the Jitcomc-Tax Jlill to-day. TJie amendment was 
movwl hy i\U*. Kam Dua PiuUulu, who sitwght to ileletc a provisi«m in Olatise 
81 ) of the llill which gave the Central (iovern men r the t>o\ver (o app )int as an 
accountant member of the npjiellutc tribunal any person not possessing the n^quisiie 
qua1ili(‘atioiis, if it was satisfied tlmt be bad qnalilicatiuns and had udc(|iiatc 
expciiciiec of a cliaraetcr which rcndercxl him snirable for ni*]HUMtmeMt to the 
niuimal. Mr. I’anlnln said tlmt this provision had I’anscd serious misgivings in 
tJic minds of the Associations of Accountants and Auditors that (liis wonltl l>c 
to the detriment of such qnaliiicil persons. The amendmont was su}>)*orled hy 
^lessrs /*. iV. Sapru and Htmujn Imam. Hir Jhiuch Gngtj o|»|osin.e: ONpiaiiuxI 
the origin of the ju’uviso and disclaimed any intention to ^h^' trilmnal. 

Me assured the Ilousc that the jwoviso wouhl neither he misused or abusc'd. 
'rile nmeiidmcnt was prcsscxl to a division by the op]>osi!ion and lost by LG votes 
lo It*. The House thcrcalicv eoncludwl the sceoml reading of the bill. 

The CouiMil next resiimeil the third reading of the llill and tOok n]> discussion of 
clause live. Mr. Santidas Askarun conqilaiiied that the Council of tr'tatc uiiilor 
the nre-wMit eoiisiitution hail no efi'eefive voice in slinjung measures like the Jncoinc- 
tsix hill, although its members were more likely to bo atHnMed bj its provisions. 
He felt tiiat such measures should he rcfcricd to a join* selcit committee of 
both the i louses as was done in Kngiand. The tipcaker asserted that the Con- 
pess I’arty in tl:c Assembly was mistaken iii the impression that they had improvcil the 
lull bv means of the com promise formula. ’They hail not ; ami provisit)ii8 of the bill 
as it^vas finally emerging from the Couiu il were likely to retard the industrial progress 
of the count ry. \Mr. htokes ]mid a triluitc to the Fiiuuico Member and his lionteiiants 
lor piloting this measure. 'I'lio Hill contains, ho ssiid, a gr-at deal of wlint was the 
result, of a compromise and as such was a great achievement for the I'itutnec Member 
who had becM able to wcM logothor so iiiativ din’ering opinions. 

'J'hc Hill as amendcil was passcil and the house adjouinoil. 

Indian Cotton Ci5ss Ait 

ilOtU. JANUARY The C'onncil passoil lo-ilay the Hill lo amend the Indian Cotton 
C’ess Act, us passed by the I/?gisIattvo Asst'iiihly, 'i'he House acccptcnl an official ninoiid- 
meiit increasing the number of members of the Indian Central i-'ottem Coiumittoe 
from ten lo eleven, the extra scat being allotted to the Hoiwbuy Cotton Grow'ing 
industry. 
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Tiie Connril nitio ) tasked t^vo othor ISilln, m pMned by tha liC^ittlaLive Assembly, 
namely, Ihe Hill furrher lo amend Ainieisr-Herwara Afunidiiaiiiics ilf^ulation and 
Uie Bill further lo nmmid the Destructive Insoets Pests Act. 

Motor Vjuiiclks Bu.l (contd.) 

'ilic (Jouniril, thereafter, rosiu^cd the debate on the second reading of the Motor 
VdiiclcB Bill. Bctorc it rose for lUhch, the Council liad dis{H)sed of clauses to 111, 
witli 13 orticial tied three non -orKehil nuiendmeiils. The Uiree noii-oHicnal nmendmenis 
wore moved by Mr. liumadits Pantula^ who also unsuccessfully attem)>tcd^ four other 
amendments. One of Mr. PuntuluV hmendmeuts, which was' aciaspted, souRlit to 
extend to co-oi^erulivc so^'iclics of privtilc vdiicle-owners tlic jirovisions of the ticedion 
1*6101111^ to co-oj>crntive insurance. Another of Mr. Pantulu's amendments, which 
SQiiirht to ttive Provincial (rovemmcnis the i) 0 \vcr to reduce the working hours of 
drivers, was rcjectc<l, after a debate which brought a rare simrkle of animation to the 
usually sedtite House. The changes proiH)scd by the amendment were an increase in 
the interval of rest after cvei^ five hours, from half an hour to one hour, the reduc- 
tion of <laily hours from nine to eight, aiid of weekly hours from od to 48. Mr. 
Pantulu based his pica on human and huihane grounds. 

Mr. 8, N. Boy explained that similar provisions were proi) 08 ed in the Assembly 
and snpix>rted by the Crovemment but were rejected, |)erhaps t\s a result of the absten- 
tion of some members of Mr* Pantuiu’s Party (t^mgress). The Government, 
therefore, did not like to support tlic ameiidniehtsin diis Housa lie also suggested 
that, if )H>wei's in the matter of fixing Che^oiirs of work wore left to inuividual 
Provinces, uniformity of rules might oe lost and drivers from one Province might 
find themselves in ditiicultics in anotlLer. . ' 

The amciidmont was lost without a division. 

llcsuniing after lunch, the Council rapidly passed the remaining ClauBC^ and 
Schedules of the Bill and Mr. 6*. N. Roy, Commiinications Secretary, moved that 
the Bill, as i^sscd by the Assembly and amended by the Council, be passed. 

The hon. Sir Thomas /Communicalions Member, replying, reassured 

the House that the object of this measure was not to sti*angle road tranBi)ort. On 
tlic suggestion tluit the Bill was the rcsidt of coinpi’oinise, Sir Thomas observed 
that he was content to accept the term “comiiromise” if it meant that everybody 
got together toi ool (heir wisdom and the result of this |)Ooling was considered as 
a compromise. He admiticd tliat tliis long >aud complicate Bill was not the best 
iiossiblc and that there might be delects, which exi)crMncc alone could reveal. But, 
tie said, it would do much to solve the problem which\it was intended to meet. 
The House then passed the Bill. Tlic House then adjourned till the 13th. Feb. 

IvAiMVAY Budget Presented 

A3tta. FEBRUARY The Counc’il of State held a short sitting this morning 
when Outhrie Russell, Chief Commissioner of Railways, presented a statement 
of die estimated cxiHsnditurc and revenue in rcsiiect of Railways. (See Assembly ^tion). 

Earlier in the moriunu, the Income-Tax Amendments Bill, as further amended 
by the liCgislative Asi^imbly, and 'the Indian Merchant Shi))ping Act Amendment 
Bill, as passed by the Assembly, were laid on the table of the Council. 

Income-Tax Amend. Bill (contd.) 

15lh. FEBRUARY Mr. A. J. Raisman, Finance Secretary, moving that further 
amendments made by the Legislative Assembly in the Income-Tax Amendment Bill 
be adopted, )xihtod out that the Assembly had made three amendments, two 
of whicn wcicofa ])iire1y verbal nature. As regards the third, it was entirdy in 
the interests of the asscssccs. The House adopted the amendments without 
discussion. 

Meuchant SiiiPPiNo Amend. Bill 

Mr. H. Dow, Commerce Secretary, next moved that the Bill to amend the 
Mcn*hant Shipfdng Act. as ]«ssod by the Legislative Assembly be taken into con- 
sideration. Heexjdainea that the main object of the amending Bill was to |)ermit 
shipping oomimnics to make M^Uons from the* salaries of seamen employed by 
thim, in pursuance of a scheme: ||(»;^insdtale provident . funds foi the benefit of their 
employees. He explained thst deductions were not, iicrmissiblo under the 

present law. , After luisBiug the B31, the House adjourned till February 18. 
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DbBATE on the IIAUL.WAV BUDCiET 

18th. FEBRUARY; -The Council of State hdd a general debate on the Rail- 
way Budget to-day. AIi*. Hossaiu /mata, 0 {)eintig tlie diacuasion, urged mat the Rwl- 
way Denartment should make all efforts to increase Revenues and reduce exixjiidi- 
tttte. Tiiat they did not do so was evident from past figures. Mr. Imam ^mplaitied 
that only those recommendations of the Ww^wood Committee which involved 
addltioiua cxiienditure had been readily adopted the Railways. 

IViudit H. N. Kunzru felt that there was a greater need to Imep oonstmt 
control over exiwnditure on the Railways, aS 4lie jxwition wm iu)t such as to enable 
them to look upon tlicm with equanimity. The Pandit mrticularly rafeired to the 
Bengal Nagpur, the Eastern Bengal and the Madras and Southern Mar^tta Rail- 
ways, all ctt whtcli had boon showing deficits for a number of year^ One reason 
for these deficits was the costly stamlard in^ f^ministratioii ^ and he advised me 
Government to insist on these railway administrations cutting down ex|ieitdi- 
tuveto reasonable limits. . , . l, ^ ' j 

• Sir Thomas Stewart, after thanking tliose who had «»ongratuIated him, leferrod 
to the difficulty of adequately winding up a tlcbate such as t^ one that had 
been held to-day. It was not possible for him to touch on all the topics that had 
been mentioiien during the ddmte. lie afiealod in inmclusion lor itatiomMi from 
criti<«. The railways were doing their best and tteit best was pretty good best Ihe 
House then adjounieil liti the 2CHh. 

ExiU.UUKn AURAH INTO NORMAL AIIIUS 

«Wi. FEBRUARY Xoii-omcinl Bills and rcsidiitions figurcrl on the order pajHjr 
of the House when it met this morning. 3tr. Ham las Pautulu moved the first 
resolution rciOmmcnding to “the Cfovcrnor-Gcncral in Council to iiitimiate to Ills 
Majesty’s Government the wish of this House that all the tmrtially c.wlttded ar^s 
and ex(duded areas within the bouiKbiries or adjoining the boundanes of the provin- 
ces in India be converted into normal areas governed by the normal administrative 
machinery of the resiie«*.tive provinces ami detdared as [larts of the iirovincc concern- 
ed as soon as iiossible.” , , , . 

Sir Jagdish Prasad, on behalf of the Government, oppos^ the rcroliiUon on 
the ground that tlic British Parliament had. not had sumcicnt cx|icrience of the 
working of the new administrative machinery craated for the areas under the 
Government of India Act He refuted Uic allegation that there \vaK any innwriajist 
design in creating these areas and explaineil tliat the constitution provided that 
neither yuirtiully excluded areas <*ould Iks convened into wholly excluded ones nor 
their area be enlarged. The resolution was rejected without division. 

PoLY<L\MY Restraint Bii.l 

Kumar Susil Kumar Roy Chowdhury, in moving the select committee motion 
for his hill to restrain imlvganiy in Brithsli Indiaj said that omiosition to the 
bill would come from Muslims most. He assured the Muslims that m the event 
of the Council atlotuing his motion, he would move for the exclusion of Muslims 
from the operation of the bill in sclwt committee,. . . 

Mr. Puckle, Home Secretary, opfiosod the motion. He said that the policy 
of the Government was that the bills which went to the root of socuil customs 
and religious liclicfs should not l>c supiiortcd unless they had the support of 
the majonty community which was likely to be affcctol by it. jiiis condition was 
not fiilfillerl in the case of the bill now before thc llousc. flicrcforc, the Govern- 
ment could not siip]X)rt it. He said that the provincial (lovernmcnts today were 
more representative of the pco])lco£ Tiulia than the Central I^gialatiire was. Chji- 
nions on the bill showed that a majority opi>oscil it. The motion was rejected. The 
Council then adjourned till February 'i.*!. 

(tovT. rruniASE of Swaokshi (toons . 

23rd. FEBRUARY ;-Thc Council also met this mouiing to discuss iio..-onw;ial 
hills and resolutions. Mr. V, Ratndas Pantulu moved a resolution rei^mmcnding 
to the Govcrnor-Gencriil-in-C^uncil ; (1) to make it obligatory for Government, 

offices connc(*tcd with the Central Government to use only bwadcslii articles if 
available in Tiulia for office equipment ; and (2) to discontinue the use oi bviMsht 
articles in these offices unless they are such as arc not maiuifacture.'l in India and 
are absolutely necesaury. Mr. M, S A. Hydari, labour secietao'i said that fwpject 
to two conditions being iiiconiorated in the resolution, he w’ould aa‘ept it behalf of 
the flovernment. These conditions were that Swadeshi articles must be of the requisite 

quality and price. The resolution as amended was adopted. 

12 
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Hindu Monooomoub Mabniaqim 

Mr. P, M Supru moved the second lesolution asking for a committee to enquire 
into fuid report on the question of the desirability of a legislation te reoAev- 
tna Hkidn marriages strictly monogamous providing for their registratxcm and die. 
smution under certmn conditions. Siri^amimt ifenoniiadno objection to the resohi* 
tion bat he differed with the method of approach to the problem. Mr. Shivlal MoUhl 
moved an amendment and he did not anticipate much oppontion to this reform which 
he said *wm overdue. Hesaidas the law stood today a Hindu could marry any number 
of wives. This state of affairs must be ended. 8^d HoBtain Imam had no objec- 
tion to the resolution provided it affected the Hindu communitv alone. Mr. V, 
JHamdaa Pantulu assured the House that the Congress party would whole-heartedly 
support the resolution. Ae a matter of fact, by an amendment moved by one 
member of his party, they had gone further than the original resolution. The resolu- 
tion, he said, did not ask for a legislation but only for a committee of enqnity 
to ascertain if the legislation was desirable and was demanded by the public. 

Mr. P. ff, ‘Puckle^ Heme Secretary, opposed the resolution on bdialf of the 
Govqi:nment. Ho said the resolution was too comprdiensive and would pro\ide quite an 
unmanageable job for a single committee. Then, again, the committee of enquiry an 
suggest was undesirable. Fear was expressed in some quarters that the referms 
suggested might make the lot of Hindu women harder just as the Sarda Act 
ledto more diild marriages. Moreover, the committee would never coma to such unani- 
mous decisions as would enable the Government to undertake the drafting of n 
BUI. The resoltttion was r^ected without a division. 

The Navy Discipline Bill 


Tth. MABCH i—Tlie Council took im to-day the Indian Navv Discipnr ^ Bill in the 
form reoomm^ded by the Governor-General. The BUI had been thrown out by 
the Legislative Assembly in the original as weU as in the certified form. R. the 
Commdnder^in^Chuf, moving that tne Bill be taken into consideration, said thnt 
it was a short and simple one. In brief, it was dengned to enable the naval 
reserve forces, when they were farmed to be brought under naval discinline. h 
W|UL in fact, an extension of the provisions of the Indian Navtd Discipline Act of 
IfiB4 to these reserves. The Govcriimeht already had power to raise the reserveB 
under the provirions of the Qoveromeht of India Act, but it must take power to 
bring them under naval discipline and this was all that was now required. 

His Excellency proceeded to explain in detail the romposition of the four 
reserve forces proposed to be created and pointed out that the full strength of these 
forces would not be reached in less than elevepi or twelve years and would most 
likdy not exceed fifteen or sixteen hundred officers and men. AU the ratings 
would be possible to secure a substantial Indian majority in the Officer ranks. Explain- 
ing the clauses of the Bill, His Excellency referred to the distinction mnde between 
fauure to attend .training and failure to attend when called into ai*tual service. The 
prpvirion regarding evidence of failure to attend laid down that a certificate purpur- 
ting to be signed by an officer appointed in this behalf under the rules, stating that 
the member concerned failed to attend, shall, without proof (d the signature or 
amx>intinent of the Officer, be evidence of the matter stated therein. An analogy, said 
His Ex(^lency, ^as to be found in the acccptnnce by courts of certificates issued 
by Chemicid Fbmminers. To require the officer to ajq^ear before a court ev ery time 
he issued a certificate would I>e imi)racticable during war time. 

The Council passed the Bill in the form recommended by the Governor-General 
by volm to 11. 

Discussion on Railway Budgei' (contd.) 


9th. MARCtt—General discussion on the railway budget was resumed to-day. Mr. 
Htmain lmam o)mned the attiu*k on the budget and diTOi‘.ted his criticism at d&ailed 
ixunts. He condemned the ‘raid’ on the revenue reserve fund in the financial year 
and said that the deficit in 1038-39 was much greater than that declared, because Bs^ 38 
lakhs, which were due to the provinces, had not been paid and should, therefme, have 
been added to deficit He welcomed the doubled import duty on raw cotton. 

Mr. V.Ramdaa Paafuiii said that taldng into account all the drcmnstaiioes, both 
national and intematioiiil^ we budget was not to his mind unreasoni^Ub He^ however, 
opposed the impositioD of raw cotton. He contested the assertion ot 

the Rlnanoe Minister thaimexpendituie on detoca as compared to other eouatiieB, was 
very low and iUimtnitedhiiaigiiinent by saying: Tfyou take one rupee liun a msu 
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UlMMeiiDiBg wa8B8.8 only the depri^ilioo of one ropee is H you, take 

»QUon riQM from ainan whoeanieeig^iiidnkina^ ilie 


Foft Bakod^ tala Earn 8aran Da$^ leader <rf Ikie OFpoaiti<», glared that the 
Fbuinoe Member had luder-eetinm^ yidds, boih ihm ibeKokm diity onmgurand 
taeome-tax. Had Sir Jamm Qiteg imt indnlimi in ^ imdhr-eetunatkm 
hate been no bodgetteddeAdt %e speaker fK^mMedT^ of^ ^ impon 

a OB foreto plecegoods and was ol that the import of machinery and 

I goods dbuld not be overtazed. 

ifr. it. H. Parker did not bdieve that i! the Britidi connection was sewed, Indb 
would be in a position to borrow dther internally or eztemally on a six per 
He tendnded the House d his warning to the Finance Member to expect ^iniaM^ 
fetnni witii Cnstoms on aceount of tiie existing hi|^ level oleostomsdati^ Mr. 
Fsilnr urged on the government to reduce the taxation of motor transport whic^he 
thought, would greatly assist to increase tiie prosperity of the country and woiw bring 
them ample compensation in. other forms. The spddter pUuwd before the House the views 
ef theBbmbay Cmambor of Gommerce on the proposed incxesse: of the duty on cotton. 
AeChamber tered, conclude Mr. Parker, tnat the inclbdou of this tax in the budget 
ini|^ ndl any chance that there was, of the central legislature accepting the proposed 
Inoo^Biitid Agmement. 


lUU Bahadur 8* K Mahata described the budget top-beaxy in character, burden- 
■ome tO’the taxpayer and step-motiinrly in treatment to nation-buildbg activities, 
though he adnutted that it had certain more pleasant features than its pnmeessors. 


Mr.. JP. H. Sapru gave the budget a mixed reception. He said that the main problem 
of India wastopvovide'scvenaes of em^oymentimd Uvdihood for the jrowing millions 
of the populatioa. He hoped that the Hanpiess of Linliihgow’s imme&te wmnathetic 
iBlesventioB in Baikot to save the Hfe of India’s greatest man was an indication of a 
ehangefor the better attitude dt the Goveenment of India. From the standpoint of 
prinolpliB^. Mr. considered the doaUing of the duty of raw cotton both unsound and 
unjnat He pleaded lor greater co-operation between an Finance Ministers of India and 
BD^^ted a coitierence to discuss the question of a coordinated financial policy. V.^e 
have in India not oneGrigg but eleven. (8%r Jamee Grtpp-*NOb No, No). 


8kr Jamee Origg, in rep^, rebutted the accusations of step-motherly treatment to the 
devutepment departments. Keferving to the other accusation of having no regard for 
Ihenemof the provinces, Sir James* Qrigg dediued that his object had been to start 
mevinoeB on their autonomous way with as good chances of solvency as could be desired. 
As for the difficulty caused by the concurrent field of taxation, the Finuice Member 
(dnted out that if and when the proceedings of the last Finace Ministers’ conference at 
BeQd were disclosed, it would be found that the proposals were made to meet that 
difficulty and those- proposals would be feasibte even now inspite of the Federal Court 
ladgment. There was, he declaired, no question of dropping the Finance Ministers’ 
Conference, but his preoccupataons with the Income-tax Bui made it im})ossible to hold 
a conference again. Defending the increased import duty on raw cotton, the Finance 
BCember referred to two extenuations, firstly, eonsiaeratiMi that one of the conditions 
prescribed for the gTant of protectioii was abundEuit supply of raw material, and secondly, 
on the ground S financial necessity. Needs must be met when the devil drove and he 
aaaured the House that the devil that drove was not Lancashire’s but Finance. The 


duty would have the incidental efiect of helping the grower and was least burdensome. 
He was credibly informed that the effect of the duty in the case of the mills, which used 
entirely imported cotton, would be one pie per yard of cloth in retail price and the 
average effiict on the whole induslry would be one-third to one fifth of a pie pew 
yard of doth. A countervailing duty on imported cloth and yarn demanded by many 
critics would bring no gain, but would only acederate tbe decline of the import of 
Laneadiiie goods which four years ago produed Bs. 287 lakhs, but had not shrunk to 
Bs. 100 lakhs. Taming to toe criticisms of the defence budget, Sir James Grigg 
pointed ont that the Ghatfidd report might make radical transformation in the solution 
of the military problem of India and untO tint transformation had taken place it 
was idle to answer questions ; answers would be oat-of-date v^ soon. He however 
invited the hon. members to consider whether India’s expenditure on defence of three 
or km per cent of the total national income waa tobe reipurcled dlsproporiionat& even 
aUbwing for her financial economic eondition, when it was known that Great Britain 
mid on defence 12M per cent., and Germany 25 per cent, of the natu»*»d 
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PBOHIBinON IN BrPRESHMENT RoOMd 

ISUi. MARCH The Council met today to oonBuler the non-oiiicial rcBolii- 
oona. Mr. Ramdan Pantulu moved a Teflolntioii rocommeiidiii{j; to the (^vemor- 
Oeneral-in-Couucil that the sale of alcoliolic liquors in the refreshment rooms 
ntuated in railway stations to the public be prohibited and no siuh liquors be 
Mpplied in each refreshment rooms except to those who hdd a license or permit 
issued :Uj thq prescribed authority authorisinti; the person hoidiiiN a 'license to 
consume or possess to personal consumption. 

Mr. A. /. Raisman^ finance secretary, inteiA’cniiig early in the 'ddiat^ said 
that the state^ of afikirs pervaHing in the railway areas was different from those 
arms in which they were situated, but he lointcd out that it was perfectly 
within the Jurisdiction of the provincial Governments to deal with refreshment 
rooma sdling liquors in railway areas just as they dealt with other liquor shops 
outsi^ the station area. Kaisman ref used to be drawn into argument re- 
garding the effect of prohibition^ on the finances of the vaduus ‘Governments 
conoerned. Frohibitiou was stitr hi an cxiterimcntal stape and .the best thing for 
them would be to wait and see wliat haiqicncd. Even if they sitbsequeiitly oecid- 
ed to start prohibition the Government would not certainly make a start w'ith 
refreshment rooms in railway areas. The resolution was rejoeted without divkioii. 

Wage STAXisTic. 

Me. P. N, moved a resolutioii ret^ommeiiding to the Goscmor-Gciie- 

ral in Council to amend the law to make it compulsory for emjtloym in protected 
industries to submit antuudly a statement of their luiiiual wage hill. Mr. *Ba|wu 


by diminatiug the causes of friction between employers and cmidoyees. He thought 
that heqmig yrm statistics would fai*Hitate immediate iHter\'entiwi by labour 
oonuniBaionm n any labour dispute arose. 

, Isbour secretary, said that the scope of the resolution 

was restricted to protected Industries while the present practice was liiat a n^ister 
wages was being maintained by c\ery fiwlory eoinh*g uiuler dm vuirviow of 
the Faetortes Act and was ot)eti to ins)^tioii by itoveniuieiit liis|)octors. He 
added tliat provineial Governments haa Imen as»kcd to suit^dy Eclcvjmt figures 
for the contpnation of reimrts on the working of the I’ayjnent of Wages Act. 

Mr. Sujpru vrithdrew his resolution. 

Inoian Musumb^ Divorce Bijj.. 

Mr, Mohamed Yakub moved that the Indimi Muslims’ Divonm Bill, as mssed 
by the AssemibW, be taken for consideraiion and jiasseil. iSir Mohainetl said that 
It muld have hepn an ideal state of affairs if the adinhustration of the ].>rovisloii6 
of^tTO Bill could be entrusted to Muslim quazis. lie niaile it clear tiiat this 
opinion was not based on any suspicion regarding iJic integrity of non-Muslim 
juflges, but on the grcfiind tliat certain fuiKiions relating to lUHrital affairs could 
only ^ performed by a religions hetul of the com in unity. He, however, could not 

sight of the practical difficuliies in giving effwt to this principle to which 
Muslima attached a great deal of im]iortai)ce. 

The House po^ed the Bill as passed by the Assembly after rejecting three 
amendments moved by Mr. Hussain Imam including one sci'kiiig addition of a 
new clause to the effect that the suits tiled under this Act sliould be transfen*ed 
to the 00 ^ of a Muslim officer when available or otherwise the district 
judge shouWtry them himself. 

Other Xox-official Bills 


Runwar Haji Ismail Alt Khan introduced a Bill to make better provision 

F«««hp«ri 

agreed to circulate the Bill nmeiidiiig the Parei Maniage 
Uivoroe Act of 1930 for the purpose of eliciting o))iiiioii on it. 

Mr. O, 8, ifomal moved a bill to provide for the submission of cortaiu state- 
{“fafs »y ™ compaiiiw ine^mrated in or carrying business in Intlia to he circu- 
lated for tlie purpose of eltciung |«iblic opinion thcrcoii. 

Mr. /low ppitosed the inrei^oti of the bill on tJic ground that it was uniieces- 
sary «« the OfHiiions reemed by the Go%*cninieut since the introduction of the bill 
were all hostile, llie collection of this kind of information desired could not be 
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«inMcted irom many coiiipiaieB and ma if it m ampiil^ be highly 

iilkMseunte. He, therefore, miggeetad that the proper way for raoNeding in the matter 
would be to woi the expuisum of the rdatiTe eianaea of thelnoome tax Act. 

The House rejected the circulaticm motioB and adjourned till Hareh Id. 

Discriminatioh nr KmryA 

leik. MARCH s~Non-official Bills and resolutions figured on t^ i^da when the 
Council met this morning. The whde lundi nitting was oocnpiid with a discussioii 
on Mr. H. N. Kumru *9 resolution, racouimending to the Govmor-General-in- 
Council to convey to his Majesty’s Oovem^ftki qf the united King^m the fedin^s 
of indignation and resentment with which the Kenya Hi^lands Order-in-Couiicil, 
which involved discrimination against Indians, was lecdved in this country. Speeches, 
expressing indignation at the attitude of the British Government suggesting retaliatory 
action, were mime, the only dissentient voice being Mr. R. H. Parker. Mr. H. M, 
Kuntru appreciate the efforts of the Government of India to advance the cause of 
Indian settlers in Kenya though he regretted that they had not- met with success. 
Mr. Kunzni regarded the establidiment of a Highland Board with a Euronenii 
majority thereon as the most objectionable feature ot the Order. Mr. Kunzru added : 
'We all are citizens of tlie Empire, but are being discriminated against in the territo- 
ries administered by his Majesty’s Government, discrimination not in favour of 
Britishers alone but all Europeans, irrespective of the fact whether they had come 
from a country friendly or hostile to Britain. 

Sir Jagdiih Prasad hoped that things in Kenya would improve in time to come. 
His own conviction was that as the constitutional advance in India progressed the 
) osition of Indums abroad would improve. Sir Jagdish asked the House to face 
difficulties with a feeling of hope and not ^ve way to anger. He assured them that 
efforts to secure justice to Indians would be continued and tlie Indian cause would 
lie pressed. Bir Jagdish hoped that racial animosity would disapr^ear and Indians 
would have no cause to feet humiliated in any part of the British commonwealth. 
Itcpiyiiig to the one specific point raised, he said that sc far as he knew, the function 
of the Highlands Board in relation to Indian property would be advisory. The 
resolution was carried, the Government not opjiOBing. 

Ikdian Commissioned Officers 

Mr. G. 8. Uoiilal moved a resolution recommending to the Governor-General- 
iii -Council that the scale of pay of all Indian commissioned officers at initial stages 
until Rs. ()00 was reached, which was inadequate, should be suitably revised. 
He said that 1. C. O. drew only Rs. 300 monthly during the first two years’ service 
of which he had to spend Rs. ^70 for mess and band charges ; tlius he was left with 
Rs. 30 only with which he was exfiected to maintain himself on the requisite standi. 

The Commander ‘hi- Chief, replying to the debate, said that it was generally 
accepted that ofrKrers of any sciwice serving in their own country sliould be given 
less salaries than foreign confreres. Indian commiBsioiiefl i-niiks of the Army origi- 
nally received as mneh salary as British colleagues but with the increase in the 
iiniuber of Indiana it was decided that Indian officers should appi-oximately receive 
rank for rank what British officers were getting in Britain. His Excellency quot«l 
figures to show that Indians had not been ungcneroiisly treated. He also pointed 
out that the difference between the emoluments of British and Indian officers of the 
same rank existed in all services not jicculiar to the army of India alone. Of tlic 
two alternative while raising the pay of Indian commissioned officers was unjustifi- 
Hble in view of the insistent demand for reduction in the cost of the Army in India, 
the lowering of the scale of iiay of King’s commissioned officers would not be fair for 
British officers. 

Mr. G. 8. Motilal withdrew the motion with the permission of the House. 

Administration of mosques in Dei.hi 

On Ihc motion of Kunwar Haji Ismail Ali Khan, the Cbuncil agreed to circulate 
for eliciting opinion on the Bill to make better provision for the administration of 
mosques in Delhi. Mr. Puckle, Home secretary, mformed the House that the Govern- 
ment’s attitude be determined by the views rec^eived. The Council at this stage 
adjourned l^tll March 22. 

Standard Weights for Br. India 

Rtnd. MARCH The Council held a brief sitting of thirty minutes to-day during 
which it passed five officifd bills, recratly passed by the LmslaUve Assembly. Mrt 
H* Dow, Commerce Secretary, raoviiig that the bill toicstablish a standard weigh. 
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Brltidi In^ be taken into conrideration, ezfdained that to questioii 
of pitoribinK a scale of standard webtoe and measttres throughout British India 
had been under eonsideration of to Government of India from time to tiimo. The 
conSritntknial position was that to Central Government was xesponrible lor the 
eBtaidishnient m standards of weights, while provincial governments were concemeit 
with weic^ts and measures. The Bill, which had to entire support of provincial 
governments, prescribed standards. The enforcements of the use of weights passed 
on these standards was a matter for provincial governments. Mr. Dow hifonuM to 
House that several Governments had to necessary illation and were awaiting to 
passage of this bill. The Bill was passed. 

Indian Merchant Bhippino Amend. Bill 

Kuttwar Sir Jagdiah Prasad nest moved tot the Bill to further amend to 
Indian Merchant Bhmping Act be taken into consideration. Me es])lained that under 
to esistiiig law children under one year of age were not taken into account for to 
purpose of compiitatioii of pilgrims to be carried on a pilgrim ship and were not 
allotted any space. This was in conflict with the provisions of to international 
sanitary convention. He further ex^ained that all ships from Netherlands and Egypt 
conformed to this convention. The Bill a*as passed. 

Insurance Act Amend. Bill 

Mr. if. Dow moved that the Bill to amend the Insurance Act be taken into 
consideration. He pointed out that to Bill made no mental changes in the law 
rei^ently . passed by the Central Legislature. It only remedied certain technical 
defects, wmch were discovered during the detailed examination of to Act. 

Protection op Designs Bill 

Mr. Dow moved that the Bill further to amend the law relating to the protection 
of inventions and designs be taken into consideration. He explained the necessity 
for amending the law in order to put a stop to to import of goods bearing pirated 
signs registered under the Indian Patents and Designs Act. The Bill was passed. 

Workmen’s Compensation Amend. Bill 

Mr. M, 8, A. Hydari^ Labour Secretary, moved that the Bill further to amend 
the Workmen’s Compensation Act be taken into consideration. Mr. Hydari iHiinicd 
out that conflicting decisions of High Courts had raised doubts as to whether on 
account of expiession '’employed on monthly wages” occurring in the deflnltioii of 
“workmen” in the Act a worker whose wages were paid otherwise than by to month 
or on a monthly basis could under any circumstances claim the benefits of that Act. 
That a worker sliould be debarred on that groiiinl alone was never the intention of 
tiie Act and hence to Bill. The Bill 'was passed. 

Cotton Ginning A Pressing Bijj. 

Mr. Dow lastly moved that the Bill to amend the Cotton Ginning and Pimsing 
Act to taken into consideration. He ])oiuted out that tlie Cotton Ginning and 
Pressing Act was passed with the objci^t of putting the tiwle in a )x>sitioii to protct*t 
itself against certain malpractices. It had bron rapresented to the Government that 
a rigid application of the Act conferred on a iicrson, who made a contract for the 
pnndiase of baled cotton, the right to reject a bale in fulfilment of a contract if it 
was not marked as requiml by the law, thereby causing gi'cat hardship to trtule. The 
Bill BO amended to patoular section of the Act as to limit the right of a purchaser 
to reject a bale. The Bill was passed and the Council was adjourned. 

^ Indian Recruitment to Railways 

flSril. If ARCH An interesting discussion ensued to-day on Pandit Kunzru'a 
rescfliition, which urged the Government to take stqis to bring about a substantial 
increase in recniitment of Indians of pure descent to to senior subordinate 
Hervice9 oentnflled by Class I railway’s and the Railway Board and, to i^rovide to 
same amenities to Indian employw as are provided for Anglo-Indian employees. 
Pandit Kiinzru explained that his resolution referred to disabilities snfTered by 
Indians in respect of employment and amenities. Speaking on the disabilities 
in respect of employment, Pandit Kunzni showed by figures ^ow the Anglo-Indian 
community had enjoyed a pi^aniderance in certain branches of railway service. 
Indiani^ it was true, bad secfind more places during the last ten years, but 
it was at to expense of Biitistois; arhilc the ijosilion of to Anglo-Indian commu- 
nity had remained unchanged. He asked whether it was a wise policy to allow 
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« community to enjoy a portion of monopoly K .*1. 

Ot^ Gommieidoaer for Reilwaye, quoted the^uovemment Reicdution 
(oetSinF that, in ^ matter of Indianiaation. ^ulo-Indians fo be inated 
iig li^diiaft. Ue also quoted figures to show that there had been no discrimination both 
in this matter dt employment and amenities i^nst Indian employees of r^l^ys. 
I^xioeeifing. he saklz—'lt is true that in certain categories of serviM Angl(>;^Indian8 
ware in a preponderanoe, but it was solely due to paucity of suitable Inwns formooming 
lor the peats. I however assure the Couneii that times have changed and so have the 
figures of employment Twenty-five years ago when I came out toIndiiL thm was 
hardly any Indian occupying a place of responsibility an Railways. It will be admitted 
that was not so to-day. The (Government, howe<^. weiJe doing Iheir best to improve 
things. But the remedy largely lay in tiie bands" of Indians. They must <»me in 
larger numbers to fill up places.’’ The resolution was rejected by 26 votes against . 15. 

PnOTEGTION OF iND. ME&CAXYILB MABINE 

The Coundl unanimously adopted Mr. P. N» Sapru's resolution, which reedved 
snpport from all sections of me House including the official benches, asking 
Government to take more active stops for the expansion and protection of the Indiim 
Mercantile Marine. Mr. Sapru desired to know what pro^'ess had hem made in this 
direction since tiie adoption of a non-official resolution on the suldect in 1935. He also 
wanted to know to what extent Indian tonnage had displaced Biitish tonnage both 
in Indian waters and in overseas trade. Pointing out that the Bhore Award, which 
had initiated the policy of mutual co-opei‘ation and aiUustment, was due to expire 
this year, Mr. Sapru pleaded that, from this point of view also, it was necessary to 
take stock of the situation. Among the steps recommended by Mr. Sapru to achieve 
the end in view, were reservation of the coastal trade for Indian shipping concerns, 
the granting of a subsidy, and the fixation of maximum and minimum rates of 
fidgEt. But ne regretted that the Government of India had ^n debanred from taking 
any action on me lines ingested by the Commercial discrimination clauses of the 
Government of lucUa Act. Ihe mover also regretted that the Government had done 
nothing for Indian shipping when entering into a fresh trade agreement with Great 
Britain. Concluding, he rexeiTed to the international situation, and observed that the 
mercantile marine could alweys be regarded as a second line of defence. 

Mr. H. Dow, Gommerce Secretary, who spoke on behalf of the Government, 
started by announcing that he was not going to opixise the x-esolution. He, 
however, regretted that the general biurden of the song was, that hithcito the 
(lovernment had done nothing to advance the interests of Indian concerns, and 
cited the instance of the Bcihdia Steam Navigation Compain which, from small 
be^nnings, had, duri^ the last twenty years, become a i)Owerful concern. He also 
minted out that the (£>vernment had entirely Indianisod rcruitment to the Bengal 
Pilot Service, which was a w^ry im|;x)rtant service. Mr. Dow funher informed & 
House that the (Government nad spent over a quarter of a crore of nipees on the 
“Dufferin” since its institution, to provide facilities for training Indian cadets. 
Turning to the complaint that British shipping concerns were not employing aii 
adequate number of Indian cadets, Mr. Dow remarked that it apiieared as if Indians 
were not being trained for the Indian Mercantile Marine. How could any one reason- 
ably eiEpect, he asked, that British Gompanies, which were tiireatened to be ousted 
from the field with the development of the Indian Mercantile Marine, would take on 
Indians cadets, and thus in a way contribute to their own expulsion ? Neverthdess, 
Britidi concerns had tried to help the formation of the Indian Mercantile Marine by 
taking cadets from the “Duflferein”. 

Referring to the agreement between the Scindia Company, and two British 
companies, Mr. Dow said, that it would soon come to an end, and if the parties 
concerned met eneh other in a spitit of co-operation, they would be able, he noped, 
to evolve an agreed plan without requiring the assistance of the Government. The 
new agreement mi^t give Indian companies some share in the overseas trade. It 
was no use (Government fixing the fare, as it was difficult, nay, practically impos- 
sible, to enforce it and ensure that it was not altered in some way or other. He 
reigretted that there was no hope of the Government granting any subsidy to Indian 
pipping concerns ; nor could the (Government reserve coastal traffic for them under 
the provisions of the 1935 Constitution Act. 

Power to Withhold Teleobamb 

Mr. Hoeeain Imam next withdrew his resolution, which asked for repeal of the 
Indian Td^giaj^ Act, and the rules made under it in respect of the censoring or atop- 
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of inc»Ha);c». Mr. Puekh, Home Secrciiiry, in Uus <•onno(^tion, explnined tliat (he 
jiower vesierl in (government by the Td<^$nk|^ Act had very rardy been esercis^ 
by the < vovcrnincnt. In regard to the power vested in the tele^praidi oHicen by telegraph 
rules, the Home Ho(*rctaTy ]X>intcd out that in id most every case, the telegraph 
authorities (Mnisulled the civil authorities of the plac*e before taking any ac^tion. 'j^he 
civil aiithoriticH, however, only tendered ailvice, and the responsibility for with- 
holding a message entirely rcsterl with the Telegraph Department. In regani to 
ii'fund, it was given, if applied for in case a message was withheld uinkr the 
Telegraph Act» 

• Intkstate SuccESHfON Among Parbis 

The Ooiiii(*i1 then )uissod, with two amendments, both moved by the mo\’er, Mr. 
ilf. Dalai* s Hill to nnieiid the Indian Hiiccession Act in rcsfHX^t of intestate 

siiccct^sioii among iVsis. The House then adjoumerl. 

CF41T1FIED Finance Bill Discussed 

2r)th. MARCH :^-^Thc Council of State held the briefest sitting of the session this 
nftcriuxm. It Hjit for exactly seven minutes, during which the Chair rewl two 
mcss»gi»s from the ( Jovcrnor-rTencral. In one His Ext>e1lcncy had stated that the 
liegislativc Assembly had fnilinl to pass the Finance Bill in the form' ret'ornmemM 
and in the other he <*crtifi«l that the isissage of the Bill was essential t4» the interests 
of British Iiulia and had rc(*om mended to the Council to pass the Bill in the re- 
comnicndcd form. 'Phe Bill was laid on the tabic of the Council and copies were 
distriimtod to the nicmliers after which the Chair annoiiiicod that it will be taken up 
lor coiisidcratiou and passage on Tu^lay the 28th instant. 

28lh. MARCH QTic recommended Finance Bill came uj> for conBidcration in the 
Ccwncil of Btatc to-day. Mr. A, J, JRaiaman, Secretary of the Finance Department, 
movoc) that the Bill be taken into consiclcration. He explained the circiimstanc'cs 
under which the Bill had come before the House in a roeommetided form. He said 
that the Counc'il was familiar with the provisions of the Bill as they had alrcacly 
l>cen explained in detail in his Budget sitccch. 

Rat Bahadur Rammran Daa. Leader of the Opposition, took a Btiong exception 
to the method of ccrtitic^ntion uBcd in the (‘asc of the Finance Bill. He Baid that 
certitication was a measure provided only for emergencies and should not have lieen 
made a normal feature, ns had been the case for the In^t five years. He aserted that 
estimates in the Budget were unclcncstimated and prot-csted against the doubling of 
duty on- foreign cotton. He announced tliat he and his ])arty would not take ])Hrt in 
the discussion of the Bill, for, in his opinion, (lovQmmcnt should have given some 
consideration to views cxin’cssod by the non-official members of the Central 
1 legislature. 

Hon, Mr, Rnmdas Pantulu, I/'adcr of the Congress Party, opposed the Bill and 
said that it was a black rocoixl for the Finance Bill to have been certified for the 
last five years. It was useless for them to partici]>ate in the discussion on the 
as it was not oiieii to them to make any changes in it. He claimed that it 
was never the intention of the framers of the constitution that metliods of certifica- 
tion should be used so often. ^It is the negation of democratic principles and the 
least wc can do is to dissociate ourselves from the passage of the Bill.” 

Replying to the debate, Mr. A, J, Raisman, Finance Societal^, said that he did 
not propose to traverse the txilitical arguments on the basi^^ which certain parties 
had decided to refi*aiii from participating in the d^te. The Finance Secretary 
challenged the accuracy of the statement made bv .uBa/a Ramsaran Das tliat 100.000 
tons of Java sugar were already float. Turning^ the statement made by Mr. Hos- 
sain Imam tlllt the institution of the Reserve Bank had led to a fall in the profits 
which the Government' formerly made fpr ourreney, Mr. Raisman said that it was 
a tribute to the integrity and im]>artiality of (lovernment policy. They had establirfi- 
ed a more or less autonomous currciicy authority and they are content to receive 
from it a certain share of the profits which it made. It w'as true that the profits 
were lower than what accrued to Government ivheii they were themselves the currency 
authority. But he claimed that the resulting advantages far outweighed the loss to Central 
revenues. As regards the criticism of the exchange policy of the Government, Mr. 
Raisman pointed out that the effect of the policy often avocatw by the critics of Govern- 
ment would be to raise five or six crores from extra taxation to meet the increased 
expenditure which it would eata& 
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The House ihe Itill, in the (brm fes’onvniendiMl by th« (iovernor- 

lEenenil by *i7 voles to 1 *, the Mtislini Lcngnc l*arty reinatntn;^ noiitml. ITic Count'll 
Aen. adjoiiriiCHl till Miindi. 

noth MARCH :— The CoTiiu'il of ^?t4ltc ftassoil by 28 \H>tes to Itt the motion 
thnt thc' bulo^Biitish Trailo A^roemont l>c aimrovcdl Tnc Oouneil llicreiifter udjourn- 
od till 4th. A)«ril. 

FoUKION ICRS' Rie(4|STRATION IllIX 

4ih. APRIC : — The Omirnl to-<lrty tmliin v> eonsidcratioii nnd imsscd' the Bill (or 
the reidstmtlon of forcijniers in. British Ihidui as imsscdby ttio Assembly. Mr. 
Puckle, Homc' SoiTctTiry.. ijitrodu(*in^ the Bill* and moviiv;!: consideration of the Bill, 
exphuRod the sarieiit fc;iturcs of the Bill. He* tainted out that the Ciovernmont did 
not intend to iMinlcu th«? Provincial (fovts. and the oiftidal^ coinMjrned with, register- 
ing the 31X),00(> Xciv4iipso, tire 8 V>;» Atjchnns and between* riO,0.]O and 60O,OJ0 
nationals of othcK coiifi ntims countries who wore resident in India. Nor did they 
intend to apply the pro visions of the Act to British subjects not domtciled. in the 
Uniteil Kin<;dom. Mr. H^apru sni>|x)rtcd the Bill hut at. the same time uphold' the 
nmcmied definition of the term ‘"fvtrei.tJCiier.” Mr. Paniulu^ who also sip{)OTted the 
Bill, explohied that tlioiijcli It. was not cntiTely sutisfa *tovy, it would . provide a Cntiive 
Govermoeiit which w;is rcs.>o:isil)le to the hv-xUlntiirc with ^towers which' the iwesent 
Government was not abb' to use. Tleidyin.ur, Mr. Packlo. said that the Government regard- 
etl with symtiathy the object of theclviU 2 :c in the dcHiiitibn of foreigners, Imt he would 
point out that flits Bill was not intonded as a retoiliatorv measure. They had other 
means, he said, of retaliation for sli.rhtiMg treatment df Indian nationals. 

The House passed the Bill without division. The Counctl then adjournedL 
The Taiiifp Bhx 

11th. APRIL: -The Tariff Bill relating to magnosium chloride, tnipcr and })a])er 
pulp, silk anil silken gooils ainl broken rice, as fuissed by the Assembly, was intro- 
diicerl by Mr. Daw, Commerce Secretary and ]hissciI with an amendment. Mr. Dow,, 
introdiK'ing the bill, announced that the amendment which he would moi^e at the 
next stage of the bill was the result of a com^vromisc reached in the Assembly 
with regard to tlic duty on wood pnlp, Tlic <^>vernment had mM*ei>t.cd that the duty 
should protective but his amendment pronded that the tariff should be 25 per cent, 
advalorem or Rs. IK) whichever was higher. 

The motion for consideration of ihe bill having been adoptcil, Mr. Dow moved bw 
amendment. By nn amendment (*arricd against the Government in the Assembly 
the duty hiwl been raised to 11 s, 115. 

Mr. Pantulu, opposing the amend moiil. said that the Council was not iiifonned hmv 
the Goycriimcnt had reachctl n com]n*omisc with the Opiiosition on the Assembly. 
Lola i^anmimn Das siip|)ortcd Mr. Paiitulu while Mr. Hossain Itnam felt tliat the 
amendment was in the interests of tlic producer and consumer. ^Ir. Dow replying 
said that it was undcrstoovl tliat when the bill was returned with this amendment to 
the Assembly it. would be accepted. Mr. Dow stressed that the Government were 
^tisfied that the duty of Rs. IK) was (puc adecpuite to give protection to wood pulp 
industry over the nest seven years. 

The amendment and the bill were then passed without a division. The House 
then adjourned. 

CoAi. Mixes Safety Bn.i. 

14th. APRIL :— 5lr. M, S, A. Hydari, I^ilwiir »Sccretary, moved consideration of 
the Bill to make fnrilicr ]>rovision ft>r safety in coal mines, as passed by the 
Ijegislative Assembly. 'Ihe mover qiiotcil fsvtia to illustrafc tltl? iioort and urgency of 
the measure. It was estimated in BKKi, he said, that there were 47 tiros in 20 different 
collieries. It was now estimatevl that the mimlmr of fires in 56 collieries had risen 
U) 74. These tires (*onstitnted a source of grave danger, not only to the mines in 
which they raged but also to adjoining mines. Explaining the two main proviaions 
of the Bill, namely, enfoivcment of stowing in the interests of safety and the levy 
to Msist in Inlying for it, Mr. Hyilari rcjdicd to the criticism that the recommen- 
^tions of the Coal Minos Committee had liecn aocci>to(l by the Government only 
in part. He referred in this connexion to a statement made in the liOwer House in 
reply to a qiie^^tion relating to the action taken by the Government on the rei’ommen- 
dations of the Coal Mines Committee, and ^Kiintcfl out that 17 out of 20 recommenda- 
tions of the committee had idreiidy been carried out by the Government, and the 
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xemaiaing 13 wem undsT .oMiiSImitoa. Tbeselm, lie Aid not thM that AhteidiieiM 
tiwt libe wvenment it«d ele^t t>v!er the xepoit od tiie GomA Mines OomihltteB Wi» 
valid. 

Mr. S^riy tothe ddbete, after Hr. Bamia% Bamttdu and lb. F. Jf. 

ffajifti had apcdm, aaia that the erifiofliBS wm aasomptioM that the 

Oannmiiieathad fiot gone far enouA in the Ml, and aeuoiidly, that it had not g i van 
alfeot to several lecommendationa of the local aiining report ne Bill iraa lha dfat 
cemprehenalve at^ towards imriementiiig the lecomauendadoas of the xaport^ hut 
that did not doae the door on xorther action. As a acatter of bet as soon as the 
echeme Iw aaad-^sowing was saooeasfiilly laanohed, the Goremmeat would tahae np 
the question of other reconunendations the report. He strongly lefmfiated Uie 
snggestfcoQ tittt the Government wtf e ander the influence of coal mining intenata. 

The House then took up consideration of the clauses of the BUI and Mr. Bapru 
. moved an amendment to provide for nomination by the Government of a rapresea- 
tntive the emj>h>yee8 on the Stowing Board. The object of the Board was the 
safety of the worfcers and the workers should, tliorefore, be represented. 

Mr. Bydariy who qiiposed the amendment, pointed out that Mr. Saprn had said 
that the Government had given representation on the Board to the non-co-operating 
associations, but he obs^*ed these three associations represented the entire industry. 

The amendment was xmccterl without a division. After brief speedieB by lb. 
Bamdaa Bantulu and Mr. Sydari on the motion for the iiassage ii the Bill, the 
measure was passed without a division. 

ITIh. APRIL The Council diBix)Bed of four bills to-day, all of which were 
carried without division. They were, a Bill to provide for continuance for a further 
period of 2 years protection confemri <m the Sugar Industry in British India as 
passed by the Legislative Assembly ; BUI to amend further the Indian Penal Code 
of Cirminal Frocraure, 1898, as passed by the Lq^islative Assembly and the Bill to 
reconstitute and incorporate the Committee constituted under the IncUan Soft Coke 
Cess Act of 1929, as passed by the Legislative Assembly. 

Cektifusd Tariff Bill Passed 

18th. APRIL The Council held its last sitting of the session to-day to 
pass the certified Tariff Bill. The Commerce Btcretary, Mr. H, Dowy movhEq^ 
the consideration of the Bill said that it was designed to give effect to. the 
provisions of the Indo-British Trade Agreement, which haa already been approved of 
of by the ConneU. 

Pandit Hirdaynath Kunzru opposed the motion and in doing so charg^ the 
Government for br^ing their solemn pledges given to the Assembly during w last 
six years. Lala Ramsarandaa endorsed the sentiments expressed by Pandit. Kunera. 
Mr. JP. N, Sap^u remarked that Mr. Dow luul made a very brief opting speech 
beeahse he realised the weakness of his case. The Government of India were^ Mr. 
Bapru said, determined to put the Agreement through and in consulting the 
Lmriature they were merely enacting a farce. Mr. Baimi, in conclusion, appealed 
to MindaB and Muslims to sink their difierences and work together with greaM 
unjty lor the establishment of an effective Self-Government without whkSthay 
could not hope to build up a stable ecooonuc system. 

The Council adjourned eine die after iiassing by 24 votes to 11 the oertifled 
Tariff Bill embodying the Indo-British Trade Agreement, the Muslim League 
Party remaining neutral. 

# 
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Budget SeidloB— New Delhi— 3fd. Februerf to ISt1i.Aptil 1939 

Public Acooukta CJoMMfTTBs Bsfoet 

The first day’s proceodings of the budget sMon of the Assembly, held at New Mhi 
on the M. FEBRUART leas. provided somciSai varied fa»e-an uneventful questto- 
hour, then an extremely lucid exposition by Mr, SaiyaMurii^oi ihe intntacies of ihe 
Public Accounts Committee's work and lastly Sir PAomaa aco^tance of 

the motion, after a heated debate, for the appointment of a Jndiciftl tribiuiar enquiry 
into the recent railway disaster at Hazaribagh. Sir N, 5<rair*a Jnsuranoe Act 
Amending Bill which nins into 37 clauses and Mr. OgilMs Bill to etisuro discipline 
in the Uoyal Indian Naval Force were next introduced. An tmlavemniole leceptian 
was acoordhl to the latter, even at the first leading stsge. The Ooutmor^Oenend 
disallowed, a few minutes previously, Mr. Asaf AWb adjournment luptioii to protest 
against the composition and terms of reference of the 'Sandhurst Committee; on the 
ground that its discussion would prove detrimental to the public interest. 

Mr. Satyamurii next discussed the Bmx>rt of the PubUc Accounts Committee. Ho 
had a preliminary encounter with the Finance Hember regarding the Gov^nment’s 
motion seeking the approval of the House for the appropriation of nearly 121 lakhs 
three years ago towards the payment of certain temporory loans put of the Railway 
Depreciation Rescr^'e Fund. Mr. Satvamiirti’s objwtion, that it implied uiiROuncl 
principle, Sir James Origg aixilogeticmly brudied aside since infallibility m Mtimating 
income and expenditure he regardea as impossible of M^hieyement mou^ he 
would not concede the point that undisi^osed of surpluses should be utilised for 
reduction of debts. 

Railway Accidents— Auj. Motion 

Mr. Mohanlal Saxena next moved an adjournment of the House and said that 
there had been a unanimous demand for an ind^ndent enquiry mto the accidents 
at E. I. Railway and he had hoi)ed that tlie Goveimment would appoint siuh on 
enquiry committee before the Assembly met to-day. The accidents, he said, had 
created a feeling ot insecurity amongst Uie travelling public and would have serious 
i^rcussions on railway receipts. Referring to the discussion in the Council of Btato, 
Mr. Baxena said that he as a myman was not prepared to believe that a heavy engine 
could jump over 30 feet. It was in the best interests of the Government and the 
railway administration to api>oint a committee. Sir Ahdul Halim Ohuznavi, in a 
fighting speech, charged the Commiiniction Member and the Railway Board for callous- 
ness in that none of them went over to see things for tbemeelveB on the spot but 
left the whole thing to the general manager, who, he said, was a person in the 
position of an accused. Sir Thomas Stewart, speaking with obvious emotion, 
denied the charge of callousness and pointed to much circumstantial evidence in 
favour of the sabotage theory— the scene of the accident geneially being high, the 
embankment near the culvert and the time being late at night and the technique 
in all cases being suspiciously similar. But a judicial tribunal he agreed to appoint 
as soon as the personal and terms of reference bad been dec'ided mjoii. The House 
Tu>.«i^i motion without division. 

India’s withdrawal from League 

4th. FEBRUARY The Assembly Iwl non-official resolutions on the agenda 
to-day. TTie first of these moved by Mr T, S, A. Cheiltar recommended that im- 
mediate steps should be taken to give notice of India’s intention to withdraw from 
the League for the reasons, among o^ers, that the League had failed i to implement 
the provisions of Article XVI of the Covenant agmnst Oovcnant-breakiug members 
of the League. Mr Chetiiai* said that never had the league failed^ more gr^’ously 
in its purpose than in recent years and referred to the case of Abyssinia, Bpain and 
China. He argued that India paid ten lakhs to the League annually and got very 
little return. 

Three amendments were moved. The first was moved by Mr. ./mAi Mldim 
to substitute in place of Mr. Chettiar’s resolution, another expresamg India’a 
dissatisfaction with the failure of the League oii major political issues and recom- 
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mending tligt liulia ahciiTld pat forwnrd before the League propoaale for making it 
a better end more «flfocti\*e inetrument to aeeotiipHidi its aims and for India’s more 
effeedve partieipation in its work and also recommending that India ihoald take 
steps to secure aioe^itance of her proi)OBalB by tlie League. Sir Mata Alt moved the 
second amaidment that unless the Lei^ue agreed to reduce India’s contribution to 
200^000 francs with effect from 1041 India should give notice of withdrawal. Mr. 
Abdul Qaiyum by a third amendmemt wanted to add among the reasons for 
withdrawal that Ureat Britain followed an utterly trrong policy in Palestine in 
contravention of Article XXII (rf the Covenant and iii disregard of Indian 
feeiiiigs. 

During discuBsion, Mr. Avanashilingam had an easy task in pointing out the nu- 
merous fiiilures^of the League and found considerable support in Sir N. N. Sircar^s 
outsixiken comment at the last session of the League denning India’s attitude. Mr. 
N, ki, JoBhi and later Mr. James and Sir Abdul all retoed to the 

valuable work of the League in economic sphere when the world reconstruction on 
the basis of rjiitemational collaboration must take place if India believed in the 
I^eague ideals making a worthy contribution. Sir Rasa Ali viewed the problem 
somewhat differently ; association witli the League, he recognised, was useful, but he 
reckoned the present cost too great With considerably reduced contribution which 
Mr. Spence ]X)inted out from the Government side, would mean a reduction from 
forty-nine to seven or eight units in the League expenditure he recommended 
staying in, but not otherwise. Mr. Abdul Qaiyum talked on Palestine as one of the 

a reasons for the withdrawal, which Sir Vamin Khan admitted, compelled the 
ms to vote for the resolution. He utilised the occasion for a slashing attack 
on Ckivemment’s Wasdristan operations. 

Closure at this- stage was accepter! by 57 to 43 votes. Mr. JoshVs amendment 
was put and rejected by the same number of votes, the Congress and the Muslim 
League parties voting together. Voting on other amendments would take place on 
the next non-official rlay as the time came for the adjournment motion on Burma 
whirdi was moved at 4-15 p. m. 

Adjournment Motion on Burma 

* If ^dul Halim Ghusnavi next moved his adjournment motion and, in doing so, 
recalled opposition to the separation of Burma as it would adversely affect a large 
number of Indians, particularly Indian Mussalmans who had settled there. 8ir Ghuznavi 
also referred to the assurances of his Majesty’s Government that the lives and interests 
of Indians would be properly safeguai-ded after separation and asking what had bexsome 
of that assurance. He added, ‘I am sure the whole might of the army, navy and 
air force would have been turned to Burma if one Euroi)CBii had been lolled. The 
liMt that the victims were Indians made the difference and left the Gkivemment of 
India cold.’ 

Sir Jagdish Prasad, in the course of his reply on bdialf of the Government, 
hoped Ihe ixisidon of Indians there could be safeguarded by negotiations on the basis 
of goodwill. If the situation should continue to deteriorate the use of other weapons 
may be forced on the attention of the Government. The suggestion had aoded 
signiffcance in view of Mr. Anantasayanam Iyengar’s definite statement that, after 
all, Burma took only 11 crores worth of goods from India against our imparts of 
26 crores and trade agreements could legitimately take into account other factors. 
The house warmly endorsed his argument that the intwests of Indians, whether 
in Burma. Ceylon or Malay States could not be sacrificed without every eflbri 
being made on their bebdf. This, following his leveladon that a party is growing 
up in BurnWk bdieving in the eviction of Indians from the country by methods m 
violence, seemed a necessary reminder that the Govei-nment of India were not so 
helpless as the extremists in Burma briieved. The question of compensation, it 
seemed, had been taken up with the Secretary of State and that the Government 
of India’s offer of help the Burma Government in the shape of police and xpilitary 
assistance atill stood though the latter so far had not acc^ted it. 

Among other notable speeches were those of Mr. James, Mr. Ananlasaynam 
and Mr. Satyamurti’. Mr. James wanted the powers of the Aj^^mt widened so as to 
include all matters and appealed to Sir Jagdish Prasad or Sir (7. 8 Bajpai to go 
to Burma on bdialt of the Gdvernmeiit of India. Mr, Anantasayanam tbraght toe 
Burma Government had alloi^ the situation to get out of hand by allow&f the 
press and youth leagues to prchch anti-Indian doctrines with impunity. 
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FEB. *39 ] DISCUSSION OF OFFICIAL BILLS 

Income-tax Amend. Bax 

6tb. FEBRUARY The amendments made by the Council of State in the Income- 
tax Bill occupied most of the sitting of the Assembly fo-day and assented with thire 
amendments moved by Messrs. Bantanam and Anantosayafiam Ayyan^r which 
were accepted by the Government. The Bill would be shutile-oocked to the Uppr 
House again and from Uiere to be passed mto law. Sir Jamen Oriog^ moving 
lor ita consideration, hoped that the H||iiie would hot be unduly ahuTneil 
by the long list of (B amendments. He assured the House that th^ introduced 
no new question of principle ‘but mainly corrected the drafting mistakes. sSome 
amendments were cons^uential to the changes made by the Ammbly or carried 
out the undertakings given there. 

In the oourse of the conrideration of clauses that followecl, Mr. Bri Frakaga 
drew attention towards the need to Improve the .amenities provideil to income-tax 
olfiecs for the comfort of the assessecs who were askeil to apiHxur there with 
books for examination. The explanation of this prooedurc <mve given to Hr. 
Sri l^kasa *by an ollicer was .that that officer wantM to 'disoover by con^parihoii 
the entries in the book relating say to payments ^to doctors or .lawyers with Hie 
books of tiiose doctors or lawyers. This, Mx. .Sri Prakasa said, was inqiilsitorisl 
proceeding and unnecessaiy. Messrs. Lalehand Navahdi and Sadri DuH Pande 
associated themselves with the demand for the improvement of income-taLX ‘Office. 
Sir James Orfgg ‘ekphtined that much of what .seemed harassment to ‘ a satss cc s 
was really extiiainabie by the experience of the deiuirtment that if ‘the retmms 
sent by the assessees were ncit scriitinked 4he revenues stood to dose .as :muah 
as 30 |)er cent. Steps, liowever, had been taken ag^st nndne hardiilim or 
carriessnesB. Regarding imiirdvement -of amenhies, w James Grigg raiuii that 
this meant money and if the Bill produced nil the money expected > 0 f Itfhcu 
some more amenities could be provided. 

INDIAN JHEBCMANT BHlfeiNO AMEND. BlIX 

The House took up farther oonsidemrion of the Bill to ameari the 
Indian Merchant &akfifpxtig Act moved la the earMer session by Sir Malurmmad 
JS^fruUah to rmdaiise the instltutiuii of provident iund scheme for searaen 
oflwers mtroducea by the iSclndia Steam Navigation Oetapany and the British 
India Steam Navigation Company. Sir Mohammad Zafarullah Khan, rcplyhis:, 
said that there was no dispute about the proi'isions of the present Bui 
but certain sitggc^ions were made about some aspects Df such schemes which 
should be borne in mind by the Government wlien ap|)rovlag them. He was, 
however, unable to give the positive assurances demanded by Mr. Joshi because 
of the desirability of starting some schemes in order to make a desirable 
l)egiuning. But, Im added, the suggestions made would be Imruc in mind by the 
Government. The Bill was then iiassed by tiie House. 

INSUBANCE Act Amend. Bill 

The House next agreal to Sir N, N, Bircar's motion for reference to a select 
committee of his Bill to amend the Insurance Act. The Bill was introduced on 
the opening day of the session on Feb. 8. Messrs. A Ohettiar, Anantasayanam 
Iyengar and 8. Santanam, in sup^^orting the motion, referred to a number of 
ixiints to which the select committee should in their view give its attention such as 
the draft rules pre{>ared under tlie Act, the exemption dven to marine insurance 
business from provisions regarding keeping of account i)0(^ and the evasion of 
provisions restricting the ))crccntage of commission payable to insurance workers. 

Jail Reform Buj. 

A strong demand for jail reform was made in the course of the debate on 8ir 
Ji. M. Maxwells motion for reference to a select committee of the Bill to amend 
the Indian Penal Code and the C'riminal piXKcdiire Oxle in order to alter the 
puninhinent prcscril)cd for habitual oifenders such ns counterfeiters of notes and 
coin« fromsimi)lc imprison men t of either description. The House passed the motion. 

The Naval Discipline Bii.l 

Moving tlie Iiuliaii Naval Reserve Forces Discipline Bill, Mr. Ogilvie, 
Defence Scrcetaiy, stated that the Bill and its objects were short and simple. 
He briefly narrated the history of Royal IXidian Navy and explaiueil the classes 
to which the Bill would aj>i>ly. The first of thei^o, namely, the Royal Indian 
Fleet Reserve consisted of the ratimrs who had servetl thar time in the Royal 
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IikUmi Nftvy and had retired on cUacharge or penaiim and wonld comaipond 
to Army Eenen’e. llie aecond^ namdy» the Rojgl In^dan Kaval Beaerve would 
eonrmond to the Boyal Naval Reaenre of the United Kingdom and would conslat 
of ofncera and men who had followed sea as a profesaion. The Boyid Indian 
Navid Volunteer Reserves in the United Kin^m and its countemrt in India 
was the Army iii India Reserve Officers. These men would he drawn from 
amateur enSinslasts and those nieniuilile mariners who wonld like to have naval 
training. The main narjx>se of the Bill, continued Mr. Ogilvie, was to bring these 
classes iin&r the Indian Naval Discipline Act The second purpose was to 
provide sanction to cmnnel xeserviats to obey summons. The BUI would corresixmd 
closely to the Reserve Forces Army Act barring a few differences. Mr. Oplvie 
then explained the provisions of the Bill. 

Mr. Bhulahhai Demi ixdnted out that by passing the Act of 1034 the 
Assembly had merely created a Navy which it could not regulate and on whoso 
funds it hud no right to vote. The dected representatives in that House took 
their stand on this principle and voted againgt the Bill then. The present Bill 
represented' the second st^e 6i a more insidious character in the Government’s 
programme. How dangerons extension of powers was intended in the Bill would 
be dear from, the fact that wbcrcas in the original Act any person whose name 
was put on the nescr^^e list could refuse to serve if he felt that such refusal 
would be in his country’s interest, the present Bill penalised such refusal by 
two yeara’ imprisonment. It also sought to penalise refusal to undergo training 
wiUi n flue of Rb. 200. This was rraucing the reservist position to conscript. 
Hw smnembered. that Sir Jdin> Anderson in a recent in England had 

stated that the Best way of preventing conscription^ was for every, able-bodied 
Plan and woman to <mer himself or hesseif for enlistment.. That might be all 
ri|^ ht Englknd but not India. Mr.. Desai' had not concluded when 9ie House 
ioae» far ths day- 

Am; Morions Disallowbd 

TEl fBBMAlY !r-The Prendeni announced disallowance by the Governor- 
GaMbraf el two ad|oaniinent motiona, one by Mr.. T. 8, A. CheiUar on tmining 
in aviition given at India’s expense to Af^n students, and the other by Mr. 
AMtcl Qi^um cm the Government^ refusal to consult the House on the report 
of Eic Cnatfldd Committee. The iVestdent Talso announced that die adjourn- 
ment motion on the noii-inchisioiv of an Indian Mudim representative in the 
FsriMiie Conference had been ^sallowed by the ^Governor-General. 

The Naval Disgiplibe Bill (Gonm) 

Ceueliiding his unAnished speech, Mr. Bhulahhai Demi declared that they 
weed not prqMed to incur anoiher unaulxcipatcd expenditure which may be 
kieurred from time to time on the giound that India’s coast line was extensive. 
It would be 8Peq»ting tlie burden for maintaining tlie British Entire, at least 
the enstem part of w British Empire safe from aggression. Anotto gnnind 
of opimsing the measure, said Mr. Desai, was the manner in whidb the House 
was being treated in Defence matters. As a recent example he referred to the unsatis- 
factory replies given to the question of Af^ns being trained in India and the dis- 
allowance by the Govemor-Gencrid of an adjournment motion on the same 
subject this morning. The Bill, he warned, was fraught with dangers so far as 
the expenditure was concerned and was fraught with poHeieson which the House 
had no control nor jxiwer to go iiito merits. 

Mr. Moyle, of the European Group, pointed out that the *3111 was a simple 
one exclumveiy dealihg with the discipUne of Indian Naval Volunteer Forces 
and was in no way impinring the general policy. He said that the only issue 
was whether India required naval volunteers and if volunteers were forUusomiog 
they must be disciplined. 

Mr. AkhU ChoMdra Duita felt that while the title of the Bill was apparen- 
tly innocuous Us reel object was the creation of an additional personnd as 
outlined in he statements and objects. He opposed the Bill which he said was 
a deep laid scheme to rone In an unwary legislature. 

Mr. Mnmh tra^ ^ history of the Navy Bill from 1927 when ix was 
hmusdit up. and It was again brought up in 1934 

when the House passed body of members had oppoM it. 

The opposition then was based on the ground that Indian Legislatare had 
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na voice on the oontnd of the Navy, financial or otherwise, but only had the 
privil^ of paying! for it. That objection fomained even now as etrongneevcr. 
Albert from the objection that the Naval forces remained under the control of 
the Admiralty and the Britifdi Government, it was expected that the Government 
would firstly create those forces mid plsM the whole scheme of rules before 
the House and then bring a Bill to provide for the discipline of the forces. 
Mr. Jinnah declared that it was Only th;s Government that could a(?t like this 
and that it was only this country w«ie fi oonld act like this. 

Mr. Ojgi/vM, Defence Secretary, in a brief rq[»ly, said that from the general 
tenor of speeches the result of the debate, as far as the members of the Omioritlon 
were ccgicerned, must be taken to be a forgone coiiclnslon. However, he would 
attempt to reply to the criticisms on the merits of the Bill. Objection bad boon 
vok«a against we rule-making powers l)eing given by the Bill to the centml 
Government The rule-making ]x»wcr8, he ixHnM out, were an executive function 
and thcr^re in the hands of the executive of the Govmiiment. It was not possible 
that the Government would make use of those fwers to create new ofTeooes and 
new punishments. The rule making iiowers could only be used to applv in detail 
the sections of the Bill and he could not give to the House iu ailvance niies wh!«rh 
hail not been made. It had been stated that the Bill intended to imiHess on iho 
world with enormous masses of reserves in India. He explaineil that the proposals 
regarding the four classes of reserves for which i>rovision was oontaiued in the Bill 
and said tiiat altogether they anticiiHited that liOO or IfiiX) resen’es could be built 
up in 10 or 12 years. This number would not uistlfy the description of enormous 
masses ot reserves and the British empire must bo in* a pcrcarious condition indeed' 
if it counted upon these 1600 reservists to impress the worich As for tiio criticiam! 
that the Bill was idl penalties ami nothing, else and- that discipline should come 
after the foreeo were created, Mi*. Ogilvic saia that all that the Bill intonded' to di> 
was to brmg. the reserves under the* Indian Naval Discipline Act. Nothing more 
was iiitendea and nothing more was wuntedL The Gbvernment harl full authority 
to raise rcBewes under the Governnumt of Indio Act ond it wns^ not raising these 
reserves that were sought to be provided m the BHl but only their dis-dpHne. 
As regards the charge of nou^cooperation with the Op))OBition\ Mr; Ogilvie thoughf 
that some of those who hail made the charge were a little dhfiinilt to cooperate with. 

Mr. OgfilPui^M motion was put to vote and rejected by 5fi to 45 votes. 

Fuuuc Accocstb Comm. Repout (coNTP.j 

When the House* resumed dneussion on the PubHe Accounts Gommittee 
reiHWt, Mt. F. Dos gave mstanees shoudng that the House was being kei)t hi ignora- 
nce about extravagant hemaaf exi)enditnre. He ojunoil that tbm was a mstinct 
encroachment on the rights and prh^Beges of the aiiditcr-gciieral and efforts were 
betirg made to redm^ the control exercised bv this officer. The members of the 
Home department^-Mr. Das sidd, came unprerpiieed to the committee. He couM not 
umlerstaim the mosoa for this as at prcsiait this department had nothing to do 
barring the administration of Ajmer-Mcnrara, Ddlu, Andamans and Nicobara. Yet 
he found the olfidalB concerned appearing without even rending the zdei^ant adminis- 
tmtiou ie|iort8. 

Mr. Bam$ukv Scott loncemccl himsrif with the iioitions of 1938^7 re|xirt 
dealing with Kailwnys, Post, Telegraphs and Civil Aviation department. Beferrhtg 
lo the loss of 1!2— 1 > lakhs yearly in the Tdegm)jh ilcfwrtmeiir, he said, if this loss 
brought down tlic cost of press telegrams this Joss may be said to be a smice of 
the public aiul therefore iiistitiable. iieuling witJi the Civil Aviation dejiartment, Mr. 

hofted that dying clubs in India, Ihotign originally started for s|K>rt, would lie 
used as a basis of foundation of Air Force reserve and help in the ddenre of India. 
He also wanted the Government of India to take interest in glkiing. llu also wanted 
the centre to lead in industrial dcvcioinncnt of India. 

Coal MiXBi Safbiy Biia. 

8lh. FEBRUARY The safety in coal mines was the objei*ttve of a Bill introduced, 
in the Assembly to day by Muhammad ZafnUlah, The Government of India, 
is was stated, appeanted a inimmittec, known as the C/oal-miiiing Committee in Oi*tobcr, 
llXKi, to inquire into the methods of extracting coal underground iii BmgaL RIW 
and the Central Provinces and report on the measures which sliould be to 
secure the safety of workers to prevent an avoidable waste of coal. The cooimhtee 
advocated the adoption of stowing, t. filling with sand or otto ineomlmstible 
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material the aiwce left by the extraction of coal to atari with in the areaa where 
there is an urirent and immediate dati^ of life or an unrent dnnicccr of a anbatnn- 
tinl loaa of tniiil. Tlie committee rccommcndorl that a (*caK of ei;rht aniuis (ler ton on 
coal inclitdinir 8«)(t coke and twelve annas i^er ton on hanl coke should be iniiioseii, 
to be tiaed mainly to defray the <*ost of stowiii);. 

Wkiohys and Mrasurrs Bill 

8ir ifuhammad Za/mllah introduced the second Bill desi^oicd to standardize 
welii;hta thronirnoitt British India. The statement of the oltjcclH and reasons slates 
that the question of iirescribing a st*ale <)f standard weights and measures thrmi^hout. 
British India has lasen under the consideration of the rfoveniment from time to 
.fime. Tlie constitutional ixisitioii is that acwonliiii; to item ol .in the federal let^is- 
lative list in the seventh schedule of the Governiiicnt of India Act, llKl'), the 
central Government is res|ionsihle for the establishment of standards of wci^rhls, 
while the provincial Governments arc concerned with weights and raciisurcs. So fur 
as concerns weitrats, therefore, it is for the central Government to prtH«crii>c flic 
standards. The enfom'mciit and use of wei^dus. based on theses staiulaivls, is a 
matter for the imn incial Govewn incut. The desirability of establisliinu: alaiiditrds of 
weights has lately lieen r^oiistantly pressed iqxiu the ( tovenimeiit of India and some 
T»rovinces are Tefiortcil to -have tlicir ^Veights and Measures Bill rcaily for intoMluc- 
tion as soon .as the ceiitrai Act cstalilishttig staiidars of weight has b^n inissed. The 
Bill aci^nliiigly has been Ywcimrcd for prescribing units of weights c*onimoiily usihI 
by nulwnjTs and tn f*ommcrce. lolu, seer and nmuiid caiid also tH)uiul, ounce, 
'liuncbredwei^dit and .ton. 

GHiLf) LAiiOt'it .PnoHimi tox Bill 

The third Bill introduced by i<ir Muhanmnd Zw/ru/Za/i sought to prohibit the 
omtdoyimcut of ehiltlren under twdlvc in the following (vcu|)atia;is : Indiriiiakliig, 
earipct^wfas-lttg, cement ittnmifactnrc including bagging of c'cmciit, cloth printing, 
dyoiirg and wending, mamtfiu'tnrc lor matches., •c\p‘losivcs, iiFoworks, raica-cmttiiig and 
apfftting, shf^Bin* mauiilactitrc., tuiiiung and wood clauiing. The ocH'iqiations emime- 
mted imsc Iweii sel«»twl they arc unhenltliy or commonly am»m))aiiiod by 

exploitaition •of laliour. Tiic proiifictai Governments, who have lieeii ■considtccl, 
weic idvcn full power to .ivinoud the scliedidc of occuinit'bns. 

rsuujt* Ac'XJorsrs <,V}M>nTrEi2's IIrport (t’oxTH.) 

Mr.. iC* SjttnUmam criticized the delay in caiTying out jthe rcconvmcndatlons of 
the Ibiblic Arnutuits Committee. He gave three CKampIcs in which delay had 
occunwd. Ton years ago a recommondation was muilo t4> lake I be cemms of the. 
KcHesiastical de|«rtment. Tlnit i'onsus had not yet bixMi co«a})i1eiL Apparently the 
Go^’cmmciit were not uilling to let tlic t<ieoi|<lc know the exa<*t amount oi the cxihmi- 
ditnre on that nct’Otuil lest there be strong protests. 

>Thc Assembly a]t]im\'Gd the appro]mation of Rs. 121 lakhs tuHuaily made in 
1t>il(5-37 from the railway surplus in tliat year for the rcimyniCTit of tciuismiiy’ hitiiis 
taken from tlic railway dc]ircciation rescnc fund. The Prumlcni ihai adjourned the 
House. 

Muslim Divoiu'e Law Bill 

Itih. FEBRUARY The v\sscmbly took up to-fhiy the considerstuui of Mr. Kazmi's 
Bill to consolhhite and clarify the twovisioiisof Muslim Lnv relating to suits for dissiv 
liition of marrbigcsby wonuu nnirriotl under Muslim Law and to icnimT doubts as to 
the effect of the i-cn uncial ion of Islam by a marricil Muslim woman on her marriage 
tic. Mr. ma<lc a brief sjK'Cch in moving iliat the Hill, as n»|H>rlctl by the 

J^clect Committer, lie taken into consulenition. Both Mr. Kazmi and Mr. Arhar 
Ah\ who supiHirtwl him, rcgrcttinl that the provision for a Muslim judge to deal 
with divorce under this Hill was flelettnl l)y the Sole!*! Committee. Mr. Azhar Ali 
IKiinted out that a Knzi was a noe<\ssary clement for interpreting Muslim IHvorce. 
!.aw. Mr. Narcdrat dealt with what ai»p«ire<l to him to he defects in the Hill, as 
it emerged from the Scleel Committee, ami he >vanl«l these iKiinls t<j be elarifuHl. 
He also eiiticisetl the provision dcjding with apostasy in ilic Hill. Mr. Afufuf 
Qayum felt tlwt the Hill, aft rci^orttMl by the Scle<*t Committee, was a better and 
clearer .Bill. On the question of. having a Muslim judge to try sm*h eases, he was 
of the opinion that, wdicre no Mus],tni judge was availnhte, it would l»o right to rely 
on the sense of fairnes** of non-Mastlm judges. The horj. Sir Zufrullnh Khan statcil 
that he had very little to, say at this stage on hclmlf of the (tovcrnmeiit. He had, 
on the occasion oi rcferaiicc to the S^oet Committee, mentioned the diflieultics. 
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ifUch would have m;ulc it impossible for Uic Government to 8up|)ort the Bill. But 

that* the 6k^loct Committee had removed these dinicultios, tlic Bill had the Koucral 
mupport 6i the Government. 

The House then ))n8sed the first reading of the Bill. 

J)uring the detailed discussion on tlie provisions of the Bill/ the House nccepterl 
Mr. Anantaaayanam Jifengar*8 amendment to delete, from among the grounds of 
divorce, the sentenoe of imprisonment for two years and u))wardi on the husband 
if be niled to provide for the wife during this ])criod. 

An unexpected division after an lioui* and a half*s <lcbatc marked the 

afternoon discussion on the Bill which to^)k ))lnee on an amcinlmcnt moved 

by Sued JHartaza Sahib Bahadur, )vho sought to exclude from the grounds of 
divorce the right of a Muslim woman to repudiate n marriage iicrformed by her 

father during her minority. The mover, who was supiK>rtcd by Sy^d Ohulam Bhik 
Nairang^ urged that normally the father would not be a ))iirty to a marriage which 
would bo detrimental to the interests of the girl. The amendment wiis opixised by 
a number of speakei's, who cited instances where fathers had acted against the 
interests of their daughtero for ixxnmiary or otlier gains. The amendment was 
pressed to a division and lost by 27 votes to 12, voting being free. 

The House next accepted two amendments by Syod Marlaza Suhib^ by which 
the clause relating to repudiation by n woman, of a marriage ixsrforined by her 

father or guardian during her minority, was altered so aft to enable the woman to 
repudiate before her eighteenth year a marriage that took ])lacc before her fifteenth 
year. Mr. Lalchand NavalraVz amendment to delete the clause, by which conver- 
sion to a faith otlior than Islam would not operate to dissolve marriage, was 
rejected, while Mr. Sentanam'a amendment, which provided that, after such renuncia- 
tion cm: conversion, the woman would be enabled to obtain a dissolution of her 
marriage on any of the grounds of divorce providccl in the Bill was accepted. 

Earlier, Bhai Pnrmanaud attcmi)tcd to introduce, among the grounds of 
divorce, renunciation of Islam or conversion to n faith other than Islam. The 
amendment was opposed by Sir Zafrullah Khan, who explained that, if it could be 
proved in a court of law that this was a rc^ognisal ground for divorce, the )K>int 
rused by Bhai Paimanand’s amendment was covered by the last of the grounds of 
divorce m the Bill namely, “any other ground which is recognised as valid for the 
dissolution of marriages under Muslim Law”. When the House otljourncd detailed 
consideration of the clauses had not concluded. 

^ ' India AND League of Nations^ 

iDjth. FEBRUARY The Assembly startcil to-day with a division whi(*h the 
Opposition won on Mr. T, S, A. ChcttUir'z resolution' a/Sking for; the withdrawal 
from the League of Nations of India. The resolution, with Mr. , AbdiUf, (^tiyam's 
amendment which was i)assc<l by 55 to *15 votes, ran thus 

“This Assembly rccoramcrwls to the Govcrnor-dcncral-in -Council that iminedinto 
steps be taken, under article 1 (Jl) of the Covenant of the League of Nations to give 
notice of India’s intention to withdraw from the League for the reason, among 
others, that the League has fuilal to implement the provisions of article 1(5 of the 
Covenant against Covenant-breaking memliers of the League,.; and also far the 
reason that Great Britain has persisted in follo>ying an ntteriy wrong policy in 
r^ard to Polestino ,iii contravention of article ^2 of the. Covenant - and open dis- 
regard of the feelings of the Indians in this matter.” 

Indo-Burma Trade ( Keg uuation ) Order 

The Congress party’s resolution,: recommending termination’ of the Tndo- Burma 
Trade (Regulation) Order, 1937, was then taken \\]}, Chaudburi Raghuhir Narain 
Singh moved it in n lUnidcn spcacli in Hindustani. The resolution .rgn ub follows :— 

“The Assembly recommends to the Oosvcruor-CJcncral-iu-CQnncU that notice be 
givMi on April 1. 1939, to the Governor of Burma for the tcrmiiiatipn of tliq Indo- 
Buriha . Trade (Regulation ) Order, 1937 ; steps be taken in, consultation . with 
tlm leaders df parties in the Assembly for tlip negotiations of h fresh traddiOgreonienit 
with ptirnia and any settlement that may be arrived at should be . subject to ratification 
by this As^mbly.” 

CkaudhuH Raghuhir Narain declared that no elaborate arguments were ntjCcsM^ 
to aupport the resolution which w'as self-explanatory; The prascnit pixwixnd^ 
^diUon of Burma was logdy due to Indian enterprise,' capital hhd labour. It was 
the nuefortune qI this cQun try that wherevev she stood to gain a situation was created 

14 
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uiulor which dissoiiHl^s oiid ifitornociTic mmrrold aro^o which wore detrimental to 
Indian interests. 'Iho ektstiny; conditions (St Burma were dis-^nicefiit and would not 
have been toleratol il Britmh interests wore involved instciwl ot Inclian interests. 
India’s exports to Burma totalled nearly Hs. 10 crorcs while im;)orts came to Bs. 25 
croiios. lithe imports from Burma constituted the necessities of life their stoppa;;o 
would ooutribate to the self-sufficiency of India as far os those articles wore 
eoncomod. 

Sir Mvhatnmad Zafrulla, replying to the debate cx])rcsscd considerable 
sympathy with the vicw)x>ints to which expression was given by the supporters of the 
resolution O' ho two lines of argument advanced one was political and the other 
economic, political field was one in which ho did not trespass because it did 
not bdoiig to his dcpartm<int and because it luul been discussed recently in the 
Mouse. The recent developments in Burma revealed a degree of deterioration in the 
relations between Indians and Burmans the cordiality of which he had been delighted 
to nodee early in 103G when he visited that country. Ho felt as much grief and 
indignation as ^inv other member of the House. He added : ‘Wo must not, however, 
forget that the relationship between Burma and India is not a temporary one. All 
of us hope that what has recently hajipcncd is an isolated instance of impulsiyoness 
and excitability on the part of a section of the people. The Burmese people are 
rather impulsive but there is behind the hapiKiiings this long tradition of fricimUn<»8 
and cooperation. The sjxKScltes on this resolution have been such that nothing has 
boon said to make it more difficult than the restoration of friendly relations between 
the peoples. Dealing with the economic asi^ect, Sir Mohaminetl Zairiiltah said that 
.he thought that on die one hand it would not be denied, not even by Sir. James or 
the Burmese people, in that Burma had done very well indeed out of the trade 
arrangements. (Hear, hear). Yet the ])icturc was not altogcdior so blank on the 
odicr side. It was true that the balance of trade was heavily in Burma’s favour 
but out of the total trade amotindng to 25 crorcs, well over 20 crores represented the 
rice, petrol, silver, and kerosene. Taking the question of rice India’s produce oi 26 
or 27 million tons was insufficient for the growing ])apn]atioA of the county. She 
was therefore compdlod to imixirt about million tons. Supposing the 
duty of eight nnrias cwt. was imjxiSQd- the ))rocoods wouhl be 1} crores. Whoi 
would pav for this ? It would maiiify bo paid by the samp ixiople wb^ produced 
rice in this country and they would pay in onlcr that the price of tLjiir owaiice 
should' rise a little. He was not saying that diis was a conclusive as^^mciit btit 
it would illustrate that tlic solution was not so easy as mi^cht l>e imagined. ‘‘The 
whole of; this matter was under tlic active consideration of the Govemiaent of 
Indfia aad.l merely wiidiieil to cmjihasisc in my observations the foot tJbit it it 
not a simple questi(m bitt there are several aspects to be studietL” 
l!h|i resoiulion was passed without division.” 

Gut i» Govt. Bbuv ant’s Salauies 

^ Sami Venkaiaehelam resolution^ recommending a cut in. Government 

set it’s salarieB, was next passed by the Assembly without division after a 00-mfohtes’ 
fkbatc during which Sir Jnnica Qntjg iii a two-miuutcs* reply declined to define tlio^ 
ifovemmcnt’s attitude. Tlic resolution asked that a (mt in the salaries of above Jfo. 

of all grades of ^idoyecs in the Government of India be iuttposed with' elfoot 
from April i, 1930. The House accci}tcd Pandit Lakahmikanta mattra'a amendiheiilt 
to xestnet the cut in sahirics of above Bs. 200. The rcsolutiou and the amendiniisiit 
when put i>cforc the llbtisc were carried without division, thq Government remainiiig 
ncutnu. The Assembly then adionrned 111]' the 13th. 

0 Boilway for 1939^40 

IStii. FfimUABY :— The railway’ cstipiatcs presented by Sir Thomaa Stewart 
in the Assembly to-day. forecast for 19IB-30 a surplus of 2.03 crores against 
a suridus of about 2| c^rcs origintdly estimated, and for 1030-10, a snriduo of 
2.13 eroreq. The revised estimate of suridus on railways for 1038-30 is less tlinn the 
actual Bu^lus of hist year by abont | crorc. The decrease is due mainly to in* 
oroaae in woiidng cnqKiiiscB^ The total traffic receipts of State linos are expected 
to xeach 94} crores -wont 1 crorc less Uian last year and 40 lakhs more tfom 
the qnjdnfd estimate!; . The total worldng exi)cnscs arc a little over Gil} ciores inclu- 
ding 12} crores or about J crorc more than lost year. The eurplus 

of 2 crores will be poid to veivenucs. It willftiil short of the full ocuttri* 

hutioii by 2} crorcs. The IMiim la the deprcciutiou fund will stand at 24} crores. 
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^ budget estimate for f^nms MBe leoeipis ^ 941 erom^-K) 

h^kB nfoielluui iii the cuiicut year. The totid wcnHuig e^qp^nm will fo 

(wii croTCB mid will bo | croxe more than in. the eurceiit year. The bim^ .ol. 
dj^weeiation fund at the end of the year will be90| crorfo. 

The gross total works programme is 15 cxorcs. Of ifkitt nmount j eroie is 
iwoposod to be spent on Sind lligbt Bank Focdicfs and Khadro Nawabshidi 
Bail ways. Its. 5 lakhs for Fithoro Tando Mithidthan and Bs. 1 lakh for 
Kasliipiir Kalagarh Bailways have also boon pfovdded. The last two projects 
arc still uiulcr discussion with th# pfovincial Govmmmonts ooiieenicd. 
Track renewals account for 49 enwes, brhlgo work for } croso, . other 
structural workL for 3} crorcs, inclndiug about a crorc for purchase of South 
Bihar Bailway, and rolling stock for 5 crorcs. The programme includes provisioii 
of about 2, GOO general service w^agons to moot increase in traffic demands, of which 
alx)ut 2,500 arc broad guage general service wagons to be addal to the pool. 
After making deductions, totmliiig 1} crorcs, from the above gross figure lor certain 
credits and for reduction in stores balance and on allowance (2| croresi, basiHi 
on p^t experience for uiiforcsccii delays in the execution of worn, or in obtailiiiig 
su])plic8, the net amount of the progtomme is 11 crorcs. 

Sir Thomas Stewart stated that Gov^ment had decided to purchase Ujis Bopth 
Bihar Bailway and the Hardwar Dehra Kailway, both of wmeh were poyiiig 
]>mimsl1ion8. lie also mentioned the purchase by two railways, the North-wostem aint 
the Madras and Southern Mahratta, oi a substantial interest in two private Umlted 
companies running motor buses on roads in certain iraiiortant areas. 

Beforring to the recent disasters on litdian railway be said : 

I regret to have to rccoitl the occnrrCnee of two major disasters^ itt the year 
under review and how*cvcr nrneh we may be convhiccd Aat these disasters bsoro 
fit>m eircumstunces libt witMii onr control, this iii no way h^HSens out tiei«se^ 
horror, or dctiaets from our eymnathy witib whn suilmd^ t do fbli 

day to enter u|>oii any controversial topics, but 1 would ask our criSirs, both 
this House mid elaeumerc, not to forget our pmit reeom in respet' ei^ Safoi^ of 
our railways. It is a psychologkal phenomcnoK not confiiied «o liMBa that d fiigo 
scale disaster may in a moment destroy the publle eonfidihwc bmit; ^ curer a 1^ 
priod oi; less ovciitful yjears. That confif^nce once drstroyedt » uo^ (Wlh^nH 
to restore, mid I would ask that no unfair obstacle— I' do not ib|br' fo 
mticism* be offered to that nmst dililcult. pro(*oss. f vewluro to th^k thM; pm ia 
ip (Pi'ie for imiiie. He coitcliulcd with an expaesskm of thai% P tp Vmfo ^ 
the hulwwy: stafi fov their cu^penvtioii in the uibuiiiiHirai^ o| bh dippilpit. 

The foiiowiiig table givcii the iM'r,(HiUal ib:m*sof the Kaywuy Budget 
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The {!ro?53 tolal works iwocrmiune is l’> crorcH. 

(U lliirt miiouiit, :f crovc is proinwcil to Iflt* spent tn» Ub.':Ht Ibink 
and Khudro N:iwai)sii«iJi Us. o lakhs fur lliliomTancki MMhakhiiii aiiu Ks. 

1 lakh IW Umdiiiiur Kidiqraih Railways kivc ulwi l*rovid<Ht. The iiua ttp piii* 
isi'ts are still uiidor discussion willi the I'minciid Guvcinnicnts cmu'criicil. 
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Tnck renewals aoeount for Ba. 4} crons, bridge . work for Be. ] cron^ other 
fltiiictiiiil wcjiHai w crores, ineluduig about a orore for purchase of South 

Bihar Raflwa]r« and tilling stock for Bs. 5 cioros. 

< The prograntnie includes provision of about 2,300 gonoml service wagons to 
meet increase in traffic demands, of which about 2,500 are broad gauge general 
service wagons to be added to the pool. 

After making deductions, totalling IS crores, from the above gross figure for 
certain credits andxor reduction in stores balance and an allowance (2} crores), based on 
past experience lor unforeseen delays in the execution of works or in obtaining supplies, 
the net amount of the i»ogrammo is Bs. 11 crores. 

Befening to the further action taken by railway administration on the recommen- 
dations made by the Wedgood Oommittee since last yeai', 8ir Thomas Stewart 
mentioned the strengthening of the commercial side of the Traffic Department on 
various railway to permit of the expansion of their activities in it^gard to publicity, 
canvassing ana commercial research, the remedial measures being tried on a large scale 
to reduce the high incidence of locomotive re^^airs and so release more engines and more 
wagons lor service, research regarding the nroduction of white metals for use iii 
bearini^s and the discovery of a treatment oi indigenous rape oil which is likely to 
make it eminently suitable as a constituent of locomotive axle oil. 

Sir Thomas Stewart stated that the Government had decided to purchase the 
South Bihar Boilway and the Hardwar-Dehra Bailway, both Of ‘which were paying 
propositions. He also mentioned the purchase by two railways, the North-Western 
and the Madras and Southern Mohratta, of a substantial interest in two private 
limited companies running motor buses on roads in certain important ureas. The 
following is the text of the Bailway Member’s speech : 

Bailway Member’s Speech 

Sir, 1 rise to present to the House the Bailway Budget for 19'<9-40. Last year, 
on this occasion, 1 indicated ^^at we were fortunate in that a scries of loan year 
appear^ to have come toan epd,. and ! am happy to be able to say that the results 
6i the year now coming to a close show no great deterioration «n our position. I 
^onjy wish that! had the confidence to clmm that the tide had turned and that wc 
could now look forward to an era of prosperity ; ^ut, in present world conditions, I 
am 'sure this House will. < agree that such confidence would lx: imiiisiificd ond we 
mi][st therefore continue to take the less imaginative, but undoubtcclly safer, short 
view of our future. 

/f Financial Brsults op 1937-38 

'When I presented the current year’s budget,, I expected that the Buri)?uB for the 
year 1937>r36 would be 2.83 crores. This estimate of the net )> 08 ition proved > almost 
exactly correct, the actual sur^dus being 2.7G crorcR. But the estimates we made then 
of reeei|)tB' and Tvorking expenses were both exceeded almost to tui equal extent (about 
i crot^. ‘Goods earnings mainly accounted for the improvement in rccoipts, the prin- 
cipal commodities contributing to it being coal, metallic ores, wheat, manufactured 
cotton gopds and grain. The increase in working cxi^cnscs is attributable main- 
ly to two causes (1) freight charges on coal, delays in the su))itly of which from tlic 
mvrkctmlier in the year tended to aug ment the trans)'ort of this commodity in Uic 
elbsiiig Ibotdhs of the year beyond our estimates, and (2) Uic heavier expenditure on 
repairs ^hsequent on the increased volume of traffic and the general rise in the price 
.ofmatcri^i^ 

4 ' BeVIBED EbTIMATEB for 1938-39 . ‘ 

, I ' '' Lefi^us turn' now to our revised estimates for the curr nt year. When the original 
"budget waf^amed, it was expected (hat the total traffic receipts in rest' ct dt statc- 
’‘OW.ued Ihies would be 94} crorc the same as wc then expected for 1937-%, and Uic total 
' working esmenses induding depreciation 02} crores. Taking into account miscellaneous 
'weipts and the net railway revenue w’ns estimated tobcoverfilf crores. 

Ipttresi diaxgcB were placed at less than 29} crores, leaving a surolus of a little 
ov» 2tf crores. Our presemt expectations arc thiat our total receipts will be 94| crores, 




anms rec^pts will exceed miscdlnncous expenditure by a quortjpr of a crorc, and the net 
railway menuc is how oxpected to be 31} ctoiri^s. After meeting interest charges 
eatiiiiiatefi’at 2^ crores, our eiff)>laa is plaeccl at a little over 2 croiesi 
. . i ^^^Aamdicamd abovc^(mr ia'ei]its ore expected lo go bcyoiid our original anticipa- 
^tUma by less tfUih Mf a crom; while our working cxi^cnses ai'c likely to go up by a 
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dOve. lu nttard to leodpts, when we framed the revised estimate for 1937-38 and the 
hiidget for 19^-3^ we did not expect 1937-38 to bo as prosperous as the event disclosed 
but. in spite of the uncertainty r^arding (genera! trade and international conditions 
and the appr^ension that conditionB . might grow worse, we expected the same 
receipts for 1^39 as for 1937-38. In our estimate of the comparative receipts of the 
two years, we are not likely to be far wrong, though the figures for both are now 
higher than earlier estimates. Wc now anticipate that our total traffic roedpta will be 
941 crores against 95 crores in 1937-38 and agaiit^^i our original estimate 6! 941 crores. 
Ibougb, up to the 20th January 19;19, appronmate receipts were level with l^t year’s 
we have two reasons for taking the lower figure for 1938-39. In the next two months, 
we apprehend a slight deterioration owing to the fact that railway coal has moved 
earlier than usual this year in the effort to rclie\*c traffic congestion in the busy months. 
Further^ towairis the end of last year, wc had the additional earnings neeruiiig from 
the abnormal Kumbh Mela passenger traffic. The trend in passenger and go^ traffic, 
considered separately, has been hitherto somewhat miusual. While the foi mer sh^'ca 
a betterment of about 27 lakhs and the latter a worsening of 41 lakhs up to the lOHi 
July^ the relative position was completely reversed by the 10th January. Goods 
eariiings have gone tip by 40 lakhs, while passenger receipts are down by about tise 
same amount. ()il seeds, cotton and sugar are the principal commodities wliich have 
contributed to the additional earnings under goods. Metallic ore and coal traffic 
reodpts have fallen cqi\|inuouBly, the latter owing to shorter leads. 

As regards expenditure, we now anticipate that working expenses, including 
depreciation, will be 63} crores against actual expenditure of a little less than m 
crores in 1937-38 and against our original estimate of 62} crores. It should not be 
concluded that this increase signifies any relaxation of our cflbrts for economy in 
operation. These continue unabated. But for several causes the increase is, we n'ar 
inevitable. This year as is well known, the price of our coal has boon higher and in the 
effort, on the lines suggested by the llailway Enquiry Committee, to increase earnings 
by affording improved facilities to the public, and to retain traffic in the face of 
competition with other forms of transport, the mileage we arc niniiing is on the 
increase with a consequent increase in coal consumption and repairs to rolling stock 
We are feeling, too, ill some measure, the effbets of our economies during recent 
years, ihe dimimshwi scale of our purchases of rolling stock in that pSiod has 
resulted in a rise in the average age of our stock, with a consequential increuso in 
the cost of maintaining it. Nor can the fact of the rise in the price of materinis 
necessary for repairs be ignored. 

Budget Estimate For 1939-40 


Turning now to the cstiinatc for 1939-40, Honourable Mcmbci-s arc aware that 
the general trade conditions and the international situation arc flill full of un- 
certainty wd preclude our making a forecast with any degree of confidence. In the 
hopeitot, if any changes occur in general conditions next year, as comiwcd with the 
current one, Amr cir^t in our revenues will not be severe oiid taking into account 
tto incidental fact that, next year being a leap year, wc shall have an additional 
day 8 earnings, we have placed our estimate of receipts a little higher than our 

crores. As between pfisscnger and 
go(^ traffic, we have provided for a slight fall in the former mid a slight increase 
m the latjer. Our net miscellaneous reedpts arc expected to show a betterment of 
SIS? J however, it is expected, an increase of S crorc in 
ordinary womng expenses, bringing down the net revenue to about } crore less than 
i* SS dcpi-eciation fund stmiding practically 

at the same figure us in^ 1938-39. The intcrcBt charges being, however, obout } 

(^friaSSsiSSst^J) ^ 8uri>lus BlighUy over the current yeoi’s 


Modest Capital Programme 

capital programme for the roiistruction of new railway lines is a modest 
I®®* r^tes mmnly to three Sind projects to which I referred in my 

inteiitol^to serve the new fertile areas recently 
SSSSEiTiV Lloyd Barrage. Of 4cbc projects, the Sind Right Bank 
Feedm j^lway, for wnich 73} lakhs has been provided, is expected to bn 
next year. The Khalro-Nawobshah lino nine will moke 
I Kgm to utform fte House that the Pithoro-Tondo Mfah.lrhan 
x^wo^ wh^ has been included in our proeTamine for the last two years is 
•tlUtin*r discussimi with the Bind Govenlment. A small sum hat ahwH^ 



M iCARe^ it «!iot4d ha nUimfttdy iloolded to iiirooocd witli #ie ecmAtmc- 
«lQti -Itic Kfliililp(Kr-|tida«j:ftfh liiin, n mc^t wlitcfii yft arc now conmik^iiig 
4n ^aidtatioii with 4sic Oovcxnmont of me United {wonnc^cs. 

^iDRcnAon Of Boxrm Bihmi Rah^way 

i^v next year’s .pro-^mme lor open line works Is cm a somewhat larger 
scxde iho curvoiit year’s. The lo^s fitcarcs are 1| cvorcs af^aiiist 12|. tpo 
latf]^^ siniidQ Item m mis nroiOMimme is tlic iwovision of aboat one ctorc for 
the ^mrc^ise of the South Bihar Batiway, for which the rentol xtokd by fjovm'ii- 
meiit i^^oor osnstins con tract works ont to ahont per cent, on .tiie pur- 
chase p^ce. It wii]l l>c readily iipprcciatc<l that, at the pi^nt rate of interest, 
the imi^liasc how is a imyin'; ))roimsitioii, and it has received the concurronee 
td me Shihdtiip; l^'iaitcc Oommiitoc for Bailways. Five croros have liecn provided 
lor :icdlliia slO(!k. I can assure (he House that this csq^cnditiirc is kept down 
tdi the Misdiutc minimum com.imtiblc wtUi traflTic requirements. 9%c djpire has, 
however, hoen adected by tlic ri^ hi (he price of iron and stoid caused by Uic 
learmameRt iwo^mmc in other imrts ci the world, to which 1 diw attention 
last year, last year .1 referred to the contracts which, as a measure of prudence 
and eoeuomy, >wc decided to enter into in 1037-.'1S with the Indian Wagon buil- 
dttig Urms lor the suindy^of Ci,(i95 broafl gauge general service wagciis to be 
s}>r^ over three years, ^le last instaiment of (his supply will be of 2,’3(X) 
wagons in 10:)9-40, and for this a sum of about 1} crorcs has hacn provided. 
For eamiiditurc on tTa<‘k renewals we have provided 4} crorcs as'd for bridj^cs 
and other stnK*tural works 3J croies. Our gross exiycnditiirc uinLr O|)oii line 
wotks, after allowing for various crodiis, is exported to be r3J crorcs. Tvi occor- 
dtmcc, however, with the practice for some yciirc. now based on our experience 
that\rnilways have been unniilo to 8]X}inl the gioss amount arrived at in our 
estimate, wc have r»luc?cd the total demand to lOJ ciorcs. Of this, wc cx]XKtt, CJ 
ciorcs wUl be met from the dciwcciatlon fund. These, Sir, arc the Iwoad outlines 
of ^c lliiandal picture. I shall now turn to a few of the other nsiHK^tB of our stc- 
wtirdshii) lor the year. 

Actios of WEnctvooD Report 


Lost year I gave to Honourable Memlicrs an indication of the action which was 
being tdceii on tlic various rccoininciiilatious contained in the Rc])ort of tlic Wedg- 
wood Oommlttcc. The Railway Board and its associated administrations have not 
ceased from the search for inorcnsc<l ediciency and a second statement has been 
imulc available to the Pldusc giving com]>lcto information ns to Uic further action 
taken. Honourable Members will oiiscrve for themselves that much progress has 
been moilc in implementing the rccommeiulations of the Committee. I would, how- 
ever, make fniocial mention of u few of our more striking advances. 

The Committee cmphasisal the nocil for strengthening the commercial side 
bh railway administration and, bearing this in view, wc have Banctioiiod ilie 
itrcatioii of ten ixists in order to expand our activities in regard to publicity, 
commercial research and direct commercial working. Wc have also sanctioned 
Uic creation of a separate commercial dc])ai‘tmcnt, as a tcm))orary measure for 
two years in the first insliuicc, on the Assam llcngul Railway. SiKxdal efforts 
arc being miulc to utilise the pulilicity value of Uic Indian press— by this 1 mean 
iicwriimiiers puiilishcd in liidia!i languages— and a camimign of coutiiuious advertis- 
ing ill rcsiieet of lower class travel has been inaugurated cxiicrimcuUilly on two 
^railways. 

^ Locomotive Repairs 

The Committee drew attention to the very high incidence of locomotive 
nipmrs as A^rcsiilt of oixirhcaUxl axle bcarimi:8. It is obvious, of courso, that a roduc^- 
Uon ill Uic Iionrs lor which a locomotive is in the rcjiairs shoiis must auto- 
-mativally release more engines for scnd(*c. Ijust year 1 mentioned that the Rail- 
way Board liad placed a tikmiot Mcclianical Engineer on 8]»c(;ial duty to investi- 
gate ithc posf^titics of diminatlng tliis all too common defect in our rolling 
fitocki mid I' am glad ^to say now that considerable progress has been made in 
sdltdiig liya iottg-sttuiding imd vc.xationH prolilcm. Wc believe that the causes 
dl ^ tmible imve bocii ddoinmtied, and hirge scale trials arc now in progress 
.to !tci^ Uie toniodidl fncssiti^ boon cvolvetl. To juBUfy onr optimism, 

I , may mention •'that Uic Imck fUdia IlallwAy has succeeded in rodtumg Uic numlier 
d jEmndm 4ue io lieated kein^gs by somertO j»or cent duiiug (kc :iast six .mouths 
we kave daiwtics. ' 


3«r iw wli^dRs arc cumccmtd-^fMl ifonoaraWtj ftoro^ioM will roali»o. iluit 
In |M)it^ Kal nninbora flAonc this Is |in:»lia^iyr a tnat'h ronrc im.^yrUnt. itdm t\\m 
fo«K)moiavc8--^ Stattiling of Hw Cn^an .Odttfcrt'ivMs AHiVi:aati*»n 

liOH now mtt lorwav^ rocomniondiUioaa Idr far^c analc tiMa on tim iiirosKi ^aii'!;i3 
n^nroyn. %tosc trials wiil be nnHertakon, bnt llmKitoritWc Mdttfiow luuH^t under- 
Mtond this 4s more than a laborntoi^ oxjHurimcitt liiid it wUl be si>inc coiisi- 
dchddo time foofocc wo liave the ddtti onfii^cli We may $ritme a dolinitc course 
td action for illic fntiue. 

<hir resenreh activities twive niso c}tlli|jutetl, In oblliiboration wiUi tiie Tiidiiin 
Stores |)opartniant, towar^ls the nrodacticyn of white metals lor use in bcariii;.:s 
and wo linvc every ho’.jc tiiat these icsoaTehcs arc a'lHyronchinjJ: n Hucccjurfnl 
clnsion. Of spofM interest to those JionoiiTablc Moiutyers who are interested in 
the use of (the ajcricnitural products of this country must Vjc the researches Mdii**li 
have restthed in tlie discovery of a treatment ot iiidijj^cHOus rajic oil whitdi siimvs 
promise of .maldii.ir it cminciuly suitable as a eonslituont of ilocomotive axle oil. 
This Navy Dwoiplink Dill (cjontd.) 

After t!ic presentation of the Railway r»ndi;ct, the Assembly by (V.) \«tG3io i<i 
refus<^ permission for the rc-iiitroduetion of the Navy iHsciplinc Bill recommended 
by the (lovoriior-dcneral. 

Employment of Oihldiien lliiiL 

The House then took up the bill to amend tlie Employment of Children 
Ain. io ns to |>rohU)it Uic cmpWmont of children under 12 in certain dangerous 
or unhealthy oecn]»ations. \^\x ZafaruUnh ATAan, movint; thcblll, .)K)intcd ant that, 
the royal labour cxymmissioii had suiJj^cstcd an u'^^e limit of 30 years, but as 
roeommondod by the ])roviiiccs the (fovurnmont of India had lixctl the a;j;e at 13. 
Mrs. SiUibarayan, wcleominjji; the measure, dadared that her pleasure was tempered 
with rc;0^ct os tne bill was not eomprdiensive onou{j;h and did not ^^o far enough. 
Welfare :propai!;aucla had boon doiiii]; some far, but the need for Ie;!;iH- 

lation to supplement welfare activities was an ' urfi;ent necessity. The House 
mi;roocl to the first reading of tlic bill and then took up consideration of die 
clauses. 

Mr -AT. Jf. Jxishi moved two amciidmisvts, one seeking to raise the age limit 
from 12 to lo years and tlie otlicr to withdraw the ])owcr given by the bill to tlic 
Itroviuciiil Ciovornraent to omit from the list of dangcrons aiitl unhealthy oienpa- 
lions given in the schalulc. Tiic lirst was rcjectetl and the second was passed. 
Mr. Manu, Subedar moved an amendment for the addition of a proviso to the 
cifc.'.t tliat the prohibition of the employment of cliildrcii iiinlcr 12 shall not apply 
to any scliool established by a provincial (.lovcrnmeiit or receiving assistaiiee ami 
recognition from a provincial (iovernment. lie* cx)daiiicd that under tlic Wardha 
scheme of cilucation some of the industrial }>roccsscs mcnlioiiod in the A(*.t might 
be earrictl on, but they should not Ihj treated as a workshop. Mr, Jos/ti (onsiiici'cd 
the amendment unncc'cssary bccaucc the jirohibition of child hibour would a])jily 
only to jdacos where hired labour was employed. Mr. Bhulahhai dhwii iiointcd out 
that without the amendment ])rovinciaI (loveunments might not be aide to start 
schools under tlic Wardha scheme. Air. Am:y Hn]>|X)rtctl Mr. Desai’s phscrvatioiis. 
Sir ZafaruUah Khan explained that there were no sihixils under the Wardlni 
S(hcmc nt present. Wlicn they were staHcd in a sndicieut number and if there 
was tlicn any aj>i»rclicnsion of the Act working adversely, it would Ihj the easiest 
thing to amemt the Act. Since, however, the House ap))carcd in favour of the 
aiiKMidmciit now, he had no objcH'tipn. 

The House then imsscd the bill nsnmciulod. 

Indian Merchant Biiippinij Amend. Bill 

Sir CL S, Bajpai iivtroduecil in tlic Assembly t4Mlay a bill to amend tlie 
Indian Aferchant Shipping Act. The statement of oi>jiM*ls and reasons explains that. 
ihc Act IX excludes from the dciiiiitioii of a pilgrim a child under one year of age 
and further empowers (ho (Jcniral (fovcriimont to diri!<*t by tiotilicalioii that two 
IHirsoiiM of the age of one year or upwards and iimlor the age of 12 yusirs sliall lx* 
rivkonud as one pilgrim. 

Coal AIini« safety Bill 

After a brief debate the House agreed to rtfer to a select oommittec Sir 
ZnfartUiah*$ bill to make a fiirthiT pnivision for safety in coal mincM. Mr. Akhil 
cUiandra Batta, inoviiig the roferoiice of ihc bill to n seleel <*omnutitee, humI 
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that the subject was one of ii;Tcat complcidiy and some of the portions of the bill 
were hi^ly controversial. There was no dispute os ro^anls the main principle 
of the safety of workers and the conservation of resources. The differonce of opinion 
would be on the question of tlic ccss to be levied. The House then adjoiirnca. 

Muslim Divoucb Law Bill 

14th. FEBRUARY The Assembly had an interesting debate to-day on the Anal 
Btap;c of Mr. Muslim Divorce Bill. One witnessed markedly divergent views 

expressed by two members of the Govcnimcnt. Sir ZafruUah seemed ^ratiAed with 
a measure whose outstandin;; merit, he claimed, was that it eiiuiiGiatod in clear 
and precise form tlic various Krouiuls of divorce wiicreas Uic Law Merntwr sought 
to cool the ardour of the reformcis like Mrs. Subharoyan^ contending that the 
Bill, far from bcin^ a measure of advance, really went back to ancient prnfdice 
and wondered whcdicr Hindus desired a similar ^'oin^^ back to 4,000 years a;i;o. 
(yonvorsion to Islam, the Law Mcmiicr acully suir^cstod, with c.\ami)los iii BeuKal 
in his mind, would be one way for Hindu women to secure divorce witliout 
diAiculty. 

There was a warm debate at an earlier sta^e over Mr. Afurtaza'a amendment, 
Inyinp; down that Muslim Judges alone were competent to try cases under the Act. 
The law Member )x>inted out administrative diHiculties in Kivin^ cfFcct to such a 
provision, addiii)]; with emphasis that, on prinrd])lc, the (rovernment could not 
n(‘cc])t what amounted to a reflection on the judicial integrity of non-Muslim Judj^cs. 
Messrs. Aney, Asaf^ Alt and Abdul Qayum all 0 )>)) 0 sc(i the amendment from 
dilTorcnt ix>ints of view while Mr. Nairang and Sir Raza Al^' saw definite odvantai'cs 
in such an arrangement. The amendment was ultimately rejected by an enormous 
majority though Hir Zafrullah out during the third rcadin^iC debate that 

no cincstion of principle was involved. Ultimately the House amidst acclamation 
passed the Bill. 

Cb. P. C. Amend. Bill 

Over Sardar Sant Singh's Bill to amend a section of the Criminal Procedure 
Code, dealing with the hardship arising from double punishment in certain cases, 
Hir Reginald Maxwell^ on belialf of the Government, ofFered strenuous onfiosition, 
reminding the Assembly that a similar amendment hod been negatived on two 
previous occasions. Nevertheless, the House dechled to refer tlic Bill to a Select 
Committee by 41 votes against 30. Tiic House tlien adjourned. 

Assistance to Hand-made Matches 

Llth. FEBRUARY : — An inno(*ciit looking resolution moved by Mr. Sripraknsa 
for assistance to the manufacture of matches in cottages develo])cd into a Arst class 
debate to-day and brought Mr. Uhulabhai Desai and Sir Janus Origg out on the future 
of India’s c(;onomic ixilicy. Mr. Bpy/e, of the Euro)>enn group, resisterl the motion 
as^a menace to the foreign industrialists now oi)erating in India. In the heat 
that was gcneratal Mr. Joshi's idea for a humane treatment to tlic hibourcrs in 
the factories fell rather flat. Mr. Bhulahhai Desai took the debate to a very high 
plane when he dismissed even the argument of loss of revenue (estimated at 
almut Be. onccrore) ns something worth facing if ixxiple in the cottages could 
by manufacturing miitches add to their daily income even by one pice ]>cr day. 
And he categorically enunciated the Gongress view : T would rather give my 
money to Kasturbhni or Ambalul mthcr than to Hmith or John or to Okumara, 
for my money would remain in India and it would be ))0ssiblc for me later to 
take it hwk from Kasturbhni or Ambulai.’ 

Against^tlns dadurntion of economic policy by a member of the Congress 
llif'h Command which had the backing of tlic entire Indian elected block in the 
1 louse, Sir James Grigg stronj^ly protested ns the Finance Member was anxious 
to protect the revenues of tliis country. But B)>caking as an Englisliman he 
bluntly nskcil : Ts it your Congress programme tliat no non-Indian should (*arry 
on any industry whatever,* and when the Opmisition benches by ejaculations 
answered in the nfFirmativc, Hir James Grigg could only retort ivith Herr Hitler’s 
latest theory applicable to Germany : 'Germany must cxixirt or die,’ meaning India 
must export or die.’ This threat did not avail the Government, for the resolution 
was carried by GO votes against 43. 

Statiih of Women 

The House then took up Mr. .Jinaraja Hedge's resolution rO^mmending the 
apimintmcnt of a committee to examine and report the present iidsition of women 
under the existing laws with siiocial reference to the rights oi maintonanco, inhoritauco, 
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mlht i^v6lvd ft «ll ^bstftdon uii%ar a(M8 AH 

ImUmg ftftineetft ^ iikftidve 

Hr. B» Pan introdnood ^tlie jBitl to ftmotid the fadittn f^tiiteB (iirotecrtton 
Hifdfection) Act d! «o im to iftolee door 
odEftiaitteft ^dor the Act ootild only tolco iJflft'^o in tho tcma x)r 4;1ie 
tife^^MU^tloos wove dm printed or vhora the ftiittior of a or 

ahookcit ft doenmeiit uBiiwly redded. >0ii8Qii id the \mt ^eii iK^worftd 

iaterefits statted the f)rofie(nftioa Of an fOdltor in the nlH(5C u*here tite oftoiidini; 
doeumont had h^ md, thereby canatug »iiiidnc hard^luiie lor dte ;efht^ or the 
ftOther to d^end hto case. 

Mr. Jfo^anfo/ daxena introdncxdlft hill tO(Mife»^ tlic lightH and liiterestfi of 
Indian nationals abroiid. Tlic oi'-corrUng to the Mtiitcn[iQiit of objects and ^TeaBons, 
was based on the re(H}gniBcd ac(*C)itod princijilc of recdproiaty wliiic laying don'll the 
loddlng principle for Hafognarding Indian riglus and interests against in\*idioits 
difK’.nmination.. It left the (lovernment and the Icgishitiirc free to exendse imfcttorecl 
discretion in deserving castM ivitU duo re^^tird for siiccial tdrciimstHiurcH. It cnsiired a 
fieriod of six months for further negotiations in cveiy etwe anrl if a fUdincnient Htate 
remc<lied the wrong and ac^copted a satisfactuiy solntion during the iienod it would 
iiot lio affecteri. 


■Dr. O, r. Denhmukk moved reference to a Kelc<'i Committee of his bill to give 
the right to divorce to liiitdu women. Mr. ^ajona mov(Ml that discussion on Dr. 
Dcidimiikh^s Bill be t^ostiHined till the next day for non-ofK(‘iul bills, lie cxpbiincd 
that be was not actuated by any nvitives of obstvu<*tioii but so far he hod received 
only one page of o] anions on the bill which hud bmi circulutoil for opinion. Ihal. 
page contained oninions of obs(;ure croiiors like l*ant, ripioebt and Coorg (InitgUtcr). 
llic House agi'ccu to i)Ost]K)noment of further discnssiuii of the Bill and adjourned. 


Voll.tg Qii RftBway Bemands 

ftOth. FEflBUARY ‘The Assembly to-dny tlisiMisseil demands for gi'ants under 
the Bailway Budget. Mr. Satyamurthi niovod a cut of Bs. hi) in the demand for 
the Bnilway ikxird in order to censnre the (lovernmciit “for rheir hiiliirc tt) evolve 
and follow along range policy regarding Bail way finain*e'*. Mr. JC. Snntmmm^ HupiKU't- 
iiigMr. Hatyamurtlii, advocated a tlirocfoUl iHilicy of Bailway administration. Mr. J?. 
/Ms, snpiHirting the cut, held that some of the rail u'uys since the bist four years, bad 
Ixicn ninniiig at a loss. What spccdul control, lie askctl, was being apt died by the 
irinaneial Commissioner to tl c railways. The House divblwl on the Onigress 
Tarty^s cut motion and it was passed by t)3 to 40 votes; 'I'hc Muslim League, the Eiivo- 
l>can group and the ( vovcrnmciit voted together against the motion. 

yix, Avinnnhilingam Chettiar then moved niiotlicr cut of Bs. h>»iii (lie demand 
under the head of the railway board, to disiuiss the manor of tlie lndi!iiiiy.ntion of the 
higher services of the railways. Mr. Chcttiar refernMl to tlie appointment of Indians 
as agents to the railways and as members of the railway board anti askctl bow many 
more years it would Uikc for complete Indianisation. lie charged the (iovenimeiit 
with arran^ring things in such a way that there should be pennaiient importation of 
men from Knglaiid. This reservation of the policy in favour of the Eurojieans was 
totally wrong and should be rcjcctetl. 

Beplying to the debate, tSir Thomaa fitewart iiointnl out tliat the mover Itad bastil 
his case on one or two insfancos. He, however, asstM'ted that li.eligiires really si low- 
ed that there had liccn an honest endeavour to ivork the poll -y laitl clown. Brioi* to 
liiyiiig down n isilicy of systematic Inclianisatioii in BlJti, (he pefcoiibigc of the Indians 
in 1t)J4-2o waiOtl.ll, while in 10;17-I1S it was 52.33. This represented an increase from 
:Kr» tootlS. 'l1!b numlwr of Ihiroiioan olficers hiul decreased from T:52 in B)2l-25 to 
IM) in V.137-38. Turning to the recwiiitment figures -direct or by (rromotion -he 
fKiinted out that out of a total of lb5 the mimlicr of the Indians was l it), of the 
IrbiToiKsinK 45.. In liKJ7-;18, of the 21 ^xtrsoiis rec*rniLcd only threse? were EiirojK\ins. 
Tlicsc^ figures, he addotl, were made with reforonee to the communal proportions 
prcw^rilHsl ill the 19IH rcsoliition of the House. He added that the figures cpiotod only 
rcforrcfl to Tccruitmciit to the Htatc-miimigod railways. TJie c^omisin v-mamig«l railways, 
though not compelled by tho^fovarwraenb had also fallen in with the retinest of tJio 
t^fovcnimcnt. Thei>cr<*cntage o(;tillio Indians in the services of the tompany-maiuu^od 
THilWuys bad risen from 17.74 in 3924 to 44.39 in 1937-: W. 

-ilic mannfiu4weof )n<Ua W«w nvgoil iii the c«otitHe serf the deviate 

on thf^ htixt cut of Its. l()04ioilcl^ not stasting this industiy. 

jfe* Mdfi^anlal Saxenaiwmii^^ :eat, to Uathiic teusaa^i mnai^ui 
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it dotiT whetlier^e^iMiii}leot^nn,6f lopom^^^^ wmilabea 
oomuiiaRadi p^jioftitioii. Me was n^t iitrenared to admit iliat #ie ^vovernnKutt had broheii 
anyppmie^ and veminderl the Mcnifle that dfoiiB had hecn imade pince li^l to aet up 
eudl.B lactoi^, hut titis did not prove a aucccfts. ICef emng to the argument of eoirtiiing 
aeKHmfdoieucy. he^ioiiited out that oven iddi afactoity lor Wcunot^^^^^ manufacture the 
flttuatidn would not be A^ety much didbront, as a large percentage of matcriala lor die 
manulaotttre 'would atiti have to be imported. Thoae who atresaed the artfiuiipt of 
ceUevlng unemployment, he continued, forgot that for ndieving unep]do}merit #im 
muat he a conatant flow of work coming to Huch a lactoi*^ and thin could wot be 
guaranteed, ft haa been insiated that the railw^’R constitiitco a commercial de|uulme»t 
and they must be woihed on commercial lincH. If this waa to be followed, the d<»:att- 
imit could eertaihly not buy for 18 annas what was AvoHh only 15 aiinaa. He Liere- 
forexmiPOB^ the motion. Ihe House, On the contrary, accepted the motion without a 
dkiuoR. 


A reduction in the aalarics of railway officials drawing Ks. 2f.O or more was urged 
in the course of the debate on the second cut motion moved, on behalf of the Kational- 
iat party, by Mr. Lalchand Navulrai. Mr. Navulrui ostimated that a gradotl cut would 
efToot a waving of Rs. three or four crores which could be uacclfor prd\'iding nrociiifiia 
to third class passengers. A Congress Minister, he said, was getting only Rs. 5(X) a 
month. Sir Xhovias Stewart strongly opTK)scd the cut. Mo was still haxy aliout the objec^t 
of the mover. The pay bill of the Railw^’ department was Rs. lioi crorcs of Avhich 
Bs. three crores . wont to the Clar.cttc<l stair and the remainder to the non-gatsetted atatr, 
that is, those drawing about Rs. 'M) or below. A 10 per cent, cut in these snlaries 
would bring onlylis. ;KJ lakhs; and if tlie c.utwas extended down to tliosc drawing 
Bs. 200, between Rh. 6() to 8U lakhs saving would result. This >vas not a coiiHidemble 
sum. The salaiy scales had already been reduced during the last tJircc or four years on 
a grided scale ranging from IKJ per cent in the higher and 10 per cent, in lie lower 
suaries. This in due course Avas cxpcM'ted to cfrc(rta saving of Rs. '1^ crores. Rut it 
liad been stated that the cut w as in iiursuuncc of a general tlieory that nobody Hhould 
have remuneration on the scale on which (he railway officers had. Why, he asked, 
should the mil way officers be singled out for the purpose fur this s])Ociai treatment. 
Throughout ^the past months tlie railway officers had been subject wl to veiy cruel 
treatment indeed. If on the top of this a suggestion was made that their ]>ay sliould 
be out it would result in demoralisation of the services that dcsorveil Imltcr. 

The motion was pressed to a division and carried by 58 voles to 43, the Muslim 
League party voting for it. The House then adjourned. 

Otaa. FEBRUARY The first of the cut motions to ^ moved to-day by the 
Muslim League party was moved by Maulvi Abdvl Ghani to discuss the inudequate re- 
presentation of Muslims ill the railway services. The mover in an -elabroate 
atatisticid speech gave a detailed information us to the percentage of the MuRlims 
in the different railways and the different railway servii'cs, and declared that at 
the present rate it would take IK) years for tiic Muslims to obtain tlicir ])ro])cr 
miota in the hifdter services, nearly 120 years for the siib-ohlinutc servh'ce. Khan 
iiihadur IHracha, suimortiiig, said that there were only about one lakh of Muslim 
out o{ about seven lakhs of railway' employees, making a pci'ccntugo of 2.20 in 
1900. Mow it was 22.2. This indicated the inadequacy of Muslim xciireHcntatioii 
wldtdi, said, was an old and unending tale. 

w Baza Alt had tw*o suggestions lor the Government to consider in an 
endeavour to remedy ^e inadcquai^y of Muslims in railway services. He suggested 
tlmt Ihe Ck>veFnmeift ^ould toke the same steps for raising the Muslim quota 
aa it stook in ^^ing cffeift to the Xnduuiixatiou programme. He admitted that 
It vroold gm^er ’be difficult to give cffoit to (‘ommiimd proiiortkuis. Another 
•QgaeMlim iwhich he imd to offer was that an iiitermcdiaie Tctundtmetft shoidd 1«e 
hnmmid .waiting for the Musltins to rise #om liic lowest grade. Whore 

IheBe Ml i w4ll , he deetared, them was altvays a way. 
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Bir Thomas Stewart^ replying, felt some doubt as to whether there was complete 
and precise understanding as to the exact obligations and liabilities of the Govemment 
of India for the breach of which they were now being accused. He explained the 
1934 resolution which was the charter of tlic minorities under ^yrhich the ' Muslims 
were to get 25 per cent. Befemiig to the sii]>erior services he pointed out that out 
of 13 recruitments in 11)34-33 on the State-managed railways there wore three Muslims, 
giving a percentage of 23.1. In 1933-36 there were six Muslims out of 24 with a per- 
centage or 25. -Ill 1936-37 there were two Muslims out of 18 recruits, or 11 per cent. 
This was because one of the selected Muslims was disqualified by the Medical Board, 
and two persons were required for siiecial qualifications. In 193(-.')8 there were four 
Muslims out of 18 recruits representing 22 per cent. In the com]>nuy-managed rail- 
ways there were five Muslims out of 26 rcc*ruits in 1034-33 ; three out of 18 ill 1935-36 : 
nine out of 16 in 1936-37 , nine out of 4C) in I9;)7-38. This gave the total average of 
20 ner cent, in the State-managed, and 26 per cent, in the company-managed railways. 
Referring to Sir, Baza Ali’s suggestion to accelerate in the same way as they did in 
the Indianization programme, Sir Thomas Stewart denied that there was any deli- 
berate policy of extra wCightnge ndt)])ted by the Oovernment in connection with the 
Indianization programme. In the subordinate sc' vices, he continued, it was not 
possible to apply the 25 per cent. in-oi)ortions ns a fiat rate on all the raMways. It 
could only be treated as an overall figure with latitude to vary it according to the 
density und ^)opulation of the territories ecrccHl by any particular railway.’ The per- 
centages of Muslims therefore varied from (HJ i>cr‘cent. in the \. W. Railway to 11 
cent, on the M. S. M. Railway. He also ))ointC(l out that Sir Raza All’s sugges- 
tion of intermediate recruitment had been anticii)ntc<i and there were orders ^ich 
enabled 20 per cent, recruitment froiu outside. In this also appropriate share was 
given to the Muslims. 

Mr. if. A. Jtnnah, replying to apt^cal not to press the motion, pointed out that there 
was great anxiety on the part of the Muslim Leslie party on this question and they 
wanted to leave a landmark to beacon for Sir Thomas Stewart’s siicoessor on the 
records of the House to remind him of the demands of the Muslims. He assiired the 
Railway Member that it was not intended as n censure and regretted his inability to 
withdraw the resolution. He noted with regret that Mr. Paramnnand had introduced 
the old and hackneyed slogans. He apnealm to ilr. raramnnand and the Congress 
Party, who w’ere dumb all through the discussion and considered themselves above 
all such considerations, to realise the actualities instead of merely assertihg theories 
of the oneness of the nation. 

Mr. Satyamurthi, explaining the Congress attitude, declareil that they were intent 
on attaining the freedom of the coui'try as early ns possible with the cooperation of all 
others. They did not w’ant to interfere in the domcstie quarrel between the Europeans— 
the smallest community in this country which cnjoycHl the biggest re)>resentatioTi— and 
the Muslims. Why should there bo a qurrrel ou tins issue ? llis party would be glad 
if ihe whole treasury benches were f\ill of Jinnahs and the railway board filled with 
Ziauddins. (Loud Laughter). The Congress lielievcd in the ; ecd of gb'ing adequate 
representation to nil the comninnitics and the Congress Governments following this 
policy justified this generosity. (Cheers ; cries of ‘no, no’). He concluded by ap})eeling 
to the House to trust the Indians rather thar non-Indians and not to put tnist in 
the Princes or the Government of India. The motion w'as accepted w’itn,>ut division. 

Mr. Ashar Alt moved the last cut motion of the Muslim I^eague party to dis- 
cuss Uie detailed admiiiistrution and the general ])olicy of the Railway Board. He 
criticized the board on tlie ground that the pow er vested in them was transferred to 
the general mfmajgerB of the railwAys witli the result that there was no common policy 
and whatever decisions the general managers took the board endorsed them. 

Bir Thomas Stewart said that in the debate there was a mixture of quite a num- 
ber of subjects which had already been debuted iu the earlier cut motions. It was like 
serving the various portions of the debates which the House had already listened to. 
Uis reply to these delmics was there and he was sure the House did not want him to 
repeat them. TTie motion was passed without division and the House adjourned. 

Mfh. FEBRUARY &— M|. Mill^, on behalf of the Enroi)ean Greup, initiated an 
interesting discussion over nis *'cut” motion suggesting the formation of an independ- 
ent ’’Safety Squad’* for raihvays. Though he had no criticism to offer in respect of 
ofiicers deputed to enquire into, causes of accidents, ho felt that public apprdheiisiona 
were not unnatural, feadiiig to m demand for jiidicirl enquiries in the cases of 
major disasters. Much Imtter, he thought it would be, if investigating officers were 
divorced of all control by the Railway Board and all expectations fro.n tliat quarter. 
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Sir Abdul Hulim Ghatnavi a{;ain hud a fling agauiet the E. I. R. for thdr neglect 
of certain recommendations of the Thom Report particularly for allowing certain 
officifds to continue in service. Mr. Santanam made l^is support to the proposal 
conditional upon acceptance of a Judicial tribunal in ev^ case involving loss of life. 
whi(^ Mr. Jhmea thought went beyond practicability. /Mr« Jo^hi seemed ddightcd 
that this proposal should at last have come before the House through the European 
group, but Mr. Pands smelt a rat that the demand was being whittled down in ^is 
ration. Sir Thomaa Stiwart revealed that he had already taken action by asking 
the Railway Board to submit a scheme for a self-contained cadre of Inspecting 
Ofitcers, who would be independent of Railway Board and directly under die 
Government of India, 

Later, Mr. Jbahi, over a **cut'’ motion chorged the Government of India with break- 
ing promises, particularly as regards the introduction of the Hours of Work 
Convention. He reiterated the demand made in previous years for the establishment 
of a provident fund for all railway employees. He considered the extra cost of Rs. 
50 lajchs a mere trifle in view of the relief it would bring to thousands of workers. 
Mr, Gadgil, lucid as usual, supf^ortcd the demands on behalf of railway workms, 
but Dr. Ziavddin came into conflict with Mr. Joshi over his suggeftioa that communal 
unions should be granted recognition. Mr. Ranga warned the CommunicadonB 
Member that railway labour was seething with discontent on account dl the 
Agents’ UP willingness to grant rec'Ognition, mentioning in this connection the long 
delay of over two years for restoring the recognition of the B. N R. Union. The 
contractors, he observed, exploited workers without scruple, and a minimum wage was 
essential to safeguard the interests of the poorest naid workers. Bir Thomas Stewart 
seemed not convinced by Mr. Joshi ’s plea that half U; crore per year for pro- 
vident fund for railway woikers was justifiable expenditure out of railway revenues. 
Even if th.? proposal was confined to Btate lines, he said, the expenditure would 
amoun-. tn Rs. 27 lakhs per annum. Regarding the B. K. R. Union, he thought 
considerable progress had been made towards the establishment of satisfactory rela- 
tions Slid \he model set of rules, which the Railway Beard had recently received, 
would, he thought, make considerable difierence in the future. 

BoUi the out motions were accepted by the House. 

Mr. K. Santanam then mpvea the last of the cuts on the Railway Budget 
demandM, to reduce the demand under the head “Railway Board” by Rs. 70,f)00 to 
urge apou the Government the need for effecting economy particularly in working 
expenses. The motion .was oprpsed by Dr, Ziauddin and Mr. F, E, James, Dis- 
cussion had not concluded when the guillotine was applied, and the remaining 
demands were put to vote and passed. Tne House then adjourned to Februaiy 27. 

Weights Standard Biix 

27tb. FEBRUARY ’^hc.A^'^cmbly passed to-day the Bill to establish standards of 
weight, and the, Bill further to amend the Merchant Shipping Act, 1923 and the Bill to 
amenc* the Insurance Act, 1938, after brief debates. Moving for considei'ation of 
the iirst Bill, Sir Muhammad . ZaJr,ulJah Commerce Member, traced the history 

of the efforts to: establish a. uniform standard of -weights and explained the cons^i- 
tutionul position undep which the Central Government was responsible for tlie 
establishment of standards of weights while the pronneial Governments were 
concerned with weights and measures. The bill was then passed with minor 
amendments. . , • . 

Merchant Shipping Amend. Bill (contd.) 

FAv Girja Shanher Bajpai^ moving the Bill to amend the Merchant Shipping 
Act, explain^ that it was intended to remove the conflict between the Indian Law 
and th provisions of the Int^'national Sanitary Convention, 1926, under which 
a provision was to be made in pilgrim ships in respect of each person, irrespec- 
tive of age lor an area of about 16 square feet in between the decks over and 
above the space reserved for the crew. The House passed the Bill. 

Insurance Act Amend. Bill 

. The Bill to amend the Insurance Act, 1938, moved Sir N. N, Sircar, wRs 
next passed bv the House with minor changes. 

Inventions Protection Bill 

Sir Muhammad Zafrullah. Khan then moved for the consideration of the bill 
further to amend the law relating to. the protection of invention^ and desUns which, 
heexplained, was: mainly, to. prohibit, the import of articles which infringed the 
patents already existing ui India. The Assembly passed the Bill, v 
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Ck>Ai< lira»i SiAf^fY Bn {mmni,y 

Sir Muhammad ZafruUa tite moved tie to maie fiarlier 
provkion for safety ip obal mincs^ aa reported by the ac^t committ^be taken 
&itoe«mflidkrataon. Sir Mbhammad briefly explained the aims of the Bill which in 
the prat place was int^ded to aecnre for safety in coal mines. The necessi^ for 
nbiU aroae ont o! the conditions that now prevailed in tlm cosd fidda in Jharia 
and Eankanj where the main work of extraction now was. from pillars that had been 
left standing. The Bill would also help in securing conservation of. coal resources of 
these mines. The Bill proposed to confer on the mining inspector the power to 
provide for safbty in mines by sand stowing etc., to lery for oefraving the cost of 
such stowing. Mr. B. /'os, supporting the motion, hoped that rules be framed iiud<r 
this bill which would beplac^on the table of the house, llie discussion had not 
concluded when the hruse took up Mr. Asaf Ali*s adjournment motion. 

Adj. Motion— Delhi Eubctric Supply 

Mr. Asaf Alt at this stage moved his adiournmmit motion and charficteriBe4 
as scandalous the yxisition in regard to rates for dectric (mergy in Ddhi. The 
company’s generating cost was much less than two pies ])er unit but the 
company sold it at about ‘Ji annas per unit at ])rcBeiit. If the Delhi 
XAUuicii^ty were given the distributing license they, it was expected, ivould 
be able to sell power at about one anna but even if they had to sell it at a 
slightly higher rate the profile, if any, would go back to the ratepayer unlike 
the profits made by the company now. By revising the grant for distributing licence, 
the local Government had sold the municipality liound haiul and foot to the comj*any. 
Sir Mohamad Zafrullah referred to the enquiry made by Ml*. BadclifF and file 
finding of that indefiendent exiiert was that the proposal of the Delhi municipal 
committee was impnuctloahle. Nevcjrtheless, the CLiei Commissionm* of Delhi took 
advantage of the opportunity offerc<l by tlie ap]dleatio]i for distributing licence and toox 
ttp the matter with the company who would eventually make reductions iii the rates 
wr bulk as well as domestic consumption. For the former category the rediiciion 
was i^m three annas to two annas i«cr unit up to five lakh uiiits and fitim hvo to 
one and half annas |ier unit above five lakhs unit, while for domestic consumption 
the reduction was from il.l5 unit to 2.75 pcr iuiit. The Delhi consumer had thus 
made very good business out of it. 

miotioii was pressed to a division and lost by 56 to 44 votes. The Assend^ly 
tlmn ad}otmied tIU the next day when the Budget was presented; 

Btawmliia Slateimt te WM# 

Mki, WZZMAZM: James Qrigg; introflticed to->day his but%ct for 

The eafimtea show a deficit of 50 klfiis, alter maki^ peovisioii lor— 

(1) Introduefiou of slab system m iftcome^tax instead of st«> system; and 

(2) reduetioa: di excise duty on khandsari sugar hx>m Ke. 1 to B aniuia ]x>r 
Cwt, yiclduig k revenue of 5} lakhs. 

^ The only other change in taxation Is the doubling of the impon duty on 
raw (^tou expected to yield 55 lakhs which will more than cover tlie dehi4t. 

The Finanee Member hoped fiiat the iucrcusefl duty wouM pi'omote the grow^ 
ing in India' of fiie longer staples of cotton (bl which ov^ 7(0,000 bal^ 
were imported annually)* 

t$hr J^es coBcludKl by making a plea lor poBtieid recoiwiliation. ^Wifiicut 
this,** he said, ^'Central and Premneial Govevninents alike in India must 
Hal in the gieat task allotted tor them of raisiiq;; the standards of life of 
the poopk*** 

Btnc^Err at a Glance 
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The fdhwinf/ is a summary of the Firumee Member- s speech : 

^ L l9B7-tl&^The financial year closed on balance Bs. Ill lakhs better 

than was anticipated In, owing to a redaction of Bs; Olaldut 



^ vM. |i£ wmAmiiOj fos lar 

II teqpeii^^^ miA an iBotme of Bs. 22 hXtm ia xovanue. 'Cho amount available 

p m B0¥Biiii0 Bmte Fund to be earned forward to I2D8-29 was thua increased 
mp Ba« 75 mba to Bs. 1,06 lakhs. Aindnst this, howenrer, has to be set off 

a balance of Ba*^ 33 lakhs due to the Proviuoes on im accoimt of their share of 

taotone^tax for li^-36. The unexpected rise of Bs. 40 lakhs in income-tax receipts 
(wfoch with a fu^er Bs. 43 lakhs under Corporation Tax counterbalanced the 
laB of Bs. 82 lakhs under customs raised the amount to be paid to the provinces 
under the Niemeyer Award to Bs. 1,63 lakhs as compared with Bs. 1,25 lakhs 
distributed in March 1938. ^ . 

The Beviseo B^timateb 

2. 1938-39.**The recession in trade which set in towards the close of 1937-38 
was much sharper than was anticipated, and the fall in customs receipts, now esti- 
mated at Bs. 3,67 lakhb, is the mam factor in the net revenue deterioTation of Bs. 
2,92 lakhs, '^ere is a net reduction of Bs. 18 lakhs in expenditure, in which the 
rttuction of Bs. 1,13 lakhs in the Civil estimates (due mainly to economy measures) 
haa more than made up for an increase of Bs 1,U0 lakhs for the Defence Services. 
The result is that an estimated surplus of Rs. 0 lakhs has been turned into a deficit 
of Rfl. 2,65 lakhs. 

Under Customs, the only rises of note are In im)K>rtB of machinery and raw 
cotton. The totpl deterioration of Bs. 3,67 Inkhs is due to a general shortfall under 
most other heads, particularly artificial silk fabrics and yarn and certain other textile 
items. The receipts from motor spirit, taking customs and excise together, though 
also very much lower than the budget estimates, still show an increase over the 
actuals of the previous year. On the other hand, rhe receipts from tlie Jute export 
duty are now expected to reach the budget figure of Bs. 4,20 lakhs with the result 
that thm should be no reduction in the amount payable to the jute growing 
peo^llces. Central Excise duties are likely to show a rise of Ks. 49 lakhs over the 
bud^ estimates, the main increase being under Sugar. 

The revised estimate for Income-Tax shows an improvement of Bsf 79 laklis, 
of whiph Bs. 35 lakhs go to increase the distributable )>ool of income-tax. As bow- 
eyar tae railway surplus is estimated to be Bs 51 lakhs less than the budget figure, 
Ilia amount payable to the pi^ovinces becomes Bs. 3.12 lakhs, as comt>ared to the 
biidlfet forecast of Bs. J,28 lakhs, ivhich with the Bs. 38 lakhs due for the previous 
year, igsies the tot^ for distribution this year Bs. 1,10 laldis. 

increase Bs. 1,00 lakhs in Defence ex)>enditnre » the net result of 
inemto nouiiting to Bs. 2,16 lakhs ami reductions totalling Bs. l,lfi lakhs. 

ir'measuiieB which ^ are mainly res}X»mible for the reducrion of Rs. 
. 1 estimafos began with tlie BUB)>enBioii of all new schemes in 

Al^l lb38; When tlie trade recession first liecnme serious ; later in the year a 
ooihiEi^ttee ji Secretaries, presided over l>y the Home Member, examined expenditure 
in; detail and enforced all possfole ec'onomies that did not involve the retrenchment 
cm jifBmmmK staff or the cessation of valuable activities on the imrt of 
Goyeriiment. 

The reniaindaF of the ledoction in exi^enditnre is accounted for by a net fall 
of Be; 24 lekhs under Interest, owing largely to a decease in the volume of Post 
Omoe; Cash; CerrificiMes presented for payment and in the rate of interest payable 
Bank Depoiuts, partly set ofi* by an increase in the dtscount on 

Bto’cmie Esdiiiates for 1930-40.-«->Tfae estimates of ordinary revenue for 
1996MO stoouait tc Bs. 82,15 laMis. 

Bcdqet EsTpiAtE 

The bud^t estimate for Customs provides for a real incrcss of Bs 35 lakhs over 
tho rerioed esrimate lor 1938-39 (though owing to an afcountiug change affecting both 
sides ^ the Budget there is an apparent deurfosc of Bs. 4 lakhs). 

TfliB! is based oq: the assumption that Items such as i)etrol and machinery will 
ecmttom to show increasLig yields and that there will be further reductions in thie 
xtosig^ for artificial silk fabrics and yiums and other textile fabrics. For the rest, 
the estiiiiateB are based on the revised estimates for the current year, for while there 
ami. stos that the present dein'ession should in die ordinary course give way to a 
iinipad; trade revivfd, the in toniaticma^ situation continues to be uncertaiu, and con^ 
aUfoos do not appear to Justify the raising of the general estimates riiove the 
wm NtuiBS for the eurrent year. 
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fhB estimat.es for Oentpil Excise duties similarly follow the revised figures, 
ir main component is an estimate of Be. 4,00 lakhs from the duty on sugar. This 
together with the “estimate of Rs. 20 lakhs under Customs from import duty 
on sugar, is to be regarded as nominal, for althoa^h any loss of excise revenue caused 
by a mortage of inmgenous supplies should be more than made up by the Customs 
revenue on increased imimrts of foreign sugar, the various uncertain factors in the 
situation render it unsafe to assume a total income from both Excise and Customs 
duties more than lis. 4,20 lakhs. 

In framing the budget estimates for Taxes on Income’ it was first necessary to 
allow for theilecline in trade, the effect of which has been taken at Rs. 81 lakhs. On 
the other hand, the adoption of the Slab System at the scale of rates shown in Appen- 
dix 2 of the Income-tax Enquiry Re!)ort of 1936 is expected to result in a net gain 
of Rs. 76 lakhs, a decrease of Rs. 93 lakhs in income-tax paid by individual assessees 
being more than counterbalanced by increases of Rs. 1,17 lakhs in super-tax from 
individuals an<l of Rs. 31 lakhs in income-tax and Rs. 21 lakhs in su]^r-tax from 
Companies. Furthermore, tlio legislative changes contained in the Income-tax (Amend- 
ment) Bill, together Avith the abolition of the leave pay exemption, are expected to 
produce another Rs. 50 lakhs. All told the combined effect of the changes in assess- 
ment is an increase of Rs. 1,31 lakhs of which Rs. 21 lakhs is under Corporation Tax, 
and the final result is an improvement of Rs. 50 lakhs on the revised estimates for 
1938-39. After the railway contribution of Rs. 2,13 lakhs has been taken into account 
the provincial share of Income Tax is estimated at Rs. 1.78 lakhs, which is Rs. 66 laUis 
more than the revised estimates for the current year. 

Posts and Telegraphs.— In sinte of a decline in revenue it has been found possible 
to make equivalent reductions in expenditure, and a balanced budget is expected both in 
the current year and in 1939-40. 

Estimated Expenditure for 1939—40. 


4. Defenice.— The total provision for the Defence Services is Rs. 45,18 lakhs 
whidi is the same as the budget figure for the current year but is Rs. 1,00 lakhs 
less than the revised estimates. The Finance Member repeated his warning that 
the sums which it had been possible to allocate to the Defence Services in recent 
years had borne little relationship to military exigencies or to the international 
situation. He pointed out that^ the budget estimate for 1939-40 provided merely 
for standing charges and commitments and that it had only b^n possible to keep 
expenditure down to this figure by allowing for (1) the rec.eipt of the addition of 
£500,000 to the Garran contribution, which he had announced on the 13th 
S^)tember, 1938, (2) the trwisfer of certain units to the Imperiid Establishment 

and (3) the drawing on sinking funds to the extent of Rs. 49 lakhs for purposes 
other than those for which they were meant. The budget estimate also jSlWed 
for the receipt of £2,150,000, being the first part of the capital grant of £ 5 millions, 
also announced by the Finance Member on the 13th. September, 1938. The 
Finance . Member hoped that ^e decisions of His Majesty -s Government on the 
Ohat^d Report would result iu further substantial amounts being made available 
bring India’s defence forces up to modern standards. i 

Interest — It is estimated that there will be a large decline, amounting to Ba* 1.96 
lakhfiias compared with the budget estimate for the current year, in the requiremehte 
uncto Interest. This saving is mainly accounted for by a reduction of Rs. 1,60 
lakhs in the' amount payable as bonus on Post Office Cash Certificates. The Finance 
Member pointed out that this substantial reduction in interest charges was 
largely due to careful management of the pnblio debt on the part of his predecessor 
and to the policy of sound finance which had been pursued by the Gbvernment 
of India over a number of years. 

The tnlEd estimate for expenditure is Rs. 3,00 lakhs less than the revised 
estimate for the current year. This substantial reduction is largdy accounted for by 
the decreases under Defence aiid Interest which have been explained above, but 
under the remaining heads also expenditure has on the whole been k^t at the 
le^ of the reducra amounts sha>vn in the revised estimates by ^ prolongation 
of the economy measures brought into operation in the current y^. The tc^ 
figures for 19^-40 are thus 


Revenue ... 
Expenditure 
Prospective deficit ... 



82,15 lakhi 
82,65 laUis 

K)r‘^ 
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; 5. SletUiig 14abilitie8.--In the comat jmx m liirdier £3 mUtioiw of eterlin:; 

8l9way D^bentum are beinz disoheiged aad it k also espeeted complete the 
tUftbifer of the rtmidninc liabilities in mpeet of etetling family pensions, which 
minoant to about £6 mtllionSi These farther repayments of sterling debt will bring 
the totd amount repatriated since 1935 to sometmng like Bs. 65 ctores, and next 
mr ^e Gkremment of India's sterling requirements are estimated at a little over 
millions as compared to £36 millions in the current year ; £37 millions in 
1937^ and £41 millions in 1936-37. % - 

6. Borrowing Programme.— During the' eurrent year the combined cash and 
conversion issue of 3 per cent 1963-65 stock at 98 had produced Rs. 26,31 lakhs 
of whidh Bs. 19,98 lakhs had represented conversions of the 5} per cent Ijoan 
1^8-40 and of uie 5 per cent Loan 1939-40. The unconverted ])art of the 54 per 
cent 1938-40 Loan has since been notified for discharge and next year the Govern- 
ment of India will have the option of redeeming the remainder of their 5 per cent 
1939-40 sLoan, the outstanding balance of which is a little over Rs. 20 crores. 

Changes in Taxation 

The Finance Member, detailing his taxation prorKwals, said : 

**1 now return to the prospective deficit of Bs. SO lakhs in the present circiim- 
tances ; our resources in the way of new taxation are somewhat circumscriiiod. The 
yidd of increased income-tax goes mainly to the Provinces ; even over the revenue 
part of the field, customs duties in general are as high as is consistent with a maxi- 
mum yidd, while over the protection part, the return is ratudly declining. fSo far as 
excises are concerned, a delicate situation has 1>ccn created by the iiulgment of the 
Federal Court which amounts to saying that there is concurrent power in the realm 
of internal indirect taxation. The full implications of this judgment are not yet apparerit 
to me, but one of the most important of them has been i)Ointerl out by the Chief Justice 
himself, viz., the need for mutual forbearance in this sphere lest the taxing authorities 
should by the simultaneous exercise of their powers raise the price of the article taxed 
to a he^nt at which consumption is seriously curtailed. There is also the reminder of 
the Chief Justice that, in the absence of this mutual forbearance, the ability of the Cen- 
tre to continue to make or to make new devolutions under SectioullOof the Govern- 
ment of In^a Act will be jeopardised. 

The first subject chosen for the exercise of the concnn'cnt taking power is of 
coarse motor spirit and, if I may so, the "obiter dicta" of the Chief J ustice apply 
with great force in this instance. Certainly for my part, I do not propose to meet our 
own deficit by an increase in the taxation on motor spirit. 

Duty on Raw Cotton Doubled 

However, I iriust not tax your curiosity any loiiger—particularly as it will yield 
ao revenue— and so 1 say that 1 have finally comedown in favour oi increasing the 
taxation on one of the extremely few items of the customs tariff which shows an ex- 
panding yield, viz., that relating to raw cotton, and I ]>ropoBo that the duty should 
be double. I ahall no doubt be told that by this measure, I an indulging my usual 
vendetta against indigenous Industry. 1 might witli a good deal more justice, retort that 
perhaps the increased duty would do something to promote the growing oi the longer 
staples of cotton in India and this is no contemptible objecitive when we remember 


that Indian mills are imiiorting over 7(X),0r)0 bales of these varieties a year. However, 
I take neither the blame nor the credit for either of these objetives. My design is 
simply to balance the budget liy the least burdensome means o|icn to me and that T 
claim to be doing. The increased duty will o|)cratc as from to-morrow and we can, 1 
think, safely put the extra yield at Its. oj lakhs a year. With this addition to the 
xeveuue our nual figures become : 

Rs. 

^ Lakhs 

Revenue ... 87,70 

Expenditure ... 82,65 

Surplus ... 5 

Need for Pojjticai. Rkuonciliation 

At this stage, I suppose T ought to review the whole financial history of mv five 
yean of office or at any rate to try to draw its moral. But I shall do roth^g oi the 
wrt For India, as for rest of the world, the future is much more imijortaht than 
the past The' political outlook has xheny menacing features both in India and outside. 

16 ' 
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Many (liffictiU prolilemfl face those responsible for the conduct of affairs in India and 
elsewhere. For India, as for the rest or the world, there is no hoiic save in a release 
of the stresses vrhiih operate between race and nrce and between community and 
community. If that n^case can take place, India will not only be more pro8i)eroiis 
in itwdf, it will also shave in the very much increased in*os]Mnity of the world at larjj;c 
and in Iwth eases the |)otcnthd growth of economic*, welfare is almost limitless. And 
I would like tlic last wonlsof my last budget sj>ocih - to be 8im]>ly a restatement of 
the obvious truth that without political reconciliation— the word appeasement has 
Y)crhap8 become too hackneyed— Central and Provincial Governments alike in India 
must fail in the great task allotted to tliem of raising the standards of life of the people. 

New Income-Tax Rates 

Istcomk-Tax 

The foiloinutf t\s the ta/'h* ahou iiKj the rrifa^ of inconte fuid super- 
taxes propiised : 

' A. Individuals, rnrc;;istcvo<l Firms, Hindu Undivided Fainilios and Assoi'ia- 
tions of iKTsons (oiher than Companies.) 



Income 

Rate ixjr 


lls. 

Rupee. 
A. P. 

First 

l.W 

Nil. 

Next 


0 9 


•VU) 

1 :i 

Balance of iiu*ome 

rvxtt) 

2 B 

2 0 


No tax payable on incomes not cxcdvliug 11s. Income-tax on incomes 

just al>ovc Ks. to be rostrictwl to half the excess of the income above Ks. 2,000. 
B. Rate for l-ompaiiies— 2 amnis 0 pies in the rui>ec. 

t5lTPKll-TAX 


A. Asscssces other 

than Companies. 

Rs. 

Rate at 

annas i»cr ni)>ec 
A P. 

First 

2\(X1B 

. . . 

:ai. 

Next 

KMVt) 


M. 1 0 


... iXVHA) 


2 0 

• •• 

... TtMHX) 


:) 0 

• tt 

... 7rvXio 


4 0 

„ ... 

... l,:)tviO 


o 0 

,, ... 

... 


0 0 

Jlalance of iiuomo 


7 0 


V B. Gmipnnies— 1 aiina in the nijicc on the wliolo iricnmc (no exempted slab). 

No surcharge to be charged in ros|)ci*t of either the Income-tax or the 
!!fn)icr-tax. 

(lENEIlAL DlSl’USSlOX OF UrmiKi’ 

7th. MARCH Before the general disi’ussion of Budge! commcnecul to-dny Mr. 
Ahdiil Qaiifuni moved an adiounimcnt miUion on Konya. The motion sought to discuss 
the failure of the (lovoninieiit of India to secure tho nuuulmcnl^of the existing 
l»ra<*ticc with regard to the alienatiou and transfer of lauils in ihi> Kenya Highlands 
to Indians and the dis<piietiiig ftict that non-British subid'ts of tJie Kuro]icaii race 
will. receive#rererciitial treatment as against Indians. The motion was accepted 
without dis(.*ussio]i. 

Geiicrnl discnssion on the Budget was then o;»enod by Mr. Kfann Suhedar 
from the Congress benches. ^Ir. 8ul>eilar felt that, the Indian Financial system 
was ^Mitchwork prcpartnl by oi>ixwtUiiis(s who were anxious to conceal from the 
ticotdc aiul from tho legislature t^hc true losition. The Financial arrnngemcntB 
were such thiVt the Giwernment were nervous every time there was a projci't for tlic 
)>ro<ln(‘tion of .something in India. Every assistance askc<l for and every encourage- 
ment. or facility sought was turned ilowii because all such rcrpiests w’erc considcrofl 
ouiy with reference to a diiiiiiiishing revenue from im|xwt duties. This was a basic 
defect ill the iiiiancial striiriitre which wmdd have coutiuued if the law of diminish- 
ing returns had not iiitei'veiicdtjand comiiclled the Fiiumec Member to corstate policy. 
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Mr. Abdul Qaiyum su^geBted the nddng of a vdnntaer anay bom among Indiana 
and Indianiaation of the existing British army, lliat would reduce expenmture and 
malte the army more efficient He strongly oritidsed the forward policy on the 
frcmto and said he suspected the Object was to gain a foothold for a future war 
in Goitral Asia. He opposed the cottcm duty and pointed out that the fSty eroxe 
gap could have been filled by a cut in high salaries of Government officials. 

Mr. Bhutto commended two features of the Budget namely, absence of novd 
forms of tax md pfo^ment of intei^ia] .economy. The cotton duty, he said, 
was a blessing in disguise to the Indian .^'cotton cultivator. Indian mills should 
consume only Indian cotton he asserted, and in order to enfmre this principle he 
would even support complete stoppage of all fordgn cotton. Dealing with the 
Bukkur barrage, he stated it was constructed at a time when prices were hi^ and 
therefore capital expenditure was correspondingly high. He favoured a revaluation 
of the barrage at a lower figure so as to reduce interest chuges. 

Mr. Kailaah Behari Lai criticised what he regiuded as denial of equal oppor- 
tunities to provinces to improve their economic conditions as exemplified in the refusal to 
open broadcasting stations in certain provinces like Bihar. He emphasis^ that thM 
stations carried with them economic as well as educative values which should be 
shared by all parts of the country. He also averted to the paucity dl beharis in the 
Indian army. 

Mr. Azhar Alt declared that India’s credit did not stand very high in the eyes 
of the people of the country, however high the Finance Member might saw it st^ 
in the international market. He strongly condemned taxing of raw materials such 
as cotton and also the ban on the export of sugar from India to countries abroad. 

Sardar Sant Singh, niter referring to the happy news of the Rajkot settlement, 
said the. budget was a business-like one but complained' it had not been made 
interesting to ordinary lay man. 

Mr. Ohiaauddtn unreservedly congratulated the Finance Member on the increase 
in the cotton duty. He however criticised the expenditure incurred for providing 
more amenitites for British troops instead of using, the money for buying armaments. 

Mr. S. N* Baau thought that the budget was featurdess and there was nothing 
extraordinary or striking in it. He regretted that there was no return to ^e hau 
anna postcaid. He was of opinion that the incometax slabs were a bit too large 
while the new cotton duty was an indirect subsidy of about lour percent to 
lancadiire. 

Mr. K» 5. Gupta declared that the Finance Member was a skilful juggler 
who with a stroke of the pen converted a deficit into a surplus. He criticised the 
expenditure on defence and said that no other country spbids so much as half 
the income on defence. 


Sill. MARCH Mr. Aikwan complained of encroachment by Provincial Govern- 
ments on the field of central taxation and said that there was a very real danger 
both to the financial structure as a whole and to industrial and commercial develop- 
ment Sir Henry Qidney referred to the economy effected in thp Civil Estimates and 
warned the Fmance Member that economy and efficiency were strange bed-fdlows. 
He also pointed out that there was plenty of room for ecofiomy m the medical 
section of the Defence Department 


Mr. Bofiuddin Ahmed Siddique, makix|yg his maiden speedi, stressed the need 
for a dumge in the scale of pav of officials, for Indianising the Army and lor 
ending the present military policy in Waziristan. 

Mr. Aaaf AH sysraathised with the position of the Finance Member who “had 
to adopt a Juyll ana Hyde complex in doix^ his job” and laid down three criteria 
lor jtt^ng the result of his stewardship of the country’s finances. Had the average 
income cd tiie people, the total number of industries and the price of commoditiM 
increased during the period of his Finance Membership ? ^ 

Sir Tamea Origg made a long speech replying to the debate. He charactforised 
the C Vmgregg Party’s complaint oi “under-estimating” as “an echo of their masters 
voices the voice of the Federation of Indian Chambm of Commerce and Industry 
and maintained that the Budget had not been framed on a Msimistic Ynm. He 
defended the duty on raw cotton and observed that talk of ruination of the Indian mill 
industry was “complete rubbish.” 

WoEKMSN’s Compensation Amend. Bill 


The House next passed the Bill to further amend the Workmen’s Compen- 
satirni A6t» 19^ The Bill wasr intended to remove the doubts occasioned bv con- 
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dMinoDi ol Ooarttta to wlMtber cm aoooant of the ezimalon 'employed 
m ttNmtlily wisei’ oominli^ in the definition of a workidui in the Wcirkmen’s Gom- 
pttieiition Act a irorte whoie wages were paid otherwiae than monthly could claim 
MBsfttB of the Act. Bill tooposed to make it cleur tlmt it was never the inten- 
tion of the Act to debar a worker on such ground. The Bill also sought to enable a 
workam whose had been sejjeeted on this ground to have the mvestigaUon of 
bia claim reopened 

OoTTorr Qrirviiiro A PanssiNO Amewd, Bill 
The second Bill to amend Uie Cotton Ginning and Pressing Factories Act 1925 
ioiii^t to meet the representafions of cotton dealm that under the Ginning and 
Piesiing'Factories Act a rigid application of the provirion which enabled a purchaser 
to reiect a bain if it was not marked as required by the law. caused great hardship 
to t& trade. The House then adioumed. 

Fobbiqnbbs’ BnoieTBATioN Bill 

fill. KABCT i-^The Assembly to-day agreed to reference to a Select Committee 
of SirReainald Maxwell • Bofi^stration oT Foreigners Bill. In moving that the 
Bill be taken into consideration, Bit Beginald said'^ that > its object was a simple one 
and its provisions were confined to the creation of the legal machinery necessary 
for maintaining a register of the foreigners who were at any time present in British 
India and keeping that r^ter up to date.” "I do not. however, pretend that 
thds is the only or even the prmcipal ^und for bringing this measure before the House. 
1 have hitherto been speaking only of what is necessaiy in moral times, that is to 
say, times of peace. In the present world circumstances however, we cannot ignore 
the possibility that this country might at some time or other become involved in war. 
and that in such a war some of the foreigners present in the country might concei- 
vably become a source of danger. 1 do not say that any special or immediate wpre- 
henioon exist at this moment, but it is a possibility that must be kept in mind and 
in such matters the only safe maxim is to be pr^)ared in peace for any measures 
that may become necessary in war. 

"Government have for some time past been engaged in an examination of the 
measures which might become ' necessa^ in a war emergency and the problem of 
dealing with lorrigners is one of the subjects which have come under consideration. 
Befermig to the available figures of foreigners. Sir Belaid stated that in 1931. 
when the last census was taken, there was a total os 572.000 but a very large number 
^ them were such that by long usuage they were hardly considered foreignerB. Sir 
Beginald announced that in deference to the wishes of party leaders he was prepaied 
to acc^t the amendment for reference of the bill te a Bdect Committee on the under- 
standing that it Should complete its works in time to enable the Bill to be taken through 
the find stages in the present session. 

Band-Stowing Bill 

^ The House then continued the debate on the Sand-Stowing Bill as reported 
m the Select Committee, consideration of which had been movedf by Sir Mohamed 
Za/rullah in an earlier litting. 

Voting on Budget Demands 

loth. MARCH 'The question hour lasted only 15 minutes to-day and the House 
thereafter took up the discussion on cut motions in the general budget. The European 
group opened the discussion with a cut of Bs. 100 in the demana under 'Executive 
Coundl’^ to raise a debate on the rdatiouship between provincial and central finances. 
Mr If. C, Bum, moving a cut, acknowledged that Sir James Grigg’s keenest critics could 
hardly deim that he Sad been outsftanoingly successful In his object of providing 
funds for ^vindal needs, while at the same time securing a position of stability in 
his own budgjBt and placing India’s credit high. Mr. Buss criticized the petrol sales tax 
and the em^oyment tax and declared that these Were the issues about which there 
was a very fpM case for discussion and a reasonable inteipretation of the Govern- 
m#it of India Act It wt^d he a sorry state of afGurs if the iiitransigience of 
provinres over sutm inatten as these should compel the centre through sheer 
necessity, owing to contracting semroes of revenue, to withhold their contributions to 
the provincial exchequers from such funds as they would normally share with 
pronnees. The imddMtioa programme, said Mr. Buss, was the immernate source of 
the diflknilties of the proviimes and an incentive to look for supplementary revenue 
in direetkms which dariM irifiit the interest of the centre. Mr, Buss for a 

iiank and Intimate diseossibn between the financial authorities at the centre and in 
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the province as the best wav of achieving: a reoaojiable intmretation of their 
reBpeetive fields of taxation. Such a dificuseion was the immediate' need, he said, 
r^ardlesB of the probable or improbable date of federation. 

Sir James Qrigg^ after stressing the importance of the subj^t, obsen^ed that 
with all federations there must be a period during which respective taxation in the 
B^eres of fedeiation and units had to be delimited by the Federal Court and 

India could not expect to escape the process which, however much it might be 

represented as a fight between the centra tiRd units, was the necessary one. The 
first step in this process was the case In regiwd to the G. P. petrol tax. Be 
stated in reply to questions in the House' that the Government had been cRrcfnlly 
considering the full implications of the iud(iments in this case and that it 
was wise to say ns little os possible. That in the main must still be Lis 
attitude, though he might remind the House of the observations he had 
made in his budget speech and of the Chief Justice’s detdaratioii that there 
must be mutual accommodation and forbearance between conflicting juris- 
diciions. As regards the plea for regular conferences of Finance Ministeis, 

the Finance Member said that he had already explained his attitude. I’he first 

conference of this kind was held in 1938 at his instance. It then disc^ussed Uiis very 
problem which had now arisen in an acute form in the C. P. case of the oiqiaretit 
overlapping of excises and sales taxes. He had made certain Biijigestions which, l)e- 
lieving as he then did that taxes on sales of individual commodities were not witiiin 
the provincial si^hcre, he then thought, were fair and generous. Those proposals 
were not acceptable to the ]>rovincial representatives. But even now he believcu that 
those proposals wera the only possible solution of the problem and were completely 
appropriate even to the changed circumstances. 

The employment tax raised two issues, (1) concurrent jurisdiction, and (i?) 
special rea]ionsil)ilitic8 for the protection of the rights of the services. As there were 
two questions, it liehoved him to be doubly discreet. With prcoeciq^afion with the 
income-tax l^isUitioii it was tjhysically impossildc to hold a scc^ond conference of 
Finance Ministers, but there was no reason why (ronfereuccs should not be resumed 
hereafter. It was, however, no good holding these conferences if they were to bciis^ 
as a means for a concerted attack by the provinces on the centre. They must arise 
from and result in a genuine attcmiit of cooperation. The financial solvency and 
stability at the centre must be pieseiTcd at all costs. It might be possiiile for a 
long time to have financial stability at the centre without having it in the pre- 
viiicos, but ‘wc cannot even for a short time have financial stability in tlie provin- 
ces witliout having it in the centre’. Subject to this ]>rimc considovation, it was the 
duty of th^ centre to do what it could for the )>roYinccs and he claimed that the 
Government of India had done and were doing this. In the present budget there 
wore ten or twTlvc crorcs by way of assistance to the ]U’ovinccs. When the 

Nicineyer Award was drawn up iiolnxly supiM>Bed that devolution of income-tax 

ivould begin for five years but in ix)iut ot fact devolution started straightaway and 
with the passing of the income-tax legislation designetl to imi)rove the machinery 
and structure of * income-tax it would be iM}ssible to devolve fiirtlicr sums. The 

Nicmcyer process was continuous bnt it was not going to help much. The ‘quasi' 

ultimate issue was that the military expenditure miist be rcrluced, the saving should 
be given to p: ovinccs, pay must oe cut and double income-tax relief must be 
abolished. For that means that they would only arrive at friction and non-coo))cra- 
tion and what was wanted was cooixjration to the cspmmoii end*for the amelioration 
of the condition of the masses of pcoi)le. If the object vros lo destroy not only the 
transitional constitution and force something quite different then all he had saia was 
irrelevant and the outlook for India was not good. 

18th. MARCH :~Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmed moved the first of the Muslim League 
Party cuts to-day to reduce the demand under the head executive c-ouncil by lie. I/- to 
discuss the inadequate rcpi*esentatiou of Muslims in central services other than 
railways. He Uicn proceeded to deal with Muslim rcpi’csentations in the Labour 
Department, the Arc^hacological Department, the Central Board of Heveiiue and 
the Medical Kescarch Department. He suggested that the ixM'ccntage of MiiBtiinH 
in eac^h Department should lie so fixed tliat tlxey might olitaiii the 2.5 p.i«. 
within ten years. Sir Reginald Maxwell^ replying to the delmte, divided the aiyu- 
ineiitB advanced into tivo classes, namely, expression of doulrt at to whether the 
1934 resolutiou was licing carried out ae it stood and, secondly, argumentH o^eriiig 
Bttggestious for further advancing the policy laid down in order to accelerate 
the achievement of its object. (>n the question of posts reriuiring technical quali- 
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ficEtlcmB he pointed out that this question was being examined afresh to see whether 
aiiv modifications were necessary. As regards promotion by seniority the general 
rule was that it was subject to the fitness of the senior man and such promotions 
occurred only in cases where the promotitm was* to a post in a superior cadie and 
here it was not entirdy open to a Hindu or a Muslim according to any pre-deter- 
mined plan. Ooncluding, he oiTered to investigate any complaint that was brought 
to his notice regarding the working of the resolution. Sir Ziauddin Ahmed at this 
stage expressed satisfaction with the assurances given by the Home Member and 
asked for leave to withdraw the motion. The motion was then withdrawn. 

Mr. Siddigue AH Khan moved the second Muslim League Party cut of the 
day to discuss ^the departure from the practice of using Urdu script in postal forms:’* 
He referred to many instances in which post offices in places such as Sind, where 
Urdu was spoken by many people, did not have forms printed in Urdu. The debate 
had not concluded when the House adjourned. 

14fh. MARCH Sir Thomas Stewart, replying to the debate to-day, pointed, out 
that there had been no departure from the practice of using such forms. The real charge 
that was raised, according to him, "was that the Post and Telegraph department h^ 
been endeavouring to suppress Urdu forms and for this purpose had entered into a 
conspiracy with the Congress. He denied this charge categorically and declared that 
it was not the practice of the Government or the Post and Telegraph department to 
take sides in any ixilitical or literary disputes. The speeches during the debate, he 
continued, were an attempt to persuade the Government to take paii in propaganda 
for popularising the Urdu script. The Postal department could not depend on any 
considerations other than practical. 

The motion was pressed to a division and rejected by 41 to 12 votes, the Congress 
party remaining neutiul. 

Sir Ziauddin moved a cut motion under 'Posts and telegraphs department’ to 
discuss the allowing of 'one-sided propaganda and withholding of t^egrams sent by a 
rival party’. He referred to a telegram published in the press about the recent inci- 
dents in the Aligarh University in which it appeared that students had been guilty of 
burning books. As a matter of fact he found on enquiry that this was entirely 
wrong and the telegrams giving the other side of the picture had been handed in but 
withheld by the telegraph authorities. 

Bit if, N, Sircar, Law Member, explainccl that the decision whether a telem*am 
was objectionable or alarming was taken by the district magistrate and not hy a 
fifteen-rupee clerk. How salutary and absolutely essential the provision of this 
power to withhold objectionable tdegrams was, would be evident if one reflected on 
the incalculable harm that will befall for instance by a false tdegram stating that 
a certmn bank of Bombay had gone into liquidation. 

Sir N. N Sircar pointed out that Mr. Satyamurti was correct in holding that 
tbp rule was ultra vires of the section referred to by him but the rule was not made 
ufider that section but under the rule-making powers. The motion, as it stood, 
however did not refer to nilcs but the posts and telegraphs department who were 
only acting on the district magistrate’s orders. 

The cut motion was pressed to a division and passed by 53 to 41 votes, the Con- 
gress pi^y and Congress nationalists voting with the Mushm League party. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman next got up to move the last of the Muslim League 
party’s cut motions to discuss the condition to be imposed on subsidized or protected 
industries in India. He had not concluded his speech when the time allott^ to the 
Muslim Lea^e party expired and the Congress Natioualist cut motions were taken up. 

The Hrase passed by 57 votes to 46 Mr. Sant Singh^s cut motion to discuss 
the constitution and terms of reference of the Sandhurst Committee contra^ to the 
terms in the resolution passed by the Assembly. He considered the composition and 
terms of letoence of toe Committee derogatory to the prestige of the House and 
huiitiliatioh. Even if freedom of choice was necessary, it should have been exercised 
not to satisfy the British Government but Indians who were vitally . concerned. 

Mr. Ogilvie, replying to the charges, pointed out that so far as the terms of 
reference were concerned they^met the demand of the resolution of the House which 
asked for implementing the secommendation of the Skeen Committee, namdy, five 
years after starting Indian Stondhurst there would be review of pace of Inoianisa- 
tion. These were implemented ° how by the present committee. He raterated the 
views regarding the excellenee d£ material coming into the Army and also about the 
the difficulty of tapping sources of thk material. This question was so important 
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tiiAt the Government included it among the terms of reference. For acceleration 
of recruitment there should be available Butficient good* material. The Govern* 
ment were very aiixiouB about this and in this connection : he reminded tiie 
Houbc that in 1038 the number of candidates who offered themselves for thirty 
commissions in the army had fallen to 128 from 226 in 1933 the peak year. 
Turiiing to the personnel of the committee, he pointed out that the pr^ent 
membership was based on variety of reason^; which included the need for widest 
possible ex|icrience and i)ractical interest in t!^ nature of the problem. The motion 
was pressed to a division and accepted by 57 votes to 4|0. The Assembly then adjourned. 

15th. MARCH :-*Mr. S. Satyamurti moved the first of the Congress iiarty’s cut 
to censure the Government for its defence ixilicy and administration. *What is the 
Government’s defence policy’ ? asked Mr. Batyamurti in moving the cut. This policy, 
he declared, ultimately dc]xjn<led on the foreign i>ulicy of Great Britain. He condem- 
ned this policy as a purely spineless ‘We in India who can work out our 

foreign iiolicy,’ he continued, ‘are not consulted. Jledid not see any particular danger 
to India from Asiatic countries. India, he ])r 0 v‘ccdcd, was weak at present in the most 
deidsive arms in' the defence of any country, namely, air and arm. He felt that 
there would be very little dilliculty in completely Indianizing the air force in India, 
because the British were also new comers in this field and could not put fonvard those 
claims which were imiintaincd in connection with the land and sea forces. India had 
no territorial or commercial ambition in any ]'art of the world and as such it would 
not be difficult for her to remain neutral in wps of future. All that she rcquircrl was 
the minimum highly oqiiip}.»C(l land forces with a first class citizen army as a second 
line defence. For this purpose tlic present cxiiemliture was far too high and this 
country needed only about Us. 25 crores. The Defence department, however, was 
not interested in defending India but defending im])erialist interests. Another reason 
in censuring the defence iJolicy and attitude was that the Defence dci)artment was 
consistently refusing to take iicoplc of this country and their representatives in 
confidence. Ttiniing to the defence c.\]>cnditure, he declaral that the bulk of this 
was wasted on the frontier where wartime and i>cacctime were identical. 

Mr. Ogilvie, relaying to the debate, referred to the first main contention that 
the country was not in an adccinatc state of defence and regular Wees were not 
properly distributed. This, he said, was natural criticism, but it must be view^ 
hom the ultimate point that India luwl now the largest aggregate human lyings, 
namely, 36 million iHXiplc and to meet the defence requirements of all these they 
had only had an income of a Balkan Btatc at the ilisiiosal of the cential Government. 
The resources of this country ha<.l not been enough to secure the cstablisliment of 
a first class land, sea and air force such as was necessary to defend whole 
country on terms similar to tliose on which other countries deiicnded. Britain had not 
defended India, someone else would have to. The advance in the i^erfeirtiou of armaments 
during the last 20 years was enormous and we could not ho])e to bear the cost of main- 
taining a modern army. *We can, however, be thankful that in the event of a calamity 
overtaking this country, enormous reinforcements will be available.’ Regarding the 
territorial force, ho said tliat that again w'as a question of money. He doubted 
the practical value of a vast national militia as suggested by some membera. 
Referring to Mr. Abdul Qaiyiim’s assertion that for the British to Indianize the 
army would be a suicide, the Defence Becretai^ said that an Indianized army 
would, tliey envisaged, be as loyal ns its predecessor. The House at this st^e 
adjourned. 

16th. MARCH Mr. T, S, A, Chettiar moved the second of the Congress cuts 
to-day to discuss the conditions of Indians ovei’seas. Mr. Chettiar narrated at length 
the conditions of Indians in South Africa quoting from Seth Govind Das’s report. 
He refen'ed to Ceylon where most of the Indians were from Madras. The 
Government of India’s responsibility had now increased, he said, because the 
new income-tax law provide for taxing these Indians abroad. He assured the 
Government that the Congi^ss was always prepared to support them in all the 
steps they might adopt to help overseas Indians. 

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai, •replying to the debate, dealt with the more 
salient aspects of the subjects, namely, the questions of the Indians in ^uth 
Africa, Fiji, British Guina, Ceylon and Malaya and the question of tike 

appointment of agents. Dealing with South Africa, he admitted the difficulty and 
intensity^ of the situation and paid a tribute to the heroism of our countiWen 
there. . Referring to the latest problem that the Indians in South Africa were 
in a state of grave apprehension as r^;ards its outcome, he declared t^t this 
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ap*>rehQnHion was fully sbarei bv fhe G:)vcrnmcnt uf India. We are and 
have Ixseiv £4>r tiholast fortnl^hi; In close corrcsi)ondoiico with the UiiioQ Government 
and we are dctcrmiii&l to try our iiim«)St by method of nCei;otiiitions aiid he for 
one was quite ho^icfiil that this mitter was bein^ sottlol amicaldy and honourably 
to the Siitlsfaction of. ail soc'tioiis of Indiaiis. In Fiji the main trouble was 
insoMirity of land toniirc. Hut this limihition, he reminded the House, aiqdiovl 
to all and not merely to TtvUans. He inform eil the House about the )H>ssibiUt.y 
of throwinju; oi)en to the development of all land not held by the Fijians with 
80 years iiwtoad of 21, as a probable dense ])oriod. Tim Government of India 
harl, he addoil, also taken up with his Majesty's Cavern men t the question of 
anixnntin^ an av:cnt . In Hritish Guiana the problem was of marriimcs and accor- 
ding to the law there, all marriages which were not registered were illegiti- 
mate. Mr, Tyson, he said, had been instructed to do his best to obtain a satis- 
factory solution. The Village Gommitnities Ordinance was a question in Ceylon 
and he contented himself by remindini^ the House when the question of true 
relations would be taken up negotiation would also include the disabilities of 
Indians. Turning to Malaya, he assured the House that while dealing with the 
question the wages problem, status, et<‘. would be kc))t in view. 

The motion was carried without a division. 


Mr. K, Santimam moved a cut to discuss *thc failure of tlie Government of 
India to protect the co/oanut iiidustr\\’ Jlc said that there were. 14 lakhs of 
ar*rc8 in India, growing cocoannt, of which 13 lakhs were in tlic Madras Tresi- 
ilcncy ami Soilth Indian States. The i»ricc t rend was shown by tlic fact that 

from* Us. 23 per (‘Wt. in 1020 it came down to Us. 0 in 103) and after a brief 

IHjriodit rose again to Rs. 12. It fell again to Us. 0. Ceylon cocioannt was being 
dnmiHid at distress ]>riccs and what was essentially a cottage indiistiy in Malabar 
was being ruined. The rcmotly was a s])e;*ifiv.f duty on Ceyloti cocoaimt. 

Sir A/uAammad Zafrullah Khan, replying to the debate, stated that he had 

considerable sympathy with the view imint voiccil by the House. He )x>int^ 

out that iwioes dunng the last ten years had shown a tendency to fluctuate, 
though from 10^1 the prices had veered rottml giving the cultivator a better 
e(?onouuc. return. fcJIUcc 1037 there was an unfortunate recession in prices, the 
decline in account being pcrhaiw more than that in other cases. But adequate 

relief could be hoped only through a general rise in w’orld prices. The Govern- 

ment, he niiserted, w’lis seriously considering the question. The motion was accepUxl 
by the House. 

Mr. Mohanlal Saxena moved the last of the Congress cuts to discuss the ques- 
tion of the state prisoners detained witlioiit tritd. He continod himself mainly 
to the question of the three prisoners con lined in Delhi. 8ir Reginald Maxwell, 

replying, stated that according to the debate there was no snpimrt to the movcn' 

from any part of tlic House. Hie fdt, therefore, tliat his department was not 
Ituilty. The discussion was not concluded, when guillotine was applied and the 
remaining demands were ])assod without a division. The House then adjourned. 


The FinaBce Bill Debate 


17th. MARCH : —The Assembly began general discussion of the Finance Bill 
to-day the consideration of which Avas moved by ^ixJanoB Origg, Opening the 
debate with a s|)ecch lasting over an hour, Mr. Bhulabkai Dcaai described the 
Finance 3klembcr as conservative in estimatinjj the income and socialistic in putting 
his hands into other iwoplc's vwckets, and as the worst of the prodigals in exixjnditure. 
Taking first the largest source of iivcomc, namely, customs, Mr, Desai expressed the 
opinion thA a sum of nearly Ks. 1;)0 lakhs was concealed in the figures presented, 
lliis sum would be available from the expected sugar imix)rts. Iteferring to the 
paltry sum of five and a hiiif iaklis which was expected to result from the new 
proposals regarding kliandsari sugar, be declared that tne Finance Member was really 
niuing hat^ the smaller maniifactaias fttid the )X)orer consumers who depended on 
these manufacturers. Turning to revenue from Uic incometax in revitalising 
which souroe of income they had not p'udgeil their assistance, Mr. Desai said that 
the large i>roceeds which Sir James Grigg had promised when he introdaoed the 
In(*omc-Tax AmeiKlment ffili had diminislied in the budget. The new law regarding 
trusts, asserted Mr. Desairwjts aare to bring in a substantial income. Mr. Desai 
continued that the iwoceods the tax on foreign incomes on the ncerual basis 
had not boon taken into while the results expected from tightening up the 

machinery of ei^lection had aibt been ribowu. I5ir James had argued that the proceeds 
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the xemoval of the eiemption limit on . ocnrporatioD euper-tex. This, he 

OBDlaied, wQuU gravdy affect the amaller induehiei wiioee income approached Rs. 
SROCXX BeCenring to the oroppeal to tap the rich in order to counterrhalanoe the 
relief given to the poor, Mr. Desai while not objecting to this principle conld not 
commend the wisdom of the proposal which wmud involve a tax of nine and half 
annaa per rupee onC the last Aab-or as i^i^ste be called, the last straw. But no 
added taxation would have been necessujf u ihe resolution passed by the House 
recommending ten per Cent cut in the higner salaries would luive been given effect 
to. He would repw his appeal to the officials to make that volunta^ sacrifice, 
doming to the additional import duty on cotton, Mr. Desai failed to understand 
bow this was ^ng bri^ rinnit immediate change in the growth d long 
staple cotton in India. The efimt of the imposition, he reminded the Houses would 
amount according to his calculation to a bounty to the foreign competitors— not only 
Lancashure but also Japan— of 4 per cent, on finished cloth and 7 per cent, on yam. 

Sir CowMji Jehangir, in a trenchant speech, severely criricised Sir JaiM 
Origg’s new proposals to *soak the rich’ and ndp Japanese trade with India. Sir 
Cowasji found fault with the Finance Member’s unomodox methods of dmwing 
upon the miiitM 7 sinking fund to the extent of 49 lakhs. Dealing with the retrench- 
ment of 118 lakhs on the civil side he pointed out that really it was nothing more 
than a postponement of the civil works. He condoled with the Finance Memow and 
the country on the drop of 367 lakhs of customs revenue but he felt there was no 
justification for Sir James Grigg to expect an improvement of only 35 laUis. He 
believed it would be easily a crore. He strongly cnticised the income-tax proposals 
and pointed out that the budget proposals confirmed his earlier fears that the new 
accruid basis and other innovations will not yet yield much revenue. He said that 
only 6,396 persons in British India out of 270 millions earned over Ks, 25,000 annually 
whfle only 356 over one lakh. Sir Oowasji th^n dealt at length with the additional 
import duty on cotton. Sir James Grigg, he said, clutched at it because It was ^e 
only item which was showing increasing returns, and on the ground that it would 
encourage the nowth of long staple cotton in India. The Indian mill industry, he 
said, was now following the advice of the 1927 textile committee as regards manu? 
facturing a hmher quality of cloth the raw materials for which would be comink 
mainly from East Africa. But surely this action on the part of the mill industry did 
not warrant the conclusion that long staple cotton could be grown in India. To 
prove this he quoted the reports of the Indian Central Committee, which showed 
that hardly 7,000 bales were capable of being spun at the lowest or the highest 
counts. The Indian mills, he assured the House, were anxious to use Indian cotton 
becauae it was cheaper. 


Sir Ziauddin embraced a vast range of subjects. He contended that reduction 
in the value of the iiostcard did not involve as large a loss of revenue as contended. 
If the price decreased the demand would increase. He also did not accept Sir 
Cowafiji’s argument that India was unable to grow any more long staple cotton. * He 
had heal assured by the growers in the Punjdb that they could produce more long 
staple if they found the demand. The inc;raase in duty was thus advantageous to 
the agriculturist. He also dealt with the representation of Muriims in services and 
«my in India, particularly the division of the army in India in two divisions, one 
for m maintenance of internal security and one for the defence of India. 

jDf . Banna/ji declared that the heaviness of the burden of taxation could not 
be deified and the inddenoe of taxation was far from being ecjuitable. The budgcA 
he lamented, was a very disappointing one and lacked foresi^t and imagination. 
The policy of letxenduwt did not go far enough and there was no indication of 
the wolition of saperfipons posts or euts in salanes. There was a very unconvincing 
defence of the military eipenditure while the policy bdiind the additional cotton 
duty and khandsari propoaals was the continuation of the policy of maki^ the people 
knock their heads against each other. He made a roecial plea for the Bmgal mills 
whidi, he daimed, would suffer greet hardships. He next criticised the income-tax 
proposals, partieidariy the removal of the exemption limit of SOJXX) in case of 
comorationa. He had not oondnded When the House adjonmed. 
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^ the richer daesee who were being taxed out of existence. The solicitade of the 
Finance Member for the lower middle clast, however, stopped when members of these 
cla s se s ]dned together to form companies. British policy in this country had been to 
prerent the accumulation of wealth here. 

Mr MM$;huranaa Uudaliar pointed out that this was the fifth bill of its. nature 
which the house had to deal with and contained exactly similar proyisions, e. p., sdt 
duty, postcard rates etc. He had no objection to the khandsari duty had it not been 
for, the change in the definition of factories. He next dealt with the evil effects of 
the dum^g of foreign salt in this country. Turning to the income tax proposals he 
weloomed the new slab system but felt that* it was no c^t to the Finance 
Member’s bonafides because he had left loopheles for highly paid non-Indian officials. 

Steami Venkatachallam Chetty reminded the Finance Member that this was the 
first Finance Bill by Bir James Grigg ^at had received constructive criticisms from 
the opposition and he hoped that Sir James would make an effort to profit by it 

Mr. S* Daa made an attempt to strike a balance sheet of the stewardsMp of the 
Finance Member for the last five years. Sir James, he declared, was able to 
maintain the credit of the Government of India but not the credit of India. Bir 
James achieved this mainly because of the flight of gold and the high taxation policy 
of his predecessor. He hoped Sir James Gngg, when at the war office, would stand 
by the dispatches which he had written to the war office about the reduction of army 
expenditure and the claim lor large contributions. 

Mr. Ajthar A /t* spiking as a representative of the poor people of India, wanted 
the Government of India to consider the case of the poor people. The under-estima- 
tion in this budget had been sufficiently proved. He for his party would merely assert 
that this budget was devoid of any concession to ^e poor. 

Mr. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar declared that the Finance Member should recog- 
nise that, since exYiorts were tmrinking, customs revenue must decrease year by year. 
Gwing to the advance in the manufacture of synthetic substitutes amongst other 
reasons. India’s exports of raw materials were falling considerably. Only by export 
of gold has they maintained their credit abroad, but this had had the effect of 
impoverifdiing the country. Beferrihg in conclusion to the broaduaeti^ service, Mr. 
Ayyanger stud that there was a considerable amount of patronage. They paid the 
same people to speak or perform time after time ; why did they not dl>tain the 
amrvices of people who were ''eady to speak or perform free ? The Assembly 
at this stage adjourned till Monoay the 20th. 

aOlh. MARCH Mr. Kuladhar Chaliha put forward to-day Assam’s claim to giea- 
ter financial support from the Centre. The present financial position of the province did 
not permit of the administration being properly run. Without more funds at their 
disposal, the Government would not be able to develop the great natural resources of 
the province. As regards representation in the services, the people of Assam were 
alfiiost completely ignored. This was particularly the case in the rosts.and Telegraphs 
Department, in which in that part of India Bpngal had a virtual monopoly. 

Championing the claims of Bind, Mr. Shahhan contested the assertion that long 
staple cotton could not be grown in sufficient quantities in India. Sind, he said, 
could grow long statde cotton if the demand arose. But the agriculturists must have 
the co-operation of the manufacturers. The Sind of to-day, Mr. Shahban continued, 
was made to shoulder the burden of the Bukkur barrage. It should not be made to 
accept as great a liability as it was saddled with at present. Were the Central Gov- 
ernment bent on seeing the finpmdal collapse of the province before they came to its 
rescue ? Weis they determined to commit financial infanticide ? If the inadequacy of 
the present subvennon was not realised in time that would be the position. 

Mr. Bwya Kumar 8om condemned the British policy whieffi had resulted in the 
destruction of all Indian industries. The British, he declared, were only concerned with 
destrootiCn ih this country. They introduced the cinema which affectklthe morals of 
Inffia. He compared the per cajm income of India and the scale of salaries, with the 
poeHton in reapeot of othw countries, and declared that a saving of about Ks. 25 to 90 
cr ores would be^wailablb for natton-building activities if there was a prpper readjustment 
of miUtary and dvil espendituiB.,, 

Mr. JT, Santanam ba4 4m teats for Judging the merits of the preeent Budget 
The firet was whether It M iAot^ aa equitable redistributioii of the sqm of 
the wealRi of the country. Out of the sum of Bs. 80 mores, 35 crores came from 
1he]ttatfsea,40from the middle and ridier claasea, and only 5 ororeB fi^ the non- 
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Indian dement From this sum o( Ba. 80 crorea eolleeted, only about Ba. 10 
mrea went to the masses. The remaining 70 crorea were equally divide between 
m r^er classes and the foremner. Secondly, there waa the questicm whether 
the Budget incTeaaed national emdency. A sum of Ba. 50 crorea was wasted on 
Deface, which did not include a proper Navy or Air Force. With Bs. 40 crorea, India 
could have had a well equipped Army, Navy and Air Force sufficient to defend India 
and her needs. 

Seth Sir Haji Abdullah Haroon, speal^g a repreientative of a cotton growing 
aiea, complained about mill-owners r^arding hhiiAation of the produce. He, however, 
would not blame the mill-owners entirely, bcSause this type of cotton was not available 
in abundance. He had no objection to a subsidy as suggested by Mr. Bantanam, but, 
he asked, where was the money for the subsidy to come xixmi ? He had, therefore, to 
strongly support the additional cotton duty. 

Mr. Sri Prakaaa wanted a reduction of the duty on Indian salt. Turning to the sugar 
proposals, he felt that the Government’s policy would be disastrous to the people. He 
reminded the Finance Member of his free trade principles, which Mr. Prakaaa pointed 
out, ran counter to the present proix>8al to double the duty on raw cotton. The treat- 
ment as regards post cams— an important item in the poor man’s domestic economy**" 
was a positive scandal. He next dealt with the hanlships arising from the inoome-taz 
proposals and declared that there was discrimination in favour of the Government ser- 
vants. He condemned the method by which income-tax officers made their demands, 
and the failure of the Finance Member to set mattora aright. Finally, he declared that 
at present every amenity which contributed to the raising of the standard of living in 
this country, was taxed. 

Haji Chaudhury Muhammad lamail Khan pointed out that the time had now 
come for a reduction of the salt duty so as to encourage the Indian industry. He 
advocated a protective duty. He also urged the need for reducing the post cards rates, 
and regretted that there was still no hope for a quarter anna post card. Beferring to 
the additional cotton duty, and the hope that it would help in increasing the cultiva- 
tion of long staple in India, he said that it was small consolation as it was not known 
how many years it would take for bringing about the desired end. The House ^en 
adjourned. 

Slat. MARCH Mr. Satyamurti propounded a number of tests for judging the 
stewardship of Sir James Grigg during the last quinquennium. Were the people of this 
country, he asked, more prosperous than what they were five years ago?* Had the 
purchasingTOwer of the millions in this country been increased to any appreciable 
extent ? Had the standards of life of the people of this country been raised ? 

Mr. Aikman made a brief survey of the general financial position. Looked at 
from almost any angle he said it was evident that at no period since the Great war had 
the Central Government been on so sound a financial footing as it was to-day nor had 
its general policy in other directions given a greater feeling of confidence. Turning to 
the neavy burden of taxation, he pointed out that most of the cmCgency taxes imposed 
during the crisis year of 1931 continued at least in some part until this day. There 
could M little doubt that the Budget was to-day basedf on level of taxation that 
was high. 

Mr. M, 8, Aney pointed out that while the Finance Bin was intended to secure 
the money needed for expenditure, it also gave the House the opportunity of considering 
the stewardship of the Treasury benches. He first dealt with what had been termed 
’'Commercial Departments”, because they afford a test of the capacity of those in 
charge of the management. Turning to the posts and telegraphs department, he pointed 
out that the extravagance of the tel^raph section was the cause of the loss m the 
department. He emphasised the need for bringing down the level of postcard rates in 
the interest of the poor man. This, he declared, would be a social service. 

Sir James Gfigg, in replying to the four days’ debate, dealt with many points 
mode by the speakers, particularly by the Leader of the Opposition. Summarising the 
result of the obrorvations made by the Federation of Indian Chambers of Oommeroe and 
the Leader of the Opposition on the so-called under-estimating Bevenue in the Budget^ 
Sir James said, ’’on sugar something or nothing of the 150 lakh’s extra revenue given 
by the federation and we Leader of the Opposiaon may prove to be forthcoming. On 
income tax there is probably nothing and if there is anything it goes to the provinoeir 
On military expenditure we may have to provide more and certainly shall not ha^ to 
provide less. Even if we imposkl a pay cut, which we have no intention of doing, the 
centre would gain a few tens of lakhs only. On the other hand, eustoms Bevenne has 
almost certainly been overestimated especially taking into account the ooDtimiing 
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deoibia in impgrta bom and tha Bmnbay prdhlMtion measure. Utogrillier, 

ao ffirbomibmbeii^sbercn!^ marnin to play with, there is almost eerta&ly no 
margin at all and oertninly not enou^ to enable ns to do without the inoremied 
saptttaz on raw ootton.*’ Oontinuing the finance Mernb^ said : Evwitp in the 
oatside world and in ^ oonntiy had prevented things from being bettor sdll but 
it was idle to deny t^t things were better. As regards the cessaBon ol the mral 
development grant alter two years, Sir James said that the ' reason was simple. 
Under the new constitution, even more than under the old, the respcmsibility for 
nation-building rested on the provinces and that was why the annual grants for 
rural develoi^ent were abandoned and efforts were concentrated on starting the 
autonomous provinces on an even ked. 

Ihe House passed the first reading on the Finance Bill and adjourned. 

Had. MARCH The Assembly began to-day detailed consideration of the clauaes 
of the Finance Bill. Mr. AnanthaBayanam Ayyangar, on bdialf of the Ck)ngress party, 
moved that the proposed duty of Bs. 1-4-0 per maund of salt maniuactum in, 
or imported into, Britidi India should be reduced by four annas. Mr. Ayyangar 
emthMiaed that this amendment was not intended as an attack of the finance 
Bill but as a token ox oppositidn to the continufid operation on the Surcharge 
Act This Act was an emergency measure. The finance Member removed sur- 
charge from ihoome-tan but ne continued the surcha^e on salt, which Commo- 
dity was of the greatest importance to the poor in India. Mr. Ayyangar asked 
the House to regard his amendment as directed towards obtaining the repeal of 
the Surcharge Act and not as an attempted inroad into the Finance Bill itself. 

Sir James opposing the amendment, stated that ho had ^nothing up his 
deeve’ and as such he could be opposing every amendment of this type. The intention 
and dedre of opposition with regard to this amendment, he pointed out, 
appeared to be to reduce about 5 as. from du^ and thenmve 2} as. to the 
manufacturer. Prof. Ranga suggested that if the Finance Member wanted funds 
he diould try to get it by some other means and not to touch salt which 
a^ted everyone in this country, particularly the poorest section of the masses. 
The amendment was pressed to a division and carricil by 55 to 33 votes. 

ISvo amendments to the provisions of the Finance Bill dealing with the 
edcise duty on khandsori sugar were rdected. The first amendment moved by 
Mr. Smrya Kumar Som which sought to delete the provision amoiding the defi- 
nition of ’factory’ and the provision reducing the duty from Be. as. 5 to 
as. Q, was rejected by 42 to 9 votes, the Congress and the Muslim League 
parties remaining neutral. Moving the amendment Mr. Som declared that these 
provisions would strangulate the biggest cottage liidustry which Itad survived the 
onslav^t of British imperialism. The amendment was supported by Prof. Ranga 
and lu. B. />. Pande, Opposing the amendment Sir James Grigg . Finance 
Ifomber, pointed out that if 2,00.000 tons of such sugar was to be taxed at 8 as. 
per cwt. then there would have been revenue of about Bs. 20 lakhs. But since 
revenue would come to only about Bs. 54 lakhs, it v/as clear that nearly 
three-quarters of the producers woidd be uncnectted. This meant that the rem 
cottage industry would have to bear the duty of as. 8 against the duty of Bs. 2 
whiS would be levied on sugar factories. 


Mr. Abdur RoBhmd Chowdhury next moved an amendment to delete the provi- 
sion affecting the definition of ’factory.’ W^hile opposing the amendment Sir 
Jam/BB Origg assured the House that working of these clauses would be watched 
eaxefully during the coming year and, if any genuine village industry was injured, 
steps would be taken to amend the definition suitably. The amendment was 
reje^wijiput division. 

Sir NT P. Mody moved for the omission of the clause imposing an increased 
duty on imported cotton. Beferring to Mr. A. Aikman’s speech. Sir H. P. Mody 
aaia th«t apparently the European group had no objection to others bearing the 
tax to balMCe the budget. As for the Finance Member his maxim seemed to 
be: ’A dcAag di duly is a joy forever.’ (Laughter.) This, he said, was a taxon 
raw Biaterbii and as sudh fundamentally unsound. Giving various grounds of 
Direction to duty, Hdmi pointed out that it neutralised the proteetkm 
dveo to the yarn Industry and cloth. Gnce protection was granted alter enquiry. 
It was not open to the <Sliianoe Member by that means to neutraKae that 


march i^-The: 
^ votes (voting bdng 68 


__ was adjourned till to-day when by a majority of 
and 44 against), the Assembly rejected the proposal 
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double tlie on imported raw cotton. The Hnelim Leaffuo paity remaiiied 
liintiiil in acoottoce widi the direction from ite leader. BtillDr. Ziaudddn waa 
jpormitted to explain hu point of view. Mr. M. Ohiawddih of the Punjab, by 
way of intenruption. expressed the hope that the duty would not only be kept 
on but continued even next year. This brought Mr. Bhulabhai Dnai on hie 
with the vigorous exposition that the duty would not add to the length of 
cotton etap^ The position of Mr. if. 8. Awty, leader of the Nationalist party, 
was not cite until he himself declared at the md of his speech that on the 
balance of advwtages aiid disadvantages, t.bfc thought it better to stick to what 
his patriotiem instinctively told him. namely to vote against die proposed duty 
for that would certainly aad to the cost of the manufactui^ piecegoods by B per 
cent, and to that extent help Lancashire. Incidentally he informed the House 
that he took his vow of J^ycotting foreign doth so long ago as 1895, years 

ago, even though Bwadeshi came to be- introduced with the partition of Bengal. 

The amendment to the Finance Bill to reduce the cost of the postcard to 
half-anna was taken up in the Assembly somewhat late in the afternoon and ao 
no vote could be taken on it. Mr. if. Joahi joined in raising a protet agiinat 
maintaining the postcard rate at the prohibitive level of nine pies while aUowtng 
the air mail rate to be only at two-and*half annas resulting in a loss ^ Bs 19 
lakhs, which was being suffered because it helped the rich. Mr. G. V. Bawoot, 
Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs, did not meet the argument of Mr. 
Jodii and contented himself with working out a loss of Bs. 65 lakhs if the rate 
of the postcard was reduced to six pies. 

34th. MARCH The amendment to reduce the postcard rates from nine pics 
to six pies for a single postcard and from one and a half annas to one anna 
for a reply postcaia was ])a88e(l by the Assembly to-day by fifty-six votes to 
forty-two. Sir Cowaaji Jehangir moved an amendment which sought to vaiy 
the rates of supertax. He explained that this amendment was inten&d to prevent 
the Finance Member from taking 76 lakhs more than what waa necessary to meet 
the relief given to the poorer classes by the change from the stq> ayatem to the 
Blab system. Sir James Grigg, 0 ]>]) 0 sing the amendment, declai'ed that, even if the 
offer suggested by Sir Oowasji was iKissible tliis particular amendment would 
never be the amendment which he or the House would accept. The amendment was 
withdrawn. 

The House next accepted by 52 votes to 45, Mr. T, S, A. Chettiar'a amend- 
ment by which the first 4r),U00 of the total income of every Hindu undivided 
family would be exempted from bu])ertax. 

A number of other amendments were moved and rejected. These included 
one by Mr. Manu Subeder who sought to excm]:)i from supertax incomes of 
Joint Stock Companies up to Bs. 30, OCX) a year. The amendment was reject^ 
without a division ; but the House accepted by 51 votes to 4;1 Mr. Ananta^ 
sayanam Ayangar'a amendment to fix the exemption limit at 10,000. The House 
sat twenty minutes beyond five o’clock and disi)oscd of the remaining amend- 
menta. 'ihe Finance Member thereupon announced that he would not move lha 
third leading of the Bill. The Assembly then adjourned. 

Rejection of the Certified Financ.'e Bill 

35th. MARCH '.—Feelings ran high while Sir James Grigg*s attitude was called 
into question at to-day’s sitting of the Asscmldv. Congress memliers vehemently 
protested against the policy of certification which governed ah the Finance Billa 
rejected by the House. 

The Finance Bill as recommended by the Governor General was rejected by the 
House by 50 votes to 42. The Muslim League Party and unattached members re- 
mained neutral. 

Supplementary Demands 

A supplementary demand in respect of railways to defray charges whicAi would 
come in course at payments during the year ending March 31, 1939, in respect of 
worMng expenses, was also rejected by 62 votes to 46. A number of speakers criti- 
cise the failur . of government in this connection to furnish adequate explanations 
for this demand in the House or before the standing Hnance Committee lor ndlway. 

Earlier, the House r^ectod two more supplementary demands in respect of 
ndlmyB. 'n» fiwt in regard to worlaiig expend, maintenance and aundy of looo- 
atottre power waa rejecM by 52 votea to iX) whde the eecond relaung to expeneee of 


134 THE INDIAN LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [ xrsw dbt^- 

daetricd dmrtment was rejected by 50 votes to 40. The three railway demands 
rejeeted by we House totaUed Bs. 1%^000. while the two demands passed without 
a division totidled Bs. 13,55,000. Th«) Assembly then adjourned till the 27th. 

Ivdo-Britibh Trade Agbbbmrkt 

S7fh. MABCH The Assembly to-day began a two-days’ debate on the new Indo- 
BiitisH Trade Agreement. Sir Mohammad Zafrullak, Commerce Member, opened the 
deba^ with a powerful one-hour speech to which the Hoiise listened for the most 
part with close silent attention. He moved 

This Assembly approves of the Trade Agreement signed bn March 20, 1939 
between his Majesty*s Government in the United Kingdom and the India Government.” 

He gave a detailed account of the advantage that he said India had secured 
as a result of the agreement, ^e began with an explanation of the protracted nature 
ol the negotiations which had lasted lor three years now. They had certainly taken 
a longer nme than had been anticipated at various steges but the House would 
appredate that the search for the basis of a settlement satisfactory to both sides on 
a wide range of the complex jupstionB naturally took a good deal of time. An 
illustration of the time required to dispose of even questions which appeared 
comparatively simple was the subject of Ceylon. It took the Government Ot India 
sevend meetings to persuade the Colonial Office that having regard to Ceylon’s 
proximity to India and to the variety of other questions besides tme involved, the 
question of Ceylon should be kept apart from these discussions. Bir Mohammad assured 
the House that there was no lack of anxiety or preparation on the part of the Govern- 
ment of India to secure an earlier settlement of the question. He gratefully acknow- 
ledged the assistance of the unofficial advisers. Their help, he said, was of the greatest 
value : but it was unfortunate that there were dliferenoes between their point of view 
and that of the Government. Nevertheless, if there were satisfactory features in this 
agreement they would not have been for ^e assistance of the non-official advisers. He 
himsell took the responsibility for whatever cause there was for dissatifaction the agree- 
ment might contain. Explaining the cotton articles, Bir Muhammad referred to the conti- 
nuous decline since tb.e war in the imports into India of United Kingdom cotton goods 
coupled with a continuouB increase in Lancashire’s takings in cotton. The position, 
therefore, that confronted the unofficial advisers and himself in June 1937 when nego- 
tiations began was that if we wc.re anxious to secure free access to the United Kingdom 
markets something; had to be done to assist their imports into India. Against this 
background Sir Muhammad Zafrullah briefly detailed the provisions of the agreement 
and rebutted the suggestion that the agreement would place an intolerable burden on 
the textile industry of India. He said that it was t6 take an extremely exaggerated 
view. The resource and enterprise of the industry, the high (^gree of efficiency it had 
readied by this time and farther improvements that in certain matters it was capable 
of making were the fullest guarantee that these concessions would not call for any 
undue saSriftce on the part of the industry. The industiy had made a steady improve- 
ment in exporting to the United Kingdom and the colonies where it competed on 
equal terms with the United Kingdom. Without the help of any protection the Indian 
industry was making headway in the colonies and it confirmed him in the belief that 
the sacnfice that it was called upon to make in the interests of Indian trade would be 
a very very small one. The main advantage to India oi the cotton articles of the 
agreement was the continued assurance that the United Kingdom would do whatever 
postible to take an increased quantity of Indian cotton and improve the percentage of 
abort staple cotton in their takings. In this connection Sir Muhammad Zafrullah 
gave figiues to dispel the impressito that Lancashire was not taking sufficient short 
s tifl e cotton.^ The percentage of short ataple cotton to the total quantity was 41.4 in 
i9fibandhad %oreaaed to61.2 in 1938. It was thus the nearest percentage of cotton 
interests suggested in the course of conversations with Lancashire. 

Proeeeding to other parts of the agreement^ Bir Zafrullah declared that almost 
erkry coneeaston that India had under the Ottawa agreement had been preserved almost 
inlMt. Two exceptions were rice and wheat. The modification at present for rice was 
piaetloally of no concem to Inma because India exported certain high grades which 
were not afBwted ; while as regards wheat, because of the enormous world stocks, India 
had littie chance of beSmiing an exporting country. Furthermore. Canada and Aus- 
. tnilia had alao annendered preference on wheat and as long as Australia and India 
wmoQ the aame level Indtan industry would not be affiacted adversely. After 
eonlaining tiie j^tion In tviiaA to other articles, such as chrome, linseed, hides and 
«bi, Sir Zalnula aummed up by stating that the total number of items of the 
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Kliigdom go^, to which India gave pxclerenoe under the 
hid been 106 and this ^ been reduoea to Sfo, xebreientlng the 
liaBenoeB amounting to Re. 11 crorea. In the United Eing^rn. 
pnierenoeB on 82 per cent, of her export trade. 

Lootoff at it from another stnndpoinf, on 88 per cent, of Indians total imports, 
the United fflngdom would enjoy no preferen.w, leaving India free to use this large 
peroentage of ner^ imports as a bargaining weapon to make her own arrangements 
with other countries. Apart from the actual arrangements the value of the trade 
agmement must also be judgM from the quantii^ of trade between the two countries 
and exchange other conditions that pte'*ail in the countries. The United 
Kingdom, said Sir Zahulla, was India’s largest customer. Of our exports the United 
Kingdom’s share was 27 per cent, in 193B. For ^e first ten months this vear it 
was 34.7. The balance of trade between the two countries, which was once adverse 
to the extent of 30 or 40 crores gradually became favourable, till for 10 months in 
1938 the favourable balance was 8 crores. 

Three amradments to Sir Muhamad’s motion were moved. Mr. AkMl Chandra 
Dutta moved that the considerations of the pro^oosals contained in the trade agreement 
, should be postponed till the next Simla session pending the investigation of Ihsir 
probable effect on the anioultural. Industrial and commercial interests of India by a 
committee consisting of the Commerce Member, leaders of different parties in the 
Hoas& one dected non-official member of the House representing commerce, one 
dected non-official member representing industry, and one attadbLcd member. 

Mr. A. Aikman moved that the consideration of the motion be adjoumed till 
the Simla session, pending the report of a committee of the House consisting of a 
majority of elected members elects by single transferable vote, which committee diall 
examine the probable effects of the agreement on the agricultural, indust^ and 
commerdal interests of India. 

Sardar Sant Singh moved the substitiitlon of the following for the original 
motion : ^Having considered the trade agreement made between his Mdesty’s Govern- 
ment in the United Kingdom and the Government of India, this House is of the 
minion that the enforcement of the agreement be postponed till his Majesty’s 
Government agrees to modify the same by guaranteeing the purchase of 650,000 bales 
of Indian cotton in the first year, raising it to one million bales within three yean, 
with the proportion of 37 between the long and short staple*. 

Urging the need for postponing the agreement, Mr. A. C, Dutta pointed out 
that the subject was so vast and complicated as to take three years for completing 
the negotiations. Besides, such jxistponement would not have any adverse effbct, 
because under article 16 of the agreement, the two Governments could apply the 
provisions, as far as might be possible, pending the coming of the agreement The 
whole question, he said, in short was the protection of the Lancashire industry as 
against the protection of the Indian textile industry and between the two competitors 
one had to be sacrificed and the sacrifice was of India’s textile industry. Unlike the 
Ottawa agreement this went to the extent of touching India's protected industries. 
The effect woidd be dumping from Lancashire, and a fall in prices coupled with an 
increase in the burden on the Indian textile industry. 

Mr. Aikman stated that the European gjroup frit strongly and unanimously 
that the new agreement was overwhelmingly in India’s interest. He believed that 
time would prove the value of the agreement to the masses of the country and to the 
industries. Therefore, the committee as proposed by the amendment, should help to 
prove this benefit Britain and India, he continued, had a common objective in the 
economic field, namely, the maintenance of export trade, in one case ox the manu- 
factured goods and in the other of agricultural produce aud semi-manufactured goods. 
There was, therefore, an opportunity for saieguarding the trade between the two 
countries and for increasing it to the fullest extent by a policy of mutual coopera- 
tion, whi(^ involved a policy of give and take.' He felt that the importance m the 
United Kingdom market to Indian was perils more obvious than the importance 
of India’s market to the United Kingdom. The agreement did not give everything 
to India. But nei^er Britain nor India was satisfied. 

’ 23fh. MARCH The neutrality of Mr. Muslim Ijeague party greatly 

hriped the Congress in combination with the Nationalists to reject the IndcH 
British Trade .^;reement by oO votes against 47 to-day. Previous to this when the 
House divided on the European group’s proposal lor the postponement of the 
decision till the Simla session, four members of the Nationalist group, namely. 


O^wa agreement, 
vdthdrawal of pre- 
India would enjenf 
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ytmm. Aney, Sant Slngb, Lal6h«iid Navalrai and Baiinth BaioriiL remained 
nentral. The reaeon, as given by Mr. Aney. was the refusal ioi the Government 
to dbide by the vmiet of the Assembly. The House then adjourned till the 30th. 

Fobbionbbs’ Rboibtbation Bill {oontd.) 

aotfeu MARCH i^Sir Reginald IfaxvmlVt Bill for the registration of foreig- 
ners as reported by the Sdei^t Committee was taken up in the Assembly 
to^y. Sir l^ginAd, moving consideration of the Bill, briefly explained the 
changes made by the Bdect Committee, particularly to exemption of pnvate house- 
holders from the obligation to give information to the authorities of any foreig- 
ners residing with them. 

The House having adoj^ted the motion for consideration took up the clauses. 
Mr. AnarJhaaayanam moved the Oonjgress party amendment to enlarge the 
scope vd the definition of foreigner os fii^ws 

**The word ^'foreigner” shall denote a person ivho is not a British subject domici- 
led in the K* or a British Indian subject, or a Ruler or subject of an Indian 
State or a person duly appointed by a foreign Government to exercise diploma- 
tic function or a Consul or a ‘Vice-Consul.” 

He rebutted the suggestion that the British Nationality and Status of Aliens 
Act had conferred any benefit on Indians and )x>inted out that undei* its exemp- 
tion clause Indians had been treated as hriots in the dominions. 

Sir Reginald Maxwell explained that Government had every sympathy with* 
the object intended by the mover of the amendment but declared that the question 
at issue was what was useful in the present case. He had not concluded when 
the House adjourned. 

81st MARCH The amendment was passed by 63 votes to 42. the Muslim 
League Party and Congress Nationalists voting with Congress for the motion. 

Prof. Ranga sought to amend the exemption clause so as to give power to 
the Gk>vernment to exempt individual foreigner but not any class or description of 
foreignerB. Mrs. Suhharoyan supported the amendment as it would prevent the Govern- 
ment from using its power of exemption in favour of people such as those from 
South Africa. 

The House passed Prof. Ranga*8 amendment to provide that a copy of every 
order passed under the Act shall bo placed on the table of both Houses of the 
''''^ntru Legislature. The House then agreed to Sir Reginald MaxwelVe motion 
jr>at the Bill as amended be passed. 

Children’s Employment Amend. Bill 

Sir Mohd, Zafrullah next moved that amendments to the Employment of Children’s 
Act made by the Council of State be passed. After n short (litKuission the House 
accepted the motion and resumed general discussion on the Coal Mines (Stowing) 
Bill. Mr. Brojendra Narayan Chaudhury^ who continued his 8|)ecch, had not 
concluded when the House adjourned till Monday April 3. 

Two Tariff Bills Introduced 

Two Tariff Bills were introduced to-day by Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan to 
give cffeist to the Government of India’s delusions on the reiK>rts of the Tariff Board 
on sugar, pai^er and magnesium chloride and continue the duties on silk and broken rice. 

The first Bill is intended to continue the protection of import duty on sugar for 
a period of two vears at the rate reduced from Ks. 7-4 to Rs. 6-12 per cwt. pending 
further enquiry of the industry in 1040. 

The saaond Bill refers to magnesium. chloride, paper, silk, and broken rice. The 
Tariff Boaro; savs the statement oi objects and reasons, recently submitted its report on 
the sericulture industry also. As there was not suflicient time to complete the 
examination of that report before March 13, wh-ni protective duties on silk and certain 
iiiantifactuies of silk exiiired, it was proposed o continue the existing duties for 
another year under this Bill. 

StnoO the passing of the Indian Tariff Amendment Act. 1938, the Government 
had maintained a ca^il watch on the position of rice in the Indian market 
and ^ey were satisfied iu the interests of the Indian rice gi.*ower that the pio- 
fedJofi duty of as. 12 2 )dr jiiaand on broken rice should he continued for another 
year. This proposal was aliO incorporated in the Bill. The bill continues for 
seven years and at as. 12 lastead of Bs. 1-5 the duty on magnesium chloride 
and recasts the schedule rdaUng to paper in accordance with the Government’s 
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«deciflioB8 on ^ Tariff Board report announced yesterday. All the above provi- 
lions are to nave immediate effect 

INDO-BBITIBH TrADB AGBEBlf)nrT BiLL 

Tqsive immediate effect to the changes in tariffs consequent on the new Indo- 
Britdsh Time Agreement, Sir Muhammad ZafruUah Khan introduced a bill which 
int^ alia provides, for a contingent variarion tit the rates of import duty on cotton 
piecegoods of British manufacture and e|ntv^wers the cemral Government to make 
these variationB as occasion may arise in odiriormity with the terms of the Agreement. 
The Bill removes the standard rate of 30 per cent, and the preferential rate of 20 per 
cent, advalorem on 14 articles and subsUtates the standard rate of 25 per cent. It 
also abolished the preferential rate on a number of other articles in favour of the 
United Kingdom, while retaining the preferential rate in favour of the produce of the 
colonies. Protection on cotton goods is extended upto 1042. The cotton duties will 
have immediate Tariff effeat. Forty-four articles on which the standard rate of 25 
|)er cent, is to be imposed include lead pencils, essential oils, rubber tyres, asbestos 
articles, iron and steel articles and German silver, and aluminium articles. The 
articles on which preference in favour of the colonies have been retained, include 
canned or bottled coffee, fruit juices, bottled fruits and vegetables. 

The preferential rate is removed without a varying standard rate on the follow- 
ing among other articles : Silk and artificial stockings, electric light bulbs, platcxi 
cutlery and toys. The preferential rates on ale and beer have been removed and the 
standard rate on these commodities has been brought into line with that of other 
fermented liquors. Preference is given in favour of the colonies only in soda ash. 
Preferences are abolished and standard advalorem rates, reduced from 35 per cent, to 
25 per cent, in the following among other cases 

Toilet soap, woollen yarn, woollen fabrics, woollen hosiery and knitted apparel 
textiles. The Bill removes the preferential rate on carriages, retains such rate on 
cycles and gives preference is resijcct of motor cycles. 

Coal Mines Stowing Bill 

Brd. APRIL The Assmbly today before lunch concluded the general discus- 
sion on the Cool Mines (Stowing) Bill. Mr. Brojendra Narayan Chaudhury, who 
continued his speech when the general discussion was resumed, emphasism the 
need for making some discrimination between the different mines. Otherwise, he 
said, it was possible that the better worked mines would be penalised and the 
producers of inferior type of coal would benefit at the expense of the producers 
of letter chiss of coal. He also iKiinted out the danger to smaller coUieries which 
arc likely to be driven out of existence. He felt that the ces^ if levied, ought 
to be from tlio producers of the inlcrior niiality of coal and from those whose 
mines were more i.i need for stowing. It was the duty of the 8tatc to study 
all the implications and effcc^ts of such measure before introducing it. 

The House then passed the first reading and took up the detailed considera- 
tion of the clauses of the Bill. Out of the ten amendments moved one was 
withdrawn, while the ^ two moved by Mr. AT. if. Joahi were rejected. The first 
amendment moved by Mr. Joshi to provide for labour representation on the 

Board to administer ccss that ^vould be levied, w^as pressed to a division and 
rejected by 45 votes to 5, the Congress party remaining neutral. Mr. Joshi’s 
amendment was sii]>portc(l by Prof. Ranga who strongly protested against the 
oue-sidod representation which the Government had proiioscd. The House next 
accepted witnout ^vision the amendment moved by Mr. Bajoria to reduce the 

maxim\m rate of ccss from four annas U) ihrcc annas iw ton. The second 

amendment moved by Mr. Joahi sought to a]>ply section 11 of the Indian 

Mines Act of 1923 with regard to the composition or the committee of enquiry 
to consider any reference matlc on the onlers ]>aB8cd under the ])rovisions of the 
bill, Mr. Joahi urged for a lUvision on the amendment but when the Chair 

directed those in favour of the amendment to stand up only Mr. Joshi wrs 

found in the House in favour of the amendment. The House had not concliidefl 
the discussion when it adjourned. 

4fh. APRIL ; —During the detailed discussion of the Bill which contiiiiied^ 
today, Mr. N, M. Jfjahi pressed for division on Prof. JRunga'a amendment to 
give two seats to labour on the committee of enquiry to consider any referen^ 
made on the orders passed under the provisiors of the Bill. On the Chair 
directing th orn? in favour of the amendment to stand up, only Prof.* Ranga and 

18 
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Ifr. JoM were foand to foToar the amendment The Hooee thereafter rapidly 
peeaed the remaining olanaea of the Bill and accepted Sir. if. Za/htliah*t motton 
that the Bili aa amended be paaaed. 

Ck)l!rBXDBBATION OF TAEIFF BILL (OOETD) 

The Tariff Bill rdaling to broken rice, silk, paper an4 pute and mmeaiam 
chloride waa then taken up. Sir Mahomed Zajrullah Mhan, Oommeroe Member, 
outlined the proriaiona of the Bili which he aaid aou^^t to continue for one year 
the dutiea outbroken rice, dutiea on ailk gooda for a pjuiod of tl^ree yeara and 
dntiea on wooa pulp and protective dutiea on certain claaBea of paper and alao to 
regulate for a period of aeven yeara protective dutiea on magneainm chloride. 
Baerring to ailk aooda^ he pdnted out that the report of the Ttoiff Board which 
recentiy conducted an enquiry into the aericultural induatry had been received ao 
late that there had not been time for a complete examination of it before 
March 31 when the protective dutiea were to expire. The dutiea were therefore 
being continued at the rate at which they atood at the end of last year. The 
Oommeroe Member went on to explain in detail the reaaon why the Government 
differed from the recommendationa of the Tariff Board on wood pulp and why 
the Government felt that no caae had been made out for theextenaion of 
protection to graaa pulp and the rate of protection for paper ahould *be 9 piea 
per pound and not 11' plea aa auggeated by the Board. 

Mr. Saiyamwrti animadverted to the 'indecent haate with which the Govern- 
ment had flung at membera the three Tariff Board reporta and the Government 
reaolutiona tnareon and were proceeding with the BUla dealing with queationa 
of fundamental importance. All within less than a week. He aaked that the 
Tariff Board reporta ahould be published aa soon aa they were received by the 
Government ao that the public coidd judge by themaelvea the recommendationa 
and reaaona given in aupport of them. Inatrad of an independent, impartial and 
permanent board that waa required, the Government had appoints a acrlea of 
ad hqc bodiea, compoaed of thrir political dependents, but had now practically 
diaaolved the last of these and had constituted thcmselveB into a tariff board 
to decide for themsdves what amount of protection was or waa not needed. 
When the Government differed from the recommendations of a properly consti- 
tuted tariff board they should leave the matter to the verdict of the House and 
abide by that verdict. Would the Government adopt that principle, he asked, 
with legard to the present Bill. 

Sir Cowaeji Jehangir conflned hixnself to magneaium chloride. He challenged 
the Government’s suggestion that the Tariff Board «had erred in their recommen- 
dations in this respect. The whole point, he submitted, was the question of freight. 
He felt strongly that the Government was wro^ in stating that it was the Tariff 
Board which Hd erred. He hoped that tiiie Government would realize this and 
rectify the miatake, 

> Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmed at the outset urged the need for the immediate publi- 
oadon of the Tariff Board reports as soon os they were received by the Government. 
These reports, he said, ought to be public property and not to be treated as conflden- 
tial. He next turned to the taxation policy of the Government and declared that 
the whole policy re^iuired re-examination and revision. Whatever protection might 
be given to any industry, he continued, should^ be considered as a loan to the 
industry concerned and o^ht to be returned ultimately to the consumer. He had 
not concluded when the B^use adjourned. 

6th. AraiL Continuing the generid diacusaion on the Bill to-day, Mr. Avanaei* 
Hngham CheiUar pointed out that though the protective duty on rice had aclueved 
the object of preventing the Siamese imports, the price ^tul remained depressed 
because the price in India of rice was <mected by heavy imports from Burma. He, 
theniore, frit that Government ought to do something to remove the adverse effect 
of Bunnese imports cn the price of rice in India. 

Mr. P. J\r. Bannerjee commented on what he considered to be unfairness in 
springing on the House on a riiort notice three different tariff bills. After enuncia- 
ting the main principles of protection as outlined by the Fiscal Commiaaion, Mr. 
Banneri^e criticised the Government’s attitude in the matter. Remarking that the 
discriminating projection had worked succeaefully for the last 15 years, Mr. Bannarjee 
aaae r ted that wis was not bring attacked from oriiind and slowly destroyed. 

Prof. Banga gave a wanmag against the grant of indiscriminate protection to 
the Indian manufacturer. Steps must be taken to make sure that such proteotUm 
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wonid not be at Uie expense of the consumer, that the manulsotuxer was giving 
sufiolent attention to the utilisation of the Indian talent and Indian capital and was 
patriotic enough to use Indian raw material. He found the Indian industries like 
textiles, iron, steel, paper and others were all interlinked, each of them being interested 
in extending the protection to the other. He also noticed the curious fact that 
things like magnesium were being sold by Indian manufacturers tc far-off places 
like Czechoslovakia at competitive prices. Government should go into these parti- 
culars before extending the protection. ^ , 

Mr. Muhamad Nauman dealing with t^boo pulp and paper industry pointed 
out that no convincing case had be^ made out by the Tariff BOeuri for the continua- 
tion of protection. Dialing with rice, he narmtM with the help of statistics the 
conditions of the poor rice-grower in Southern India and how the grower was effected 
^ heavy imports at low prices. He criticised the step-motherl^f attitude of the 
Government of India and declared that the life: of poor agriculturist was becoming 
very precarious. He asserted that taiiffs were manipulated in this country merely 
to give better markets for the British goods in Burma or Ceylon but never in the 
interests of Indian goods. 

Sir Zafrullah Khan said that criticism had been directed not af^nst what was 
proposed to be done but against what had not been done. It had been pointed 
out that imports of rice from Burma depresod the prices in India and nothing 
had been done to correct that. But that, said the Commerce Member, really 
had * no connection with the import duty which was imposed in order to 
reduce and, if possible, to stop ^e imports of broken rice from Siam. 
Beferring to magnesium chloride, the Commerce Member dwelt on the many 
factors including reduced cost of production which in Government’s opi- 
nion justified reduction in duty from 15 annas propo^ by the board to 12 as 
fixed by the Government. As regards paper. Sir Mohamed said that in 1238 the 
Tariff Board sought to extend protection to paper nails using grass in face of the 
findings of the jprevious boards and without any facts to justify departure from 
these findings. The .1931 board found that grass mills had not made out a case 
for protection but they enjoyed and would even now continue to enjoy the benefits 
of protective duty imposed on the imports of bamboo pulp. In any case 
the revenue duty was quite enough to. give protection to both. The Com- 
merce Member justified the reduction in protective duty on paper from 11 pies per lb. 
recommended by the board to nine He submitted that Government bad not acted 
arbitrarily in either case and their conclusion had been arrived at after a careful consi- 
derotion of all the factors. The motion for consideration of the bill was passed without 
division and the House adjounicd. 

6tfa. APRIL :^The Assembly began to-day a detailed consideration of the clauses of 
the Bill. The first amendment to be accepted was Mr. T, S, A, Chettiyar'a seeking to 
convert the duty ^n wood pulp from revenue to protective duty. The House uien 
rejected without a division Sir Ziauddin Ahmad^s amendment to reduce the duty on 
wood^lp from 25 to 20 per cent. 

The objection on the gi'ound that the sanction of ^e Governor-General 
was required was raised by Bir M. Zafrullah on Mr. Chettiar’s amendment to 
provide for an alternative rale of duty on woodpulp so that it would be 25 per cent, 
advalorem or Bs. 35 per ton whi^ever was hi^er. The chair ruled that the 
amendment did not require the sanction of the Governor-General. Moving the 
amendment, Mr. Chettiar urged the need for having a minimum figure for duty in 
order to provide against any fall in the price of imported pulp. 

Opposing the amendment. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad asserted that there was no 
justification for raising the quantum of protection especially when the industiy had 
passed the stage of protection entirdy. The amendment was pressed to a divism and 
accepted by 63 votes to 46. Mr. Ghettiar’s aniendment fixing the period of duty as 
to Maron 31, 1942, was also passed. Tlie House disposed of the remSining dauses oi 
the bill and accepted Sir Zafrullah Khan’s motion that the bill as amendedT be passed. 

Fbotrction fob Sugar Industry 

Sir Zafrullah Khan next briefly moved the bill to provide for continuance for a 
further period of protection conferred on sugar hidustry in British India be taken into 
g)n8tderation. Sir Muhammad traced the histmry of sugar industory since the firot 
Sugar Tariff Board report of 1930-31 which recommended protection fora period of 
15 yem The Government, he continued, had aebepted the recommendation that there 
would be a duty of Bs. 7-i per cwt for the first seven years and later in 1937 had 



140 THE INDIAN LEGISLATIVE AB^af^y [ nw Dltm-- 

instituted an enquiry as recommended by the 1090-31 Tariff Board, Since the sub* 
mission di the report of the 1037 board the conditions in the industry had fluctuated 
so mudi that the Government fdt that any application of the recommendations of the 
last Tariff Board at present would not be lair. The Government therefore decided on 
^ continuation of protection for a further period of two years at Bs. 6-12 per owt If 
tile decision on merits was to have been arrived at, he concluded, there was sufficient 
itistification for a greater, reduction in duty. 

Mv Mohanlal Saxena criticised the manner in which the Government had 
arrived at*their conclusions and the decision on the report which had been submitted 
in Dec. 1937. He commented on the Government’s failure in placing all information at 
the disposal of the Tariff Board as, for example, the Im]3ei‘ial Council of Agricultural 
Beeearch had not tendered any evidence before the board on this important a^cutural 
commodity. He reminded the house of the fact that according to the Tariff Board 
there were inadequate facilities for research work and lack of statistical details regarding 
the industry. 

Mr. 1 $. K. 8om said that few industries could show more brilliant response to 
protection than had the sugar industry. Within two years of tariff being first imposed 
in 1932 a number of sugar mills in India had "increased from around 3(J to over 100. 
Similarly in the year before the establishment of protection about one million tons of 
Java sugar were imported, while in 1937 Indian mills produced more sugar than requi- 
red for nome consumption. The international sugar agreement which restricted Indian 
exports to Burma and Ceylon was an unholy alliance between the British and Dutch 
and the aim of which was to favour Java by preventing the expansion of the Indian 
industry. The Tariff Bill represented the second attempt to thwart the Indian industry. 

Mr. Jf anu Suhedar said that Tariff Boards should have almost the same status as 
the Federal Court. They should consist of inde})cndent people and their advice should 
not be rejected. The suggestions of this Tariff Board had been uncei'emoniously 
repudiated. It was no use, Mr. Bubedar declared, surrounding the country with 
a wall in which holes were left for enemies to enter. Either kill the sugar industry 
or protect it adequately. Mr. Bubedar deplored the introduction of tariff changes in 
the middle of the season and quoted from the report to show that this was apt to lead 
to a disturbance in the industry. The House at this stage adjourned ^ill the 11th. 

Farsi Bugcession Amend. Bill 


11th. APRIL Before Dr. Deahmukh's Bill was. taken up to-day, the House passed 
after ten minutes’ debate the Bill to amend the Indian Buccession Act of 1925 in 
res})ect of intestate succession among Farsis moved by Sir Cowasji Jehangir, Bir 
Cowasji explained the antecedents of the Bill since its introduction in the Council of 
State by the late Bir Pherozc Beilina. At present he pointed out that the law which 
govern^ the Farsi intestate succession was that laid down by Act 21 of 1865. It hod 
been felt for a long time by Parsis that this enactment was more than 70 years old 
and needed amendment both in form and substance in order to remove doubts and 
supply deficiencies to incorporate as far as possible judicial decisions which the com- 
munity accepted, to make changes commonly desired and to make arrangements 
more systematic it had been thought best to redrafr. the enactment. This Bill, he 
asBurea the House, had the complete support of the Patsi community and the Farsi 
panchayat. 

Hindu Women’s Divorce Bill (contd.) 


Dr. Deahmukh was cheered as be rose to move for reference to a select com- 
mittee his Bill to grant the right of divorce to Hindu women. He spoke with nerve 
and delivered some hard thrusts at the orthodox opTKinents and at the Law 
Memberigirho he anticiiiated was going to oppose the Bill. Dr. Deshmukh made 
it clear at the outset that the Bill was an enabling measure. The women who did 
not want to make use of it and who preferred to bear the misery, the agony and the 
irrong of a married life were free to do so. The Bill would not interfere with them. 
Jt, be claimed, was a hundred per cent Hindu measure entirely within the four 
comei-s of the Hindu Law. It was entirely in accord with the spirit of Hinduism 
which was oiic of change. Hinduism, he declared, had been doing nothing rise but 
a change to adapt itsdf to the changed circumstaiioes. Examples of changes were not 
ba ^ seek. Mr. Bajpria himself was an example in the house. Ho said that Dr. 
Ilcshmukh was a Vairiiya (third caste) speaking and championinff religion in spite 
of the scriptural iniunfmep that none but Brahmins or Kshatnyas could do so 
(laughter). The Dill, Bpeaker. had secured the approval of orthodox 

Ministers like Mr. 0. Bojagopahuhariar. Thjoii, again, if it was not entirely in 
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odDiOiiaiiM with the m>rit of Hinduism how could it have secured the approval of 
Mr. Savarkar, the president of Hindu Mahasabha. Beferring to the expect^ oppo- 
sitibn. Dr. Deshmuui reminded the Treasury benches of the attitude adopted by the 
Home Secretary in the Oouncil of State on Mr. Q. S. Motilal’s Bill rdating to 
monogamy and asked them to follow the principle enunciated thero that the Govern- 
ment itsdf might not be in a position to bring forward a social reform measure but 
might help a private member who did so provided there was sufllicieut public opinion 
in favour of it. The Government shoula ato ;;ecall that in 1856 on the Widow 
Bemturriage Act the Government spokesman declared that even if it helped one 
little girl to empe the dreadful rate of foibed brahmacharya^ the Government 
would be justified in supporting it. The circumstances were more favourable now. 

Sir N. N. Sircar referred to the help which he had given to Dr. Doshmukh 
in drafting measures relating to social reform and to the fact that an official day 
had been dven to Dr. Desnmukh earlier in the session for the Bill. He admit- 
ted that the question raised by Dr. Deshmukh^s bill was one of great importance 
and deserved every sympathy but Dr. Deshmukli had done no service to the 
Hindu woman whose cause he had championed by the present Bill. Sir N. N. 
Sircar continuing said that onus was heavy on the protagonists to prove that a 
majority of the community affected by this measure wanted it and that there was 
a genuine demand for it. Dr. Deshmukh had analysed the opinions on the Bill into 
three classes, namely, those in favour, those against and those which had adopted 
a neutral attitude. Dr. Deshmukh went wrong in assuming that there was a 
majority of opinion in favour of the Bill. He would remind the House that 
those opinions, which while a^ceing in principle, insisted on a condition that 
could not be inserted in the Bill by the select committe, could not be considered to 
be in favour of the Bill. There should not be a confusion of issues. Ihe right to 
divorce was the issue but the bulk of opinion on the Bill was that unless certain 
conditions were introduced the Bill was unacceptable. From tliis it must be cons- 
trued that such opinions were against the Bill. Taking the province of Madras, for 
instanc^e, Dr. Deshmukh had analysed that eight opinions were in favour and 
three agsdnst, while three were neutral. He refened to the House a number of 
opinions and declared that there was some doubt about T)r. Desmukh's mathematical 
accuracy because there were not less than 10 opinions which could only be taken as 
against the Bill. Sir N. N. Sircar said that there could be no doubt that a prepon- 
dei'ating bulk of Hindu opinion was severely against the measure ns it was before the 
House, sir N. N. Sircar next claiified the Government’s attitude towards such measures. 
The only exception which the Government had made in the rule of not intericritig 
religion and social customs and practices on the people of India was when the 
ordinary sense of morality, etc., was impinged even though the maioiity of opinion 
was against interference. In the piesent instniu-e, however, this condition justifying 
interference did not exist. It could never bc; brought within the same eategoi^ as 
infanticide, for instance. Something more than a mere division in the House, he 
pointed out, was necessary before the Government could take ste^s for forcing the 
opinion of the reforming minority down the throats of the majority. He next ana- 
lysed the provisions of the Bill and pointed out the difficulties which lay in the way 
of a woman seeking shelter under tlie provisions of the Bill. 1'he issue of the type 
of impotency or incurability, he said, could not be easily decided in a court of law. 
As for the ground of divorce based on change of religion, he wanted to know why 
life should be made undesirable by the mere change of religion. 'What of the case 
when a husband tolerates a wife to practise a different religion ?’ It might be easily 
argued that what was sauce for the goose was sauce for the gander. (Laughter). 

Another ground urged for divorce was that of husband marrying another woman 
while the first maniage was in force. But could not a scoundrel get round by 
main^ning concubines ? The last ground put forward by the Bill was desertion for 
a p^iod of three years. What would Dr. Deshmukh say to a husband who returned 
to his wife aft^ a lapse of two years 11 months and Hd days ? (Laughter). Further, 
Dr. Deshmukh had not provided for a case of cruelty by a husband or a case of a 
husband leading improper life who would remain beyond reach of law. Anoither 
important mattf which this 'one-dause Bill’ overlooked was the question of custody 
of children. Nine out of ten women, he asserted, would rather not have recourse to 
toiB law for the sake cd children. In the face of all tids he also reminded Dr. Desh- 
mukh that Hindu Law as it was, was more generous than Dr. Deshmukb’s measure. 
^^Pointed out that the existing law gave the right of ju^cial separation, and the 
ngnt of maintenance in cases men concubines were kept in the same house as the 
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wife, when thecmdty of the husbend was such as ooold be a danm to her life. 
Besides, there was also elasticity in the jpraetical application of the law oy c oorts. Dr. 
Deahmiilh, he continued, had apparently left to the sdect committee a lacuna regar- 
ding the provisions rdating to succession in the Bill, for example, as regards 
five or six different classes of property. The moturn before the House, 

proceeded the Law Member, was for reference to a select committee. If this 
was accepted, he pointed out, it would mean that the House accepted the 
, l^cipld at right to divorce for woniw under certain circumstances, while there 
was no such law for men and this would be in spite of overwhmming opinion 
to the contrary. 

Concluding, Sir N. N. Sircar said that as a member of th^ Government in his 
opinion the whole question must be left to a change in social ideas between the 
Hindus themselves. Obviously ideas were changing and if a diange in tiie desired 
direction was to be effected it must be through reasoning, persuasion and propaganda. 
He was quite certain that this was a distinct possibility but in the meanwhile he 
would advise those ladies who relied on the Bui to get a better champion for their 
cause than Dr. De^mukh. (Lau^ter). The House at this stage adioumed. 

Status of Hixdu Women (gontd.) 

Itth. APRIL A packed ladies galley awaited the resumption of the 
ddliate on Mr. Hegde^s resolution recommending the appcilntment of a committee 
to examine and report on the present position of women under the existing 
laws with special refer^ce to ri^ts and disabilities in r^ard to ownership, 
disposal of property, rights of guardianship over children, rights to maintenance, 
rights in respect of joint family property, rights of inheritance and saccession and 
marital rights. '' 

When the discussion began Dr. Deahmukh moved an amendment which sought 
to substitute for the original resolution the apointment of a committee of a chairman 
and six members of whom not less than four would bo non-oificials and of whom 
one at least would be a woman to report on the reforms which were necessary for 
improving the right of Hindu women to residence and maintenance, and tiie legis* 
lative measures necessary to give effect to such reforms. 

The debate which was opened by Dr, Deshmukh resolved itsdf into a continua- 
tion of the overnight discussion on Dr. Deshmukh’s Hindu Women’s Divorce Bill. 

Commending his amendment, Dr, Deahmukh suggested that as far as the per- 
sonnel of the proposed committee was concerned it should not be restricted to members 
of the house. There were, he said, very many competent persons outside the House 
whose knowledge and experience on the subject could be availed of. 

Supporting the amendment Mr.Bhulabhai Deaai referred to the trend of yester- 
day’s debate on the question of divorce and alluded to the historical dilemma over 
the burning of the library in Alexandria. India, continued Mr. Desai, in these 
matters, required co-ordinated and homogeneous progress. Ho sympathised with Sir 
N. N. Sircar’s criticism of those ports of the resolution which were considered to be 
far too wide to serve any useful purpose. Mr. Desai analysed briefly the personal 
law in the country as rej^ards Muslims and Hindus and warned the house of the 
futility of making new w'lde changes except in certain individual respects. It would, 
he dedared, not only be futile but almost dangerous. He next criticised the connota- 
tion whi(^ was attempted to be given to the term divorce. To think that there was 
a **ri|^t” to divorce, he asserted, was entirdy to misunderstand the relation between 
manBd woman and the meaning of the term “marriage.” The issue of the matter 
waa that one might come across a <tifficultv or a dang^ but from that it could not 
be construed tiiat a right to something followed^ 

Sir N. N. Sircar acceiited the eiiiiendment on bdialf of the Government. He 
■aid that it waa no secret that the amendment was drafted by him and Doctor Desh- 
mukh tabled it at bis instance. The Law member said that it looked strange that the 
deputation of women, which waited on him the other day, had felt that the origins 
xeiolution would not do any apod to them and had accepts the modifica Jons embodi^ 
in the resolution. Sir N. oiicar, explaining theim plications of the amendment, sari 
that altiiou^ it restricted the ecope o! enquiry it focussed attention on certain crucial 
eapect of question. Tlm:L»w Member eXpto^ considerable len^ the present 
poeition ox Hindu women in regard to maintenance and residence. TThe question ot 
ratidenee and maintenance of a wile whose husband had married a second time ^ 
was keeping a ooneubine in tiie same house also zequiied investigation, continued Sir 
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N. N. Sircar. It was often fdtthat a Magistrate dionld have larger powers to order 
maintenance for a wife whose husband, short of using actual yiolenoei maltreated her 
in every other way. Sir N. N. Sircar sud that althouj^ he would not c^e an under- 
taking, the Government hoped to set up a committee^ which mi^t help uindu women 
and the country to a large extent. 

Mr. Bajona said he had no objection to Dr. Deshmukh’s amendment. 
Mr A$afali deprecated the tone which the debate was tending to take, lie referred 
to the resolution and the change made bf the amendment and reminded the House 
of the principle for which the Ck>ngre8B stood. 

The House accepted without division Dr. Deahmtikh^s amendment to Mr. 
Hadge^a resolution ana then adjourned. ^ 

Fbotbgtitb Tariff and Non-Indian" Concerns 

Mr. N, V, Oadgil next moved a resolution recommending to the Governor General 
in Ooiincli that measures, legislative or otherwise, be taken to prevent companies or 
concerns the capital, membership, control or management of which was not predomi- 
nantly Indian from taking advantage of protective tariffs imposed to Ipstor 
industrial development of the country. Protection, Mr. Gadgil said, was never asked 
for the benefit of the forrigner. He referred to the list published in the ‘Hawaii* 
of the number of companies which operated under the guise of Tndia Ltd.’ Inese 
companies numbering 180 dealt in all sorts of articles and diis number would con- 
vince the House the extent to which foreign ca]utal was coming into India. Unless 
proper precautions wein taken, ho warned that the benefits that accrued to the coun- 
try would be more than counter-balanced by disadvantages. India had more than 
sufficient capital within it which was only waiting fov opportunities of prudent invest- 
ment. But now European capital, owing to unstablo international conditions, was 
seeking safer fields like India. This would result not in temporary but perma- 
nent loss to India. 

Mr. Easak Sait moved an amendment which sought to apply these 
restrictive' measures also to companies which did not employ all Indian commu-, 
nlties in due proportion in their services and labour. He reminded House of 
Mr. Nnuman’s cut motion to discuss Uie conditions to be imposed on subridised 
and protected industries to attain the object wliich the amendment had in viow. 
Though these concerns were essentially private yet it must be remembered that 
they were siinportod by public funds, because it was the consumer who paid for 
protection. If all the communities did not share whatever benefits were available 
then somethiim ought to bo done to change to a more equitable basis. He had 
not concluded when the House adjourned till April 14. 

The Second Tariff Bill (contd.) 

14Ui. APRlfj The Assembly resumed to-day the debate on the first reading of 
Sir Mohamid Zafrullah^a second Tariff Bill to reduce the protective duty on 
sugar from Rs. 7/4 to Rs. 6/13 and continue it till 1041, pending a further 
enquiry into ^ industry in 1040. Sir Ziauddin, continuing his speech from 
last Thursday, dealt critically with what he characterised as the exceedingly 
unkind manner in which the industry built up by heavy protection had bean 
treating sugar-cane producers and the skilled and unskilled labour employed 
by it. Mr. A, C. Dutta said he would give the other side of the picture, and 
dwelt on what he described as the scries of blows dealt on the industry by the 
Government. Sir Mohd. Zafrullah, in replying to the debate, maintuned that 
the speeches had disclosed nothing to indicate that the action that the Govern- 
ment proposed to take was unjustified and that the existing protective duty was 
more than adequate. 

During the detailed discussion two amendments were attempted, one by Prof. 
Banarjaa to restore the duty to Rs. 7/4, and the other by Sir Ziauddin to r^uoe 
it to Rs. 6/13 a 8 pro)) 08 (Ht by the Government. Both the amendments were r^ected 
without a aivision and the bill was passed unamended without a divudon. 

Indo-Bbiti6h Trade Agreement Bill (oontd.) 

Sir Muhammad Zafrtillah then moved that the bill to amend the Indian 
Tariff Act of 10:14 in order to give effect to certain <hanges neoesritafod by the 
Indo-British Trade Agreement, be taken into oonaideration. The Gommeroe 
Member explained that the bill would give efibot to the terms ol aKtkle 16 id 
the Agreement by which it was agreed that pending the coming into foioe of the 
agreement the two Governments would apfdy to provisions as for as mitfhit be 
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posBible. It WAS in pursoance of this nnderstandihg that the present bill was 
biottf^t up. Mr. Shulabhai Desai, opposing the motion for consideration, briefly 
explained the position of his party as regards the bill. Sir Abdul Hahm 
Oh^utnavi, who was the only speaker who sought to adduce arniments in 
favour of the motion, declared that as a whole the agreement was good for India. 
Even Congressmen had supported him in his contention. The only ditference 
Was as regards the Lancashire quota because that interest dashed with the interest 
of Ahmedabad and Bombay, further tlie Muslim Chamber of Commerce was 
also in favour of the agreement. The Muslims in India had to fight to two 
enemies, number one the Congress, number two tlie Government. Mr. M, A, Jinnah 
proceeds to reply to the criticisms in a certain section of the press and outside which 
had blamed the Muslim lea,:jue party on the ground that it took up a '^communal 
attitude*’ on the Indo-Britisn Trade Agreement. Mr. Jinnah referrm to the remaric 
made by Mr. Desai outside the House that the cotton grown by Mussalmans did 
not bear tthe mark of *Soban Allah*. What did Mr. Desai mean to insinuate ? 
Mr. Desai : "No insinuation at all.” Mr. Jinnah : "What was the meaning of 
it ? Only one meaning can be put upon it and that is that I was thinking 
of nothing else but of cotton grown by Mussalmans. Is it fair to make this 
insinuation ?” He wished Hindu friends to prosper in the cotton mdustiy still 
more. Hindus had the main interest in the industry as he had said previously, 
and he left it to them to give the verdict on the agreement. He knew they were 
in a majority and would be able to carry the day. 

The motion for consideration was rejected by 54 votes to 89, the Muslim 
League remaining neutral, the Congress Nationalists voting against. Sir A. H. 
Qbuznavi voted with the Government. 

Indian Rubber Control Act 

The House next accepted the reference to a select committee of the Bill to further 
amend the Indian Rubber Control Act of 1934. Sir Mohamjnad ZufruUah ex- 
plained that the In ter-Govern mental Rubber Agreement of 1934 providing for 
regulation of production, export and contioi of extension of rubber cultivation 
was due to expire on Dec. 31, 1939, and the International Rubber Regulation 
Committee had circulated a draft of the revised agreement for continuance of the 
sdieme to five years more. The provincial Governments and the Indian States 
concerned were unanimous that the scheme was beneficial to the country. 

Protection to Rice, Silk, Paper, Pulp, etc. 

Sir Mohammed Zafrullah then moved that the amendment made by the 
Cbnncil of State to the Bill relating to protection to rice, silk, paper, pulp and 
magnesium chloride be taken into consideration and passed. The amendment by 
the Council of State reduced the duty iier ton on wood pulp from Rs. 35 to Rs. 
;10. By this amendment the protective duty would bo 25 per cent, ad valorem 
or Rs. 30 per ton, whichever is higher. The House accepted the amendment. 

Chittagong Port Act 

The consideration of the Bill to amend the Chittagong Port Act of 1914 was 
moved by Mr. A. G. Clow and opposed by Mr. B, N, Chowdhury, Discussion 
had not concluded when the House adjourned. 

Official Bills Passed 

15th. APRIL The Assembly passed to-day Sir Reginald Maxwells bill to amend 
the penal code and the criminal procedure code. Sir Mahomud Zafrullah^s bill to 
reconstitute the Soft Coke Cess Committee and Mr. Clow's bill to amend the 
Chittagong Port Act. 

^ Trade Agreement Bill Rejected 

The Assembly next by 50 votes to 37 rejected the recommended Tariff 
Bill embodying the terms of the Indo-British Trade Agreement. Before the 
vote was taken Mr. Bhulahhai Z>s«at in an impassioned speech entered a protest 
against the procedure adopted by the Government and warned them : "You can 
bring goods into the country under a^ conditions of favour you like but to 
sdl them is a very di&rent proposition.*^ 

The Pmidont at this stage adjourned the House *aine die*. 
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Atul Krishna Ghose 
Babu Naqendra Nath Sen 
Mr. Satya Priya Banerjee 
„ Atul Chandra Kumar 
„ Nishitha Nath Kundu 
Babu Khagendpa Nath Das 

Gupta 

Mr. Jotindra Nath 

Chakrabarty 
Badu Narendra Narayan 


Chakrabarty 

50. Mr. Manoranjan Bannerjee 


51. „ 

Ktran Sankar Boy 

52. 

Charu Chandra Boy 

53. 

Birendra Kishore Bay 


Choudhury 

54. „ 

Subendra Nath Biswas 

65. 

Narendra Nath Das Gupta 

56. „ 

Jogendba Nath Mandal 

57. „ 

Dhirendra Nath Datta 

58. „ 

Harendra Kumar Sue ' 

59. „ 

Mahim Chandra Das 

ea 

Damber Singh Gurung 


Reserved for Scheduled Castes 


61. Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji 

62. „ Banku Behari Mandal 

63. Babu Debendra Nath Dass 

64. Sruut Ashutosh Mullik 

63. Mr. Krishna Prasad Mandal 

66. „ Harendra Nata Dolui 

67. Babu Radhanath Das 

68. Mr. Pulin Behary Muluck 

60. „ Hem Chandra Naskar 

70. M Anukul Chandra Das 

71. Babu Laksmi Narayan Biswas 

72. Mr. Kirit Bhusan Das 

73. M Basik Lal Biswas 

74. Babu Patiram Bay 

75. Mr. Tarinicharan Pramanik 

76. Babu Premba .ii Barma 

77. Babu Shyama Prosad Burman 

78. Babu Upendranath Barman 

79. Mr. PuspAjrr Barma 

80. Babu Madhusudan Sabkar 

82. Mr. Dhananjoy Boy 

83. „ Amrita Lali^ Mandal 

84. „ Monomohan Das 

85. „ Birat Chandra Mandal 

86. ,, Pbomatba Banjan Tbarue 

87. „ Upendranath Edbar 

88. Jaoat Chandra Mandal ; 

77. Mokammadan ConaCffimete 

89. M M. A. H. IsPABANi 
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90. Ma. K , Noorudi>ih 

91. Eham Sauib Maulvi Md. 

SOLAIMAN 

92. Maulvi Abul Hashim 

9:). Maulvi Md. Abdub Rabhebd 
' 9-i. Da. Syrd Muhammad Siddiqub 
95. Khan Bahadur Maulvi 

A7.FAZUDDIN AhMED 
00. MAuiiVi Abul Quabrm 
07. Khan Sahib Maulvi S. Abdur 

Baup 

98. Mr. Jabimupdin Ahmed 
(W. Yousuf Mirza 
100. Kuan Bahadur A. F. M. Abdur 

Bahm an 

191. Mr. M. Shamsuddin Ahmed 

102. ^Ir. Mohammad Mohbin Ali 

103. Maulvi Aftab Hosain Joardar 

104. Maulvi Abdul Bari 

105. Sahibzada Kawan Jah Syrd 

Kazem Ali Mberza 

106. Mr. M Faruad Baza CHO,7DHURi' 

107. „ Byed N a usher Ali 
106. Maulvi Waliur Rahman 
160. Mr. Spiajul Islam 

110. Khan Bahadur Maulana Ahmed 

Ali Enaybtpuri 

111. Mr. Abdul Hakeem 

112. „ Byed Jai.aluddin Hashemy 

113. , Sybd Mustagawsal Uaque 

114. Maulvi Maniruddin Akhand 

115. Maulvi Mohammad Amir Ali 

Mia 

116. Maulvi Moslem Ali Molla 

117. Maulvi Mafizuddin Choudhury 

118. Maulvi Hafizuddin Choudhury 
110. Maulvi Abdul Jabbab 

12a Khan Bahadur Maulvi 

Mahtabuddin Ahmed 

121. Khan Bahadur A. M. L. Rahman 

122. Haji Safiruodin Ahmed 

123. Mr. Shah Abdur Kauf 

124. Kazi Emdadul Haque 

125. Mr. Mia Abdul Hafiz 

126. Maulvi Abu Hobsain Barkar 

127. Mr. Ahmed Hobsain 

128. Maulvi Rajibuddin Tabafdar 

129. Maulvi Mohammad Ibhaqub 
IS a Dr. Mafizuddin Ahmed 

131. Khan Bahadur Mohammed Au 

132. Maulvi Azhar Ali 

133. Mb. a. M. Abdul Hamid 

134. ' « ApDUR Raschid Mahmood 
.135 M Abdulla-Al^Mahmood 

136. Mr. Mohammad Barat Au 

137. Maulvi Earur Ahmed 

^ , Chowdiiury 

138. „ Idris Ahmed Mia 

139. Mr. Khwaja Sbahabuddin 

14a Maulana Muhammad Abdul Aziz 

141. Mr. 8. A Saum 

342. Maulvi Mohammad Abdul 


143. Me. Rasaub Rabmah Khan 

144. Maulvi Aulad Hobsain Khan 


145. Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas 

146. Maui vi Mohammad Abdub Shabbed 

147. Khan Bahadur Syed Abdul 

Hafbbz 

14a Mb. pazlur Rahman (Mukteab) 

149. Mr. Mahammad Abdul Jabbar 

Palwan 

150. „ OiABUDDiN Ahmed 

151. ,, Abdul Karim 

152. MAULVI Abdul Maud 

153. Maulvi Abdul Wahed 

154. Maulana Sb vmbul Uuda 

155. Maulvi Abdul Hakim 

156. Maulvi Mabud Ali Khan Panni 

157. Mb. Mirza Abdul Hafiz 

r>8. ,, Sybd Hasan Ali Ohowdhuby 

159. Khan Bahadur Maulvi 

Kabiruddin Khan 

160. Mr. Abul Hobsain hmed 
IG l. Maulvi Mohammad Tsrail 

162. Maulvi Abdul Hamjd Shah 

163. Khan Samid Hamiduddin Ahmad 

164. Mr, Shamsuddin Ahmed 

Khandakar 

165. Maulvi Ahmed Ali Mridha 

166. Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan 

167. Mb. Yusup Ali CHOWDHUi.Y 

16S. „ Mahammad Abul Fazl 

169. Al-Hadj Oyabuddin Ahmed 

Choudhury 

170. Mr. Abdul Kader alias Lal Meah 

171. Khan Sahib Maulvi Hatemally 

Jamadar 

172. Khan Sahib Maulvi Syed 

Muhammad Afzal , 

173. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hasheu 

Ali Khan 

174. Mb. Sadaruddin Ahmed 

175. „ Abdul Wahab 'Khan 

176. Maulvi Mohammad Mazammbl 

Huq 

177. Haji Maulvi Tofel Ahmed 

Chowdbury 

178. Maulvi Mustafa Ali Dewan 

179. Nawabzvda K. Nasarullah 

180. Mr. Maquul Hosain 

181. Maulvi Mafizuddin Ahmed 

la^ Mr. Bamizuddin Ahmed 
183 ,, Asimuddin Ahmed 

184. Maulvi Mahammad Hasanuzzaman 

185. Maulvi Jonab Ali Majumdab 

186. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abidur 

Rbza Chowdbury 

187. Mr. Shaiiedau 

188. Maulvi 3IoiiAmmad Ibrahim 

189. Maulvi Aminullah 

190. Mr. Shah Sped Golam Sabwab 

Hobaini 

191. „ Syed Ahmed Khan 
li^2. „ Syed Abdul Majid 

193. M.vulvi Abdur Bazzak 

194. Khan Bahadur Maulvi 

Jalaluddin Aw iiad 

195. Khan Bahadur Mohammad 

Anwiedl Aiim 
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LIST OF MEHBEBB 


196. Maui^ana Mahammad 

Maniruzzaman Iblamabadi 

197. Al-Ha.t Maulana Du. Sakauixah 

198. Khan Bahadur Maulyi Fazlul 

Qadir 

III, Womm^s Constituencies 

190. Mibb Mira Dim'A OrrrA 

290. Mhh. Hemaprov a Ma.iumdaii J 

201. Mub. Habina Mitrbued 

202. Bixutm Fariiat Bano Kiianam 
2UJ. Misrt r. B. Bel..- Hart 

IV, Anglo-Indian Constitiu'ncy 
20t. Mr, J. W. Cmri»KNi)Ai/ii 
20.'). „ L. T. Ma(}uire 

200. „ C. Oriffithb 

V, European Conslitnency 

207. Mr. VV. L. Armstronu 
20a „ J. B. Walker 

209. „ U. J. Hawkinus 

210. V. 0. Brasher 

211. 0. Millar 

212. Bir UpxtRiiE Camfrell 

213. Mr. O. Morgan 

214. „ B. H. FFAUiiTsos 

215. „ W. 0. Patton 

216. „ J. W. R. Bi'evkn 

217. „ L. M. Orosfikij) 

VI, Indian Christian Constituency 

218. Dr. H. C. Mukiierji 

219. Mr. B. a. Ck)MKs 

VII, Commerce and Industry Constituency 

22a Mr. r. F. B. Warren 

221. ,, L. M. Blomensi'ok 

222. „ M. A. F. lIiUTZKL 

223. „ F. T. Homan 


224. ..B. M. Sassoon 

225. [Vacant] 

22a Mr. W. C. Wordsworth 

227. », K. A. Hamilton 

228. „ H. E. Norton 

229. „ W. A. M. Walkar 

230. „ I. G. Kpjinisdy 

lf31, „ H. 0. Bannerman 

232. „ G. G. Ma('ORE(U)R 

2513. , R. B. WiH'miKAD 

224. Bm Hari Bankau Paul 
2515. Mr. Dkhi Prasad Khaitan 
2510. Bai Moongtu Ball Tapuriah 

Bahadur 

2517. Mr. Abdur Bahman Biddiqi 

VIII, Landholders* Constituency 

2:}8. Kumar Biiiu BhicicharicswaH Bay 
2519. lilAlIAUA.IA BaSHI KaNTA ACIUKJYA 
CnoUDIlURY, OP Muktaoaitiha 

210. Uai Kshirod Chandra Roy 

Bahadur 

IX, Lfibour Constituency 
21 J. Mr. .1. N. Gupta 

212. „ ArrAw Ali 

2151. Dr. Bukesu Chandra Banajre 

211. Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazvmdar 

245. „ Bibnath Baneiuee 

240. „ A. M. A. /aman 

217. „ B. IklUKHKRJBE 

248. Baru Litta Munda Sircar 

X, University Constituency 

219. Mr. Byamapra^ad Mookrrjrb 

250. ** Fazlitr Rahman 

Advocate-Oenerai 

251. Bir Asoka Kumar Roy 


The Bengal Legislative Council 

UST OF MEMBERS 


1. Mb. D. H. Wilmer 

2. Mb. K. C. Ormond 

3 „ T. Lamb 

4. Bai Badhica Bhusan Boy 

Bahadur 

6. Mr. Narrsh Nath Mookkrjek 

6. Thr Hon’blb Mr. Satyendra 
Chandra Mitra, President, Bmxgal 

Legislative Council, 

7. Mb. Nabendba Chandra Datta 

& „ Nagsndba Narayan Boy 

9. Baja Bhupkndba Narayan Sinha 
Bahadur, op Nasbipur 
10 M9. Sacbutdra Narayan Sanyal 
IL Banxim Chandra Da^ta 
VL UR. Radha Kumud Mukhbbjrb 
IB Me. Baiubbwae Sinqh Boy 
Ui M KAMiirt Euiub Durr 


15. Maiiara.ta Sir Manmatha Nath 
Ray Chowdhury, op Santosh 
10. Bai Surendra Narayan Sinoh 

Bahadur 

17. Bisth IIanuman Prosad Foddar 

18. Kuan Bahadur M. Shamsuzboha 

19. Mr. Mesrahuddin Ahmbd 

20. Khan Bahib Bubid Ali Molla 

21. Mr. Muhammad Hossain 

1^2. lilAUliANA ^iUHAMMAD AkBAM KhAN 
24, Mu. Humayun Kabul 
24. „ Kadbr Barsh 

2.5. Nawabzada Kambuddin Haidrr 
2a Mr. Uamidul Huquh Chowdhury 

Deputy President, Bengal Legie^ 
laHve Council 

27. Khan Bahadur Syid 

MuiM»iJiUDDiN Hobaim 



Proceedings of the Bengal Assembly 

Budget SeMMm— Calcutta— ISth. February to 28Ui. June 1939 

Fihascial Statement for 1939*40 

The session of the Bengal Legislative Assembly commenced at Calcutta 

on the IStli. Feipniary 1089 with a fairly large attendance of members inside the 
chamber and a good many visitors in the galleries. 

The Finance Minister, Mr. N* B, Barker ddivered his budget speech. Mr. 
Barker stated that the revenue recdpts for 1939-40 were estimated at Bs. &.78 crores 
and expenditure at Bs. ^4.65 crores. ^We have**, he said, *^Bufficient reserves to cosm 
this mfference (of Bs. 87 lakhs) but we propose to conserve &em by resort to a 
loan.** Credit has been taken under the appropriate deposit head for the sum of 
one crore on account of the long-term loan, which the Government proposes to nose. 
The exact terms of the loan will be settled in due course in consultation with the 
Beserve Bank. Of ^e one crore of rupees to be raised by loan the Government will 
spend Be. 93 lakhs in making up the deficit of Bs. 87 lakhs and on grants by way 
of agricultural loans, leaving a budget surplus of seven lakhs. Speaking about new 
sources of revenue, Mr. Barker said that if trade conditions improvea they might 
tap an extra thirtv lakhs or so under the jute duty, income-tax and non-judlSal 
stamps ; but they had to remember, in that connection, that ^eir expected revenue 
from the jute duty in the coming year was nearly a crore in excess or what it would 
be if they again struck slump conditions as bad as those of 1921-22. **We must also 
be prepared for a decrease in excise revenue if the idea of prohibition gains strength. 
As regjards further retrenchment we plan to make a further reduction of salaries 
and to revise the pension rules : but the consequent savings will only accrue gradually. 
There is nothing for it, therefore, but to resort to new taxation.’* 

Beferring to the current year’s budget, Mr. Sa'*ker said : -*My estimates of 
recapts for 1938-39 were based on my revised estimate for 1937'38 plus the hope that 
world cmiditions would get no worse. On the contrary, they deteriorated considera- 
bly. I bdieve that the deterioration has now been checked, at least temporarily, but 
there is no hope of our touching th<) figures which I ventured to forecast for 
1938-39. Our revenue rectipts are likely to be fortyone lakhs below the original esti- 
mate. About half of this drop is due to world causes and the rest to a mixture of 
economic and political causes much neaier home. The deterioration in the world 
position was of course due almost uitirely to the threat of war in Europe and its 
paralysing effect upon confidence in general ; but the Munich settlement was happily 
lollowed by a recovery of confidence that checked the slump. It is, however, on the 
^prospects of peace or war in Europe that the fate of world markets in 1939-40 will 
' mostly depend.” Mr. Barker mentioned some outstanding domestic events which had 
in one wgy or another affected the budgetary fortunes of the current year. These 
Include fioods. the Bengal Tenancy Act, the appointment of special committees and 
the rdease of detenus. The abolition of landlords’ fees on transfer had an adverse 
effect on the t-ansactions under the debt deposit section of the Bud^t. In regard to 
landlords’ traiisfer fees, the Government inherited a liability of Bs. 49 lakhs on 
April 1, 1937, which was reduced to Bs. 45 lakhs on April 1, 1938. Bince the further 
inflow of landlords’ fees has stopp^. the liability will have to be met from the 
reserves. An increase of about Be. %,000 in the estimates of the eiroenditure for the 
year had been due to a post-budget d^ision to appoint a number of committees and 
special officers to investigate vaiious matters affecting the wdfare of the pec^le. 

Mr. Barker oonffinued : ’When introducting the budget for 1937-38, I expressed 
the hope that it might be possible in the near future to effect consioerable 
seduction in the expenditure which the Province had to incur on account of measures 
taken to combat the anardiist movement. My hopes in this reqiect have been 
lasgely fulfilled. The release of detenus has made it jmuble to reduce the pitch of 
abnormal expenditure by no feii than Ba. 22 laUis. Farther eoonomiea to ^ extent 
of about Ba.8 lakhs have been proposed in next year’s budget, and it la hoped that 
If the sitagtion oontiaues to be satisfactory it willhe poealm in duo oonise to effimt 
lorilher leduetion in expenditure. JyBmng tiie reasons which make larger enrings 
Uqnactieahle at the momoit is the netf to heap a careful watch upon eeStip fonna 
of snbvendve activity which are maldiig AeaniSvea manilesl In diwent parts of lUa 
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Province. ‘"Die existence of an illiterate and uninformed lijmur force in Ae Province 
and the recent release of politicid prisoners on a larpe scale are, acw^ng to the 
d^rtment concerned, providing a fruitful combination for the prwching of ^m- 
munism by a group of persons who d©ive their political sustenance from the theor- 
ies of foreign doctrinaires. The department considers that cons^t vigilance is requir- 
ed to be exercised over the activities of those among them whose avoww object is 
to cause a violent upheaval of the existing social order and whose method is to sow 
seeds of disruption amongst the illiteratojworkers and peaBar|ts of this country, oy 
insidious and underground propaganda. %e greater part of this won: inevitaniy laiis 
upon the police force with the result that the bulk of the unavoidable expenomirc 
in this section occurs in the police budget. From the public also there haa oeen 
more demand for police protection.” 

The largest increase on the expenditure side of the Bengal budget for 1939-10 
is under civil works, tot-dling Rs. 24 lakhs, which is due to an ex^sive programme 
of building projects and of Road Development Fund works. Among the wBcr 
provisions for building may be mentioned two lakhs for a pui-dah college, two lakiis 
for the Eden Girre High Bchool in Dacca, two lakhs for a reformatory school, two 
lakhs for a civil court at Howrah and five and a half lakhs for police buildinp. , As 
regards road fund works out of a total assignment of one crore and five lakhs since 
the subventions were first received, the provincial expenditure upto the end of 
37 was only Rs. 62 lakhs. The unswnt balance in hand on April 1, 1937 ivas Rs. 
43 lakhs, out of which all but Rs. 10 lalAs will be spent by the end of the current 
year. The next yearns programme of road expansion involves an expencUture of 
fee. 29.J lakhs, out. of which ten lakhs will be met from the balance m hand and the 
remainder will be available from the Central Government. The raucation budget 
contains the biggest increase under per^’ice expenditure. It includes provision of 
five lakhs for supplementing local efforts for the improvement of primary education 
in areas w-here primary education cess is realised. In addition to provisions made 
for other institutions, Rs. 71,000 has been provided to enable a purdah cpH.W 
be started next year in a rented building pending completion of its own building, 
for which provision has been made under civil works. 


Adj, Motion— Bubdwan Floods 


16th. FEBRUARY The Assembly discusfiied to-day the adjournment motion spon- 
sored by Mr. Framatha Nath Banerjee to the effect that this House do now adjourn to 
discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance and of recpit occurrence, 
namely, the situation arising out of the notification No, 656B, in the Calcutta Gazette, 
dated Februai7 10th, 1939, extending the provision of section 7 Criming Law 
A mendment Act of 1932 and the promulgation of fe^tion 144 Cr. P. C. on February 
13th., 1939, for operation in certain parts of Biiidwan District. It was stated that 
drastic action was taken by the Government for non-payment of rent and taxes iii 
the canal area of the Biiruwan District. After a prolonged discussion the motion 
was lost. 


General Discussion of Budget 

20tb. to 25th. FEBRUARY General discussion of the budget estimates of toe 
Government for the year 1939-40 began on the 20th. Fob. Mr. Prajnatha hath 
on liehulf of the Congress Party, initiated toe discussion After discussions had 
contiiiiKri for about one hour and a quarter, in which half a down meakers re- 
Aresenting toe Congress, the Krishak Ihroja I'arty and toe Scheduled Caste party 
took part, toe quorum failed and toe discussions were continued on toe next day, 
the 21at Feb , wtoen the quorum also failed and the House adjouracto Sixteen 
members took part in to-days discussion of vdiom more than half a dozra 
beionged to the Coalition Ministerialist Party. Strong criticism of the Ministry s 
conduct by several members of toe Ministerialist Party was toe most nnexpicted 
feature or the day’s proceedings. Continuation of dog^ racing, failure ip inteodiioe 
free compulsory primary education and enormous provision for new buildtog proj^ 
were toe main grounds of attack. Mr. Abdul • wimunent Coitoti<mitt, 

remarked toat it was astonishing that toe Government had failed to utiliee toe huge 
sums of money which had been provided in toe last yeai’e bnd^ for wimt of 
proiects and d&nite schemes. Another Coalitiehist, Maulw Idrt9 iMaeiewd also 
iitt^ed toe Biiiiistry for its failure to introduce free primary education in the province. 
He told the Government toat tto^had uptill now aupportod it ^ naaiM of 

but the Owehimeiit should realise that there waa a llnitjbi tiu^ Jpatien^ 


They Soften told/he continued, that tim Minlatiry waa led by the M ini a t e ri a H a t Ceati- 
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tkm Fttrfcf . but the Sp^te ooniddered the poeiticm vice yeraa. Oraodtion membm 
cbnoaitraM their attack cm the lack of any pxommme and poucy to farther the 
worka d the nation-building departmente. They thoueht that the outlook vhidi had 
found espxesaion woa the same old outlook that prevailed in the bureaucratic days. 
*'lt ia an unimaginative budget without any policy or programme baaed on patronage 
a^ placating” remarked one member. Next day, the Band. Feb., Mr. Jagat 
Chanara Mandal criticised it aa one where the money was being sauandered a}vay on 
costly and usoleas buildings. The Finance Minister had found provision for an 
increased expenditui'c so far as the valiant myrmidons of law and order were con- 
cerned. The budget as a whole was an aristocratic budget. Mr. Maniruddin Ahmed 
said tbgt the budget was not the i^eople’s budget but tor feeding some contmtors 
and hig h officials. Sir OBorge Camphell said that while the proposed taxation on 
tribes, profession, occupations and callings was an ungradnatedf tax, it was still 
based on income-tax and might create hardship in border-line cases of those just 
within ^e reach of income-taxes. The dull monotony and the lack of interest 
whidi w*ere the mam features of the atmosphere of Uie House during the course of 
general discussion for the next three days, were made livelier and interesting 
on £e B5th. Feb. when Mr. T. C, Ooawami dwelt at length on tlie main features 
of the bud^t, in winding up the general discussion. He said “The Hon’ble 

Finance Minister has comidained of the lack of funds in the provincial exchequer. 
This, inde^, is not due to the bankruptcy of th^rovince but the bankruptcy of 
Uic good fedings and well-wishes of the ministers.” Thus ended the general discussion 
and the House adjourned till the 27th. 

Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill 

27th. FEBRUARY to 6th. MARCH:~For nearly four hours, the Assembly debated on 
the 27th. Feb. the Cdcutta Municipal Amendment Bill introduced by the Government. 
The Bill dedares that the practice of reserving Muslim seats in the general consti- 
tuoioies has Mled to satisfy Muslims and so it reverts to separate elktorates. The 
Bill increases Muslim seats from 19 to 22. creates a Labour electorate and gives it 2 
■eats. It does not increase the number ot General (Hindu) seats (46) but it reserves 
7 seats for the Scb^uled Castes in tlie General constituencies. There was no such 
reservation for ^heiluled Castes before. The Bill does not reduce the number of 
nominated membm (lU) ; nor those earmarked for the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, 
the Cfdcutta Trade’s Ass(x*iation and the Port Commissioners (12), nor those of Aider- 
men (5), who ore dected by the dected councillors. The non. Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur of Dacc^a, Minister in charge of lAval Self-Government Dephrt- 
ment, intn^uc^ the Bill and moved that it be referred to a Select Committee con- 
dsting of 18 members, including four members from the Congress Party, with ins- 
tructions to submit their re})ort by March 6. As many as ten amendments were 
moved by members of the Opposition, including the Congress Party, the Krishak 
Proja Party, the Independent Scheduled Caste Party and also by an Anglo-Indian 
member, vfmeh wanted circulation of the Bill to elicit opinion thereon. Alore than 
a dozen speakers from the different sections of the House participated in the debate 
on these amendments, when the House adjourned till the next day, the 28tb. Febmary, 
when loud bursts of protest, stormy scenes ami open defiance of orders of the Chair met 

Speaker * 9 ruling over the point of order raised by Sj. Sarat Chandra Base. 
Lnuier of the Oppoution, who objected to tlie consideration of the Bill being continued 
to-day which was fixed for nou-otlicial resolutions. He took his stand on the rules 
of the House. Thereupon the Speaker directed that the House should proceed with 
the consideration of the Bill and asked BIr George Campbell, Ijcader of the European 
group, to state his views in connexion with the said Bill. Following his ruling, the 
House flared up and Congress members clpbbed it as 'illegal’. An adjournment of 
the House for IbRninutes was dorlarcd from the Chair for a settlement. But after 
the re-assemblage the House did not seem to have changed the atmosphere. The 
Speaker ord^rw somdxxly to walk out, some to be silent and some to meet him in 
the Chamber but the Congress membere were firm in their attitude. While the Chief 
Maitfer was shouting forth some remarks on the Congress members, the Speaker 
declar^ the House aujounicd till blonday the 6tfa. Msreh, when Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Boee i WMa rose to a p^t of order and iribiniained that the House could' not proceed 
with tSeddiate in oontinuation (ff the disc^ussion held on February 28, as it was in 
Mr. Bose's opinion Ulogal. Mr. Bose held that the only course left open to the 
Government u they wanted to j^«eed with the amendment of the Municipal Bill 
was to bring forward a fredi BiU. 

The Speaker ruled out Mr.:&)se’ii order and the House then proceeded with the 
debata Sir George Cajej^l, Le^ of the European Group, spoke supporting the 
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Municlpiil Bill. He liid thit hie group fdt thftt i! one strong pdlitica] party xe- 
tnsiiM^ in complete control of a Municipal body for a number of years, the irorktif 
that body was bound to deteriorate. Mr. T» (7. G^ostsamf, Deputy Leader ol the 
Oongrm Assembly Parly, characterised the Dill as a Bill of iniustico to not only 
the Hindu citizens but also to MnsUms. He drew the attention of the Leader of the 
Bnropean Group to the fact that the Labour Party in the London County Council 
had dominated it for a number of years, but had they in any way iooiiardized the 
cause of the civic administration ? Dr. Syama -Praaad Mookorje^ characterised Sir 
(leorjge Campbdrs message ns a parvinc: kick to tbe^city whtclL hnd stood him in good 
stew for the better ^>art of his life. The Chief Ulnister justified the introduction of 
separate electorates in the present cirtnimstniiecs and maintained that it was not a 
f)ict that the introdu(*tioii of separate electorates had resulted in dividing the people 
in so many divisions. An ()p|M)sition motion lining circnilation of the Bill was 
put to vote and was rejo^ted by 1!11 votes against. 70. 'Jlic motion referring it to a 
Select Committee consisting of 18 members, inclndiiig tnir Congress members, with 
instruction to submit their rcjuirt by I^Iarch 2r>, was carried without a division. 

Mk. lIvQ AND Hindu OmcE'ss 

Earlier, after question hour, Mr. J. C. Oupta wanted leave of the House to 
move an adiouvnnient motion to <lis(Mtss “a definite matter of urgent public impor- 
tance, namely the e^Kiwcssion of want of confidence and charge of disloyalty levelled 
gainst tb.e IJindn ofli(‘crs in the proviiK^c, as alleged by the Chief Minister, and the 
inevitable discontent and demondisatioii of the ofliccrs which was bound seriously to 
affect tlie administration of the ]>rovincc.’' 'flic hon. Mr. A. K. Fazlul Hug, 
Premier, expressed his regret for the remarks he had made in a letter to Mr. 
Bhamsuddin Ahmed, an cx-Ministcr, and tcmlcrcil Irs npologics to the Hindu officers 
of tlie Government tor what lie had said in the letter against them. He hoped that 
th^' would continue to give him the same service ns they had done previously. Tho 
adjournment motion was put to vote and lost by i:i8 votes against d 2, 1) members 
beIon;ring to the Krishak Proja l\irty and the Schcdnlod Caste Party remaining 
neutral. The European Group voted with the Government. 

The Finance Bill 1039 

7t1i. MARCH :-^Thc Bengal Finance Bill, 1939, as BiH>n8orcd by the Honble 
Mr. Nalini Rai^jan Sircar, Finance Minister, with a view to make an addition 
to the revenue of Bengal by imixising nn ungrailnatod tax of Rs. iK) per annum 
on professions, trades, callings, and employments, excluding those wno do not 
pay iiicometax, was subkK'.tod to trenchant criticism by the Oppositionists inclu- 
ding an .\nglo-liidiai. Member, Mr. J. W, Chippctidale to-day. As many as 
Bc\'eii motions by way of amendments for circulation for tlie puriKWC of eliciting 
public opinion on the Bill were moved. Two amendments to the motions of 
the Finance Minister for referring the Bill to a Select Committee were also 
moved. Justifying the imiKisition of the fixation the Finance Minister said that 
the Slim of Rs. 12 lakhs, which they hoiHKl to realise by resort to this taxation, 
was a mere drop in the ocean, liecMiuse there was a large gap to be filled up 
lietwccn their resources and their requirements. Tlie sum that would be realised 
from this source of taxation ivoidd be nec'essary for financing only one scheme 
namely, the water-supply scheme in the rural areas. The motion for circidation 
was lost by 119 to 71 votes, while motion for referring fo the Select Committee 
was lost without division. The House then accepted the motion for coiieideration 
of the Bill as moved by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. 

Voting on Budget Demands 

8th. to 25th. MARCH Voting on Budget demands for grants commenced 
on the 8th. Mareh. The apathy ot the Government to popularise Salt industry 
in Bengal was severely criticised to-day when the Hon. Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut 
moved for a grant of a sum of Rs. 12,000 for ex^ienditure under the head 
''Salt*’ as piovidfd in the budget estimate for the year 1939-40. About five out 
motions were moved to reiUice the demand by Be. 100 to disenss the policy ^ 
the Government with regard to the improvement of Uie Salt industry in this 
province. aH the cut motions were lost without division. The demands for 
gents under heals ^Stamiw.’ 'Forest,^ aiid ‘Registration’ were alep granted by the 
House. Cut motions levelled against all the dmands followm suit and the 
House was adjourned till the Sth. Mareh when, excepting a few impidementaiw 
queetione, the House evoked no excitement and the whole proceedings were dnu 
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and nninteresting. The atteiidanoe was thin and towards the end the 
Opposition benches, particularly the Congress benches, were almost deserted. 

The failure of the Government to ensure better price of raw jute for the culti- 
vator^ and to adopt any comprehensive scheme for ^ricultural improvement ^vas 
subjected to severe criticism in the course of a debate in connection with the budget 
demand for a pant of Rs. l'),78,000 for expenditure under the head, * Agriculture^ 
moved by the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizudi'in Khan, All the cut motions moved by die 
oppositionists were negatived and the entire demand for grant was sanctioned by the 
House. The House also sanctioned the demand of Rs. 5, ^,000 for espeuditure under 
head, ‘^Veterinary”. Next day, the 10th March, the Assembly voted without a cut, 
the budget demand of a sum of Rs. 28,96,000 for expenditure under the head ‘‘Land 
Revenue”, and a scim of Rs. 2,00,000 for expenditure under the head “Famine Relief’ 
moved by Sir B, P, Singh Roy^ Revenue Minister. Kmj)hasising that the “no-rent” 
mentality was responsible for the deterioration of collection of land revenue, the 
Minister saidj ‘Tt appears from the rcfxirt submitted by district Officers and Commis- 
sioners of Divisions that attem])tB were being mside by some ex-detenus, members 
of the Krishak Samities, local -agitators and Congress workers to foster a spirit of 
discontent and hostility towards the Government and /amindars amongst the cultivat- 
ing classes. I will request the House u> bear these facts seriously in mind. If ^e 
position docs not improve or no steps arc taken to control the ‘no-renf mentality, I 
am afraid, before long, the whole land revenue system of the province will collapse 
and the Government might fin l it difficult tc substitute a new system for the old one.” 
After referring to the areas which were most affectcrl by such agitation, the Minister 
said, “These arc the places where we find th's ex-detenus and the members of Ihe 
Krishak Bamities are most active in preaching their hymn of hate”. 

The otherwise dull proceedings of the Assembly were considerably enl’vened 
when Mr. Abdul Jabbar Palwan, a ministerialist of Coalition Paity, crossed the floor 
;n the course of the debate of the revenue budget and moved a cut motion, r sming 
over to the Opposition side. Mr. PaUvan declared, in moving the cut motion, that 
the Ministry had miserably failed to redeem its election pledges so far as the redress of 
the grievances of the peasanti*y were concerned. He i)aid a warm tribute to the activi- 
ties of the Congress Ministries in this connection and remarked that the Bengal 
Ministry “only shed crocodile tears for the cultivators and indulged in all talks.” 
Mr. Pafwan then took his seat with the Krishak Prma Party in the Opposition 
baches. Next day, the 11th. March, allegations that Government was responsible 
for the deterioration of the standard of efficiency of the staffs of the Calcutta 
Medical College and Campbell Medical School and other medical institutions and its 
a])athy for giving sufficient medical relief to rural Bengal were seriously put for- 
ward DY the luemhers of the opposition including seme of the coalition party by 
way ot cut motions over the demand of the Government of Rs. 51.30,000 under 
the head ‘Medical.’ All the cut motions were lost and the entire demand for grant was 
sanctioned by the House. The House then stood adjourned till Monday, !he 18th. March, 
Vhen a dull 'discussion centred round the cut motions moved on tne demand of the 
Government of Rs. 1,53,56,000 for ex])cnditure under the head “Education, Gepend.” 
Most of the time of the debate was taken up by the coalition members who discussed 
the policy of the Government in general and some members laid sp^ial stress on the 
necessity of introducing primary education in the province. The discussion had not 
concluded when the House was ^iourned till the next day, the 14th. Blareh. when follow- 
ing a debate which lasted for two hours and in which seven cut motions were moved 
ana 29 speakers participated, the Assembly sanctioned without any cut, the 
demand of the grant for expenditure of Rs 1,53,56,000 under the head “Education,” 
mov^ byifhe hon. Mr. A, K, Fdzlul Huq, Chief Minister. Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee, ex-Vice-Ohancellor of the Calcutta University, criticised the Government 
for lack dE a programme or policy for the educational advancement of the country. He 
said, “Ihere are 16 millions of adults in this province of 18 years of age who sie 
eompletMy illitoate and what is the magnincent provision the Government had 
m^in this year’s budget? The Government had given a sum of Rs. 13,000 for 
the adult education* It is less than half of the sum of Rs. 30,000 which you are 
going toj^ve to the ‘Asad’ which mainly devotes itself for spreading libellous 
nropaganaaand oontmuufdkpint in this province.” The Education Minuter in his 
le^fOeclared in his nsuM viastures that the province of Bengal within 18 months or 
lass than thAt wouM have pmary education without any education cess. Headded* 
feel" great relief to alijjpmaa at the present moment before the members of this 
Honaem the paUle that ire have been able to solve completely the problem of 
primary edueatloii in Bengal*^ Next day, liie 15th. MAnh,, chargee of fifaleatiniMi 
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ocoMptlonB Bad nepotism were 1>Tong^t iil^et t2be Co-openrtiTe Department and 
tile Bodeties of me Government by way m ont motions in respect ol the demand 
for mat under the head *Co-operation/ mOyod by HonTile Mr. MMcunda Behari 
MuTlick, The members belonging to the Oi^msition moved cut motions and those 
belonging to the Coalition took part in the gentuoil OiMussion with regard to &e 
policy of the Government to spread the co-operative movemdit in the province. 
Members of both the parties chained the Government for failure to provide proper 
facilities for rural credit and the settlementi^ rural debts. All the cut motfont 
were negatived by the House and the entire wnand Bs. 15,3SL0p0 for expendi- 
ture under the head — Co-operative* was grahDOd by the House. The House later 
sanctioned a demand for a sum of Bs. 16,18,000 for expenditure under the head— 
Tndtistries’ moved by the Hon*ble Nawah Khwnja Haoibullah Bahadur of Dacca. 
Next day, the 16th. March, the demand for a grant of Bs. 1,19,29,000 for expenditure 
under the head, '^General Administration** was moved by Sir Nazimuddin^ Home 
Minister. An Opposition cut motion, which sought to raise a discussion on the 
subject, was withdrawn iii view of the assurance given by the Finance Minister. 
The I Souse than proceeded with consideLation of other cut motions moved 
the Opposition. Opposition speakers alleged that the policy of the Ministry hia 
led to an encouragement of communalism in the province. Charges Were mo 
levelled against the Ministry that they were trying to suppress legitimate criticism 
of the activities of the Government. Beference was xiiade to the disturbance that 
took T)laco in Calcutta during the last no-confidence motion debate when Opposition 
members sought shelter in the Bengal Legislative House. The debate nad not 
concluded when the House was adjourned till the next day, the ITth. H«reli, when 
the House sanctioned without any cut the General Administration demand. Altogether 
nine cut motions were moved by the Opposition and division was demanded on 
three. All of them were either rejected or negatived. Four Ministers of the 
Government participated in the debate towards its closing stage. The 
Chuf diinister told tlie House that, as previously announced in the House, 
several attempts had been made to arrive at a settlement over the percentage 
question in public service at a confernce of the leaders of the different parties 
in this House, buj so far their attempts had proved unsuccessful. They propo- 
sed to convene another sitting of the conference of the leaders of the various 
communities at an early date, to make a filial attempt to at a settlement. 

If a settlement was reached, the Government would lose no time in ihiplemen- 
ting that decision. If no decision could be arrived at, the Government 
would come to its own decision and announce it. Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy, ^bouir 
Minister, accused Labour members of the House, amidst strong protests fipm such 
members, that they were spreading communal slogans in the labour, areas. 
Winding ujp the debate, the Home told the House that whereas .there 

had been communal riots in .the Congress Provinces, involving shooting aiid 
lathi charges by; the police, » Bengal had been singularly free, irom siich commu- 
ned riots and . there had be^ only one instance where the police, had beCn 
compelled .to open fire. He declar^ that Hindu oflScers were, trea^ inoist iu$1ly 
and fairly by the Bengal Government. The Chief Minister had written to four 
papers in Calcutta, inviting them to single out a single instance where injustice 
had been done to any Hindu officer ol . the Government. None of the 
papers had the courage, d^lared the Home Minister, to come forward with a 
single instance. An important speaker on the Opposition side to-day was Mr. 
Nduaher Alt, ex-Minister, who raised a constitutional point that the Miaistty 
had not yet announced their decision on the resolution of the Assembly passed 
eight months ihi;o on the percentage quest^bn^ and that the alternative left to 
the Ministry was either to accept that resolution or to reject it Or gei it rescin- 
ded or to resign, ‘ The House at this stage adjourned till Monday, the fitith. MarelL when 
the Government was severely cnticism for its failure, to aflimt adequate 
reduction of expenditure in the administration of Police Departments in tbr 
course of a debate on* the Opposition’s cut motion in connectimi with the demand 
for grant of a sum of Bs. 2,14,5.%n00 for expenditure under the head “Police*’ 
moved by the .Hon ’hie Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin* In his spee^, Sir Nozimuddin 
drew a picture of Secret Societies and Bovolutionary parties which,, in his 
opinion,, still remained in existence and intact, and were aa wdl organised to-day 
as ever. ; they weie, > probably -better. Ho said that the declared aim of those 
societies, was reb^ion, to be followed by social- rovolutiom Though ostensibly 
in the ranks of the Congress, they were no lollowerB of Congress and they were 
no fstlewers pf the creed of nOnf-violenoe. 

80 
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The best contribution in to-day’s debate came from S] Narendra Naraynn 
Chakrabarty (Congress) who in his elegant Bengidi and masterly style kept the 
House spdl'Wond lor about half and hour, that the Police Department ought to 
have a smaller sum provided for it this year, in view of the non-release of Detenus 
and State prisoners and a number of political prisoners. 

About half a dozen cut motions were moved by the Opposition. The cut 
motions sought to raise a discussion about the ‘^abnormally high expenditure in the 
Police Department, “the alleged inefficiency of the Department*’, and to u^e a 
change in the present system of recruitment and administration of the Police 
Department. Mr. J, O. Kennedy (European Group) thanked the Home Minister for 
appraising the public with the state of affairs in this province and said that the 
dovemment must act fearlessly and expose the designs w tliose who were })oisoning 
the minds of the youth, the peasants and the industrial workers with an insidious 
propaganda of hatred and contempt for all established forms of law and order. 

Next day, the 22nd. Mareh, the Police Budget was passed, 135 members voti^ 
for and 75 against the demand. The demand of tlie government for Rs. 74,00,000 
under the h»m ‘Administration of Justice’ was also taken up for consideration and 
passed by the Mouse without any division. Out motions relating to these two 
demands were all lost without division mid the House then adjournSl. 

An adioumment motion was sought to be moved by Mr. 8hib Nath Banerjee 
for discussing the situation arising out of the hunger-strike resorted to by 125 
workers of ^e Radhakissen Jute Mills, Belur. The Speaker ruled it as out of order, 
as the mover failed to indicate the responsibility of the Government in this connexion. 


28rd. MARCH ‘.—Trenchant criticisms were levelled against the Irrigation policy 
of the Government to-day by way of cut motions moved against the demand for a 
grant of Bs. 34,14,000 for expenditure under the head ‘Irrigation,’ moved by the 
Hon’ble Maharaja Sriah Chandra Nandy of Gossimbazar. All the cut motions were 
negatived without division and the House sanctioned the entire demand for grant 
moved by the Maharaja. The House also sanctioned a sum of Rs. 1,50,78,000 for 
expenditure under tlie head ‘Civil Works’ moved by the Hon’ble Maharaja. The 
Assembly had a very dull sitting to-day and the debates on tlie cut motions were 
still more dull and uninteresting. Next day, the 24tb. Mareh, the House sanctioned 
without any cut the entire demand of Rs. 20,58,000 for expenditure under the 
head '^ovincial Excise,’ moved by the Hon’ble Mr. Praaanna Deb Baikut, Only 
two cut-motions, one by Mr. Biren iranath Majumdar and the other by Mr. Maqbut 
ffaaaain (Krishak Praja) were moved and in both tliese cut motions the hiiliire of 
the Government to introduce prohibition in the province was sperriy^ criticised. 
'J'he cut motion of Mr. Majumdar was negatived without any division while the cut- 
motion of Mr. Hossain was pressed to a division and was lost by 67 against 108 
votes. The House later sanctioned the entire demand for grant of Rs. 21,12,000 for 
espenditure under the head “General Administration-Debt Conciliation”, moved by 
the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behari MuUick, Next day. the 25Ui. Mareh, voting on 
Budget demands concluded and the remaining demands tor grants under minor heads 
were passed wi'hout any cut. The otherwise dull proceedings of the day were 
enlivened when charges and counter-charges were exchanged between Labour members 
and the Labour Minister. Two Labour members, Mr. Shibnath Banerjee and Mr. 
Niharendu Dutt Majumdar^ who participated in the discussion that was raised by 
the former on the question of grants to labour welfare organisations, charged the 
Ludioar Minister with spreading communalism in labour areas through his agents and 
with attempts to establiw rival communal unions with a view to cru wng the growing 
labour movynent in the province.. The Labour Miniater replied that if anybody was 
responsible ror the spread of the communal spirit in the labour areas, it was those 
who ' posed as I^abour leaders.” The Minister stoutly denied that any money from 
the Labour Welfare Fund was spent for any other purpose than labour welfai'e work. 
Calcutta Muncpl. Bill— Conouebs Walk-out 

27tk. MARCH The Assembly held a brief sitting to-day. After question hour. 
Dr. Nalinakaha Sanyal (Congress) enquired of the Speaker if it was a fact that 
Oonfms members of select committee on the Calcutta Municiiial Amendment 
Bill had walked out as MROtest against the 'uncompromising attitude’ of other mem- 
bers of the committee. Th$ Bp9aker aaxd that he had no information in the matter. 
He would, however, make an eiif uiry. . The Cangreea members iu the select committee, 
it was stated, had boon dSmaiiding an increase in the number of gene^ seats on a 
population basis. When the committee met on Monday morning, they were understood 
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to havo beea informed that the CoalitioD Party membeni were not agreeable to an^ 
increase in the number of general seats. Ibe Congress members present^ theraincmf 
it was understood, walked out of the meeting. For^-siz seats had been providedf fo 
the general constituencies in the present Silli with seven ol. them reskved te the 
Sdiedul^ Caste. 

The House sanctioned without any cut the supplementary buctot estimstea 
amounting to Bs. 31.19, OW for the year 193^1939 including the grant at a sum of 
Bs. 6,50,000 for famine relief. , 

Poor & Unemfloybd Belief Bol 

asfh. MARCH The Bengal Bural Poor and Unemployed Bdief Bill, 1939, M 
passed by the Bengal Council on February 20, 1939, wm passed by the^Assembly 
to-day after a discussion of about two hours with certain amendments. The <meot 
of the Bill tnfer alia was to set up a machinery for keeping r^lar records^ of 
distressed and unemployetl persons in the rural areas and requiring each Umon 
Board to collect and maintain the statistics of the poor and unemployed in 
ent areas. It also provided to establish a nucleus of fund throi^ collection of 
volunjtary subscription and contribution from District Boards and Governmant out 
of which the distressed and the poor in each area might be given some rdief. 

The point as to whether the very fact of the introduction of a Money Bill in 
the Up^r House constituted an infringement of the rights and privileges of the 
Lower House, even if the Upper House might have subsequently changed the 
character of the Bill, so that H no longer remained a Finance Bill, was raised by 
the hon. the Speaker, Khan Bahadur Anaul Hague, when the Assembly was 
about to take into consideration the Bill. The Speaker said that while he was 
anxious to safeguard the rights and privileges of this House, he was not at the 
same for doing anything that might make the relationship between the two Houses 
strained, especially at Uie stage of Parliamentary Government in this province. 
What be had decided, therefore, was to refer the constitutional point he had 
raised to the Committee of Privileges of the House and if the Committee recommen-. 
d^ any action, to make their recommendations applicable in, regard to any such 
Bill in future. In the meantime, without making it a constitutional pre^ent^ 
as a special circumstance as being the first instance of its kind, be would aiik 
the House to proceed with the consideration of the Bill. 

Non-official Bills Discussfd 

89th. MARCH:— The Bengal Jute Bill, 1937, which sought to fix a minimum 
price ol jute at Bs. 10 per maund and com)>ulsory restriction of growing it^ 
was rejected by 88 to 55 to-day, the Coalition members en bloc opposing the measure. 
Ihe Bmgal Medical Amendment Bill 1937, sTtonsored by Mr. Anukul Chandra 
Baa (Scheduled Caste), making provision for doing away with certain disabilities 
of the unregistered medical pnictitioners and enabling them to get their names 
entered in the Bejgister of ‘Begister^l Practitioners,* decided, to be circulate for 
elimting public opinion by December 31, 1939. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937, moved by Moulavi Abdul 
Hakim, was sent for eliciting public cqiinion by Marcdi 31, 1939, and the Bengal 
Municipal (Amendmend) Bill, 1937^ moved by Rai Harendra Nath Chtmdhuri 
was also sent for the purpose ol diciting public opinion, by Mardi 31. 19^. Wi^ 
the consideration of the above Bills, the non-official business coimluded to^^y. 

The Finance Bnx 1939 (contd.) 

Both. MARCH By 106 against 69 votes, the Assembly to-day passed the 
Bmgal Finance Bill, which sought to impose an ungraduated tax of Ba. 30 on 
all professions, trades, callings and employments, exempting persons who did not 
Pj^ incometax. The provisionB of the Bill are to come into ^Set frmn. April 1 
1939. Mr. Dhirendra Nath Butt (Congress) moved* an amendment urring that 
the tax should be imposed on incomes exo^ng Bs. 3,000 a yean the ameud*' 
mem was negatived by 113 against 76. votes, Anglo-Indian members alio ..voHog 
with the Opposition. About a doieir other Oppodtion amendtaieatL j|||j|R: <2 
them seddng to reduce the tax, were negatived without a dlyidoD.. 

Official Bills Discussep . 

Slat MARCH The Assembly dealt to-day with, thibe Government HOk; one Of 
whieh was passed, the second rdtored to. a Select Committee and the third waa 
nuder conaideratkm when the House adjourned. The Calcutta Municipal* (Amend- 
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1989 , wliidi wiwi pMsed by ’the viilidat^ 

piMo^Uff Bsli^tlinij; ttie life of theOilcutte Oorporatioii by 
, ira Jk to enabunff &e nei^ dectibns to the Oorporttion to be Md 
iCh^tlft MViiAii^pA <Ab»diaeht) Bill, which Is due to 1^ considered b^ 
' hei^ hnd idso greeting some chaii^ in a certain section of me 

atta ilnnioipsl Act, cfnipowering the Local Government to extend the 

‘ flte tkSgpofatm m a /term dr terms not exceeding one year in the agto^te* 
iirhs mtroduced by the bon. Mr. Buhrawardy, Labour Minister, on bdiaif 
Ifawab Kkv>aSd BaHdullah Bahadur, Minister lor Bocal Belf*G6vt. 

Bengal A^ehltdial Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1939. introduced by the 
. MulSmda Behdry MuUick, sought to remedy ceiilmn defects in the present 
I Act. It was refmed to a Select €k)mmittee. 


The House was cOniddeiinff the Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) Bill, 1939, 
inttodaoed by the hon. Sir Buoy Prasad Binghltoy, Which sou^t to introduce 
eertein changes in the existing Tenancy Act in the matter of a land-lord’s claim for 
ah increase in rent, when the Assembly adjourned till the M. April. 


Bmqjjj Money-lendurb Bill 

M. A ith. APklL :*-The hoh. Nawah Muaharajf Hoaaain moved that the 
BenM Mon6y«*Lender8 Bill, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into 
odnsideration. The Bill, as it emmed from the Select Committee, was given a 
mixed ree^tion on the door of the House. Mr. D. P. Khaitan, representative of the 
Indian Chamber of Commerce, said that when the Bill had been onginally introduced 
by the Qovemment, it was like a useful horse and when it emerged from the Select Com- 
asittee, it Was like a ferocious tigci*. According to Mr. Knaitan, the Select Com- 
mittee had changed the fundamental character of the measure. Opposing the motion 
few consideration, Mr. W. C. Werdsworth, on b^alf of the Europ^n Group, urged 
that the Bill should be recommitted to the Select Committee, lie maintained that 
the measure would give a deathblow to co-o})erative credit in Benghl. Mr. Abdul 
Bati (Ministerialist Party) supported the motion for consideration and said that the 
BUI would go a long way in affording protection to the agriculturists, who were 
hard Of^ressed by money-lenders and capitalists. Next day, the 4th. April, the 
Hon’ble Speaker, Mr. Astzul Huq, gave his ruling, regarding the question raised by 
Mr. 2>. P. Khaitan, to the effect that the provincial legislature was not competent 
to legislate in relation to banks, corporations or promissoiy notes and therefore 
emne of the provisions of the Bengal Money Lenders Bill were beyond the powers 
qf any provincial legislatures. The Speaker held that this Assembly was fully com- 
petent to legislate on money lending and to include banks, colorations or promissory 
notes in dealiug with, money-lending and money-lenders. The Speaker added that 
lli8^remark8 were only about the general aspects of the bill and there were probably 
teone provisions in the bill which looked as if the House Was trenching into regions 
where it had no right to go. But tlds might be discussed at’ a later stege w)ien the 
specific issues would be taken into consideration. After the Speaker's ruling, the 
amendment moved, on behalf of the European Group, by Mr. Curtis Milter for 
recommitting the Bill to a Select Committee was lost without > a division. The 
mnendment was supported by the Independent Nationalist Party. The amendments 
standing in the name of / several members (ff the Congress Party were liot mov^. 
Hr. Whitehead (Europe Group), supporting the amendment moved on behalf of 
his party for recommitting the Bill to a Select Committee, criticised the recommenda- 
dons ot the Select Committee for including *promiBBory notes’, 'banks’ and ‘trading 
ooxporatioDsi^ Ihe Speaker contended that the Bill Would give a death-blow to the 
ito-pperadve credit in Bengal. After Mr. Suhrawardy, Labour Minister, h^d spoken, 
Bawab Mdsharaff Hoeaain explained the various provisions of the Bill and asked 
fibe fi^iiopean Group to withdraw their amendment. The Chief Minister, Mi*. A. K, 
Pdstui Bug asBurea the European Group that their view-points would receive due 
ateridenriou at the hands of the Government. He also assured members belong- 
iiig to oriier parties, that the Government would car^ully consider their view-points 
elihaa reflected in the larim number of amendments tabled by them. He told the 
Hotbe lhat although the Government in consultation with tne Coalition Party 
(spppOKtmaof the Government) had brought forward this Bill in response to the 
p^pblar demand for protecteq^ peasants and agriculturists against the 

cxceaiiye tatea of intenst ‘ by mon^-lenders, they wei:e quite^ pf^ared to 

OQ^siflek ^ ol ev^ seetiim of the House. Although the Coaiitiou 

IPirty :iimo in a majority in Hoitse, th^ were not unmindful ofthdr reapon- 
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iOMJiity ifmvxds the miimritieB ia the House. Xbe Boum egi^ to tahe 
mto consideratu^. Tiie amendment of Europe (iipi^ was lost wii 
diTision. the House thj^ ' 

Bengal Qffmial Bbcoedb Bill, X93ft 

5th. APRIL The Assembly to-day acc^ted the motion 

JVafh Chowdhury (Congress) for circulating the Bengal OfficuU' 

which sought to praalise unauthorised piilmcaUon Of official recofdis, for the 
of eliciting public opinion thereon by & 1939. Dr. Kalinakhva ^ 
opposing the motion of the Premier, sponsor of the Bill, diaracteriaed the 
'the blMskest of the black bills’ that the black cabinet under the present 
could concdve. He added that the Official Records Bill had bMi one of 
most ill-conceived measures because it sought to cut away the very root of demoerseyi' 
The Premter, in reply, stated that within the two years the .pubUca]dpnf, ^^m 
not meant for helpful criticism but with a very mischievous pu,rpp^ nam&y j tQj 
discredit the action of the Government. It was with a view to pentuise such . 
cations that the Government had brought in this Bill. 

In the statement of the object of the Bill it had been stated that a • 
tendency had been noticed both in the Piess and the platform to give unaui^^ 
currency to the contents of unpublished State, docuihents. The tender^ , 
rendered imperative the necessity of taking legislative measure to suppress the 
dissemination in the Press and on the platform of the contents of unpubUshed 
records of the Government unless after due authorisation. 


Bengal Amusement Ta^ Amend. Bill 
6th. APRIL ‘.—Following an expression used ^by Montana Mozammol Hnq 
(Coalition) in course of his speech in support of a circulation . motion relating to 
the Bengal Amusement Tax (Amendment) Bill^ 1039, the Congress en 6foc, the 
Krishak Proja Party and a few members of ithe Independent Scheduled Caste Party 
retired as a protest against the language used. ' SulM^quontly, Mr. Abdul Bari moved 
an amendment to the motion for circulation asking that the bill be taken up lor . 
consideration until April 20. Tills was accepted and the House adlounied till 
17th. April when it adjourned again without transacting any business, condoling 
the death of Bj. Birendra Nath Mazumdar^ a member of the Congress party in 
the Assembly who was killed in the railway accident in Majdia. 


Calcutia Municipal Amend. Bill (contd.) 

18th. APPIL Consideration of the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill as 
reported by the Select Committee of 17 members was taken up to-day. The consi- 
deration, however, was limited to motions moved by the oppsitionists mainly propo- 
sing for recommittal of the Bill to a select committee. The motions were, however, lost 
and the motion of the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca ^ the sponsor of the bill, that the bUl 
ag recommended by the select committee be taken into consideratioh was paased 
without division, ihe report of the select committee stated that the bill d^ding with 
the electorate had not b^n altered to the extent of requiring rcpublication. Noto 
of dissents were expressed by all the Congress members and Afaharaj MumaroJ 
Burdwan, Mr. Hem Chandra Naskar and Mre. Hadna Murshed, Next day, the 19fh. 
April, the Assembly adjournecl without transacting business as a mark of reapect to 
the memoi^ of Mr. Manoranfan Banerjee, a member of the Conjgras Party, who died 
yesterday from injuries sustained in the rmlway collision at Majdia on Monday. 

20th. APRIL ‘.--Angry scenes were witnessed to-day over the adjournment 
motion tabled by Mr. Baeanka Behkar Sanyal relating to a speech deliveM by tie 
Chief Minister at the Bengal Provincial Muslim League Conference hdd in Oaifetttta 
where the Chief Minister was reported to have made observation about oppsesai^ "ift' 
Muslima by Congress and Hindu Governments. In course of the diaooorae^ 
Nalinakaha Sanyal made a remark, which he was asked to withdraw by the 
when he replied that by this the Speaker would be helping the other aide. 
Speaker took strong exception to it but subsequently he accepted the uiiqaalidi^' 
apology offered by Dr. Sanyal. He also ruled the motion out of order. 


Ihe House next adopted the following resolution moved by JChtm 
Mahomed Ali of the Coelitioii Parly ^lie Assembly is d opiuioai that ^ I 
of State for India be moved to reduce the scale of pay for all hew enbm^ 
Indian Civil tevice and the Indian Police Seivkse.** - 
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mated to increeie the number of elected members in the Corporation from 84 to 85. 
Another the amendments moved by Mr. Shahabuddin related to the number of 
oouncillors to be nominated by the Government According to the provisions of the 
esistiim Aot^ 10 oouncillors are nominated by the Government and this provision has 
been neipt intact in the amending Bill. Mr. Shahabuddin’s amendment proposed to 
r^uoe the number of oouncillors to be nominated by the Government from 10 to 8. 
1!lie other 10 amendments were moved by the Opposition to the short notice amend- 
ment moved by Mr. Shahabuddif^ regarding the number of councillors to be nomi- 
nated by die Government. Mr. X C. Gupta, ^Chief- Whip of the Congress Party^ 
moved an amendment suggesting that the num W of councinors to be nominated by 
the Government be reduced to one, the Chairman of the Calcutta Improvement Trust 
being the one councillor to be thus nominated. The other amendments also sought to 
r^uce the number of nominatad councillors. The Ilouse eventually passed, without 
a division, Mr. ShahabuddMs amendment nusing the number of elected councillors 
from 84 to 85. 

A protest that the Bill was being rushed through was made by the Oppo- 
sition when closure was moved by a member of the Ministerialist Party duhng 
the discussion of the twelve amendments. The Opposition maintained that as it 
was a very important Bill and as there were nany members willing to parlk'i- 
pate in the debate on the question of nomination, discussion in tlie natter 
should not be sUniped. The Ministerialist Party maintained that these tactiers 
were being adopted by the Opposition to delay the Bill. The hon. Si)eaker said 
that he would ulow such of the Opposition members to address the House as 
had moved amendments, but had not had opportunity to speak on the amend- 
ments. Two Opposition speaken then addressed the House, one of them was 
still on his legs, when the House adjourned till Thursday next, the 4fh. May, 
when, against strong protests of the Congress and Krishak Proja Party. Clauses 
3 & 4 <d the Bill with the amendments of Mr. K Shahabuddin, wore jtassed. 
Clause 3 rdated to the provision for 10 nominated councillors while Clause 4 
proposed 4 seats to be reserved for scheduled caste to be returned by joint electorate. 
By Mr. Sahabud^n’s amendment the number of nominated seats were reduced 
from 10 to 8 and the words (backward classes) were omitted. By the passing 
of Clause 4 the joint electorate system introduced by the late Sir Burendra Nath 
Banerjee with reservation of seats for Mohammedans was given a go by and the 
present Bill had changed it to a s^arate doctorate with three more additional 
seats for the Mohammedans. The House divided on Clauses 3 & 4 for 6 times, the 
Opposition strength reached the maximum at 81 while the Government streng^ 
never came down to 113. The notable feature in the decision was when the House 
divided on the amendment moved by Dr. Nalinakahya Sanyal to the ^oct that of 
the 10 councillors to be appointed by the Provincial Government at least 3 should 
be women of whom 1 shall be a Muslim, 1 Hindu and 1 Anglo-Indian or European. 
The amendment in the original stood in the name of Mrs. Hashina Mur$htd 
but as she did not move. Dr. Sanyal moved it and while the House divided, Mrs. 
Murshed voted against the amendment. The House was then adjourned till the 
next day, the 5th. May, when closure was passed by the House as modified by an 
amendment moved by the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca, All the four amendments 
to the clause moved on behalf of the Opposition were negatived. According to 
the modified clause, Muslims will be qualified as electors only of Muslim 
constituencies, Anglo-Indians will be qualified as electors only of Anglo-Indian 
constituencies, and those other than An|do-IndianB and Muslims will be qualified 
as doctors of the General constituencies. When the Minister rose to move his 
amendment, Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu (Congress), on a point of order, said 
that Clause 5, as it now stood in the Bill, provided for separate constituencies, 
but not for s^arate exclusive electorates. It created three different kinds « 
constituencies, namdy. General, Muslim and Anglo-Indian, but at the same time 
it allowed for an doctor the option to enrol himself in any one of the three 
constituencies. But. by this last minute amendment the Government sought to 
take away that ri^t and option of the electors and throw them into water-tight 
rompartments by setting up communal constituencies. He wanted the Speaker to 
declare the amendment out of order. The Speaker^ ruled that the amendment 
was in ordqr. The House then adjourned till Monday, the 8th. May, when it 
further considered the Bill and made quick progress in regard to some of its non- 
qontentious clauses. The House, however, dividd three times in connection wi^ 
the clauses relating to the distribution cd seats in the different wards in ^e gen^ 
eanstitnenciei and the Government proposals were ultimately carried. Next day, 
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Apirt fcom betog anU-nationtl and 1m «i^ tiUi Bffl was pppdaed to 

all reason, to aU commonsease, to all Juidoe and it was ^owted to 

judioe the growth of civil oonsaooaneM and the expiui^on of oiyieneedtniL Mr. 


he aaid this Bill was opposed to 
lUrpkv and it was calomated to 


also the percentage of Muslim appointments and gnnts to Muslim insatatums had 
ihcreasea by leaps and bounds and it was poadble lor Muslim candidates to secan 
the largest number of votes among candidates and for a Mudim Mayor to be dected 
In conclusioD, Mr. Bose sidd, ‘^Ihe hd)^ edinoe that the late Sir Burendximath 
Baneriee erects on the foundations of mutitfd love, mutual toleratiou and mutuiu co- 
operation is now sought to be razed to ground and in its piace a miserable struc- 
ture is sought to be raised, based on foundations of mutual suspicion, mutual Jealousy 
and mutual unhealthy rivalry. We may lose in this House; I know we are faojsa 
with that. But I have the hope, the faith, the confidence and the courage to resist 
this Bill and to resist this Act, until it is removed from the Statute Book, which it 
is out to disgrace.” 

Winding up the debate, Mr. A, K, Fazlul Huq said, ' It is a matter of the 


Bose should think it ht to deliver, what 1 may call, fighting speeches ana parocuiar- 
ly, Mr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee, who has challenged to a combat not only the Mus- 
lim members of the Coalition but the thirty million Muslims of Beneal. He has 
referred to us in the most contemptuous language, calling us tin-gods. I reciprocate 
the sentiment in the fullest measure. I can assure mm that we shall be able to 
demonstrate what the tin-gods are capable of. If they have thrown out a challenge, 
their challenge would be cneerfully accepted. I want to see the day when the promise 
is going to be realised that they will remove from the Statute Book this Bill, which 
wifi soon be a lasting law of the land, governing the administration of the city.” 
The Prime Minister then referred to the Lucknow Pact and said, 'The Lucknow 
Pact was the basis of the first Reforms known as the Montagu-Chdmsford Reforms 
and from 1916 onwards, the Indian Congress— I refuse to call it national at the 
present moment— has not thought it fit to declare from its high pedestal that separate 
electorates should be condemned and the Muslims should not nave separate dectorates. 
Stressing the necessity of separate electorates, the Prime Minister pointed out that 
the separate electorates had been accepted as essential and necessary for the purpose 
of representation of the Muslim community. Not merely the leading Muslims 
throughout India, but leading Hindu politicians had recognised the force of logical 
facts and had admitted that, m the present state in which the Indian society was 
rent asunder by various divisions, separate electorates were the only effective means of 
giving representation to the various commimities and various inNsrests. He repeated 
that separate electorates would hold the field unless all the communities, by mutual 


out all over India, per cent ox tne Muslim community want separate electorates,*’ 
added Mr. Huq. The principle that had to be accepted, said Mr. Hua, was that the 
scheduled castes’ interests must be protected and protected in a way that they tiiiem- 
selves wanted their interests to be protected. After all they were the best judges of 
their own interests. 


voted against the passage of the Bill. Those who supported it were members of toe 
Coalition Party and European group and one Indian Christian member. The Eriahak 
Proja Party, consisting mostly of Muslim members, which all along had been workmg 
with the Opposition, remained neutral. The Assembly then adjourned till toe ITIh. May. 

The Bengal Money-lenders Bill 


17th. to 25th. MAY The Assembly considered the Bengal Money-lenders on 
toe 17th. May and adjourned without taking up toe measure. The Speakmr said toat he 
was adjourning toe House in order to enable the members to hold disousskuis on 
toe Bill among themselves, which they had been unable to do in view of the xeoeas. 
Next day. the Ifith. May, toe House proceeded with ctmsideration of toe BiU ebmie by 
clause. The first claoi^ providing toat toe BBltoooM come into Icnee on siufa 
as toe Provincial Govemment ndglit ^ notification in the Ofiloial Gaaette i^pobiti 
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came in for criticism by the Opposition. An amendment, sugmting that the Bill 
shonld oome into force on the date of its receiving the assent m His Ezoelloncy the 
Governor, was negatived by 112 to 72 votes. The hon. Mr. H, 8. Suhrawardy, 
Minister for Labour, moved three short-notice amendments on behalf of the Government 
seeking the exclusion of banks, considered as scheduled ones on let January 1939, from 
the purview of the Bill and from the various regulatory measures to which money- 
lenders would have to conform and empowering the Government to declare any bank 
to be a notified bank, which would mean that, after such notification, such a bank 
would not come under the various provisions of the Bill. Moving the amendments, 
the Minister Jilted out that the Bill, as first Introduced by the Government, excluded 
all banks. The Bill, as modified by the Select Committee, had included all banks 
within its purview. But, he remarks, there was a large section of opinion in favour of 
the exclusion of scheduled banks from the purview of the measure. The Opposition 
asked the Government to indicate their attitude to the provisions of the Bill in general, 
in order to help the various sections of the House to come to a decision in regard to 
Mr. Suhrawnrdy’s amendments. The Ckief Minister pointed out that the Government 
had come to decisions on certain points. But they were, he added, still continuing 
their deliberations, and he hoped to give the House an indication of thrir attitude on 
the next day. Expressing the Congress view-))oint, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sannyal said 
that they were bound by the Congress constitution to help any measure which was 
calculated to help the scaling clown of debts ; and from that ^^lomt of view they had 
welcomed the dificrent ])rovisions of this Bill. But to-day a surprise had been sprung 
unon them by the Government proposing to exclude scheduled banks from the scope 
of the measure. He said that, whatever Mr. Suhrawardy or Mr. Huq might say. 
people outside would understand that the Coalition Party had to surrender themselves 
to the Eupilpean Party '‘to keep alive the poor souls of the Ministers.” Next-d^, 
the 18th. May, by 116 votes to 6S, the Assembly accepted the amendment moved by Mr. 
H, 8. 8uhrawardyt excluding the scheduled and notified banks from the purview of 
the Money-lenders Bill. The Congress Party and the Independent Scheduled Caste 
Party yotm against Mr. Suhrawardy’s amendment, which was supported by the 
Euro|)ean Group, the members of the Coalition Party except one, and most of the 
members of the Hindu Nationalist Party. Some amount of heat was imported into 
the discussion wlien Mr. Abu Hussain Sircar (Erishak Proja), while opposing the 
Government amendment, remarked that it now appeared that Mr. Suhrawardy was 
the keoi)er of the conscience of the Coalition Party. The Chief Minister intervened, 
and remarked that it had been duided by the Cabinet and the Coalition Party to 
conduct the discussion in a spirit of comuromise. (Question from Opposition benches : 
Compromise with whom ?) But that day and tlxe previous day attacks had been 
made on the Cabinet and the Coalition party, and now he would like to warn Mr. 
Sircar that if such attacks were made, they knew how to re})el them, and how to level 
counter-attacks (Applause from the Coalition benches). Tlie House then adjourned 
till Monday, the 22ad. May, when it accepted by 106 to 60 votes, the Government 
amendment excluding co-operative societies, life insurance companies, mutual insurance 
companies, provident insurance societies, and provident societies from the 
piirriew of the Bill. The Congress, the Krishak Proja and the Independent 
Scheduled Caste Parties voted against the Government amendment. Those who 
supported the amendment included members of the Coalition Party, the 
European group and the Hindu Nationalist Party and the An^lo-Indian members. 
Next day, the 28rd. May, the House discussed the short notice amendment of 
Mr. H, 8, Suhrawardy seeking to exclude the 'Loans advanced for the purchase 
or construction of a House’ from the 0 }>eration of the Bill. Along with it was 
also taken up the amendment of Dr. Nalinakshya Sanyal fixing the rate of 
interest on such loans and restricting the loans advanced by the Building Societies. 
The House wat^apparently confused over the matter and the Speaker adjourned 
the House. In this connection the Speaker observed that the business of the 
House was progressing very slowly. He suggested that it would be better to 
adjourn the House for two days so that the Government might come to a decision, with 
r^ard to the difficult clauses. That would, he thought, would expedite the con- 
sideration of the bill. After all, this was a strain on the department. Mr. H, 8, 
Suhrawardy replied that he would place the Government view on the next day. 
the Mth. May, when it was explained on behalf of the Government that they had 
placed on the agenda all the amendments that they wanted to move. But the 
Government would like to bring forward fresh amendments or modify the ones given 
notice of in the light of criticisms made oh the floor of the House, especially in regard 
to a Bill of such a complicated na^xe. Ihe House then adjourned till the next aay« 
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llie 25lh. May, when after further discussion, the house accepted the amendment of 
Mr. H. 8. Sukrawardy to the effect that in clause 2 (19) after the word ^'prooeeding^^the 
following be inserted, namely *^instituted or filed on or after the first day of January. 
191^, or pending on tliat date,** Much heat was generated over this question of 
extending the scope of the Bill, the opposition was mainly on the ground that 
it would caiisc hardship on a certain class of money-lenders who had not rushed 
to the court with the motive of avoiding the effect of the bill and some also 
pleaded that the meaning of the word ^proceeding” unless clearly stated was vague 
and might result disaster. 

The Bengal Finance Bill 1939 (contd.) 

2€th. MAY The Bengal Finance Ml, lii39 as amended by the Upper Hou^ 
came in for coiiBidcration to-day. It may be recalled that the Bengal finance Bill 
was passed l)y the Assembly on :iOth March, 1939. Thereupon it was sent to the 
Legislative Council (llp])cr House), llic Upper House passed the said Bill on May 
12, 19!i9 with two amendments in Section 7 and 9 regarding the framing of rules 
for cxem])ting a i)crson or a class of ncisons, from the payment of the tax under 
Uiat Act. 8ec‘tion 7 of the original Bill ]jrovidcs that the Provincial Government 
may prescribe cxcmidion of any 1 ) 01*8011 or class of ixirsons from the operation of 
that act, but the Upper House passed an amendment to the effect that the provin- 
cial Government may frame rides subject to tlic aiiproval of the provincial legis- 
lature. for the cxcmiition of any ])crson or class of persons from the operation of 
that act, or the remission, in whole or in part, of the tax payable under that act 
by any jierson or class of iicrsons. 3*hc Uj)])er House also made an amendment 
in Section 9 of the original Bill which ^irovides that the Provincial Government 
may make rules for carrying out tlie purposes of this act but the Uiqier House 
ad<Ied tliat the I’royinciul Government may *aftcr previous publication’ make such 
rules. The amciulmcUts of Mr. Biswas w*cre lost without division and the amend- 
ments passed by the Council were aiH^cptcd by the House. 

The Bengal Monky-lisnpers Bill (contd.) 

26th. MAY to 2nd. JUNE The llousc then resumed the discussion of the Bengal 
Money-lenders Bill. The House made a considerable progress witii regard to Clause 
2 of the Bill which dealt with definition of capital, interest, loan etc. A large 
number of amendments were moved by the Opposition membei's but all of them 
were lost. The House aiTcpted amendments of Mr. Sukrawardy with regard to the 
definition of Com])any, Co-operative Hocieties, Insurance Company, Co-operative Life 
Insurance Society. Mr. Surendra Noth Biswas (Congress) moved the following 
amemlmcnt ^That a wulow or a faUicrloss minor whose total advances in loans do not 
exceed the sum of Rs, bU.)/- is not a money-lender”. On the assunuice of Mr. Sukrawardy 
that he would sympathetically consider the motion further discuBsion was poBtj)oned. 
The House stood adjourned till Monday next, Uic 29th. May, when it dispos^ or seven 
cluiiBcs. According to the iirovisions agreed to by the House, n person will have to take 
out a licence from the (lovornmciit for carrying on the business of money-lending. 
Such a licence will be valid throughout the province for a period of three years 
and will be issued by the Provincial Govcniment on i>aymcnt of Rs. 15 as fee for 
each licence. Consideration of the controversial (picsliou, wlietucr commercial loans 
should be brought within tlic ))iirview of tlic Bill or not, \\o^ fX)st])onod to a later 
date on the suggcslion of the (lovcrnmcnt. The House then avljourncd till the next 
day, the 80th. May, when by 80 votes to 17, it accc])tcd the Govcniment amendment 
excluding commercial loans from the ])urvicw of tlir Bill. The Congress Party 
and tlircc members of the C/onlitioii Party remained neutral. Those who 
votixl against tlic amendment included the memlicrs of the Krishak Proja 
Party and the Indepcndonl Scheduled Caste Party. On the next day, the Ut. June, the 
House made a coiisulcrablo i)TOgrcss when it disposed of clauses 15 to 24 relating to the 
court’s power to cancel a licence, no com])cnsniion for cancellation or susiieiisioii 
of licence, disfpialificalioii of n person w'liosc licence has been susi'Ciidod 
or cancelled, licence fees and penalties recoverable ns public demaiids 
nndoffciices in respoi't of licences. The House discussed fully two iiniioriant 
clauses, namely clauses 20 to 21, mid arrived at no conclusion. On the next 
day. tlic 2nd. Jane, the micstion of tlie language in which a money-lender 
will be required to keep his books of account was decided. After discussion, the 
lion. Mr. H. Sukrawardy's amendment providing that n moiiev -lender could 
keep his liooka of mH*ount in Bengali or in English . was carried by 09 to votes, 
the CoiigresB and the Krishak Party opiMMing Uic niiiciidmciit. Hr. Nulinakshya 
SanyaVs (Congress) amendment urging that a money-lender should be permitted 



to IMpi tn(to ol Meoiwt wy toagwee In IjUtol «m Iwt wWnto i^#yi!rian. 
w.Bto«nnw’t aacitoinato an^tii^ ^ toe ItotSnmi ttt % eoaffliiQMbl 
m iM totoe tasn elt edYUMe tod aiuviA etotonnnt itf aotoiiiate. to In ejibiniUeA 
to ^ knitot to to« bociowar, miat be yp^tten atSpr to oir to 

i a pwb. to tw. utoKnrer nilelbt OHniek i*ui pwwd. A Coi^iien paxi?^ etneiiidr 
amt tuet nuto itotetoenta iho^ be to the Itogm^. <4 thebonow# wn iqtotrn* 
Thfi Hottae taeii adiourned till June 15 next. 

to STih. IDlQt The Aaaembly leassembled <m the 15lh.. ^ne to xeBume 
o<Ki8idecatioii of the Bengal M6ney4ead<m’ Bill and ac^urned tUl the next day, after h 
brief aittmg, aa the Government wanM time to aiii’ive at a deciaion in rega^ to a 
clanae relating to inteieat. Next d^, the lethu jane* it (UapoMd of adeAe more amend- 
menta wiw regard to Clanaea 31, SST and 33. Ito^eaa vaa not honf^er satiafactory 
aa the Government could not come to any d^iaion with reapect to certain 
amendmenta to theae clauaea moved by the opposition. The House then adjourned 
till Tueaday next, tlm tOth. June, when by an amendment moved by Mr. H. 8, 
Suhrawardy^ a provision was made regarding the unsecured loan for annual 
instalments for possible extension of time for 20 years and decree without 
interest was to apply only to unsecured loans before the commencement Of the 
Act so that future loan might be giv^ without a danger of having the realisa- 
tion Md upi for a period of years. Another provision was made which provided 
that in case there was any f^ure to pay the instalments the court might give 
time for the payment of the instalments which should not be less thc^i one year, 
if the court found that the failure had be^ due to circumstances beyond the 
control of ^e debtor and that it was necessary that the debtor should be given 
time to collect the money till the harvest. The House was then considering the 
question of penalties to be inflicted if the loan which had been described aa 
commercial was found to be not commercial loan. Mr. Suhrawardy said that 
the Government had made this provision very strineent. They did not want the 
law to be evaded. The House was considering this when it was adjourned. 
On the. sand. June, a vital part of the Bill, namely clause 28, laying down that 
the rate of interest, should not exceed 8 and 10 cent per annum simple, in. the 
caae of secured and unsecured loans respectively, giving the rate of mterest so 
proposed retrospective effect and extending the ''rule of damdupat” to apply to 
mtereat already paid or included in any decree, came up for consideration. The 
Government did not move any amendment to the clause of the Bill, as reported 
by the Belect Committee. As many as 19 amendments were, however, movra to 
the Clause by members belonging to the Congress Party, the Kriphak Froja Party, 
the European Group, the Hindu Nationalist Party and the Independent Group. 
The amendments moved by Congress members wanted to lay down a lower 
rate of interest both in respect of socured and unsecured loans than that 
provided in the Bill. The amendments moved by the Erishak Proja Party 
members wanted to lower the rate of interest still further. The amendments 
moved by Mr. Z). P. Khaitan (Independent), representing the Indian Chamber of 
Commerce, wanted to give a rate of interest higher than that proposed in the 
Ullf opposed the application of the "rule of damdupat ’ to past transactions, 
msired to make provision for payment of compound interest which has been 
altogether, abolished by the Bill and urged restriction of the provisions of the 
Bill z^arang the rate of interest and application of the "Buie of Damdupat*’ 
to future transactions only. The amendment moved on bdialf of the European 
Group (q>poBed the giving of retrospective effect to the provision of the Bill 
warding the rate <3 interest. The amendment moved by Mr. /. Basu 
(Hindu Nationalist Party) desired to make provision for compound interest. The 
debate bn these amendments, which lasted nearly three hours and in which about 
a dosen speakers rqsresenting different ppties took part, was adjourned till the 
next day, th» ttrd. Jims, wh&i all non-ofiScial amendments demanefing lower rates 
of interest than 8 to 10 per cent per annum simple for secured and unsecured 
loans respectivdiy as proposed in the Bill and opposing the application of the 
nde of "damdupat” and retrospiKtive effect to the proposed rate of interest and 
ui|^ the levy compound mterest were lojected by the House. In opposing 
the amendments, the bon. Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy. Labour Minister; Jfiola the 
Eunn^ which had opposed retipspective legislation, that the Goverament 

Mlhied thht reitoepeetive eflm given to law was bjm in principle and that ^ 
Government wean JnstiM m ^ case because^ the eonditipna of the peojiMe in 
thia Profhw were midk |hsV wittout retrOapeotive ai^lmtkm, thnin im pb 
poMhle hope of snvmg flie the dutdmi b| mqiief ^lendm 
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!dt % dktubB df tha m. we ttcM iteixirteiit 4attee wMdi 

|ra8 diBcuBied to-A^y mlclii evoked obetrov^rBial db^BidimB empowen tbe ceoit 
w an tmeaetiOBB in cdniieclidn iriA m^ey^endiiig imreitBonably ^oaed or 
ildjlOB&d lor, a period dt Wdve years pie^ouB to Ae passiAg ol this Act and reopai 
iiny d^reee iiia suit, to which thjB ciktiBe applies, wMcIh ^as not foUy satiBfied by the 
let cl ^aniiary 1999 and provides, that if AyAingl^ been paid or allowed account 
of or after Ae let of Janna^ 1939 in Teif^t the liability, the court shall order the 
\&^iec to repay any sum whicli the coun com^ars to be teWable in reapept of that 
Bttiii. Ihe 6ub-;Section providing fOr reribd after Ae let ox Januaiy 1939 was ogjo- 
sed by the tSdn^B Party, wmch moved an axnOndiuent uit^ng its deletion* The 
Congress amenoiinent was lost by 82 to 30 votes, the £ur(q;>ean group remaining 
neutrid, Vhe Oon^s Party also o]^ed the giving of retrospective effect to the 
provisi^B of tlte elattsc in respect of the court not fully satisfied by the 1st of Janusiiw 
1939. Beassembling oil the next day, the, Sllli. June, the Assembly passed the Bill 
without any opposition. Explaining that the Congress party did not propose to bbs- 
truet the passage of the BUI, Mr. Sarat Chandra Boae pointed out that the attitude i 
of his Party tow^s the Bill was one of co-operation. The Congress Pm^ slip- 
ported certain provisions of the Bill whidx were consistent with the Conness policy 
and principle. Such a Bill would lose its utility without provisions for <meap credit 
facilities which must be provided by the State. The Speaker regretted that in the 
matter of supply of cheap credit facilities, there was nothing so far to the credit of 
the Bengal Government. Mr. Bose further explained that his Party did not see 
eye to eye with the Government or with the European group in the matter of distinc- 
tion that had been made in the BUI between banks and banks, in regard to some of 
the penalty clauses and also in regard to some of the retrospective provisions. 
Mr. M S, Suhrawardy. Labour Minister, who piloted the Bill, claimed that 
the Bill was going to do real good to the poor and down-trodden people of this 
Fiovince. As 'r?gard8 the Op]iosition criticism of discrimination between banks and 
banks. Mr. Suhrawardy pointed out that the scheduled banks which had been 
excluded from tlie operation of the Bill were Indian Banks with Indian capital. He 
repudiated the suggestion made by the Leader of the Opposition that the Government 
had not taken steps for the purpose of establishing rural credit. He pointed out that 
they were overhauling the co-operative credit societies. The Minister told the House 
that when the Assembly would meet next, the Government would be in a position to 
place before Uic House a well considered scheme for rehabilitating the rural credit. 
The main provisions of the present Bill are, that the lendei* is required to take licence 
from the Government for carrying oh the buBinesB of money-lending after such date, 
not less than six months after the commencement of this Act, as the Provincial 
Government shall, by notification in the Official Gazette appoint in this bAalf. Com- 
pound intci'est is totally abolished and the maximum rate of interest recoverable from 
a bovrc iver is reduced to eight per cent per annum for secured and ten per cent per 
annum for unsecured loans irresi^ective of whether such interest acemes b^ore or 
after the commencement of the Act. The Bill provides for the application of the nile 
of “Damdupat” and gives retrospective effect to the rate of interest prescribed and to 
the application of the rule of *'Damdupat.” 

Calcutta Municipal Amend. Bill (contd.) 

28th. JUNE The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill 1939, which had bera 
passed by the Council with two amendments on Wednesday mommg was returned to 
the Assembly, when it met this evening. The House will take up consideration ot these 
two amendments when the House re-assembles on July 6 next. 

Calcutta Police Amend. Bill 

The Assembly next passed' the Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill 
1939 in the form in which it had emerged from the House, where it was intro- 
duced by the hon. Sir JSr^tc;aja Nazimuddin, Home Minister, on bdiall of the Govt 
The Bill provides that the Commissioner of Police of Calcutta, by anorder in writing 
can depute one more police officers bdow the rank of head constable or other persons 
to attend any public meeting to take down the proceedings of such meeting if In the 
opinion of the Commissioner of Police the meeting is likely to promote seditioin or 
disaffection or to cause a disturbance of the public peace and tranquillity. The Houae 
then adjourned till the 6tii. July next. , 



Proceedings of the Bengal Council 

Budget Sestion— Calcutta— Sth. February to 28tli. June 1939 

Nok-offioial Besolutions 

The Budget session of the Bengid LegislatiTe Council commenced at 
Calcutta on •the 8th. February 1980 with the Hon’ble Mr. 8. C. Mitter 
in the Oiifur. Condolence resolutions were moved from the Chair on the 
death of Mustafa Kemal Atatuil^ !Di. Sir Brjendra Nath Seal, My. Qirish Chandra 
Bose and Maulana Shaukat Ali. The Hon’ble the President then Communicated the 
Calcutta Official Beceivers Bill, 1938, passed by both the Chambers of tiie Bengal 
IjCgislature, which have been assented to by his Excellency the Governor 
under the provisions of Section 75 of the Government of India Act, 1935. Next 
day, the 0th. February, the House adopted two non>K>fficial resolutions. One of these 
urjced the Government to absorb those who had been discharged from service 
owing to stoppage of settlement work in various districts by nving them pre- 
ference while recruiting new hands in various departments of we Government. 
The other resolution urged the Government to levy a pilgrim tax on tickets sold 
by the difreient railways to passengers intending to travel to Nawadwip on the 
occasion of the solar and lunar eclipses, and to make available the proceeds therefrom 
to the local municipality in order to enable diem to undert^e adequate pre- 
cautionary sanitary and conservancy measures for the welfare of the pUgnms. 

Indian Plannl>o Committeb 

Explaining the attitude of the Government towards the Congress National 
Planning Committee, the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca. Minister for Industries, said 
that &e Government were asked to co-operate with Congress National Planning 
Committee and to make financial contributions towards its expenses. In ^ 
absence of any precise information as to the nature of the co-operation expected or 
the amount of the financial liability involved, the Government could not arrive 
at any decision. The information required by the Committee, he added, was 
b^g asked for and the matter would be further conudered after it was collated. 
The Nawab Bahadur informed the House that they had set up an Industrial 
Survey Committee to advice them in regard to the balanced development of 
industries in Bengal. 

Official Bills 

lOlh. to 18th. FEBRUARY The House met to-day to consider official busi- 
ness. The Revenue Minister, Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy^ moved that the Bengal 
Tenancy (Second Amendment) Bill of 1938 as passed by the Assembly be tideen 
into consideration. On a point of order, Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Roy 
Chowdhury of Santosh said that under the rules at least seven days’ notice of a 
motion should be given to the House, but in this case the conditions of the rules 
had not been fulfilled. Sir B. P. Singh Roy said that this rule had been relaxed 
by the President on more than one occasion in the past. He also submitted that 
being a Minister who was not a member of the Upper House, it had not been 
possible for him to give notice of the motion till February 8 when the Council 
first met. Hehopea that the President would relax the rules in the present 
instance also and allow him to move his motion. The President^ while admitring 
that relaxation of the rule had been made in the past on certain occasions, ruled 
that in the nrcsentcase he was not going to do so. In this connection, he once 
more stresse^the desirability of the Upper House having its representatives in 
the Cabinet. The Council then adjourned till Monday, the 18th. Fehmary, when 
the Hon’ble Nawab Mmharryf Hussain moved that the Bengal Repealing and 
Amending Bill, 1938 be token into consideration. The Bill was then passed oy line 
House as passed by the Assembly in the last session. The House then adjourned. 
Recruitment to Indian Berviceb 

lifh. FEBRUARY The Council to-day adq^^ted a non-offidal resolution deciding, 
under Section liQS of the rules and standing mders. to present an address to H. E. 
the Governor of Bengal thrimgh the President oi the Council, reouesting His 
Excrilency to take neceMuy elm to move the Government oi India to fix a 
definite quota for the recruifiBonl oi Bengalis—Hindns, MuuUms, Buddhists and 
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other communities-in all brandies of cvnl as wdl as dde|^ services under ^ 
India Government. An amendment, moved on b^alf of the Confess Party by 
Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, Leader of the Opposition, which oppos^, the idea of 
fixation of any quota, was negatived by the House without any division, only 
members of ^e Congress Party supporting the am^dment. Ep^lmnmg ^e Govern- 
ment ixiint of view, the Home hunisteT, Sir Nazimuddtn^ ^ subject- 

matter of this resolution was not primarily the concern of the Bengal Govern- 
ment and, therefore, this Government had ^decided not to take any wart in mis 
debate or express any opinion on this sutiject-matter but they would forward a 
copy of the proceedings of the House to the, Government if the resolution was 
passed by the House. 

Development of Salt Industry 

Tlic House next adopted without any division a resolution of the Congress 
Party deciding to present an address to H. E. the Governor, through the 
l^esident of the Council, expressing the opinion that with a view to encouraging 
indigenous manufacture of salt and the development of the salt industry in Bengal 
it was essential that the salt excise preventive department be not transferred from 
the Government of Bengal to the Central Government and to move the proper 
authorities concerned in tms behalf. 

Import Duties on Rice 

Another non-oflicial resolution, moved by a Muslim/inemhcr of tlie Ministerialist 
Party, which wanted to present an address to the Governor exj^rcssing the opinion 
that his Excellency should move the authorities concerned to take steps to impose 
imjxirt duties on rice and paddy imported from foreign countries, was withdrawn 
after non -official members had strongly objected to the imposition of such an import 
duty and after the Finance Minister had jKiintcd out that it would be inopportune 
on tneir jiart to pass such a resolution at this stage, because as was clear from 
the statement made by Sir Zafrnlloh Khan in the Central Assembly, the question 
of the Indo-Biirma trade agreement was receiving Uie active consiaeration of the 
Central Government The Council then adjourned till the 16th. February when 
the Hon. Mr. N. R, Sarkar, in presenting the budget estimates of the Government 
for 10vl9-40, made some comments on the present condition and outlook for trade, 
on which the economic prosiicrity of the Province, including that of the Government's 
exchequer, was very materially dejieiidont. 

Beuef for the Poor Bill 

20th. FEBRUARY The Council passed to-day a non-official Bill to provide 
rdief for the poor in rural parts and the unemidoyed. The Bill will depend for its 
working on the collection of funds on a charitable system which will ^ managed 
by a committee consisting of membeia of Union Boards with such o^ers as may be 
co-opted. The House accepted a resolution moved by Dr. Radhakumud Mookerjee 
criticising the Ministry for not having taken any action on the rqort of a Special 
Committee set up for the conduct of the business of the House. 

General Discussion of Budget 

21sL to ,26th. FEBRUARY The general discussion on the Budget commenvoa on 
the 21st. Fdt. Opening the discussion, Dr. Radha Kumud Mukherjee obser^’ed 
that the Budget that the Hon'ble the Finance Minister had presented was more like the 
budget of an accountant than that of a statesman. The BengM Government bu^et 
had shown that it had hardly undergone any change in its character in consequence 
of the Government of India Act, 1933. Its budget was still the child of the old 
onicr which had not yet yields its place to the new, the product of the people. 
What future could there be for a county on the basis of a 3 per cent literacy and a 
3 annas daily income jicr head ? What future could there be for J^ngal when her 
basic key-industry of agnciilture, on which depended two-thirds of her population, 
about 33 millions, was liardly an economic cone«>m ? It was impossible to build up 
the county on the basis of mass-illiteracy and insolvent peasantiT. Next day w 
22nd. Febraary. Mr. Kamini Kumur Dutt, Leader of the Congress Party, dicing with 
the budget said, **The problem of Bengal to-day is not the problem ^ f the p^ioe 
or jails, it is the problem of hunger,-o£ starvation, of semi-starvation sapping die 
vitality of the nation. The problem of Bengal further is a problem o^; Mucated 
middle-classes who in sratq of decent education do not know how to earn a living 
wage. The problem of Benitil is the problem of Uliterocy and agrioultnral back- 
wardnosB.” Ptof. ffumagum KaUr said that it was a atriking feature in the im- 
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Bfieildaof tha Budget ibat eidse te^neliaid goxie ttp hy almost 20 lalbs in Ube 
obufse of the last 4 or 5 years. Referring to the impositbn Of the ’proposed new tax, 
TroL Rabir asked if it was fair to extort from a tjmn drawing Bs. 2000/- 0 year 
tlm same amount as that from one who was drawing jEts. 2000/- a month. Khan Bmiib 
Mihtl Hamid Chowdhury^ who cotud not conclude his speech yesterday, made a 
pasung reference to the subsidy of Bs. 3000/ to the Oalcutta Daily ‘'Asad’*, 
the d&ate was continued day to day till the 27Ui;. Fehmairy when the Hawah Bahadur 
of Daeea, Minister for Industries, gave a brief review of the aoUvities and achievements 
Of (he industries department dunng the last two years and concluded On the next 
day, the BSth. Febroary. Bat Bahadur Keshub Chandra Baneriee,Mr. Kader Bux, Bai 
Bahadur Surendra Narain Singh, Mr. Indu Bhusan Barkar and Mrs. K. D. Bezerio, 
HOnble Mr. Nalini Banjan Sarkar delivered speeches. 

Town Hall Meeting Bowdyism 

XSfh. FEnUART A reference to the rowdyism in the Town Hall meeting last 
evening, resulting in injuries to about a dozen persons and the arrest of 40 others. 
Was marie in the Council to-day. when ProL aunayun Kahir wanted '*(0 move an 
adjournment motion to discuss the matter. Proi Kabir said that the object of 
his motion was to discuss the “failure of the Government to take adeauate steps to 
.prevent rioting and hooliganism at a public meeting hold at the Town Mall last eve- 
ning, resulting in injuries and the arrest of a large number of persons who attended the 
meeting.” Asked by the President to explain the urgency of the matter. Prof. Kabir 
said that the meeting was o^anised by a group of pe3ple who wanted to record their 
piotmt against the Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill. It was broken up by a num- 
DOT ^people who posed as or wore the supporters of the present Ministry. He gave 
severed Concrete instances, including one m which tlie hon. Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, 
Minister for Local Self-Government (not a Minister then) had to leave a meetinjg in 
Faridpur, which was dispersed by the police. This meeting^ also wanted to criticise 
the Ministerial policy. In spite of all these known facts, Prof. Kabir observed, the 
Government did not take any steps to prevent recurrence of such incidents. Sir 
Haximuddin^ Home Minister, replying, thought that there the occasion did not call 
for any ac*.tion on the part of the Government. The meeting was a public meeting, and 
how could the Government anticipate that there would be trouble and take precau- 
tionary steps as suggested by the mover ? He, therefore, said that the motion was not 
in order. The Presuient, however, hold that the motion was in oi-der, and cpusulted the 
House for leave being granted to the mover. Ijcss than 13 members (the requisite 
number) having stocri up in support of the mover, leave was refused by the House to 
consider the motion. 

Congress Walk-out Mahatma’s Fast 

6th. MARCH Congress members staged two walk-outs in the course of this 
afternoon’s sitting, over the question of an adjournment motion relating to Bajkot 
aBTairs. When the House met, Dr. Radha Kumud Mukherjee sought its adjourn- 
ment for the evening in consideration of the “grave situation created in the 
country by reason of Mohatmaji's fast.” The President left the matter for the 
House to decide. A member of the Coalition ParU having raised an objection, 
the Congress members left the House in a body. Later, they returned and sought 
an adjournment on a different subject. The motion was allowiri, but it fell through 
owing to lack of support. Dr. Mukherjee then made a statement that as his proposal 
(0 suspend business had not been accepted, they had no option but to withdraw and 
abstain frdm taking part in its business. The House then proceeded with official 
business. TheBenm Tenancy (Becond Amendment) Bill, 19:i8. the Bengal Bates 
and InteresAlill, 1938, as passed by the Assembly, were iiasseil. The House then 
adjourned till the next day, the 7th. March, when it passed two Rills namely, the Bengal 
Tanks Improvement Bill, 1938 and the Bengal Dentists Bill, 1938, as passed by 
the Assembly, wi^ slight modifications. 

Calcutta Police Amend. Bill 

16th. MARCH s^Tke Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1939, 
was diseuBsed to-day. The Bill sought to give power to the Commissioners of Police, 
Calcutta, to depute one or more police officers to attend any public meeting 
lor ^e puTpose of reportl^ Ihe proceedingB of such meetings. All the motions 

circulation of the BUI ies* eliciting public opinion, which had been moved 

Opi^itioD membm ibit fimrday, were put to vote and rejected. Three motions 
lor rerarence of the BUI to a Belect Committee were under discussion when the 
Coun^ adjourned. While Ffof. Humayan Kalnr, who moved reference of the 
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Billtoa Sdeet C\)mmittee;diaracteri86dit asa^^Easeiit mewiure**, Dr. Sadhakumud 
Mukhsrji, moving another motion for reference to Sdect Oommitteep deeeribed it 
as a ^‘Blaok Act which would shake the very foundation of ihe dvil liberties of 
the people.** Supporting the measure, Sir Edward Bentkal, Leader of the European 
Group, said the opinion of their Group on this measure had already been ez- 
pressed. They supported the Bill because they bdieved that it was reasonable. 
Another reason yfhj they supported the Bill was that the principle of the Bill 
hod been in operation for several years there was no complaint. The Home 
Minister was replying to the ddiate whefi the Council was adjourned till the 
next day, the 14th. Marsh, when for the fi^st time since the inception of Provin- 
cial Autonomy, the Government Sustained a defeat There was a tie over an 
Opposition amendment and the President cast his vote in favour of the amend- 
ment. The amendment, which was moved by Dr. Radhakumud Mukfwrji. (Con- 
gress) sought to delete the explanation defining a public meeting. The Bill laid 
down that a '^public meeting** was a meeting “which is open to the public, or 
any class or any portion of public, and the meeting might bo a public meeting 
notwithstanding the fact tliat it is held in a private place and notwithstanding 
that; admission thereto is restricted by ticket or otberwiso**. Eighteen voted lor 
and eighteen a^inst the amendment. The President, in giving his casting vote 
in favour of the amendment, remarked that the measure was a new one under 
which powers were sought to be given to the Commissioner of- Police which 
powei's did not exist before. In the case of a tic tlie President should give his 
casting vote to maintain the statue qvuo^ he declared, amidst cheers from the 
Opposition benches. I^ext day, the 15fh. March, in a twenty minutes’ sitting, the 
bill was passed by the House. In moving that the Bill as amended by the 
Council be passed, the hon. Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, Home Minister, said : “The 
Government have tlccidcd to accept the decision of the House and no effort will 
bo made for the in^hision of the amendment, which was carried by the House 
yesterday urging deletion of the explanatory clause that defined a public meeting 
(Op])osition Cheers), but on the definite understanding that no attempts will be 
made to circumvent the provisions of this measure. The Council at this stage 
was prorogued. 


Incident During A. I. C. C. Session 
5th. MAY An aAljournment motion of Mr. Kader Bux (Ministerial Coalition) 
to discuss ‘ the failure of the Government” to give adequate protection to pei-sons 
dnriig the disturbances on the occasion of the recent A. 1. C. U. session in Calcutta 
was withdrawh when the Co\uicil rc-assembled on the 5Ui. May. In moving the 

motion, Mr. Bux mode an attack on the Congress and on Mahatma Gandhi. He was, 

on mere than one occasion, pulled up by tlic President. Mr. Bux said that the 
Government must have been fully acquainted with the feelings of indignation in the 
Bengal Congret's, which had found vent in the local Press. Knowing full well the 
trend of e\cnts, since tl c Tripnri Congress, the Government should nave anticipated 
that the momentous session of tbo A. I. C. C. at Wellington Square might, in all 
probability, give rise to an occasion necessitating nrUxiuate protection. The Gover/»- 
ment w-ere expected to know that the Gandhian ]K>!i(’y of strict adherence to the 
principle of non-violence and observance of toleration and strict discipline in the 
Congress rank and hie was but a 'delusion.” He then proceeded to refer 

to Instances of “Congress Hcoliicanisra” in the “Congress-governed provinces” 
Khan Bahadur Mouivi Afahcmikl Jfnahim (Coalition) said that, if after tlie 

way in which Bengal and Bengal's leader, Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, had 
been '^humiliated'* in Tripuri, some young mgn of Bengal had got out of 
control and done something, their action was not one, which merited very 6e>'ere 
censure from them. Their action paled into insignificance in comparison with the 
highly privocative action of the leaders at Tripuri and the w anton manner in which 
an attempt was made to “humili.^te” Bengal and its leader. Pandit Pant’s resolution 
was conceived in a vindictive .spirit, and if there was a reaction to that in Bei gal 
and as a result some of Bengal’s young men did s<*mething, he, for one, would hot 
condemn them very much. Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, leader of theCongriss Party, 
8a;d; “It is regrettable, thai the mover, under the cloak of an adjournment morioo, 
should avail himself of the opportunity of calumniating the great national orcanisa- 
tion, the Indian National Congress. ' Kccoimting the events preening the A. I. C. C. 
meeting, he said that a very keen feeling was roused in the public mind, the like of 
which one had not witnessed in the annals of the Congress movement r/er before. 
i>uring the m^tjugs of the A. .1 0 0. the public xuind was profoundly agitaU'd 
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But thoujjch there was deq) feeling running in the mind of the^ Calcutta public, 
which was highly agitated, the people in general maintained a deified and calm 
at.titude, and only a small section of the public was over-iwcred by feelings and 
lost all balance and control. Even Congress volunteers were assaiiited when trying 
to chet*k the excesses on ^he part of a scxstion of the public. Beplying to the debate, 
Sir Nazimuddint Home Minister, said that the treatment that had boon meted out 
by tile A. I. C. C. to the leaders of the Bengal Congress .honld be an eye-OT|cncr to 
those who were asked to join the Congress and have foitli in its sense of jiistic^e and 
fairness. licadcrs of the A. I. 0. C. came to Calcutta with the avowed intention of 
bringing al)out a settlement of the differences among them. But Pandit Jawaliarlal s 
*|)cnco iwoposaP was, in the o)>inion of the Home Minister, like saying ^'Heads I win, 
tails you lose”. It was quite natural, that, under the circumstances some young 
men lost their heads. The Home !Ministcr did not approve of their actions and he 
condemned them. But he would like to say this, tliat the provoi'ation that was 
offered to Bengal was, from her jioint of view, great. Proceeding, the Home 
Minister maintnined that there was no justification whatsoever for the criticism that 
the authorities failed in the discharge of their duties as regards maintenance of law 
and order. The Home Minister was surpriseil at the attack lovelied against the 
authorities by the Leader of the Opfiositiou. 1'hc facts were that, so far as tlie 
Congress was concerned, they resented all kinds of interference by the police. 
Despite all this, the ])olioe, out of a sense of their own responsibility, were there. 
They wore not only there. Ho miglit tell the House that but for i>olicc hcln, it 
would have been difiicuU for Gandhijl to get down from his compartment and go 
to his car at Howrah station. The Hoirc Minister claimed that, but for the 
presence of tlic |K)licc, ixjrsons would have bccii more seriously assaulted. Ho would 
submit that it was not ]V)ssiblc for the police to do anything more, because they 
were not allowed to go inside the pnndal. In view of the facts statcil by him the 
Home Minister asked the mover to withdraw his motion which was done. 

The Fi2fAKCE Bili. Debate 

ffth, to 12th. MAY !—Thc Council devoted the ivhoh of its time to-day to a 
discussion of the jioint whether the Finance Bill, as passed by the Lower House, 
cmiHuvcring the Provincial Government to levy an ungraduated tax of Us. hO per 
annum on all trades, professions, cnllings and employments, ivas a tax on income 
and therefore ultra vires of the Provincial I.#^i8laturc. Mr. Nalini Ranjan SarUcr, 
Finance Minister, moved that the Finance Bill, ns passed by the Assembly, be taken 
into consulcvation. Bhupendra Narayan Sipgh Bahadur of Nashipui*, rising 

on a ]K)in! of order, maintained that the Bill was ultra vires of the Provincial 
Legislature. He contondeil that the tax proiK>scil in the Bill was not a tax on 
profession, callings, etc,, but was a tax on the whole income of a man engaged in 
])rofossioiis, callings, etc., such income also including tlic income a man might 

derive from sources other than his profession or calling, etc. He maintainetl that, 
as it was a tax on income, it came within the sidierc of Federal J:iiil)jccts, and 
therefore, the Hill was ultra vires of the Provincial Legislature. ^Ir. O. C. Ormond 
'European! siisrgcstcd that since differing views were being expressed in the matter, 
he would like to suggest, as a practical projwsition, so that the Government might 
not be in dilHculty after they had begun collecting the tax, that they might before 
enforcing the provisions seek tlic views of the Federal Court. Prof. Humayun 
Kahir suggested that some changes in one of the clauses of the Bill might 
meet the dilHculty. Sir K. Nazimuddin^ Home Minister, maintained that 
file icry f:\*t the Bill sought to impose n flat rate, an ungraduafed tax, 
sVowcil th^ it was nor an incorac-tax. Next day, the .Otii. May, giving his 
ruling on the point ‘of order raised by the Raja Bahadur of ^/ashipur, 
the Sir. Sutycjulra Chandra Mittcr, said that the matter was not 

free ivom doubt. But ho would like to give the matter the benefit of doubt nn<l 
vuU' ill favour of the Bill being not ultra vires of the provincial logislaliirc. Tlic 
announcemont drew roi>cato<l applause from the Sliiiistcrial benches. The House 
then pro;*ci*«k\l with the consirlerntion of the Bill. Mr. Lnlit Chandra Das 

tCoiigress) moved that the Bengal Finance Bill be circulated for the purpose of 
oli-ut'ug opinion .iicrcon by the 30th July 1939. His motion was lost without 

division. Mr. Humayun Kabir moved that the Bill l3C referred to a ♦Select 

i' uumiitc? consisting of uiiie members including himself. This motion, too, was 
lost without division. - Hv. ^Lalit Chandra Das's amendment ,to restrict the 
operation Of the Bill within the city of Calcutta was also lost without division. 
Mr. Humayam Kabir tlxeii moved that the Bill shall not remain in force for 
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more than one year from the <latc of commoncemont. Tlie motion was put to vole but 
wan lost by 18 to 20 votes. 'Die Coii{>;rpMH Ttirty and the l*rotrrrssivc party voted for the 
moti4>n, r> members of the Coalition Party ami Ihii Ihdmtbir A/nn/m Via JVrtlA BoifO 
(Vrojsropsive J’urty) rcmuinotl neutral. Next day, tluj 11th. Moy, the Ctovcriimeiil 
HiiHtiiined a ilefeat over an Opposition anieiKhnent, movc<l by Jiaja Bahmlw BhH~ 
jH>7iffni Narahtni Siithti, lA*ader of the rrojjri^'sive l*arty. im]X)sin|r n tax oti trades, 
(*nllin^s, profi'ssions and emitloymcnts. The amendment was cnrricil by 23 to 22 
votiv. TJie amemlmeiit sim^lit to make some verbal idtcrutions in a particular (li'Mse. 
All (lie other amendments moved to-day were lost. The House dividctl on two 
fKrasions. WJien an amendment slandin};: in ilio name of Mr. Nttr Ahmed was 
]»resst.Hl tt) a tlivision, Itai Bahadur Kfshub Chandra BanerJt^Ct who liad sui>|H)rt- 
ihI it, lunvi'ver, remainiHl luaitral. 'I he luni. Air. N, 7?*^ FarAvr, Finaiiec Aliiiister, 
while refusing to aeiept llie amendments to tlie Bill, said that the sehentc sout!,ht 
to brinji in money with the least amount of exi'tMuUturc- J^y the imposition of 
tliis tax m>bo<ly wonhl be lianl hit. Nexday, the llth. May, the Council passe<l the 
Finance Bill. Keplvint£ to the criticisms by the Congress i»arty, ilu* hen. Air. Naiini 
h'anjan Sttrkvr^ Finance Alinisier, said tlwt the previous djiy tlie Conp’ess I’arty 
by ex)>loitin^: the Kuroi»ean j:n)np imalo certain changes in tlic Bill, He wouUl 
liave to to the lower House a^ain in respivt of the same, but that would not 
very nuich delay the imiHisition of the tax. 

The lloiise next passixl the Bengal Excise (.Amendment) Bill. Tlic Calcutta 
I'nlice (Amemliuent) Bill as passed by the Assembly vestcrtlay was laid on the table. 
Tlu' Council adjimriu'd till \\‘('dnesd*ay next, the 17tli. May, when it also ttnsstxl 
the Calcutta Munici]'al Amemlment ami Validation Bill,* the Bcnpil Tenancy (Second 
Ameiulmcnt) Bill and the Indian t^tamis (Bentral Amendment) Bill, as jnisseil by 
the Lower House. 

.>\>x-orFit iAi. Bji.ls 

t«tU. MAY :—The Council dealt to-day with non-olllcial Bills. Of the ton 
measures on tlic ap'iula, only one was t^assctl, *rhe House rcsolvctl t*o eireulate six 
of the Bills for elicitinj^ (^pinuui. One Bill was “killed" ami one was withdrawn. 
As for the otlter, ti motum was iuommI refernn.i: it to a iSeltvt Committee. The 
House adjourned for iltc day heibro it hail ctmi’ludod discussion thereon. The 
Jit tHful l^nnil J\.or and i’ nt n,)doi,( d JMuf Bill, P.KJt' was ]>asscMl without a division 
as amended I>y the Assembly. The followinjr are the measures in the ease of whieh 
circidatlon was <lecidetl on : ^0 'Ihe Bmnal lUddiv J)vm<ivd» Recovery (Amend- 
ment cm, l‘,K>T, sivkine: to amend the luiipil rnhlic JVmands Kocovery Act, lOlIJ 
so as 1 41 tu'otivt honest 4lcl>!(irs rr4mi tleiiNition in civil prisons ami to cc.nline such 
detention to ilcbtms ]'r4>vcd to be nva’.i’itrnnt 4>r framlulcnt anil dishonest; (2) the 
ll.ntjal diimule iSiimlaiaf (Amiiithmnt) Bill, llKiS, (1^) tlic 7ic?/[/(i^ Food Adultera- 
fuui {Amendmei!/) Bill, scckii>ii to ami'iiil llie t'xisiin^- Act in onler to make 
it 4‘lastic I'lnm^b, so tliai no ical oHemlcr can cscaj e the punishment prcscribeil 
bv the law; (I) the Jlmml kS’i/i 7 ?r« <»/ Jmmnnil Trafti*- [Amendment) Dill, 

swkin;: to cllcci a slijJil cbaniic.in ilic ddinition of brothels ; (.*») the Uenaal 
Estates Burtition iAmendihi nf) li i! I, vS'AS \ ,im\ (k\) [he Benya I Lund Alienation Bill, 

BisIM; Tll>E OF A\>MMrNAI.ISM ^ 

IFlh. MAY -The need for taking: early sto] s to “stop the risinjr tiiloof eommu- 
nalism’* in Benptl ami to this end. snbstiihlinj: separate I'lunmnnal electorates by 
ji>int electorates with reservatum of scats for the mimwitics, was etnp<hasis 4 xl in a 
ri'soliitiim movi'il by 3lr. Lalit I'handra Fas . (Conj:ress) to-ihiy. Mr. Das 
movixl that an adilrcss ho tai'si'iitui to his Excellency the Hovernor of Bon;:al, tlmmgh 
the ITesidenl of the IVn^ial Livislativo Council, nduestin^ His Excidleucv to recom- 
meml to the authoritii.i conccrmxl that very* eaily stej s shoidd ho taken in this 
hehalf. Mr. Das sironj;ly iomlemnoil the activities of the Ben;;al UMiiistiy, and par- 
ticularly the nltoranccs of tlic i’hief Minister as hein;: res]M»nsihle for roiisini; eom- 
munal inissions. I'rof. Humayun Kahir (Krishak Biiija) saiil that the iHJiicy of the 
British (iiwernim'nt hail always htvn to set up one community apiiiist another in 
India In their own interest. This ^^iliew of 'thviile and ruh*’ was rest'onsiblc for 
the present state of allairs in the country. But he dul not Mieve that any usrhil 
Pur|>osc would be Ki'rvixl by aj>]H'aUn{: to others to settle the ditrercnecs existing 
hetwHvn the two jrreal commitnitu's. Tlie hoidble Khiraia Sir ^^azrwuddin, llome 
Minister, retdyinir, ro]>udiatiNl the charge imule npdnst the Minisiry nml tluv Chief 
Minister. He coiitendml that compartHl to the eomlitioiis prevailing in provitmi's like 
Bihar and the U. 1*., the i»i.vi»le in Beiiisal we^'j livinj; in amity and iieacc. “It 
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appean to the GoTerament”, Temarked the Home Minister, **that there is a deliberate 
more to stir up communal passion by some interested pa^es especially the Natio- 
nalist papers, and those who are now directing the activities of the Congress in 
Beng^. In spite of the activities of newspapers and Congressmen, the Government 
had Dcen a^de to maintain pe^ and order in the province. He appr^ended ^at if 
the House adopted the resolution, it would rather help in accentuating the communal 
differenoei^ The Government would welcome ciiticisms of their actions, but surtiy 
nobody could condemn the Government on the issue which was the subject matter of 
discussion in the House. The Government, however, would not take part in the 
discussion, and would simply forward the proceedings of the debate to His Excellency 
the Governor ; because it was a matter which was not the immediate concern of the 
Local Government. Mr. Das’s resolution was lost without a division. 

Indian Immigration into Burma 

Hie Council thereafter passed a resolution, moved by Mr. Nur A Amed, deciding 
to present an address to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the trident, 
Benml Legislative Council, requesting His Excellency to make a rciiresentation to 
the Government of India protesting strongly against the Government of Burma’s 
move to impose restrictions on Indian immigration. 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Das moved a resolution recording the Council’s complete 
disapproval of the attempt being mode by the. British Govenimcnt to amend the 
Government of India Act 1935, with a view to concentrating all powers, in the 
event of a war emergency, in the hands of the Central Government. But the Council 
adjourned till the 22nd. before the motion was taken into consideration. 

Calcutta Municipal Amend. Bnx 

22iid MAY to 28th. JUNK The Calcutta Municipal Amend. Bill came up for consi- 
deration on the 22nd. May. Dr. D, K, Mukherjee made a stringent criticism of the Bill 
while moving an amendment that the Hill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opini- 
on thereon by the 30th June, 1939. **It is part of a larger scheme to reduce the power of 
the Hindus aU over India because the Hindus and speidally the Bengal Hindus have 
been the foremost in the fight for the freedom of tneir country. But was politics a 
mere matter of counting of heads”, asked Dr. Mukheijce, *^and of infant heads ? 
Hie great Moslem majority of 55 per cent, dwindled into 25 per cent as -tax 
payers and further shrank into 12 per cent, in the sphere of higher educ .aon and in- 
to similar positions of minority in the sphere of independent profession, legal, medi- 
cal or commercial. An imjxirtant phase of world-politics was fought out on the 
principle of “No representation, no taxation” and led to the emergence of the United 
btates of America. If the Bengal Hindus were kept out of their representation in 
proportion to taxation, a separation of Hindu Bengal from Moslem might be inevi- 
table. If the Moslems must sei'aratc from Hindus at elec*.tions and sat separately in 
the Legislature, let them separate in education and other maters, let them part with 
their purses”. Next day, the 28rd. May, opiiOMiig tlic hon. Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker's 
motion that, the Bil} be taken into consideration, Mr. Lalit Chandra Das (Congress) 
launched a severe attat^k on the provisions of tlie Bill. Mr. Das said that the princi- 
ple underlying the Bill was obnoxious and there was no justification. He points out 
that the facts and figures given on the previous day by the hon. Sir Nazimuddin 
were wholly misleading. Mr. H, C, A, Huntur, Leader of the European Group, 
maintained that the system of separate electorates would not have the bad results 
medicted about it. On the contrary, it should tend to eliminate communal strife. The 
Europ^in Group agreed that consideration should be given to the imix)rtant factors of 
numerical strength and financial oonti'ibutions, but they also held the view that any 
consiclerable party majority in the Corixiration was an evil and that only by the 
abolition of that considerable majority could the welfai’e of the city be properly safe- 
guaided. Their group supported uie motion. Mr. Hamidul Huq Chaudhury, Deputy 
I^ident of the Gouncil, criticised the attitude which the Hindus had taken up with 
regard to this measure, and said that the HinduF looked at the Bill with a iierjudiced 
mind and did not try to realise the attitude of the Muslims. Khan Bahadur Abdul 
Karim, Leader of the Coalition Group, said tliat he did not like separate electorates 
but he felt that there wai a necessity for Muslims for working separately at present. 
Prof. Humayun Kabir <Krishak Praja) critici^ the line of argument of Khan Baha- 
dur Abdul Karim tlmt separate electorates were bad and yet it should be worked and 
maintained that it was in its interests that British imperialism set up one community 
against another. Affiurs in the country at present were most deplonmle, buttlie only 
solution of that problem was the creation of m atmosphero in which the two comma- 
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nities might realise the stupidity of th^ action in standing separate from each other. 
He maintained that their salvation lay in the unity of inUmts of 
Hindus and Muslims. Continuing his speech on the next day, the MIh. May, 
Prof. Kabir reiterated his opinion that separate electorate afToideu no protection to 
t^ minority community and pleaded for the acceptance d his rormula, ivhich pro- 
vided for joint electorates with the condition that every successful candidate should 
secure at least twenty-five per cent of the votes cast both by the Hindus and the 
Muslims. Prof. Humayun Kabir said that it was tlm first duty of the Government 
to do everything which promoted good relnt^nship between the different commu- 
nities. He appealed to the Chief Minister, as the head of the Government, hot to do 
anything which might accentuate the differences existing between the two great 
communities. Intervening in the debate, the Chief Minister, Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, 
said that he had never ]>ut himself forward as a Congress candidate. But some 
years back, while one party in the Congress Bup]H)rtcd me candidature of his rival, 
he thought it was open to him to get the support of the other section. There was 
no need for him to sign imy Congress ci-ced, bec'aiisc at that time he was already a 
member of the Congress (honical cheers from the Opposition). He had been so for 
more than twenty-five years. But later he severed his connotation with the Congress 
along with Mr. Jinnah, the late Mr. Mahomed Alt, the late Mr. Saukat Alt and 
others because “they were thoroughly convinced tliat the Congress was indulging in 
communalism of the worst kind.’’ (Ciies of 'question', question’, from the Congress 
benches). The Chief Minister said tliat under the circumstances in India, 

separate eloctcratcs for the various communities were the only solution. At the present 
moment, he remarked, the 0]niiions of dificient communities were so sharply divided, 
and prejudices were so strong in tlie mind of one community against another, that 
there could be no alternative to separate electorates. He asserted that the Bill might 
not be acceptable to Calcutta HiiKius, but it was acceptable to Hindus outside Calcutta. 
Kegarding threats of civil disobedience, he said that if any unconstitutional agitation 
was started, they would know how to meet the situation. He declared tlmt the Con- 
gress administration of the affairs of the Corporation had been most lamentable, and tlie 
time had come to set matters right. At this stage* there were inteiTU)>tion8‘ from the 
Opposition and the Chief Minister flared up and said ; “We want to turn the CongresB 
out”. Next day, the ?Ath. May, the House agreed to take the Bill into consideration, on the 
motion of tlie }^ou,TA.v* hlaHni Ranjan Barker, l)r. Hadha JCumt*d 3fukerjee*8 ameiid- 

J^rejccted 
? two 

that he iiersonally felt that a just treatment had not iWi meted ont to*^tlVe Hindes. He 
said that by giving the Hindus three more elected scats it would be i^ossililc to pacify 
IJic reseiitnicnt exijrcsscd by the Hindus throughout the province, if not to satisfy afi 
sections of them. Ihis could be done witliout in any way nflccting the streiigtn of 
rcpresentatiyes of the Muslim comifiunity in the House. Hefcrring to the demand for 
tlie resignation of the Castc-Hindu Ministers, Mr. fifarker said that he did not consider 
that the stage had come when the extreme steps of resignation shoultl be taken. The 
provisions of the Bill were severely criticised by Khan Bahadur Sheikh Mahomed Jan 
ot the Coalition Party, He sounded a note of warning to the Government against 
the danger of the inti-oduction of seiiarate elecrtorntes with regard to the Calcutta 
l^rporation. He stressecl the necessity of satisfying the demands of the Hindus by 
giving them two or three additional seats. Mr. Ranjit Pal Choudhury (Conirressf. 
welcomed the “threat of retaliation” held out by the Chief Minister on tlie previous 
imy, because such a threat would eoim)el the disintegrated Hindus to combine for 
the sake of self-preservation. The Bill was taken up for c'onsideration clause by 
clause on Monday. the2Sth. May. when for the third time the Government' suBtainefi 
another ^feat by 21 to 2U votes on the amendment moved by Khan fi^shib Abdul 
Hamid Choudliury (Coalition). By this amendment the Khan Hahib sought to reduce 
tne number of 8 nominated seats to 4 as provided in sub-clause 2 ordause 3 of 
the Bill in the proposed clauM (li). The Krishak-Praja Party, the OongreM 
Progressive Party and the mover (Cmlition) voted for the miSiou 
11m House then adjourned and rc-asscmbled on the 14th. iwmn and resuming oon- 
B^wtion of the Bill dealt with only one non-offleial amendment sedcing to in- 
troduce certain pniieiples on which the Government should fill up the four nminateii 
mtsinthe Corporation. The ameniment was, however, lost. Next day, the imb 
Jmie, a sti^g reproof that* no member of the House, whether a Minister or anybody 
else, should intmupt another member who did not give way, waa admitiisteied KrtiS 
boil. Mr. 5, C, ATffra, l^restdeut when Prof. Humayun Kaoir was iatermpted by Mr. 
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AT. 8. Suhrawardy, Minister for Ijaboor. Discussion on the Bill was then conti- 
nued. Five non-official amendments were moved to the clause regarding 
nomination, but all of them were rejected. The House then adjouniw till 
the aoth. June when, by 35 votes ajfainst 15, it rejected an amendment of Prof. Hurna- 
yun Kabir, wliich wanted to retain the system of joint dectorate under certain 
conditions. The amendment provided that a Hindu or a Mahomedan candidate, in 
order to be declared duly elected, must secure not less than 25 per cent of the 
votes cast by voters of his own community and not less than 10 per cent of the 
votes cast by voters of Uie other community. Prof. Kabir claimed that if his 
formula was accepted by tlie House, it would go a long way towards solving the 
eommunid * problem Uuit had assumed such aliirming proportions to-day. Under 
the existing Calcutta Munici[)al Act, there u’crc joint electorates in which Maliome- 
dan seats were reserved. But the amending Bill now under discussion sought to 
do away wltJi tlie present system and have separate electorates for the lilaliomedans. 
If his amendment was carried then they would have joint electorates for the whole 
of Calcutta and would at the same time have noeessary protection for the minority 
communities. It was desirable, the speaker emphasised, that only such persons 
should be teturnol who enjoyed tlie coniidence of all the communities. Khan 
Bahadur Sikiyed MttzzamutUiir^ Hoaain (Coalition) and the hon. Mr. Tamizuddin 
Khan, Minister for, Ixx^al Bolf-Govcriiment, 0]>i)0sed tlie amendment. Next day, the 
21fit June, the Council dealt with four non-oilicinl amendments to Clause III of 
the Bill relating to the system of nomination. All the four amendments which 
sought to make an allotment of the four scats available, as a result of the 
acceptance by the House of Khan Salieb Abdul Hamid Chaudhury'a amendment, 
reducing the number of nominated scats from eight to four, were negatived. The 
first amendment moved by Khan Baheb Abdul Hamid Chaudhury, which sought to 
give three of these four scats to the Scheduled Castes to be reserved for them in 
the general constituency and one seat to the hlahomcdans was negatived by 31 
against 25 votes. The Congress Party, the Progressive Party, the Krishak Praja 
Party and one nominated member voted in Bup]M)rt of the amendment, while the 
Coalition Party and the Eurouean Group voted against it. The .three other 
amendments moved by Mr. it. AT. Dutt, Mr. i?. Paul Choudhury and Mr. 
L. C. Das were lost without a division. Next day, the 22nfl. June, barring 
the change that the clause had undergone following the acceptance of Khan 
Bahib Abdul Hamid Chaudhury's amendment, all other non-official amendments to 
the clause were negatived. An attempt on the i^art of non-official members to make 
an allotment of the four seats' released out of the nominated bloc foiled and the 
Clause was passed with the only modification relating to the number of nominated 
seats. An amendment moved by Prof. Hvwayxin Kabir ^ seeking to raise the number 
of elected seats from 8) to 99, w^as lost without a division. By another amendment 
to Clause V of the Bill, Prof. Kabir wanted to do away with the provision for 
separate electorates and increase the number of Muslim voters. Prof. Kabir thougnt 
that any Muslim paying rent should be treated ns a voter. He also emphasised that 
adult franchise should he introduced as that ivould increase the number of Muslim 
Voters in tlie city. Beplying, the hon. Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, Home Minister, 
said that there could be no question of adult fr.anc!iisc for local bodies, specially 
municipalities where the whole piinciple was based on the fact tliat those who paid 
for die upkeep of the city should have a say in the matter of, the administration of 
the affairs of the city. He said that the Government proixwed to deal with the 
question of lowering the franchise and with that object in view they proposed to 
introduce a Bill very shortly and w'hen tlie franchise tvas lowered the number of 
votes would become more. Prof. Kahv^ti amendment was negatived by 35 against 12 
votes. Mr. Laht Chandra Las also moved an amendment seeking to aelete the 
provision ^r semratc ^electorates. The amendment was lost without a division. Prof. 
Kabir by^anotner amendment wanted to add a new provision to Clause V tliat 
every woman shall be qualified ns an elector of the w-omeiPs constituencies and every 
Indian Christian shall be qualified ns an elector of the Indian Christian consti- 
tuencies. The amendment was rejected. Clause V of the Bill was still under consi- 
d^tiem when the House adjourned till the next day, the 28rd June, when o]n^ition 
omendraeiits urging representaiioii of Indian commercial interest on the Calcutta 
Cirri^ration were rejei'tw. Clause 5 of the Bill, laying down qualificationB for fran- 
chise, was therein on pnr<Hrd w*ith only a verbal modification. Prof. Humayun 
Kabir (Krisliak Pro'a) sev^ndy criticised the Ministry for ignoring the legitimate 
claims of Indian commerciM interests in the City to he represented on the Calcutta 
CoriMiration. He pointed out that the European community had got more seats in 
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tlio Conxmition than they were entitled to get The amendm^t was pressed to a 
division and negatived by 3!) against 14 votes. Mr. Nareak Nath Mukherji of the 
Oiiigross I'arty also moved an amendment prcssiiuc tlic claims of the Bengal National 
(ihnmber of Commerce, the Muslim Chamber of Oommerco and the Indian Chamber 
of Commen‘e for representation in the Citlcutta Corporation. Mr. Sajtt Karr 
(EuroiK'an) op))Osing the amendment rejmdiated tlie sng^tion tJiat the Enroi^ns 
had a larger representation than what they were entitled to get. He said that tlic 
Kttro|)CiUis paid 15 i)cr cent of the conso^^ted rates and also paid, in addition to 
that, licence foes on tradt^s etc. estimated iw ,12 lakhs of m]'c*'8 iwr annum. A dec- 
rease in the representation of the Euroiwh ' Community would not only be uiistitis- 
i'atMory but also be unjiistihed. Mr. MukkcrJVa amcnflmcnt was lost without a 
division. Clause G of the Bill laying down the qualification for election ns Ck)uii- 
cillor was under coMsi<lcratioii when the 1 louse a<ijourncd till the 27th. Jun^ 
when tlic third reading of the Bill commenced. Previous to this, the second 
reading was ]>nsscd. Tlic only amendment moved by Hat Afanmatha Nath 
Bose Bahnitnr, to increase the number of representation from one to two 

of the W:\nl No. relating to Tollygiinj, by rwluciiig the number of rc- 

piTsentation from 2 to one of the Wawi No. ol relating to Sntpiikiir, was |mt to 
division aijid lost. The other amend men ts were not moved at all, many of which 
were out of order. Next day, the 28th. June, tlic Council passed the Bill without 
tUvision. The only change ‘cttbi'tod was the reiliictioii in the number of nomi- 
nated seats from eight to four. The Bill now goes to the Ix>wcr House again for 
its rcH^onsidorntioii in the aiiicnded form. The House tlicii ad)onnicd to meet 
again on the 7th. July. 
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Proceedings of Madras Assembly 

Winter Session — Madras — ITth. lo 27th. January 1939 

» The Public Health Bill 

The Winter Session of the Madras Legislative Assembly commenced at Madras 
on the 17th. Jannarv 19*30. A resolution expressing sorrow at the death of Mr. 
K* Pamnn Afcaon, the Minister and conveying the symimthy of the House to the 
family of the deceased was passed. The Premier, Mr. 6'. Pajagopaldchari, moved 
the resoUition, and party leaders nssoinated themselves in paying their trilnites to 
the 1 .to Mr. Menon. The House next procceiled with the discussion of the 
Public Health Bill. An Opposition amendment to exclude the Oity of 
Madras from the purview of the measure was opposed by the Government 
and was lejected by the House. The Assembly turned down an amendment 
that provisiori be made for election by the Legislature of representatives to 
servo or. vhe Health Board. Supporters of the proposal expressed the view 
that the select committee had taken a ‘Retrograde'’ step in substituting for 
the system of election provided for the original Bill a system of nomination. 
The Premier and tlie minister for Public Health spoke opposing the amendment. 
Ihoy stressed that the balance of opinion in the select committee mvoured the system 
of nominations and that it was best calculated to ensure satisfactory working of 
the Board, which was there to advise Government on .natters refc.Tcd to it and was 
in no sense intended to function as a sort of check on the Gk>verQmeRt. The 
Health Minister added that challenge was thrown out that the Government chould 
shoulder the entire responsibility for working the Act and the view was expressed 
tliat the principle of election might result in popular ropresentatives being saddled 
with odium for a?ta for which’ they were not really re ponsible. It was in the 
li^t of this consideration that tne Select Committee had, the Minister stated, favoured 
nomination. Next day, the IStt. January, over*fifty clauses of the Bill were considered. 
A few amendments proposed by the members of the Opposition, calculated to 
improve die Bill in certain details, were accepted by the Minister for, Public Health 
and carried. The main principles of the Bill as regards the controlling authorities 
and thdr powers, the ounstivUtion of the Health Board, its cumposition and 
functions, as set out in Chapter II of the Bill, the provisions relating to water- 
Bupply, draln^e, sanitary conveniences, abatement of nuisaiiceand so on, were kept 
intact. The House made rapid progress on the next day, the 19th. January, and 
finished consMeration of the clauses. 'Ihehon. Dr. Rajan moved the third re^njg 
without a epAch and the motion was carried. The Govemmeat accepted an amend- 
ment moved by Mr. Venkatasubbayya exempting conscientious objectors from vac- 
cination or inoculati'^n in cases of notification of epidemics, provided they a>rree to 
isolate themselves by conforminff to restrictions that might be imposed in tnis b half* 
Any person who commits a Breach of an undertaking given by him before a 
mmstrate, in this respeot, it is laid down, **8hall be punished with imprisonment 
which may extend to tmcee months or with fine, or with both.** 

Ebtatbb Land Enquiry Comm. Befort 

to STth. t^Tha Benort of the Madras Estates Land Enquiry 

Committee came up for diaciniiiqii on toe Wk. January. Moving that the Beport be 
taken into oonsiderarioii. the ml Mr. T. Prakasam, Minister for Bevenue^ (the 
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Chairman of the Committee}, Broke for close upon two hours and dwelt on the main 
recommendations contained in tJie majority report, Mr. Frakasam contended that the 
recommendations of the Committee were neither revolutionary nor ezpxopriatory. Nor 
were they of a socialistic or communistic character. The majority recommendations, 
he argued,' were based on solid facts and were formulalcd by the Committee to **render 
bare lustice which had been denied to ryots for some reason or other for a very Ions 
time/’ Mr. Frakasam had not concludes his speech when the House adjourned till 
the next day, the 2lBt Janmoyi when he mterated his prefatory remark that the re- 
commendations of the Committee were nd^er socialistic nor expropriatory in character ; 
and that they were sought to do bore jiisw to the ryot which was denied to him for 
a long time. “If Justice is not in the Bep^’, the Minister pleaded, “reject it by all 
means, and I shall not have the slightest oldection.” The House took up the discussion 
of amendments on Monday, the 28rd. January, when a CongreaB member moved an 
amendment recomme uling to the GoYcrnmeut to bring in suiuble l^islation based on 
the i-eport of tlie Committee. The 8])caker, B, Sambamurthi^ inauired why the mo- 
tion should contain n recommendation. This was the form under ‘'dyarcliy.” The 
Government had now ciiangcd and was part of an autonomous legislature. The 
Fremier. Mr C, Rajagopalachari, intcr\*ening, said that the form of the resolution was 
quite correct. The Speaker said that as the cxei'Utive was responsible to it the legis- 
lature could ask the Government or direct it to do what it wanted. The Premier said 
that a resolution of tlic House should be only a recommendation to the Government 
as the latter was responsible for initiating legislation. Unless the legislature began direct- 
ly to govern, and thus bci'cmc itself the executive, it could only pass resolutions of a 
recommendatory character. Other vise, tb.e executive would bee ome a mere i^rmanent 
service and this was not the intention of the Constitution. The Speaker agreed with the 
Fremier. Next day, the 24th. January, while (bngress members accorded it enthusiastic 
support, the zemindar and certain other moinbeis of the Oiq^osition strongly opposed 
k. Toe members of the Moslem Ix^ngnc gave it n qualified sni^port. Mr. W, /T. 
Langley (European group) characterized the conclusious ns ^'connscatory and expropiia- 
tory.” He describea the report as a most interesting hisiorial document, but like 
most history it was. he said, entirely fallacious. He contended that the authors of 
the Fermaneiit Bcttlemcnt had held that the zamindnis were the propiietois of the 
soil and said that “to toke just one class of lando\Yner and proc*ccd by the simple pioccss 
of dispossessing him and giving his land to somebody else, is not statesmanship but 
simply plain confiscation.’ The Draft bill attaclud to the reiort meont “following tise 
Moscow precedent.” It would deprive the Government itsell of any on ortnnity later 
on of getting its fair share of the rent. The pioj cr attitv.deof the Govcrnr.icnt, he 
said, would have been to conduct an imimtial and comiuchensive inquiry into the whole 
laud system of this Presidency and correct abuses where they existed. Next day, 
the 25tii. January, Mr. T, T, KrtahnamachaH criticising the recommendations olwvcd : 
“The material collected is most valuable ns a basis lor furllier enquiry ; but the re- 
commendations, informed ns they have been by a niurow conception of the Committee^ 
duty, are hopdessly inadequate, and wdiilc they destioy the Zemindar, bring no relief 
to the worker and benefit a class wliieh has less title to protection than the Zemindars 
themsdves.” Mr. Pallam Raju spoke supporting Mr. Kala Venkat Rao'a amendment 
and contended tiiat there was aefinitc histoncol evidence to establish that the ryot 
was the owner of the soil. Mr. Baahetr Ahmed Sayeed suggested that there should be 
an investigation of the question by a proper tribunal. Mr. (7. Kriahna Rao and Mr. 
Sapthariahi Reddiar spoke questioning the findings of the Committee. The evidence, 
Mr. Krishna Kao contended, had not liecn properly weighed by the committee. Mr. 
Appadurai Pillai, criticising tlie Committee’s r^ommendationB, urged that the vario- 
us regulations, enactments and iiistmctions should be collectively viewed. If viewed 
in paits they would not he said, present a definite picture. Mr. Malana Ahmed Baicha 
expressed the view that thcic could be no doubt that ownership of the soil vested in 
the ryot. Speaking on tlie next day, the 20th. January, the hon, Mr. C. Re^agopalacha* 
riar^ Prime Minister, contended that the zamindar was neither absolute owner nor 
co-owner with the ryot of the land and was merely holder of an office under the State 
collectii^ revenue from particular aieas, for which he was paid very libeial commis- 
sion under the Settlement of 18C2. No Question of compensating the zamindar, the 
Premier maintained, arose. Where a whoTe system had gone wrong, no State could 
afibrd to pay compensation for putting an end to that system. Zammdars might ask 
for “oompassionate grants or pensions” but certainly no compensation could be mlowed. 
Ab for forests, what was intended by the Committee, the Fremier said, was to seizure 
batter management of these **public utilities.” The Premier appealed to the House to 
imoqpt the r^rt whose two cardinal points were that ownership of the land 
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was in tbe pattadar and that the aamindar’s ^'usurpation” dt the State’s 
right in respect of enhancement of revenue should be put an end to. 
Next day, thh STth. Janavyi the amendments of Messrs. Batheer Ahmed Sayeedestd 
Mahboob AH Baig were d^ed to have been withdrawn, as the membm were 
absent from the House at the time of voting The amendment of Mr. Sapthariehi 
Bedtiiar was not pressed. Mr. G. Krishna Bao*8 amendment sofmestihg a reference 
of the Report to a representative Committee presided over by a Judge of the High 
Court, was rejected without a division. The House accepted the Bevenue Miniater^e 
motion that the, report of the Committee be taken into consideration with the amend- 
ment of Mr. KaU Venkat Bao^ commending to the Government ''to bring in legis- 
lation at an earlydate on the general lines of the majority recommendations of 
the committee.” The Premier sixike supplementing his speech of the previous day. 
The hon. Mr. Prakasam replied to the debate and spoke at length, after which the 
discussion terminated, and the House adjourned eine dte. 

Budget Session— Madraa~20lh. February to 13th. May 1939 

Financial Statement fob 1939-40 

The Budget session of the Assembly commenced on the 20th. February, 1939. Mr. 
C. Bajaqopalachariar, Premie^resented the Budget for 1939-10. The Budget showed a 
revenue deficit of Bs. l'^27,000. The Premier said that the actual budgetaiy position re- 
vealed a gap of Bs. 42,39,000. The Government proi> 08 ed to bring in two taxation mea- 
sures immediately, one for the levy of a tax upon the sale of ].ctrol and the other upon 
the sale of electricity. The Premier pointed out that the receipts under these two 
Bills amounting to 15.12 lakhs and the enhanced duty on country spirit (Rs. 
10,00.000) in non-prohibition districts would reduce the gap to Bs. 17.27. It is 
proposed to cover this deficit of Bs, 17,27,000 by the levy of a vend tax on tobacco, 
a tax on the sale of goods generally and an entertainment tax : and necessary Bills for 
the purpose are expected to be introduced in the legislature in March fdPter the voting 
on the Budget is over. Bevenue in 1939-40 is estimated at Bs. 10,23,45,000. Allow- 
ance has been made for the extension of prohibition to the North Arcot district 
from October 1, 1939. Prohibition will then be in force in four districts, covering 
about one-fifth of the area of the province, the total amount of annual revenue 
foregone being about Bs. 65 lakhs. 

Expenditure on Bevenue account is estimated at Bs. 16,40,72,000. It includes 
provision for new expenditure, in Iving an annual cost of about 32 lakhs and 
non-recurring expenditure of about Bs. 9| lakhs ultimately. The provision 
made next year under both heads together is about Ks. 94 lakhs. Capital expenditure 
in 193940 is estimated at Bs. 91,34,(X)0 of which Bs. 08,73,000 represents remunera- 
tive expendituio. Long-term loans to agriculturists, local bodies and others are esti- 
mated at Bs. 1,44,49,000, which includes Bs. 75 lakhs for the relief of agricultural 
indebte^ess. In addition, another provision of Bs. 75 lakhs has been made for 
fihort-tenn loans to the Central Land Mortgage Bank. Against the anticipated remu- 
nertftive capital expenditure and long-term loans, amounting to Bs. 2,12^2,000 the 
Budget provi les for a net bonowing of Bs. 150 lakhs next year, the balance being 
expectea to be found from the other resources of the Government. The Budget 
contemplates also the issue and discharge, within the year, of Treasury Bills to a 
total of Bs. five crores next year. 

The closing cash balance at the end of the year is estimated at Bs. 43,77,000, 
taking into account the revenue deficit Bs. 17,27,UX), but excluding the value of 
securities in the Famine Belief Fund and the reserve funds dt electric systems. 
When the vend tax on tobacco, the tfx on sales of goodr and the eniertainments 
tax are approved by the legislature, ana the revenue deficit is covei-ed, the closing 
cash balance will be increased automatically by the amount realized from these 
taxes; which is estimated at Bs. 20 lakhs in 193940. Assuming that they are 
levied firom October 1939, the Famine Belid Fund and the reserve fund of 
electric systems are expects to have to their credit, in cash and securities, Rs. 
5131i^ and Bs. 25,7^tiDU lespeetividy, on March 31, 1939. The capital Hfthill tlna 
and assets of the province on MatichBl, 1940 are estimated at about Bs 192 croiei 
and Bs. 32 crores, respectivdy, the eorresponding figures on March 31, 1940 being Bo. 
201 erbres and Rs. 3U ,erorei restively. The revenue account lor l937-38 dUei 
irm a surplus of Rs. 17, fifiiflOO against Bs. 2.69,000 anticipated in the xevMl 
estimate. As a result of this. ^ diort expenditure outside the revenue •em rstk- 
the year doeed witha cadi in&ttce of Bs. 136^i000 against Bs. IjOSSm 
anticipated in the revised estimate. The expenditure during the year on piw5 
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for which a loan of Rb. 1,64,03,000, was raised in August 1837 was Rs. 1,65,34,000. 
The Revenue Account (reviscxi estimate for 1838-39), is expected to close with a 
suipluB of Bs. Bs. 2,43,000, against Bs. 12,000 antidpatea in the Bu<ket, not- 
withstanding the fact that, owing to unforeseen calamities like 6ooda cyclone and 
the failure of the monsoon, land revenue, amounting to nearly Rs. half a crore for 
last year has to be remitted. Heavy Portage occur under excise, Stamps and 
Registration. As against these, credit has oeen taken for the transfer of Bs. 
42,55.000 from the Minor Ports Fund bdances to general revenues in pursuance uf 
the Act passed by the L^islature recen^ 

Capital expenditure and loans and advances are less than the budgeted figure 
hj Be. 5,22,000 which is partly due to the discontinuance of the system of pen- 
sions in respect of officers under the rule-making control of the provincial 
Government. Ijoans granted by the Government direct to agriculturists for relief 
of indebtedness are much less than the Bs. 50 lakhs provided in the Budget, and 
the saving has been utilised for the grant of short-term accommodation to the 
extent of about Bs. 40 lakhs to the Central Land Mortgage Bank. As against the 
open market loan of Rs. 1,51,29,000, raised in Septenmer 1938. the total amount 
expected to be disbursed by March 31, 19c9, on remunerative expenditure and long- 
term loans to local bodies and others is about Bs. 2,20,90.000. The total amount 
of Treasury Bills issued during the year was Bs. 1,90 lakns, the whole of which 
will be discharge within the year. The closing cash balance at the end of the year 
is estimated a^ Rs. 55,10,000. 

Electricity & Petrol Sales Tax Bills 

After the presentation of the Budget, the House referred to Select Committees 
the Bills introduced by the Prime Minister fer the imposition of a duty on dec- 
tricity and a tax on retail sales of petrol. The Piime Minister justified the measu- 
res and said that they were brought up in pursuance of the policy of the Govern- 
ment to shift the burden of provincial taxation more and more on those who could 
affoi'd to bear it. The Government, the Prime Minister obsei-ved, had taken credit in 
the Budget for the proceeds from these two sources of taxation and must stand or 
fall on we vote of the House. 

Canals and Ferries Bill . 

The hon. Mr. Yakub Hasan, Minister for Public Works, introduced a Bill 
further to amend the Canals and Public Ferries Act lb90 for certain purposes and 
moved that tlie Bill be taken into consideration at once. The House gave leave to 
the Minister to introduce the Bill. There being no amendment, the Minister moved 
that the Bill be passed into Law. The motion was accepted and the Bill was passed. 

General Discussion of Budget 

22nd. FEBRUARY to 24th. FEBRUARY The general discussion of the Budget 
commenced on the 22nd. Februaiw and concluded on the 24th. Among the import^t 
points stressed in the course of the discus non by the members were the need for 
reducing tlie burden of taxation, the develo]>ment of ngiiculture by educating the 
ryots as to the improved methods of cultivation, the introduction of tax on ^i- 
cultural incomes and greater encouragement to Indian system of Medicine. Next 
day, the 23rd. February, among the various points urged by the members were the 
ne^ for reducing interest charges by raising fresh loans at cheaper ratea the Tunga- 
badhra project, and the allotment of a larger amount for scholarships for Harijans. 
The hon. Mr. C. Rajagopalachariar gave a detailed reply to the various criticisms, on 
the concluding day of the debate, the 24tii. Feb. He specially dealt with the Govern- 
ment’s bon’owing policy and pointed out that their remunerative works showed a 
profit. Referring to the opposition to the study of Hindustani, the Premier regret- 
ted that the agitation had developed into a regular propaganda for promoting class 
hatred, which was not good for anybody. Stiuly of Hindustani was necess^ in 
the irterests of the people and he felt that the future generation would not find 
fault with him. 

Electricity & Petrol Sales Tax Bills (contd.) 

25fh. FEBRUARY The Electricity Duty Bill and the Motor Spirit Taxation 
Bill were passed to-day, with a few minor amendments, after a detailed discussion 
of clauses lasting over lour hours. Objection was raised to bringini; in high speed 
Diesel and crude oil within the scope of the Motor Spirit Bill in Bdect 
Committee stage. Elaborate arguments were addressed by the Oppositioh th*it 
the inclusion of this commodity for taxation by the Select Committee could not 
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be permitted on constitutional grounds, as it went beyond the scope of the Bill 
as nrst introduced in the House. The Prime Minister contended that the taxation 
of crude oil was comprdiended in the original Bill, as it was a form of motor 
spirit like petrol and came rightly witiiin the definition of motor spirit. Even- 
tually, the ^Speaker ruled out the objection, declaring that ^'though in defining 
the term 'motor spirit’ the old Bill referred to a commodity ordmarily used as 
motive power fpr motor vehicles, yet the tax was not on sales of motor spirit used 
or sold for purposes of motor vehicles but on all sales of motor spirit used or 
sold, whatever the purprse.” Amendments moved by the Opposition with a view 
to excluding 'Diesel and crude oil’ from trxation and to reducing the rate of tax 
on petrol to one anna a gallon, were rejected. Commending the Bill to the House 
for third reiriing, the Prims Minister expressed the hope that "os a result of 
this taxation, we will not bo in want of resources to do service to the people”. 
He sought the blessing of tlie members 'not only for the final passage of tiie 
Bill but also in tlie enforcement thereof.” The House at tliis stage adjourned 
to mext again on the 16th, Mareh. 

VoTiM ON Budget Demands 

15th. to 80th. MARCH Voting on Budget demands for grants commenced on 
the 15th. Mareh and continued for the next twelve days. The Government’s land 
revenue policy was criticised by Mr. Appadurai Pillai, *by means of a cut motion 
under the Land Bevenuo demand. Beplying, the Hon. Mr. 2\ Prakasam said that 
the Government would not take much time to place in the sha]:^ of a Bill 
definite proposals for the revision of the land revenue system. The Government, 
Mr. Ihrakasam informed tlie House, had fully considered tlie suagestion for the 
adoption of "a sliding scale of assessment’’ and it was not likely that they 
would adopt that system. The debate lasted full four hours and after the Bevenue 
Minister had replim, Mr. Appadurai Pillai withdrew it. expressing satisfaction 
at the Minister’s “full and detailed answers.” The grant tor Land Kevenue was 
then voted. Next day, the 16th. Mareh, dealing with the Excise demand, the 
discussion on the token ‘cut’, which was eventually not pressed, largely turned on 
the Prohibitipn policy of tlie Government and the resulting loss of income, to 
make up which the Ministry had to resort to additional taxation. The Piime 
Atinisier maintained that Piohibition was an admirable success and that it was 
the financial stringency of the Government that stood in the way of adding to 
the list of ‘diy’ districts. He asked the critics to read the reports of the Collec-toi h 
concerned without ‘Opposition bias.* Beferring to the Bales Tax Bill, the Prime 
Minister vigorously detended it, stating that it was the deliberate intention of 
the. Government to make the trader and merchant contribute his share to the 
financing of the Provincial Government ; ami it was in pursuance of the consi- 
dered policy of the Ministry to shift the burden of taxation more and more 
from the villager to the townsman. “We do not hide our objective and we arc 
prepared to proednim it from housetops'’, declared the Prime Minister. We are 
going to levy the Bales Tux, in sjate of the terrible opposition we are faced 
with. We are prepai'ed to liecome unpopular and be turned out of oflice, if it 
comes to that. It is no use <loping the poorest and robbing them of their 
money to run the administration. It is no use asking the hxxl producer to pay 
as much as ten to tiventyper cent of what he laiscs, and allowing the merch- 
ants and traders to refuse to pay even one pic out of one rupee.” ^J'he Prime 
Minister’s speech was heard with rapt attention. In the result, the cut motion 
was withdrawn #iul the demand for Excise was granted without a division, as 
also the Demand for Stamps. Next day, tlie 17th. March, the Honk* volctl the 
demands for grants under the heads— Forests, Kogistratioii and the Motor Vihi- 
cles Acts. The Opposition^ by means of token ‘cuts,’ raised a discussion on the 
policy pursued by the Goveniment in these dejmrtmento. The Ministers replied 
111 detail to the criticisms ; and in the result, the reduction motions were 
withdrawn and the grants were made in full. On the next day, the '18th. Mareh, 
^ a token ‘cut’ motion, Mr. Mahmud Schamnad raised a discuBsioii on the 
irrigation policy of the Government. Member aftei* member from the Opposition 
benches belonmng to the Audlnra districts urged the Govern i)*?nt to expedite the 
Tungabhadra Project and to devote greater attention to minor irrigation works. The 
Minister for Public Works pointiM out that the Government were doing everything 
in power to push through theTungdbadra l^ojcet. "1 have not allowed the grass to grow 
under my feet in regard to this subjei'.t”, Mr. Yakub Hassan observed. ‘If an 
agreement has been reached between Madras and Hyderabad, it has not been 



15-30 MAB. *3C } 


VOTING ON BUDGET DEMANDS 


183 


without great difficulty/’ he added. Mr. Sehamnad did not presB his 'cut’ 
in view of the sympathetic speech of the Minister, who replied all the 

points raised by the members. The House then proceeded to consider ^e grant 
for General Administration. Sir A, T. Panniraelvam^ who moved a token *cut’ 
in the Demand, charged the Government with bmiig undemocratic, and "with 
partiality, unfairness to and ungentlemanly treatment of their politicfd opponents”. 
He referred in particular to the Government attitude towards Mr. E. V. Hamas* 
warn! Naicker. Sir A. T. ronnirsclvam'sj^ ^tack on the Ministry occasioned 
frequent interruptions and iioints of order from the Treasury Bench. The Spea- 
ker himseif intervened more tlinn once ; and at one stage ho declared that it was 
hardly consistent with the dignity of the House to hurl allegations at the 

Ministers in an offensive manner, exceeding all parliamentary limits. The 
House had not concluded the diHciission uhen it adjourned to meet again on 
Monday, the 20th. March, when after over four hours' debate, it voted the gnuit for 
Ministers and Ocnertd Administration. In a lengthy rc)>ly, lusting ninety minutes, 
the Prime Mimater answered the critiensms of the Op])osition seriatim. There was 
nothing wrong, the Prime Minister muintainab in the Ministry owing allegiance to 
an outside aathority like the <\*>ngresB High Command. Tt is on the CongreM 
label that. w*c w*erc clcckd, and the elc(‘torate is entitled to expect iis to fulfil the 
policies and programmes laid down by the Congress High Command.” The Prime 
Minister observed that he was only sori^ that the Opi^osition, instead of being 

thankful for the existence 3f an untsidc authority like the Congress High Command, 

to keep i:p the purity of Party CJovcnimcnt, had juade a grievance of it “This 
Province a, ill be lucky”, he emphasised, “so long as it continues to be governed by 



sp^dies” against . 

a wonderment to the world”, the Prime Minister said. “\Vc do not want to nin a 
battle with Our opiKaicnts. We want to get large objects attained,” the Piime 
Minister added. “In Etriving to attain them, wc have acquired on amount of 
patience 'which can stand all the scurrility indulged against us.” The Ihlmo 
Minister claimed there was hanlly any repression of tlic C)| .position ngitatioii. But, 
he said, when opposil Ion to Government had developed into ac'tivities calculated to 
rouse cominnnjil hatred ami make orderly government and national progress im* 
iwssible, the GoYcrnmcnt had necessarily to follow tlieir )>rcpcnt policy. Mare 

expression of political opinion as such, he pointed out, was never penalised nor was 
there any invidious treatment of man and man, tlic only distinction made being 
between *‘niusancc“ and ‘ expression of inditical opinion ’. Ihe communal cry, the 
Pi’iine Minister w'as disposed to think, was rather over-done. “Wo will land our- 
selves ill utter hopeless retrogression if we allow it to become tlie daily 
fare in <ae Legislature” he dcclaretl. J^ir A. T. Pannirselvam’s attacks on 
recent appointments to Belection l\)sts, tlic Prime Minister characterised as 
thoroughlv unfair and unheal tliy, and positively harmful, “If such dangerous 

mischief”" was persisted in, it wouhl lead the country backwards and 

make them less fit for i^elf-Govcriiment”, lie said. The Prime Minister 
eoiicludefl by defending the Ministers rei’cnt tlircit of resignation on 

an extra- Provin.'ial issue, following Gaiidhiji’s fast. It was not out of mere fun, he 
said, that tlicy wanted to resign; but because it v;ould not be possible for them to 
function if the crisis was not solved in a imrticular manner. It was certainly not to 
trouble the Opposition lo take over our position, ho humorously added. The ‘cut” 
motion was pressed by t5ir A. T. Panniraclvam and rejected by the House without 
a division. The grant was made in entirety. The demand for Legislative Julies 
was next discussed and i»asseil. Tlic token ‘cut,*’ by which a discussion was raised 
as to the priv ileges of the House, was in the end withdrawn. Next day, the 21st. 
Miiieh, Buaget grants for District Administration, Jails, Administration of Justice, 
and Police, "w^ei-e voted. The demand for District Ailmiiiistration was disposed of in 
less than half an hour, the speaking being confinetl to the ino>'er of the token ‘cut* 
and the Revenue Minister. Practically the whole of Mr. Prakaaam’a leply was 
devoted to the examination of tlie Opposition plea for more and more communal 
representation in the S^ervices. Mr. Prakasam deprecated the ceaseless talking of 
communal claims ; and, quoting the example of Great Britain, he said that no 
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Legislatara ooHld claim to be democratic, ii the attentiQii of the Opposition centred 
xdund Jobs and appobitments and was not directed to the general good a£ the 
people at large. The discussion on the iprant for Judidary served to micit an im- 
portant statement from the Prime* Minister on the quesuon of the separation of 
Esecutive from Judicial functions. The Prime Minister did not 0pear opjposed to 
the prineiide underlying the demand for reform. He contented himsdf with statiim 
that the time was not opportune for an experiment of the kind straijghtaway. It 
would now prove a costly luxury and law^s delay— assooiiited with civil courts-r 
might he increased to “scandalous” pro];^rtlons if these^oourts were to dispense 
Justice in criminal cases also. While n^ainta^niiig that notldng had been done by 
the ^vemment which justified a change in the existing system, the Pramtar pointed 
out there was little chance of a fair tnai being given to the suggested reform at the 
present time when they were faced with frothy political issues. “All sorts of 
motives”, he said, “would be attributed to os and our failures would become targets 
of attacks.” He, thei-efore, pleaded that they should wait till they could take on the 
work of overhauling the system as a whole. Referring to the complaint of the 
absence of Muslim representation on the High Court Bench, the .Pnme Minister 
declai^ in emphatic terms “that this Government had nothing whatsoever to do 
with the appointment of High Court Judges and had no right of recommendation 
or even consultation.” The Jails demand occasioned a lieated debate on the treat- 
ment of anti-Hindi prisoners. Both the Hinister for Law and the Prime Minister 
gave the assurance that prisoners, whatever their politics, could always expect fair 
and humane treatment at the hands of the present Government Bpewng on 
the Police demand, the Prime Minister referred to “the plenty of good and 
useful work”, which the C. I. D, had now to do, and iustified the need for the 
retention of the Presidency Police Reserves, until! the Government wei'e 
in a position to “discover a different technique” to put down violence, 
without resorting to counter-vioience on the part of the Police. 
Next day, the 28rd. filareh, the Assembly voted the Budget grant for Eleetricity. On a 
discussion raised by the Opposition on a token *cut’, the Minister for Public Works 
made a declaration of policy in regard to development of electricity in the province in 
the future. All generation of electric energy, thermal or hydro, Mr. Yakub Hasan 
announ^, is henceforth to be undertaken departmentally, no licences being issued by 
the Government in this r^ard to private concerns. Even the dis^^^ribution of supply, 
the Minister stated, would be done by the €k)vemment themselves as far as possiDle, 
with a view primarily to avoid complaints from the public of neglect of rural areas. 
The Minister made it clear that it was wholly impracticable to bring power from 
Mettur to M^ras, the energy generated by this system being too inadequate to meet 
the demands even from the neighbouring distriats. Madras, he pointed out. would 
have to depend for a very long time on a thermal system ; in any case the present 
arrangement by which the Madras Electric Supply Gor])orat.ion supplied power to 
toe City and the suburbs, could not be disturbed until after seven years when toe 
'(leriod of licence granted to them would expire. Moving the Dei.iand for Education, 
^toe hon. Mr. Varkey indicated toe lines o£ reform contemplated by toe Government 
in the educational sphere. la particular, he referred to toe proposed extension 
of toe study of Hindustani in a hundred more secondary schools. “eiUboldened 
by tob success that had attended the Government’s efforts during the current 
year.” A debate followed but it did not arouse much interest due to the lan- 
guage difficulty which too House was frequently faced with. Encouraged by the 
Speaker^ several back-benchers on the ministerialist as well as toe Opposition side 
spoke in their respective mother-tongue. A few who preferred to speak in English, 
were persuaded by toe Spmker to give, for toe benefit of no i-English knowing mem- 
toegfiubstaiice of their speeches, in Hindustani, Tclugu or Tamil, as toe case 
might be. On one or two members showing sifnis of embarrassment at his repeated 
requests for speeches in the member’s own mother-tongue, the Speaker made a state- 
ment. The languf^e problem, he observed, cannot be solved unless the Legislature is 
uni-lingual. But the best way of getting toe proceedings generally understood in the 
House, IS for toe members ana Ministers to give toe substance of torir English speeches 
in toe Inuian language in Which they were most conversant. Next day, toe 24th. Mordi, 
various aspects of toe policy pursued by the Government in toe department were 
gone into in detail by the members of the (^position. A few Ministerialists also 
participated in toe debate^ . Spiking as Minister in charge of Finance, too Prime 
Minister, toe hon. Mr. O'. Rajagopalaohari pointed out that every effort was bring 
made to obtain full value Iqr ' toe money spent by way of grants. It was a matter 
for regret that grants hM become a source of disputaUon between managers and tea* 
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cbers who seemod to be more intereBted in money than in the education of children. 
"We muBt got out of this rut”, he urged. The hon. Mr. C. J, Varkey, the Education 
Minister, followed with a lengthy speech on Muslim education. Everything possiUe, 
he claimed, was being done for the educational uplift of this community. The 
Minister spoke al^ about the Wardha Scheme of education and the compulsory 
Svudy of Hindustani in secondary schools and defended the Government’s policy in 
this respect. Over an hour was taken up in the discussion of a point of order aris- 
ing from the Sixiaker’s insistence on the members addressing the House in English, 
giving the substance of their remarks in one (pother of the Indian languages they wore 
conversant with, for the benefit of the non-Ba^l^ knowing members. The Speaker 
wound ivp the uebate with an ^exhaustive stitcmeht of the position and a ruling that it 
was perfectly proper on his part in directing that every member who spake in English 
should, before resuming his seat, accommodate the non-English knowing members by 
speaking for a few minutes in Tamil, Tclugu or Hindustani so that the business of a 
multi-lingual House might be carried on with greater efficiency and to the satisfac- 
tion of everybody. Next day, the 25th. March, the Budget demands for Medical 
and Public Health were grunted. A prolonged debate took place on token ‘cut’ mo- 
tions intended to elucidate the policy of the Government in ^e two departments. 
The Minister put in a vigorous defence of the Government schemes of reorgan isatioii 
in ^e Medical and Public Health administration with particular refei'ence to the*' 
standardisation of education, the extension of the honorary medical system, the enlar- 
gement of the nursing service, and rural health work. Dr. Rajan devoted a great 
deal of attention to answering criticisms of tlic alleged antipathy of the Government 
in regard to indigenous systems of medicine and to exposing ^the mischievous attem- 
pts of interested jiersons to discredit the Government.” “There is no use talking big 
in matters of medicine ; and ))atriotiBm and sentiment should not override common- 
sense and reason”, the Minister observed ; and he assured the House that the Govern- 
ment were always pi-giared to encourage the advancement of indigenous systems to 
the extent possible. Dr. Itajan’s remarks on the working of the honorary system 
were intended to <lisi)el the apprehension of critics that the standard of efficiency and 
service in hospitals stood to suffer by the repltuiiement of paid men by honoraries. 
The Minister em])haticnlly repudiated the accusation made by one or two members 
in this respect, and maintained that apijointees to honorary )X)sts were all men of 
high qualifications and a])])rovcd merit and that no considerations of caste, creed or 
colour ever weighed with the Government in making the selections. The ’cut’ motions 
were readily withdrawn by the rcSjKictiYe movero and the grants asked for were made 
in full. The House then adjourned till Monday, the 27th. March, when it granted 
the demands under the heads Agriculture, Vetenna^ and Co-operative. Speaking on 
the Co- 0 }icrRtive demand, the non. Mr. V, V, Qiri claimed that the Co-operati^’e 
movement had now turned the corner and he felt confident that with the continued 
support of non-officials, it would grow from strength to strength. Tlie Veterinary 
demand was passed in a trice, no member rising to move a ‘cut’ The Revenue Miiiie- 
ter announced, during the discussion on supplementary grants, the Government’s in- 
tention to appoint a Committee to go into the question m the Malabar Land Tenure* 
Next day, the 28th. March, a declaration of the Go^ ernment’s attitude towards stay-in- 
strikes was .nr.de by the Prime Minister during the debate on Industrial and Labour 
Policy. Stay-in strikes, tlic I^irac ^liriister observed, virtually constituted forcible 
occupation of premises and forcible j)Osses8ion of machinery.^ buch methods, in his 
view, were a mockery of non-violence and coutory to the spirit of collective bargai- 
ning. Stay-in-strikes were nothing short of civil disobedience of Government oroers 
nnef it could not, in the least, be permitted. Striding at the gates of the premises 
so ns to prevent ingress and egress, lying across the drive and otherwise blocking 
the way, were in no sense peaceful incketing, the Prime Minister urg^. “And so 
long as Labour Iciidei's cannot guarantee peaceful picketing”, he delated, “I do not 
hesitate to say the I’olicc are bound to be sent there to preserve law and order. It 
is difficult for me to submit to a ixdicy which will involve physical violence of any 
kind.” The Prime Minister added ; *6o long as we have the system by which 
Capital and Labour both play their ]>art in production, it is absolutely essential for 
us to secure trust and confiuence on both sides wad justly and fairly with each 
other.” A note of warning to the Labour leaders was uttered by the Prime 
Minister in dosing : “If. before ^ ^ able to intioduce and establish a new order in 
out country, wo proceed in tlm^M^Hiii’iii which we have been proce^ng, which leads 
dtOKether to want Of coufldoii<!l^ the part of Capita, what, will ^ppen is (^tec 
and greater unem]>loymefnt in our couiitiy. I wUl be sorry to see me mills d^ng 
doum for want of trust either in the Government or in Labour. He appealed for 
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co-operation and courage on tiie part of Labour leaders to stand for what they felt 
to be right, even if it fdiould displease their following for the moment The 
Minuter for Jniustries and La6ottr, who followed, also condemned stay-in strikes 
in unequivocal terms. Even as a Labour leader for over two decades, who 
himself conducted several strikes, Mr. Qiri said that his advice to Labour had always 
been to avoid such undesirable methods. While the workers had always the right 
to strike as a last resort, a recourse to coercive processes would weaken the cause 
of Labour and definitely put them in wrong. The *cut’ motion was withdrawn and 
the demand for Industries was granted. The other demands under the heads 
Fisheries. Miscellaneous Departments and Civil Works were discussed in detail 
and carried without a *cut.* Next day, the 80th. March, with the voting on 
the Famine Grant, which was reserve for the last, the discussion of the 
Budget for 1939-^ concluded. As many as fourteen members six)ke on the 
famine conditions prevailing in several districts and pressed the need for 
pmvcntive measures. The Revenue Minister recounted the efforts made by his 
Department to relieve the distress in the affe cted areas. '*Wc cannot pretend,” 
he observed, ' to have given adequate relief to all the sufferei's ; but we can say with 
confidence that all that is humanly possible has been done.” The Famine Committee’s 
Report was under the scrutiny -of the Government, Mr. Prakaeam informed the 
House The Committee, he said, had made valuable recommendations and if and 
when they were given effect to the Ceded Districts would be turned into a luxuriant 

G arden, making lor the prosperity of a long-suficriug people. Mr. Prakasam announced 
tiat the Timgabadra combined irrigation and ]X)wer Project and the Pennar-Kumu- 
davalli Scheme were to be taken on hand without further delay. “When these, 
among others, are completed, 1 have not the slightest doubt,” Mr. Prakasam said, 
“about the economic well-being of the areas now faced with recurring famine.” 
Finally. Mr. Prakasam referred to the recent experiments in Electro-culture and (daimed 
for it a great future in the field of animal health and agricultural production. 
Voting on Budget grants at this stage concluded and the House adjourned. 

The Tobacco Taxation Biij- 

81st. MARCH:— Tlie Tobacco Taxation of Sales and Licensing Bill was 
refen'ed to a Select Committee on the motion of the Prime Minister to- 
day. Most of the members of the Op]K>8itjon directed their main attack on 
the monopoly vend whicJi, in their view, would adversely affect the proilucer. 
At least for the sake of ' not killing the goose that lanl golden eggs”, the 
Prime Minister gave the assurance that he was “persuadable to accept i)roposals” 
the CommUtee stage for chanf^es, if necessary The Pi'irac Minister characterised 
the Opiiosition fears in this resiicc*. as highly exaggerated and maintained that the 
evil efl'cets of the monopoly vend would he reduced ton minimum by the oi>eration 
of the principle of competition. He expressed his grari fixation that the Bill was 
blessed by such an important member of the Opposition as Mr. Appadurai Pillai, 

Entertainments Taxation Bijj. 

The Assembly next passed the Entertainments Bill ns it had emerged from the 
select committee. The Bill provides for the levy of a tax on amusements and other 
entertainments the rejie'il of the Madras Ijocal Authorities Entertainment Act. 1026, 
and payment of compensation to local authorities, now levying a tax under that 
Act. Tlic amount of tax to be levied ranges from tlirec pics to Its. *2/-, three pics 
on all payments for nclriiission of not more than two annas, and Bs. 2 on all 
payments of Ks. 1') or more. An opposition amendment that tlicrc should be no 
tax on payments of two annas or less was n^atived. 

m The Sales Tax Bili. 

Moving next the reference of the Sales Tax Bill to a Select Committc, tlie 
Prime Minister sixikc for about forty minutes in defence of “an uni)opu1ar measure.” 
He claimed that many of the Opixmition gi'oups, in acce))ting the Prohibition 
Policy of the (Government, had alrcxuly given their implied sanction to the Minis- 
try for finding money to make up the loss in excise, income. Situated as the 
Government were at present, with limited sources from which to* taj) the necessaxy 
funds, the Prime Minister declared that it became imijossible for them to discover 
any tax as paying, clastic and satisfactory, as proposed to be levied. In view of 
all that they had done “b^oie undertaking this unpleasant task”, it was idle to 
think, said the Prime Minister^ of any other form of taxation, and those affected 
had no alternative but to put up with what Uttie*. inconvenience and disturbance 
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that mi^t be caused to the existing order* *Tf ve are to frive this up, it will 
practioalW mean that we have to give up the whole game,*’ me Prime Minister 
added. Having fixed the 'solid foundation” on whidi the Bill stood, the Itime 
Minister pointed out that it was up to the Sdect Committee to subject the provi- 
riODs to a thoroimh examination and modify them to the extent possible. Mr. 
Abdul Hajneed Khan^s dilatory motion to circulate .the Bill for dieting public 
opinion was rejected. The Prime Minister’s main proix)8ition to refer the Bill to 
a Select Committee was under discussion when the House, adjourned till the next 
day the 1st. April, when the Bill was referred to a sdect ‘committee. Mr. W, AT. 
M Langley^ leader of the European Group, fOpposing the motion, characterized the 
Bill as the most unpopular measure of toaeatioh ever introduced in the Madras 
Assembly or elsewhei'e in India. He declared that the measure was going to mean 
a tremendously heavy imposition for which he could find no justification. Tlte 
House then adjourned till Monday, the 8rd. April, when it disposed of four 
Government Bills. They wei-e the Local Boards and District Municipalities Amend- 
ment Bill, the Borstal Schools Amendment Bill, the Mattrniiy Benefits Amend- 
ment Bill and the Tirumalai-Tirupathi Devasthanams Amendment Bill, 
The House then adjourned to meet again on the 24th. instant. 

The Tobacco Taxation Bill (contd,) 

24th. to 26tb. APRIL The Assembly commenced the detailed consideration of the 
Tobacco Tax Bill to-day. The discussion on amendments to clauses was preen- 
ed by a general debate, lasting over two hours, on the Bill, as it emerged from 
the Select Committee. The Prime Minister argued in defence of the measure and 
contended that the rates of taxation proposed were not high and such as to 
break the back of the camel. “Tobacco”, the Prime Minister observed, ‘'was a 
sturdy camel and it. will be long long before the last straw is raised on its 
strong back ” The Prime Minister added that the taxation had been properly 
rated in the Bill, with due regard to the coinage, the poverty of the country and 
the articles concerned. In his view, there was no justincation to give any advau 
tace to the tobacco trader. To reduce the rate would mean presentation of the 
reduced amount to the dealer. 'For a poison of this kind, to which we can 
only expend our toleration,” the Prime Minister declared “it was not right 
to give dealers a bounty. The Prime Minister announced that he proix>sed 
to brina in an amendment at a later stage to exempt retail dealers of unmanu- 
factured tobacco from taxation, in the same manner as wholesale dealers in 
unmanufactured tobacco have been exemnted. The Opi>osition moved amendments 
to drop the turn-over tax on tobacco and to reduce the rates provided for. All 
tie amendments were negatived. On the next day, tlie 2.’itb. April, the House 
proceeded with the third reading of the Bili. On the motion of the Premier, the 
House accepted an amendment that every retail dealer shall pay a tax in each 
year on his retail sales of manufacture^! tobacco of Rs. 6 if such turnover does 
not exceed Bs. 200, and Bs. 12 if such turnover exceeds Bs. 200 but does not 
exceed Bs, 400. If such turnover exceeds Rs. 400 the tax is fixed at three per 
cent on the first Bs. 400 of the turnover and ten per cent on the remainder of 
the turnover. All amendments to the Bill having been disposed of, the Premier 
moved that Section 17 of the Assembly Buies be suspended and official business 
be transacted on the next day. This was agreed to and, aci ordingly, the third reading 
of the Bill was taken up on the next day, the 26th. April, when it was passed. 
The hon. Mr. C. Rajagopalachari, the Premier, hoped that he would get the 
co-operation of all sections of the House in administering the measure in the 
best manner pssible. 

Village Officers Bestoration Bill 

Two more Bills, the Bestoration of Village Officers (Validation) Bill and the 
Madras OMldren’s (Amendment) Bill, were passed. The first named measura 
Bougiht to validate the restoration of village officers who lost their offices for 
association or connexion with political movements. 

Children’s Amendment Bill 

T3io Children’s (Amendment) Bill gave, power to the Chief Inspector of 
Certified Schools to order, in urgent cases, the release on licence of a youthful 
oflimder or child detained in a certified school—a povrer hitherto vested in the 
managers of the school. The Government could under the Act. order the transto 
of a youthful oiTender or ehild from one certified school to another. To avoid 
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pioTifiion kad been made in the Bill for delegatitig their power to the 
Onifif Xnspector himsdif. The House then adjourned to meet again on May 8. 

Tras Saibs Tax Bill (contd.) 

tfh. te IBBi. MAT :—The Sales Tax Bill, as reported by the Select Committee, was 
talGieii up lor discussloii to-day. The Prime iftmater, moving that the Bill be 
tahen into consideration, defended the provisions and declared that the measure 
was not a *'rash adventure”. The Bill* the Prime Minister observed, has suffici- 
ent precedents in western countries ; and quoted the example of **three Domini- 
ons of B|itidi Commonwealth, twentyniiie States of the U. 6. A., twdve 
countries o£ Europe and six republics of South America”, where a general sales 
tKL had been resorted to. The Prime Minister contended that the incidence (A 
the proposed taxation was light enough and concluded bj inviting the members 
of the Opposition proposing to move amendments, to reinforce their furguments 
with reasons so as to carry conviction to the House. A motion to posl^ne the 
eonsideratiim of the Bill for six months was movol by Mr. P. Khalifullak sakth and 
was support^ by Mr. W, K. M. Langley protesting against the ''tremendous haste” in 
puidiinjg thr^h without enquiry a Bill, which might turn to be an engine of oppression. 
Next day. the Sth. May, the House by 116 votes to 36, rejected the Opposition motion 
to postpone the consideration of the Bill for a period of six months. '‘After hearing 
all that had been stated by the Opposition”, the Prime Minister stated, in replying to 
tibe debate, "I cannot refrain from saying that I am more and more convince that it 
is just the tax that one can possibly conceive of for this poor country.” He added 
that it was a just tax also. The Prime Minister’s motion for the consideration of the 
BUI was carriM by the same majority and the House then ju-oceeded with the dis- 
eusaion of the clauses of the Bill. When the definition oi the term "dealer” was 
tekea up, a point of order was raised by Kumararaja if. A. Muthia Chettiar that the 
House wAs not competent to make a provision coverinjg “buying” under “sale”. The 
Speaker over-ruled the objection holding that the provisions of the Bill “which relate 
to the levy of the tax from the buyer are not ultra vires”. The discussion was adjour- 
ned tUl the 11th. May when, by 102 votes to 28, the House decided to retain Ihe provi- 
sion for the levy of a tax or Bs. five a month on eveiy dealer vdiose annual turn- 
over did not exceed rupees twenW thousand. The Opposition pleaded for a substantial 
reduction in the rate ; but the ftime Minister contended that the scale proposed was 
proper ; and that the amendments for reduction were sought to be pressed m a spirit 
of bargaining. “If a general sales tax is to be levied at all,” tlie Prime Minister 
doclar3, *'it must be worth while ; and anything less than half a per cent on the 
turn-over exceeding rupees twenty thousand woiild not produce u accent amount.” 
Much of the subsequent discussion turned on tlip ' uncompromising attitude of the 
Prime Minister”, and member after member of the Op])osition criticised it in connec- 
tion with the amendment of Mr. Abdul Hameed Khan to reduce the rate to one-eighth 
of a per cenc. Mr. W, K, if. Langley^ who had given notice of an amendment to bring 
down the rate to one-quarter per cent, intimat^ to the House the decision of the 
European Group not to paiticipatc further in the consideration of the measure, having 
Regard to the attitude adopted by the Prime Minister and the Government towards 
the Opposition arguments. Since the start of the debate, Mr. Langley regretted to say. 
not only the Premier and the Government gcuernliy have shown a complete disregard 
both of the arguments adduced by the speakers themselves but any reply to any 
arguments that has been advanced bar been made more by way oi assertion than 
argument. He complained that the Opposition case had been pi-ejudged by the Prime 
Minister. Next day, the 12th. May. the Asfiembly voted, by a majonty of 106 to 26, 
the retention in the Bill of the rate of one half of one per cent on turnover exceeding 
rupem twenty thousand. Pnu^tically the whole of the day the House was engaged in 
the discusqpn of the amendment ot Mr. Abdul Hameed Khan to reduce the rate to 
onc-dghth one per cent. 8«>veral members of the Opposition groups pleaded hard 
with the Prime Minister to agree to a lower rate. Vaxi Leader of the Opponition meAie 
a fervent appeal to the Government not to disregard the strong public feeling roused 
agfdhst the measure. Having failed to justify it on the ground of emei^ency of any 
gMt magnitude, the Prime Minister was, Mr. Muthia Chettiar warned, simply drivu^g 
Bie people to despair. “If the Premier is prepared to negotiate for a reasonable rate. 
I ami^y and t^copntiy is ready”, lie submitted, iii a speech lasting one full 
hour, the PriMgMb/nieUr aelended the measure and the scale of taxation proposed. 
No caBe, he ohsiNqgii luM lim rmdeoutby the Opposition that the rate of one-half 
of oite per cent was wrong unreascmabie and that it cidled for a reduction. Much 
of the apprdiention voked hjf w Opposition as to the possible yield from the proposed 
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taiBtioQ. was, in the Premier’s opinion, based on oonjeetures. Even on a most liberal 
d^wtion, not more than from a crore to a crore and a half could be expected, he 
said. And knowing the recurring deficit in the finances due to progressive loss in drink 
leveoue. the rate of tax intended to be levied could by no means oe considered unreason- 
able The Prime Minister emphasised that they could not do any good to his province 
unless the^ levied this tax, which apart iroin bringing them the needed revenue, 
would result in a juster distribution of of taxation in the province. The 

Mme Minister desired the Opposition to bdilvl that this was his carefully considered 
ccmcludon. He might be wrong, he said, but he could not be charged with ‘obstin^’ 
or ^disinclination.’ ^Tf we get more than a crore or a croie and a half”, the Prime 
Minister finally remarked, *Wze me by the top-knot and demand a reduction in the 
rate. Who then can withstand the request?” j^urther, the Prime Minister added 
that if he made proposals for wasting this ill-gotten money, they would be entitled 
to take him down from the throne of thorns and put him in the proper place. Next 
day, the 18th. May, the Assembly concluded the consideration of the Bill within two 
hours of the commencement of the proceedings. Members of the Opj^tion, exc^ 
foul' bdonnng to the European bloc, walked out at the very outset, declining to parti- 
cipate in the proceedings as a protest against the **unrespoiisive attitude of the Qovem- 
ment.” Clause 3, the further consideration of which was left over from the previons 
night, and the subsequent clauses were all passed without anv discussion. The 
Premier spoke again at length during the tliird reading, justifying the measure and the 
acale of tax. He expessed the hoi^e that bulk of the appr^ensions felt in business 
circles would soon clear and that they would find that the Bill was not a bad one. 
The indirect effects of the measure, he hoped, would be to give a healUiy tone to the 
business structure in the province. Mr. Hodgson, once again, marked his protest on 
b^aif of the European group, reiterating that there was no justification for the 
proposed tax at the present time, and that in any case, the Bill in the form it was 
put through, had been badly designed. The motion that the Bill be passed 
into law was put to the House and carried amidst Ministerialist cheers 
and applause from a large body of visitors in the gallei^ and outside the House. 
The Assembly was then aujournod sine die. 


Proceedings of the Madras Council 

Winter Senion— Madrnt— 27th. January to 20th. February 1939 

Discussion of Official Bjixs 

The Winter Session of the Madras Legislative C*oiincil commenced at Madras 
on the 27th, Jannary 1939 with the Hon. Dr. u. Rama Rau, the Prcsidtnt, in the chair. 
At the outset a condolence resolution relating to the uutimaly dea^ of Mr. 
K. Raman Menon^ the Minister, was pass^. The Madras Adulteraiion Act{Amend- 
ing) Bill and the Bill to Amend the Madras Revenue Recovery Act as passed by 
^e Assembly were considered and passed. The hon. Mr. C. O. Varkey, Minister 
for Education next moved that the Bill for abolition of District Education Councils, as 

r ied by the Assembly, be taken into consideration. Objection was taken by Mr, 
R. 8amtappa Mudaliar to the consideration of the Bill on the ground that rules 
relating to notice bad not been complied with. The Premier explained that the Bill 
was circulated to all members as early as the 22ud instant and that should be 
deemra to satisfy the rule relating to notice. Next day, the 28th. January, the bill 
m adopted. Dr. r. B. 8. Rajan, Minister for Public Health next moved that the Public 
Health Bill, as passed by the Assembly, be taken into consideration. Bir Muhammad 
yamau, supporting, said that the Bill supplied a real want and the Health Minister 
desmed their warm congratulations. Mr. D. M. Reid said Dr P. J. Thomas also 
supporting the measure. Further discussion was adjourned till Monday the 
January, when the Bill was passed by the House. 

Estatkb Land Committee Beport 

The Estates Land Act Gommitee’s Beport was next taken up for discussion. The 
debate was ooutinued till the 8rd. Febnuury, when the House concluded oonsidmtioii of 
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the ^port. The motion of Mr. Jogiah Pantulu recommending to the Government 
to bring in l^slation at ui early date on the general ba^ia of the majority recom- 
mendations^ waa passed. The amendments of Mr. J, A, Saldanha and Mr. Narayana^ 
swamt Naidu were n^atived. Winding up his speech, the Revenue Minister 
to the oppositionists to revise their views with regard to the Report, in 
the light of facts and figures pitted by him before the House.” Mr. Frakasam, 
reiteraM ms contention that zamindars were not owners of the soil and that 
ownerwip of ^e soil was in the ryot Fixity of tenure and fixity of rent, he said, 
were the two yitd points that had been declar^ and confiTmed under the Permanent 
^ttlemcmt of 18Ck. The zamindars, therefore, could not enhance rent, nor could 
they claim ownership of land. Mr. ^-akasam refuted the allegations that there 
were political motives behind the majority recommendations. He declared that 
men ttie ryots rights as enunciated by the Committee had been upheld by the 
Ipyv Council It was not right for members to suggest that the report smelt 
of Moscow and Communism. The Council then aajourned to meet on the 20th 
instant, when the budget was presented. 

Supplementary Demand;; for Grants 

23fh. MARCH ^T-The next meeting of the Council was held on the 25th. March 
when It discmssed the Supplementai-y Statement of Demands for further exiiendi- 
ture for 19iw-39. On a point raised by the Prime Minister ^ the /Vesident ruled 
that aiBcussion shcnild be strictly confined to the items and the subject-matter of 
we various demands and that ^)Gcchcs should not cover the whole fioidofadininis- 
trative activity or policy of the Government as on the intrcMiuction of the primary 
^uget. The Mimstera rejdiiHl to the various |)oints raised in the debate, the Prime 
Mtnxster taking the opportunity of answering critics of the action of the Govern- 
ment in introducing the study of Hindustani in schools. The Council then adiouriied 
«nc die. 

May Seuion— Madras— 11th. to 19th. May 1939 

Entertainments Tax Bill 

. May session of the Council commenced on the 11th. May. Two Bills, one for 
levying tax on amusements and other entertainments in the province of Madras and 
the other to give power to the Government to debar residents and vice-presidents of 
local^ bodies who had been removed from office from standing for re-election for a 
certain iieriod as passed by the Assembly, >verc taken into consideration and passed. 
Next day, the 12th. May, after question time, the Council passed three Bills, 
om to ammd the Maternity Benefit Act, the other to amend Borstal Schools Act 
and the third to amend the Tirumalai-Tirupati Devasthanams Act, 

The Tobcco Taxation Bill 

The Tobacco Taxation Bill, as passed by the Assembly, was then discussed. 
The debate w’as continued from day to day till the 15th. May when a number of 
amendments were moved by members of the Opposition to the definitions and 
taxation clauses of the Bill. Every one of them was oj)po8ed by the Prime 
ifinw/er and negatived by the House, The second reading of the Bill occupied 
nearly three hours. The third reading stood adjourned till the next day, the 16m. 
May, when after a lengthy debate, in which many members of the Opposition 
participated, the House adopted the Prime minister’s motion that the Bill be 
passed irilo lair. 

The Bill to validate the restoration of village officers and the Children's Act 
Amendment Bill, were passed without any changes. Mr, Abdul Wahah Bhukari's 
Mappilla Manimakkathayam Bill was also passed. 

The Sales Tax Bixx 

passed by the Assembly, came up for 
eonsidemtioii' on we May. An Opposition point ol order on the ground that three 
, aays , notice not been given to the members, was ruled out by the 

Prtndmi, who Md th^\^ requirementB of the rules had been complied with, as 
, the Bill was in the hapw m memb^ as early as Sunday. A few dilatory modons 
moved by the Leader of ths Opposition and two other members, were rejected by the 
House, Sir Frank Birley md Sir Mahomed Usman opposing them. The Prime 
Minister defended the Bill and contended that what was Bought to be imp<^ was 
a )uBt tax. He was much more convinced now, he said, than ever before mat 
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the tax was a proper one and was not calculated to be r^cssive on trade. 
Next day, the 18th. MAT, the House, after a further discussion for three hours, 

carried the Prime Minister’s motion to take the Bill into consideration. The House 

then proceeded to consider the Bill, clause by clause. Members of the Opposi- 
tion moved amendments to the definition and the taxation clauses. The amend- 
ments were opposed by the Premier and negatived by the House. Sir K. K 
Reddi Naidu^ opposing, said that there waa ^country wide agitation against the Tax. 
He characterized it as a “pernicious tax.” The Revenue Minister. Mr. T, Prakaaam 
said that the tax would never affect the poor. Dr. P. J. Thomas said that if 
they wanted to improve the lot of the poor, it was necessary that the Govern- 
ment should have more revenue. In most of the western countries and America, 
such a tax was imposed and it could not be said that trade had been afiected thereby. 
Next day, the 19th May, the third reading of the Bill was passed. All Opposi- 
tion amendments were either rejected or withdrawn ; and the Bill did not 
undergo any change whatever in this House. An hour after the commencement 

of the sitting, when the discussion of the main clauses was over and only a few 

amendments to subsidiary provisions remained to be disiX)sed of, members 
of the Opposition belonging to the Justice and National Democratic groups, 
eleven all told, walked out of the House. Both Mr. N, R, Samiappa 
Mudaliar, Leader of the Opposition, and Sir K, V, Reddi, Leader of 
National Democrats, declared that no useful imrpose would be served 
by continuing to take part in the further consideration of the Bill, 
having regard to the uncompromising attitude of the Prime Minister. Sir K. V. 
Keddi added that the Prime Minister had failed to show even ordinary Parlia- 
mentary courtesies due to the Opposition. As 8ir K. V. RedH, along with 
three of his followers, was leaving the House, the Prime Minister requested 
Sir K. V. Reddi to exolain his imputation regarding the Prime Minister’s 
lack of courtesy. Sir K. V. Reddi, not resjwiiding, the Prime Minister submitted 
to the House that he was not conscious of having been discourteous to the 
Opposition at all. The President ajjrecd. Sir Mahomed Usman^ Sir Frank Birley 
and Dr. P. J. Thomas did not join in the w-alk-out. They remained in their 
seats and all the three spoke on the motion for the third reading. Sir Frank 
congratulated the Premier on his urbanity and uniform courtesy and observed 
that a lesser man than he '‘would have lost his tem]>cr and i)erhapB been ruder 
to us than wc >vere to him.” The House then adjourned sine die. 
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Proceedings of the Bombay Assembly 

Budget Session— Boinbay--3rd. February to 22nd. April 1939 

Discussion of Official Bills 

The Bndj'ol SesHion of the lk)mb:iy TiO;^irthiUvo Awscmhly rommoncwl nt 
Bombiiy on the 3rd. Fobniavy 10311 utid (•.ontiniied for eighty duys till the 22iiil. 
April. The lioii. Mr. O, K Mavlnnkc.t\ Speaker, prcsiiled. Two ollirial Bills, 
one to amend the Btmhay Diafrict Police Act and the other to amend the 
Bombay Weights and Measures Act were passed. The first Bill empowered the 
District Superintendent of Poli(‘C to dclegatio, with tlic ])revious sanction of the 
(lovcrnmont, any of his -iK)wcrs to an Assistant or Deputy Superintendent of 
Police. The second Bill was deisigned to make more (*frcctivc tne |)rovision of the 
Weights and Me>iBurea Act 1932. Hitherto, it has been found dillicnlt to bocmii'c 
a conviction under the Act. It is not always j>ossil)lc to prov'c tJiat iinautbori- 
Bcd, unvcriFicd or unstami»cd v* 'ights or mea.surcs were actually used or kci)t for 
use in trade. According to the amending J^ll. it is proi>oscd that in cases where 
any such weight or nlcasurc is in iK)ssossion of a tratler or his cmidoycc, it 
should be ])rcsumcd, until the contrary is proved, that it was in his josscssion 
for use for trade. , 

The Bombay Tenancy Bill 

6th to 10th. FEBRUARY 31ic discussion of the Bombay Tenancy Bill was re- 
sumed on the 6th. Fob. Ran Bahadur O. K, Chitaln np))0sc<l the Bill on tlic ground 
that he was not satisfied with the necessity of the Bill. TJic state of landlords 
was no whit better to-day than that of their tcMiants. The Bill would only 
widen tlic cleavage in the relations between the landlords and tenants and lead 
to class war. Mr. Karandikar, oj)iK)sing the Bill, argued that the Bill was 
expropriatory in charof^ter. When the acquisition of prcs.*riptivc right required 
adverse poshession for twelve years and more, the conferment of i>crmnnciu*.y of 
tenure 8n#ild have a basis of a longer ]x;rio<l than six years. What tenants 
needed today was reduction of land revenue and harnessing of fallow lands for 
cultivation Mr. lamail Ihrahim Chundrigar felt that the condition im])oscd on 
the tenants for retaining the right of i^crmanency was too hard to be fulfilled. 
Instead of restricting the application of the law to the hrdders of more than 
33j^ acres of land, Mr. Chundrigar stated, the ^mdificntion of the tenant alone 
should have been made the criterion for the application of the law. Rao Bahadur 
H, H. Bhole ix>intod out that the benefits accruing to the tenant fell far short of 
the expectations aroused when the Congress took office. The proiiosed legislation 
would affect only a very small percentage of the i)opulcition. Me advo(*atcd a 
more radical measure on the lines of measures in other Congress Piuvincos. Mr. 
8, •/Aa6t;a/a opposed the Bill On the ground that it. retail^ too many safegu- 
ards in favour of the landlord to be of bcncGt to ^c tenants. Ho acsirod tlio 
Congress Government, to bring to bear on their outlook the spirit in which 
Mubittma Gandhi had replied to Mr. Eamsay Macdonald in the second Bound 
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Conference when he said that every ^nad would be scrutinised if the 
Oongras came to power. Mr. Jhabvola advocated a more radical measure for 
relieving tenants. Mr. P. W, Wagh observed that the Bill was calculated to 
create dissensions and distinctions in the ranks of both tenants and landlords. 
The discussion was adiourned till Wednesday next, the Sth. February, when 
Sardar Vinchoorker said that the Bill soui^ht to reduce the status of the landlord 
to a nominal one. He requested the Govibiimcnt not to rush tlirouj^h the Bill. 
According to him, it was not insecurity of tenure that took away the incentive on 
the part of the tenant to improve his holding, but the uneconomic prices obtained 
lor bis prod uce. Sir Chinubhai Madhowlal found in the Bill a socimistic tendency 
which was being increasingly felt in the Congress, as was indicated by the recent 
Con^presB Presidential election. He cx])iaincd from his own cxiicricncc that the 
relation between landlords and tenants had remained cordial and would only be 
disturbed by the present Bill. 11c opiH)Bod the Bill in toto and requested the 
Qovemment to withdraw the Bill. Mr D, P. Perreira, o))poBing the Bill, said 
what was needed was not a Bill of this nature but industrial dcvclo])mcnt and 
rural reconstruction. While the Bill compelled the landlord to retain the tenant, 
it did not reciprocally compel the tci.ant to remain on the Innd. A good many 
wlculturists were migrating to iiidustrial towns, leaving agriculture. Mr. K, S. 
Firodia supported the Bill. He was sux’priscd that in all the criticism levelled 
against the measure, no constructive suggestions had been advanced. ^]K)kesmcn 
(jf landlords had condemned the Bill as cxproiniatory, while others had rcicx'.ttxl it 
as affording very inadequate benefit to the tenant class. Answering the various argu- 
ments he points out that the Bill only tried to regulate the relation boLwccii 
landlords and tenants. I'hc principle of Inc Bill was that the tenant should have 
Buch an interest in his holding as to create in him an incentive for improving 
the land. Next day, the fith. February, Sir A, M, AT. DMavi said that both 
landlords and tenants were opposed to the Bill. When there was no demand from 
the tenants, he did not understand why the Government should, with break-ncck 
speed, rush through a piece of legislation which did not even touch the fringe of 
die tenancy problem. The Bill was at best only a palliative measure. While his 
Party was at one with the Congress in their desire to ameliorate the condition of 
the peasantry, it w'as definitely opposcnl to the principle of '‘expropriation of private 
piopi^y, which semed to underlie the Bill.” Mr. Jatnnndaa Mehta felt that the 
Qoveiiimcat were introducing a Bill, whicli, while it made the landloixls panicky 
atXMit the bogey of expropriation, did not nfl'ord any real protection to the tenants, 
Aooording to him what the landlords w'ould lose was a mere scntimpiital right of 
tttcperty. Clause Six of the Bill, giving the landlords the right to terminate 
'protected tenancy” at one year’s notice for agricuUural or non-ngricultural ]>ur]'oscB, 
iB fact, defeated the whole o]}ic<‘t of Uic Bill. The hon. Mr. Morarji Deeai^ 
Bevenue Minister, in reply, said that tenancy legislation was a pressing and 
Imminent necessity and it was wrong to say that the Icnunts did not w^ant any 
■uch measure and only certain “agitators" w^unlcd it. The principle of tlic Bill 
was the protection of tenants, and though not ])Cil'cot, the Bill sought to remove 
the old unequal relations between landlords and tenants, which vrcrc feudal 
in principle and out of date now. He appealed to landlords to understand' the 
spirit of the Bill so that better and proper relations might be established between 
landlords and the tenants. The first reading of the Bill was passed by G4 to 43 
votes and the House adjourned till the next day, the Ki'Ji. February, when the 
Hon. Mr. Morarji Desai moved for its reference to a Hclcct Committee. 
Mr. Q* K, Phadke (Thana) movwl an amendment that the Bill be circulated 
lor two months for the purpose of eliciting public opinion. The amendment was 
defeated. Another amenclmcnt moved by Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta iox inclusion of two 
more members of the House in the Select Committee was rejected by tlic House. 
The original motion was put to the vote and carried. 


The Village Pancuayats Bill 

10|h. to 18th. FEBRUARY The House took up on the 10th. Feb. the second rcailing 
of the Bombay Village Panchayats (Amend.) Bill as amended by the Select Com- 
ad^tee. The Bill sought to amend the Bombay Village Panchayats Act of 1038 with 
the object of “removing the difficulties which retard the development and growth 
el village panchayats and in order to democratise the constitution of tlicse bodies 
-Wllh a view to popularising them as far as iKissiblc.” 'I'lic main changes pioiHised 
ll the bdl are: compulsory establishment of pai.cliayats for every local urea having 
poimlatioki of 2.0U(} or more \ the abolition of the system of uoroiimliou and ex- 
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iMMut BMii to price remlBsions ; (G) a new expenditure of Bb. 45 lakhs, including 
Ibk luhs piiiivtded in the budget, for rural development; and (D) an ezpendf 
kite ci about Be. 15 lakhs on preventive measures on account of pronibition. Thus 
iko total cost of the programme would amount to Bs. 250 lakiis. Thirty lakhs 
oiit of this ase being found from existing revenue, with the result that Bs. 220 
laldia of hew revenue in the immediate niture will have to be found. The new 
taxatkni proposals arc expected to yield Bs. 184 lakhs. The following is a sum- 
ttary of the proposals (the figt^res ore in tliousande) ) : 

Bevenue reedipts : Bs. 12,55,17. ^ 

Bevenue expenditure: Bs. 12,S3,G3. 

Bevenue deficit : Bs. 28.46. 

Debt head receipts : Bs. 35,73,55. 

Capital and debt head disburscrocnis : PwS. l,35,10,Ca 

Capital and debt head surplus : Bs. 62,87. 

Closing cash balance : Bs. 89,13. 

Closing free balance : Bs. 17,03. 

Mr. Lat&e next dealt with the balance of revenue, which the Government 
wouid be required to find. “The total new revenue required being Bs. 220 lakhs and 
new taxation proposals amounting to Bs. 184 lakhs, there rcmuiiiB a balance of Bs. 
36 lakhs still to find, which prudence requires me iiow to make up our minds 
how to meet it.” The Government, he revealed, have under consideration control 
of forward markets through stricter and more comprehensive legislation. Taxation 
of forward business on the Stock Exchange is cxi)ec'.ted to yield six lakhs. The 
enhancement of some sections of court fees is expected to yield four lakhs and 
widening of the scope of sales tax will meet fifteen out of tlie thirty-six lakhs, 
leaving a balance oi twenty -one laklis to l)C met. The meeting of this amount would 
depend on the nature of the new land legislation, which is to be brought before the 
House. 

The Village Panchayatp Bill (contd.) 

15Ui. 10 l^th. FEBRUARY Discussion on the second reading of the Village 
Panchayats Bill was resumed on the 15th. February. The amendment moved by Mr. 
S, r. rari^lchat to the eifoct that ixiwer should not be vested in tlic collector to 
use his discretion in the matter of removing any member of the Panchayat Boaixi 
from membership except on disqualification being proved, was accepted by the 
Goven^ment, and the duty was made obligatory on the part of the Collector to 
remove the member when he became so disejunlified. An amendment which sought 
to add to the powers of the panchayat by entrusting the board with the duty of 
maintaining the birth and death register, was lulcd out by the Speaker on tlie 
ground that the amendment was beyond the scojk) of the original intention of tlie 
section. Much interest was created when Mr. Farulekar movcil an amendment by 
which the funds allo>vablc for entertaining distinguished visitors to the village, 
were sought to be cut drastically. The Minis ter -in-Uharge of the Bill thought that 
in ras:; provision should at all be made in the Bill for such section it should be 
sufficient, otherwise he was for deleting the section totally. The section was drojuicd. 
Claus*' twenty of the Bill which provides that secretaries to panchayats should be 
appointed by the Provincial Government drew keen opposition from the Opposition 
benches. Mr. Jan^nadas Mehta moved an amendment tliat tlie sccrctai'y should 
be “appointed by the panchayat which will lay downi pow'crs. duties, remuneration 
and other conditions of service subject to the ap])roYal of the Government.” Mr. 
Mriita could not find the need for the Government to foist an outsider on a self- 
governing body, By nature the section was undemocratic. Bir A. M, K, Dehlavi 
mso spoke su]>[x:rting the amendment. The Minister exjdained that the present Bill 
sought to confer wide powers on the local panchayat boards and there was great 
need for a really able man to assist the board. Mr. Faruleka*' suggested that at least 
the Government could have prohibited a i)ancl out of which tlie panchayat may 
select a secretary. The amendment was ]>rc8scd to a division and was defeated by 
57 votes to 24. Mr. P. W. Waah Uicn moved an nmcixlmcnt to tlic eifect that 
the panchayat bench, constituted for the trial of civil and mminal cases, should 
not DC fr^m the sanio village, but iliat fi^e villages should\;bc groui)^! for the 
purpose and .. bench of five should be constituted electing one from each village. 
The motion was lost. The House then adjourned till tlie 18th. Febmary when it 
divided no fewer tton three times in the' course of the half-day sitting and only 
one clause was passed. During the discussion on Clause 39, Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta 
moved that furtner consideration of the Bill be posttx)ned sine die^ till the Govehi- 


198 THE BOMBAY LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [ bombaV- 

mcnt furnished detailed and exact information as to the finances of the proposed 
pimchayat bodies. The Mini$Ufrfar Locaf Self^Oovemment opposed the motion and 
said that at this stage the Government could not give exact information on the 
matter because it related to the future working of these local bodies. He could 
only say that in Baroda State tlicre were about ^,00U panchayats, each witli an 
average resource of about Bs. 200 only, and in Mysore there were over 1,000 
such panchayats. They were working saUBfuctorily. In Bombay Frovince he expected 
each panchayat to get about Hs. 500. T!ic metrhera of the Opposition thought that 
with such inadequate funds panchayats would be unable to function. The motion 
was pressed 4o a division and was defeated by 51 to 20 votes. An amenilment 
movcxl by Mr. Dhole^ seeking to add a iwoviso to Section 03 that the I’roviiiciul 
Government should contribute one-fifth share of ‘tlianc* rcvcmic raiseil from the 
village to tlie ])anchuyatB, was held over for consiberation as to whether the 
recommendation of the Governor was nc'^cssary for moving it. 

General Discussion of Budoet 

20th. to 22nd. FEBBUARY llic gcneml discMissioii of the Budget commenced 
on tlie 20tli. Febniary and was oixiiicd by Sir A. M. K, Duhtavi who expressed his 
and the entire Moslem >vorld*s ' symi>atny with the ideal of Frohibition, but it 
did not create an emergency for unjust taxation. Frobibitioii was itself in an ox- 
pcHmcntal stage, and in view of tlie I'oUKi al dcvclo| luenls in the country which 
might call upon the Ministers to lay down their otlico, the hiuiicliiiig of such nii 
cxiicnsive scliemc, involving the curse of many wlio would have to be taxed, would 
be very inadvisable. Mr. 8, D. Saklatvaia. rcjncponting the I'ombay Mill-owners 
Association, thought tliat the budget proi*osulR iii etrcid amounted to doing a great 
wrong to efTect a little good. In a city like Bombay with an international ] oi>ulalion, 
to introduce I*i‘o]ubition at one stroke, was going loo far, and the Government, l.n 
said, took a grave ri'<ik. He added that the tax on liousc j»roi*crty almost aniouiiicd 
to a.i income-tax and the value of proiicrty had alrcatly dcjirccialcil. In tlie wa\c 
of the roeommeudations of the Labour ijniuiry Cominittcc tbc tax on textiles was 
a hardship, and directly contravened the Finance Minister’s ]>rcviou8 assurances. 
Mr. Jamnadas Mehta nm[Q a searching scrutiny of the ta>ation proposals, and 
said that the greatest objection to them was the ciicroaclimcnt of the avenues of taxa- 
tion oi^n to local boilics. When the local liodies found tJieir rcN'eiincs curtailed 
due to the imposition of tlic ton per cent immovalilo }»roperty lax, necessarily their 
activities in respect of i>rimary education, sanitation and other nation-building 
activities were bound to rixjcivc a setbmk — a contingency which the Government 
would not desire. Mr. Mehta said that he would rec-omincnd the appointment of a 
committee to explore avciiuos of raising revenue, without in any way allowing the 
burden to be transferred to poor p.eoplc. A sales tax, imposition of death duties, 
taxing forward transactions and such like were suggested by Mr. Jarnnadas Mehta 
for consideration by the Government. Mr. 8. //. J hah vain welcomed the Frohibi- 
tioii scheme undertaken, but the (fovcrnmcut slionld, he said, go slow rather than 
starve vital nation -buih ling activities. Next day. the 2l6t. Febniary, Dr. Amhedkar, 
Ijcadcr of the Iiidcpcndeiit Lal)our Farty, di*idared tliat it was ‘‘on the revenus 
side reckless, and on the cxpciRUturc side senseless.” Was Frohibition, he asked, such 
an urgent problem as to justify the new taxation pro]'.osals ? Alcoholism, he conti- 
nued, was a disease unknown in India. Drink coubl never be a problem here. It 
oilcctiDd only ten lakhs of pco|)lc in the w'holc of the i>roviiurc. He asked : “Should 
you spend Us. 125 lakhs now in curing the souls of the ten lakhs of drunkards, or pro- 
vide primary education for your children ?” Mr. C, P, Bramble, Leader of the Europ- 
ean Group said that it was not the iK>liey of lus party to promote drinking to enhance 
the excise revenue, but in the present step taken by the Go\crnmcnt, he could not 
help ouserAlhg a reckless political gesture. A tyiucal Congress budi:;ct, was how Mr. 
K. F. Nariman described the budget. Frohibition was, he reminded tlie House, a 
measure ou which every party hod joined in approbation last year. 
Next day, the 22Dd. Febniary, representatives of Indian Christians and the Aiiglo- 
Ipdian community cqiposod w Budget proixisals, especially Frohibition. The former 
questioiicd the rationme of stopping drink, while the latter argued that the proposed 
taxation was uiiuecessary, unjust and ill-conceived, and that the (iiovernment’s policy 
x^ected the ^‘triumph ol hope over experience.” i’ointing out as an instance the pace 
of the Madras Ministry as regards Frohibition, it was stated that the Govern- 
ment. hand in hand, with the extension of Frohibition, should have fol- 
lowed a policy of wise and judicious handling of excise revenue. Mrs. Faiz 
Tyabit (Muslim League) foill" that Muslims stood for accelciatiou of Frohibiiioa 
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M fluickly 08 pmsiblc, but tlicir opposition wos only to the way funds were 
semKht to DO raiwl. Dr. Oilder^ Miniater for Excise, asaertod that when the Mini- 
atry promiaod to introduce complete Prohibition within throe years, they meant what 
they said. ITie reixjrta that he had received from the ‘’dry” areas on the economic 
and social Ixsncfits derived from the introduction of Prohibition were very heartening. 
Tlib Finance Minister had just received a letter from an economist of tie Motlraa 
(lovcrnmont which said tiiat l^ohibitioii had succeeded beat in the urban areas. Ho 
appeaM^ to the Oppobition to extend their co-operation in order to make 
Prohibition a complete Bucccss. The Finance Minister, Mr. A, B. Latthe, replying to 
the Opiwsition criticisms to tlic budget that he w'as rcmindoc'. of the 

story of six blind men trying to dc8.*ribc an dephant. He requested tliat the projK)- 
snls be considered ns a whole. The (liscussions held so far would lead one to think 
that the Budget contained only taxation ])roi)OS!ds. He would clear the misnpprdicn- 
sion that these taxes were likely to be imsscd on to the consumer ultimately. 'J’hc 
hon. Mr. B, O, Kh^r^ the Premier, dcl;cnding the budget proposals, ]x>intcd out that 
dcs]uto the enormous cxi)cnditurc involved in Prohibition, the other natioii-bnilding 
nctiviticB were not hnmiicrcd at all. On the merits of Prohibition he had no two 0 ]»i- 
nions. He cxclaimc<.l **1 to not tell us of Amerjea. The ease is difrerent in our coun- 
try. Prohilntion shall succeed and that too now. ProiMirticd ]HX)plc shall imy for it. 
If they pay willingly, we shall be happy. Otherwise, we will take it. 

The Finance Act Amend. Bill 

24th. FEBRUARY to 1st. MARCH :—Tlic Bill to amend the Finance Act of 10112 
was t.akcn up for consideration on the 24th. Fob. I'lic Finance Minicter^ movi»ig the first 
rcadinjf of the Bill, explained its scope. The main feature of the Bill was, be said, 
]>rovision cimbling the (lovernment to levy a tax of ten per cent on the letting 
value of houses and lands in nrhaii areas with a view to financing Prohibition. The 
rale of clcctricily duly was also sought ti> be iiicreasc<l, at the same time ensiiiiiig 
that it Inwl not the eflcct of increasing Hie burden on the consumers ns a class. 21io 
Bill also raised the stamp duty on eonveyaneo of immovable property in urban 
areas. The lirst reading o2 the Bill mmis passed to-day by GO votes to 47. 

'J'hc I'Mimncc Minister, answering the eriticisms advanced against the provisions of 
the Bill, saiil that the (lovcrnmont had since decidwl to rcilncc the tax pro]v>Reil on 
urban luopcrty to 5 per cent in the case of jwoperties worth Rs. 2,(XX) or less in 
Bombay. In the case of property in AhnuHlabail, the criteria for the cxem)>tioii 
wonbl he fixcil later. It was also explained that the Port Trlist and munni)'al 
buildings would be cxcmiit from the electricity duty. The new jirovision in the 
Bill enahliiig the (lovcrnmont U) levy a duty on ])crsons who generated electrh'ity 
Ollier tlinn under a licence, rvas not .ai>pli<*ahlc to molor veliiclcs, shins in the liar- 
hour and such like and the Bill would he ameinlcd acconlingly. The 1 louse then 
n«ljo«irned till Monday next, the 27th. February, when Mr. Jumnaflas MvMtu movwl 
an amendment to Clause 7 of the Bill. A series of nmendmenis suggesting 
a graded scale of hixalioii in the ];laeo of Hie 10 ]^cr cent flat rate were 

moved by the Opposition benches, and all these were ’ eonsidered togellier 

liy the House. Hir A, M, K, Dehlavi, Ijcadcr of Hie Opiiosition. moved 

for reduction of Hie jiroiioscd tax to 4 jicr cent. Mr. S. V. Parulckar moved that 
one-room tenements and tenements oiT.ii])icd by workers should be taxed only to 0 
per cent and less. Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta said that when the Bombay Municipal 
Corporation was c-onfronted with the jiroblcm of raising large sums for slum clear- 
ance, which was an immediate necessity and the pro)>crty tax jvas the most fruitful 
source oiicii to it, the Provincial (lovernment hiwl with Uiis proiiosal for taxation 
encroached uj>on their preserves. Mr. M<4ita grat>hieally described the horrors of 
shim life witn the resulting injury to vbc moral, physical and spiritual growth of 
the race, llic slum dweller in Bombay had iicr hcaif only 130 cubic feet of 8]>acc 
as again \t 400 in the slums of liO’idini. Due to Lock of proper housing conditions, 
infant mortality had remained very high. This “baby killing tax*^ would only jicr- 
petunte the jiitiablc conditions in slum life. He argued that it was wrong to pursue 
Hie ))o1i(7 of prohibition to the parnlys.*iiioii of other urjp:cnt nation -buililing activities. 
'Phe Minister for Finance replied that, in Hie opinion or the Oovoriimont. Prohibition 
was the best social service for the jiooTcr classes. In the policy they wore pursuing 
the (lovernment had public opinion bdiind them. As lor a gnidcd scale of >taxation, 
v; the (lovernment had already uoclarcd that the rate would be reduced to ST per cent 
in respect of properHca valued at Rs. 2,000 or less in the city of Bommy. The 
discussion was acljourncd on Hie 1st. March when Hie House sat till a late hour and 
^tcr the Leader qjr the Oppoeition bad expressed the protest ol the Opposition mombors, 
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which, ho Haiti, hwl boon ro:'iBtororl at almost ovory stop in the passage of the Bill 
the f^innnee MinUtar had ropHod the Honsc passed the third leailinc of the 
Bill by 54 votes to 97, Bill was then passsd. 

VoTiWG ON Budget Demands 

S8th. FEBRUARY to 2St!i. MARCH Votitic on Biidj^ct demands for 

K s f'-omment'.ed on the 2Stli. Febmary. Mr. Jhahvala^ in movinc; a *‘cut” under 
e*jd A'^ricnlturo, brought to the notiec of the (lover n men t the inadequacy of 
markqtinj; ^I'tilitics. lie emphasised that the State must have its own marketing 
establishment. The Miniater replied that the Government wore alive to this and had 
therefore taken up the matter. . A b^inninK hail now been made. Acconliii*? to a 
survey made by some ofHcers of the (lovemmont of India, the agriculturist received 
^per cent less than what the articles prodiu^ed i)y him wore ultimately sohl for. 
- The Government proposcfl the establishment of a Price Intelligence Hcrvicc in 
Bombay and to apioint a Marketing Ofliccr wno would be in touch with marketing 
ory^nisations and supply information regarding Bombay markets and be a sort of a 
liaison o^cer^ between th'i marketing organisations and the consumers and traders in 
Bombay and the co-oiXTiitive and sale and mttlti-])urpose societies in rural areas. He 
would also organise co-operative marketing in Bombay. The motion was defeated. 
Next day, the 1st. March, Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta^ on a *^cut” motion under tlie head 
Education, sought to disap])rovc of the action of the Government in sanctioning 
expenses for the introduction of the Wawlha Scheme, without the previous sanction 
of the House for the scheme itself. A debate on the merits of Hindi and Hindus- 
tani was sought to be raised by a cut motion by Mr. AH Bahadur Khan. A scries of 
motions standing in tlic names of the Muslim licague members were moved to-day 
by Mrs. 'faubji, who pleaded for better facilities in the matter of education for 
Muslim girh. The Premier assured the House that it was his ^ambition to make 
education available to cveryl)ody, i*egardlcss of communal considerations. For he 
thought that the sooner the right ty|ie of education was spread all over the country, 
the easier it would be to introduce the rpforms he had at heart. The difficulties of 
providing denominational religious education to all communities were insurmountable. 
The Government could only see tliat an attitude of reverence to all religions was 
inculcaterl in students. Begarding teaching of Urdu, the Premier said it was tlic 
policy of the Government to teach Hin<lustani and both Nagari and Urdu Bcrit)t.B. He 
iiimself was learning Urdu and he was sure that no qiiaiTcl would arise on this ques- 
tion. On the assurance of the Minister, the cut motions in this behalf were withdrawn. 
The Wardlia Scheme of education was again subjccttMl ton thorough scrutiny on the 
next two clays, the drd. and 4th. March, when Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta moved a cut 
motion. Mr. Mdita explained that the motion was intended to diBat>prove the action 
of the Government in sanctioning cxi)cnHcs for the introduction ot tlic Wardha 
scheme in the province without the yirevioiis consent of the House to the scheme 
itself. He contended that before the Government ado]>ted a new scheme, it should 
take the public into confidence and allow the House to consider the new proi>osa]s. 
Mr. Mehta, analysing the scheme itself. Htntcd that it was revolutionary in intent 
and effect. Since Mr. Gandhi laid (lowii the priiiciidcs in 19;i7, the scheme ha<l 
undergone at least five transmigrations in res|)cct of its ideology. There had been 
noticeable all through confusion ns to the objects. The scheme, he dc(*.larc<l, was 
not suit^ to cope with the requirements of modern scdcntifically advnm^cd times. 
Replying, the Premier said, it wonld take .at least OtXJ years to ncoomplish iinivcrsal 
literacy in India, if the pnjsciit edu<*ational jwlicy were to l)C continued. It was i.ot 
the policy of the Government to scrap the jm^ent system outright and introduce 
the Wardha scheme immwlintcly. The proimsal was to cx|Ksrimcnt in three compiyrt 
areas in dilfercnt parts of the provihee. It was finite ]K>ssU)le the scheme might 
have to undergo further evolutions. ITic argument that the Government was now 
springing a surprise on the Honso was uncharitable. As early ns March tlie 
IfouBc harl been informed of the intentions of the Govern men t in tliis behalf. 

system itself hiul lieen betoro Che public for the last two years. Sir A. Dehlam 
said toat the syllabus did not>*orrclato higlmr ednention witli the coni*sc of stiidios 
in the primary cowtsc. Besides, he nskofl, “why should the Government insist on 
my child bring taiqcht spinning, weaving cte t” The motion was defeated by 71 
votes to 51 and the demand was voted for. The Honsc^ien afljonrnal to moot 
a^n on the 14tih. Mandi, ^vhen some cut motions were moved and the necessity 
tor starting more mortgage ^ks in the IhroVinco was stressed by Mr. Phadke. 
The hon. Mr. A, B. LatBiia Mi that •the Govcriimcht was not aj^athetic to the 
Wte of starting land mortgage banks, rorsonally ho would like to see that every 
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jaloka in the province had its own land mortgage bank. But practical difficiiltiee 
liad prevented ^e fmiUon of the scheme. After starting ten banks, it was found 
that large number of mdebted agriculturists, whom the banks were intended to 
help, could not take advantage of the facility, their debts being beyond their 
MMdity. Many applications for loans had thiumore to be turned down for in- 
sumdenev of security. As a result, a large portion of the amount set apart for 
relief could not be utilised last year. Provided conditions for starting land mort- 
gage banks were found favourable, the MiOkter assured the House that every taluka 
would Imve a bank shortiy. In view of shk assurance given by the Minister, the 
cut motion was ^withdrawn. Next day. the> 15th. Mueh, rejdying to a cut motion 
to discuss the dispanty in the cadres of the Bergeanis and Bub-Inspectors, moved 
in^ luB demand under the head *^Police.** tlie Hon’ble Mr. JT. i/. Munshi^ the Home 
Minister stated that the scale of pay and conditions of service of the new cailrc 
would be the same as those of the existing Bub-In spoc^tors’ cadre and recruitment 
would be confined ori^narily to statu tary natives of India. However. Sergeants now 
in SOTlce would continue to draw their pay and allowance on the existing scale. In 
speeiid cases, ex-army men who were not statutory natives of India, might be 
rroriiited as Sub-Inspectors with certain relaxation of conditions a]iplying to age and 
educational qualifications. Mr. Munshi also appreciated the patriotic sentiineiite of 
Anglo-Indians, who had expressed thdr wlliingncss to be classified as Indians. 
Next day, the 16fh. March, the Scheduled Class members in the House moved two 
"cuts^’ to impras upon the Government the inadequate representation of Harijans 
in the Police Dmartmcnt. Mr. K, i/. Munshi replied that u'batever the attitude of 
the previous Government had been, the present Government did not recognise 
untouebAbility. It hod been the policy of this Government to secui-e fair representa- 
tion in the services for the Scheduled Classes, having due regard to standards of 
efficiency. Where, however, a candidate was unfit, the Government would not sdect 
him for the reason he was a Scheduled Class representative. The cut motions were 
defeated. Next day. the 17th. March, the House resumed the discussion on toe 
'^cut** motion of Mr. Jamnadas Mekia^ which raised a debate on toe report of Distur- 
bances Inquiry Committee. Dr. Ainhedkar^ supporting the motion, asked toe 
Government why toe members of the Council of Action, constituted for the purpose 
of carrying on toe uemonstration on November 7 last, against the Trades IMsputes 
Bill, were not prosecuted, if toe Government believed toe Committee's retort that toe 
Council was responsible for the occurrences on the day of toe strike. If the 
Government were sure that the police resorted to firing only to the extent called 
for by toe exigencies, why should not the Government place the police for trial 
bfsfore a court of justice 1 The Home Minister, Mr. A. M, Munshi^ opiwsod toe 
He pointed out how the Inquiry Committee was ronsritutod of men of 
unimpc^hable character and how the terms of rcfci'cncc had Ijccn widened at the 
Boggestionof toe House at the time of a]ti)ointing the Committee. The Home 
Minister toen rend from toe report speeches of the leader of the strike, wliich 
went to show that toe demonstration was not against the Dill as such. The 
idea was to have ‘^workers’ Kaj" for one day and the strike was managed by a 
set of people who Relieved in the Marxian doctrine and too Communist princiinos. 
If their methods ^prevailed, thought the Minister, a state of affairs would one day 
arise' when, at one word from those leaders, the whole of Bombay would have to 
close down. Tlie method of these people was intimidation raised to a fine art. 
Mr. Munshi toen narravod the various acts of the strikers and asserted that toe 
firing was just sufficient to preserve order. An amendment to too ^cut*’ motion, os 
well as toe “cut” were put to the vote, pressed to a division and defeated. The 
HouBe again divided, while voting lor toe grant under toe head ’^Police” and toe 
demand was granted by Gl votes to 18. Next day. the 18th. March, toe House 
discuBsed cut motions under medical demand whi(rh sought to impress upon the 
Government, toe inadequacy of medical help provided to too poor. The proposed 
closing do^ of toe St. George’s Hosj ital (for ISuropcans and Af^do-Indians) came 
up lor severe criticism at toe nands of Mr. C. P. Bramble, Leader of toe rrogres- 
Bive Party when he moved a “cut”. When toe Government was making a b^in- 
ning wito nation-building activities by subsidising dinpensaries and providing facili- 
tiee for training nurses, could toe people watch, he asked, toe closing down of toe 
St. George’s Hospital in toe city, which was next only to London in imiw- 
tu^Tce in toe Britito Empire ? In 1938, the number of bws in Bombay City per . 
toousand population was two. Now, when the population bad , incieascd from 
eleven lakhs to at least fifteen lakhs, there had bc^ no increase in toe beds in 
bosUtals. Mit Bramble {fit that t^ idea of toe Government that the hospital 
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ins too expensive was a mlsAppieiieiirioo. He aaM the Ooverament. If they 
hii tcM to comiwce ^ fig^ thoieof other hcNi^tids m the cil^, which sought 

to liBiness upon the Oovernmont the inadequacy of m^ioel Mp provide to the poor. 
The] louse then adjonnied till the Mrd llMiLwhen there 'was a pASsage-At-arms be- 
tween Mr. $. L. Karaniikar and Bir d. U. JT. IhKlavi^ I^eader of the Opposition, 
wlam supplementary grants were voted mxm. Mr. Karan iikar moved a out to the 
eiiiienses demanded oy the Government of its. 09,003 for Jie purpose of rdiabilita- 
tiiig old buildings In order to enable the Government to hand over certain Masilds 
to Muslims, in we Ahmednagar District. Mr. Karandikar disapproved of the Govern- 
ment’s poli(7 of returning Masjids ito Muslims. Bir A. M. K. Dehlavi, Leader of the 
Oppomtion, sprang to his feet at the challenge and said that ho was reminded of the 
practice in Parliament that when two members could not confine themselves to the eti- 
quette of the House they used to remark, ''Let us go out and settle the matter.” The 
Minister for Public Works explained ^at there waa no need to import communal 
h^ into this matter as it was the duty of any Government to redress grievances, 
ineapective pf communal considerations. The House voted the demand. Next day, the 
Mh. March, certain members moved cut motions and desired to criticise the Govern- 
ment’s action in res^xsi't of the demand of sei'urities fiom certain newspapers. Mr. 
4li Bahadur Kharis by a **<ait” * motion, sought to impress on the Government the 
impmtive need to check communal propaganda and bring about amity between 
the two major communities in the country. He quoted certain extracts from Urdu 
papers and instances of certain Hindu leaders carrying on proi>aganda against the 
Hyderah^ Administration, and said that unless these wore stopiid, there might be 
repercussions leading to communal tension. Mr. K, if. Munahi^ the Home Minister, 
in his reply, stated that being a National Government, their policy was to steer clear 
of extremes on either side. The Government did not believe in dealing only with 
symptoms, but desired to deal witli root causes, and therefore had allowed freedom of 
apeech and writing consistently with the maintenance of an atmosphere of non- 
violence. Mr. Khan’s motion was lost without a division. Replying to the debate on 
two other **cut” motions, which sought to censure the Governments action in dema- 
nding securities from certain newspapers Mr. Munahi said that it was wrong to say 
that the Government were using repressive measures. The Government had repea- 
tedly made their position clear with regard to communal incitement, no matter who 


tediy 

made 


them and hod warned individuals and newspapers against such incitement. Mr. 

Munshi hod not concluded his si^eech when the House adjourned till the next day, 
the astli. March, when glowing tributes to the efficiency, usefulness and independent 
character of the “United Ihress” vrere i>aid by the hon. Mr B. O, Kiier^ Prime Minis- 
ter, Mr. AU Bahadur Khan, Muslim Independent Member, and others dining the 
discussion on a ''cut” motion on the iupplcrocntniy demand on “General Adminis- 
tration” tabled by Mr. 8. L, Karnndxkar **to discuss the payment for the United 
I’icss News Service telegrams”. Mr. Karandikar wanted to know whether the "United 
Press” service was useful to the Govenimciit and eificiont and whether the Govern- 
ment were siding the money well by paying the Agency for the news telegrams. 
The hon. Mr. Kher^ replying, said that the Interim Ministry which preceded the 
Congress Ministry had itself agreed to buy the United Press News Telegrams, though, 
formal orders were not passed by it. The Congress Ministry implemented the Intenm 
Ministry’s tentative decision on an expenmental basis and finding the service useful 
and highly efficient gave an increase to it, although even the increased amount was 
much lower than what was being paid to the Assoidafeil IT’ess. The Government 
were considering the question of bringing the iiaymciit to the United Press, in view of 
its wholesome efficiency, to the level of the payment to the Associated Press. Further, 
Mr. Kher said that United Press was an inaigenous institutions. Tlie "cut” motion 
was then indrawn, llic Hoube then adjourned till Monday, the 27th, March, when 
the OpiKMiCron raised a di^ussion on the Government’s Publicity Dwartment, with 
particular reference to the appointment of the Public Relations Officer, Mr A. S. Eknm- 
baraAiyar, on a salary of Ks. 400 per month. Mr. 8, H, Jhabvala^ moving the 
cut, eaia that the new apixuntment was quite unnecessary as the old department had 
boeh performing the duty quite satisfactorily. During the Civil Disobedience days, 
the Director of the Infoimation Office had circulate two and a half millions of 
pamphletg. The work could not bo sold to have increased much now. He had received 
attenUon and information, whenever he hod sought the help of the directorate. 
“With a live press in the country”, aiud Mr. Munahi in reply, "the need for a 
Public Bdations Officer lias boivomc very great.” He cited the instance of Great 
Britain, where there was a post of Ihiblic Relations Officer. It was the duty of Uie 
officer to keep prcper contact between the Government and the public and the prew. A 
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Mfaiitler wodd notbave tbetimeto Intorvieir ptm nincsentatiyeB iiidiTUlnaUj and 
1 ^ Hm dl tlie infoniuitioii they aoc^t at dl tbnea and the Pddic Bdadona OiBoefr 
liiodd hfb kk a position to supply to t£e pzaas al all times correct and xdiable in- 
lonbadoii on dl toe undertakings of toe Government If toe pirm was not afforded 
eonreet inloimation, there was toe danger of incorrect and misleading news being ' 
ebooUited. A pcqfmlar and responidble government should be posted hourly with toe 
optotons and reactlQng of toe public and inaesttrate statemeiita relating to toe Govem- 
rneot, if any, appearing in toe press ox oani^s^diould be contradicts or clariiied at 
every stage. Tne out was preaaed to a ditoaton and defeated by 48 votes to 21. 
Next day, the tSto. Maieh, "cut** motions were moved by Mr. Phadke and Mr. 
Pai9l to rdse a discussion on toe demand of a security from the ^rikal”, a Maharati 
daily edited by Mr. 8. L. Karandikar, a member df toe Assembly, and toe ^Ansar*’ a 
Mmuim organ in toe ftoolapur district *^he liberty of toe Press is the liberty 
to express opinion so long as toe peace of toe society is not threatened toexel^. When 
that is threatened, it is not civil, but criminal liberty,” declarec^ toehon. Mr. K. M, 
Muathf, toe Home Blinister, defending toe action of the Government Hiere were two 
aspects to such a question, the individual and social. The former might be met by 
puttitoment of toe individual after the event, but toe latter called for promt preven- 
tive action on toe part of toe State. For suto purposes, Governments in other parts 
of India itore miAing use of toe Press Emergency Powers* Act, and toe Bombay 
Government was in good company. The Minister read out passages from too 
papers concerned, and pointed out that under the conditions prevailing in Bholapur 
at toe dme, such news was bound to create communal tension between the 
Hindus and Muslims. The question in some matters was not the veracity of the 
statements, but their tendency to intensify con.munal discord, llie Bombay 
Government were extremely watchful to see that, what was an agitation for 
political ri^ts in the Hyderabad State, should not develop into a communal clash 
in toe Bombay Province. Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta, supporting the ^cut”, said that the 
philosophy of the Minister’s argument was one of ^hanging a man to prcvcn; 
murder.” What the “Trikal” published was only news supplied by responsible 
correspondents from the Hyderabad State. The House divided twice in the course; 
of toe voting on these motions, which were lost. Mr. Parulehar'a amendment 
reduce the cut to one rupee in order to alter it to a censure motion was alst' 
Ideated toy 56 to 12. The House next voted all the v arious demands in th< 
Budget for toe next year mid then adjounied till the BOtli. 

The Sales Tax Bill 

SOfk. MARCH to 8rd. APRIL A Bill to enable the Government to levy a tax on 
toe sales of motor spirit, manufactured cloth mechanically produced in Bombay, or 
imported, and silk yarn, including artificial yarn, and cloth made of such yarn, was 
introduce on the 80fh. March by the Finance Minister, the hou. Mr. A. B. Latthe. Mr. 
Latthe explained that the tax on i^etrol would be enforced immediately, as no 
practical difficulties were anticipated, while in regard to otlier items, the Goverji- 
ment were working out details to prevent undue leakage or annoyance to scllei's. 
The Leader of the OppoaiUon asked if, following the example of Madras, the Bill 
would be referred to a Select Committee. But Mr. explr.f ned that it would 

serve no useful purpose to follow the Biadras example in this case. Mr. Jhabvala, 
opposing toe tax on petrol, pleaded that the poor taxi-driver should be excmptc/ 
mm operation of the measure. Mr. ffaA/aftoala, representative of the Mill-Owners 
^sociation, opposed toe Bill on toe ground that he was opposed to the policy oi 
Frohibition, wmdi necessitated the taxation measures and also because th< 
^ on sale of doto was bound to fall ultimately ou the manufacturer. Mr. Mith 
(Muslim League) opposed toe Bill in view of **itB repercussions on the agricultn 
nst,” while Sur. Tratam (European) urged that the Bill should be referred to : 
select committee. Next oav, the 81st March, Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta accorded su]; 
to toe ]^1, but observ^ toat intrinsically a sales tax was not sound and shouJ' 
be avoided if possible. Since the days ox the Greeks, ruinous hstd been, the eitec. 
of Bubh taxation, a^id had it not been for the intensity of post-war needs, saIcK 
tax would not nave been resorted to by Western countries. India, however, witl 
most of toe sources of taxation collared by too India Government, the Frovincis) 
§^emment had to take recourse to sales tax. Mr. 8, V, ParuUkar, opposing the 
"ill. asserted toat the 4ax was bound ultimately to hit toe poor people^ Mi. 
ffaasr/a/ Balabhai (Ahmedabad Mill-Owners’ Association), said toat toe burden u't 
toe sales tax on dou was bound to fall, on roannfactureni, ouring to the limited 
«Vaetty of die consumer to bear it. He fdt Uiat too many butdeiia were beini: 
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imposed on the pTemier industry in the country. He instanced the property tax, 
the increesed wages to labourers, the recent Tme Agreement, which gave pnviieges 
to British goods imported into India. Sir A, M. Dehlavi, Leader of the 
Opposition, advocated reference of the Bill to a select committee. Mr. Jf. C. 
Ghia (Indian Merchants’ Chamber), utg^ reference of the Bill to a select com- 
mittee, where it could be scrutinised. Idr. Ali Bahadur Khan urged that those who 
supported ^hibition should also support the sales tax. The hon. Mr. A, B, Latthe, 
Finance *Mini8ter, replying the debate, explained that a section of the House 
seemed to be under a misappr^ension that the funds sought to be raised by the 
tax was needed for the purposes of Prohibition. The amount of Bs. 35 lakhs to 
be raised by the sales tax, was intended to be utilised for rural development. He 
added that the exemption of coatser cloth from the operation of the Bill would 
defeat the purpose of the taxation. Answering the objection raised by the mill- 
owners, the Minister asked them what they had contributed to the grant of ameni- 
ties to the poor during their boom days, when they made 100 per cent profits. 
The first reading of the Bill was passed and the House adjourned till the next 
day, the let Aj^l, when discussion was monopolised by tlic Eui'opcan members, 
who had fifty-tnrec amendments standing in their names. The Bill was considered 
clause by clause. The main object of the amendments was to soften tlie penal 
provisions, llie Government accepted amendments deleting those sections which 
made offences under tliis Act cognisable, and wliich made applicable the provisions 
of the Criminal Pi'ocednrc Code in inquiries into such olfencos. The Speaker, the 
hon. Mr. O, V, Mavlankar offered his suggestions on the question of fines to be 
imi^osed on those carrying on trade without a licence. The standard of fines was 
accordingly modified. The House then adjourned till Monday next, the 8rd. April, 
when the debate centred round the question of the rule-making powers of the 
(Government under the Act. Mr. P. if. Wngh moved an amendment that the rules 
framed by the Government for giving effect to the provisions of the Bill, should 
be subject to the assent of the Assembly. Mr. A. B, Latthe^ Finance Minister, argued 
that it would not be opposed to the principles of democracy if a Kesponsible 
Government should frame its own rules for giving effect to the provisions 
of a l^islation. The Leader of the Opposition said that it ivas bad in principle for 
any House of rarliament to hand over unreservedly rule-making powers under 
any Act. Mr. D, W. Mullock urged that the Legislature should be given an oppor- 
tunity to consider the rules owing to the number and vkriety of interests affected by 
the Bill. The House divided on the question, and the amenument was defeated by 56 
votes to 25. A pica to exempt from the levy,, cloth of lower counts su as to atiord 
relief to the ixK)r, was made by various sections of the Op])OBitioa, but was 
not accepted by the Goveniraent. The Bill was passed by the House which then 
adjourn^. 

Agricultural Ixdebtedsrss Bill 

4th. & 5th. APRIL A Bill seeking to relieve the agriculturist of the br.i-den of 
indebtedness was introduced on the 4th. April. It will apply to agriculturist-debtoi’s who 
cultivate lands ]jcrsonally and whose debts do not exceed Ks. 15,000 and are not 
less than Hs. lUO, and provides for the scaling down of the debts to the paying 
capacity of the debtor. It is laid down that the debtor should be a member of a 
resource sooiciy before his debts may be scaled down under the Act by a Board 
constituted for the purpose. The object of this clause, it is exjdained, is to afford 
relief to those agriculturists for whom arrangements for current crop finance can 
be made by co-ojierativc socdetice. The Bill also contains provision to declai'e a 
debtor, .sifhosc assets arc inadequate to pay the total amount of scaled down debt, 
to be an insolvent. *’Thc economic servitude that arises from the money-lenders’ 
grip on the agriculturists”, runs the statement of objects and reasons, ’'gives rise 
to several evils, the chief among them bring, disposal of the agricultural produce at 
an unfavourable season, and gt a detrimental price.” Next day, the 6th. Aprfi« 
Mr. Jamnadas Mehta said that the Bill w'as too modest and did not attempt to 
take the bull by the horns. The Government should have adopted a more forwai'd 
j)oliey to relieve the agriculturist, the reason for whose indebt^uess was primarily 
the revenue policy of the State, the money-lender being but an accessory. Mr. 
Farulekar said that the scope of the Bill was narrow. It excluded from the relief 
proposed those agricultusists who had no property and included land-owners who 
werc^ not agriculturist* .He ideaded that the agricultural labourers should come 
witliin the scope the h^riation. Mr. Mitha (Muslim League) observed, Uiat except 
lor the proviriou for scaling down debts, m other xespecis, the Bill wafi 
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benteficU to tl^ monCT-lender who was BBBored oi payment of the 
diteii ^e in ^ reply, aaamed the House that all constructive 

BijggesBions offer^^ the sdeet committee. This concluded 

the first reading of the Bill which was referred to a sdect commitee. The House 
then adjourned tUl the neirt day, the eth. April, whmi after consiiMng two Bills, 
one to omend ths Abkdrt Act imd the other to amend the Municipal ^roughe 
Aei^ both of which passed thrpu^ all ^ three leadtogs, the Assembly adjourned 
till Tuesday nest, the llfh. April. ' 

Non-official Bl||oii^i!TiONS 

11th. ft 12th. APRIL :-«The House disciisied non-official resolutions on these 
days. On the lltb, a resolution moved by Mrs. Munehi recommending to tlie 
Government that a uniform set of text books should be prescribed for actoptipn by 
all registered schools in the province, occupied the whole day. The Prime MinieUtr 
assurS the House that the Government were considering the matter and the sug- 
gestion advanced in the course of the debate would receive his attention. On this 
assurance, the mover withdrew the resolution. There was a prolonged d^ate in the 
House, which was carried in many languages which the members found it difficult to 
follow. Next day. the 12th. A|^l another non-official resolution suggested to 
the Government that requisite amendments should bo made in the Bombay L^iala- 
ture Members* Salaries and Allowances Act so as to require members to attend 
meetings of the House on at least three-fourths of the number of days oii .which 
tlie House sat and disentitling any member to receive any salary in case of 
failure to do so. The Premier opix>6cd the motion, though he said he was in 
Byin}>athy with its object. He thought that the sense of resnonsibility of the 
members and the opinion of their constituencies should be aueciuatc checks to 
absenteeism. Tlie motion was withdrawn and the House adjounieu. 

Hindu Bigamous Mabriagbs prevention Bill 

ikh. APRIL:— Mrs. Lilavati Afuns^t introduced a Bill to-day to provide for the 
prevention of bigamous marriages among Hindus in the province. The Bill sought 
to declare a bigamous marriage void and to penalise parties to such a marriage. 
The statement of objects and reasons ran thus:— It is time Hindu society looked 
up to the necessity of moving with the times. Hindu society is now sufficiently 
auvaiiccd for the introduction of such a measure. If the women have to be 
raised to a status of equality with men. the institution of polygamy, wliic^ moie 
or less treats women as chattel, should be abolished. Mrs. Lilavati Mun»hi decla- 
red that often tiie reasons advanced for a second marriage weie purile. The 
mover dwelt on the utter helplessness of women in such cases, the marri^es 
taking place in disregard of tlie feelings of the women concerned. Mrs. Muiishi did 
not accciit the view that a law allowing divorce sliould precede this legislation. So 
long as women were constrained to monogamy, men had no right to complain if 
the law was ma<lo reciprocal. A Muslim Member, Mr. Mirza^ said that the Bill 
Mould prove to be the Magna Carta of Hindu ^vomen. Rao Bahadur Chitale and 
Mr, Phadke opposed the Bill.. The lion. Mr. K, M, Munshi argued that it was 
high time social legislation m’ob undertaken in this behalf, lliat the Mithakshara 
said otherwise many years back, could not be an argument for shelving legislation 
calculated to advance Hindp society. The motion for first reading having been 
carried, the Bill was circulated to elicit public opinion, a time-limit of three 
months being fixed. 

HINDU Marriages Dissolution Bill 

14th. APRIL:— A measure to provide for the dissolution and nullity of 
marriages among Hindus w’as introduced to-day. The Bill provided for thm kinds of 
remedies, dissolution, declaration of nullity, or judicial seiiaiation “according to the 
seriousness and needs of the situation” and the the remwes available at the ins^ce of 
either party to a marriage. The statement of objects and rc^ns says: The evil results 
of the lacK of provision in Hindu society for divorce' are apparent in the daily 
rei^orts of auici^, murders, and elopements of Hindu women In ewm of such 
owe, the rigidity of tiic marriage institution has been responsible for the mult 
Mr. B. D. Lola (OonKram), commendins: the BiU to, the consid^tton the 
Houee, observed that mudu women had stood shoulder to nun 

» tl^ avU Disobedience days and thby had been taught to thjnk in terms of 
‘Wedom and cquallto. While ideas of life and the mode t^bug were nnte- 
Kwng rapid transfor^ion in the Indian society to-day. Hmdu sos^y n«<wi to 
more with the Mr. B. Paul, while snpportiug the principle of the MU 
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wuid Ibe pte l^oe (OiMid 1 ^ be ai^jaeted to tbe udim 
neet of modem divoree le^atiea. Hr. Aii Bahad^ BUI 

markra e Otep lomnrd in the rlg^ d^feo^on jmd womeii should be .given 
A free right to divorce if they pleesedL’’ tbo motioB^ lor first tesdipg of the Bill 
was earned and the Bill was circulated for pubite Opiidou. 

Thb Sfioe Asster AiiTTif Box 


ttih. to ISlli. AMIHi Mr. B, (7. JTAer, &e Premier introdueed to-day the Bhop 
Assistants Bill. The measure sought to relate the hours of work iu shop, com- 
mercial house, theatres snd other establishments. The raaia features of the Bill 
were aeemtance of ^ o’clock as the closiiig hour in the Bight and the fixing of 
the spreadHiver and l^e minimum and maximum hours of work. The general 
principle of granting one , holiday for every aix making days was also 
accept The enactment provided that children should not be employed in the 
estsbliidunentB contempliitea the Ac^. and young persona were allowod to 
work during day time only. The Premier, introducting the BUI, said that this 
was another measure in the direction at social advancement, and he hoped it 
would receive the substantial, if n<^ unanimous, support of the House, quite 
unlike the Industrial Disinites ' BilL The Premier averred that the inquiries 
conducted by the Government Labour Office justified the step, and that the 
trend ot general popular opinion had been ascertained *0 be nnimimously in 
favour of the Bill. Next day, the Ifith. April, fairly unanimous Bupp<^ was 
accorded to the principles of the Bill, during the drimte on the motion for 
first reading. In the course of his speech, Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta pointed out 
diat such a measure should be aecompfUiied by legislation ^xing a minimum 
wage. Othmise, he thought, the benefit sought to be conferred on the shop 
assistants by the Bill, would be mure than counterbalanced by other factors. 
The Premier did not think that that aspect of the question could be considered 
at this stage. The Bill was referred to a select oommitj;oe. Next day, the 
tsth. April, the Assembly passed a Bill removing the disqualification from mem- 
bership of the municipality of those having undergone imprisonment, provided 
no moral turpitude was involved in such imprisonment 


PBIZg COMFETrriQNB BiLL 

fiOth. APRIL The Finance Minister, the hon. Mr. A. B. Laiihe introduced 
to-day the Bill to regulate and le^ a tax on prize competitionB in the 
provinca The Prize Comiietition Tax Bill, observed Mr. Latthe, was not intended 
to decide the desirability or otherwise of lotteries. Ethics apart, it was but a 
measure of taxation, proposed at the time of the budget speech. The funds 
were necessary for enforcing Prohibition. The Bill proposed to levy a tax of 
12} per cent of the total sum roceivod by the promoter in lesprct of such 
cOm{mtion8 and the Bill ^vided for a system licencca. The Finance 
Minister made it clear that me provisions nifccted oply prize competitions held 
and conducted within the presidency. The Leader of the Oppoeiiion opposed 
the Bill, as he thought that by this icgislation the Government was giving these 
competitions a law and status so far denied to them. He drclared tliat lotte- 
ries and competitions were as bnd as the di'iii)r evil. The Assembiy then iiasscd 
the throe , rckdinim of the Bill which was next passed. Motions to have the 
measure vOTculated or referred to a sdect eommittoe were rejected. 

Discussion of Official Bills 

filat APRIL The Assembly passed to-diay all the three readings of the Bill to 
reetriet increaee of the . rente of premiaee in urban areas owing to the new 
imixMition of the Urban Immovable Pro])erty Tax, withemt a division. 
A Bill Ho amend the Land Hevmue Code, lapng down the principles ot asscss- 
moiit of land revenue, was read, for the first time and refernxi to a select 
committea The House «0wsd to the amendments passed by the Upper House to 
the ViUape Panchapaie SUL 

BfiPidlAtfOir OP Judiciary from Exscutiyb 
fifind. Ali Mdhamed Mhan DeMdvi, Leader of the 

Of^ition, moved a resQhitkm to-ORy urging ou the Govemmebt the need for the 
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CwMmiB. wh^ M BtarMan amta^ in thU mi^, lud Mw assami^ du^ 
d w admiiiwtnrtfon; imd he fdt, therefore, that tie prind^e should be ihiiiii^ 
&tljr pat into^^ect. He was rather sarpris^ to note l&it the Congress Gerreih- 
men^ m tl^ dtATerent provinces hednot $pokm wlthone ^ee on the shbjeet. All 
seetidis of the House pressed theinseWof in farour of the motion. 


The Home Mmtster, Mr, JC. U. re^y^St* ^ that the Oovernmnit 

considered the reform as nesessary, urgent and fnndAmental. The Government had 
investigted the inctdenoe of the reform and had found that the scheme would 
involve a reshuffting of the district and tiduka servicos. Such a leshuflling, the 
Government eonsideied, would unsettle the district administrative machinery, whidi 
ou account of the responsibilities thrown on them in giving effect to the Beform 
measures undertaken by the Government had to be maintained intact The 
appointment of a numiMsrof new Subordinate Judges and the transfer ofindieial 
matters to them from the files of the M^strates would solve the question. 
But t^ effect of such a measure on the nuances ruled it out The Govern- 
ment could only proceed by stages, and steps were being taken te traatfer 
magisterifd work as far as possible to Subordinate Judges. The motioa wsis 
talk^ out, as on non-ofAcial motions on the last day of a session voting was not 
allowed in view of the new rules framed. The Budget scsston thus concludiNl 
and the House adjourned sine die. 


Proceedings of the Bombay G>uncil 

Budget Seatloo— Bombay^IGth. Febniarg to 24th. April 1939 

Budget for 1930- 40 

The Budget Session of the Council commenced on the 16tb. Felnraary 1039, when 
Mr. A. B. Latthe^ the Finance Minister uresenting the Budget for 1939-40 said 
**The Budget for the next year presented to the Assembly has been described by 
some as rdFolntionary and others as a ^bombshell’, but 1 do not see rcvolutioil in any 
part of it” If revolution meant only change, he admitted the Budget was revolu- 
tionary. The Cabinet, he added, had for the last two years felt tliat they were mov- 
ing slow with thdr programme and now, if they tried to take a few ste^ forward, 
the change could not be considered a violent one. The Minister lecalled how th^ 
had committed themselves to a policy of prohibition. It could not be said that the 
public thought that only pious wishes were being expressed by the Government, 
while he would invite constructive criticism and suggestions for raising funds 
necessary for carrying out their programme, the Minister would ^emphasise that 
taxation, in their opinion, could not be levied for a greater purpose than prohibition. 

Official Bills Passed 

After the piesentation of the Budget, the Council passed all the throe readings 
of the three Bins which had been passed by the Assemblv earlier in the current 
session, namdy, the Bills to amend the Bombay Small ffoldera\ Relief Act, the 
Diatrict Police Act and Weighta and Meaaurea Act, The Council then adjourned 
till the Mth. Febriian when the propriety of issuing press summaries of remts or 
o^er Government d^uments unaccompanied by the full text, was sought to be 
raised by an adjournment motion. The motion rmated to the release by the Directs 
of Information (rf a press summary of the report of the Committee which inquired 
into tho diBtaiiMneH on November 7, when > demohetrntion against tin Induatrial 
IMspatea BiU leanlted in firing on the strikers. Mr. 8. C. Jothi, m<wing the adjo- 
nmment, stated that the press eummary of the «ppirt of the comnuttee was iMoed 
to the mess and poUio, as also to the members of the Connml on Februay 3, whei^ 
at the MI text jiuMt available for a fortnight nwro It was argued t^ tin 

S UieatfaB of this eummary on the eve of the mnnfeiml elections ^ psycludos^. 
is WM the first time Out munii^ dectione were bring oontestod on party Bhee, 
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Proceedings of the U. P. Assembly 

Winter Session— Lucknow— 3rd January to 21st. February 1939 

The U. P. Tenancy Bill 

The U. P. LegiBlative Assembly Te-assembled after the X’maa holidays on the 
lie. Janiury 1889 and resumed consideration of the Tenancy Bill. It passed Clause 
21 which specified what classes ' tenants would enjoy hereditray right. Only one 
drafting amendment, moved by Mr Phool Singh (Congressite). was accepted by the 
Government and most others, emanating from the Opposition benches, were opposed 
and rejected by the House. There was one division in the course of the day- on an 
amendment seeking to confer hereditary rights on sub-tenants of tenants4n-chief 
whose holding exceed 20 acres of land. It was negatived by 75 votes to 19. An 
amendment urmng that sub-tenants of fixed rate tenants should also acquire heredi- 
tary rights if they were in possmion for a cotinuous period of five years at the 
eommencement of this Act, was moved and withdrawn by Kunwar oir Maharaj 
Siitgh. ALOther amendment, which was also withdrawn, was moved by the Nawah o? 
Chhatari* It provided that hereditary rkhts should be conferr^ if a tenant had 
paid his rent in full for three years continually to the landlord. In supporting this 
amendment, .Nawah Sir Muhammad Yusuf warned the Government that the next 
three years would be critical years for the Government as the process of ejectment 
propOBed in the Bill would be so ineffective and worthless that zamindars would 
never be able to realize their rents. Next day, the 4tli. January, Clauses 22 to 29 of the 
KU were passed and nearly '50 amendments on the order paper were disposed of . 
The OpposiMofi fou^t hard to prevent the accrual of heikutary rights in lands 
Bitnated in ag^uniqipality, notified of town area as well as in lands owned by any 
educational institution, but their amendments were rejected by the House. Bimi- 
larly, the House negatived two other amendments moved i^nst hereditary rights 
accrmg in uneconomic hbldings. In the afternoon an amendment was moved by the 
GoveniineBt which the Rwanm Mimisi&r described as an enabling clause in connec- 
tion irith the sale of a tenant’s holding for the arrears of rent He promised to 
place the Government’s proposals on this matter before the House In two or three 
days , and a d de d that it was contemplated that land should revert to the original 
tenant after an interval of fou or five years during which period the auction-pnr- 
chaaer would have xeidjzed htoAou^ Next day, the BO. Jaaiaiy, only two dansea 
lelatiaff tosiiooesBion of temuria eould be disposed. Muslim Li^e members, one 
and iBrwanted MudiiB peraoM kw to mly to Muslim tdumeieB and they threaten- 
ed that if this was not agreed te by the Govemment, tfada would be one of the char- 
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get against^ l^greBBGoyernment of the province diowing that the Qoveimiaeiit 
waa oausing harddup to Muduna. The J^evenut Miniater Buoceeded in unnenring the 
oppcwition by stating how Muslims outside the Assembly Chamb^ did not want 
Muslim personal law to apply to tenancy and quoted from the reports of the committees 
appoin^ on the subject m 1901 and 1926, which had Muslim maiorities and which 
oppom toe proposal. ILe also quoted tlw opinions received by toe Government 
on toe Bill not only from Muslims in general but even from severtd Mudim 
Leagues and members of those bodies. A|! m been published and supplied 

to members and were opposed to tot Shariat law being applied to tenancies. 
A number of amendments were made in the table of succession, giving rights of 
succession to step-mothers, grandfathers of deceased tenants and confining these 
rights to unmarried daughters and to widows so long as they did not remarry. 

. - ‘Hticised toe Government to 


L was toat to^ 


Baffutn Habibullah and Begum Shahid Hussain strongly critic 

trymg to curtail toe rights of women, but the Government’s contention \ 
hw drawn ^ up toe table in toe beat interests of agriculture and in order to prevent 
fragmentation of holdings. Three divisions were claimed by toe Opposition to^y*— 
twice on amendments and once on toe adoption of the whole ox Clause 80. All 
were defeated by large majorities. Next day, the 6to. January, toe House made rapid 
progress and finished consideration of Clauses 32. 33 and 34. Mr. A. P. Jain^ Partiamen- 
tary Becretary to toe Bevenue Minister, moved four amendments to Clause 82. whidi 
dealt with succeMion to women holding inherited interest. These amendments, ne said, 
were consequential on toe changes made in toe table of succession in an earlier clause. 
The amendments were accepted. Certain other cons^uential and verbal amendments 
to clause 33 moved by toe Government were also accepted by toe House. This 
clause dealt with toe question of succession to women tenants, other than those 
mentioned in toe previous clause. Claue 35, rdating to toe rights of tenants to sub- 
let holdings, was taken into consideration. Baja Bisheshwar Layal Seth moved an 
amendment to toe effect toat a tenant could sublet a holding otherwise than in accor- 
dance with toe provisions of this Act, with the consent of toe zamindar. The amend- 
ment also provided toat no subtenant should acouire or enjoy any ri^ts in a holding 
in excess ox toe rights held by the tenant-in-chief. The Government opposed toe 
amendment, which was rejected. The Raja^ of Tirwa moved toat a tenant and a sub- 
tenant should be jointly and severally liable for reni due from a tenant to toe land- 
lord. This amendment was also op^ed by toe Government and was rejected and 
Clause 35 was i passed without amendment. During discussion of Clause 36, Raja 
Bisheshwar Dayal Seth moved an amendment, restneting the sub-letting cd a holding 
to a period of two years instead of five, as provided in the Bill. Mr. Shaukat Au 
moved toat the period be three years instep of five. Both amendments were re jec- 
ted and Clause 36 was adopted with minor official amendments. Raja Bisheshwar 
Dayal Seth moved an amendment to Clause 37 to make it clear that a tenant should 
sub-let his holding at the commencement of the agricultural year only. The amend- 
ment also laid down toe provision that before a holding was sub-let, toe tenant should, 
by a notice in writing to toe landholder, inform him lof toe address of toe pro- 
posed sub-tenant, the number of plots proposed to be sub-let and the rent payable 
xor such sub-lease before toe commencement of the. agricultural year. The amendment 
was negatived and Clause 37 was passed. Raja Bisheshwar Dayal SeWs motion to 
add a new clause to toe Bill was rejected. Clauses 39 and 40 were passed with minor 
official amendments and Clause 41 was passed without amendments. At this stagcL 
the House adjourned until Monday, toe 9th. January, when it passed clauses 43, 44 
and 45 dealing with the extinction and division of tenancies and the exchange of 
land. A very lengthy amendment was moved by Raja Bisheshwar Dayal Seth 
for Tetention of toe landlord’s right to acquire a holding for agricultural development 
and such otoer purposes as erectmg mills or factories after payment of compensation. 
The amendment was strongly opi^sed by the Government on toe grounds that . 
it would take away toe rights sought to be conferred upon toe tenants by this 
Bill and further toat this privilege had been grossly abused in toe past. The amend- 
ment was rejected by the House. Next day, the 10th. January, toe Assgnbly msed 
no less than 10 clauses after disposing of nearly 50 amendments. The Bill nawjio 

S rovision for toe' consolidation oi holdings and three amendments wm mewed mm 
lie Opposition benches to provide for it. The Govemm^t who mt^ded to rntrodoce 
a separate bill to promote the ' consolidation of holdings both <» zunmdan imd 
tenants accepted toe spirit of one of these tanendments and moved a. comprehensive 
amendment of their own which toe House adopted. Otow two am^dments were 
vigorously opposed on the ground that they sou^t to benefit toe Zemindars and not 
tiHe^aumto aodto omiolidation ct bcddingi was squaU? necessaiy for tenaata ^ 
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thfllr iMdidingi wm iulifieot to fragmoitalloii in a Itf gmter degree Hie 
nnaidiAtet eeoepted by the Houie provided lor eoniolidetioii to e iimited 
meat and did not obviate the neoeidty of a eeparaite bill on the enbject 
Neat day, the llth. Jlhsnary, Ba^a Siahuhwar Dayal 8Hh moved an amendment 
to C^ee 59 sub-clause (2) providing that there should be a genera! provision that 
tenants diould be entitled to make improvements in land if they l»d obtained the 
permis^on cd the landlord. The amendment was r^ected. An interesting amend- 
ment to the same sub-clause was moved by Nawab Sir Jiiahomed Ywtrf. It sought 
to make absolutdy clear that unless the custom referred to in this dause was a 
raoorded custom, or unless the consent of the samindar was obtained, the occupancy 
temmt or er-proprietary tenant would not be entitled to the benefits conferred by 
this Section. The amendment was rejected and Clause 51 was passed. The House 
took np Clause 59 relating to improvementa to land by occupancy tenants. Mr. 
MubaAir Hussain Kidwai moved an amendment to add that the improvemdit shall 
be one which the landholder himself was competent to make. The amendment was 
reject^. Clauee 59 (A) was then passed with a verbal ameedment proposed by Mr. 
X^q Khan, In Gause 60, dealing with restrictions, Raja Bisheshytar Dayal Beth 
moffA an amendment that no improvement would be made, whidi might render the 
land unfit for the puroose for which it was given. The amendment was withdrawn. 
Clause 00 was passed with a verbal amendment proposed by Mr. Mubashir Hussain 
Kidwai. Clause 61, making a tenant liable for lull rent in cases of improvement, was 
Pfu»ed without discussion. Clause 62 empowered the tenant to apply to the Assistant 
Collector if permission to make an improvement was refused by a widlord. Mr. 
Bisheshwar Dayal Seth moved for its deletion. The amendment was rejected. Bub- 
clauses (2) and (3) were deleted on the motion of Mr. A, P, Jain and Gause 52 
was passed. Raja Bisheshwar Dayal Seth moved au amendment to Clause 63 
rdatmg to the rkht of landholders to make an improvement. The amendment 
was re]ected. l^xt day, the 12th. January, Mr. A. P. Jain, Parliamentary Becretuw, 
moved an amendment deleting sub-clauses (3) and (4) Clause 63, which dealt with 
the rights 6t landholders to make improvements. These two sub-clauses enabled 
the Assistant Collector to grant or r^use permission to make improvements in a 
case where the tenant had refused to dve the landlord his written consent. The 
amendment was opposed on legal grounds by Mr. Ishaq Khan, Mr. Jaffer Hussain^ 
Nawab Sir Mahomed 'Yusuf, Mr. Tahir Hussain, Raja Bisheswar Dayal Seth, Mr. 
Asis Ahmed and Mr. Munfaii AH. The amendment was passed by 90 votes to 31. 
The House passed Mr. A. P. JaWs amendment, substituting a new clause for Clause 
63 (a) and r^ected the amendment for its deletion moved by Raja Bisheshwar Dayal 
Beth. Me. Mubashir Hussain Kidwai moved an amendment urging that permission 
be refused for any work costing more than five times the annual rental of the land. 
The amendment was withdrawn. Mr. Rizwanullah moved an amendment to Clause 
C4 urging that the tenant should not be entitled to comi)ensation for improvements 
made af& the cause of action for a suit or notice had b%un. The amendment was 
withdrawn. Raja Bisheshwar Dayal Seth moved another amendment against the 
tenant bdng entitled to compensation for improvements made even within three 
months prior to service of summons or notice. He said he wanted to prevent fraud. 
The House accepted Mr. Ishaq Khan's amendment that a tenant should not be 
entitled to compensation for improvements made after the date of institution of a 
suit or mating of application for issue of notice. Raja Bisheshwar Dayal Seth 
vdthA^^ his amendment.^ Clause 64 was tlien adopted. Mr. A P. Jain moved two 
amendments to Clause 63, dealing with compensation for buildings when erected 
without the landholder’s consent, to the effect that the tenant be entitled to sell such 
buildings betee the date of delivery of possession or before some later date with the 
permission dna court* Raja Bisheshwar Dayal Beth sought to add another proviso 
that the tenant from whom any arrear of rent was due to the landholders should 
n(A be entitled to remove the materials until he had discharged the arrear due. When 
dm Government made no reply, the Baja complained that the Government had made 
np dtoir mind not to discuss the various suggestions made by the Opposition 
benches. The amendment^ war rejected aud Mr. Jain's amendment was Mopted. 
Next day, the 18tb. Jaanary, tbe Hpuse accepted an amendment moved by Mr. 
A. P* Jain, Parliamentary Secretary, to Clause 69. The amendment laid down 
eonditiems for the transfer of fig^t ot improveifients in the land made by a tenant, in 
case it was sold for arrears of . mt. Clause 69 (A), wi^ certain verbal changes to 
bring it into line with m:etiom.|3buses which had been amdided, was then passed. 
Ilr, Faslur Rahman Khan aita the Nawab of Chhatari opposed the amendment. 
The latter urged that there ittiiat be some limit to the ficue-mindedness of &e 
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He oonaidmd tiuit the only principle Invcdved in the pmoeed ohenge 

tiie ;eii attempt to harm toth zamindan and tenants. He ass^ted that u the amend- 
iMil wea paamd, it would Muse breaches of the peace between ihe tenants themselves 
in tibe rani arem. ^ste^ of being a blessing the Bill had become a curse. The 
aaMMunrat was adopted. Baja Bisheshwar Dayal Seth next moved an amendment, 
dueling Sub-Clause 71 (W Ae effect of which was to take away the tenant*s rights 
In wotmma trees on his holding, which had been in his possession for the last ten 
yean* Tm amendment was r^ected. Mr. A. P. Jam moved a number of amend- 
menta to Sestton 72, me object of which was to ?*rovide facilities to tenants for the 
•nmoder of thm holdings. The Clause, as aineiided, was j>assed. An amendment 
by Mr. to Section 73 sought to rtdse the period from fifteen days to one 

month during wmch a holdiugj;ould be surrendered after a decree for the enhance- 
. acce)>ted by Mr. Jain. Four more 


ment of rent had been passed. The amendment 
dauses were passed before the House adjourned 


when fif tm claum (78 to 03) were passed. Most of them related to the determin- 
ation and modification of rent and were passed with little or no variadon. 
That the order of remission or suspensiou of rent xassed by the Govern- 
ment • for natural calamities should be 0 )>cn to be questioned in civil or 
revenue court was the object of an amendment moved in the afternoon by 
au Independent Party member. The amendment was o]»i)oscd not only by the 
Government, but also by the Muslim League party. It was pointed out by the 
JUvenue Minister that it ilid not preclude anylKxly from seeking redress in the court 
If the Government acted against the provisions of tbe Hill. During the course of (fis- 
cussiODS, it was announced by Mr. A. I\ Juin, ]>arliamentaTy secretary, that the 
Ooveramsiit did not propose to uc away with ejectment clauses, out they would make 
alternative prox^osals regarding sale by auction and the exa(‘t proxiosals will be commu- 
nicated to txie House. Next day, the 17th. January, the demand of the Muslim 
Loigue party for the application of personal law under the provisions of the Bill was 
pertifdly ooncedei by the Government, when they moved an amendment to clause 10, 
that on the death of the str-holder the Sir right shall not devolve except in accord- 
ance with the personal law to which the deceased was subje(‘t. A Muslim Leaguer 
wi^ a view to clarifying the position sought to add an explanation to the clause 
that the law in the case of the Muslims shall mean the Hhariat law of inheritance. 
This amendment, however, was not ])rcssed in view of the able exposition by a 
lawyer member, Chaudhri Haider Husain^ that the personal law could not but mean 
Hindu law in the case of the Hindus and Muhammadan law in the case of Muslims. 
The concession made the Government to the Muslim sentiment was highly appre- 
ciated by the Muslim League party, but caused some flutter among tlic taluqaars. 
Their nimeesman, Raja Bisheshar Dayal Seth lost no time in moving another amend- 
ment that the personal law made a])plicable to sir holders should not apply in cases 
governed by Act I of ]8b9. In other words, the Haja wanted tliat the sir of the 
taluqc'aiJ should be governed by the taluqdari law of succession. The amendment 
did not find favour with the House. 'J'he consideration of clauses ten and twelve which 
had bee:: postponed at the request of the (iovciTimcnt was resumed today, and they 
wete passed. The Government stoutly resisted two (.)pr>ositioii amendments to section 
M, that the court fee in suits relating to variation of rent should not exceed Hs. 10 
and Rs. 15 resxjectively. Their ])oiiit of view was that such* a limit would not help 
the tenants at all in their existing circumstances, but would, on the contraiy. en- 
courage the zemindars to institute suits for cnbuncement of rent ip the whole village. 
The amendments were rejected by the House. Next day, tlic 18th. January, a most 
controversial amendment was debated relating to Clause 101 on the duration of 
rent ratCb. A x>rovi8o to the Clause provides that the Provincial Government may 
order revision of rent in case of a rise or fall in j)riceB. Further, it j»rovide8 that the 
Government may x) 08 tpone revision on ground of administrative <‘onvcnience.” The 
amendment was rejected by 27 to 83 votes. Several other amendments^ aiming to 
r^Qce the period after which revision might take ])lacc' were rejected and 
Clause 101 was passed. Six amendments relating to Clause 120 (1) were then taken 
isp* The Government accented two amen<lmcnt8 moved by tlie Opposition. One 



^ tahir bossain (Muslim League^ moved an amendment providi^ 

« meal against the order of an officer, api)ointed ^ under b^tion 102, fixuig^ 
Si enhuAing Qg cominatijjg rcut should he with the District Judge and* not 
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with the OommissioQer. The amendnioiit was rejected. The House also xejeeted 
Raja Biaheshwar Dayal Sath'a amendment seekinf; to provide that second appeid 
should lie to the Board of Bevenue in connection the revision of rent end 
revenue in cases ot emer^cy. Mr. lahaq Khun moved for the deletion of the 
proviso that no order under this Section should be questioned in any civil or revenue 
court, with a 'view to checking the misuse of the powers conferred on the Govern- 
ment. The amendment was rejected. The House passed Clause 102 and the next 
two clauses without much discussion. Clause 105, which was next taken up, evoked 
considerable discussion. Mr. A. P. Jain moved six amendments, all of which were of 
minor importance, except^ the one to sub-clause 105(2) (d) that valuation of 
holdings of hereditary tenants at the proposed rates does not exceed one-fifth of the 
value of the produce. A member of the Indei^ndent Party moved an amendment 
to sub-clause (d) that nine-twentieth be substituted for one-fifth. He also moved 
the ddetion of sub-elaiisc (c). All official amendments were accepted and the others 
were rejected. Raja Bisheshwar Xfayal Seth moved an amendment to the effect that 
the rent agreed to Jby tenants who were admitted to holdings in or between 1304 and 
1313 faslis should not form the basis of rent rates. By another amendment, the 
Baja wanted to omit the ratio of onc-fifth (of rent to produce) for purposes of rent 
fixation. The Naivab of Chhatetri moved an amendment to the same sub-clause 
for excluding the period between 1304 and 130S faslis. Nawah Sir Af. Yusvf 
moved another amendment to the same sub-clause that rent idiould be fixed 
at not less than one-fifth and not uorc than one-third of the produce. 
Mr. A. P. Jain opiX)sed all the amendments, which were rejected. The Assembly 
then adjourned till Monday next, the 23rd. January, when eight 
more clauses were passed. Owing to strong and unanimous opposition on the 
part of members not belonging to the Congress Party, Government were obliged to 
withdraw the amendmont to clause 105, which in some way countenanced the exis- 
ting iniquitous arrangement, whereby some of the tenants belonging to higher castes 
enjoy a privileged position in the matter of payment of rent. The Government 
amendment which sought gradually to eliminate such caste privil^es required the 
rent rate officer to record the extent to which, in any village, any class of persrn 
held land at a favourable rate or rent, and the extent to which, in their application 
to suits for enhancement of rent of the raemlKjrs of such class, the rent rates ^uld 
be modified on this account. Nawah Sir Mohammad Yuauj^ in opposing the amend- 
ment said, *lt is staggering that a Democratic Government should make oold to come 
forwanl with such a prciwsterons proi>osal.* The members of the scheduled castes 
appealed to the Government to withdraw the amendment ns it sought tOTOrpetnte in 
statute ^e existing distinction between them and the higher castes. Tjie Nawah 
of Chh atari pointedly drew (Joverii men t’s attention to the fact that such a provision 
contained in the original Bill had besii oniittcd by the select commitec. The zamindfur 
members stronlv urgetl, in connection with section 115, that rent should be liable to 
enhancement when the productive powers of land were increased by fluvial action or 
by any other c.anse. They strcssc^l tlwt by reiusing to accept their plea, the Govern- 
ment Ignored their just claim. The amendment moved >vith this object was opposed 
by Government and rej(H*ted by the 1 louse. Xext day, the 24tii. January, the Assem- 
bly passed ten' clauses and ]>ostponcil the consideration of one at the request of the 
Revenue Minister. One of the clauses renders void and illegal the demands made 
by zamindars from tenants. It says that all fees, charges or imix)8ition8 upon tenan- 
tb under the denomination of nhwaK zaid matalba, han^ hegar or other like appela- 
tions in adilition to rent or sayar, if any p,ayable, should be illegal and unenforce- 
able in a court of law. The zamliidar^s viowi^oint found expression in a speech 
made bv Raja Bisheshwar Dayal Seth, w'ho said that the clause as drafted amounted 
to on eipropriation of the raiiiindars’ rights and nothing else. He said that the 
zamindars were entitled to got certain dnts from their tenants and Government was 
not at all justified in abolishing the righto hitherto enjoyed by the zamindars. He 
moved an amendment making an exception in the case of dues covered by a contract 
or custom. The Yawab ofOhhatati moved another amendment that all unrecorded 
demands should be rendered void. The House rejecied both the amendments and 
carried the amendment moved by Mr. A. P. Jain making nazrana also illegal. Clause 
129 was under consideration . when the House adjourned till the 6th. Febraiwy when 
the Bill did not make mu(‘h headway. Only two clauses were passed and the considera- 
tion of eight clauses in chapter YII was |K)8t|)oncd at the request of the Government 
in order to enable them to redraft the clauses. Next day, the 7tti. Febmary, twelve 
clauBCs were passed. One df them prohibits arrest or detention of a tenant to arrei^ 
of rentr An ameiulmcut to the drietiou of the clause moved by a member of the 
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IttdApendent iMurty was opposed both by the Government as wdl ps the Oppositioii 
jprties and it was in the end withdrawn. The landlord members mressed the hope 
tet the Government would also prohibit the arrest and detention or samindars for 
aiiears of land revenue. That distraint should not be one of the methods lor the 
xebovery of arrears of rent was the obiect of a Government amendment, which the 
landlord members strongly opposed. Thdr main criticism was that in the select 
committee the Government hod agreed to this provision, but now lor some myste- 
rious reason they wanted to take a somersault and deprive the samindars of this 
easy method of realising their arrears of neii^ from the tenants. Nawah Yuai^ said 
that the Congress Government seemed to <^utge With the change of the wind and 
had no settled principles on anything. Ilie Navoab of Chhatari declared that 
it would be a mistake to remove the provision relating to distraint altogether, and 
by doing so the Government would be giving no protection to the tenant. Ihe 
Assembly today passed clause loO. Next day, the Bfh. Pebmary, the House acmted 
an important amendment moved by Mr. A. P. Jain to Clause 151. The amendment 
empowers the Government to recover arrears of rent from tenants, in the case of a 
geiMral refusal, as arrears of land revenue; Another inn)ortant amendment moved 
by Mr. Krithnananda Khare vests certain power in the Collector in case of a dispute 
between co-tenants which is likely to cause a breach of the peace or whm tte 
samindars have realised illegal demands, the Collector, in such cases, will, tim the 
areas under his management and will i>ay the profit to the persons entitled to it 
after deducting the cost. Mr. A. P. Jain^ tWrliameiitary Secretary^ moved , anotto 
amendment to the above amendment. At the request of the Opposition consitoaaon 
of both the ameadme.it8 was postponed. The Minmcr for Revenm moved ime dmetion 
ii Chapter ^ght, dosling with distraint for recovery ox arrears of rent. The deletion 
of Chapter Eight from the Tenancy Bill will do away with 29 clauM, 225 amend- 
ments and odntentious provisions. A number of Congressmen participate in w 
debate. The Opposition benches vehemently oppos^ the motion and urm that me 
containeu a wholesome provision to deal wim recalcitrant and Imbitual del^ 
niters the tenuits. Nawah Mahomed Yuevf complained of the Government s 

valuation, ae they now wanted deletion of what they had agreed to in the Select 
Committee. The motion was adopt^. Thereafter the House pass^ Clausm 178 and 
179 before adjourning till the next day, the m. Pebniaiy,^ when after Msemg eert^ 
re-drafted olauees x^ting to deposit ox rent in the tahsildar s ^urt and its oiepc^ 
herring d! suits against anything done regarding the deposit, and iwpositiw 
fit in court durinix the pendency of a suit, the consideratiod of which hsa bMn 
pnrioody iKMtpoii the Swinbiy devoted the reet of tlw day to the dwcue^ 
•inpia contentious clause, which the Government have now brought forward with e view 
to enable the ocdleotor of a dUtriot to take charge of the vmage, 

UmnoI, Mid retain it under hie own management, if after holding a emtable 

he was satisfied that any hardship wae caused to the tenants duo to a dwwto betww 

oo-shnrers regarding thdr righte, or the lealuation of illegal 

sal of giMit of receipts for the rent or nyu, or ^ iA owreeaion by ttm 

nnder-proprietor, permanent lessee or theki^. pe lanMord 

opposra tms danse which wae dhoract^ed aa the moat K» 

ptteHia by Raja Biahuhvar Dayal. lhat it was a twreadve nyaaute b ro^t iy 

tte back door to be ue^ agunet thdr pohtusd wponwits, 

se the Congress candidates during decdone. wae 

Fanut. A large number of amendments moved by ^ 

of wlieh were opposed by the GOTernmwt, were rqec^ to ^ 

omandniAntA wAM. hnwAver. accent^. TBieir effect was _ to euable the 


^used lo peribns other than'' the tenants in vj^ TOuld 
collector for baking over the manegeinent of villa» Noxtday, tw 
began with a series of reverses for the sammdm am they, r? fwnt 

mOovemme^d the iuetice <rf their deima for tto tMUaatwm 
•van^hSr^teSaat was dected. TO- H<««» ^ 

uxeara of rent are deemed to bena^fini when the t a^ t m 
or any portion of his bddings. tte Gowmme^ daXnt d 

amenament moved by a Muuim lisaguer hi 

• tenants el ^ and A^ve -o'" aSTtolS 
far malting appliontions to the tahail&w oite^*4to««®®™Wl ™ 
dM» woi^ WaUovoi to apply for d«etai«t far aneata not eseeaung one year s 
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[tmnoir— 


di tiw ARwn miidit ntott to ths your moifiiu 
%ie GKmnimMit^toaght it fmJatVSdN 
be depilTed of thet hiif of Ue bolding for 
rent md op/poud the 'amendment moved 


thepreviona agiloal- 
tile lenaiit 
arrean not eteeedhig 


,, jf rent in Clauee 185. At the endT of the day It hio 

pMed only claaeeB 185 and 185 (A). Several amendments of the On^tioa 
wanted timt no court fee be paid on such applicationa and also pronded jEov 
inereaaiag the tinle-limit lor such a^plicatione. .They were all reieoted as the 
Govenmiait opposed all of them. The Government aeoepted the principle of tiie 
Op^tto’a amendment that tai application could be amended after it had bewi 
fiieoL llr. A. JP. Jofn moved an amendment to provide lor this, wUm was 
p aese d . While ^acnsslon of the amendment to CSause 185 (B)i was prooeedin8» 


naaaad. 
ilie lie 


Mb-clanie^iSo (H) rc^rding the procedure in disputes concerning rent Obnel- 
deration of Ctause 185 (J) was postponed for rmralting it XNeat deji UMt 
ISih. f eSmvy, no lees than .filter amendments were movM by the Oppoaftion to 
Caanse 165-K after it was passed. This was a new clause moved yeitmday by 
Mr. A. P. Jain, parliamentary secretary. It empowers the tahslldar to mtp 


the land of ^ an eimted tenant m a period uot exceeding six yea^ to a fmotp 
depotiting the arrm due. Two amendmente were oarrieu by the House and m 
rest wete r<^ted after diacmiom. In accordance with these amendments, m 
tahill^r may exercise his discretion on an application beinr made by tiie 
sleeted tenant and not otherwise ; and, secondly, he may lease the land djjtlil* 


taneonsly with the ciectment of the tenant without watting iat proceet 
b etween the 31st day of May imd the loth day (d June <3 the 
year in which the teant is ^ected. Poja BUheahwar Bayal Bdth wpntsd. 
the tahtildiar shoidd lease Isiid only iHth the written consent of land 
Another member urged that a portion of the holding not exceeding erne 
should be leased* A tidrd asuendmeut wanted that the laud shoula be h 





of gW’ 08 . Ttiie 4imej]dmont vmtk reja^tted by 2fl v^fs to 85. AM 
by JUn MvAioimmad Baza Khan tbat thl9 pi H 

wdi be ftuciMcd in rnitiiifactipii of 8 ^dvil or coPiti 

fniilpd^ent vtm rojj^toa by :30 voten tp 84 and fnithcr rnmniMbHi on 
teribiniit^ at tbin 8tag:e to be reBumed later. 

C1S88 08 SuoAp 

At 4 m.. Dr. ITalitt movetl a raplittloii regarding the ^7 


eesB oh spgar. Dr. kat}ti iioint3 out that the rceotutioii wat ip imtipeivt (pii 
the promiiKs made in the Upper Hpuee that in naiie the lioveniment lOi'iM dm 
of more than three pies, they wotihl cfinfuiU the littsisiature; I>r* jCatju said 
in matters of sugar control, tlie (lovcn'.ments of Bihar wal Ihp United iTOffam 
were moving in close co*K>|icration and tliat BUiar already hpd a M Of six 'Mm 
It would be unfair to tiie industry in Bihar If a loader cesa Was levied Sifie. 
Sir J, P. Srtva^iava (U|»pcr India Uhondxur of ComnHsm), opmNithg thh 
resolution, protested against the raising of money from iiidustry for the g^eial 
rcvjchue^ wnicli was utilised for inemisiiig the police force and the 8ecimm 
Btafi He iiointcd out that the Congress, which claimed to be a friend of the 
poor, wim now taxinir sugar wlii<*h was a nciTssity of life. Hie debate had not 
conclmied when the Uoose ailiourncd. 


Sitnai F^imry lo USSi; Ap^ tlii 

riNAKClAL StATKMEST FOR 1039—40 

, uth. FBBttABY The Budget for the hnancial year 1039-!40 with a small 
dj^cit was presented simultaneously in both houses of Jj^stature at 5 p.m. to-dpy. 
The Premt’er's budget statement occupied nearly BO muintes in the I^wer House 
white It was read in the Upper House by l>r. Kntjn* Ihrescnting a. deficit bu<4^t 
in fhe Assembly, die ]*remier, Pandit Oovind Baliabh Pant, mtlmntod a rcvmiue 
Rs. IB, 31 ,44, 067, and an cxixsuditurc of Rs. 13,00,38422, limving a deficit of 
Bs. 37 ^ 43 .^. To meet this deficit ho projioBwl to levy an employment tax, wbieh 
would j^b Rb. 3a(D.OOO, and the remaining deficit the Premier hoped to wipe out 
durint the course id the year. Premier l*ant declared ; ‘Almost the whde. of expen- 
diture, whether inenrrod fast year or this yewr, which now exceeds the amoimt aet^lly 
apeui itr 103?^ by nearly lIs. 1^5,00,(XX), was directed towards the relief of 
Ppoter classcB and promoting remunerative and progressive objects dengued^ to 
the MmUil and material levd of the gmend mass ofthc i)eoi>te. The liemier b|,bia 
atatoeut says that the Qovemment have ocoeptod the scheme of baste edaea^ 
^<9^8 aObend mviaion tbcrrfor and are paying ^teeiiil attrition to Ite uuei^ 
of W rrfdrm. redamation of criminal tribes. In connexion witV- which Gkreern- 
neat Ime decided to denotlly all Ihe tribes ; improvnig the condition of the sefirice 
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€l inierior Gornnnieiil ferraiita by giving them in nny, leave and penaion and 
intiodncing aealea of pay. The nununum pay of jail waraen, and polioe conatablefi 
baa been raiaed to Ra. 16. The Premier announce achemea for the reoiganiaation of 
po M ee. aeparatkm of eiecntive and jadioial functiona, extending of the Barda canal 
Into the eaatem diatricta, extenaion the tube-wdl ayatero, and extenaion and 
improvement of the exiating grid ayatem. Proviaion naa alao been made for 
the extenaion of the ooonoinora’ quartera. 

Two Taxation Bills 

Two taxation meaanrea were introduced by the Premier after the preaentation 
of the budget, namely, the U. P. Bates cf Motor Spirits Taxation Bill and the 
CT. P, Employments Tax . BilL The former Bill proposes to levy two annas per 
ndlon, whfle the latter propoaea to levy a graded tax when the total salary earned 
during the year ending March 31 exceraa Ea 2,50a Tlie minimum tax is Ra. 90 on 
an annual income ranging between Ra. 2,500 and Ra. 3,500. There ia a progreaaive 
increase, the ^ on incomes above three lakhs being Ra. 32,000. In the statement 
of objects' and reasons it is stated that the Government considers it expedient to in- 
creaae the revenue of the province to finance various schemes of rund, education, 
medical and industrial development, including extension of the policy of prohibition. 
It is thermore proposed to impose a tax on different employments on a d^nite 
graded scale. Persons employed in his Majesty’s military, naval and air forces and 
those whose emoluments from their employment do not exceed Rs. 2,500 annually 
would be exempt from this tax. 

Several Bilij» Introduced 


A number of Bills were then introduced. The Conso/tdafton Holdings Bill 
was introduced by the Revenue Minister, the Agricultural Produce Markets Bill by 
the Minister of Justice and the Indian Medicine Bill by the Minister of Local Self- 
Government. The Minister of Justice also laid on the table the amendment to the 
Sugar Factories Control Rules of 1038 and the Government scheme for the separa- 
tion of judicial and executive functions of magistrates in U. P. The Assembly 
then adjourned till 13lh. March. 

General Discusbion of Budoet 

lath, MARCH:— -The general discussion of the Budget commenced on 

the latiL Marsh when severe criticism of the Government’s financial policy resulting 
’ iai ever increasing burden of taxation on the people of the province was voiced by 
nonrOongress members. Kunwar Sir Maharaj Singh asked the Premier what 
lurther measures of taxation did the Premier proi)Ose in order to meet additional 
deficits which were bound to follow if the policy of prohibition was 8|)ccdily carried 
' into effect without effecting very subtantial economics. Sir Jwala Prasad Brivastava 
calculated that the new expenditure embarked ujKin by the Government during 
tha last 20 months totalled Rs. 1,60,00, <JUU, while the loss in excise revenue 
due to the prohibition mlicy so far amounted to Ks. 40,00,0UfJ. This Government 
had, to raise two crorea oy new taxation, and by means of the entertainment tax, 
sttgtr^e''he^ and enhanced stamp duty and court-fees tiiey had already realised Rs. 
1^, 00/100. He expected that, further taxes would l)o levied to realize the remaining 
Ra* 68/X),000. Cajdain S. R. Pocock voiced the public o])inioii in saying that the employ- 
ment tax was an iniquitous proposal and would arouse resentment among the educatra 
people who had to do some real work for their living. Mo warned the Government that 
this tax would: mult in increased unemployment among tiic educated middle classes, 

. aiMl botli,individufd8 and capital would lie forced to leave the province in scorch of more 
sslnbmis Ananeial . atmosphere; Next day. the 14th. March, Mr. H. G, Watford 
deociloA the Budget aa misleading and complained that the Government had done 
noth^: for the masses. He challenged the justice and equity of the sugar cess and 
idsn peSol and cmploment taxes. To tax 1;10 I. C. S. men, Uie Government taxed 
the whole pitmuoe. The Government, he said, wanted money, not for the benefit of 
cf the ccmtiTi.bttt ior Ckmgress propaganda. Sir Muhammad Kaaq/ said that the 
finances of the QoverRment were in a desi)erato condition and heading towards 
bankruptcy jmd described the Budget as ’'glamorous window-dressing.” Mr, Aoxmt 
Bhanker BeJpai XQonjgmfdt while congratulating the Premier for making proper 
movirions in the BudM the uplift of thoisH&Q and depressed masses, complsiiled 
thal. Idle Qovernnicat SmI done nothing to rectify the toimeavy administration and 
mofttinaKled the iminedieite abolition of a number ot posts. Begam Habibullah corn- 
planed thet the OovemiBont had made no adequate provision for female edneatioo, 
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enpedall^ for MiiBlim girls. The Nawab qf Chhatari wdeomed the increaie in the 
saltry oi the tow paid staff, He feared that witii the introduction of Prohibition 
and reduction in canal rates, the Government would be faced with a heavy deficit 
nest year. Beplying to criticisms, the Premier pointed out that taking into account 
the superannuation charges and the sinking fund to meet the debt chargea which 
came up to Bs. 60 lakhs, the subvention of the Government of India was really no 
windfall as contended by some. He declared that he made substantial economies to 
meet the situation. Bet^rding the reduction in salaries, the Premier said he could 
not reduce the salary in the case of Inperior i^ts. The Government were, 
however, pursuing the Question and had made a representation to the authorities. 
He claimed that he had converted the deficit of 1933-39 into a surplus, paid up 
the debts and invested capital expencUture. As regards Prchibition, the Premier 
wanted the House to give a clear verdict whetherc they wanted it or not. If 
they did, they must find the money for it. He expected to present supplemen- 
tary estimates for medical and public health. The Premier concluded with an 
appeal to all to join him in making the villages cleaner, richer and better. 

VoTiNQ ON Budget Demands 


14th. to aoth. MARCH ‘.—Voting on Budget demands for grants commenced on 
the 14th. March. The necessity for abolishing grinding of fiour in Jails was urged by 
speedrers during the discussion on a cut motion to a demand for Ks. 30,68.050 undmr 
*^Jail8 and convict settlements.” Mr. Oopinath Srivaetava^ Parliamentary Becretary, 
stated that as an experiment, the Government were starting a power mill in one 
central jail. Beplying to the debate on another cut motion relating to jails, Mr. 
Srivastava stated that political prisoners were those who did not act for permal 
gain. The claBsification, he said, would depend on the nature of the crime committed. 
There would be only one class of ^litical prisoners and classification in the 
case of non-political prisoners would also be abolished. Those sentenced to 
simple imprisonment would be required to spin in jails. All the cuts being 
withdrawn, the entire grant was passed. Next day, the 16th March, both 
Congress and Opposition members criticised' die Government’s laud revenue 
policy. The mover com])laincd that while tlic collection of revenue from zemindars 
was 99.9 per cent, the colle(*tion of rents was only 00 or 80 ]ier cent, which meant 
that without getting rent from tenants, the zamindars had to pay revenue from 
their pockets. Mr. Mohanlal Oautam (Socialist) complained that though the Congress 
hod b^n in office for about two years, tlicy liacl not done cnou{ch. The Tenancy 
Bill was so much delayed that numerous tenants had been ejected. He added 
that zamindaries should go, lock, stock and barrel. 'J he time had gone when the 
British wanted Zamindars. The latter were now wanted by none in the country. 
Nawab Mohamed Yusuf said that the economic condition of zamindars was so bad 
that it was a disgrace to the Government. The (government could not achieve their 
end unless tliey combined labour and capital. The province, he claimed, was main- 
ly the creation of zamindars, 8ir J, P. Srivastava demanded clarification of the 
revenue policy, as the Revenue Minister’s attitude was doubtful in this matter as 
in others. For instance, he had siiiqorted Mr. Bose aixl now. he was sitting with 

tlie supporters of Mr. Gandhi 1 He added that the entire money on rural develop- 

ment was being wasted. Tlicy should give monetary assistance to the tenantry ; a 
great deal had to be done to see a contented tenantry. On tlie ISth. Mar^, 

the House voted demands for grant concerning Excise. Veterinaiy, Co-operative 

Credit and Agriculture. In connection with the last of these demands. Dr. Katju 
announccil the intention of tlie Government to ap]>oint a committee of officials and 
non-ofiiciais witii wide terms of reference to examine all the activities of the 
Agricultural department and said that the Government was willing that the depart- 
ment should be thoroughly overhauled. Tlie House then adjourned till Tueklay. 
the Slst. March, when it voted the demands for grants under (1) Public Works, and 

/0\ WIT I a. wa— J _ 


.(2) avil Works. 


1 . Government were severely criticised by tlie opposition for provid- 
ing a lump sum ol Bs. 27,75,(XX) in the budget witliout having detail^ the sc^me 
for expenditure of thia large amoimt. Knnwar Bir Maharaj Singh considered 
that it was an undesirable proccoure for adoption by a rcs].K>n8ible Goverhment. 
The Minister for Communications, Hafiz Mohammad Ibrahim tiiought that il was 
potneoessoiy for the Government to come before the Hoiisewith a detailed scheme 
in ea^ and every case. He, however, assured the House that the detailed propoi^a 
warding construction of roads and bridges would be placed bef<^ the Houm for 
discussion. Next day, the fiSnd. Mareh, the House voted the demands for expenditure 
on publio works met from the revenue, improvement in communications financed 
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8riva9tava oonoladed hU criticism with a acte oi warning to the Government 
ahottt the adverse result of tfieir financial policy on money markets, business and 
tiade. He implored the Government not to produce tlie impression in money 
markets .that the Government was wasting public money. Capt Pocock who 
fdtiowed held that as a result of the proposed tax the problem of unemifioyment 
among educated middle classes had become more acute. He protested against the 
diaoriminatory nature of the tax. The debate was adjourned at this stage till the 
list Marsh when Dr. Kailaah Nath Katjufip the course of a viimrouB aefence of 
the Bill, considered that the tax was intra virB$ of the provincial legislature and 
the Government were satisfied about the comidctc legality of the tax. He said, 
*We expect to get 30 lakhs out of this tax. It comes to one anna per head of the 
population, what is the good of fighting about one anna per heail ? Next day, the 
tted. Msreh, Mr. Said ud-din (Congress) and Dr. MuraH Lai 8]x>ke in support 
of the Bill. Kunwar Bir Siaharaj Singh oj)pos6d the Bill and feared that 
within twelve months the House would be called upon to pass fresh taxation 
measures. Mr. Desmond Young (Euroitean), B|)eaking tor the bervices, said that it 
would be unfair to change the original pros|)cjt with which they, entered sefito 
and it was unjust to tr&it a public servant as a public enemy. He also oteitio- 
ned the legality of the Bill in view of the sec'tions of the Government of India 
Act relating to safeguards for the Ber^'iccs. One of the Speakers said 
that the diehards in England like Bir Michael O’Dwyer and Bir Alfred 
Knox, who were extremely critical of the Government of India Act, might now say 
that ^eir fears had proved to be true and that tlie U. P. Government had committed 
a breach of faith with the services. The debate had not concluded when the House 
adjourned till the 23rd. March when Prjtnier Pant replied to the criticisms made 
inside and outside the House and the bill was referred to a select committe. After 
its emergence from the select committee, the Bill was taken up by the Assembly 
on the 18th. April and on the next day, it was passed after the motion for third 
reading was strongly op].K)scd by Kunwar Bir Maharaj Singh, Sir J, P, Srivastava, 
and Captain S, R, Pocock, They warned the Government that the middle classes 
would be adversely affected by the measure, and unemployment among the educated 
classes would increase a great deal. That the question of the legality of the Bill 
would have ultimately to be decided by the Federal Court was mentioned by more 
than one speaker. It also ]X)inted out tliat the select committee had adopted a 
subterfuge in order to get over the legal flaw, and had made an aimrtivc and futile 
attempt to classify the emidoyments according to the amounts of the salaries earned 
by the individuals. Any measure of taxation worthy of its name should not he 
camouflaged in Ais way, remarked Captain Po'.oc^k, who took the House by 
surprise when he stated that his own employees would be rrimbursod by him to the 
extent of the loss they would suffer in their inpomes as a result of the employment tax. 

Motor Spirits Bales Taxation Bill 

25tii. to 80th. March :~Dt. K, N, Katju, the Minister of Justice, moved on the 
25th. March that the Motor Spirits Bales Taxation Bill be taken into consideration. 
Sir J. P. Srivastava declaied that the Government were laving too great a burdoi on 
the people. It was the last straw on the earners back. Next day. the 27th. Mardi, 
the House rejected the opji^sitioii amendment for its reference to a select 
committee and acepted the Minister’s motion. Next day, the 28th. March, the House 
pasB^ the second reading of the Bill. Ihc motion for the third reading was 
Mng opposed Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava when the House adjournM till 
thursday. the 30th. March, when the Bill was passed. The Assembly also passed 
a resolution approving the levy of Sugar cess at half anna per maund after some 
discussion. 

The Indian Medicine Bill 

Slot MAHCH The Assembly this afternoon referred the U. F. Indian 
Medicine Bill and the Badrinath Temple Bill to Select Committees. Mrs. Fyaya- 
lakahmi Pandit, Minister for Local Self-Government, moving the former, said that 
the (^jact of the Bill was to raise the Indian systenib of medicine to the level 
ot allopath^ and modernise them so as as to make them beneficial to the rich 
and the poor alike. The immediate necessity, therefore, was to set up a Board 
of IndUm Mediciiie, which would oo-ordinate the working of indigenous systems 
of bedicine, direct their working and deal with all forms of quackery. The 
Government were also considering the question of starting at an early date a 
xeseatch institute to e^doie the intrinsic value of this branch of medicine. 
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TBE U. F. LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
Thb Badbikatb TXbmplb Bixii 


Mr* Sampumanandt Minister for Education, movine tbe Badrinath Bill, 
observed t^at the Government were bringing forward this measure as they had 
a special responsibility regarding this tem^e. Latdy, there had been oomplaints 
and the Government thought that this state of affairs should not be allowed 
to continue. He urged that th6 Bill should be expedited in view of the coming 
pilgrim season. 

The U. P. Tenancy Bill {Conid.) 

The House thereafter resumed discussion on the Tenancy Bill, and adjourned 
dll the next day, the 1st April, when some Opposition members alleged that, 
whenever there was a clash of interest between a tenant and a Mahajan, the 
Government extended their sympathy to tlie latter. Muslim members stated that 
it was being freely stated that individual members of the Upper House were 
beiiie canvassed to support the Tenancy Bill on the promise that rural indebtedness 
legisladon would not be brought up. The House concluded today the discussion 
on Chapter 12, dealing with thekadars, and proceeded to discuss amendments to 
clauses in Chapter 13, about arrears of revenue, profit, etc. Throughout the 
day, the discussions were extremely dull and lifeless, which perhaps accounted for 
the unusually poor attendance in the House which then adjourned till the 
3rd. April when there was a feeling of jubilation in the Congress benches that 
the penal provisions in Chapter XIV about compensation and penalties were passed 
without any modification. All amendments moved by the Opposition members to 
reduce the proposed ix^naltiea were opposed by the Government and rejected bj 
the House. Next day, the 4th. April, the Assembly passed 23 clauses of the BilL 
**8o long as the appointment of the Judges of the Hig^ Court and the Cbisf 
Court is not in the himds ot the Provincial Government, the latter would not be 
a party to the transfer of any power to them,” said Mr. A. P, Jain, Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, opposing ^Ir. if. H, Kidwai'a (Moslem League) amendment, 
to the effect, that the Board of Revenue should be abolished and its work 
entrusted to the High Court or Chief Court. The mover opined that non-coopera- 
tion with the High Courts was due to the fact that they were not amenable to 
the Government’s wishes. On the 6th. April a night-sitting was held to conclude 
consideration of the Bill. The House cariiM on its business in a calm 
atmosphere and carried on its amendments and then adjourned to 13th. April, when 
it concluded the second reading of the Bill. Two important clausee were 
added, the first laying down that all deliveries of possession given after 
April 1937 for arrears of rent for kharif 1314 and prior instalments could be 
cancelled on an application by the ejected tenant. The second related to the rigdit 
of sub-letting to tenants of Oudh. Two amendments were moved by Raja B. D. 
Seth to exclude the province of Oudh from the purview of the Bill. The 
Deputy Speaker niled them out of order, as an amendment similar in nature was 
'ectra by the Jlouse earlier. Raja B, />. Seth moved an amendment to the 
incy Act should not come into opemtion exemt a 
commencement of the agricultural year. This was also rejected. The House 
then adjourned till Monday next. 

Agbicultubists Debt Redemption Bill 

17th. APRIL There was no emposition^in the Assembly to-day to the Bill fat 
the redemption of debts of agriculturists and workmen, which was referred to a 
select committee. This was the first of the three or four debt bills which the Govern- 
ment proipsed to introduce and the Government were criticized by Kunwar Bir 
jiaharaj Singh and Sir J, F, Srivaetava for not placing before the House the 
entire picture of their scheme for the redemption . of d^t and for bringing forward 
piecemeal ledslation. Several Congress members held that the Bill dSi not go far 
enodud^ and that its provisions were not sufficiently liberal. 

Encumbered Estates Amend. Bill 

The Encumbered Estates (Amendment) Bill as amended by the sdect committee 
was taken into consideration in the afternoon, and all amendmenta moved by the 
Opposition were r^eoted. That the House could not amend the original Act eab* 
ride the scope of the amending bill was the obiection raised by Mr. A. P. Jaik 
parliamentary secretary, to the amendment moved by Mr. MubaMr Hueain KUmm 
On the next day, the 18^ ApMt, the House mu»ed the Bill and discussed the eolM^ 
ten: the separation of Judieud and Exeoptiye functions presented by the Minioltt Isri 
Juri^ no also introduced the Oudh Courts Amendment BilL 
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Tbs Badbotatb Tbmplk Bill 

19lh. APRIL:— ‘The House passed into law today the Badrinath Temple Bill, 
iniidli provided for better management of the temple. A eommlttee of management 
will be set up under the Bill, representing varioas interests, incindlng the Tehri 
Slate which has been intimatmy assodated with this temple, sacred to the Hindu 
community throughout the country for several generations. Most of tlie amend- 
ments moved by Pandit Aniauya Prasad Bahuguna (Congress] were opposed by the 
Education Minister and were eventually wlflRlrawn. The Minister, however, aeoep- 
ted one amendment moved by Mr. Bahuguna -suggesting that the remuneration and 
allowances payable to the members of the committee of management should not 
exceed those payable to the members of the legislature. Another important amend- 
ment was moved by a member of a scheduled caste. Mr. Ram Prasad Tamta. 
He urged that one out of the two members to be nominated by the Government on 
the committee should belong to his community. This amendment was, however, not 
pressed in view of the definite assurance given by the Minister that the Qovem- 
ment would have at Icasb one member of a scheduled caste on the committee. Reply- 
ing to the third reading debate, the Education Minister said that this was l&e 
first step in the direction of temple reform and that the Government intended to 
bring forward legislation for temple entry by Harljans. 

The U. P. Tenancy Bill 


tOlh. to 24th. APRIL In the Assembly to-day the Tenancy Laws Amendment 
Bill and the Police Amendment Bill wcie introduced. The third reading of the Ten- 
ancy Bill was next taken up. Mr. Rafi Ahmel Kidivai, Minister for Revenue, referring 
to the dianges made in the Bill, said that where arrears remained, the Zamlndar coiild 
Mt apart of the holding auctioned. Thus there would bo no ejectment. The Bill gave 
Bie Hashtkar a right to plant all over his holditig. By one of the amendments, a sub- 
tenant in Oudh could not be eje :ted for five years. ITawab Sir Mukammad Yusuf hop^ 
that the Government would come to some honourable settlement which would usher in 
a happy era. According to him, the Bill aimed at bringing about dissensions between 
^e tenants and the zammdars. The basis of rent was, he said, so vague that it lent 
itsdf to mischievous possibilities and would pave the way for expropriation of xamin- 
dars. It would not benefit the Government cither, ilc asked the Government if they 
cUd not want to let the zamindar keep his body and soul together and what their object 
was in making these ''undesirable and pernicious provisions’. The Moslem f/satfuo 
Party spokesman saiil that the League had deeide<l to support the passage of the nili 
despite its limitations an<l impcrfc 'tions, bccuMsc it gave tcjiuuts fixity of tenure, fair 
rent and favourable conditions. He charged Oongrcs.smen with not fulfilling their 
pledge to the electorate. iJisv.ussioii hud not concluded when the House adjourned to 
meet on the next day, the 2l8t. April. The tliird reading of the Bill was continued. 
I^me non-Congressites, while gcnontlly admitting that tiie Bill was a definite impro- 
vement in the direction of bettering the lot of tlic tenanty, (jlmrae.tcriscil it as a ‘^Bl^tk 
Bill” inasmuch as it eiHlangercd the rights of zamindai’s. TJiis brought forth a spiri- 
ted reply from Congressmen, Mr. SaidudUin Ahmed remarking that the Bill was the 
Magna Carta of the ten. ants. The Opposition were blamed by Ministeria- 
lists for adopting dilatory taclif's”. Next day, the 22ml. April, the third 

reading of the Tenancy Bill was continued. Rnjft Bisheshwar Dayal Both 
said that the Bill should not i)c openative in Oudh, since it was mostly based on the 
Agra law. The Taliikdars, he ])()inted out, held sunads from an authoiity hi^or 
thim the U. P. Legislature and this legislature had, tJicreforc, no right to do any- 
thing in contravention of the terras of Uie sanuds. The Talukdars were the doclarra 
proprietors under the terms of the HaniMls and this legislature could not confer 
nereditary rights against the coiiBcnt of the Talukdars. Mr. A, /*. «/afn, Parliamen- 
tary Secretary, that zamiiidars never tfx^k any compassion on tenants and 

got them ejected on very minor luetexts. TJiis Govern men t, which claimed to be 
civilised, could not tolerate any hai’dshi]) on anyboily.^ *l'licrc sliould only be tiro 
partieB in that province, namely the Government and cultivator. Mr. Mubasktr Hussain 
Hidwai (Muslim League) welcomed the Bill and said that Uie fact that the Muslim 
League’s amendments were accepted by the (ikivornment showed that the l^agiue was 
^ing its best to improve the Bill. He hud not finished Ids speech men the 
flouie adjdiirned till the 24th. April when tlio Bill was passed W the Mouse 
without a division amidst cheers from the Con™; bonchw. ^Ihiring the ocm- 
iideration stage nearly 3,000 amendments were Ubled, of which &j0 were actually 
moved. Three Hundred and seventy amendments of these wore adopted, 350 negar 
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tiTed and 80 withdrawn, wMle about SO were ruled out of order. It will be recalled 
that the Bill was hM up in the course of discussion, in view of the Agra Zemindars’ 
Teqmest to the Congress High Command lor arbitration in the mattw. The Ondh 
Imokdars, however, oppom the move and consequently the formers’ request was 
tamed down by the CongreM Parliamentary Committee. 

Motor Spirits Sai.es Tax Bill (costp.) 

15th.* APRIL : --The Assemblv to-day rejected the amendment adopted by the 
Upper House to the Sales of Motor Spirits Bill reducing the rate of levy from 
two annas to one anna six pies per gallon. Two other amendments, however, 
one of which was verbal, while the other extended the perioil for filing a suit or 
prosecution from four to six montlis from the date of the Act complained of, 
wen accepted. Opposing the Councirs ameiKlmcut, tho Premier said that it reallv 
was (tistasteful to ask the Assembly to redster its difference of opinion with 
the Upper House, but it api^eared to liim that the ciiangc made by the Council 
was not in public interest. .The proceeds of the tax would be utilised for ^ the 
construction and improvement of roads which would licl)) motor trallic. 

Police Amendment Bill 

The Assembly next passed Uic Police Amendment Bill introduced on the 2lBt. 
April, with a minor amendment, limiting the period of limitation for application 
for compensation in res])ect of death or grievous hurt or loss of or damage to 
prop^y caused, by the first day of April 1039, to four mouths. In the course 
of bis reply, the Premier regrettcrl that the necessity for im]H>sing punitive police 
had arisen, but they could not shut their eyes to the reality of the situation. 

however, pointcti out that it was not absolutely necessary for enforcement of 
daims for comixaisation that punitive )x>lice should be imiK>Bcd, and such claims 
could be made without the area being declared ‘^disturbed” or ‘^dangerous”. 
Because of occtirreuccs like the previous day’s, it seemed that the Government 
would be failing in their duty if they any longer put off “this evil dw’”. 

The Bevenue Minister next introduced the U. P. Money-lenders Bill. * The House 
then adjourned till the 5th. May. 

Miiy Session— Lveknow—Sth. to 17th. May 1939 

Non-official Bills Intboducei) 

5tb. MAY Five non-oflicial bills were intnxliired today. They were the 
Canning College and British Aasonufion Contribution Act (Amendment) Bill 
seeking to do away with the statutory responsibiliry of the Government to 
realize the subscriptions payable by the taliuidars of Oudh to the British 
Indian Association while increasing the contribution made to the Canning 
College (now merged in tlic Lucknow University), the Hindu Carriage Reform 
and Bovor,! Restraint Bill, the Super visio^i of Orphanages and Widows Homes 
Bill, the Rural Labourers' Minimum Wages Bill and the Indian Criminal Law 
(United Provinces Amendment) Bill, The first out of these five bills w'as referred 
to a sdect committee after vigorous opiH>sition by the representatives of the 
British Indian Association. The Assembly rcfusvKl to agree with the amendment 
insisted upon by the Council on April 2/ reducing the proposed petrol tax from 
two snnas to one and a half annas )ier gallon. 

Abolition of Dowry System 

Sth. May A non-official resolution Recommending the eradication of the 
evil of dowry system and sale o^' girls was passed this morning. The hon. Mr. 
Bampwrnanand, Minister for Education, in tne course of the discussion, said that 
there could not be two opinions on the question that the dowry system was bad, 
whether it existed among the Hindus or Muslims or Christians. There could, 
therefore, be no doubt about the Government’s attitude on the point. If they 
^ouf^t they could leidslate on the point and make legislation effective, the 
Oovernment would not have objection to bringing forward a Bill. Ihere were 
wkms ways of giving a dowry in which the Government could not interfere. 
He deplored the attitude ^ the educated youths od the country for not helping 
tile reformers in this rnim* 

Coirritoi of Educational Institutions 

Hk MAT Diaeuasion Oft jummffleisl resolutions was pontmued in tiie Asismbly 
todiqr* The xesolutioi! moved by a Ooogress member xeeopunendiiig that 
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<li6 Government ilioald tike up tke mtnagement of denominationtl and private 
^ucatioiial inetitutions on the ground that they loitered oommunaL and anti-natianal 
leelinga in the studenta gave rise to an animated debate to-day. While it failed to 
eeeure the unatinted support of the Oongresa benches, the Oppoaitioo members 
oriticised it on the ipround that it was an attempt to bring education in the 
province into line with the system prevailing in totalitarian countries where 
standardised education was contiolled oy State and strict regimentation of 
intellect prevailed. Even the Minister (S/Uucation thought that the suggestion 
made was impracticable, and in the end the resolution was withdrawn. 
l^TING Ban on Ck>]iMUNI8T Pabty 

Beplying to the next fesolution urging that the ban on the Communist 
party be liftM, Premier Pant pointed out that the existing ban was placed by 
the Government of India in July 1934, and the provincial Government had 
placed no ban. He added that it was in the public interest to lift the ban and 
the Government could then take effective action under the general law wherever 
necessary. The resolution was passed nent con, and the House acliourned till the 10ft. 

Official Bills Dibcobbed ani> Passed 


10th. to 16th. MAY On the motion of Mr. Raft Ahmed Kidwai, Minister for Beve- 
nue, the House referred the Money-lenders Bill to a Select Committee, and 
passed the second reading of the Consolidation oj Holdings Bill. The Revised 
II. P. Tenancy Laws Amendment Bill and the Select Committee report on the 
Indian Medicine Bill were introduced before the House adjourned till the next day, 
the 11th. May when it passed the Consolidation of Holdings Bill, the Oudh Conns 
Amendment Bill, the Tenancy Laws Amendment Bill, the Sugar Factories Control 
Act Amendment BUI and the Bill to amend Section 40 of the Town Improvsrnient 
Act. The Suits Valution Amendment Bill was introduced. At the instance of the 
Minister for Communications, the House added two new sub-rules regarding recipro- 
city in the matter of taxation of putlic service motor vehicles plying between. IT. P. 
ana Ddhi. The Children's Bill, as passed by the Upper House, was laid on the 
table. The House then adjourned till Monday, the 16lh. May when it passed the 
Suits Valuation (Amendment) Bill without any speeches being made. The Bill 
sought to bring the Suits Valuation Act in accom with the Court Fees A.niendment 
Act. Next day, the leOi. May, the Assembly passed the Indian Medicine Bill, 
the Municipatxties Act Amendment Sill and the District Boards Act (Amendment) 
Bill. The last two Bills extended the life of the present municipalities and boards 
by one year. 

Motor Spirits Sales Tax Bill (contd.) 

17th. MAY:— A joint session of the Legislature commenced tliis monung 
under the presidentship of Sir Site Ram, Pi’esident of the Council, to consider 
the Sales of Motor Spirit Taxation Bill as passed by the Council. The Second 
Chamber had reduced the rate, approved by the Assembly, of two annas per 
gallon, to one anna and a half. At the rate of two annas per gallon the tax waa 
estimated to yield eight lakhs to the Exchequer. The Opposition view was that 
the proposed rate of levy was tlie highest as compared \.ith tlie rate mother pro- 
vinces. They also argued that this would adversely affect motor transport, and 
touch the pockets oi the poor. The Legislature passed by 140 votes to 59 an 
amendment moved by the Minister for Justice restoring the rate to two annas 
per gallon. The joint session then ended and the Assembly met in the afternoon 
when the Muslim members, both of the Muslim League and the Independent 
parties, staged a walk-out in protest against the ruling givra by the ^Deputy 
Speaker, disallowing fte adjournment motion, notice of which was given by 
Nawabeada Liaquat Alt Khan. A statement to this eff^t was made by the 
leader of the Muslim Le^ue party, Chaudhri Khaliq-us-Zaman whereafter all 
Muslims l^t ill a body. The adjournment motion was to discuss tiM unsatisw^ 
tory nature of the replies given by the Government to questions mating to tte 
search of the Muslim I^^eague office at Cawnpore made by the police on May 9. 
After the walk-out Dr. JYafJtt made a statement that so far as, the Congiess 
members were concerned they had complete confidence in the impamality of 
the Deputy Speaker in the conduct of the proceedings and they en tirdy disso c ia t ed 
ftemselves from the very wrong action taken by the Muslim members in ^lug tram 
fte House after disputing in an unseemly mannw the ^duct of fte .Ch^. TBAx 
Action, he add^ wm ^olly unconstitutional. The House then adjourned eine dm. 


Proceedings of the U. P. G>uttcil 

^dget Senioit~‘Lacknow— 18th. February to 14th. March 1939 

Thb OowNFim Biots 

The Budget Session of the U. P. Legislative Council commenced at Lucknow on 
the IMh. Febrnary 1930 when the Premier, Pandit Pant, made a statement on the 
Cawnpore riot situation. He said that the latest figures of the riot casualties were 42 
killed, 200 injured and 800 arrested. Everywhere there were signs of restoration of 
peace ; more mills were working and shops were opening. Ine I^emier remarked 
that the situation had the potentialities of the serious communal riot of 1931, but the 
prompt and effective steps taken from the start had kept them in check. He appre- 
ciate the work of the local authorities and non-ofHeial Bodies, especially the Europe 
constabulary, the Ciongress, the Hindu Babhn and the Muslim League in brin^g 
the difficult situation under control, and also tlie valuable assistance rendered by 
troops. 

Official Ikterfbrekce with High Court 

Mr. Ckaudhuty Akhtar Huaaain next moved for adjournment of the House to 
discuss ^'interference by the Provincial Government with the administration of 
justice in rdeasing Maknan Singh of Saharan pur, by giving preference to the ex- 
parte re^rt of the subordinate executive officer of the Goveriimeiit and other extra 
judicial report over the concurrent judicial decisions of the Sessions Judge and the 
High Court of Judicature at Allahabad.” The discussion was taken up on the 22nd. 
February when Mr. Husain argued that the matter was of public importance as the 
independence of the judiciary was threatened, and tjiere was an apprdxension that such 
intenerence would be repeated. He pleaded that the matter came to the knowledge 
of public at tlie end of December last. He had taken the earliest opportunity to 
bring up the question. Dr. K, N, Katju, Minister for Justice, opposing the motion, 
said that Malkhan Siugh was released six months ago, and the House had met twice 
since the occurrence of the matter. Dr. Katiu also held that the matter 
could be broiight in the form of a resolution on any non-official day. 
Begum Aiiaz Raenl^ ruling the motion out of order, observed that Mr. Akhtar 
Husain had failed to prove that the matter was of recent occurrence, and advised 
him to bring it before the House in the form of a resolution or a question. 

Supplementary Grants 

The Council then took up the discussion of supplementary grants. These in- 
cluded Rs. 1,13,727 for additional officers and Ministerial staff necessitated by Provin- 
cial Autonomy and increased Secretariat work, Rs. 14, COO for un increase in the 
present stren^h of the Police force in the province to be allocated to the cities of 
Lucknow, Allahabad and Cawnpore as civil and armed police reserves to meet eruer- 
geneies^ and Rs. 138,200 for extra expenditure in connection with fighting the cholera 
epidemic. Dr. Katju, replying to cnticisms levelled against the ponce, said that the 
whole province was painra by the communal disturBances, lut members should not 
lose their sense of persp^tive. The Minister further appealed to members that 
while trying to draw attention to existing evils, they should not say anything which 
min^t aggravate the situation. Dr. Katju said that soon after assuming office the 
Gewernment circularised the district officials to impress upon them tht necessity of 
keq[>ing themselves above communal bias. Officers were further informed of the 
grave oonemenoes thgt would lollow in case they were found guil^ of communal 
partiality. Referring to communal representation in the services, the Minister assured 
the House that Government would & everything that was just and fair. 

Non-official Resolutions 

2trd« FEBRUARY The Council considered non-official resolutions to-day. Rai 
Bahadur MohanlaVi resolution recommending to the Government to remit takavi loans 
taken for tubewells, which had now become usdessby the advent of the Sarda Canal, 
was withdrawn on the assurance of the Minister of Communications that the 
Government were prepared to examine each case individually. 

The resolution, stinding in the name of Kian Bahadur MaeoaduMMaman^ 
wmag the introduotion of JoIjH ^electorates by way of trial for two terms only, with 
adult snffirage and reserratm of seats for Muslims in local board elections, was not 
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Bimd as tHe ^morer was told that certain Mnslim members tfonld walk oat if tiba 
sesolatioQ was moved, which, he declared, was one of the ironies of separate eleeto- 
xates. 

Dr. Bamufirak Singh moved a resolulicm demanding time’ Civil liberties shonld 
be secured in thei>rovince as in England. Ihe mover asked the Qovemment to lay 
down its policy with regard to the application of the Law of Sedition under SectioiD 

I.B.O. He admitted that persons who excited communal hatred should be 
punishol. He also complained that there wm certain provisions of the law, whidi 
curtailed the liberty of the Press and conSlBUied the reporting of public meetings 
by C. 1. D. reporters., Dr. K. N, Katju. Miitiiter of Justice, replying to the ddiate* 
said that the Congress policy with regard to this question hiul been enumerated long 
ago and was also made clear in the I^emier's speech on assumpiicm of office. Be 
claimed that since the present Government had assumed office, civil liberty had hem 
fully secured. There had been no prosecutions during this period. Begardiim the 
Press, the Minister referred to communal writings in the Vernacular press ana dec- 
lared that the Government were determined to suppress illeaitimate activities which 
led to communal tension. As regards 0. 1. D. reports of meetings. Dr. Katju said that 
every Government must kem itsdf informed, whatever might be the agency emplqyed. 
The Council at tliis stage adjourned till the ISth. Mardi when a general discusrion of tiie 
Budget was hdd and •'outinued on the next day, the 14th. March, whmafter the 
House was prorogued. 

April Seasion— Lucknow-^lSth. lo 28tk. April 1939 

Separation of the Judiciary 

The .April session of the Council commenced on the 15th. April and hdd a brief 
sitting extending over 25 minutes. It then adjourned till Monday next, the 17th. 
ApiB, when the Government were congratulated by all sections of the House on 
their sdieme for the separation of Judicial from Executive functions. The view 
was generally expressed that the Government had gone far enough. Characteri- 
sing the criticism that the Government were interfering with the administration 
of Justice, as a '^fashionable slogan**, Dr. K, N. Katju^ Minister for Justice 
declared, *^1 can, with confidence, say that there has been no such interference, 
since we came into office, from the Government. "The Government had, no doubt, 
however,** he continued, "exercised their statutory rights under the Government of 
India Act and would continue to do so undeterred by incorrect comments.** 

Hindu Widows’ Homes Control Bill 

19th APRIL:— The Council discussed today one non-official Bill and two resolu- 
tions. Mrs. Mono Chandravati Oupto introduced the D. P. Hindu Widovp’ 
Homes Control Bill which was referred to a select committee. She remarked th4t 
the Bill intended to provide for a better administration of widows’ homes 
through advisory committees constituted in accordance with the rules to be framed 
under this Act. It further aimed at making a suitable provision for the safe cus- 
tody of inmates, for their educaction, training and moral wri&re. The Bill was 
wdcomed by all sections of the House and the Minister of Justice also gave his 
support to the Bill. 

Non-official Bbbolutionb 

Of the two resolutions that were carried, one was moved by Mr. Chandra Bhai 
who urged the creation of a body of civic guards to act as an auxiliary police force 
during emergencies. Though all the speakers appreciated the principle underlying 
the resolution some apprehended that it might lead to fij^ta among trunea 
volunteers. 

The second resolution was moved by Dr. Bam Ugrah Singh suggjBsting that 
the Qovemment should take steps to abolish capital punishment The sfinister toe 
Justice gave his assurance that full wmght would be given to the ofdniou of the 
Council. The resolution was ultimatdy carried. 

TBb Motor Spirits Salbb Tax Bill 

lOih. APRIL:— The Government sustained a defeat today when tiie Petrol Tkx 
Bill was under diseusskm. In the Bill a tax of two annas par jallon was propoied 
to be levied which was i^ted by the House by a majority efU to IL But the 
House carried without division the am«ndiMnt moved by Lala Hareahai Gupta 
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lAo wanted the aubatitation o! one anna and aix plea for two anhaa. ' Bc^ tte 
anaeehaa cd the JfinisUx cff Jut tice and the .Pfwnier did not eany ^ conVietion in 
afite of their promiaea that the prooeeda of thia tax would be ntUiaed for develop* 
ment of roada and maintenance of better communicationa in rural and urban areaa. 
Mr« N. A. Wilkinson^ who moved an amendment urging the reduction to one anna 
pointed out that the burden of thia tax would fall heavi^ on the poor jpaaaenffm 
who traveled in lorriea. Two other apeakera aaid that when compared to other 
prodncea the tax waa the heavieat in thia province. The Pvemier remarked 
uhat the aggreimte ohargea that the lorry*owner had to pay were lower 
hem thin thoae in other provincea. He alao took pride in the fact that whereaa 
the petrol tax waa utiliaed in other provincea to meet deficHa and other meral 
porpMea, in U. P. it waa aet apart for the development of roada. Mr. Bamugrah 
Singh urj^ the deletion of the penalty clauae for breach of rnlea but the Houae 
turiied £wn hia propoaal. After thia the tliird reading of the Bill waa naaaed. 
The Bill then went to the Aatembly. The Council theii adjourned till April 25. 

Thk £iiptx)ymextb Tax Bill 

aaSi. APRIL:— The GQ\*eriiment waa not allowed to have ita own way today 
wh^n the ^nployinenta Tax Bui waa taken into conaideration. The Mtatafor of 
Maioe ihiAe ah dahorate apeech in defence of the Bill aaying that it waa within 
the eompe^ee of the Legialatufe. It waa not a tax on iiicoine or reoctotai ^ douide 
taxation. Hp Juatiiled the impoaition of the tax from ail aapecta. The Mlhiater’a 
apedal pleranga fell on dm! eara. jhr Council waa in ita full atrengthand the 
OWboaitioh waa bent upon reforring the Bill to a aelect committee and they luceee- 
dm in Maating the Government by carrying hb. C, L, Teava’a ametidment to 
refor the Bill to a aelect committee by ZP votea to 20. The reault of the vodpg 
triiui racelvod with loud cheera in the Oppoaitlon benchea. Almost all the apeum 
referfod to the auatained agitation carried on tn the preaa againat thia un}uat Ml. 

SuAi Badkixath Tumfik Bill ^ 

Next day, the Mfh A^, the Ccwocil paaaed the SAri Sadrinath Torngip SifU 
Alt amehdmenta Were withdrawn on an aaaurance that an amenchng Bill wilt be 
intrriaiiceii to rectify any miatakea. 

Tux CiiiLDXEX’a Bill 

IMh. APlMt:—The Council paaaed to-day Dr. Bamugrah Singh^i Children’a Bill 
wlddi i^iaed for the cuatqdy, trial and punidiment of youthful offender*. In im 
hdur Mid a quarter about 200 amcndihenta were diapoaed of. 

MotoR Spirits 6ai.rb Tax Bill (Contd.) 

The Council decided to-day to atand by it* amendment to the sales of Motor 
Spirit* Taxtion BilL reducing the tax (hi petrol from two annas to one anna six 
pM per gallon. The Bill went back to the Assembly which refee^ the amend- 
ment, fhua necessitating the calling of a Jennt Bcasioii of the two Houses. 

Rrvisior Op History Text-Books 

The House paaaed the Police Amendment Bill and diacuaaed a non-official 
leaelatlqn tecommen^g the apimintment of a committee of experts to revise 
the textboede* on Indian history so as to diminate such passages and texts as 
are cdcttlated to cause friction between Muslims and Hindus and to remodd 
them with a view to infusing a fading of brotherhood, toleration and patriotism 
in the youths of ^the country. Xext day, the 28th. April, the Council adioumed 
ginadia after a fifteen minutes’ sitting, in which it decided that the rei^t of 
the 8deet Committee on the Employment Tax Bill should be submitted Within a 
fortnight 

Map SeiiiBii-^Luekaow— IBUi May to 29th. May 1939 

TBe Employurxts Tax Bill (cxintd.) 

The May aeadmi of the Council commence on the Itth. Miy when the sdect 
ommittee report on the Employments Tax BUI waa taken up for conakLeraiion. Mr. 
WiUciniont the member repreaeoting the European coiiaiituency, raised a point of 
order, a* *ooii aa the Hhiisfor of Justice moved that the BiU be taken into consi- 
deredon. that the t^eemhgs of t^ committee were not valid and the Bill 
ihbuld be recommitted to d^ad^ committee to report by June 15. A long discus- 
aion took place on thk diMiiiM the courae of whUA it waa revealed that 

the Premim, who was the dyKniim of & adeot committee, gave hk Oaetbg vote on 
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THE EHPLOYMENTB TAX BILL 


SB ameDdmeiti moved by Dr. Ram UaraK Biaah during the oouree of the seleol 
eommittee meetingi, though not a member of tw Homie. Both Mr. WilMmonand 
W* Ram Uf/rah Singh esmrted Umt there no drmrlng of lots but the dbMlrman 
Me his eeating tote^ The Mini%t9r of Juiiiet' denied that there was anythiim on 
lebord to show that sm^h voting took place. Mr. Ahmad Shah wanted the Fresiaent 
to id^e his ruling in this matter. The Pretideht replied that no ruling was called 
Alt from the Chair inasmuch as Mr. Wilkin$on had changed his point <3 order into 
an amendment. IJitimatdy Mr. Wilkinson’s amendment was thrown out by -the 
Hoitae by twenty seven votes to nine, 'fhe j\{h»Utor’s motion for (H>nsideration of the 
Bill was passed. The Bill was then taken up f|t ^Hiieusslon danse by clause. The ooun- 


]%« Ram Ugrah Sinah was surprised at this nolte fact of the 
ipoeitioh whoi opposoit the bill tooilr and nail at the Baradari m 


in his attitude, 
leato of theO 
but md not ten< 


fid not Wild his support to any of the amendments moved by ^e 

memlWra DiviskUi waa demanded with rmrd to the deletion of class 1 in 
dule. Oovemmeht had 24 votes in their mvour against 13 who voted for the 
The JiMffc# expressed satisfactioii that in spite of many people 

that the bill would be sent to cold storage it had found favoiir in this ert 
Hotise. 


ENcruBEnED Estates Ameed. Bill 

SM MAY :;-ThS Council had to be adjourned for half an hour by the FMdtnt 
when it met today at 7 in the morning. The Miniattr cf Juttice^ in whose name the 
Erst amendment to the Encumbered Estates Amendment Bill stood, was not in hW 
seat Bai Bahadur Mohanlal complained to the Chair that he and some other mem- 
bers were locked ont as the gate was closed when (hey arrived this moriiing. the 
ATtniafsr o/ Justice exfircssed regret lor doming late when the Council reassembled 
after hidf an hour. Many members urged the Minister of Justice to infohn the 
House as to the exact date on which Uie Tenancy Bill would be intioduoed as the 
weather was getting hotter at Lucknow. During the course of the debate Mr. if. A. K. 
Shermani accused tlie (.lovernmeni of winning over the Opposition members 
by bribing them in t^ shape of honorary magistniteshi[>8. Ihereafter, the 
proceedings were dull, when the Encumbered 1..stAtcs Amendment Bill was nnder 
oiscussidn 

Treatment of t^HiA Prisoners 

SStii. MAY:— The Council discussed today a sliort-notice resolution moved by 

a Kalbt Abha% to discuss about tlie treatment of^ the fi?hia prisoners in vaiions 
D the matter of messing arrangements, classification of prisoners, restriction in 
m <3 association etc. The resolution covered a wide range of subiects. The 
mover mode a speech lasting for more than an hour and a half. The MinitUr of 
Justice made an equally lengthy reply, categorically replying to all the pdnts men- 
tioned ^ the mover. Be said that the Government was doing everything possible 
to satisfy the demands of those prisoners, yet in spite of this fact a campidgn el 
vilificaUon was going on against the Government. Incidentally, he paid.a uibuteto 
the inspei'tor-generar of prisons who had proved himself very efficient in regard to 
afford!^ faciliticE to jail population despite the criticism against him that he was a 
bigoted Sunni. The resolntion was, howe%’cr, withdrawn by the mover who was satis- 
fira with assurance given by the Minister of Justice that the grievances of the 
prisoners mentioned by him would be looked iiito. One important feature of today's 
dd^ote was that not more than 15 members were present m their seats and on one 
occasion the Chfir’s attention was drawn that there was no quorum. 

The Goimeil adjoamed after editing the Municipalities 'and l^strict Boards 
(Amendment) fiilli m postponing general electionB dne to be hdd this year. 


IBE U. P. LEGISLATIVE OOIJNOIL 


[ voaamwy^' 


ERommBiD ERAns AimD. wt.¥. (cNntm) 

MOk lUT :;-Ttee ra wintarating paaMge-at-anna betwaan Dr Eaaa CTpraA 
Bki^taA p^^Mimittrof JW<m» whm tbe Eaoaiiibatad Estataa Amaadmaat Bill 


fotlowQd iiuiL oonffratuiAted tbi Au&iiter of Justice on the manner in which ha 
thit bill wa also on a^ptina several amendments moved by the members. 
Dr. Jfaai Sifipk, who did not lifee these mutual congratulations, bes^ to narrate 
^t, MO^ng to him. sMmed to havetalmn place belmid the scenes. He aararted 
that the Minister brought forward his amendments soon after the Employments Tta, 
Bin as a result of discussion with some members of the House. He wanM a cat^ 
rioal answer from the Minister whether it was so or not. The Minister r^us^to 
reply to any such insinuation. 

OuDB CouETs Amend. Bill 

Dr.J^em Uorah Stnph pmsed this matter when the Oudh Courts Amendment 
Bin was under msoussion. He asked the Minister whether he would agree to the 
appointment a committee df privileges to investigate into the allegations made by 
him. to which the Minister did not reply. 

Tenancy Laws Amend. Bill 


sion was that eight voted for the amendment and eight against, half a dozen members 
remaining neutral. The Preatcfenf gave a chance to those who remained neutral to 
jgive an indication of their mind, thereby relieving him from an awkward position. 
As no one came to his help he gave his vote in favour of the amendment which 
was reorivedwith exclamation by the Opposition members. The Council passed 
the Encumbered Estates Amendment Bill and the Oudh Courts Amendment Bill. 

CONBOUDATION OF HOLDINGS BiLL 


^Ject of the first amendment was to loc^o protests against the (^vernment lor exclu- 
ding zamindars and landlords from the benefits proposed to be conferr^ by this 
measure on the tenants. The other amendment was a minor one which wanted to 
include the propriotor, lambardar or co-sharer illong with the cultivator. Though 
all the memoars who spoke on the bill welcomed it as a beneficent measure they 
could not appreciate the Government’s viewpoint in not giving the ris^t to the 
zamindars. 

Tenancy Laws Amend. Bax 


Mh. MAY:*-The Council, after sitting for twenty minutes, to-day adjourned till 
the Srd. July to reassemble in Lucknow. Consideration of the Tenancy Bill wae 
ppatponed on the motion of Hai Bahadur Hohanlal so that, during th ^Lt iuterval, 
dforts for reaching an understanding with the Government might 1^ 
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Proceedings of the Sfliar Asseeddy 


WSatar SettioA— Patna— Ifilli. Jannair to 14l|u Fahiniiaiir 11^9 


Movsy-LBNDBES (EbODULTIOH of nANBACnONS) BllJ. 

Ihe winter session of the Bihar I!i|^slaiiTe Assembly oommenoed at Patna 
<mihe IStii. January AS89 with a heavy si^eiida. Mr. Jtam ^yalu JSinha, Speaker 
was in t^^diair. The proceedings b^on m a comparativdy sombre atmosphere, 
oooasioned a refmnoe to the death of a number of members made by the 
Bpealser. and tributes were paid by ail sections of the fionse, which then a^Dur- 
zM till the next day, the Htii. Jaanary when the hon. Mr. Anuoraha ^araim BMa 
moved Ihe Moii^-lcndors (Regulation of TransacUoiis) Bill, soemiing to repeal those 
sections of the Bihar Money-lenders Act which had been declared null and vmd 
by the>«tna High Court recently. IHseussion arose as to the rbd^t of thepFoyin- 
cial Logimatuie to enact measures within the l^ovineial list and of die deeiskms of 
the High Court, which had virtually deprived the Provincial Legisdattne of those 
i^ts. The matter was not pursued further when ithe <toyernineiit sfiokcsniau 
pointed out that the decision of the Federal Court was awaited. In the meantime, 
the IteviBcial Government had coiiBidcred it uccessary to rectify those detocts 
which had been ]xnnted out by the High Court. Tlie jucUion for refemug the Bill 
to a Beieot Committee, moved ny Mr. Afuhomed ynnus, letter of the Independen t 
J%ity, was not accet>te<l aud the Moukc proceeded with the considorattou of the 
BiM which was cvcntuaVly passed. 

RmTND OF Okhs BiJiK 


The Premier then moved the Bihar Refiuid of Coss Bilil which son^t to afiTord 
facilities to landlords in cQiinc(*tion with ihc rdiiiid of the amoitiit of cess 
paid in excess. A motion, moved' by Mr. G, P, N. Sinha, Ijcnder of the ()3>|)osi- 
tion, for .reference of the Bill to a Bclcct Committee w*as BtU>ptcd. 

The next two Bills which were movetl by tlie hon. Mr. 8ri Krishna 8inha, 
Preinior and Ix»der of the Houhc. and w*cre ])asKcd, were tlie General Clauses 
Amendnmit Bill seeking to Iwing into line tlie Provincial General IMauscs Act 
with the Indian Genorni Clauses Act, and the Cess Ammdmmt Bill aimed at 
reducing the rate of in t eldest on tlie arrears of Cess juiyablc direct by pro}irictorH 
or tenure- lidders to tlse <u>vcrnmciit or by rent-free temireholdw to ]>roprictors, 
besides certain formal amendments witli a view to bringing [the rmcreuces to 
certain previous enactments in certain provisions of the 1)688 Act up to date. 

Rp.i»U(’tion of Settled Rents Bill 

tWk. JANUARY Ihc Premier moved to-day for consideration of the Rosi Diara 
(Reduction of Bottled Rents) Bill. The Bill is a siiecial measure seeking reduction 
OT rents settled for fifteen years between 1923-31 under the Bihar tenancy Act 
for the area comiu'isiiig four hundred villages in the revenue tract of Kosi in 
North Bihar. At the time of inejiaring the record of rights in these villages the 
prices were high, but subseouently the trade de]>rewiou hit the iieasautry hard, 
the Bill was necessary to give the peasants relief since the ]ieriod of settlement 
had not yet elapsed. A motion for reference of the Bill to a Sel^t Committee 
was moved by three membei's. One member suggested that section 113 of the 
existing Act be modified in order to achieve the purpose of the Bill instead of 
Iwinging forward fresh legislation. The siiggession was supiiorted by some Con- 
gress members. Mr. Baldev Sahay, Advocate-General, explained the nec'essity lor 
the Bill from the legal aspect. Mr. C. P. N. 8inha, Leader of the 0])|X)sition, 
pointed cut the siiecaal nature of the tract in which the river Kosi lay. Tbe 
river itself, which often shifted its source, caused havoc on the countryside by 
floods. The Premier, explaining the intention of the Bill, said that it was 
necessary because of the hardshiiis felt by the inhabitants oi that area. Tlie 
motion for referring the Bill to a Select Committee was adopted. 

Mica Act Repeal Bill 

The Premier next moved for consideratioa of a Bill seeking to repeal the Bihar and 
Orissa Mica Act, 1930, which had been enacted in order to check and prevent 
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tMt ol wl ttUcit deilingt in mica. The Qoveroment apokesman eiplainini; the 
obiert oit the Bill, said that the Mme Minister reoentlv visited the mica muiing 
area, where it was generally urged that the Act should he repealed. The Premier, 
after ezaminims the administrataon of the Act, found that its operation had not 
been succesafid ir» preventing theft of mica. On the contrarji the Act had put 
unnecessary testndnt on the mica trade and harassed fe*mall traders and diggeiv, 
many of whom had been driven out of business. Therefore, he considem it 
necessary to repeal the Act. The Act or its repeal had nothing to do with the 
mica tr^ generally. Members representing the coiistih’^cies where mica min- 
ing greas are situated supported the Bill, urging repeal of the existing Act. 8ri- 
Hati -Saraswati DM (Gongrres) pointed out the hardships experienced by small 
traders in mien owing to the existing Act and added that one of the election promi- 
ses held out by Congressmen of the Province was that Mica Act would be re)xxi1cd. 
The Act proved favourable only to the ca]>italists and large traders and to the 
. detriment of middlemen diggers. The Bill was passed. 

PuKLic Safety Act Hkteal Bill 

Mr. AntipraAa Narayan Sinha, Finance Minister, next introduced the Bihar 
and Orissa Public Safety Bepcaling Bill which was passed witliont (liscussion. 
The Bill sought to rciieal the Bihar and Orissa Public Hcfcty Act, 1033, and tlio 
amendiim Act of lOllO wlikii was due to cxiure in 1041. Tlic hon. Mr. 8n Krishna 
Sinha, iremicr, in the course of his speech on the objocts and rcfisons. staU^l 
that it was net'ewary to rc[)cnl the Act, liccause it hatl }>ecn used in tlie past 
to sttllc Uie legitimate aspirations of the inniple and might be so used in Uic 
future. 

HAZAUiitAOii Train" IHsastkii 

Ifith. JANUARY -The iicvcssity for the up]>oint incut of an impartial (ribinial 
consisting of odicials and nou-ollicinls to cnciuirc into the causes of tjie train disaster 
near Haxarlbagh Koad on .lanuary Pi was uiianiuiously urged by tlie Assembly to- 
day. Mr. Sukhlal Singh (Congress) moved that a Commit Ice of otiiciuls und non- 
omcials be appointed to ciiciuire into the disaster. Speaking for die Ciovernment. Mr. 
Krishna Batlabh Sahay said that the Oovcrnincnt were iii full sympathy with the 
ob}oct8 of the motion and would take up the matter with the Ciovcrnmciit of India. 

Dowry Restraint Bill 

20th. JANUARY Tlie following non-oflicial bills were intrcMlueed to-clav Mr. 
Jamuna Prasad f^ingh’s Bihar Tenancy Amendment Bill, Mr. Tujmul Uussain’s 
Buppression of Prostitution and Immoral I'rafKc Bill, Mr. Yunus’s Ix>cal Self- 
Government Amendment Bill, the Alunicipal Amendment Bill and the Mussalman 
Wi^f Bill and Mr. Sukhlal Singh^s Dowry Restraint Bill. 

Moving for reference to the Select Committee of his Bill for restraint of the 
custom of taking or offering dowry in marriages, Mr. Sukhlal Singh pointed out the 
evils of the system and the hardships caused by it to the ])oorer classes. The 
measure, he said, had been favourably received. Mr. M, Yunus, while expressing 
agreement with the principle of the Bill, said that the mesasure was difficult to put 
into operation, Hmvcver, if the measure could bring aliout a wholesome social reform, 
teehnksal difficulties should not be allowed to stand in tlic way. Ho pleaded for the 
Muslim view in regard to certain provisions of the Bill being liornc in mind during 
the Select Committee stage. Brimati Saraswati Deri (CTongress) strongly advocatiS 
abolition of the system which she sahl had led many young women to commit 
suicide ai: their parents had been unable to .provide the necessary dowry for their 
.naniage. Brimati Sarada Devi (Congress) considered the dowry system a stigma on 
Hindu society, which had resulted in the sacrifice of many young lives at the altar 
of a social fetish, which must be removed. Mr. Vindheshwari Prasad Varma 
(Oong^) hold that a measure like the present one liad to be enacted sooner or later 
and B the Muslims claimed a dowry or maintained that dowry formed an important 
. part of wedding ceremonies, such exemption as demanded by them might be acce^. 
Mr. Jegat Rarain Lai, Imiamentary Becretary, supporting tlio motion for reference 
to the Select Committee, said that it was necessary to adopt some measure to stop a 
practice which persisted in spite of resolutions passed by the Kayastha Conference and 
ether bodies. The Honseat this stage adjourned till Mond^ next, the SM. Jannary, 
when. Tidying or pdialf of Bie Government,/ Mr. K. B Aihay, Parliamentary Sec- 
retary. refuted the contention that the Bill c^ld not be taken up since it involved 
a diange in Hindu law, and said that the Bill could be amended to permit the offer- 
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of relleioaa gif^ iras also suggested tibat the Bill night be nade non-ai^- 
Le to Muslims if Muslim opinion so desiied. The Government did not wantto 
oppOM the meuure. He enressed opposition to the suggestion for exemption of volun- 
tary dowries, since it was difficult to prove that a dowry was a voluntaW one, as also 
to define the term dowry. He favourea reference of tlm Bill to a Select Committee for 
effecting improvcmgiits to the Bill with a view to preventing opportunities for evasion 
of the provisions. Tte House agreed to the motion for rdcrencc to a Select Committee 
with a single dissentient voice. 


SuppRt^isioN o# Prostitution Bill 

28rd. JANUARY The House took up for consideration the Suppression of Prosti- 
tuiion and Immorol Traffic Bill to-day. Mr. TajamtU Husain, the 8)x>nBor, movc<l for 
referonco of the Bill to a Selec^t Committee. He said other provinces had eiia(^tc(l similar 
legislation. He refentd to the reiwt of the Longue of Nations, which had investigated 
tlic extent of the evil in countrioa in Asia, including India. Mr. Vindeshwari Prosad 
Vertua, moving an aniciidmcnt for oirciilation of the Bill to elicit public opinion, said 
tljat certain mattciB in the Bill were (‘OiitrovcrBial and certain provisions needed elucitla- 
tion ; for insliuicc, whether the oiicnecs mentioned in the Bill wouhl be hailahle. 
cognisable or compouiulablc. Mr. Bimlodanand Jha, l^arliamcntary Becrctary, said 
that the (lovcrnment had dniftcii a Bill for su])ivres8i()n of immoral tmfic in u-onicn 
but no legislation was enacted as little rcs|^>nse was met with when the Bill was circu- 
latwl. Me ix)iiifed out certain technical difTiculties in the way of enforcing the mea- 
Biirc. He snpiJOrtcd the motion ft»r circnlntioii on l)ohnlf ot the Government. The 
motion for circulation was acccjitcd by the Houhc, which then adjourned. 


StiPPLKMKXTAUY 1>KMAN1>S FOU (UlANTS 

24lli. .lANUARY The Af;sonibly to-day took up consideration of the third siip- 
plcmcntniy demands for grants. Several cut motions were moved during a three- 
nour-s discussion on a suv»ldementary demand for grant of Bs. under the heacl. 
Public lienltb. This sum incliKUHl Ks. Bw the purchase of quinine and Ks. 

C,200 for the establishment of Kalaaznr centres. The cut motions suggesit'd, inter alia, 
the ap] ointment of an oxijcrt committee to conduct research in tlic incidence of mala- 
ria and suggest methcxls for eradication of the disease, rstablislilncnt of cinchona plan- 
tations in Biliar with a view to meeting the growing demand for quinine in rural 
areas and introduction of the Ayiu*vcdie system of treatment to combat th<i ravages of 
malaria. The motiohs were, however, withdniwn after ^Ir. P'modanand Jlia, Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, had enumerated the various measures the Government had under- 
taken or were contemplating in connection with the imiuovemcnt of public health, 
lie also assured the Iiouse that the Government would consider the various sugges- 
tions and adopt them as far as practicable. The discussion had not concluded when 
the House adjourned till the 6th. February when, after a heated discuBBioii, the demand 
under Agriculturo was passed, all cut motions being withdrawn after tlie Govern- 
ment’s reply. There was a prolonged discussion on the demand under the head Civil 
Works. A cut motion to discuss the need for grants to district boards for construction 
of roads was pressed to a division and lost. After two other demands had been voted, 
guillotine was applied and the rest of the demands were passed. 

Bande M vtaram in Schools 

The adjournment motion, in the name of Mr. Afohiuddin Ahmed, to diseuss the 
situation arising out of incidents connected witli the singing of the Bande Mataram 
song in schools, was taken u]) next. The mover, narrating the incidents, alleged that 
Muslim students, who obiot*ted to the song, were assaulted by Hindus, Ixith students 
and outsiders. Oonsidcrable heat was generated in the course of the .deiiate wheil 
Muslim members warnccl the Ciovernment of the grave and tragic possibilities that 
were likely to follow if they did not settle quickly tlie q^icstiou of the singing of 
Bande Mataram and the hoisting of the tri-emour nag which, they allegecL amounted 
to tyranny of the majority over the minority. Cries of ‘‘shame’* and “withdraw” from 
the Congress benches greeted Mr. Jaffar Jmam (Muslim League) when he said that 
Muslims did not consider Bande Mataram as the national song and added that those 
(Muslims) who did had sold themselves. He challenged Congressmen to ^ hoist the 
tri-colour flag on Government House or the Assembly Chamber. Replying to the 
debate. Dr. Syed Mahmud, Minister for Education, refuted the charge tlwt the 
xnajority was trampling over the minority. While reiterating the Congress claim that 
tri-colour flag was a national flag, he described how the tri-colour flag and the 
Bande Maia yp yii song came to be the major symbols of the Congress fight for free- 
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dook Aft GafmmmV% kitentioas in ^ matter had been entirdjy misimdentood. 
l&e femoval of Uie ban on tAe tri-coloar flag meant Uiat it eoald now be hoisted 
on edneatlonal kisthiitloBS, but did not meant that hoisting would be done without 
tia permission of tho authorities of the institutions concerned. He added that the 
Gkmmrnent had left the decision in the matter with tiie authorities of the institutions. 
But m view of the leoent controversy, the Government had issued instructions to 
them that befm reaching a dedsion, due consideration must be paid to the reaction 
of the general public if permission to hoist the flag was accorded. While Mr. 
Mahomed Shafi was speaking, the clock struck seven and the motion was talked out. 

Echo Of Firiko In Bakna Village 

7th. FEBRUARY The House discuBsed to-day a motion of Mr. Govind Pati 
Tiwari (Coalitioin to discuss the recent firing by the police in Barna, Darbhanga 
IHstrict, during Bakrid resulting in one being killed ana three being injured. Mov- 
ing the motion. Pandit Tiwari recounted the incidents leading to the disturbance 
and suggested the possibility of casualties being larger than estimated officially. 
Ho questioned the justification for firing and urged that steps should be taken 
to prevent hardship due to further arrests. Several Congress members expressed 
dissatisfaction at the Government’s reply and urged a thorough investigation into 
the justification for firing. Winding up the dc))ate, the Premier said that it was 
not pleasant for a popular Government to defend an action involving filing by 
the police. It had oecn urged that more police should have been detailed earlier to 
prevent the incident; yet firing had been criticised severely by members. The 



tiic sai^ifice of cows in exercise of their religious rights. Hindus, oa the other 
hand, attached difTcrent attachment to the cow, which they worship])ed. It had been 
disputed whether the cusiom of cow sacrifice existed in that village. His information 
was that the custom existed there. The forces at the disposal of the Govern- 
ment ivere limited and had to meet any eventuality. On .Tanuary 23 and 25 
last, the Premier statwl, the authorities visited the scene of the incident and 
when apprehension of a breach of the peace was realised, a liolice ^ force was de- 
puted Co meet the silnatioii. The man who was responsible for raising the agita- 
tion w'as approached by the authorities and gave on assurance that nothing un- 
toward would happen. Proper steps had been taken to sec that peace was main- 
tained. Firing was ordered as the last resort. If firing had not been resorted 
to more lives would have been lost. He assured the House that he would consider 
the points raised by members in the course of the debate. The motion was talked nut. 

Ti.oom IX NiiRTH Bihar 

The House discussed an unofficial resolution moved by ISIr. Ramvhqnran Sinha 
(Congress), which recommended to the Government to take immediate i^teps for the 
prevention of floods in North Bihar. The House at this stage adjourn^ till the 
n^t day, the 8th. February, when several Congress members criticised the Govern- 
ment for not having taken any ])raetical steps so far for the mitigation of floods. 
Suggestions were made for raising a loan to finance a comprehensive scheme to 
check effectively the hardships caused by the frequent floods, and to appoint exj^erts 
to investigate the problem. Others drew the attention of the Government to the 
immediate needs following the floods. Mr. Jimut bahan Sen^ Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, said that he explained yesterday the measures already taken by the Government 
to with the flood problem. Referring to the recommendations of the Conference, 
held at Patna last year to evolove a |)olicy to be adopted by the Government regard- 
ing the contractions of bunds^ he said tnat the Government were not committed 
either to a plo-bund or an anti-bund policy, but 'would follow the middle coume, 
namely, to construct bunds where necessary after consulting experts. A special 
Flood Officer had been appointed and the Government were engaged in conducting 
a survey of the Kosl area in North Bihar, which was subjected to heavy floods. Mr. 
A. N, Sinha^ Finance Minister, referring to minor irrigation scheme prepared by 
the Government, said that it would prove beneficial both to land-lo ds and tenants 
by increasing the earning capai*ity of the people of those areas. Incidentally, 
it would be conducive to mitigating the tUstress caused by the floods. The resolu- 
tkm was withdrawn. 

Control Act at Work 

flUi. to 9tii. FEBRUARY next resolution, moved by Mr. Harbane Sahay 

(Gongreisli advocated the appshstment of a committee to inquire into tte Sugar Fac- 
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iorieBi Oemtral Act of 1937 ant! the ralea mnde thminte. Ihe mover qaeBtkmed the 
i^tty of the Act and the rales so f la as the peasants were omtccrned, aiid doabted 
whether the Act had proved to be of any benefit to the latter. The rales, he said, had not 
resulted in an increased yield of sugarcane crops in reserved and assigned areas, 
^ere was a sharp diflbrence of opinion on the resolution, which the Government 
opposed, while most of the members, chiefly Gongms, supimrted it strongly point- 
ing out the hardships caused by the Act and tiie rules to the growers owing to 
reservation. As a result of reservation, they experienced considerable difficulty in 
conveying sugarcane to the nearest millli sUtce in icuny cases the areas reserved 
or assigned to mills were situated at a peat distance. The discussion had not 
concluaed when the House adjourned till ^e next day. the filh. February, when 
Mr. A, N, Sinha, Finance Minister, replying to the debate, said that while he 
did not defend anything which could be characteriserl as a defect in the working 
of Sugarcane Act and the rules made thereunder, he did not favour the appoint- 
ment of a committee at this stage to enquire into the administration of the Act 
and. the rules, which would interfere with the freedom and normal working of 
sugar mills and thereby affect the growers adversely. The tTOvernment would 
consider carefully the criticisms and suggestions made by members for improve- 
ment ill the o{)cra(ion of the Act and the rules. After the Govern men fs re(dy the 
mover of the resolution wanted to withdraw it, hut some Muslim members 
objected ; the resolution was iircssod to u division and lost. 

' LlXilSJ.ATION FOR BK(i(;All 

lOlh. FEBRUARY : •The Assembly devoted the entire day to discussing 
non-otficial resolulion.**, one of which rci'om mended the introduction of legislation 
for declaring Ixiggary an oifonce, and )»roviding housing for old and infirm beggars 
and segregating discasetl ones. The resolution was withdrawn, after the (rovernmeufs 
reply stating that legislation on the lines recommended was imiiractical at present 
in view of tiic religious sentiments attached to begging and the large expenditure 
involved. The (rovcniment wouhl, however, investigate the whole question and 
take steps to chock beggary as fur as imsible awl segregate leprous beggars in asylums. 

The House iwreptcd a resolution urging the Govern ment to issue a statement 
explaining the steps they proiioscd to take regarding the removal of uutouchabiiity 
among the scheduled castes of the IVovincc. The iiouso tlicn adjourned till the 13th. 

Bihar Labour Enquiry 

lUtta. FEBRUARY Mr. ff. b. Chandra (Congress Labour) recommended to 
the Government to take “immediate and adequate steps against the Bengal North- 
Western Uaitway authorities for their refusal to co-oi)orare with and their discourtesy 
to the members of the Biliar Labour Enquiry Commiree.” 'J'hc resolution was 
withdrawn after a prolonged discussion and the Govcnimciu’s reply to it. The mover 
enumerated instances of “discourtesy” shown to the members of the Committee 
by the Bu()erintendent of the Lo'-o Workshops, Samastijiiir, who refused to give 
evidence or allow the Committee to>iiisixx;t the workshop. Mr. A. N, ^inAa, Minister 
for Labour, placed before the House a telegraphic communication rcircived from the 
Agent, B. N. W. Bailway, iutiiiiating that the Agent had no information al)out 
the alleged acts of discourtesy, that non-iro-opcration with the Committee was 
not intentional, and expressing his regret. The Minister said that, though all the 
details about the incidents were not available from the railway authorities, the incidents 
appeared more to be the result of a misunderstandiiig than intentional. He 
assured the House that the Government would take strong action in case it transpired 
that there was any intentional discourtesy or attempt at non-co-oi)eratiou witn the 
Committee. 

Billb Bkferred to Select committees 

The House referred the Private Irrigation Works Amendment Bill and another 
Bill to Provide for the construction, improvement and maintenance by the Provincial 
Government of certain irrigation, drainage, reclamation, sanitary improvement 
end flood alleviation works to a joint Beloct Committee of both the Houses of the 
Legislature. 

Municipal Amendment Bill 

14fh FEBRUARY The House agreed to the Finance MinisUr'e motion to 
circulate for eliciting public opinion the Municipal Amendment Bill introduced 
^ him. The Bill sought democraUsation of munici|)al bodies by means ot removal 
w the system of nomination and replaced the present joint electorate with reservatioii 
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of Mili for the Muelim oommiinitF on o population baaie. ProTieion was also made 
follie^oo-Cfptioii ol acheduled oaate memoers up to one-twdfth of the total number 
of Munidpal Gommiaidonera. The ^1 also sought to maintain purity of administra- 
tion by emnowerinff the Provincial Oovemment to remove Municipal Oommissioners 
lor misoonauot in the discharge of their duties or slackness in payment of taxes. 
Doling the debate on the Bill a suggestion for complete separate dectorates for 
Muslims was made by Opposition Muslim members while OongreBs, scheduled caste, 
and women membm demanded reservation of seats for scheduled castes and 
women on jnunbipai boards. The House then adjourned till February 20, 

Budget Sesaion— Patna— 20th. February to 26th. April 1939 

Financial Statement foe 1930-40 

Mth. FEBRUARY ‘‘Bihar will have a balanced budget for 1939-40 but it will 
only be just balanced.*’ This observation was made by the hon. Mr. Anuqrdha 
Narayan 8inha, Finance Minister, in presenting ^e Budget estimates of the 
Government of Bihar for the year 1939-40 to-day. Though no additional taxation 
measures formed part of his oudget proposals, tiie Minister indicated that he was 
ocmtemplating additional taxation and that its introduction was inevitable. He 
envisaged the possibility of a large loan, amounting to about two and a half 
crores, being floated within the next few years to finance the rural grid electri- 
fication scheme. The year 1939-40, the Minister said, is e.xpccted to oi>en with an 
opening balance of Rs. 70 lakhs. Revenue for the nex^ year is taken at Ks. 
6384 lakhs and tlic expenditure charged to revenue at Us. 537} lakhs, leaving; a 
small revenue surplus of Rs. 75,(yjO. There is also a small excess of loans reco- 
vered over loans advanced, amounting to Ks. 73 lukhs, out of which one hikh 
will be exi)ended on the completion of earthquake roconstructiou. 3*his will leave 
a surplus of Rs. 7} lakhs, which will raise the balance lo 77} lakhs. The Fi- 
nance Minister, however, indicated that more than This surplus would he nictiiircd 
to meet the supplementary demands arising during the year and the Budget was, 
therefore, barely balanced. The increase in next year's anticipated revenue over 
this year’s revised is about Rs. 10 lakhs, after allowing for a further re<.lu(aion 
of ten lakhs as a result of extension of the proliibition programme. The cxpcii- 
ditnre charged to revenue exceeds the revised estimate for (he (uirrcnt year bv 
Bik 33i la&s. 

General Discusssion of Budget 

Had. to 24lh, FEBRUARY — General discussion of the budget was resumed 
on the 22Dd ; mostly Opi^ition members panifi}>atcd in the debate. The dcvc- 
toment scheme embodied in the Buclgct came in for most criticism. Mr. if. 
Yinua, Leader of the Muslim Indciiendent Party, said that one of the roost 
importfait drawbacks of the Budget speech was that it belittled the political 
programme of the Ministry. He doubted the sincerity of the present Government 
for the welfare of the peasantry and said, that they had enacted far too many 
legislative measures to be of any real benefit to anybody. Several Muslim 
members bitterly criticised the Government for having made a grant of Rs. 
1,20,000 to the University and urged that the claim of the Aligarh University 
to receive assistance was ec|ually good. Other members |)ointcd out that 
needs in various directions m diflerent part of the province were claiming the 
attentkm of the Government. A few others acknowledged that the Finance 
Minister bad produced the best Bucket possible under the circumstances and the 
limitations in which they worked. The House had a night sitting on the 24th. 
when Mr. JSfdftman, representing the Anglo-Indians, urged the ado]>tion of bolder 
echemes for" checking fioods regardless of the cost. Mr. Jagatnarain Lai, Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, on behalf of the Government, repudiated the criticism that 
the Budget lackm vision, iraagination and courage. He denied the criticism that 
the Bnd^ <tid not represent a complete picture of the financial position of the 
pcovinoe. He pointed out that the purchasing power of the people could not be 
enhanced by a magic wand. It was governed by economic forces. The Govern- 
ment had sneoeedea in preserving the credit of the province inta'.'t. This 
condnded the budget dimassion and the House adjourned till the ICkh. March. 

VorniG ON Budget Demands 

IM. to Slat MASCSi >^Yoting on Budget demands for grants commenced on 
4e IMh. IbNik At thfl OQtaet me House took up the considmtion of “cut” 
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ipotio m to tliB donrads under the heed ^'Polioe*. The diecnseion wee oontiniied 
SS the •iwottotive qualities on the Gandhi 

Omd and tlM poMibilities of the growth of national oonsdousness among the 
iralioe force by the use of Ehaddar were pointed out throui^ a cut motion. Mr. 
AT. B, SafMu, ^ bdialf of the Government, stated that the Government had 
purchased Khadi uniforms worth Bs. 20,000 last year and this year had placed 
orders for Khadi worth Bs. 91,7^ The cut motion was withdrawn on the 
assurance given by the Government that they would buy for the police 
uniforms all the Khadi that th^ Adl-India Spinners’ Association could 
supply. The grant for Bs. 72,45,423 wtui then voted. Next day the 17fh. March 
the establishment of an Agricultural Oollc^e in the province was urged by a *'cut’* 
motion, moved against the demand under the head “Agriculture”, the aisenssion 
on which occupiM the whole day. The motion was withdrawn on the assurance 
nven by Dr. Syed Mahmud that the Cbvernment were exploring schemes for 
the complete r^rganiration of education, keeping in view the needs of agricultu- 
ral and industrial training and that the Government would examine the possibility 
of establishing an Agricultural College. The House then adjourned till Monday 
the 20th. Mardi, when it voted the demand for Ks. 10,20,736 in respect 
of agriculture, two cut motions having been withdrawn after long diseusuon. 
The motions sought to discuss the necessity for the improvement of Bachhaur 
and Shahabod breeds of cattle in the province and the '‘unsatisfactory 
work done hv the stafT and the paucity of hands” in the Agricultural 

Department. Beplying to the debate, the Government s])okesman assured 
the House that no one was keener than the Government for ^e impio- 

vement of agriculture. The Government had decided upon intensive improvement 
work in cattle breeds at two places initially, Shahabad and Bitamarhi. A scheme 
of work, prepared by exiierts invited from outside, had proved costly and the 
Government were considering a revised and more modest estimate. Next day, 
the 2l8t March, discussion on two cut motions agauist tiie demand in respect 
of "General Administration occupied the entire day’s sitting. The plea 

for appointment to Government Bervices by means of a competitive exa- 
mination was made through one cut motion, which was eventuidly with- 
drawn after an assurance by the Government that they had accepted 
the principle of making appointments by competition. Mr. K, B, Saha’ . 

Parliamentary Secretary, however, said that the necessity for satisfying territorial 
and communal claims for representation in the services did not allow the Govern- 
ment to carry out the principle. The next cut motion, which related to the 
amelioTation of the condition of the peasantry, was under discussion when the 
House adjourned till the next day, the 22nd. March, when after the Government 
spokesman had replied, the cut motion was withdrawn. A plea to hold 
the Assembly sitting at Banchi, the summer ca]>ital of Bihar, was next 
made by several speakers when Mr. Jamuna Karjee (Congress) moved 
a cut motion under the head “General Administration” to discuss the subject. 
The motion was pressed to a division and lost by 60 votes to 15. In the course 
of his reply, Mr. Krishna Ballabh Sahay, Parliamentary Secretary, pointed out 
the difficulties in the way of accepting the suggestions, namely the inadequaficy of 
accommodation at Banchi and the heavy expenditure which the proposal invoivecL 
and said t^t Government had heard the pros and cons of the case, and 
would come to a decision, after due consideration. He agi‘ecd about the necessity 
of establishing closer contact with Chota-Nagpur, but added that the adtation 
for separation of Chota-Nagpur from Bihar could not be checked by simply holding 
the sittings of the Assembly at Banchi. The House, after voting a demand for 
Be. 57,06,774 in respect of "General Administration ” adjourned till the next day, 
the 2M. March, wnen it voted, after a short discussion, a demand for Bs. 
24,000 to defray the charges in respect of a capital outlay in regard to the 
electric schemes. The cut motions tabled against the demand were not moved m 
the Finance Mini$tttr suggested that the Government policy with regard to electri- 
fication would be the better discussed during the debate on the supplementary 
demand on April 4. The Houb«. took up the demand for "Irrigation” and 
discussed two cut motions against it. Beplying to the debate on ^rst cut 
motion which sou^t to discuss the desirability of 


lor 


- ^ - making adequate ai^gementa 

-jn 4n l^orth Bihar, Mr. A. Sinha said that the operation pf tM 

passed by the House in connection with major and .minor irrigation .wcm 

would go a long way to removing the want of irrigational facilities in the pianos. The 
out motion was witiiSmwn, ana the House adjourned till the next day, the Mh. 

81 
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whm it ooBsiderad the fourtih supidem^tftry statement of ezpenditare for 1938-39 to* 
^y. All demands, except a token demand for Bs. 15 to defray the charges in respect 
of preliminary expenditure on the ^electrification scheme, were roted without 
ditouseion. Alter prolonged discussion, a cut motion moved agmnst the supplemen- 
tary budget in connection with the demand for the electrification scheme was 
negattved without a division and the token demand was voted. Mr. Wilson Haigh 
(<£ota Nagpur, European), moving the cut motion, urged the desirability of explo- 
ring further, facilities for buying .electric power before embarking upon the scheme 
of building a Government generating station. He also suggested that foreign 
expert oinnion be invited on the scheme. He oppos^ the suggestion of 
having a centi^ power station and advised a grid system by linking the* existing 
power houses on the gi’oand of the possibility of a province- wide breakdown in 
the case of sabotage or a natural catastrophe. ^Ir. J, N, Lai, Parliamentary 
Secretary, replying, said that there was no necessity for consulting foreign experts, 
since &e Technical Committee, which had examined the s(?heme, contained all- 
India experts, who had practical working experience of similar schemes in the 
country. Bihar was better fitted for the scheme in view of its better resources 
than other provinces. He said that the Government disapproved of the grid 
Boheme and also Mr. Haigh’s suggestion for buying power from private concerns. 
Thtf House adjourned till Monday next, the 27th. March, when it discussed 
and voted budget, demands under the heads ^Irrigation-’ and ^Medical.' 
After discussion of u cut motion, during which the nceil for a comprehensive 
scheme of irrigation and prevention for ficxxls for the l^rovince was emphasised, 
the demand for Bs. 14,58,567 was voted. Next day the 30th. March a budget 
demand for Bs. 25,240 to defray the charges in re8i)ec‘t of collection of Agri- 
cultural Income-tax was moved by the Finance Minister, Mr. C, P. N. Stnha. The 
Leader of the Opposition, moving a **cut” motion, pleaded for the postponement 
of the operation of agricultural income-tax for one or two years, on the ground 
of the inability of the zaminders to shoulder the burden of taxation at present. 
The Anance Minister^ relying, regretted that the Government could not agree 
to the suggestion. He said that the Government were fully aware of the condition 
of the camindars and would instruct officers not to be unduly exacting in the assess- 
ment and realisation of the tax. He also said that since the tax was based on the 
net income of landlords, it took cognisance of poor rent collections. The House 
vested the amendment, and voted the demand, as also other demands in respect of 
loans and advances by the Provincial Government, stamps and pensions, no *'cut” 
motions being moved in respect f these three demands. The House adjourned till 
the next day, the 81st. March, when a cut motion kgainst the demand for Education, 
which was discussed the whole day, also came under the guillotine, which was 
apriied at 5 p. m. The cut motion sought to discuss the Wardha education scheme 
and raised a protest from Opposition Muslim benches against the secularity of the 
adheme. Dr. 8wd Mahmud, Education Minister, replying, said that tbe s^eme 
made provision for moral instruction, which included the general principles of Islam 
and other religions, but he regretted that, owing to financial difficulties, the provision 
of teachers for the difierent sects for giving religious instruction in particular faiths 
was not possible. However, the school huudings, he assured them, would be available 
to all communities for organising religious classes at their own expense. With regard 
to oo-education, the Minister said that the scheme as applied in Bihar did not contem- 
plate co-education. Teaching in basic crafts was considered necessary by m^em 
educationists. The guillotine at this stage was applied and all the 24 remaining 
demands were pa8se£ Voting on Budget demands then concluded and the House 
a^umed tijl^ the 8fd. April. 

iNOiUsiON OF Excluded Akeas 


M. APRIL The Assembly to-day passed unanimously the resolution moved 
by tftie Prima Minister on March 30, recommending to the Government of Bihar 
**iludr His Majesty’s Government be moved through the Government of India and 
the Secretary of State to rq>eal the provisions of the Government of India Act of 
193&, which distinguish the Excluded and the Partially Excluded Areas fzom other 
territories in Britiw In^ so that these areas be brought completely under the su- 
pervision and control their respective Besponsible Governments. Support was 
tent to the resolution by all iscitidns M the House. Messrs, lanes Beck and Boniface 
Lukra (Ooslition Abortefosik JfhBe supporting the resolution, wanted a career of 
*self-determinism” for Ohottt Hagpnr. Mr. ipnes Beck said that the Abox^al 
Tribes residing in the Exsolndei Areas wanted protection, but did not went seclusiOD^ 



He invited the present Ministry to win the confidence of the Aboriginal peoid^ 
saying that they preferred to have protecrion froih thrir own countrymen. The totid 
number of Aboriginals all over the country stood at about twenty-three millions, and 
these riiould not be ignored. 

Muslim Wakfb Bill 

4th. APRIL The Assembly considered the Bihar Muslim Wakfs Bill intro- 
duced by Dr. 8yed Mahmud^ Education Minister, and referred it to a sdect commit- 
tee. The Bill sought to ensure proper adx|iniatration of Wakfs by a Wakf Board, the 
entiirc cost of which will be borne throlij^ the levy of a contribution from Wakf 
estates in the province. The Government agreed to the suggestion made by Mr. 
Tajamul Hussain (Muslim Independent) to consult ulemas. 

The Markets & Dealers Bill 

Bih. APRIL Dr. 8yed Mahmud^ Minister for Education and Devriopment, in- 
troduced to-day, the Bihar Markets and Dealers Bill, designed to provide for better 
control and reflation of markets, end for licensing shops and certain kinds of 
dealers in the province of Bihar. After a brief discussion, the House agreed to cir- 
culate the Bill for eliciting public opinion. The Assembly then adjourned ml April 12. 

Private Irrigation Amend. Bill 

12th. APRIL The House held a brief sitting to-day and passed, with slight 
modifications, the Bihar and Orissa Private Irrigation Works (Bihar Amendment) 
Bill as reported by a joint committee of both the Houses. The amending Bill 
sought to remove certain defects in the original Act and empowered the Collector to 
construct and repair small imgation works and realise the cost from the persons 
benefitted. The House then adjourned till April 24. 

Motor Spirit Taxation Bill 

24lh. APRIL I'—The House proceeded with the consideration of official Bill to-day 
and passed into, law the first taxation measure adumbrated in the Budiget speech (u 
the Finance Minister, in which he had pointed out that the Government needed 
additional revenue to implement the various development schemes undertaken 
by them. This was the Bihar Motor Sidrit Taxation on Sales Bill, imposing a tax on all 
retail sales of motor spirit in the province at the rate of one anna six pies 
per gallon. The Bill provided for the registration of retail dealers in motor 
spirit. Unregistered dealers will not be permitted to sell such spirit in retail. 

Lac Control Bill 

Dr. Syed Mahmud, Devcloi^ment Minister, next moved tor the refei’ence to 
a Select Committee of the Bihar Lac Control Bill, which aimed at the rehabi- 
litation of the Lac industry safeguai’ding the interests of growers and small 
traders, regulating prices, iiconsing manutacturers, and constituting a Lac Control 
Board, consisting of representatives of the important lac-growing provinces and 
States to advise the Government on all important matters connected with the 
administration of the Bill when enacted. DisciisRion on the motion had not 
concluded when the House adjourned till Monday next, the 25th. April, when 
Bill was referred to a select committee. The Oppositic. motion for circulation 
of the Bill to elicit public opinion was negatived. 

Immoral Traffic Suppression Bi^l 

The Government next sought permission to introduce the Bihar Suppression 
of Immoral Trallic Bill. A discussion arose^ on a point of order, whet^ the 
Bill could be introduced, in view of a similar private Bill having been introdu- 
ced earlier in the session by Mr. Tajamul Hussain. Khan Bahadur 8aghirul 
Hague, who occupied the chair in the absence of the B] caker, pointed out that 
under the rules a motion identical to the one introduced earlier in the ^ session 
could not be introduced. Giving his ruling on the subjei-t of admissibility 6f 
Mr. Jaglal Choudhry’s Bill, Khan Bahadur Saghirul Hauue said that he had 
r»d carefully the ruling of Mr. Khaja Noor, I’resident of the old Bihar Legisla- 
tive Council as well as tliat of Sir B. K. Shanmukliam Cbetti. Ho was unable 
to see eye to eye with the Government with regard to the interpretation of the 
term '^decision” as used in the rule. That teim, in the opinion of the Chairman, 
could only mean either the final acceptance or rejection of the measuie and not 
Mme demaion with regai'd to any invermediaiy step such as chreulation or 
wrenoe to select committee. 
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Aomoultubal iHOom-TAx Biu 
Tlie FiMMt Miniiter Umb iatroduced • dunt KIl entitled the Khar Agii* 
omtaial Incometaz (Second Amendment) KU, which was paased qnicUy. 

Fbitatb Ibbiqatios Wobxb Bill 

tath. AfSIL The House cohddeied to-day clanae by danse and passed the 
BUur Fiirate Irrigation Works Bill, as reported by the Bdect Committee. The 
Hoose then adjonmed sins die. 


Proceedings of the Bihar Council 

Winter Settion— Bihar— 24th. January to 14th. February 1939 

^BE Tenancy &, Land Eevbnue Sales Bills 

The Winter Session of the Bihar Ijedelative Council commenced at Patna on the 
24tli. January, 198S. Turo non-oflicial bills, the Bihar Tenancy Second Amendment Bill 
and the Bihar Land Revenue Sales Amendment Bill, were disposed of. Ihe first Bill, 
which nought to widen the scope uf the giounds on which an application would 
be made to a District Judge for the appointment of a common manlier for the 
admini'-tration :f joint estates, was referred to a Select Committee. The second 
Bill providing for information of the sale of an estate in default of land revenue 
being communicated directly to the pro])rietor concerned evoked much discussion 
after which the House agreed to circulate the Bill for eliciting public opinion 

The Council also granted permission for the introduction of 8 non-official 
Bills. Such Bills introduced were Bihar Prevention of Hindu Bigamous Marriage 
Bill, Bihar Iiegislative Members’ Privileges and Powers Bill, Bihar Tenancy 
Second Amendment Bill, Bihar Land Revenue Bales Amendment Bill, Bihar 
Prevention of Unequal Marriage Bill and Bihar Public Demands Kecovery 
Amendment Bill. Mr. Mobarnk AH moved that the Bihar Tenancy Second 
Amendment Bill be referred to a Select Committee. Mr. Ali said that the 
object of the Bill was to provide for mai^agement of co-siiarers’ estate by 
common manager. He said that in many cases co-sharcrs of estates even did not 
know as to how many shares they had in that csinte. So, it would be better 
to make a law for the appointment of a common manager to such estates having 
a number of co-sharcrs. The Advocate-General informed the House that the 
€k>vernment bad no objection to the Bill but he pointed ouw that the appointment of 
^ a common manager might entail hardship on the co-sharers as they would be 
required to meet the cost of common management. On unanimous opinion of the 
Bouse, Mr. Mobarak All’s Bill was referred to a Select Committee. The House 
then adjourned till the 6th. Febmary. 

Non-official Biij^ Discussed 

6th. FEBRUARY The Council to-day refused to take into consideration the 
Bihar Cess Amendment Bill, 1939, by 11 votes to 8. The Bill, which stood in 
the name of Mr. Mobarak AH, sought to make estates that fall in default liable 
for reebv^ of arrears. 

Mr. ^Maheahwar Prasad Na,'ayan Singh* s Bill to amend the Bihar Tenancy 
Act of 1938 was withdrawn after the Qovernment’s assurance that Bills of a more 
comradiensive nature rdatirg to tenancy reforfas would be brought forward by 
the i^emment early in April next 

After prolonged debate, Mr. Punyadeo RAama withdrew the Hindu Biga- 
mouB Marriages HU. The Prims Minister said that the Government were opposed 
to the Bill, firstly, because bigamy was not prevalent in India, and, secondly, 
provincial legislation would not improve the position as it waa imppaaible to restrict 
pecg>le marrying outude the Province. Such legialation by the Cratral Aaaembly 
would be better, as it could be enforced on ell provinces. 

Another ao^ uieastti^ brob|^ forward by the same member to prevent 
unequal marriages waa agreed to be circulated to elicit public opinion. Two Billa 
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in tiba name of Mr. Gursahay Lai, Bihar Lwislature Memben’ PrivilagM and 
Powara Bill and the Bihar Tenancy Amendinent Bill were withdrawn hy 
the mover. 

The House referred to a Select Committee the Bihar Land J^enue Bales 
Amendment Bill moved by Mr. Uobarak AH, which was desisned to give informs- 
tkm regarding sale of an estate in default of payment of land revenue directly to 
the proprietor. 

Non-officials Bal^LUTioNS Dibgcssed 

7th. FEBRUARY The Council commenoed the discussion of non-official resolu- 
tion on the 7th. and continued it on the next few days. Khan Bahadur lamail moved 
the following resolution ^This Council recommenas to the Goyemment of Bihar to 
be pleased to recommend to the Government of India that the rate of interest fixed 
at four and five per cent on A and B class of loans respMtivdy advanced to sufferers 
of eathquake under the Natural Calamities Act be reduced to two per cent per annum 
in view of the perpetual economic depression and other caus^ affecting adversely the 
means and resources of debtors.*’ The Khan Bahadur said that in 1936 there occurred 
terrible earthquake rendering the i^eopie of Bihar homeless and causing immense Ion 
to them. The Bihar Government secured considerable amount of money from.Iudia 
Government and distributed it among sufferers by way of loans. Boon after there 
was economic depression, which crippled the resources of the people specially the 
borrowers. They were rendered unaole to ]my the high rate of interest on ^eir loans. 
6o it was highly desirable that the rate of interest on this loan be reduced to two per 
cent Mrs. Mnlcoivt Sivg:-. moved an amendment that no amount of interest be hence- 
forth realised from tlie borrowers. On the permission of the House the resolution and the 
amendment was withdrawn. On the next day, the 8th. February, a resolution moved 
by Mr. Satiah Chandra Sinha recommended to the Government to take necessary 
steps for conveying to His Majesty’s Government a request for • constituting the 
Chota Nagpur division and the Bantal Parganas district into a separate Governor’s 
Province. The mover dwelt at length on the history of the above area and the need 
for its formation as a separate ])roviiice. He also detailed the racial, cultural, geo-f 
graphical geological, financial and |X)litical reasons for the constitution of a separate 
province. Bcplying to tlie debate, the Prime Minister said that the question had 
been examin^ at length. The principal reasons why the area should not be cons- 
tituted as a senarate province, he said, were linguistic and cultural. The area could 
not be attached to Bengal. The aboriginal population formed twenty-five r)er cent of 
the total population of the area. On this ground also separation could not be 
advocated. The tract w'as more similar to Bihar both linguistically and culturally. 
The Premier quoted ligurcs extensively in siq^piort of his argument. He added that sepa- 
ration would result only in additional taxatioii to meet the cost of administration 
of ^tbe territory which was still a backward area. The present Government had already 
adopted various measures for the amelioration of the inhabitants of Chota Nagpur. 
A resolution recommending the establishment of boaids in each division in 
order to bring about better relations between landlords and tenants, ns also between 
creditors and debtors and to settle disputes between them was moved by Mr. Our 
Sahay Lull and lost by 7 votes to 1. 

Mica Repealing Bill 

10th. FEBRUARY The House discussed non-official Bills to day. Rat Prijraj 
Krishna moved that the Bihar Mica Repealing Bill as passed by the Legislative 
Assembly be taken into consideration. The mover said that the Mica Act was doing 
immense haim to the small mica industrialists. It had the effect of confining the 
mica industry in the hands of a few big miners. Its working had pro /ed that the 
small dealers had been driven out altogether from the field of mica business. 
Besides this the purpose for which the Act was enforced was not altogether served. 
All the people in the mica area had been vehemently opposed to the Act. Tlie 
Government also had very insufficient income from the working of this Act. Thm 
WAS therefore no reason w^ this Act would be retained on the Statute Book* It 
must be repealed outright The House unanimously passed the Bill. 

Fuelic Safety Act Repeal Bill 

The Council next considered the Bill meant to repeal the Bihar Public Safety 
Act Mr. Brijnandan Prasad moved that the Bihar Public Safety Rqicaling Bill aa 
passed by the Legislative Assembly be taken into consideration. Mr. Mobarak AH 
said that he was under impression that all the other repressive measures would be 
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iwiB>l<id llim iim«tiU tile Odininal LkwAmendiiieittAfit and odMrniiceaaiTOUini 
eiiatteg. He hoped that looh maaeumi would aleo be npealed. He wanted the 
OcrramnMat to eee that the lepeelingot thia Pnblio Safety Aet might notenoounm 
tike MOfile for no-nut eempwgn. 3hie Act was bong repealed but the 0. L D. 
po^ were atiU npoiting meetinga and dogchtR tiie people. The Ml wae then 
(iiMd 

Agbigultttbal Isoomb Tax Biii« 

The Hooie then iook up the consideration of the Bihar A^cultural Income-Tax 
(AmendmeDt) Bill. Mr. Mdarak AH demanded that letters and notices sent ihroii(^ 
under section 42A of this Act should be sent by legistered ensdope to ensure its 
fsoeipt. The Bill was unimimously passed. 

Mokby-lbndbrb (Bbguultiob of Teansagtxonb) Bill 

The House then took into consideration the Bihar Money-Lenders (Eepilstion 
of Iksnsactiohs) Bill. Mr. Omahai Lai demanded that the provisions of w pre- 
Sjont BUI mid me ^har Money-Lenders Act should be embodied In one ccunpre- 
hensm HIL Thmp was no reason why the present Bill and the Mon^-Lenders Act 
iriboitid work separately. The AdvacaU-QoMral did not agree with the suggestion. 
The fiiU was then unanimously passed. 

FhlTATB lEBIOATIOH WOBKB Boii 

14lh« WMSQAXf Brijraj Krishna noved that the Bihar Private Irri^^on 

Works fAmendmeut) Bill and the Bihar Minor Irrigation, Drainage, Agriciutural 
tend SerlamaticMai Sanitary Improvement and Plood Alleviation Works be 
vAxoasA to a Joint Bdeot Committee. The House then adjourned till the 20th. Fd^ary. 


Bildfet Seaexoii— Ptttaa— 20lb. February to 27lb. March 1939 

Bands Matabam in Schools 

The Budget session of the Council commenced on the tOth. Febrnavy when 
after the presehtat ion and reading out of the Budget the Coiuicil adjourned till the 
SBtk. Ifami when replying to a question of Khan Bahadur Ismail regarding the 
Hntional Flag hoisting and *'Bande Mataram” song in schools and colleges, Dr. 
Mahmud said that the Government were aware tiiat hoisting of the National Flag 
and singing of ^fiancie Matarum” song had been made a ground of resentment by a 
section of Muslims, but they believed that their policy in regard to these, two matteis 
had been misconstrued and misrepresented. The policy of the Government with 
regard to, these was that in educational institutions the National Flag could be 
hoisted over the buildings only with the pei mission of the school or college authori- 
ties. If ti e latter gave such a yeimisdou the Government would not interfere with 
theiT discretion, provided the said peimiasion was in respect of the National Flag. 
With regard to the "Baiide Matram^ song, Lr. A.olimud expressed regret that their 
pdicy had been entirely misv.ndei stood. All action that the Government had taken 
In regard to this song had been accoiding to the seiitimenls of a section of the Muslim 
community. It was according to the wi^es of the Muslims that the Government 
had deoided to impose cm'tain reatrictiona on the singing of ‘*Bande Matram*’ song 
in BchoolB and colleges. Continuing Dr. Mahmud said that the first two stanzas of 
the song fgpitained in them absQlittely nothing tiiat was either objectionable from 
religious or any other )x>ints of view or that could offend the susceptibility of any 
bommunity. The Goveinment regarded the first two stanzas wholly unexceptionable 
but even then they had impressed upon the authorities of the schools and the collem 
that the ainmng of the first two stanzas should -bo made obligatory. Proceeding, tiie 
Mimster sola that the Government had issued instructions encouraging the singing 
el late Mr. Iqbal’s song. Tlie Government bad thus tried to meet the objections of 
tine Mussalmans in so far as they had intrinsic value. Proceeding further the Minis- 
ter eaid that the Govemmmt had removed the ban that existed against the NationM 
Flag end the **Bande Matondn’’ eong but they would never insist the school or the 
obllege authorities’ hobtix^ of thel^. 

Thm^ter the Hom lleld a general discussion of the Budget from the 16th. 
to the 20t!h* March and the loatm Bupplem^tary Budget on the 27th. March, 
itfter which it adjoittiied Mna Ms. # ^ 
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liiOr Setriim— Patna— 4di. to 18th. May 1939 

Mubicipal Ambhduebt Bill 

The Majjaesskm of the Council commenced on the itfa. May 1989 and held a very 
biief aittioK. The House considered the anj^intment of a Joint Select Committee of both 
the Chambers for reporting on the Bmar Municipal Amendment Bill 1939. The 
motion proposiim names from the Upper ^pnae. movm by Mr. Hai Brijraj Ktiihfui, 
lioader of the Confess Party in the Cbi^-ii, was passed after a short discussion 
on the merits of the new system of joint dectorates with reservation of seats for 
minorities, envisaged by the Municipal Amendment Bill. Kkan Bahadur Umaii, 
Leadmr of the Opposition, protesting against the system, said that it was not aoc^ 
table to Muslims. He also said that no Muslim member of the House would agree 
to serve on the Joint Select Committee as long as this provision was not changed, 
^en if one or two Mudim members agreed, they would not be reui'esentative of 
Muslim opinion and their agreement to the provisions of the Bill would not be seo^ 
table to the Muslims. The President said that co-operation in the work of a Bdeot 
Committee could not be interpreted as agreement with the provisions of the BUI. 
The Leader of the Congress Party and other membeiB of the Bouse stressed the need 
to the leader of the Ot^position lending his services and said that his services and 
eounsd were indispensable. It was also pointed out that Oan Bahadur Ismail 
could help in changing the provisions of the Bill which he considered to be unded- 
rable by serving on the Committee. The motion, which included Khan Bahadur 
Ismairs name in *thi personnel of the Committee, was passed. The House then 
adjourned till the 8th. 

Aorioultuiial Income-tax Amend. Bill 

8th. MAT Council passed the Bihar AsmulUiral Income-tax (Amead- 
ment) Bill and considcr3d seven clauses of the, Bihar Private Irrigation Woilr 
(AnK^meiit) BUI. When the Biliar Agriculture income-tax (Amendment) Blil 
was nnder dwussion, Mr. Uobarak Alt moved an amendment to provide that an 
asaessee would have right to sue the Government in law court to question the 
valioi^ of a notioe of assessment and he would be entitled to realise mm them the 
cost of such suit. Bubsequentiy he withdrew this amendment and moved another to 
premde that if an aseessee sued the Government in civil court to question the vali- 
dity of the notice of asBessment of this tax issued against him before the StHb. 
April 1839, he would be entitled to recrive cost of his suit. 

PKITATB IHBIGATiOK WOHKS AmBND. BuJ 

Mr. Brijnandan Prasad next moved that the Bihar Fiivate Irrigation Works 
( Amendment ) Bill be taken into consideration. The mover said that the 
obj^ of the BUI was to compd the landlords to give sufficient irrigational 
famUties to the kisans by amending the Bihar Private Imgation Worn Act 
The lands wmre deteriorating day by day the effect of Which was that firs 
kisans were unable to raise more crop. This Bill was intended to restore 
the whole irrigation system of Bihar so that the kisans might have enoufd^ 
facilities for irrigation to improve their lands to raise more crop. 

THE Public Woekb Bh^l 

Gtk. MAT :->The CouncU lo-day passed the Bihar Private Irrigation Works 
(Amendment) Bill and began the cemsideration of the Bihar Public Worn BUI. Mr. 
Oureahai Lai distinguished the two BUls by stating that the ti mending BUI aimed at 
the improvement of inner system of a irrigation of village while the Bihar Publio 
Works Bill, which was a new measure, was intended to construct and maintain outer 
system of irrigation. T^ inner system consisted in storing water of vUlsge inside it 
to irrigation purposes, while the outer system comprised of bringing water from oot- 
ride places ana storing the same in village. The Bill also aimed at reclaiming waste 
lands, draining out superfluous water, maintaining viUage sanitation etc. The BiU was 
passed on the next day, the toth. May. 

Motor Spirits Taxation Bill 

^ Brijraj Krishna, Leader of the Ccnmfsss Parte, moved 

tiiat the ^har Motor fipirito BUI be taken into oonsideiAtfon. The Oppositioa 
vvanted the Bill to be xefenedto a Select Committee. The House agreed to 
adjourn in order to discuss the matter outside and arrive at an agreement if 
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poulble. Hie Honee leaeaembled at 2 p. m., but adi<Kirnad to the day without 
anivkig at a deoidon whether the Bill idiould be referred to a eeieot committee or not. 

Mbabubsb to Ghbok Communal Tboublbb 

ISIh. MAY After passing the first reading of the Motor Spirit ( Taxation 
on Sales } Bill, the Council oiscussed this after-noon the adjournment motion 
moved by Khan Bahadur 8, M. Ismail regarding the instructions issued by 
the Government recently with rvard to the policy to be followed by officers 
in communal troubles. Moving his motion, Khan Bahadur S. M. Ismidl said 
that, without censuring the Government, he wanted to know the circumstances 
that led the Cavern men t adopting the "drastic measures.” He wanted the Gkivem- 
ment to convince the House of the need for issuing such orders, and contended 
that the mere fact of what happened in \ Gaya on May 6 and 7 did not 
constitute bubstantial ground for the Government arriving at such a decision. 
Some members emphasised the need for vigilance on the part of the Government 
to prevent officers from misusing the powers conferred by the orders. The 
Finance Minister, Mr. A. Sinha^ replying to the debate, said that the orders 
had been issued owing to the generally strained communal relations in the 
province and to prevent a further deterioration of the situation. He said that 
the Government were fully aware of their responsibilities, and assured the 
House that the powers given, to officers would not be abused. After the motion 
had been talked out, the House adjourned till the 15th. 

Motob KriRiTs Taxation Bill (contd.) 

16th. MAY :-Thc Bihar Motor Spirit ( Taxation on Sales ) Bill was passed 
by tlie Council to-day. !Mr. Oursahay LaVs amendment seeking reduction of 
the rates of taxation from one and a half annas to one anna was lost by 
ten votes to three. Several amendments, mainly of a drafting nature, were 
adopted. As a result of an official amendment being accented the penalty for 
an unauthorised retail sales of motor spirit was rerluceci from Bs. 1,000 to 
Rs. 600. A new danse, providing for exemption to any motor spirits or class of 
motor spirits by notification, was added by an official amendment. The House then 
adjourned till the 18th. May, when after twenty minutes’ sitting during which the 
Binar and Orissa Places of Pilgrimage (Bihar Amendment) Bill, passed by the 
Assembly, was laid on the table. Thereafter the House was prorogued 
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Proceedings of the Assam Assembly 

Budget Session— Shillong — 9th. Mftrch to 6th. April 1939 

Financial Statement for 1939-40 

The Budget session of the Assam Legislative Assembly commenc^ at 
Shillong on the 9th. March 1989 witli Mr. Baftanta Kurnur Das, Speaker in -the 
chair. After interpellations, tlie Finance Minister, the Hon’ble Mr. Fakhruddin AH 
Ahmed presented the Budget for the year 1930-40 and in doing so said “It 
should hot be forgotten that we are carrying on the Government in the 
province under an irresponsible Centre, and almost under the shadow of 
the scheme of the All-1 nuLa Federation which has been rejected not onlv by 
the National CoiigrcBS but also by other i)olitical organisations and the Princes 
and the people of the States’’. The following is the Budget at a glince : 

Revenue Receipt for 1938-39 2,64,24,000. Revenue Expenditure 2,68.86,000. 

Deficit 4,62.000. The Budget Estimates for 1039-40 show a deficit of Rs. ITjfiOiOOD. 
Receipts are expected to total Rs. 2,84,43,000 and expenditure Rs. 30134,000. 

The Finance Minister announced that the Government proposed to bring in 
Hve taxation measures immediately, the important being the levy of a tax on 
agricultural incomes, petrol and lubricant oil. Others are tax on amusement, 
betting, foreign liquor and ocher articles of luxuiy. The Minister said that 
levy of a. tax on agricultural produce was .jestimated to bring in a revenue of 
about Rs 25 lakhs. The (Toverument proposed to spend a portion of the amount 
from this source on the labour population in tea gardens. The tax, at the rate 
of two annas per gallon on petrol and three annas on lubricant oil, was 
estimated to bring an income of about Rs. 4 lakhs a year. Another measure 
lor which the assent of tlie House was being sought was levy of a taxon 
the sale of goods. The Finance Minister observed, 'Tf the T.iegiBlature will pass 
these measures at an early date and we are assisted by all sections of people 
in tappinjg the sources of the provinces, we hope to have in 1939-40 not only 
sufficient revenue to cover the deficit which has been shown above but also 
something to spare for supplementary grants for the purpose of pushing our 
schemes of improvement either actually formulated or in we course of preparation. 
Honourable Members will have realised that the net result of all these transac- 
tions for future year is that we may expect a revenue surplus of about Rs. 12 
lakhs at the close of the year. Taxation is never popular. I nave this satisfaction 
that the ^dxes I have proposed are neither harsh nor such as incidence of which 
will fall on the poor. Th^ have, on the other hand, been resorted to with a view 
to carrying out our programme of prohibition and Rejects for additional expendi- 
ture for national devf)lopment and rejionstruction. The |)Olicy of the Government 
in gett^ rid of drink and opium revenue will increase the spending power of the 
masses which will mean corresponding benefit to the agricaltuHsts and trading 
' dsflm as the masses, with more money to spare, will epend it on the purchase w 
goods. The Government propose to take a loan of Rs. oO lal^s, payable after ^ 
yean,'with a Sinking Fund to which an annual contribution of Re. 2,15,000 will 
be made from revenue in order to pay off outstanding dues to enable the Government 
to grant a loan to tecai ^od^ to their water supply ‘sifiiemes and^ also start schemes 
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AOBIOULTUBAL IVOOUB-TA3t BlLL 

lOfh. ItARCB The Assembly divided twice in the coarse of 15 minutes this 
evening to tske a decision on the Assam Agricultural Income-Tax Bill, 1939, intro- 
duced by the Finance Minieter. The Finance Minister also moved that the Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of six members. Sir Mohd, Saadulla, Leader 
of the Opposition, moved an amendment to circulate the Bill for eliciting public 
opinion, which after discussion occupying two hours, was negatived by 56 votes to 
The European Group cn6/oe Temaihed neutral. When the orimnal motion came be- 
fore the House, the Opposition again clilitiicda division, but the original motion was 
carried by 56 votes to 31. This tim# t^sc European Group voted against the 
C^vernment, As many as ten Hpenkers participated in the discussion. The Opposition 
members mainly . attacked tlie Bill on the ground tliol; its provisions were hasty, 
unsympathetic and complicated and suggested that a better Bill be drafted. Bupporters 
of the Bill maintained that they woulu never be found wanting when called upon to 
bear a fair share of the natiouaf burden. The House also, on the motion of the Finance 
Minister, took the Assam Bales Tax Bill 1939 into consideration. 

Genebal Discussion of Budget 

nth. to 4th. MARCH The generfd discusision of the Budget commenced on Ihe 11th. 
March. The op]:-ositiou opening the discussion criticised the budget, tliat it did not 
include measures for improvement of general condition of idl people, but had 
introduced a policy of favouritism to win over members with public thoney. some 
spiers charged tlie Government with having introduced an atmosphere of intense 
corruption and have subordinated provincial independence to the dictates of 
Congress High Command who controlled their uestiny from outside. The House 
adjourned after eight 8i)eakera had addressed it. The debate was resumed on Monday 
next, the 13th. March when only five members participated in the discussion. 
Separation d^estion of Bylhet and attitude of the Coalition Government were 
discussed. Dewan Eklimur Koza and Dr. Baikia criticised the budget and for want 
of speakers the House adjourned till the next day, the 14th. March when the 
general discussion of the Budget concluded. 

The Finance Bill 

16th. BIARCH The Assam Finance Bill. 1939 was taken into^ consideration 
to-day. Mr. Akshay Kumar Dae'e motion for approval of the Prohibition scheme 
and the exi)enditurc involved within the limits of Rs. 125,000, pending ^ submi- 
Bsion of a supplementary demand, was passed. 

A motion that the Assam Bale of Motor Bpiiits and Lubricants Bill be taken 
into consideration was then moved. The finance Aiinister, rej ‘lying to the Opposition 
criticism on this and the Finniuc BiP, said that motor buses ana lomes were not 
included in the scheme of taxation and that prorcr measiircs would be taken so that 
the extra taxation did not divert the motor dealing business from the province. 
Taxation on cycles world also be tried. Regarding the Assam Amusements and 
Betting Tax Hill, which also came up for consideration, an assurance was given 
that charity and educative shorv^s would be exempted from taxation. The ABsam 
Municipal Amendment Bill, 1938, was iiassed into law. 

Voting on Budget Demands 

18th. to 80th. MARCH '.—Voting on Budget demands for grants commenced on the 
18th. March, when the demands for grants under the bead, “Geneial Administration” 
came up for discuBBicn. Mr. Awjad Ali moved the first “cut” that the whole pro- 
vision of Rs. 44,239 under the head “CommiBsioners, which is in connection 
with the remaining post of Commissionership, be ^ refused. The mover, 
explaining the object of the motion, narrated the history of the que^on 
of the abolition of both the posts of Commissioners and 'said that both 
^ sides of the House had always advocated it. The Premier, replying, said that 
he was always ready to respect the wishes of the House and in fact the ex^m- 
ture had b^ incluaed in the estimate not at the instance of the presentMlnis- 
try but in exercise of the special responsibility of the Governor. The Premia 
further sidd t^t though arguments were put forward in BU))port of the rcteutira m the 
remaining post of ^mmissioner as b^ing necessary the Government were ready . to go 
in ^e same lobby with the opposition over the question. The cut motion was pasm 
^thout a division. Five other cut motions were next discussed and iirere either reje^e l 
^ the house or withdrawn on the aseurance given by the V*® 

House granted out of the Premier’s total ' demand, a sum of Rs. 21,^9 , «a) 0 for 
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"flcnml Administration” and then adioamed till , Monday next, the 20tli« Hueh, 
unnanal heat marked the prooeedingi when the Eeventie M%ni9Ur'$ demand for 
g;rant of a sum not exceeding Be. 2,797,000 to defray the charges of land revenue 
^ine up for discussion. Out <3 25 cuts moved 7 were discussed onticiBinfl; the policy of 
the Government in not granting remission of land revenue in Hood affected 
parts of tenants and in not throwing open settlement reserves. On the 
question of not throwing open settlement reserves, vote was taken, but the 
cut motion was defeated by 38 to 56 votes, Europetuis en bloc voting against 
the Qovemmait The cut criticising the government for not grantiii|; 50 percent 
reduction in land revenue in the year 1938-39 was lost without division after a 
prolonged* d^te. The discussion of the demand was not finished when the House 
adjourned till Monday tlie Slat Eareh when it granted a sum not. exceeding Rs. 
27,97,600 to defray the chargee of land revenue administration, Rs. 696,400 

for administration of justice and Rs. 351,800 for provincial excise. 

Most of the cuts were withdrawn. On the 24th. March demands for grants 

of Rs. 1.48,600 under head ** Registration”, and Rs. 25,40,100 for Police 

were passed. Out of twelve cuts to the Registration demand two were discussed. 
One was lost without a division and the other was withdrawn. Out of 23 cute to 
the Police demand two were discussed but lost. During discussion the Premier appealed 
for dealing with the communal problem in the province. Next day, the 25th March, the 
House passed the Premier's demands for a sum of Rs. 3,596,11)0 under the head Ad- 
ministration of Education.* Out of the 63 cute, eight were discussed, two were rejected 
witiiout a division and the rest were withdrawn. The most important ”cut** motion 
wanted to discuss the establishment of a university in Assam. The Opposition 
complained of the absence of a scheme for a university and maintained that nnancial 
difficulties should not stand in the W'ay. They ur^ the pressing necessity of a 
university in an autonomous province, t^me members pleaded for two residential 
universities, one at Sylhet and the other at Gauhati, while others opposed the idea 
of establishing a university, maintaining tliat rural education demanded prior 
consideration. The Premier^ replying, assured tlie House that though tlie Congress 
bdieved in giving priority to rural Plication for which a fiind had been provided 
in the current budget, a scheme for a university would be ready by the next budget. 
The Cunningham Rei}ort, which recommended the establishment of an examining 
univeraity, as also other proposals of the members, would be taken into consideration. 
The Bouse then adjourned till Monday next, the 27th. March, when it granted 
demands for Rs. 776,300 under the head ‘Public Health* Rs. 10,60,700 under 
‘Medical’ apd F.s. 6,11,000 under ‘Agriculture.* The European group’s cut under 
the head ‘Public Health* to censure the Government having dispensed with the post 
of Dr. Rice of the Assam Medical Research Society was lost by 54 to 32 votes. 
The Government replying stated that it w^as-felt that there was no necessity to 
maintain such a nigh salaried post. Next day^ the 28th. March, the 
demands under the heads, ‘Industries, Rs, 2,31,COO ; 'Jails* aim ‘Convict Settlement 
Rs. 4,53,300 ; ‘Civil Works’ ( excluding establishment ) Rs. 36,86,900 ; ‘Loans and 
Advances* bearing and not bearing interest, Rs. 5,30,000, were discussed and passed. 
During the discussion on cut motions the need for opening a tannery school and for 
finding avenues for employment for the resources of the province for industrial de- 
velopment was stressed and the Minister assured the house that the Government 
were considering the appointment of an expert to go into the question. Next day, the 
29tfa. March, all the demands for grants under heads Industnes, Jails and Convict 
Bettleineiits, Civil Works and Loans and Advances were passed. Altogether seven 
ent motions were moved and out of these six were withdrawn and one lost without 
division. Next day. the 80th. March, the increased number of Ministers and their tours 
came for severe criticism by an opposition cut motion waen voting on demands for 
ai'pplementuvy grants was taken up. Six opposition members supporting the motion 
made a ^Hffiement attack on Government polu^ of increasing expenditure. The spea- 
kers maintained that the Cabinet was not following Congress prificiple and saw no 
msons why the Ministers undertook extensive tours. Some excitement was caus^ 
when Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury, ex-Minister, challenged the Public Health Mini- 
ster to condradict the statement that the latter actually travelled second class during 
Ids recent Madras tour and charged for first class. The Health Minister, who was 
nut present in the House, had already replied earlier that he. had charged for the 
doss he had actiially travelled. The Premier replying justified the Ministers* toui-s. 
The Finance Minister, giving a final reply, stated that they were not responsible 
lor an increase in enmliture and that the imposition by the cut motion were 
only criticising the pimoMi Oaldnet’^ action much more. He hdd that there had 
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been eubetential eaying in Tiew of the Minietere’ eco^tine a leeeer lalary whkh 
eaTing had been utilieed for public purposee. The cut was loet. All supplementeiy 
demands imd grants under he^s veterinary, cooperation and miscellaneous were passeo. 
Ihiring discmssion on supplementary 8tatement» Sir Mohd» Saadulla, opposition 
leader, urged for definite method for nudgetary estimates in areas. He asimd t^ 
Government to take up the matter with l%htr authorities. 

Agricultural iNOOMfi-TAx Bill (contd.) 
gist. MARCH The Finance Mimater moved that the Agricultural Income-tax Bill» 
as reported by the select committee, be taken into consideration. Mr. 7. JP. C/apfon 
(European Group), opposed the motion, saying that the tea industry of the province 
would be adversely affected by the proposed taxation. He argued that tea at present 
did not yield much profit, and as tea was consumed largely outside the province, it 
would serve as a tariff. He regietted^ the hurried way in which a Bill of such gmt 
consequence was being rushed through. Mr. Arun Chandra^ Deputy Leader or the 
Congress Party, attacked the European Group who, he said, in spite of the Govern- 
ment’s promise that the tea industry would not be made to suffer, was not coming 
forv^ard with sacrifices but was standing in the way of the country’s progress. 8w 
Saadulla^ Opposition Leader, advised postponement of the measure till the next 
session. Kkan Sahib Mudabir Hussain o]^pose<l tlie motion, as in his view, ^the contents 
of tlie Bill would disturb the Permanent Bcttlemcnt, the Muslim Law as regards 
charity and the Hindu joint family system”. Hon. Mr. Fakhruddin Ahmed, in the course 
of his reply, referred to a Privy Council ruling which held that incometax legislation 
wa .4 no encroachment on the Permanent Bettlement, and assured the House that it 
was no encroachment upon Muhammedan law either. The dccdsion held good in 
r'^pec^.t ot the present case also. Proceeding, he said tliat tl\e Government mid the 
welfare of the tea industr> in their mind and advised tlie ]>lantcrs to move for the 
repeal of the levy on tea in the United Kingdom. The motion was put to vote and 
carri^ by 56 votes to 36. 

The Sales Tax Bill 

let. APRIL :--Thc Assembly ]'.nsscd to-day the Sales Tax Bill, 1939, and accepted 
Mr. Fakhruddin Alt Ahwed^s amendments to rectify certain eiTors. When the motion 
for tlie final passage of the Bill was made, objections were taken by the Opposition. 
Mr. Aahrafuddin Mohomad Chaudhury invoked the aid of Scc'tion 02 of the Assam 
Legislative rules, in which it is [uovided that, if any amendment be made, any 
member may object to the passing of a Bill at the same meeting and such objec- 
tion shall prevail unless the Hpeaker in his discretion allows tJie bill to be passed. 
He objected to certain legal features of the Bill and }>articulur]y tlic provision re- 
garding search at night and the absence of the right of appeal. Mr, Fakhruddin 
Alt Ahmed, Minister-in -chaige. in his reply said tnat these objections were made 
to delay the iiassage of the Bill. These Wal objec'tions could have been raised at 
earlier stages. As regards the question or appeal it related only to confiscation 
cases and the consistency or otlicrwisc of the legal aspects of tlic Bill could be 
tested in the law courts. The Speaker concurred with the Minister that these objec- 
tions could have been raised at the consideration stage and he, in his discretion, 
allowed tdie passage of the Bill, llxe House then pased the Bill. 

Amusement & Betting Tax Bill 

In the afternoon, die Assembly considered the Assam Amusement and Betting 
Tax Bill, clause by clause. Out of twelve amendments nine were moved by the 
European group, j^our were accepted by the Government and the rest were lost. 
The most rm|X)rtant ameiulmcnt carried, stated that the tax shall not be charged on 
entertainments provided by die management of tea estates for the benefit of the 
estates labour force for wfiich no charge for admission was made. The Bill was 
eventually passed. 

llie Assembly also pased the Assam Commissioners Powers Distribution Bill 
1939 and the Assam Motor Vehicles Taxation (amendment) Bill 1939, and referred 
to a Select Committee the Goalpara Tenancy (amendment) Bill 1939. 

The Sylhbt Tenancy Amend. Bill 

Aran. s-The Sylhet Tenancy (Amendment) Bill was intoduced to^y Md ^ 
uotiem for reteRina the Bill to a Select Committee waa moved by Mr. Pakruddf AU 
The mothm was passed at 4 p.m. after a conidderable dtagMhm. JtauU^ Mm 
C houdkmri, Dtwan EkUmur Soja, M^anaAMiU 
AMar Hahaman, Maulavi Akhob Choudhurp, jao» Bahadur Abdtd Mwtid torn 
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the Oppoiition ipoke against the Bill on the ground that the Bill did not satisfy 
tibe nrociMt ezpeetation of the tenants. Babu Sabindra Nath Adiiya and Babu 
Karuna Bindhu Ray from the OoYernment side sapjrorted the motion. Mr. Aditjra 
said that this Bill was far in advance of the Bill submitted by some of the 
members who spoke against the motion. Discontented tenants, he siud, are a danger 
to both Government and Zemindars. The sooner this Bill is passed the better it 
would be for the tenants and landlords. It is a move in the right direction. 

Music betobs Mobqub 

4t]i. APRIL:— A heated discussion took place to-day on a resolution 
moved by Mr. Amjad Ali, that, in the opinion of the House, the hours fixed for 
stoppage of music before mosques by the Government Communique dated January 9, 

published in the Assam Gasette of January 11« 1939, were not suitable, and 
interned with the religions prayers of Muslims in the province. The Premier refuted 
the contention that the recent communal riot was the result of that communique. 
When the motion was put to vote, it was defeated by 64 to 42 votes. Nine of the 
Opposition members were absent. 

Non-confidestcb in Ministry 

5th. APRIL A motion of '*no-confidence** in the Ministry was handed over to 
the ^retary of the Assembly, before the commencemant of the day’s sitting. The 
motion was however later withdrawn. After question time, which occupied only ten 
minutes, the Speaker called on Mr. Maqbul Hussain Chaudhury^ to ask for the 
leave of the House to move his motion expressing want of confidence in the Cabinet. 
Mr. Maqbul Hussain informed the Speaker that he did not desire to move the motion. 

Aoeicultubal Incomb-tax Bill (contd.) 

6th. APRIL The Assembly to-day passed by 57 votes to 28 the Agricultural 
Income-tax Bill. Amendments were mostly moved by the European group. Some 
of these were accepted and the rest were either turned down or were not moved. The 
Governor disallowed some of the amendments moved by the European Group. Mr. 
F, W, Hoekenhull, opposing the Bill, said that their objection to the passing of the 
measure was inspired by the method of presentation ot the Bill. He further said 
that the Bill could be considered in a special session instead of being hurried through. 
Mr. Abdur Rahman aiid Mr. Zahanuadin Ahmed also si)oke opposing the Bill, we 
former saying that the taxation would overburden the middle class, Mr. Zahanuddin 
said that it would infringe upon the personal laws of the Muslims. Mr. Ashrafuddin 
Choudhury, opposing the measure, maintained that it could not be passed on the same 
day on which amendments were made. The Speaker declared that the matter was 
one within the discretion of the Chair. After a short reply by the Finance Minister^ 
the Bill was put to vote and carried by 57 votes to 28. 

The Assam Finance Bill was also passed with some changes proposed by the Govern- 
ment in view of the amendments to the Agricultural Income-tax Bill. The Assam 
Excise Amendment Bill 1939 was also posm. The Assembly was ^en prorogued. 


Proceedings of the AssamvCouncil 

Budget Sesjsion— ShiUoiig— 9th. March to 13th. March 1939 

CoMifissioNERS Powers Dritbibution Bill 

The Budget session of the Assam Legtslative Council oommirooed at Shillong on 
^ tth. liarah 1689 with the Honlile Rai Bahadur Heramba Prasad Barua In the 
ohair. The budget for the year 1930-M was presented and the HonTile Prime Minister 
read out the introductory speech of Honlile Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, Slnanoe 
M&iiater, who was at the time busy delivering his speech in the Assembly. After 
the speech was over, Boa'ole Fakruddin Ali Ahmed introduced the Aaaam Com- 
misihmers Powers Dlstiihiitimi Bi^ 1939, and mo^ that the Bill be taken into 
eoasideration whidi deiie without any diaaentient vdee. The W1 provided for 
ti&e distribatioii ol ptmsra el Oomtnisehmeri of Divltioas in Aaaam. provldiiig m 
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the discharge of powers devolving on Commissioners in the event of the remaining 
post of Commissioner being also abolished. The house then adjoumed. 

Genbral Discxjssioxr of Budget 

lOfh. to ISth. MARCH: -There was a full debate on the Budget on these days. 
Ihe dominant note in the various spe^hes .was the want of adec|uate provision mm 
in the Budget for tackling the seriouA unemployment existing in the province, 
jbian Sahib Maulavi Abdur Bahim Chaudhury pointed out tlmt while thcie was 
too much talk about ameliorating the lot of cultivators almost nothing was b^g 
done to remove the distress of persons belonging to the middle classes. The new 
taxation proposals, he said, would hurt the middle classes in an indirect way 
and referred to the necessity of a medical school in Sylhet. Mr. Mmmohan 
Chaudhury advised the Government to give proper wages to subsidized doctors 
and asked the Government to request tea garden authorities to employ Assamese 
doctors only. He referred to the terrible miseries of unemployed youth to whom 
Government were indifferent and suggested that they should put themselves in 
touch with the Calcutta University Employment Bureau and maintain a register 
of unemployed youths in Assam. Mr. H. P. Gray (European group) welcom^ 
the prohibition scheme of the (lovemment but emphasized the necessity of 
preventive measures against smuggling. He deplored the hasty dridting of the 
Agricultural Incometax Bill and pointed out that double taxation involved in 
the Bill was not a sound one. Mr. n, Emblen (Planting) brought to the notice 
of the Government the vast possibilities of fruit culture in Assam by xheah's of 
whidi agriculturists might benent considerably. He added that retrenchment rather 
than taxation should be the policy of the Government and thought that the 
subsidy of Bs. 10,600 to steamer companies was unnecessary. Khan Sahib Rukun^ 
uddin Ahtm^d referred to the question of unemployment and advised the Govern- 
ment to request tea companies and other private firms to give employment to 
local men. Mrs. Zubeida Ataur Rahman, Deputy President, said that women’s 
education did not receive the attention ii deserved. The Government spends on 
secondary education Rs 8,42,894 for boys, and only Bs. 89,373 for girls. The 
present curriculum of studies for girls was unsatisfactory and suggested that 
domestic science should be includedT Mrs. Rahman also suggested state lotteries 
on the lines of the Irish Sweepstake lotteries for the improvement of hospitals 
in Assam., The Premier. Mr. Gopinath Bardoloi in his reply said that in proposing 
taxation measures they had in fnind the needs of the masses and thought’ that 
taxation should fall pn those who could pay. As regards the Retrenchment 
Committee ^ proposals, he said that these were being carefully examined by the 
Government. The Government had not, as regards education, come to any decision 
on the question of the dcprovincialization of Government high schools. In his opinion 
there was need for some model schools. As regards fruit culture he said that how- 
ever much the quantity of fruit might be, marketing facilities were scanty and the 
art of preserving fruit nad yet to be taught to the people. He agreed that an indus- 
trial survey of the province should be made and advocated the spread of Hiudus- 
thaniin the province. Referring to the remarks made regarding the absence of some 
of the Ministers from the Upper House he observed that no discourtesy was meant 
as some Ministers had to attend the Lower House as well. The House adjourned 
ain$ die on the 13th. March. 


May Session— Shillong— Sth. May to 13th. May 1939 

Legislative Officers* Balabies Bills 

The May session of the Council commenced at Shillong on the 5th. May 198S. 
The House passed the consideration stage of the Assam Ministers’ Balaries BilL 

1938, the Assam Speaker’s and Deputy Speaker’s (Salaries and Allowanoea) Bill, 

1939. and the Assam Pre^bition Bill, 1939. Discussing the principles of the Assam 
Ministers’ Salaries Bill and Speaker’s and Deputy Speaker’s Bills, Mr. Sarat 
Chan Ira Bhatiacharjee pointed out certain differences in the Bills, as while Minie^ 
ters Would be ^ting a conveyance allowance of Rs. 100 per month, the Speaker 
would have 4 conveyance allowance ol Rs. 160 per month, thou^ the latter does 
not tevel aamuch as a Minister. The Premier pointed out that they were guidei 
"7 Ooii^^ principle in this matter. 
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Mr. Akahay Kumar Da$, for Excise, introdacincc the Prohibition Bill, 

pointed out that while the existing Acts with regard to Excise only aimed at 
regulating traffic in intoxicating liquors or intoxicating dnigs, the present Bill 
aimed at bringing about prohibition of all transactions in liquor and intoxicating 
drugs, including consumption, in the proniice. Mr. P, Munday, making his maiden 
speMh, pointed out that they were unable to giire thmr support to the measure 
in its presmit form as Government had include in the Bill prohibition of liquor. 
He m^e it clear that in no circumstances could they admit the principle of total 
piphibition of alcohol. He said that the Bill should be circulated for the purpose 
of' diciting public opinion on it. As the House had already passed the con- 
sideration stage of the Bill, this could not be taken up. 

The Digboi Strike Echo 

61b. MAY:— The adjournment motion moved by Maulvi Abdul ^at yesterday 
to discuss the labour situation at Digboi, was talked out to-day. Mr. Hat chara- 
cterized the Government action in tms matter as vacillating. The Government, 
he observed, was leaning at times on tlie Company’s side and at times on the 
side ol the labour unions. Ho read the correspondence on this subject published 
in the Statesman of May 3, and inquired ns to what the Government did to stop 
the ’’tyranny at Digboi”. The motion sought to discuss the ’’failure of the Govern- 
ment to deul with the situation arising out of the labour strike at Digboi which 
has totally crippled every im|)ortant industry in the province, is causing extreme 
hardship and cliscomfort and leading to danger of deterioration of public health 
by the withdrawal of all domestic servants, including scavengers, and the unfor- 
tunate firing incident with its potentialities for further breaches of the peace. 

The Premier, Mr. Oopinatk Bardolol. in his statement narrated the histoiy 
of the strike and pointed out that Uie Government’s attitude was one of strict 
neutndity and the Government was trying throughout the strike to maintain 
peace and order. When the Premier went to Hokum on April 14, he found no 
party was agreeable to come to a compromise. Mr. Bardoloi asked the manager 
of the Company whether he was willing to take back tlie five dismissed 
persons immediately. The rejdy was di8a])pointing. When the Premier met the 
Union representatives, whose attitude was also disamxiinting, they made thr^ 
principal demands, first the reinstatement of the dismisseu persons, second, not merely 
that the scale of pay should be within the grade but there shoidd be a revision of the grade 
itself, and third, bungalow servants should be recognized as Government servants. The 
Premier disapproveci of tlie Union’s actions in embarking on a strike, and added 
that the Company ’’certainly did dve provocation.” When Mr. Bardoloi returned 
to Sliillong and was consiaering the question of appointing a conciliation board, 
he heard of the shooting incident at Digboi. The Government had posted the 
millitary and police there to maintain order. 

MOKEYLENDimS BlLL 

The House to-day passed the Moneylenders Bill as amended by the Belect 
Committee of the Council. The Bill will now be returned to ^e Lower House 
with a message asking concurrence of the Assembly to the amendments made 
by ‘the Upper House, 

Notification Eescibsion Urged 

The House carried a resolution moved by Mr. Satyendramohan Lahiri^ 
urging the rescission of the notification of Octobor 9, 1911, relating to the ex- 
tension of Sections 22, 23, 38(2) and 40 of the Chin Hills Begulation V of 
1896 to the jiartially excluded areas of the Garo, Khasi and Jaintia hills (exclu- 
dliie( the municipality and cantonment of Shillong) and the Mikir Hills tract. Mr. 
Lahari, moving the resolution, said that according to those regulations, the Super- 
intendent of Police or the Deputy Commissioner of any areas specified in the 
schedule, might order any person for reasons to be recorded in writing, to leave 
that area within a given Ume if he was satisfied that the presence of such a 
poson not being a nattve of the area was injuriors to the peace and good 
a&niiiistration the aief Mr. Lahiri said that this regulation oflbaded against 

the esta M iifaed priii<d|de of firitUi jurisprudence that no men should be detain- 
ed deported Older of tim eheciitive without a trial. Mr. B, BMlm (EuW- 
eatt Group) empoied the restihidon^ fid^ting out that there were many undesixable 
— — for whom this reguktioii mi^t be a neoesalty. lb. Mardohi pointed 
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ont that B committw vbb shortiv ec^g to tli and that it would deal, with tUa 
and othor coimected matten. The Premier asked the mover to withdraw hia 
rcBoliiiioii. 

Lis(ii8lative Officers Salaries Bills 

8th. MAY The Coimcil to-day the Assam Ministers* Salaries Bdl 

1038. The Bill was passed by the Asa^bfy also and so the Assam Ministers’ 
Salaries Ai‘t 1037 mus thus repealed. The Ministers henceforward will get a 
salary of Hs* p. m. nn<l a House allowance of Ks. 100 and a Car Allowance 
of Ks. 100 only. At the outset Matilavi Md, AaadaiUin Chowdhury mov^ an 
amendment by whieli ho waute*! to iwovide a consalidatcd amount of Ks. 700 as 
pay of the ITon'ble Ministers deleting' the provision made in the Bill for House 
and Car allowances. Home of the 3Iombcrs raised a point of order that as there 
was no reference of ni.y provision of allowance to llon’blc Ministers ui the 
Government of India Act the question cannot be raised here. Hon’blc the PHnna 
Minister said that there iiiiu:ht not l)e any reference to that point but 
he was sure that there was also no dlsipialifying section to that 
effcid.. Tlic Hon'blc r/rsidevt ovcr-ridc<l the point of order and the amend- 
ment of iSIaidavi Asiulmblin Chowdhury was subsequently withdrawn. 
The Si>caker’s and Deputy Speaker's (Salary and Allowances) Bill 1939 was with- 
drawn by the Hon'ble rrcmior when the President })ointed out that it cannot be 
introduced in this House binder section 82 (0) of the Government of India Act. 
-fltNUCUI.TUHAL InCOME-TAX BiLL 

Otb. MAY :~The Council refused to pass by II to 9 votes the Assam Ajpical- 
tural Incomc- rax Bill. I'iiis Bill will have now to go to a joint Bession of bot^ 
the Houses if His Kx«‘oUoiicy the Governor allows it. There was a good deal of 
discussion in tlic House about tins Bill. Mr H, Emblem, opposing the introduc- 
tion of the Bill, said that tlic iMivopcan Group were prepared to sunport tlie principle 
of agricultural in >omc-tax. but the present Dill fell short of what was necessary 
for adcipiatc protection of the tax- payers. The Bill, he said, was based on the Bihar 
Bill, but the Bihar Bill dealt almost exclusively with the zamimlars while in Assam 
Ot) per cent of taxat ion wouUl bo realised from tlie tea industry. Tlie most impor- 
tant <ioft\‘t of the Bill, lie said, related to double taxation. He ]:»pinted out that 
tlie damage to tea indiistrv would be damage to the province. Rai Saheb Apurta 
Kumar Ohoeo regretted that instead of reilucing exi>enditnre like an ordinary 
prudent man the Goveriiiuont luul been bringing in legislation for increase in 
taxation. Ho ])oiiitod out that the (tovernment hod not yet done anything to give 
ellcct to the recommenilation of a joint committee of both Houses on retrenchment 
and resources. Babii Jatindra Chandra Maitra, Khan Sahib Bukunuddin Ahmed, 
Afaulavi Abdul Hat also spoke against the Bill while Mr. Surreh Chandra Dar, 
Mr. Satyendra Afohan Lahiri and Mr. Sarat Chandra Bhattacherjee supiH)rted the 
Bill. The Hon'blc Bremicr, Sj. Gopinath Borc/ofpi appeal to the House not to throw 
out the Bill as it was iiieant not merely to cover deficit but to do good to the 
iiation-buildiiig doinirtmeiit. Mr FakrudUin Alt Ahmed, Finance Minister smd 
that if any iHjrfect'ions were found in the Bill and they did not claim perfection 
for it, then this w\nild be made goovi in the light of exnerience. The wvemmmt 
would give n sympathetic eonsideraiioii to any just and proper amendments that 
may be made by the ilousc iu this Bill. 

Official Billb Passed 

Wth. MAY The Council passcii to-day the following Bills as passed by the 
Assembly daring its last budget session;— (1) The Assam Municipal (Amradmentt 
Bill, (2) Assam Sales of Motor Spirit and Lubricants Taxation Bill, ® 

The Assam Sales Tax Bill, 1939, (4) Assam Amusement and ^tting Tm Bill. 1939, 
0) Assam Motor Vehicles Taxation (Amendment) Bilh 1939, anu (6) Assm E«iBe 
Bill, 1039. There were amendments tabled to different clauses oi these Bills but these 
were not moved except one of 3Iaiilavi Alidiil Uai in the AsMm Amusemrats and 


The Prohibition Bill 


The House also passed the Assam Prohibition Bill wWch was 
Government in this session o! the Council. There were eight 
m^ae Bill moved by Mr. Sarat Chandra Bhattaehanee jad 
•geapted hj the Ctoveniment. The remaining 

The amendment of Mr. BhattiK^harjee to Clause 35 of the Bill relating to power 


33 



THE PUNJAB LBaiSLATtVB ASSEMBLY [ LABOBB-- 

to eancd or suspeiid Ikences and i^ermita oauied oonridmble discuasion in tho 
Bonae. Mr. Bhattacbarjee waa unwilling to empower the Oovemment to caned or 
anapend any licence or premit without aaaigning any reaaona aa provided in 
Sab-Clauae (2) of Glauae 35 of the Bill. Mr. Bhattacha^ characterized euch 
power aa arbitrary and he waa afraid that the powera would be miauaed. Bai 
Bhadadar A. JT. Uftoaa and aome membera aupported Mr. Bhattacharjee’a amend- 
ment. Thb Finance Minister and' Mr. Dhri Sing Deori oppoaed the amendment. 
The Hon’blc Mr. Akhay Dae, Miniater of Ezci^ opposing it said that auch pro- 
vidon waa necmaary. The reasons for cancelling licence could not, he said, be 
aadgned for public interest and he recuested the mover to withdraw the amend- 
ment. Mr. BnattacLarjee insisted the Hon'ble Minister to state instancea he had 
in hia mind in which cases of public interest might suffer by stating reasons in 
cancelli^ licence. The Minister referred cases of smugglers who are very intdl- 
igent Be also stated the difficulties of Government to cone with them unless 
tboe waa such a provison aa under discuasion. Mr. Bhattacharjee withdrew 
his amendment. 

The Digboi Fiamo Incident 

lath. MAT The hpn. Mr. If, C, Bardoloi^ in the course of a statement in 
the Council to-da^, referring to the enquiry that has just been concluded into the 
IMgboi firing, said : “The point has been as to whether that inquiry has been 
iumcial or magisterial under the Police Manual. Three complaints were locked 
before the Magistrate at Digboi. The point tliat has arisen is whether this is a 
ludidal inquiry. If it be a judicial inquiry, then the \'4overnment would be in a 
position to say something on the judgment but, if on tlie other hand, it is actually 
ah inquiry under the Police Manual, then the Government will be in a position to 
publisu ^e whole thing before the public. The opinion of the Legal Remembran- 
cer will have to be obtained on this important point and as soon as this is done, 
we will either publish the whole re]K)rt if it be Magisterial or extracts of the 
judgment in case the inquiry is held to be a judicial one. We do not know if 
publication of the result of that inquiry may not be contempt of court under 
certain circumstances. Therefore, my statement must be taken with that reser- 
vation.” Implying to a query by Mr. Satyendra Afohon Lahiri whether the Govern- 
ment would consider tlie desirability of appointing a special tribunal if it was not 
a. judicial inquiry, the Premier said that the matter was under consideration. The 
House was then prorogued. 
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Proceedings of the Punjab Assembly 


Special SeBtion— LcJiore— 9tk. to 24lh. January 1939 

Agricultural Produce Market Bill 


The special session of the Punjab Lefrislative Assembly which met at Lahore 
on iteM. JaRBaiy 1919 to dispose of the Punjab Agricultural Pi^uce Market Bill was 
marked by uproi^ons scenes. Only one amendment by the Parliamentary Secretory 
WM taken up and diaeusaion bad not concluded when the Jhremier moved that 
the Bouse uiould he.walter meet at 12-30 p. m. inst^ of at2p. m as hitherta 
Oppodtion benchee conddeied that the motion was inadmissible and then there 
waa a hot ezchange ol veiBarks between the Treasury and Opposition benches. 

AtLiCATiORa Against thb Pouge 


Serioua aUmtioiis agdnst Mike officials of the Jullundur district, including 
aneatbg of ^lee jem^re pereons at night, kec^g them in die judicial 
]ock*n|v dewing them laclutijto loruibig their own bedc^g and taking them m 
haad^ tiumuidi^ atoeet Jms tlm ju^ial lockup to tB court, were made by 
membera cl the Opi^tlon Anting the d^te on Lata ntotkm for 
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•diourmnent- After the modoa had been diieneaed for an hoar and a hdf, it waa 
withdrawn on an aaaurance by the Premier that he had alr^y instituted an enq- 
uiry into the allmtipns and that he ^rould take proper action against the poli^ 
oticers concerned u the allegations were proved to te true. The Opposition member, 
inclu^g Dr* ^opi Chand Bhargava^ Lala Dunt Chand, Sardar Snmpuran Singh 
and Mian Abdul Hafit, who participated in the debate, characterised the present 
Government as worse than the old bureaucratic Government and held that the police 
were ruling in the Punjab. The Premier, the hon. Sir Sikander Hyat JTkan, reply- 
ing said that on his return to Lahore, the allegations had been brou^t to his notice 
ana he had at once ordered an enquiry. Ho had concluded that there was some 
truth in the allegations and had askediilujc fur^er detail on receipt of which he 
would take proper action against oie cheers concerned. The House then 
adjourned. 

Agricultural Produce Market Bill (contd.) 

10th. JANUARY •The House proceeded to-day to a discussion of the remaining 
clauses of the Marketing Bill. Resuming discussion on an official amendment, moved by 
Chaudhuri Tikd Ram, to empower gazetted officers to cancel or suspend a licence 
for breach of its conditions, Mir Maqbool Mahniood Parliamentary Secretary, 
emphasised that “the object of the Government was to secure fair-play for smali 
growers as well as businessmen. The amendment was earned by 79 votes to 
38. Another official amendment was moved by Chaudhuri Tika Ram, aiming 
at a reduction of the maximum period of 8U8))enBion or the cancdilation cd a 
licence for a period oi from one year to five months for the first breach and of 
nine months for the second. The amendment was carried. 

Allegations of Preferential Treatment 

Allegations that the Punjab Government were according preferential treatment 
to tlicir members in order to secure thar position were made by the Opposition 
Party in the course of the debate on the adjoin men t motion of Lala Deahbandhu 
OuptG, who moving the motion, referred to a letter written by the Chief Engineer . to 
a subordiTiate, ordering additional supply of water to the land belonging to Nawab 
Ahmad Yar Khan Haulatana, Chim Parliamentary Secretary of the Punjab 
Goveinmeut. Be wanted to know why preferential treatment was accorded 
to Daulatana land at the cost of the poor zamindars. The hon. Sir Sunder Singh 
Majithia, Minister for Revenue, relaying to the debate, said that the distributory 
belonged to the Daulatana family before the Government purchased it. When the 
di 8 tributoi 7 was owned by the Daulatana family, thep used to get 67 per cent of 
the supply of tvater and the remaining 33 per cent w'as given to the other zamin- 
dars. After the Government had purchase the distributory, the supply to the 
Daulatana land had been reduced by 20 per cent and the supply to other zamindars 
had been increased. Concluding, the Minister refuted the allegations made by a 
member of the Opposition Party that the Chief Engineer had given this preferential 
trc'atment to Daulatana land in order to get an extension of service. The motion 
was rejected by 6S votes to 26. 

Agricultural Produce Market Bill (contd.) 

12lh. JANUARY : -The entire opposition party totalling over 35 staged a walk- 
out as a protest against the closure motion moved by a member of the Ministerial 
party when an adjournment motion was under aiseussion. Shouts and counter 
shouts of 'order’ 'order’ 'shame’ 'shame’, etc. were raised fiom both sections of the 
house. The remaining amendments to clause six having been Uisposed of, the Houm 
adopted without much discussion clause seven and proceeded with clause 8 
which was the most contentions clause, no less* than 131 amendments havmg 
been given notice of. 

The House then took up an adjournment motion of Sardar Sohan Sin^ 
Jaah to discuss the posting of a police reporter and some constables in the 
Central Kisan School organised by the Agrarian Reform Institute at Lahore 
between December 21 * and 30. Ths mover pointed out that the institute was a 
private sJiool and not a public meeting and h^e the entry of me police wm a 
violation of f .ndamental rights of the people. -The Premier, replying to the ^bate, 
said that he had read lenorts that the object of the school was to misled agi'icultunsto 
by expounding pervert economic theories and he wanted to venfy this stateo^t. 
When closure was moved, Ditcan Chamanlal and oth^ memtos ^ the opposition 
protested that they had not spoken on the motion and left tM hall in a body raising 
cries cd 'shame shame’. Closure was ap^ied thereafter and the house adjourned. 
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IMk. JAMUAR :«-»A good progMi wat made with the Markota Bill when four 
dlanaoE woe paaaed without muoh diaouasion. The apecdal feature of to-day’a dia- 
enaaioii on tho BiU. which otherwiae waa quite dull, waa a aeriea of diyiaiona. After 
the eonaideration of clauae 8 h^td beMi poatpohed, the Houae took up clauae nine. 
Aa many aa 23 amendmenta to thia clauae fiffunid on the agenda paper. Eaccept a 
minor amendment of Sardar Kariar Singh which aought to exempt brokera, wcagh- 
men, meaaurera, aurmora and warehouae-men from the fee of license, the amend- 
ment waa rejected by 57 votea to 37. Another attempt to exempt them from payment 
of Ucenae fee waa made by the Oppoaitio^ Whe.i they oppoaed aubclauae two of clauae 
nine. The^aubclauae when put to vote waa carried by 61 votea to 34. Chowdhuri 
Krishna OopeU Dutt then moved an amendment which aou^t to exempt weighmau, 
meaaurer, aurveyor or warehouseman from taking Ucenae. xhe Honhle Choudhuri 
Sir Chkotturam, Minister for Development, opposing the amendment said that if 
Ihoae persona were found guilty of any offence they were liable to punishment. The 
provision of license for them waa therefore necessoi'y. The amendment when put to 
vote was lost by 56 votes to 32. Clause nine was then passed. On the motion of 
the Minister for Development discussion on clause ten which related to 
the period of term of office of the members of Marketing Committee was also post- 
poneA. The House then proceeded to discuss clause eleven which related to the 
removal of a member of Marketing Committee. Chowdhury Krishna Oopal Dutt 
moved an amendment which sought to provide a right of appeal to the High Court 
against the order of the Government for the removal of a member. The Hon’ble 
Chowdhury Sir Chhotturam, opposing the amendment, said that the provision of 
removal of members even existed in the MuniL*i]>al Acts. The amendment, when put 
to vote, was rejected by 67 votes to 27 votes. Clauses eleven, twelve and thirteen 
were passed without discussion. Clauses fourteen to eighteen were passed with ditUe 
discussion duiing the last hours’ of sitting and the House took up consideration of 
clause 19. Two more divisions were challenged by the Opposition during the debate. 
There was some diecussion on the fees to Be charged by the Market Committees. 
Opposition amendments sought to fix the fees to a nominal figure. Dewan Chnmantal 
supporting said that the Government which claimed to be a '^Kisan Government” should 
not add to the burden on the grower by imposing these fees. The cost of the scheme 
should be borne by the richer zemindars who could pay and not by the poor culti- 
vator. He had not concluded when the House adjourned till Monday. 

16tk. JANUARY :--The Assembly had to be suspended twice to-day^ once for 
half-an-hour and again for one hour--by Sardar Dasaundha Srngh, the Deputy 
Speaker, following prolonged uproar over the Chief Minister’s statement on the 
editorial comments of the ’’Daily Protap” OYer last Thursday’s;; breeze between 
Devan Chamanlal and the Deputy Speaker, which led to a walkout by the mem- 
bm of the Opposition. The Deputy Speaker^ who presided, concurred with the 
Premier that the comments had passed we limits of fair criticism and if the editor 
of the paper did not apologise within the course of the day, the representative of 
^e paper would be excludikl from the press gallery. The Opposition protested 
fgainst this mling and Dewan Chamanlal suggested the appointment of a 
^mmittee of Privileges to go into the matter before taking any action against the 
paper. On the refusal of the Deputy Speaker to consider the suggestion there 
were uproarious scenes in the House. He was asked under what Buies he 
had been readmit out from a written statement prepared in private consultati n 
with the Premier. The Deputy Speaker refusm to allow any discussion on . 
ruling and the House bec*ame uncontrollable, as a result of which the Housv. 
had to be suspended for half an hour from 2-5 p.m. On resumption, the Deputy 
Speaker said that before suspension he had^ordered Pf. Munilal Knlia (Congress) 
to withdnMi from the House for the day. The oiiler was objected to by the 
Opposition, who ]>ointed out that he could not do so under the rules, as it 
was then a fresh sitting of the House. The Depfity Speaker insisted and ordered 
the Watch and Ward officer to show Mr. ixalia the way out. This was the 
signal for further uproar and the Deputy Speaker named another Congress 
member, Mr. Chowdhury Kartar Singh, to withdraw from the House. Ultimately, 
the House was again suspended, this time for one hour. On reassembling, the 
two members were found to have withdrawn under protest. 

After some diseusnon, Sardar Saniokh Singh'e amendment to drop Clause 
20 of the Maiketing Bill ftas adc^ted without discussion and the House was 
considering amendments Id. Claom the clock struck 6-30 p,m. and an 

adjournment motion was tahitt up. 
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Pandit ShHram Sharma^ ino?ing an adjournment motion to discuee tlie refuial 
of the la*4d autbontiee to tahe necessary ste^ to prevent interference in a peace- 
ful public meeUng, held at Asaudha in the district of Bohtak on December 
29. from a band cd organised hooligans, intent upon creating a breach of the 
public peace, said that civil liberties were in danger in the Province. This state 
of affairs should not happen under a Qo/ernment which claimed to be demo- 
cratic. The Premier, the hon Sir Siknnder Hyat khan, replying to the debate, read 
• report he had obtained about the incident, which showM that 0.2 of the people 
of tiie village were in favour of holding the meeting as against the rest, who 
were opposed. They had, therefore, doc&d ^ not to i)ermit the meeting to be held. 
Ihe poli<^.werd present by request to mpk&tain order and maintained an attitude 
of neutrality. The motion was pressed to a division and was declared lost by 58 
votes to 29. The Uousc then adjourned. 

17th. to 19th. JANUARY '.^Considerable progress was made with the Marketing 
Bill to-day. Chiuaes 21 to 24 were adopted and Clause 23 taken up. An 
the 13 amendments to Clause 22, relating to the restriction of trade allow- 
ance. were rejected and the Clause adopted by 73 votes to 28. Hai 
Bahadur Mukanilal Pari moved an amendment to Clause 23. seeking to 
raise the period of limitation to institute suits against any Mark dting Committee 
from six mouths to ouc year. It was rejected by 69 votes to 37. Clause 24 was 
adopted witiiouc discussion When the House took up Clause 2.3, relating to the 
supersession of .Alarkcting Committees, to which 53 amendments had been tabled, 
Dtwan Chamanlal moved an amendment, seeking to appoint a board^ consisting 
of one rciwesentativc of growers and one of ll'cnseps and with an independent 
chairman, to consider tlie objections to and explanations from Marketing Commi- 
ttees before they were sujicrsedeil. lie was Bupi>ortcd by Uai Bahadur MnkandUU 
'Puri, LaUi Sitaram and Lula Dunichand. Dewan Chamanlal contended tliat the 
Unionists had committed a fraud on the electorate as tliey had not told them at 
the time of the elect ions that they >vould umicrtakc such legislation. The hon. 
SirCfiliotu Bum, ^linister for Development, replying, stressed ihat in their election 
manifesto, the Unionist Barty had given an undertaking that they would 
promote h'gislaiion to protect the growers and reform the markets. The 
amentlment was rejected by 66 votes to 27. Next day, the lt«th. Janui^, 
the House took ui> cvinsideration of amendments to Clause 2.3. The Clauce, which 
related to suppression of a Market Committee, was adoyUed by the Assembly without 
much disi'ussiou. An olllcial amendment, movctl by 3Ir. C'. H. Tikaram, providing 
a tine of lls. ijO for contravention of fc?ection 9 and Its. KX) for contravention of 
Section 22. w’as opposwl by Congress members and the IndeiJcndeiit Party. The 
amemlment was adopted by 70 votes to 33. Ditvaji Chamanlal oi)i> 08 ed the adoption 
of Clause 20 on the grouiul of its extensive chara/lcr and that double penalty was 
provhled for a simple oircncc. The Clause was adopt eil by 73 votes to 31. Consi- 
deration of Clause 27 having been posiponotl, the remaining clauses of the Bill, 
incliuUng a new clause, were adopted in quivk snceessioii without much disciiBsion. 
The Uousc then took up C'lausc S which along with clause 10 and 17 were now the 
only ones still reniaineil to be considercil. Moving a number cf nraendments to Se- 
ction 13 of Clause 8, Congress members sought to reduce the members of nomi- 
nated Government ollicers" on the Market Committees from 2 to 1. They urged 
that even tills gave the Chwernment a majority of 11 in a committee of sixteen. 
The Premier ]K>iiitcd out that the section provided that "not more than two mem- 
bers may be ajipointcil’’ ami whenever two members were not. necessary only one 
would be a])pointed. In the case of bigger markets like Amritsar, however, it would 
be necessary to nave two Govern men totlicers on the committee. Hence this provi- 
sion. Discussion hud not concluded when the House adjourned. 

Adj. Motion on Ratio Question 

20th. JANUARY :-Lala Dcahbandhu Gupta's fresh motion of adjournment rai- 
ding the views expressed by the Punjab Government on the ratio question led to 
great excitement and uproar to-day. Stressing the imjx)rtance of the acceptance 
of the motion, the mover said that he was surprised at the Finance Mmistw’s state- 
ment that the matter was not urgent enoiign. He held tliat if the sixt^n pence 
ratio agitation succeeded the Punjao would derive the maximum benefit, tong an 
agriculturist country, and Uie iHinJab Government should take a lead in tme 
matter. Dewan Chamanlal submitted that what the House asked to discuss was 
not the exchange ratio question, but the Punjab GovernmeiPt reply myen^on the 
finor of the House, and Uiere should be no confusion of the issue. At this stage 
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BMI upfOM W«I created in the Houm m Jfion Nurulla, who had remtly 
aed from the Unioniat Party, wanted to apeak and the Chair did allow 
him and diaallowed &e motion, atating that the matter did not ihdl within the 
adminiatratiye reaponaibility cd toe Punjab QoTejmment. Mr. Nurulla aaid that he 
never ezpeoied auch ruliiyt from the Deputy S^ker who himaelf waa an agricul- 
turiat^ and walked out. The Hon. Prdnu» amidst uproar drew the attention of the 
Ghair to the **un(!Ugnided'* remark from Mr. Nurullah which caat reflection on the 
Chair and atated Siat Mr. Nurullah had been exi)elled from the Unioniat Party 
last night Gtopoaition leaders, including Mr. Chjrichand, Dr. Narang and others pro- 
tested. At this stage Mr. Nurullah returned aiid wanted to make a personal ex- 
planation. * He said tiiat it was not a fact that he was exiidled from the Unionist 
Party. .Ho had resigned long ago and had submitted two more resignations. 

Aobicultubal PnooucB Maekbt Bill (contd.) 
flOfb. to Mfh. JANUARY : -The House then resumed discussion on the 
remaining amendments to Clause 8 of the Marketing Bill and rejected by 
80 votes to 26 an amendment to reduce the strength of nominated members 
from tW 0 ‘ to one. Mr Krishna Oopal Dull moved that the nominated 
members should not have the right to vote in the committee. This was 
retected without a division. * Sardar Sahib Sardar Santokh Singh moved the 
deletion of the whole subclause pioviding for nomination. Opposition speakers conten- 
ded that the Government, by this provision, wanted to control the constituencies 
and use the Market Committees as a iK>litical weapon. The amendment was rejec- 
ted by 70 votes to 33. Dr. Oopichand Bhargava moved an amendment that of the 
remaining members three-fifths will be representatives of growers, eleeted by the 
growers, and two-flCtlis of licence-holders, elected by licence-holders. He opposed 
the method of indirect election which would result from tlie panel system propo- 
sed in the Clause. Mr. K/iahna Oopal Dull wanted a repi'esentative of the consu- 
mers to be included on the Committee. He made a plea for the Market Commi- 
ttees being free from official influence. Indirect elections, he contended, instead of 
affording a training in democracy, would put back the hands of the clock. Dis- 
cussion had not concluded, when the House adjourned till Monday the 28rd. January, 
when consideration of amendments to Clause 8 was continued. Three amendments 
were taken up together, viz, one by the Government, providing that in the Mar- 
ket Committee, apart from two nominated members, the proportion of growers 
and licence-holders should be in the ratio of two and one, the representatives 
to be nominated out of a panel ; the second by Dr. Oopichand Bhargava to the 
e^t that three-filths should represent growers and two-fifths licence-holdei's, to 
be chosen by dection *, aud the third by Dr. Ookulchand Narang to the effect 
that more than one-half shall represent giowers. Opposition speakers criticised 
bo^ the ratio and the method of election proi^ed by the Government amend- 
ment. They emphasised the need for the composition of the Market Committee of 
being fair and equitable. . The zamindars, they feared, would be saddled with an 
additional burden and would hardly benefit from the measure. The Leader of 
the House, replying to the debate, refuted the charge that the Market Committee 
could be used to suppress the Congress. The system of indirect election he hiul 
proposed was the best under the circumstances. Dr, Bhargava’s amendment was 
adopted without a division. The remaining amendments to Clause 6 having been 
disposed of, the House adop^ the entire Clause as also the remaining Clauses 10 
and 27 without much discussion. The second reading of the Marketing Bill was gone 
through and on the next day, the Mth. January, the third reading was taken up and the 
Bill was adopted. During the thiid reading. Opposition criticism centred on the com- 
position of Market Committees and the implications of the Bill. The Leader 
of ths Houee, in an able defence of the Bill, replied to the various arguments 
put forillud and the third reading was passed without a divisum. 

Assembly Offices (Bebgeant-at-abms) Bill 

Good humour marked the proceediims when the Prime Minister introduced 
the l^njab Legislative Assembly Offices Bill providing for the ^Appointment of a 
fivgeant-at-Arms. The Premier moved that the Bill be retened to a Select 
Oommittee oondsting of ten members with instructions to submit its report 
^ February 27, when the Bu^et session of the Assembly will 

begin. FreUminary obj^tions to the Bui were overruled by the Speaker. 
oGean Chamanlal^ movihg for circulation of the Bill, to elicit public opi* 
nMi, pointed out that Ihiie was no precedence for this measure in any Piovmee 
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in abe whole of IndU and u there was no uigeney about the matter, he auggea- 
ted that the public atould have their aay on a queation of auoh great conati- 
tutional importance. Mr. Maqbul Mahmud, oppoaing the motion for circulation 
appealed ^ to the Houae to^ uphold the dignity of the Chair and to atrengthen the 
handa of the Government by aupporting the meaaure. Dr. Oopichand Bhargava, 
while aaaerting that he yiold^ to none in hia deaire for upholding toe dignity of 
the Chair, aaid that if he had reaaon to feel that the ordera conveyed to him by 
the Seigeant-at-Arma were unreasonable, he would feel juatified in reaisting e\’en a 
Sergewit-at* Artis. The Premier ixiinte# out tha^ no-where else in India had 
situations arisen such as necessitated the of a Sergeant-at-Arms and appealed 
to the House to demonstrate that they Were capable of running a democratic 
institution and leave a legacy of honour and integrity. 

The motion for circulation was lost by 45 votes to 42 and the Premieres motion 
was adopted without a division. The House tliercaltcr acljourtiod till the 27to. February. 


Budget Session— Lahore— 27th. February to 24th. April 1939 

Financial Statement For 1930- 40 

The Budget Session of the Assembly commenced on the 27th. Febniary, when 
the Budget for 1039—40 was presented by Mr. Manohar Lai, Finance Minister. 
Duty on motor 8]jirit8 and lubricants, which is expected to bring in an additional 
revenue of Its lakhs was the main feature of the taxation proixisais included in 
the budget. This, the Finaji<‘C Minister said, was a measure to secure iiermanent 
addition to the revenues of the Province. He announced further that Government 
had in contcrnplatipn a number of other additional sources of revenue but they 
were still at the stage of examinations. The main principles in regard to them that 
would have to be borne in view would be to secure as far as possible equity and 
equality in the burden of taxation. There w’as an increase m the Provincial 
excise as a result of ciihaiiccment in the issued prices of excise ojuum and 
the levy of a transport fee on charas. The Minister referred to an income of Rs. 
1.42 lakhs during 1038-39 by <arefiil short-period investments of all available money 
not required for the immediate needs of the province. The following are the salient 
budget figures at a glance Total estimated revenue receipts for 1939-40— Rs. 11,G7 
lakhs. Total estimated exi eiiditure for 1939-40 — Rs. 11,96 lakhs. Deficit — Rs, 29 
lakhs. This deficit, explained the Minister, was entirely due to the famine which 
dominated the finances of the year as in the previous year. The total effect of 
famine in 1939-40 is Rs. 55 lakhs— Rs. 38,85 lakhs in direc-t expenditure and Rs. 
16 lakhs in reduced rei enue— as against a budgeted deficit of Rs. 29 lakhs ; but for 
the famine there would have been no deficit at all, and under normal conditions a 
surplus of Rs. 26 laldis may have been expected. Even as it is, the extraoidinaiy 
receipts during the year were estimated at Rs. 35 lakhs with no corresponding 
expenditure and therefore, the real effect of the year's working w^as not in any 
minus direction. Taking the normal revenue receipts, and the extraordinary receip ts 
technically so-called together, tliere would on the present estimates be actually a 
surplus 01 Rs. 6 lakhs. The tax projjosed to be levied in the next year on the retail 
sales of motor spirit is at the rate of Re. 0-1-3 per gallon and Re. 0-2-6 per gallon 
on lubricants used for motor vehicles. During the cun'ent year, excise duty on 
spirit contents of toilet preparations and perfumery and on medicinal preparations, 
which might be used for other than medicinal pury)OBes, was raised from Rs. 5 to 
Rs. 17-8 per L. P. gallon. With effect from the Ist April, it has been decided to 
increase toe rate of duty or fee on ceitain liquors and intoxicating drugs as follows : — 
Special spiced spirit from Rs. 6-14 to Rs. 7-8 and Rs. 8-2 respectively per L. P. 
gallon, i^sue price of excise oi»ium Rs. 70 to Rs. ^ per seer, transport toe on 
*charaf ’ at Rs. 20 per seer and fee on denatured Epirit from Re. 0-12-0 to R^« 1 
per impel iai gallon. The explanatory memorandum to the budget wiiits out how, 
if toe extraordinai'y receipts are taken into consideration, the deficit of Rs. 27 lakhs 
in 1938-39 is reduced to Rs. 6 lakhs, and of Rs. 29 lakhs in 1939-40 is converted 
into a surplus of Rs. 6 lakhs. It is further pointed out that the ^traordmw.7 
reedpts figure in the Revenue Account, but a principle has been ^tablished with 
the concurr^nc6 of the legislature, that they should be devoted to the avoidance of 
debt by using them to meet capital expenditure and loans and advances by Govern - 

menu If are used in any emergency to come to the rescue of an adverse revenue 
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iooooni, this doei not violate the principle of sound finance, for it is in effect a 
borrowing from one’s own capital to meet ordinary revenue expenses instead of 
borrowing from an outside source. 


Moron Spibits Sales Taxation Bill 

The Punjab Motor Spirits and Lubricants (Taxation of Sales) Bill which was 
introduced by the Finance ifiniater was referred to a select committee after an hour’s 
heated debate. The motion of Dewan CAaiaaniar ( Congress) for circulation of 
the Bill for eliciting public opinion by October 1 was rejected by 78 votes to 
37. The circulation motion was supiK)rted among others by Dr. Qnpichand 
BhargavOt Eai Bahadur ifukandlal JFuri^ Lata Bhagat Ram and Sardar Kapur 
Singh. They contended that the ixxyrer classes in the Punjab preferred to travel 
by motor buses and ibe ultimate bunlcn of this taxation would be shifted to 
tndr shoiddei'B. The object of the circulation motion was that those who were 
directly concerned with the measure should bo consulted. 8yed Amjai Ali^ 
opposing, said that on a fiscial measure like this, the Government should not be 
asked to. ascertain public opinion. The House then adjourned till March 13. 


Gei^ral. Discussion of Budget 

lath, to 16th. ICARCH :<~Qcnerai discussiou of the Biid^!;et commenced on the 
13th. March. Next day, the II th March, Choudhury Mahomed Hussain made 
a strong plea for separation of the judiciary from the exauitivc. Mr. Hussain 
complaint of corruption in ' Government Departments, particularly the Police, and 
criticised the Government for being as bureaucratic as prc-lloform Governments. 
Begum Shah Nawaz, Parliamentary Bcerotarv, sought to answer the various 
criticisms levelled against the Government by ttic previous OpiH>sition 8i>eaker8, 
particularly Choudhury Krishna Copal DutU With an income less than those 
provinces with which tlie Punjab had been comtmrcd, she felt that the Punjab 
^veniment deserved to be congratulated for spending as much as Bs. ,3,44,00, 
000 on beneficent departments. Begum Shall Xawa/. was confident that the 

Punjab finances were safe in the hands of a noted economist like Mr. Mauoharlal 
and his lucid and sound budget had elicited the commendation of a Congress 
member like Mr. Krishan Gopai Dutt. She did not agree with Mian Nurullah 

that the expenditure could be reduce from Ks. 12 to 10 crorcs, unless some 

department was scrapped, which was out of the question. Ihc Government, 
idle said, would give due consideration to the recommendations. Next day, the 16th. 
Mitfeli, Sir K. RoberU stressed that tliough provision had been made for the famine- 
stricken area, the bulk of the agriculturisls got no relief. He urged the 

Government to press for a fivc->ear period of protection to wheat-growers. 
Mian Andul Hays, Minister for Education, cited figures to show that primary 
sdiool teachers in the Punjab were better paid than elsewhere and also the 
perceniage of trained teachers was larger in the Punjab than in other provinces. 
The hon. Mr. Manoharlal, Finance Minister, wimling up the discussion, replied 
to the criticisms levelled by the members. He maintained that immediately after 
taking up office, the Government took steps to reduce tlie scales of pay. There 
was little si'ope for further retrenchment. He referred to tlie Hissar famine and 
said that the Government had not only met tlic immediate needs but had provided 
a huge sum for natural calamities in the next year’s budget. The only tax the 
Punjab Government had proposed was the petrol tax which had b€x;n levied in 
other provinces also. The Finance Minister was lustily cheered when he declared, 
**it is in view of this that our credit in the loan market stand high.” Among 
oUiers who participated in the discussion wei'e Dr. Qopiuhand Bharyava, Leader 
of the Opposition party, Sir ChoUuram, Minister for Development and Mrs. 
Dunichag^d. The 'House at this stage adjourned. 

Voting on Budget Demands 


ITth. to SOtli. MARCH Voting on Budget demands for grants commence^. 
OB the 17th. March and on the next day, the IStii. Mareh, the poliev of the Govei*n- 
ment in respect of the economic and social condition of the si'heauled castes in the 
piovirce formed the subject ot a lively delmte when a demand for grant in 
ieii>ect of ’’Ministers’ salarira” ivas moved. The mover of the “cut”. Lain Naranamdas, 
atici pthcr members of tlie OpjKksition criticised the Government for having done 
nothing for the amelioritloti of Uarijans as compared with the work done in the 
Congress provinces. Saraur Gopai Singh, Parliamentary Becretary, while expressing 
sympathy with thdr IcMUlmaie jpievanoos, referred to the Government’s achievement in 
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aboliBbing *‘begar*' (forced l^ur) and in providing facilitiea to Harijana aa regarda 
Oovemment employment. The cut motion waa rejected by 60 votea to A 
^irited Bpeecit waa made by Ditoan Chamanlal^ Deputy Le^r oi the Congreaa 
Oppoaition Party, whcm he moved a token cut to eeuaure the general policy of 
the Government Diwan Chamanlal atrongly ciitieiaed the Government lor 
taking no^ atepa for the uplift of the Hai^Ana and for the improvement of the econo- 
mic conditiona of the province. He had|^«iit concluded when the Houae adjourned 
till Monday, the kOth. March, when he, ""beutinuing hia speech, returned to the 
attack on me Goveriiment over his cut m6tion un£r the head “General Adminis- 
tration.” He refeipred specially to the failure of the Government to reduce land 
revenue and water rates and for their continuing to draw “fat salaries.” The 
hon. Sir.^ Chhoturamt mplying to the debat^ dwelt at length on the achim’ements 
of the Ministry, particularly as regards tine launching of various projects, the 
passing of ^ agrarian legislation and the promotion of industrial devuopment. 
The hon. Sir. Sikaniar Hyat Khan, Piemier, winding up the debate, answered 
the charges made by Diwan Obnmanlal and appealed for cooperation from all 
sections of the Houae in view of tlie difficult times ahead. The cut motion was 
lost by 36 votea to 101 and the demand for Rs. 93,03,400 in respect of “Gene- 
ral Administration” was granted. Next day, the 21st March, the Hon^ble Mr. 
Mhnoharlal moved the demand for grant ot Ra. 28,88.300 under the heak “Jails 
and Convict Settlements.” Mr. Santram^ Seth moved a cut to raise the question 
of general policy of Government underlying the jail administration. The mover 
and other Congress speakers alleged that corruption and ill-treatment prevailed in 
jails and urjged that the quality of food and clothing sui^ydied to prisoners should 
be improved. Sjicaken from the Treasury Benches, refuting these charges, drew 
attention to the brighter features of the jail administration. Discussion had not 
concluded when the House adjourned till th^ next day, the 22nd. March, when 
cut was put to vote, was rejected by 90 votes to 35 and the whole demand was passed. 
The Miniater, refuting tlie several charges made by tlic speakers, i)ointed out that lie 
had paid several surprise visits to jails and found the food supplied was 
quite good. It could be furtlier testified by tlie fact tliat 77 per cent of the 
prisoners, when released, were in good health. The Government were also liberal 
in the matter of infim and aivk prisoners. Among other amenities provided were 
the supply of newB-]mi)CVB (English, Hindi, Urdu and Punjabi), installation of 
radio sets in jails and provision of facilities for physical exercise in jails. During 
the fifteen or sixteen months of its regime, the Punjab (Government had rclcnsed 
a considerable number of political prisoners and Babnr Akuli prisoners. As re- 
gards I. M. S. officers in the Jail Department, the Minister expressed his inability 
to make any abrupt change in this rcsiicet as tlicy were still under tlie Secre- 
tary of State. He, however, assured the House tluit ultimately there would be 
no I. M. B. officers in the Jair De]>Artmciit. Next day, tlie 23rd. March, 
the hon. Mr. Manoharlal, Minister for Finance, moved that a sum not exceeding 
Rs. 48,16,500 be granted to the Governor to defray the charges tliat will come up 
for payment during the year ending March 31, 1940, in respect of the M^ical 
Department. A cut motion moved by Lala Dunichand was withdrawn as the discus- 
sion assumed a communal turn. Bupuortiiig anotlier 'cut’ moved by Chaudhri 
Muhammad Haaan, Mr. JJeahbandhu &upta, Chaudhri Kriahna Oopal Dutt and 
other Opposition speakers expressed themselves disappointed with the achievements of 
the Government during their two years’ r^ime. They suggested the introduction of 
indigenous systems of medicine such as Unani, Ayurvedic and Homoropathic in rural 
areas, so as to afford greater relief to the sick and the suffering. They urged that 
firm aettion should be taken to ensure that false medical certificates were^ not issued 
by medicsd officers. Chaudhri Kriahna Qopal Dutt held that the Medical Depart- 
ment in the Punjab was starving as the money earmarked for it iras not bring pro- 
perly utilised. Begum Shah Nawaz, in a siiinted reply which was lustily cheried, 
muted the suggestion that the funds of the Department were not bring spent pro- 
perly. Bho dwrit at leng^ on the various reforms in the Department introduced 
.the Ministry and referi*^ in particular to three features in which the 

Funjab led the test of Ind^ namely the scheme of education which was an 
improvement on tlie Wardlia scheme, the large percentage of trained daia 
Md nurses employed and the system of rural uplift in operation. 

xN^ext day, the 24th. Mareh, tumultuous scenes marked the concluding part of 
debate on the Congress cut which was designed to cnticiro^ policy uiider- 
Jying t^ expendituro on the Medical Department, while the Minister for CMuca- 
tion, who was also in charge of the Public UeMUi, was replying to the debate 
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on the cut motion. Dr. Gopichand Bhargava, Leader of the Ompoeition, Intermp- 
tiiig him aslDBd' a question. The Minister, who was concluding nis speech, shouM 
at the top of his voice saying that he was not going to be interrupt^. Objection 
<was taken by the Opposition members to the tone in which the Minister addressed 
the Leader of the Opposition party. This was followed by shouts of "Shut up. 
I^ut up.” Confusion prevailed for a little while and the Speaker had to call 
members to order several times. The Education Mtnieit/r rose amidst unroarlous 
scenes * and expressed his regret. This was followed by a demand from the 
Ministerial benches that the members of the Opposition benches should withdraw 
the words '‘Shut up” used against the Minister. The cut motion, when put to 
vote, was rejected by 71 votes to 36 and the whole demand for Rs. 48 16,r03 
under the head "Medical” was passed and the House adjourned till Monday, the 
the 27t]i. March when a note of warning that the Government would be face to 
face with a crisis if drastic steps were not taken to improve the lot of zamindars 
of the province was uttered by Sardar Hart Singh moving a token "cut” in the 
demand under "Agriculture”. Sardar Sahib Sardar UjjaJ Singh, opposing the 
*cut”, dealt at length with the great strides taken by the MiniBti7 so far to improve 
the agricultural conditions in the province. They were spending Bs. lakhs 
more than during the Inst two years on agriculture. Supplies of improve seed 
to the cultivator had resulted not only in increase in yield, but in fetching better 
prices. For instance, cultivators had obtained Ks. 1.00.00,000 extra under wheat, 
Kb. 1,55,00,000 under cotton and an equal amount under sugar, lie expressed the 
inability ol tlie Government to push the imces up, while the question of ratio 
was the concern of the Central Government. Sardar Saliib Sardar Santokh 
Singh, leatler of the Independent Party, supported the "cut” and had not 
concluded his siicech when the House adjourned till the 26th. March, when a 
demand for a 25 i)er cent reduction in w’ater rates, which was made by 
the Opix)Bition Party through a cut motion on the Government demand 
under the head "Laud Revenue”, was rejected by 79 votes to 53. The 
division list showed that four members of the l^linisterial Party voted 
with the Opposition, while over a dozen members of the Ministerial Party remained 
neutml. Mian Nurullah, one of the seetders from the Unionist Party, moving 
three cuts together reminded the Ministerial Party of theii* pledges given to voters 
at the lime of election and urged them to red(sem tliem by making a reduction 
in land revenue and water rates. Hedwrclt at length on the slidine^ scale system 
of land revenue which, he said, instead of giving any relief to poo’* peasants, had 
raised tlie burden of taxation. Making a vigorous defence or the Government’s 
policy regardiiig land revenue, the Premier, Bir Bikamlar Hviit Khan, explained 
at lengtii the working of the iiew' system and hold that it had been introduced 
in the interests of the zaminders. I^e Government wanted to raise the standards 
of the zamindars by raising their incomes. TJie Premier concluded with a fervent 
appeal to the members of the OpvKisition to rise al)()\c the i)arty si)iiit and join 
hands with the Government in the interests of the poor peasants of the 
province. Next day, the 30tii. March, the guillotiiio was applied after w'hich the 
rest of the demands, numbering 31, were pHR>o(L 'I'hc Opposition clainuHl 
division on the demands in re8])ect of Police and Kxcisc but both demands 
were passcfl by 91 voUHi to 34 and 89 to 42 its] odivcly. JJurlicr, the cut nmtion 
of Mian Nurullah which sought to reduce land revenue by 10 i^cr cent was rejected 
by 74 votes to 43. The ifousc then proceeded to discuss tiic cut motion of Sardar 
Muhammad Huasain, another seceder from the Ministerial Party, which protested 
against the high rate of apsessment of land revenue in Lahore district and urged 
its rlSuction. After three hours’ debate, in which Sir Ookulchand Narang and 
Sardar Sampuran Singh, members of the Opi) 08 ilion, participated, the cut motion 
was lost by 86 votes to 46. The hon. Choudhury Chotturam, Minister for Deyelo])- 
ment, replying to the debate, contended that the Government, by passing the agrarian 
^station, bad relieved the poor peasants from the clnUdies of money-lenders. 
The Minister refuted the charge leveled by the Opposition, tiiat tlie Premier had 
refused to meet the de]mtation of the Kisans of Lahore district who bad come to 
Lahore to complain against the high rate of assessment of land revenue, and said 
that the Premier was prepared to meet those who had some grievances and not others. 

Assault ON A Mkmbkr 

tSQk, MARCH :^An allegation that Mian 2/iikarud-Din, Secretary of the 
Assembly Congress I'arty, W'us assaulted by a police officer when he objected to the 
arrest by the officer of some persons in connection w ith Kisan Batyagraha was made 
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towaids the end of the eittine to-day. The Leader of the OppoeiUcm. Ihr. (7«fi^ehafid 
Bhargava, tiling on a point <» order, uhei thelhiemier mether be had instmcted 
tiie imice to Imt a member of the Eouie who had Tiiited the aceue of the 
Kisan Satyagraha. The BremUr repudiated the allmtion in xwly to which 
Mian jj/ffiar-ud-Din, riling on a point of priyuege, laid that if thia 
waa the aort of truth uttmd by the Premier, then ne had not much reapeot 
for him. Gontinuing, Mian Iftiker-ud-Din ezplamed that to-day he went to die 
scene of the Kiaan ^tyagraha. He nbdcad a police officer picking aome penoni 
from the crowd and putting them undijh aneai When he (the speaker )ooj6eted, 
the officer insulted him by telling him to^i^ut up”. The officer, he further alleged, 
gave him two or three blows. The Speaker, giving hia ruling, held that the matter 
concerned a private and personal affair of a member and there waa no breach of 
the privilege of the House. He added that if any authority was produced under 
which he could entertain the privilege motion then he would be prepared to take 
it up . 

Motor Spirits Sales Taxation Bill (coktd.) 

81st. MARCH The House took up to-day the Motor Spirits Bill and after rejec- 
tion of a dilatory motion to elicit public opinion on it, discussed it clause by clause and 
adopted it on substantially the same form as it emerged from the Select Omamittee. 
An important amendment, which the Opposition prwsed to a division, sought to 
reduce the proposed tax on motor spirit from one anna three pies to one anna, but 
the am^dment was rejected by 83 votes to 34. The House then adjourned till Monday. 

Insolvency & Entertainments Duty Bill 

8id. APRIL ‘.--The House passed two official Bills to-day, namely the Provincial 
Insolvency (Punjab Amendment) Bill and the Punjab Entertainments Duty (Amend- 
ment) Bill without much discussion. The first was designed to remove certain defects in 
the old Act, while the second secured unifoimity and obviated the necessity for 
frequently amending the Act, whenever alterations in rates have to be made. A 
motion for circulation in respect of the second Bill was lost without a division. 

The hon. Major Khitar Hyat Khan, Minister for P. W. D. next introduced the 
Village Panchayats Bill, which sought to extend the powers and duties of panchayats 
in the province. He moved that tne^ill be referred to a Select Gommittee. Sardar 
Hari Singh (Gongress) moved for circulating the Bill for eliciting public opinion. 
Opposing the circulation motion. Major Khizar Hyat Khan said that the Bill sought 
to revive the old village panchayat system which was in force before the British 
Baj. The motion waa discussed for about two hours and eventually was rejected by 
the House by 92 votes to 37. The ordinal motion of the Minister for referring the 
Bill to a Select Gommittee was carried. 


Bsrgeant-at-armb Bill (contd.) 

The Premier, Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan^ next moved that the Assembly (Offices) 
Bill, as reporti^ ny the Select Gommittee, be taken into consideration. The BUI 
sought to provide for the appointment of a sergeant-atrarms to attend on thePunjd) 
Legislative Assembly, for the appointment of deputies and subordinates and for 
other matters. A constitutional point, raised by Pandit Munilal Kalia (Congress), 
that under the Govei'nmont of India Act, the House had no power to pass such 
legislation, was ruled out by the Speaker. Sardar Hari Singh moved for circula- 
tion of the Bill and observed that no legislature in the world had passed such a 
bill. The British Parliament, which was considered to be the Mother of Parliaments, 
did not pass such legislation in spite of the fact that the^ members some 
time exchanged blows, on the floor of the House. Sardar Hari Singh had not 
concluded, whm the House adjourned till the next day, the 4tt. ApiR, wlm 
the circulatiim mot io n was rejected. The supportero of the ciroulation 


Dr. Sir Chkulchand Narang and Dr. Mohammad Alam, made I wineh a n t 
criticism of the bUl which they described was a coercive mea^ intended 
to throttle the riidits of the minori^. Sir Maqhool Mahmood, Parliamentary 
Secretary, oppbaing the motion sud that the object of the bill was to derive powen 
^ the Qovemtnent of India Act lor the SpeakiT m o^ to enforce ilm 
of the House. Aa the Speaker was i^ve pa^r no^ ahould 
him with powem which could be d^vea fxom the ^Gbveminent ef Indkt Aet. 
The mtion. wydi was also ofmoaed by MoM 

was reieeted withosd #viaioiL ^Shoidkwry Kfitihna Gapal Dnita then moved tet 
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die bill be committed to the same Select Committee with instructions that the 
Sdect Committee should re-examine the matter after holding consultations with the 
Speaks and the Deputy Speaker of the Punjab Assemblv as well as the Speakers 
and Deputy Speakers of the legislatures in other provinces of India and report 
before August 1, 1039. The mover was still speaking when the House adjourned 
till the next day, the 5fh. Ajrall, when the motion was negatived and the House 
proceeded to consider the Bill clause by clause. 

Official Bhj^s Introduced 

Gth. APRIL Six non-official Bills, including the Punjab Belief of Indebtedness 
(Amendment) Bill the Punjab Court (Amendment) Bill, the Punjab Debtors Protec- 
tion) (Seoona Amendment) Bill, the Punjab Homeopathic Faculty BilL the Punjab 
Motor Spirits (Kcgulation of Friezes) Bill and the Punjab Customary Law (Amend- 
ment) Bill wore introduced to-day. 

The Punjab Homeopatliic Faculty Bill, which was sponsored by Chtmdhri 
Kriahna^ Oqpal Dutt, aimed at regulating and standardizing instruction in homeo- 
pathy ahid controlling its practice in the Punjab. 

The Punjab l^lotor Spirts (Regulation of Prices) Bill aimed at avoiding 
comiietition. 

On an assurance given by the Premier Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan^ that the 
Government would not object to a similar Bill which had been introduced earlier 
being referred to a Select Committee, Mrs. Dunichand withdrew her Punjab Hindu 
Marriage Reform Bill, which sought to prohibit, except in certain cases, the Hindus, 
Sikhs and Jains mariying a second wife in the life-time of the first wife. The 
House then adjourned till the 11th. 

Sergeant-at-arms Brix (contd.) 

11th. APRIL The Assembly made very little progress with the Sergeant-at-Arms 
Bill to-day. After several Op)K)sition amendments liad ocen lost, the House adopts 
an important Government amendment, which sought to substitute tiie words, ^the 
Governor or such person as he may direct may appoint the Sergeant-at-Arms” 
for the words, ”the rnnjab Government shall a])poiut the Bergeant-at-Arms.” In 
die course of tlic discussion of on Opposition amendment that the Sergeant-at- 
Arms be appointed on the . requisition of die Bixtakcr, the Premier said that diere 
was an improvement in the tone of the discussion in the House and he hoped that if 
this state of afi'airs continued, it might not be necessary to ap|x>int a Sergeant-at- 
Arms. The Government wished to have this measure passed to serve in the case of 
emergency. He maintained that it would be inadvisable to vest the power of 
apiiointin^ a Sergeant-at-Arms in the Speaker. Next day, the lath. April, 
the amendment of Munahi Hari Lai (Congress), which was movcci yesterday and which 
sought to invest the power of suspension, reduction and punishment of the Sergeat- 
at Arms in the S])caker, when put to vote, was lost by 72 votes to 42. A heated de- 
bate then ensued on the motion of Dewan Chaman Lai, Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition, opixising Clause 3 relating to the ap])ointmcr.t of a Sergeant-at-Arms. 
Diwan Cliamanlal felt that they were insulting the S|)eaker by not investing him 
wilh powers of apixiinting the Sergeant-at-Arms. A division was claimed on the 
motion, which was rejected by 91 votes to 36 and die clause, as amended, was 
passed. The House divided on an amendment of Dr. Oopichand Bharqava which 
Bought to provide that a member, who deliberately and persistently behaved in 
a grossly disorderly manner and refused to withdraw, when called upon by the 
Speaker, iiw be excluded dirough the Sergeant-at-Arms, if the House agreed by a 
majority. 'The amendment was lost by 91 votes to 33. Clause 4 of the Bill, which 
related^ the ]x>wer of the Speaker to order the removal or exclusion of persons, 
was uiAer consideration when the House adjourned till the l4th. Amil when the 
House adopted it. An Opposition ameudmeut, to Clause 5 of the Bill, seeking 
the deletion of the portion empowering the Sergeant-at-Arms or his deputies to 
enlist aid' from servants of the Crown, if they considered that necessary, to execute 
ordm given by the Speaker was defeated by 86 votes to 84. Diwan Chamanlal, 
supporting the amendment, said that he could; not remember any instance when the 
police hsa been requiidtioned in the House of Commons to remove a member. 
Opposing the aikiendment, the Pramwr said that the provision had been made to 
meet an emergency whies, he hopGd, would never arise. They did not want to 
keep permanent police &e puipose, because it would be an unnecessary burd^ 
on the exchequer. had be^ made to requisition outside hup 

in esse cd emergencyi :%Jlinise 5, 6, ?• 8 and 9 were passed in quick suooession. All 
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Oppotitioii ainendmeats were lajeoted. After the ooneideration of the Bill elanee hy 
clause was over, the Premier moved the third reading and discussion had not con- 
clnded, when the House adjourned till Monday, the 27Ui. when the closure motion 
was pressed to a division and carried by 92 votes to nil. The Bill was thereupon passed. 

No-confidence on Dy. Speaker & Ministers 

ISth. APRIL :~A *no-conftdence* mo^t^against the Deputy Speaker, which was 
tabled by Sardar Pratap Bingk, (Congrepi^ under Section 63 of the Qovernment of 
India Act and signed bv 51 members cdihe Opposition Party was adjourned to- 
day by the Speaker^ amidst loud opposition applause. Next day, the 20th. April, in a 
a statement explaining the ])Osition regardln!| the allotment, of time for ^e discus- 
sion of the no-coiifidence motion ageunst tlie Deputy Sixsaker, the Premier said that 
he could have been delighted to accommodate the Opposition, but his hands were 
tied by the Qoyemment of India Act which laid down that a no-confidence motion 
could not be discussed before the lapse of fourteen days. As the sesbion would not 
continue till then, it was not iiossible to take up the motion in the present session. 
Dr. . Oopichand Bhargava^ Lender of the Opixisition, said that if the Opposition 
wanted to move a no-confidcncc motion thev would do so and did not want any re- 
commendation or suggestion from the Ih^mier. lie added that it was for the 
Speaker and not for the Premier to fix a time for a no-coniidence motion against 
the Ministry. They had been compelled to table a no-confiden^‘.e motion against ^e 
Deputy Speaker because they had grievances against him. If those grievances were 
removed, the Opposition would withdraw the motion. The Speaker, Sir 8ahab-Ud- 
Dint pointed out tlint, according to the rules, if the Assembly were prorogued, 
the motion of no-confidcnce against the Deputy Speaker would automatically lapse. 

22nd. APRIL :~Five motions of no-confidence against the Frcmicr, Sir Sikandar 
Hyat Khaut Chaudhri Sir ChhotuTiiw, Mr. Manohar Lal^ Major Khizar Hyat 
Khan Tiwana and Sir Sundnr Singh Afajithia were admitted to-day. The motion 
of no-confidcnce against the Premier was tabled by Mian Nurullah who had sccerled 
from l^e Unionist Party. Chaudhri Knrtar Singh tabled the motion againgt Mr. 
Manohar Lalf Finance Minister. Sardar Sanipuran Singh against Sir Sundar 
Singh Majithiat Sardar Kapur Singh against Major Khizar Hyat Khan and Diwan 
Chamanlal against Chaudhri Sir Chhoturam, 

The Speaker at the outset called uix)n Sheikh Karamat AH (Unionist) to move his 
motion expressing confidence in the Ministry, which stood first in to-day’s agendo. The 
(^position members urged that the motion of no-confidence against the Education 
Minister, which was admitted yesterday, be taken up first. Manehi Harilal (Con- 
gress) argued that under the Government of India Act, a motion of confidence could 
not be moved. This view was BU))ported by Mr. K, L, Qauba and Dr. Oopichand 
Bhargava, Leader of the Opposition. The Speaker ruled tliat sijice the confidence 
motion had been received in ms o/tlce earlier, he must give priority to it. When the 
tui'moil subsided, the Speaker called upon Mr. Karamat AH (Unionist) to move 
his motion of confidence. Mr. Karamat All rose to do so ivhen Diwan Chamantalt 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition Party, announced Uiat as a gesture of protest 
his party will not take part in the discussion on the motion of confidence. -There- 
upon, all Opposition members walked out, except Chaudhry Mohd. Hussain, whose 
no-confidence motion sgainst the Education Minister ap]>cared next on the agenda. 
Mr. Karamat Ali*s motion was then carried by 107 votes to nil. Immediately after 
the announcement of tlm result, ihe Opposition Faity walked into the House and 
Chaudhry Mohd. Huaeain moved his no-confidenco motion against the Education 
Minister. The d^te on ^e motto lasted three hours. Two members, including the 
mover, spoke in favour of the motion and one member of the Ministerial Party 
opposM it. Initiating the debate^ Chaudhri Mohd, Hussain strongly criticised the 
policy of the hOnister in regard to education and medical aid. During the course 
of to two years, he said, no improvement had been made either in spreading edu- 
ction Or m to giving of medioal aid to the rural population. He charged to 
Minister with not redseniing to pled^ he had given to ms electorate. Bhai Puteh^ 
Jang Singh (Unionist), opposing to motion, detailed at length the progress made jn 
education and medicu aid since to advent of to present Ministry. Hemaintsmed 
^at in spite of natursl calsmities, su^ as &min6 and hailstorm, the (Government 
had provided huge suns of money for education and medical aid. Next day. 
w Mth. April, m, J. D. Ambar (Christian), who recently seceded from the 
Ministerisl Psity, supporting the no^nfideooe motion, said that the present Govein- 
ment had to same policy as its prsdecesstpr. The fieforms had made no difference 
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in the Punii^. He eriUdsed the OoTemment’s policy in passing the agrarian fii]ls« 
which, he sa^ had not given relief to the poor peasants but had caused a^t 
among the diimrent classes. Chaudhuri JT. G. Dutt, who tabled the motion of no- 
confidence againt the Finance liinister, said ihat Mr. Manoharlal had failed to adopt 
imy sound economic policy. It was stated that he was q^iposed to the agrarian 
BiUs. If he were^ why did he not resign when the Bills were passed ? Far from 
resigning, he was subroribing to Muslim League poli^ by remfuning in a Ministry 
which .was virtually a Muuim League Ministry. Mian Nurulla, who had tabled 
the ^no-eoafidenoe motion mpunst the Premier, Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan, said 
that since he had left the Ministerial Party, he was bdng attacks ruthlessly by 
the members of that Party. There was a tidk of even murdering him. Ministerial 
benches : Oh, oh.) Mian Nurullah said that he difibred from the Ministerial Party 
not on pemnal grounds but on public grouhds The Unionist Party had not 
redeemed its pledges to the electorate. The backward classes and the poor 
aamittdars were not fairly treated. A very reasonable and moderate demand for 
reduction in the land revenue made by him was not accepted by the Govern- 
ment Winding up the debate, Sir Sikandar Hyat Nkan expressed 
pleasure that the no-confident motions had been moved because firstly they 
would stir the Ministerial Pmty up to do their duty by the dectorate and 
secondly, the result would give a little^ respite to the Opposition who 
had bet forecasting landslides in the Ministeriid Party. It, however, grieved 
him to hear that ms Government had done nothing for the political pnsoners. 
"Barring a handful of people,*’ he declared, "we have rdeased all, in spite of the 
fact that the assurance given to us by the Leader of the Opposition and Other 
friends have not been kept. If those still in custody give the necessary assiTsnces, 
their case will be considered sympathetically.” As regards the securities demanded 
from the press, the Premier said that he could not tolerate two things, namely, 
rouring of communal bitterness and preaching of violence. Even the Congress- 
governed provinces were using the weapons against the press. They were being 
forced to do so. He was sorry to hear that the Opposition was still accusing 
the Government of doing little for the amdioration of the peasantry. When the 
Government brought forwaid the agrarian Bills, the Opposition opposed them 
tooth and nail despite the mandate of the Congress to the contrary. 

At this stage the House divided and the no-confidence motion against iftan Abdul 
Haye, Education Minister, was defeated by 112 votes to 55. The no-confidence 
motion against Choudhri Sir Chhoturam, Minister for Development, tabled by 
IHwan Chamanlal, was rejected by 112 votes’ to 54. Hian Muhammad 
Nurullah's motion against the Premier was also negatived by 112 votes to 53. 
The motions against the Bevenue Minister, the Finance Minister and the Public 
Works Minister were not put The House then adjourned sins die. 
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Proce^ings of the C. P. Assembly 

Budget Settioa-- Nagpur — ISth. March to 20th. April 1939 

Fikakciai Statement fo^ 1039-40 

Hie Budget session of the G. P Legislative Assembly commenced at Nagpur on 
the 15th. Hanh 1959. The Honlile Mr. JO. a. Mehta, the Finance Member introduced the 
Budget lor 1939-40 which revealed a small surplus of Bs. 1.^ lakhs. Receipts are enected 
to total Bs. 434.74 lakhs and expenditure Bs. 4^.48 lakhs. The revised Budget Estimates 
for 1938-39 indicate a revenue deficit of Bs. 34.18 lakhs instead of a budgetted surplus 
of Bs. 82,000. attributed mainly to fall under ''laiid revenue.** To meet this deficit, 
the Minister said that the Government proix>sed to imixise certain new taxes, an en- 
hancement ^of rates of stamp duties on non judicial stamps as prevailing in most 
provinces, levy of license fees and an ad valorem tax on the sale of tobacco, enhan- 
cement of the rate of the sales .tax on the motor spirit and lubricants, and enhan- 
cement of the rate of fees on private motor vehicles. Stamp duties will yidd an 
additional Bs. 4,50,000. The tobacco tax will produce Rs. 3,00,000 and the enhanced 
tax on lubricant oil is estimated to bring in an income of about Bs. 1,5,000. 
Bcferring to expenditure in Berar, Mr. Mehta said that there was no aspect of the Bud- 
get which the members of the House from Berar did not scrutinize with a nore watchful 
eye than the proportion of divisible expenditure allotted to Berar. For the first time 
for many years, they would meet wltli a pleasant surprise at finding that their 
demand has neared fulfilment. While the proportion of divisible revenue contri- 
buted by Berar has fallen from 36 7 to 33. >, the fiercentage of divisible expenditure 
allotted to Berar has risen from 30.8 to 33.7 of real new expenditure, as much as 
41 per cent b«Mng been allotted to it. 

Proceeding, the Ministei* announced that the total new expenditure for which 
provision has been made, amounts to Rs. 26.09 lakhs. A road programme, amoun- 
ting to Bs. 45 lakhs, to be financod largely from the Road Fund, has been drawn up 
and forwarded to the Central Government for approval. A fairly large proportion 
of the ;iew expenditure this year has been allott^ to the Medical and Public 
Healdi Departments. Rs. ij2,(JOO has been earmarked for the promotion of Ayurvedic 
and Uiiani medicine. Rs. 9,090 has been provided for subsidizing allopathic practitio- 
ners. The plan for organizing a )niblic hoaltii service has been completed and Rs. 
64,000 has been provided for making a liegiiiiiiivj;. The m:>st impovtant scheme is 
the one for vidya mandirs, with a capital cx}>cnditiire of Rs. 2.GG lakhs, which is 
sufficient for financing 100 vidya mandirs. 8|)eakiiig on the |Hiey and program- 
me which is engaging the atteniioii of Uic Government, the Miuistor declai*ed that 
the water rates for irrigation were considerably reduced but this bad failed to attract 
^new agreements in certain tracts. A final efibrt would be made to make people 
realize the gravity of the situation. Out of prudence and sheer necessity the 
Government had decided to continue with the extension if the prohibition scheme, 
which would be extended to two more districts. The total recurrent loss of 
^revenue due to prohibition was Rs. 38 luklis. Anotlicr important proposal, he said, 
was the introduction of tenancy reform in general, and transferability of occu- 
pancy holdings in particular. 

The proposal to separate the executive ami judicial was under examination 
specially mth r^rd to the administrative and financial imidicntions, said Mr. 
M^ta. Cg^cluding, the Minister said that tlie coiiKlitutional barriers must, one 
by one^ ,j^d ultimatdy before the pressure of public opinion and considerations 
of justibe and fair play. *^But meanwhile it is becoming in<*.rcasingly difficult for 
ns to bear our cross of financial orthodoxy, and unless the Hecretary of State 
is {wepared to assist ns in securing a reasonable reduction in the cost of ad- 
ministration, and thus to ease the strain, we shall be comiielled to seek some 
effective means of ^mding the situation**. 

Prisons Act Amend. Bill 

After the Budget had been presented, the House took up official Dills. On the motion 
of the Minist^ for Jails, the House passed into law two Bills, one amending the Pnmns 
Aetfe 1894, in its appUcation toO. P- and Berar. and the other amending the Indian Bar 
Oouneils Act, 19^ The fiiit BQl defined political prisoneb and secured better treatment 
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in^ ol food wild other ameoidcB in iails, lAile Oie Moond 

Hll enqxnrand the Um^ Court to tahe action in the ■ form m reprimand, snapenehm 
at tonorm from practinn^ fgainet such lawyeri aa are found guilty at piofea- 
8i(Mial miscondact or cnminal offiencoi rcuderlDK tbom unfit to continuo •• 
advocates. 


Gb^^ebal Discussion op Budget 

16th. & 17a. :-;Genera] discismiion of the Budget commenced on the 16th. 

Ma]^. Bao Sahib O. T . Hajurkeir^ leadib fibe attack, compiained that the Government 
had not effected all economics they had promised, that salaries of hig^y-paid 
officers were not reduced and that the Government was taxing people at a tima 
when no furthw burden could oe borne. He alleged that the Congress Govern- 
ment was luffing the province to insolvency and charged the Government with 
neglecting me in^M^s of Moslems and Harijans by not iLcluding their represen- 
tatives m the Cabinet. Mr. M. G. Chitnavis referred to the fact that ever ^noe 
tile Congress came into office taxation to the tune of Bs. 20 lakhs had been 
imposed. He urged that exj)ci‘ts from foreign countries should be brought for 
developing local industries. Mr. V, J/. Jakatdnr, secretary of the Congress party, 
alleged that the Ministi 7 was not acting up to 'Gandhian’ principles as they spent 
Bs. 50,000 in furnishing bungalows while hundreds of people were living in mud 
huts. He stated that appointments made by them haa evoked complaints of 
putiality and favouritism, aud urged that the Ministers* conduct should, like 
Caesu’s wife, ^ above suspicion. He refeiTed to the economic condition of the 

a * 3 and said (hat from personal knowledge he could say tiiat people were 
e to pay second kist land revenue and urged its suspeusion. Other 
Congress members also participated in the debate. The House then 

adjourned till the next day, the 17th. March, when Mr. JT. O, Deahmukh 

(Congress) drew the attention of the Ministry to the defects in the present 

system of preparing crop estimates in Bcrar and said that revenue officers paid 

no heed to the reasonable grievances of the people in this respect. Mrs. Durgabai 
Joahi (Congress) emphasisea the urgent need for reducing enhancement of revenue 
in the 12 tuuks comprising Berar and the C. P. Marathi tracts. Khan Bahib 
Abdur Bahamau Khan (Muslim T.ieague) referred to the sad plight of Kisans of 
Berar, particularly Buldwa and Khumgaou districts, and complained that the 
Government had shown discrimination in giving relief to the p^santry. Mr. V, 
B. Kalappa (Congress) appreciated the Ministry’s action in balancing thebuuget 
this year under difficult conditions and supported generally the new devdopment 
schemes and taxation measures to finance them, 'i he Hev. G. C\ Bogera (European and 
Anglo-Indian representative) congratulated Mr. Mehta on producing a balances budg^ 
this year, which, he said, was fair, just and reasonable to all interest. He deprecated the 
destructive criticisms of the Budget proposals in the House. Rev. Bogers objected to t^ 
high salaries of the Berviccs and urged the Government to take concerted action in 
tins matter with the other provinces with a view to reducing administrative expendi- 
ture. Mr. T. J. Kadar characterised the budget as "most useless” and found fault 
with the Finance Minister for showing it as a surplus one, though in reality 
it was a deficit budget. He was sorry to confess that though they had come to 
the House to wre^ the new Constitution, the Indian Act 1^5 hod broker, them. 
Mr. Kedar complained that the C. P. Marathi tract has been treated as an 
orphan by the Government in the matter of affording relief to the peasantry. 
He also objected to the extension of the Prohibition experiment this year, mting 
about Bs. 8 lakhs loss in revenue, without the Assembly being consulted in m 
matter, particularly since the Ministry had come forwai*d with the new toatioii 
proposfds to meet this loss of excise revenue. Bcplying to the debate, the Fmance 
Minister, Mr. D. K. Mehta answered Mr. Kedar’s criticisms of the Govemm^tHi 
policy. Speaking in Hindi. Mr. Mehta pointed out that Inhibition was the Cpn- 
policy and the House had already passed the Prohibition Act lastyw* ^^J^y 
had extended the Prohibition experiment this year in purauance of the PMiey 
which had been approved by the Assembly. He regretted ^t no constru^ve 



p^sed that Harijans, more than any other community, wcmld reap the benefit 
of the Government’s Prohibition pdicy. He remark^ aat lie and his 
sUegianoe to an institution ttiie Congiess) which bcliev^ in jwipi wd not to mew 
talk. The Finance Minister added that after a series of d^cit budgets to the last 
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UxL yesn, he oonaideied it essential to balanoe the budget this jear in order 
to inotease the credit of tlds proYinoein the marked He assured the House that 
they would, continue to remain in office only as lone as the Congress wanted 
tbm to do so. Mr. Mdita maintained that enhancecT petrol tax would not hit 
the pocMT and that the additional taxation burden had been imposed on those capa- 
ble of bearing. They were examining the question of augmenting revenues t>y 
tapping new sources and in this connection, he mentioned the pomibiUty of thdr 
conffideriog imposition of an employment tax on the lines of the U. P. measure. 

Voting on Boogbt Demands . 


18th. to 1701. IIARCT Voting on Budget demands for grants commenc^ on the 


and its officers but later, the Government became indifferent to its fortunes. Mr. 
Gbie said fie had expects better treatment from the Congress Government this year 
in the budget but he had beqn disappointed. He askea the Government either to 
help the co-operative banka m the present crisis or advance loans to needy 
agnculturista who had no credit in the market Mr. Gole alluded in this con- 
nection to the Bombay Congms Government’s determination to finance these 
credit societies and the provision made in this year’s Bombay budget for this pur- 
pose and asked the C. P. Ministry to move in the matter. Mine members mke 
on the subject, emphasising generally the need for Government assistance. Home 
speakers from Berar held that mismanagement of the banks and the high 'rates 


ol interest charged on loans were res^nsible for the present critical state of 
affairs, while others pointed out that co-operation had failed only in Berar. The 
House then adjoumra till Monday, the SOth. Mcreh, when the Minister, Mr. D. P. 
MUhra, in the course of his spe^, rebutting the (marge that the Government had 
been indifferent to the critical situation in Berar, pointed out that they had appointed a 
committee to examine the entire situation in respect of the co-operative movement 
there and the report of this committee, which the Government had received only 
this wedt. would be shortly considered by them. He assured the House that 
there Imoi not been any departure in respect of Government policy for which 
they deserved censure. The Government fully recognised, as any member of the 


C, J. Bharuka, Speaki _ _ . 

Mr. Bharuka gave details (u the progress hitherto made by the Industrial Survey 
Committee constituted by the Government and said that the Government would 
take up 0ie question of assistance to both small and large scale and cottage in- 
dustries in the province after considering the Committee’s suggestions, which he 
expected to receive shortly. The Committee, he added, had recently completed a 
pr^minary jurvey of typical rural industries in select villages. The Minister 
also gave a resume of the several activities of the Industries Department, 
particularly in the matter of xevivkig viUage industries with the co-opm- 
0^ of tito Ail-India Spinners’ Aseo(&0OD and the All-India Village Indus- 
trks Association at Waidha. The out motion was withdrawn by the Congms 


a Congress member’s token 

lT.i. J. I ..I 


motion. 


MMi, when thf 
itroontigl was explai 
tion waswved bv tli 
urged the removal of 


iment’s policy in respect of apppintments to posts under 
the Minister, the hon. Mr. J, &. Bharuka. A cut mp- 
ir of the C^positioD, BfU> Sahdb 2>. B. Rajukar^ who 


ur^ the removal of the present D^ty Sector of Industries of C. F« on the 
gnamd that he was not a bonafide lerioent of the province. . Six members from 
fit seetieDS of the House strongly pleaded tkat prelmnce diould be given to pro- 
tinchd men hav^ the leqtdsite qualificarion as against those who were not bona- 
Me xesUents ol m pronaee. The Minister, rqrtyiiig to the deba te , aseejm 
that the present ineumbent of the post, wTc, L Gupta, had the sequbite quHi^ 
cation and praclieal eneiienee and in Mppointing him, tim Gomment Iw 
noted te the best^teiMiWffia pr^^ TUGmniment censh^ it its du^ 
to Hve piefeienoe to mmaeiit men. hnt wl& fiUhig up posts thay ooaM 

not subseiihe to ho ease iffionld im ooinctar he sppoin^it wbuld 
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Mr. Eajwrfpar, however, protested that the Gor^amieikt had turned down the 
elaiins of the candidate (a resident of the C&tral Provinces) even though he 
possessed, according to the speaker, the necessary qualifications for the post and had 
appointed a non-resident of the province. Descilbing this as ^^an act of injustice”, 
the mover pressed the cut motion to a division. It was defeated by ^57 votes to 18. 
The House then granted the enti e Industries demand. Nez day, the 25fh. Maich. 
discussing tlto tomine Belief Demand of 5,700, six members from Bew, both 
Congress and Non-Congress, supporteta token cut motion of Bao Sahib D, F. Ba- 
jurkar who demanded that a state of should be declared in Bcrar. The mover of 

the ‘‘cut”, emphasising the need for Government action, described the acute econo- 
mic distress prevalent in Berar. Complaining about the inadequacy of relief, Mr. 
Bajurkar said that^out of a total Land Bevenue demand of Bs. 36 lakhs, the Govern- 
ment had suspended only Bs. 4 lakhs in Berar. He warned the Government that 
the situation mi{^t become worse, if famine was not declared and concluded by 
Bugmting that the Government should advance liberal taccavi loans to cultivators, 
enabling them to improve the productivity of land. Most of the speakers from 
Berar, supporting the motion, endorsed generally the demand made by Mr. 
Bajurkar. The Bevenue Minister, Mr. 8, V, Ookhale^ admitted that the 
agrarian distress this year was ^ute, ^rticularly in the cotton producing 
areas of Berar and Nagpur Divisions. Ghe crop failure, he maintained, was 
not wholesale, but was confined to some parts. Since 1930, they had a 
senes of successive crop failures in Berar and the Government recognisim that in 
addition to this, conditions this year had become worse in certain jiarts, in which 
crops were damaged owing to excessive rains. Land revenue suspensions amounting 
to Bs. 9 lakhs bM already been given by the Government in areas where crops 
had failed. They had also earmarked a sum of Bs. 5.700 in the Budget and opened 
test relief works in some places of Berar where the distress was acute. The Govern- 
ment had also decided to distribute Bs. 12 lakhs to needy agriculturists in the 
form of taccavi loans and, if necessary, they would allot extra funds to 
help Eisans, for whom the Government had nill sympathy in their distress. 
The House then adjourned till Monday next, the 27tb. March, when the 
discussion on the Famine Belief demand was continued the whole day, and 
guillotine was applied at 5 p. m., whereafter the House voted the rest of the de- 
mands. In all, twelve members, mostly from the Congress benches, spoke to-day. 
They urged the (tovernment to render all possible help to the peasantry, particu- 
larly in the cotton producing tracts of Berar and the JNagpur Division, where eco- 
nomic distrcFB this year was acute owing to the failure of crops and scarcity of 
money which was the main problem facing the ryots* The ncM for the Gk>vem- 
ment expediting its relief measures to save the peasantry was emphasised by all 
toose participatTng in the discussion. Two Congress members, however, definitely 
stated that Government should not declare famine in Berar. The revenue Minister, 
Mr. S, V, OokhalCt replying, pointed out that the outturn of crops other than 
cotton was satisfactory in Berar. The figures for the last ten years had shown, 
they should remember, a gradual fall in the area of cotton cultivation. He concluded 
by assuring the House uiat the Government were fully alive to the situation 

to help the peasantry. The “cut” motion was lost. 

on Budget demauds and the House adjourned. 

Non-official Bbsolutionb . « 

28th. MARCH The Assembly discussed non-official resolutions to-day. The first 
resolution moved by Mr. B. L, FaUl (Harijan) from the Opposition^ ben^ 
recommended to the Government that the age-limit for entry of Harijans into 
Government seivices be incieased from 25 to 30. After most ^ of the Hanj^ 
members had supported it, the mover withdrew the resolution in view of 
mier 8hukla*8 assurance of synuathetic consideration of the suggestion on the 
part of the Government. The Premier also took the onportunity to explain what 
Government had done for the general betterment and educational advraemrat 
of Harijans and other backward classes. A major portion of to-day’s nttmg 
was devoted to a discussion of a Congress members resolution (Mr. L. jy. 
Nathe from Berar) urging the Government to gnmt total ramissivii of rents 
and revenue in the cotton tracts of the Nagpur and .. 

The debate had not concluded when the Bouse adjonmed till the SOth. 

Thb Taxation Bills 

. Mih, MARCH >-The AsBcmbly to-day discussed the firat d 
tion measures undertaken to augment the revenues of the Province. On the 


and would ' do their best 
This concluded the voting 
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^ C. J. Skaruka, Induitrin MiniMer, the Honw ngieed, after a 
pKApnged debate, to refer the C. P. and Berar Indian Stamp Amendment Bill to 
aadeet mmmittee vith iaatnctUma to report before tbe Sid. ApriL 1039. Hie 
BQl provided for w enhancement of the ratca of stamp duties on non-judidal 
stamps to the prevailing in moat other provinces* Oprpailion motion for the 
njupose of elicmiig public opinion, was rejected by the Bouse by 51 votes to 
Tlw _^^osition uas mainly led by Mr. JRaJufkar (Leader of the Opposition) 
^\oparde, who vehemently criticised the Government's action in 
trymg to impoM nesh burdens on the people at a time when economic conditions 
wOTe it impossible for them to shoulder the weight of new taxes'*. They threw 
a challenge to the Congress Party to get a resolution endorsing the taxation 
A .® meeting at any place in the province. Mr. D. K. 

Mehta, Finance Minister, repudiating the charge that the (^ngresa Party Hod 
forgotten its election promisee to reduce the tax burden, declared that they 
knew fully their duties to their constituencies, and to the organisation they be- 
long^ The Minister j oin^ out that they bad lighted the Wden of taxation 


to the extent of Bs. 30 lakhs uy conferring direct Genefits on tbe people, incluci- 

tnat they bad 


ing sntetantial relief from revenue dues. While admitting 

not achieved all that they intended, Mr. Mehta claimed that they were entitled 
to cre^t for confming benefits on poor cases. A saving of Ks, fifteen lakhs 
had already been enrated through economies in administrative expenditure, and 
fnr&er scoTO for reduction was under the consideration of the Government. Mr. 
Mehta justified the new taxation measures on the score of balancing the budget 
and money bdng needed for the development achemea. 


_ 81 at. ^RCH :--The Assembly to-dav wss occupied chiefly with diseussion of the 
Bui seeking to levy a tax on sale of tobacco in the province at the rate of ten 
per cent on Ac value of tobacco sold. The Bill provided Aat Ae tax be not 
levied and collected from the grower who sold tobacco grown by him. The Hon. Mr. 
C, J. Bharuku said that Ae Government anticipated next year an yield of Ra, 
3 lakhs from this tax. He assured Ae House Aat the effect on the consumer 
of toba<KX) would be imperceptible and Ae burden of Ae proposed taxation would 
not be exccBsitC. l)uring Ae debate Mr. P, J, Kedar, from Ae CJongress benches, took 
Ae Uoubc by surprise when speaking on Ae Bill he said that it was ‘ultra vires* of Ae 
l^slature. Elucidating his point, Mr. Kedar stated Aat he felt Aat Ais legisla- 
tion sought to impose a tax on Ae sale of tobacco and it came wiAin Ae scope 
of Elxcise Duty as defined in Item 45, Schedule 7 of List I contained in tne 
Government of India Act, 1935, which the Federal Legislature has alone entitled 
to impose. Mr. Kedar was of Ae opinion Aat the proposed tax in reality amount- 
ed to a levy on manufacture of tobacco and Aerefore could be constructed as an 
Ehroise Duty on tobacco, tbe imposition of which was wiAin the competence 
of Ae Federal Legislature and not Ae Provincial Legislature. The Hon. Mr. D, K. 
Mehta, Finance Minister, rebutting Mr. Kedar’s contention that Ae tax 
wgs in Ae nature of an Excise Duty, explained that the Bills sought to impose 
a tax on Ae sale of tobacco in Ae province, not on its manufacture. The levy 
the proposed duty would operate, he added, only when tobacco was sola 
wholeBale or retail. The Government had carefully considered Ais aspect when 
examining Ae Bill and he held that the C. P. Assembly was competent to 
deal wiA Ae legislation. As for Ae suggestions made by Mr. Kedar and others, 
Mr. Mdita said Aat the Select Committee would consider them. Discussion 
had not concluded when Ae House adjourned for Ae day, 

Isf- i—The three Government Bills incor]H>riting fresh taxation measures 
were referred to select committees to-day. Attempts or opposition members to 
secure circulation of tlie Bills failed. All Ae three Bills came in for severe cri- 
tic^m from members of ^ Ae Opposition, who argued generally Aat the new 
takatiou proposed would primarily hit Ae ixxir classes, imposing on Aem a freiA 
burden, which Aev weic incapable of bearing. They also complained Aat the Govern- 
issDt had not placed before Ae House details w Ae new Government schemes to finance 
which Ae Goyernment had brought forward Ae taxation measures. It was ]:)oint^ 
out, on behalf of Ae Goy^ment by Ae hou. Mr. Bharuka, that the reasons 
for AefreiA taxat ton were set out in the Budget sjwh. and Ae new 

Government had undertaken were fully described in Ae de- 
tailed Budget statement. TThcy refuted Ae contmtion that Ae new taxes would 
fdfoct ctoses of people ill able to bear theburd^. The Tobacco Bill was referral 
to n Select Committee after dlsctwatoo* two other taxation Bills sought to en- 
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hanee the r^Btntion fees payable by private motor vehicles exelading lorries 
and to incieaw sales tax rate on motor spirit and lubricants from 5 to 8 
per cent The Government expect two and a quarter lakhs extra revenue from 
these sourcjM. The Upposition members did not press their motions for circula- 
tion to a division. 

Official Bills Passed 

M. APRIL '.—Five Bills, as reported by the select committee, were passed into 
law to-day. Iwo of mese Mughtto ameiit the Debt Oonciliation Act, two others to 
amend the Moneylenders Act and anotfier to amend Section 13 of the Legal 
Practitioners Act. The select comiuittee on the Motor. Spirits and Lubricants 
Taxation Bill limit^ the operation of the measure to a year and made 
it clear that the enhanced tax would apply to sales during the period for which 
this amending Act woidd remain in force. The select committee on the Prisoners’ 
Bill had increased tlio ficriod of j)Arole from one week to ten days, and the sriect 
committee on the Factories Bill fixed the registration fee at a maximum 
of Ks. 110. 

VlLI AGB PaNCIIAYATS AmEND. BiLL 

4th. APRIL t — Khan Baheb Ahdur Rahman (Moslem League) moved to-day 
his Bill to Amend the Village Pnnehayat Act. The Bill was designed to ensure 
that one-third of the total n embers of panchayata bclongerl to tlio minority commu- 
nities. The Khan Baheh’s demand for separate representation was support^ by 
some non-Congress Harijan members. Pandit 7). A Miahra, Minister for Local 
Bclf-C?o\*criimont, replying to the debate, asked the mover of the Bill to realise 
that joint electorates were the best safeguard against any encroachmenC and 
curtaiimcr.t of the rights and interests of the minority communities. Be earneslly 
apitealed to the 8|)onsor of the Bill to do nothing which was sure to spn^ia 
commiinnlisra into rural areas. 

Economic Distress in BpitAR 

5th. APRIL The condition of i)caBantB in tlie province hard hit by econo- 
mic distress was referred to by several speakers to-day, when two resolutions 

S )on8orcd by Congress members were discussed. During the resumed debate, on 
[r. L. Natne'a resolution recommending the grant of full land revenue 
remission to peasants in the cotton producing areas (Bernr and Nag|)ur divisions) 
owing to failure of the crop this year, speakers supporting the resolution, emphas- 
sised the urgent need for relief, and appealed to the Government to help the kisans. 
The Kevenue Minister, the hoii. Mr. S. K Ookhale^ was frequently interrupted 
by members of the Congress Party and other groups when replying to the discus- 
sion. Me Gxplaiiied the measures taken so far with a view to enabling the peasants 
tide over the distress. *l'hc icsolutioii was \yitlidrawn by the mover after the 
reply. The mover statetl that Ids object was merely to draw the Govern- 
ineut’s nttciitioii to the acute and widespread distress of the j^casantry. 

AiniF.Ajts OF Taccavi Loans 

DisciiKsioii had not (toiicliidod on the resolution dcmriiidiiig that all arrears 
of taccttvi loans oulKtiuicling for more than three years should be remitted by the 
tJovevnmnit.. lilr. K, U, Khandckur (Congress), who moved the resolution, was 
Biiprortcil by six members of the Congress Party, all of whom u.gcd the Govern- 
ment to take into consideration the paisants' inability to rev-ay and to remit this 
amount, which Mr. Kliandckar estimated was just over Ps. 5^5 lakhs. The House 
llicn adjounicil till the lltli. April when the motion was ultimately with- 
drtuvn, ^Ir. V, (hMa!e, IJcvciiuc Minister, staling that the Government’s 
atlitiulc was one of sympathy. 

I.\ii»r<ivkmi:nt Trust Operatjoss 

Af, a, Chitnaiia's resolution demanding the postixinement of the Impro- 
vement Trust o|>crations till the Nagpur Improvement Tinst Act was amended 
fo make the lio.crinucnt fiii.nncialiv liable for the improvement was defeated. 
Mr. K, a, jk^uhvtitkh (C'ongress) urgeil through his resolution that, in view of the 
lailurc of crops this year, the Govcriiniciit slionld not sell the movable or immova- 
ble proi>crty of agricultnrisls for rcctovcry of land revenue. He advised Miiiistw 
ttot to l4H}k through oflicial glasses but view things as cljjctcd represcnUiUva ol 
the iMsoplo. The Jicvcimc Minister was replying to the debate when the House 
adjourned. 
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VlLLAQB PAVOHAYATS AMBBD. Bill* (COVTD.) 

llfb, APRIL By an overwMming majority, the Afloembly, this eTenine. 
fejeoted the motion for r^erence to a adeot committee of Khan Baheb Abdur 
Xahaman Khanka (Muslim Zicanue) Bill seeking to amend the 0. P. Village 
Panchayats Act to ensure representation of minonty communities on the village 
pandbusyats through separate Aectorates. Praotically, the whole day was devoted 
to a di^cuflsion oil the Bill, whioh was supTOrted by Muslim Lrague members 
and was opposed by Congress members. Nine members from the Opposition 
benches supported the sriest committee motion (six Muslims and three non- 
Oongress Hariians) while two Harijans from the Oppoution side opposed the 
Bill along with the (jk>veniment. 

Official Bills Disgussep 


18th. APRIL :--The Assembly transacted official business to-day and disposed of a 
number of Government Bills. On the motion of Minister Z>. P, Afiahra, the House « 
after an hour's debate, ^reed to refer to a select comittee the Bill amending the 
0. P. Miiuicipalities Act. The Bill provided for the adoption of adult franchise for 
elections to local bodies and municipalities. The Government proposed to make a 
banning in selected municipalities. During the debate, the Congress members 
supported the measure, while Mr. AT. M. Huq (Muslim League) thought that 
intmuedon of the Bill was premature at the present juncture. 

The Assembly next without discussion passed into law the bill amending the 
Prohibition Act, 1038 on the motion of the Excise Minister. The bill prohibited the 
publication of liquor advertisements in any form whatsoever. 

14fh. APRIL The Assembly to-day enacted into law an official Bill, which was 
in pursuance of the Economy Committee’s r^mmendations and empowered the 
(Government to levy a licence fee on factories to meet charges of supervision by 
Government Inspectors. During discussion on this Bill, the Opposition Leader, 

Baheb C, Y, Rajurkat, declared, amidst laughter, that he was even to-day a 
primary member of the Indian National (Congress. This was by way of retort to a 
Congress member who had invited Rao Baheb Rajurkar to join them. 

Gn the motion of the Industries Minister, 'Kr. C, J. Bharuka, the House 
took up further consideration of the Bill (as reported by a Select Committee) 
seeking te enhance the tax on the sale of motor spirit and lubricants. 
IMscttssion was continued on the . next day, the ISth. April, when a walk-out 
by four Opposition members was led by Mr. Rajurkar, Mr. Rajurkar, before 
walking out, declared that the Government were not open to reason and the 
(Opposition arguments, explaining why they opposed the fresh taxation mcasuves, 
feu on deaf ears. Therefore, no useful puriK)se would bo served by their parti- 
cipating in the discussions. 

The Assembly next passed into law the Sales of Motor Spirit and Lubricants 
Taxation Amendment Bill, the Motor Vehicles Fees Amendment Bill, the Indian 
Btamp Amendment Bill and the Tobacco Bill, the four new taxation measures 
undertaken by the Government this year. Daring discussion on the Bills, members 
of the Muslim League and o^hcr group from the Opposition benches expressed 
their strong opposition to fresh taxation, which they maintained would ultimately 
fall on the poor classes. The Tobacco Bill, particularly, came in for strong criticism 
from Opposition members, who were unanimously of the opinion that the tax 
would nit haud tbe smaller tobacco merchants and the consumers of “bidis”. All 
the Bills were passed without any amendments. 

Municipal Administration Reform Bill 


17tb. APRIL A legislation, calculated to improve the tone of civic life and 
ultimatdy to result in a more efficient and purer municipal administration in the 
province, was introduoed to-day by the Minister, the Hon. Mr. D, P. Miahra. 
I^laining (^ urgency of the measure, the Minister drew the attention of' the 
House to tb'* serious state of affairs now prevalent in several municipalities, owing 
to frietiou between members of the Municipal Councils and their office-bearers, tbe 
latter being unable to function efficiently. Mr. P, B. Qole (Congress), in the course 
iff a lengthy speech, ; criticised the drastic provisions of the bill and said that the 
House dioula hot. such a Iwislation in a hurry without proper consideration. 
He peruciitlriy to the provision relating to presidential election by the 

‘ ad of by the municipal members. I7ext day, the 18th. ^ril, 


general ix)dy mvoterevltistead . , 

m Hooae xejtoiiod, without a divisiim, the motion 


of Mr. A, R. Raiak ^an 
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(Oppofitioii} fuicgeating the cireulation oi the Bill for the jpurpoee of obtunine pabKo 
p^naioii peesed the first reading. The seoona and third readings wen 

^e throu^^ rapidly in ten minutes and the Bill was passed into law wiw a few 
minor alterations. During the first reading, two Muslim members from the Opposi- 
tion, while acknowlecmng the necessity of such a legisiation, pleaded for the circu- 
lation of the Bill With a view to asoerUdning the viewpoints of the municipalities on 
the reforms proposed. Mr. P. S. Patil (Non-Brahmin), from the Opposition hmches, 
congratulated the Minister Pandit MisfM on bringing forward a Ic^sladon intended 
to &eck maladministration owing to pfpjf^fisads in several municipal committees in 
the province. Pandit ^ Mishra^ replyiiig to the debate, explained that a popular 
Government, representing the pec^e, could not tolerate or ignore the mismani^e- 
ment in local bodies any longer. It was necessary for the House to pass the Hill 
expeditiously. Dealing with the existing proviso vmich requires a two-third majority 
for the removal of the Municiiwl President from his office, the Minister declared that 
this rule was not democratic and therefore the Bill contained a new proviso whereby 
a no-confidence motion, if carried by a bare majority, would result in the Presid^t’s 
removal from office. Pandit Mishra hoped that the proposed reforms would Imd to 
efficient muiiici)>al administration. 

The Temple Entby Bill 

fiOfh. APRIL The Assembly, this evening, aocg>ted the Premier’s motion 
to circulate the Harijan Temple Worship (Removal of Disabilities) Bill for eliciting 
])itblic oiuiiioij. Altogether a dozen memDers jHirticipated in a two and a half-hours’ 
aiscnssioii on tlie Bill, liarijan members (Congress as well as non-Cougressi 
expressed their dissatisfaction with the Bill which, they, thought, was a half-heartra 
measure. Tliey felt that, instead of doing any good to the Hariians, the measure, 
if passed by Uic House in its present form, would harm them by creating fresh 
obstacles to their movement to secure recognition of their right to temple-en^. 
Their complair.t was that the Bill, bring an enabling measure, would fail in its 
objective, ns public temples were mostly managed by caste-Hlndu trustees who refused 
to concede the right of entry and worship in the temples to Harijans. They were, 
therefore, opix>sca to the Bill and demanded a more progressive measure to sutisfy 
the Harijans. The Minister, Pandit D. P. Mishra, fully recognised the intensity of 
the feelings of the Harijan Membcis of the Mouse on the subject. He assured them 
that, Mter ascertaining public opinion on the measure, the Grovernmeut would dSect 
improvements to the Bill He Apj^ealed to them not to oppose it. 'J he Government 
preferred to secure temple-entry for Harijans by persuading caste-Hiudus of com- 
pelling them by statute to throw 0 |)en the temples, for, legal compulsion would 
result in violence and conflict, frustrating their objective. Pandit Sf^ukla, speaking 
later, explained that the Bill was intended to remove external barriers in the way 
of Harijans entering temples. At present, legislation, he held, could not and did 
not solve all their mniculties and remove their disabilities immediately. The pace of 
reform must neccssarUy be slow, ar.d public opinion bad to be ascertained at every 
sta^e of a social reform measure of this kind. 

Earlier, the Debt Relief Bill was passed into law on the Revenue Minister, 
Mr. 8, V, Gokhale^s motion, without any vital changes. The House was then 
adjourned sine die. 
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Proceedings of the Sind Assembly 

Rioter Seirion— Kanchi-^lh. to ISth. Jmnumry 1939 

Land Reveeue Code Amend. Bux 

Hie winter session of the Sind LezisIaUYe Assembly o^ed at Karachi on the 4lh. 
JrHHEry ttil, the Hon. Mr. ATiraalVaAomd 8AoA presiding, and adjourned withoat 
transaetiug any business as a mark of respect to the memory of the late KamBl 
Atstork and Maiilana Shaukat Ail. Next day, ^e Bth. January, a mock trial of 
Btren^ occurred when the first Govemmoit Bill was taken up for consideration, 
the Goyemment ittdstering a victory by 24 votes. The division was neoessitam 
to the ^lue mndnietSKialiBts to si^ '*no” suffictatly loudly to drfeat Ae 
OingreBs ame n d m e n t sesilm to delete a few words from a clause in the Bill. Tto 
BUI eoi^^ furt^ to tfim the &mbay Land Revenue Code of 1879 and th^y 
pravidiim for a penalty bsl^ imposed lor the wUful removal cl theodolite statioos 
which form the boundary marks and the basis of survey in various plims. and 
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iHiidi iiNiwtly i^oved dni^g iqpain or the escavetioo of dieiuge 
trorka. Hia ffiU oocasioned a prolonged bnt futile diacuBaion and eventually paHed 
its third reading. 

Sanitaby Board Abolitioh df Nomination Bill 

Towards the cIom Ihe second Government Bill, aiming at making the 
constitution of both Sanitary Committees and Boards in Sind wholly elective in 
pm'Buanoe of the Govpnment policy to nominationi^ was moved. The 

Government were robbed of an opportunity ' to dispose of the Bill in record time 
by the infliction of a vehement Speech by a Congress member. 
The bill had passed its fimt reading when tiie House adjourned till the next day, 
the 6th. Jannaiyi when a Congress party amendment seeking to invest in the 
Assembly the poww to modify rules framed by District Collectors for tiie 
constitution of a^ Dmtnct Sanitary Board, was thrown out by JsQ votes to 25. 
The Opposition joined ^e Congress in the division. Ihe amended Government 
motion, to which the Congress moved an amendment, laid down tliat rules in the 
matter of the constitution of a Sanitary Board should be framed by the Government 
and not by the Collectors, and these rules should be placed bdore the Assendbly, 
which would have tlm power to modify them. The Bill was eventually passed into 
law. ‘ ^ 

Other Government Bills 

Another Government Bill, providing for the payment of certain sums to the 
local authorities, was next passed. Thereafter another Government Bill further to 
amend the Bombay Local Boards Act of 1923, which at present empoweis the 
Government to levy a local cess on “every sum payable to the Government as 
ordinary land re\*enue” so that the word “|.Byable” should equitably mean the 
amount actually payable after the deduction of /aali remission, was taken up. A 
clause in this Bill occasioned an amendment from the Congress and waa the 
subject of a division in which the Government scored another victory by 23 votes 
to five. The third reading of the Bill was. however, opposed by Sir Ghulam 
Hussein towards the close of the d^’s sitting and the matter was, consequently, 
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No-coneidence on the Premier 

loth, to 12th iAMUARY :--The House was fulVand the galleries were packed when 
Mr, G, M, Syed moved a motion to-day, exprffssing want of confidence in the 
Premier, the hon. Khan Bahadur Allah Bux, Mr. Syed made a lengthy 
speech strongly criticising the actions of the Premier. He explained the reasons 
that impelled him to move the no-confidence motion. He said that the Premier, 
for whose coming into office he was greatly resionsible, had failed to implement 
the undertakings and assuinnces he had given to the I'arly in particular and to 
the el^torate and the community in general. Mr. Syed further accused the Picmier 
of having inflamed the whole count] v by his obstinacy and defiant attitude and 
conduct. He rimindcd hlr. Allah Bux that when he accepted oflice, he had 
declared that he should be judged by his , actions after six months, ^pw nine 
months had elapsed and the mover could boldly say that the Premier had fallen 
far below the mark and the peoi»le*e hopes had been comj letcly frustrated. Naria- 
ting specific allegations against the Piemier, Mr. Syed said that instead of curtail- 
mg expenditure, he was creating new posts without seeking the unction of the 
Assembly. He cit^, in this connection, the appointment of I. C. b. Grows, n 
Deputy Secretary for the Revenue Depart men t, a Ileputy Secrctaiy for the Finance 
Department, and an Officer on Special Duty. Mr^ Syed particularly d^ the 
attention of tiie House to the Premier’a treatment of agriculturiMa which he 
charactcriacd as a poignant one. Despite past dcclaralipus, the Premier now 
in the imposition of increased assessment proposals, which were severely 
criticised and conaemn^ all over Sind, on the already ovwtaxcd agncultunsts 
fhis waa done in defiance of the United Party and the entire Assembly. Supporting 


Mi 




i fl**?®**! Ifrting two houra, which the House heanl with Ti ^ 

Vj^ur Khuio was of the opinion that the P®tmier had violattd^ all cM»<y> < d 
^^7 by tendering advice to H. E. the Governor, 
mt^t consulting his Party or the House. Ohe sreakcr 
.«*travagaiit where economy was nenled and 
;2!«5wrei It waa not for being^ governed by a Oov^mrat 

for ^ principles of democracy that they nsri fought fot aeparation from 
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Bon^. The Premier waa a eow-diot«tor, without the diotator’e aeoie of xeapon- 
albifity. Neat day, the IfiOi. Aumary, the keynote of the aneechea waa the 
udTioe tendered to the Alla Bax Miniatry to look up to the Congxeaa adminis- 
tered ptovincea which had made a atriking progress iu alleviating the miserable 
lot of the masses. Speaker alter speaker paid eloquent tributes to the Congress 
Qovemments and bewailed the backward condition of Bind. Five members spoke 
kwy, foar from Qovernment benchea. inoliidiug Mr. Ntchaldae, the P. W. D. 
Minister and one from the Opposition. The Minister held that political 
aq^bbles were responsible lor retarding the progress' of thdr Ministry. He 
euitmerated the achievements of the Ministry dunng the nine months of its office 
wMch included abolition of Honorary Marotrates and nominations in local bodies 
relteae of Hanataj, return of Moulvi ObMullah, restoration of forfeited pensions 
and confiscated properties of Oengrcssmen, encouraging of Swadeshi and removal 
of disabilities of depressed classes. Mr. Jamshed Mehta^ another supporter of 
Oovemment, wanted to know if there was better Government waiting to take 
the place of the Allah Bux Ministry, so that he might support the no-confidence 
motion. Mr. M. H. Gazdar (Muslim L^ue), in the course of his speech, bewailed 
thA:4a7 when Bind was separated from Bombay Presidency. In Provincial 
Atttfiioihy governed by the officials because of the Ministry. 

Bkfvicim were getting strong as collectors were being used as tools 
to terrorise members of the Assembly. He appealed to His Excellency the 
Goromor to dissolve the House which would be the only panacea lor the 
Bis as better p^ple would return dected. Next day, the IMh. January, 
the non-confidence motion was defmted by thirty-two votes to seven, the Congress mem- 
bers remaining neutral. An analysis of the voting showed that besides the Congress, Bir 
Ghulam also remained neutral. In a ninety-minutes reply to the debate, Khan 
Bahadur Allah Bux, the Premier, made a sensational disclosure of a plot to kill 
him, unless he joined the Muslim League. The l^emier declared in the course of 
the fi^ly: **I would rather die than join the Muslim League. It is good that the 
Muslim League has failed in Bind. I wish, it would fail everywhere*’ Begnrding 
the assessra proposals, he said it was not constitutional for the Government to 
eoiisQlt ^e party for executive orders on taxation. He was sorry that the Congress 
had withdrawn support after being a party to instal him in power. Concluding, 
the Premier assurra the House that ft was far from his intention either not to 
revise the proposals or respect the wishes of parties, including the Congress. 
B/hen Bardar Patel and Maulana Azad were here, be continued, they were given 
the impression that the present Ministry had no Muslim following and that the 
O^gress was dividing Muslims and running the Government. The merits of the 
assessment proposals had not been gone into. Maulana Azad viewed the question 
from ah Ail-India political point of v'ew as to how Bind would fall in with the 
All-India point of view. Maulana Azad thought that he had no Muslim following. 
Barte Patd and Maulana Azad carried the impression that he worked against 
his Party. Bo he was asked to carry out the wishes of his Party and postpone 
the assessment. The second position was that the Congress would remain 
neutral and the Muslims would fight and decide the issue. He could not 
blame the Congress. They did not bargain like him from wire-pullings behind 
the scene. The charge that the Congress was dividing the Muslims had now been 
wiped out. He was glad of this. Khan tsahadur Gabole, Deputy Speaker, who 
was one of those who resigned from the Muslim League Party, opened the debate 
as sn independent member and said that it was a matter of shame that the Muslims 
should be fighting amongst, themselves. He hold no brief for the Ministry, but be 
wAted to know from the House what was the alternative scheme 
before the Ministry was thrown out. Sir Ghulam Huszain, who resigned the 
leadership of the opposition two days ago, urged the House to consider the 
question dispassionately and seriously as it was fraught with far-reaching 
otfiiieqaence. He had emxressed the opinion tliat after his fall last year a new heavoi 
wdhld not spring np. The plight of the Prime Minister in Bind was unenviable, 
as be was a tool in the hands of dictators. We wanted to know from w 
mover of the motion a practical alternative scheme for working Reforms. Be 
adied wbeBier Biere was a single party, which could carry on the Government. Turning 
10 tbe Congress bebdtes, he said that they were as much responsible as the speaker 
to tile masses of tt they, did not want to join the Muslim League, let tn^ 
Jolb the present Imiiitry and tom a eoajiition Ministry. If the Congress Party 
lemained neutral, itjras upto the rest of the House to join tmther and lom 
a flalde Mioditry. Tbeie was still time for them, if coidd combine, but he 
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■M ao hoM at pnmt, Had ha known of tha. fmnaat fata Ant had 

ha w«^ navar hny a..fo^ tjbr teEatatfan. Owinn to Aa nca f<» MbalwA 
BiiSaa and Mualuu woe divid^ If the O^gteea won w&l<wiAa» of nuuneoA «■»«« 
^ *•“ nltamatlva, if Aa Hinda ParS 

fone^ a Coition wiAAe MMhm iMfcue, ha would TOta for It. He legiuSM 
the How to put t^ h^ to^er: otherwiae Aa piovAea was fa^ WlA 
«*“*• and d^UKk. Hia h<^ Musunu had hem ahattared and he dui^tt 
hope for uni^among If m altematira to the Miniatoy waa shown, ha would 
vote for »fc ftey nrast te jnraotiod men. Aa^etion Aould go hand A 
with cmatmotimK Mr. J. Ftmt, European, olearad the position of hia group. He 
laid that u mg m Government ie^ilated for Ae good oi the oountry, without 
communal bias, tha Euxopean gioup must support tha Qoywmmant. 


Bulbs of Busikbbs Discussed 

ISthe JANUARY Tha Government sustained a defeat during the discussion of 
rules of business, llie Govmmmcnt wanted a clause added stating that the speaker 
may not adjourn the House for more than seven days. Although Government whips 
ooliected several supTOrters when tha division was called^ the clause was lost 20 
votes to 18. The dmeat, of course, was of no consequence in judging the strcngRi of 
parties, but all the 10 Congressmen opposed the motion. . 

Sind Assessment Peopobals '' 


28rd. A SSRi. JANUARY A two-days’ debate on the Government’s assessment pro- 
posals opened on the 24th. Outlining the procedure he intended to follow for regulat- 
ing discussion, the Speaker^ at the outset, said that he had received notice of a number 
of motions on the subject, but he proposed to treat the Congress motion as the 
main resdution and the other motions, moved by Mr* G. if. 8yed and Khan Bahadur 
Khuhro, as amendments. The latter were almost of an identical nature requiring the 
Government to drop the entire proposals instead of re-examining the taxation 
sdieme. The following was the text of the Congress Party’s resolution on the 
Government’s assessment proposals **The Assembly, having considered the Govm- 
ment resolution regarding the revision of settlement in the Barrage area, is of opinion 
that the rates of assessment on cotton and other commodities are an increase on the 
rates under the last settlement, which already constitutes a heavy burden on small 
kbatedars and encroaches on thmr means of subsistence. The Assembly, therefore, 
recommends to the Government, firstly, that the new rates of assessment be modified, 
the rates of the last settlement on cotton be charged when the average price per 
maund of lint desi cotton at Karachi is Rs. 18 and American cotton Rs. 21. 


These rateiv corresponding to the above prices, be considered as the datum line. 
With every fall or rise above average pnees, rates of assessment in cotton should 
fall or rise proportionately, subject to a minimum rate of Rs. 5 and a maximum 
rate of Ra. 10 per acre. Secondly, the Government, having ignored the fall in 
price in fixing uie rates of assessment for wheat, the new rates be reduced in 
proportion to the fall in price from the figure taken as the basis for the last 
settlement. Tliirdly, with a view to encouraging the growing of fruits and v^e- 
tables, the same rates of assessment of gardens and vegetables be charged as under 
the last settlement. And fourthly, the present division of lands into three groups 
being unscientific and unjust, a detailed classification of land be undertaken, 
regu'd being had to the fertility for the soil and, till that is done, the groapings 
of last settlement may not be changed.” Mr. luardaB Varandmal (Congress, re- 
presenting Indian ^mmeree), mo^ng the main resolution, made it mear that 
the Congress was anxious to meet the Government more than half-way imd so to 
rmape the proposals as to make them acceptable to the House. He pointed out 
that the' Premier, a year ago, when he was sitting in the Opposition bendiei. 
fPousored a resolution favouring that the Government should share 25 per cent of 
the. remindar’a net assets, but his present proposals sought to tax the a amin dk r 
to the extent of forty to sixty per cent of their assets. Moreover, the entire 
Meme wu unscientifle and arbitrary. He was of the opinion Aat the argummt 
.^bteh waa advanced that the caminoars of the Punjab and Gujerat paid moce or 
the Bind asseiwment would not .hold good as the oonditipps .urn 
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the Aesembly, eald that the important point for oonrideration waa what percen* 
tags of the aamindar’a net assets should be the share of the Government. He 
urged that the orders should be withdrawn and that modified rates 
idioald be brought forward based on the principle that the Government’s 
share shall be a fixed percentage on the net profit of the camindars. 
Next day, the Mth. January, was a field day for Zamindari (peasant) memb^. 
who monopolised the discussion on the assessment proposals. Speakers, opposing 
the f>roposals, contended that these were unjust and would fall heaviW on agn- 
eulturists, who were already overburdened with taxation and debt. They held 
that the percentage of assessment fixed by the Government wfj^ arbitrary and 
wanted that the average yield of cotton per acre in the Barrage area should be 
assessed at eight maunds and the assessment fixed at twen^-five per cent of 
the net assets of Zamindars. They further urged that the Government scheme 
should be submitted to an expert committee for examination. The Bevenue Minis- 
ter, upholding the Government’s prc^posals, observed that the scheme was framed 
so as to benefit the Province as a whole and assured the House that, as far as 
regrouping was concerned, a satisfactory arrangement would be made at the next 
settlement, for which Uie Government would appoint a Special Officer who would 
undertake classification of lauds. Mr. Jamuhed Mehta^ sup|x>rting the Government’s 
scheme of a eliding scale in which they had taken the yield, price, outturn and 
other factors into consideration. Moreover, the water rate there was uniform and 
the assessment ^ras '"based on profit In Bind, both being combined, it would be 
preposterous to base the assessment on net profits. The Government proposals, 
if put into effect, would yield an additional revenue of eight lakhs only and the 
argument that they would affect agriculturists to a great extent would not hold 
good. The Congress spokesman said that the Government proposals affected small 
khatedars all over Bind numbering two lakhs and if the Government wanted 
to increase revenue he suggested other means, for example, an agriculturbl income-tax. 
Next day, the 25th. January, a Congress resolution, which had the backing of the 
Muslim ^League on the Government’s assessment proposals was defeated by 30 votes 
to 20. At the conclusion of the debate, the Premier announced slight modifica- 
tions in the original proposals regarding the cotton sliding scale, conceding the 
principle of givmg reducwms when prices go below the minimum fixed. The 
rxemler also assured the house that Government would examine any glaring cases 
of injustice regarding regrouping. 

Non-official Besolvtions 

26tli. JANUARY Non-official resolutions was dicussed in the House to-day. 
The Opposition sustained two defeats on two resolutions, one urging a rebate in 
land assessment in the non-Barrage talukas of tie Hyderabad district, where the 
outturn of paddy crop had been reduced due to the advent of the Bukkur 
Barrage and the price of paddy had fallen, and the other recommending to the 
Government to give substantial relief from the Famine Belief Fund agricul- 
turists who had suffered from the recent frost. The Premier, the hoii. Khan 
Bahadur Allah Bux, replying, said that the Govenimcnt had under consideration 
the question of providing a graded scale for rebates so as to enable agriculturists 
to get benefits in proportion to the fall in prices and on an equitable basis. 
Before coming to a decision the Gpvcnimeiit would consult party leaders. The 
motion was pressed to a division and lost by 21 votes to 16. 

Speaking on the second resolution, both the Premier and the Bevenue 
MkUeUr extended their sympathy to the people affected by famine but pointed 
oil the difficulty in affording relief from the Famine Belief Fund. However, the 
Ministers asanrea the House that they would see if they could so adjust the 
md-eOBStmetion and enuinceriiig works as to provide work for the needy. The 
Goremment also expressed their readiness to discuss other means for alleviating the 
Isuidaliip of the jieople. The resolution was pressed to a division ana lost 
by 29 volci. 

Belief TO Peasants 

ITth. JAKUAinr The Premier; the hon. Khan Bahadur Allah Bux, this 
•lieriioon, rcplyuig to the debate on the Congress motion recommending to tse 
Goveminenl Ip; cmrly legislative measures to rtgulste relations b^weea 
samlndsrs ana hills ^sgriculturists) so as to prevent the imposition of all un- 
)iiat exaeUoDS, 4d>sar«M^ Government have repeatedly declared mttney 

win lolkNf and programme. Despite the Assembly Congre^* 
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Ormp^ withdrawal of anpixnrt to the MinUtry and individual difforeneea here 
and Am and alao the iHwaibility of Cabinet ^pandon, 1 idterate that 
the Cabinet will continue to follow Ae Congrees pdicy and procramme". 
Continuing, Ae I’rcmicr obacn-cd •.—•‘In the e\'cnt of diaagreemoit, I 
shall have no objection to referriii;; tlio matter to the arbitration of the 
Coni^nwB Hij;h Command.’* The Government having, thus, ojienly declar- 
ed their ix)licy, which stood iinchoiiged, the Premier nod no desire to put the 
the Congress l*arty in the wrong. Tl|||^ t>ngrcss motion was withdrawn. 

Anti-Dowhy Bill 

28th. JANUARY Z>r. Hemandaa Wadhwani introduced a Bill to abolish the 
system of dowry prevailing in the protdnce. Explaining the objects of his Bill, 
Dr. Wtulhwani stated that the custom bod outlived its utility and had be- 
come an instrument of oppression. The custom originated as a result of Hindu 
law which <lid not allow daughters to inherit parental proi>erty. A dowry was 
given by iiarcnts at the time of their daughters* marriage as gift, but gradually 
the boys’ parents hod regarded it as their right. The House accepted Uie pno- 
ciplc that the dowry system prevalent amongst Hindus in Kind should be total- 
ly stopiHHl, but owing to want of time, the Bill was held over till the next 
session. The House then adjourned till the 13th. February. 


-Budget Seiiion— Karachi-’^lSlh. February to 30th. March 1939 


Corruption in P. W. D.^ 

The Budget Session of the Assembly commenced on the 18th. February. 
Two new Ministers, Mr. Bundeh AU Khan Talpur and Mr. Lialmal Daulairam 
took their seats on the treasury benches, while Sir Ghulam Huaaain HidayiaMlah 
was seen Ov'icupying the Government benches. The Government came in for strong 
criticism at the hands of the Opposition, when a private member’s resolution recom- 
mending to the Government to bring into effect their recommendations of the 
anti-Corriiption Committee, with particular reference to the Public mwks Depart- 
ment, was passed by 18 votes to 14. The Government opposed the resblution. A 
vehement attoi'k on the Government’s alleged lethargic attitude in the matter ^of 
eradication of the evil was made by ^Ir. If, K. Sidhwa, on behalf of the C(m- 
gress during the discussion. Mr. Sidhwa quoted a number of instances of coiTUp- 
tion in the P. W. D., pointing out that the Government had not acted even after 
this evil had been brought to their notice. It was further alleged that the Go\*era- 
ment were not siucerc in tJicir profession, and the pernicious evil was still preva- 
lent, though the Ministry had been in office for nearly a year. Replying to the 
debate. Mr. Nichal nts Vaztrani, Minister for Public works, refuted the charge 
of inaction. He pointed out how the Government bod implemented the recom- 
mendations of tlie Committee wherever possible. He said that the Government 
hod issued circulars stating that drastic measures would be taken against officer! 
guilty of corruption and that honest officers would be rewarded. 


Anti-Dowry Bill (contd.) 

Mth. FEBRUARY The Assembly took up consideration of Dr. Hemanda^g 
Anti-Dowry Bill this afternoon. Speakers on the Bill were unanimous in thejr oond^ 
mnation of the practice, which was responsible for mining many rad 

for a numbw c3 marriageable girls remaining unmarnra. mu Mht 8tph%a^ 
malani, espousing the woman's cause in a spirited considered that m 

right of inh^tance for women would remedy this evil. The Bill was eventually 
referred to a Beleet Committee for report. 

FurivciAL Statement for 1939-40 

^ mk. FBBBDARri-Tlw Budget for Ae yaur 1989-40 was pneaM tthd^ , 
Iqr Ae Pnmkr, Khaa hJimIiiv Allah Bux. The following aie i^ of Rm 
foe whkA imriitoa wee mede :— Exteiriim rompiileory primm 

imu to loA bodlea for aduoation of girto; facA^ to e&cat^ .of H iallaa 
eUldien ; moiBtment of lady dooton at Dadu, Nawabdiah ud Wipiirldiaa ; 
imvidoo 1 ^anti< 4 abi ticatiMnt at aU cvvil hoaidtala to the Provtoee ; oMdaf 
toetituto at 


^■peninies ; inK)iviaio& lor a family bniket inquiry an 
; OM grrats to iOstitatione drag eonildmhle 
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Tbe ettinuitet lor IIia zof^uA Motion of the Bu<ket ere : Befenue zeoeipte, Re. 
3.M3jpOOj; expenditure dehiteble to revenue, Be. 3,^,35,000 ; revenue eurplue Re. 
688,OOQi The Qomnment propoM to make uee of this ittn>lui for meetinK an 
expnditure of Be. 5,07,000 on capital a^unt. The share of Bind in the Income- 
tax is i>laced at Rs. 3 li^s in the Budget estimates lor 1939—40. In the course 
of an. introductory note, the Finance Secretary to the Government says that the 
revenue reodnts for 1939-^ are expected to cover hot only the revenue expenditure 
Ibr the y^«^ut also meet five lakhs of capital expenditure. Though this may give 
an unduly favourable impression as to the state of Sind’s finances, a reference to 
the debt position of the Province shows that they are extremely unsound. The 
Bamge revenues show no sign of being able to cope with the redemption of the 
BarrsM debt and the position in 1942—43 is likely to be a desj^rate one. 
Considerable expenditure is required to complete the Barrage and non-Banage 
irrigation works and the Province is taking on liabilities in the way of provision for 
education, medical relief, etc., at a rate much faster than that at which the 
revenues &e improving. The statement on the debt position ol Bind shows that 
at the end of 1938—39 the Barrage debt will stand at Rs, 24.81, CX), 000 and other 
debts at Rs. 4,14,00000. l^bt charges provided in the Budget for 1939—40 amount 
to Rs. 1404 lakhs, of which interest charges alone will be Rs. 1,15,^55,000 for 
Barrage debt and Rs. 15,54,000 for other debts, while Rs. 4,66,000 will be made 
for liquidatien of former debt. After the presentation of the Budget, voting 
on Budget demands for grants commenced on the 18tb. February and continued 
tiU the ISth. Mareh and did not evoke any lively interest. 

Om Manpali Arbebtb 

S4th. MARCH The atmosphere of the Assembly was charged with excitement 
when an adjournment was moved by Rao Sahib Ookuldaa in connection with 
to-day’s arrests. Supporters of the motion vehemently opposed the promulgation 
of an order under sec. 144 against the Batyagrabis. who, they said, were observing 
absolute non-violence. They insisted that the **Om Mandall” should be- banned. 
Sheikh Abdul Majid (Muslim League) appealed to the Ministry to protect ^e 
religious interests of minorities and suggested the bringing in of necessary 
legislation to ban the institution, if there was no legal provision at present Sir 
Ghulam Huaaain Hidayaiullah, Minister for Law and Order, opposing the motion, 
said that those who demanded ^uity should come with clean hands. The 
Government had to protect the civil liberties of all. The Hindu Independents had 
been showing the pistols at the two Hindu Ministers. He stated that the 
Government had tried to satisfy their demanda and several girls, major and minor, 
had been restored to their parents. The Government had done everything in their 
power. They would, however, try to find out if there was any law whereby they 
could cloM the Mandali. Supporting the Government action in promnlgat^ 
orders under Section 144, he said that the processionistB indulged in rioting. He 
inlonned the HonM that there was now no male member either in the ”Om 
Mandali" or the '*Om Nivas". He added, that casea were pending in the conn, 
and il truth was on their side, they would get justice. The Premier, Khan 
Bahadur Allah Bux was giving an account of the genesis of the trouble wneu the 
allotted time expired and the adjoummeht motion was thus talked out. 

N0-G05riDBN0B OX Fbbiiibe 


IMh. MARCH:— The Assembly met in a teuM atmosphere to-dsy when Dr. 
Wadkwani 'moved his no-oonfidenoe motion against the Allah Bakui Ministnr. 
Dr. Wa&wani obaerved that it was an unpleasant du^ to do it, particularly 
uiuk ol his former ooUesgues were in the present Cabinet. He added that 


&e On^tion had gradually gained strength and were now M in a Houm of 
60 wm^ waa an indication that the Ministry was losing oonfidenca He acenaed 
lOum Mhadnr Allah Bidtsh of not implementing the asBessment oonoessionB and 
not InsmS^ltii lRonilBes and ooncluded, saying, that with Ax formed Ministries and 28 
WMiiSbsCi ui m It befitted the Ministry to retigii, before the issne 

wii deidw hr die House. Mr. Jamehed Mehta appealed m a s^le lunistry 
wUch irii tho need of the Province. He dMlared that the Ministry m 
so time Ib earry o^l|j|iMgiBnme, Jnstifying the expansion ol the Oild^ Mf« 
MMdn <« this AUahBsfam old that with a view to bring about 




wiMnK 0^ nform in tfae 
iH that tmlT* mentha had 
ta Waiiiqr. lAe had gnt 


lea. Ha oapowd tite 
I aad wwm oai^ 
lait aanddaBM ad^ 




fer a ttnUa 


«^awvu —w «**. ruwvna iVAinffTCBBj zeiuiea JUf. Menta’fl ariniments 

that the Govmmmthi^ no time to doanji^ng. He observed that the^greM 
WM weponeAle for, bringmg the Ministry into (tfBioe, but the Ministry *had 
fdto fat below “pectat^s. Ool. Uahon observed that Hindu Meters 

®5“^‘ in wl»idi the Government had d^ 

^ i<Hn^ appeal for a' stable Ministry and 


the Ministry, On the other hand, he thanked the Premier for his service to 


uie AouBo itSMsn oiB resignauon naa noumg lo ao witn anti-um Manoall agita- 
tadon. But he wanted to set a good example by obeying his party mandato, 
whatever be the grounds which actuated the pa;*ty to take this course. He 
traced the dissatisfaction of the party over Mukhi Qobindram’s defeat in the 
election ofDepuU Speaker, which was due to the defection of some Muslim 
Ministerialists, ^e Premier, speaking next, observed that no major issue was 
involved in the censure motion. The real issue, he said, was the Om Mandali. 
It was alleged that the Government did not yidd to the unanimous demand 
of Hindus. He must admit that he would not submit to any political influence 
of this kind and things would bo decided on merits, irrespective of caste or 
religion. He added that the Government’s decisions so far were based on merits. 
He requested the Congress Party to rise to the occasion and coalesce and 
share responsibility with any of the parties. The Premier added that it was the de« 
cided policy of the Congress not to create a split in Muslim ranks and he 
thought that their action of trying to break the Ministry was tantamount to creating a 
split among Muslims. The nremier also accused the Congress of going back on 
tne decision taken at Wardha by which they had agreed to remain neutral in 
the first session of the Assembly and ap^alcd to the Congress to vote against 
the motion. There was some heat when Mr. Mahomed (Congress member) 

took the Congress to task for joining the Muslim League and the Hindu Maha- 
sabha members with a view to defeating the Ministry on flimsy issues. The 
debate had not concluded when the Assembly adjourned till the next day, the 
Slat. Mareh, when the motion against the Ministry was withdrawn following a 
conference between the Ministers and the Hindu Independent Party at which 
an understanding was reached. 


Immediateij after the withdrawal of the motion, all the members of the 
Hindu Independent Party, with the exception of Dr.^ Hemandae Wadhwani, 
crossed the floor and sat on the Treasu^ Benches, amidst the ironical cheers of 
the Muslim League and the Congress Parties. Withdrawing the 'no-confidence' 
motion, Dr. Wi^wani said that though, in pursuance of the understanding 
arrived at last night at the conference TOtween the Hindu independent wd the 
Ministeriidist Parties he was withdrawing the motion, he had his own diflerences 
with the Hindu Party and had, therefore, resigned from it. 


It transpired that since last night, peace talks were in progress between the 
Hindu and Ministerial Parties which eventually fructified. The il^emi^ meed 
to meet the demands of the Hindus to some extent and promised to deal wita 
the Om Mandali suitably. In future, he would consult the Hindus on impor- 
tant matters. There would be no further expansion of the Cabinet and no more 
Parliamentary Secretaries would be appointed. The communal ratio m the 
vices and the recommendations of the retrenchment and Corrup^n Committees 
would be enforced. Messrs. Nichaldas Vazirani and Dialmal Doulatram were 
sworn in as Ministers on the next day. 

The House was, at this stage, prorogued. 
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Proceedings of the Orissa Assembly 

Budget SeetHMi— Cuttack^th. February to 4th. April 1939 

Baisioos Esoowmentb Bill 

The Budget session of the Orissa Legislative Assembly commenced at Cuttack 
on the 0th. Feinmary 1889 under tae presidency of the Hon .Mr. Mukunda Prasad Daa^ 
Speaker, when glowing tobutes were pua to the memory of the late Mr. Oirija 
Bhu$an member of the House representing Angul, and Maulana Shaukat All. 
The Premier then moved for oonsideration of the Select Committee report on Uie Orissa 
Bdlgions Ehidowmeots Bill. Mr. Brajaaundar Das moved ah amendment for its 
reeommittal to a Select Committee for examination of witnesses. iHe said that the Bill 
followed the Madraa Aet^ which was not satisfactory. The Premier, Mr. Biswanath Das, 
rq)l]dng« explmned the mill leatoxee of the Bill and said that public oiunion was 
to^v m favour of proepi teg stiU further in the matter of oontiolling endowments, 
but the power of the L sj pi p d a i re was limitedt The recording of emmon by e 


—10 m. 
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”> «cq>tion«l procedue uid not tho rale. He fait M 
““ojdmMit was lejected and the Aaiembly took 
SL^nJi^Ln ‘j*®“ '*y claneea dealt inter aid ^ 

radowmentt md appointment of a Oomuiasioner to 
P^tment. Ihe Oommiasioner wUl bo an offloer in 
or ludicid Bernc& professing the Hindu religion, and shall be deemed 
6 k)wb in In^ DiBcuseion on clauaea of the Bill 
ran ***® ***‘^ reading of the Bill was pimed and the 

aimed at'^'^pw administration under Government oontrol 
of endowments ox j^utto wd temples, with a separate department with a Commia- 
Blona M Its hm. It also made it necessary to make proper sanitary arrange* 
A PiJ^ims ^d for the care of public health. The surplus was to ne 
diverted to other charitable lines. 

The Mokeylenderb Bill 

FEBRUARY The Money-lenders Bill, as it had emerged from the 
Selert C^mmitte, was introduced to-day by the hon. Mr. Biawanath Daa, Fremisre 
Ibr. Gn Thatraj Bahadur moved an amendment urging recommittal oi the BUI 
to a Select Committee. He said that since it was an important legislatio*^ affecting 
^iversally the people of the Province, he felt that more caution should be observedu 
He. however, congratulated the Government on having brou^^t forward a measure 
of this nature with a view to protecting both money-lenders and borrowers. The 
House rejected the amendment without a division, after Mr. Biawanath Daa had 

S ' tied the urgency of the measure. He pointed out that it had been before the 
for about a year and a half now and onserv^ “The value of land has gone 
down. House property has deteriorated, the borrowing capacity of the people has been 
reduced and the circumstances demand necessa^ legislation as the existing laws 
are insufficient to give necessary protetition. This measure is even small and imperfect 
in comparison with Uie vastiiess of the tu'oblem, but is expected to give protection 
to the sectiou of the people who neea more protection.’* 

Inclusiok of Okiya Teaotb 

Hill. FEBRUAY A non-official resolution requesting the Government to 
communicate the wishes of the House to the Becretaiy of State for India to take 
immolate steps for the inclusion in Orissa of all tlie excluded areas lying in the 
provinces of Bengal. Bihar, the Central Provinces and fierar and Madras, was 
adopted to-day. The resolution w^as moved by Mr. G. C, Thatraj Bahadur and 
was subsequently amended. It had the ^ support of ^ all sections of the Hou^ ^In 
the course of discussion emphasis was laid on the inclusion of Sin^bbum district. 
Mr. Biawanath JDas, the l^cmier, speaking on the resolution, said that under 
Section 290 of the Goverament of India Act, the Secretary of Slats for In*, w 
to be moved in the matter through tlie Government of India. Mr. Das added that 
public opinion had to be mobilise in this matter. Tlie people of tlie Onya areas 
in the adjoining provinces should organise themselves so as to make the nccessiw 
representations to the Congress High Command and to the Governments of the 
various provinces. The Orissa Goverament were prepared to represent the matter 
to the Government of India. 

Minimum Wages Taxation Bill 

Mr. PyaH Sankar Roy next moved for consideration of the Bxation d the Mini- 
mum Wages Bill. The hou. Mr. Nityartanda Kanungo, leaking on behalf of the 
Government, said that while they were not opposed to such a ^ 

good if a rapprochement between labour and capital 
withdrew his motion in view of the Government’s desire for a rapprochement. 

High Court for Orieba 

Srimati Sarala DevVa resolution for__ tlm ^setting “ '' “ 

investigate the q 
Bodhram Dubey. 

Court to toy othw* propoBal like a judioi>l oomiBiBSKBier s court. 

Stifbnjd to ViDTA MASDia Stcdbhts 
Itih. FBmiASY The ABsemblJ ooneidired the demand* for w] 
mate y n ite r to-day. Bep^T^ ^ ^ motion on ’ 
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ior Bi. 1318 towuda the eKpeaeei of eeren students, who had been d^ted to 
Wszdhs to leecdre trainii^in the Msndir Training School at Ward^ the 

Hon. Mr. Bodhram Minister for Education, stated that the present mtem of 
edneatloa was out of date and had been able only to produce clerks. The Basic 
Ed u cation system, he said, would be able to impart such education as to enable 
stndents to earn their livelihood. As the financial condition of Orissa was unsound 
the Ckivemment proposed to start, as a first step, 25 schools all over the Province 
and a traininff school for the purpose would be started in May next on the return 
of the stadenfi from Wardha. The out motion was withdrawn. All the supple- 
mentary demands under the head ^Education’ were passed. 

The Moeeylbndebs Bill (oontd.) 

14fii. to ttfh. FEBRUARY The Assembly took up for discussion to-day the Orissa 
Money-Lenders Bill clause by clause. Opposing an amendment, whidi sought to 
indude co-operative societies within the purview of the Bill, the hon. Mr. Biatoanath 

the Prender, stated that the 'Government intended to bring a separate measure 
to guide cooperative societies and limit Uio interest chargeable oy them to 9 per cent. 
He nirther stated that the Govemihent had proposals to make the co-operative societies 
work more effidently. The amendment was put to vote and declared lost. Next day, the 
IM. February, clauses three to eight were passed, which dealt, inter aliot with the 
registratioQ of mon^-lenders and the duration of registration certificates. Next day, the 
Ifth. Febraair, the House passed the second reading of the Bill, excepting for a few 
minor amendments from me Opposition and the Government. Ihe main object of the 
Bill was to regulate money-lending transactions and grant relief to debtors. The Bill 
made it compulsory for money-lenders to^ register themselves and fixed the maximum 
rate of interest at nine and twelve per cent"p» annum on secured and unsecured loans 
respectively. Mr, Biawanath Daa, Premier, said that the Bill contained clauses affec- 
ting certain Central Acts, which would uecessarily involve its reference to the Governor- 
GeneraL Ihe House then adjourned till the 25th. Febmaiy, when it passed the third 
reading; of the Bill by 30 votes to 1 and this solitary champion of we cause of the 
moneylenders was Mr. P^iavmnadham Baju^ who had fought and fought bravely for 
preserving the vested rights of the money-lenders during the consideration of the Bill, 
dause by dause. 

Opiuif Amendment Bill 


Within ten minutes the Assembly passed the first, second and third readings 
of the toium (Orissa Amendment) xiill, 1939 which aimed at amending the Opium 
Act, 1878, in its application to the province of Orissa. The Hon. Mr. Bodhram Dube 
thanked the members for passing the Bill without any discussion even as it indicated 
that they had given their full support to the excise policy followed by the 
Government. 

Financial Statement fob 1939-40 


25fh. FEBRUARY No fresh taxation proposals were announced in the speee^ 
of the hon. Mr. Biawanath Daa, Premier, when he introduced the Budget esti- 
mates of the province for the year 1939-40 to^y. Mr. Das admitted that his Budget 
was a deficit one in the sense that it reduced "the free balance of Hs. 7.78 lakhs, 
which is less than the minimum treasury and bank balance of Bs. 9 lakhs.^ In 
spite of our retrendiment and economy, were is bound to be growth of expenditure 
in all nation-building do^ments.*’ A reference to the actuals of expenditure 
lor 1938-87 idiowed inat the enenditure during the year was Rs. 1,56 lakhs, 
while the revia^ estimate for 1@8^ is Bs. 1,92 lakhs and the budget estimate for 
1939-40 is Ba 8(£ lakhs. 

Referring to Prohibition, Mr. Biawanath Das said "Bev. G. F. Andrews has 
very prominently broui^t to our notice the opium evil in Orissa. We have, however, 
taw a more ambitious aod comprehensive scheme which includes all intoxicants. 
The innnal income under Excise Was Bs. 32,78 lakhs in 1936-37. Our Excise programme 
is eipeeted to reduce tl^ revenue' by Bs. 9k lakhs, which is 30 per cent of the 
entire Exoise revenue. We dedded to start prohibition in Balasore Distriet. The 
fiiM step in this direction was taken by resorting, to restricted and regulated sale of 
wiiiitm under strict Btate control, in the district from October 1938, where all shops 
were dosed and fourteen shops onlj were opened on the borders of the district 
Certain other Exdae refcnin^ oomnined with restricted sale of opium during the 
eumnt year, are emrM tejiMt As a reduction of Bs. 2 lakhs in revenue during 
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or to B>. M laUiB compared witb fhdr neoal income nnder Uie heed. "Added to 
we have vtovided in 193940 to epend in Balaeoie on »toMgaii£[ 
Ba. 11^ bendee increr^ preventive staff whhdi costs us Bs. 44^ e^ Bs. 
29^40 fw treatmoit at addicts. Prohibition, therefore, in the first year of its 
by loss of ^enne and increase of expenditure is expected to cost us over 33 wtr 
cent of our Excise revenue. 

“Frawrations are afoot to imdertake a country-wide literacy ccmpaign in a 
regulate manner in the course of1|^ yem. A sum of Bs. 1,000 has been put in 
the budget to enaole Honourable lleiUDerB to discuBs this question. It Ib eipected 
that the activiUeB may cost about h lakh of rupeee lii the course of this year. 
Our attemf>t8 to make men literate are usdeBS if what little is leamt is Boon to- 
gotten. It is, therefore, proposed to carry on a library movement also, with a cen- 
tral library at the headquarters, as is being done in fiaroda. The Budget provides 
a sum of Us. 25,000 for this library movement, as also for a contribution to libraries 
in Municipal areas. Early in 1938, an official and a non-official were deputed to 
Batoda to study the library movement in the State.” The Budget also provides hall 
a lakh of rupees for construction of a museum. A step is proposed to bs taken in 
the direction of compulsory primary education in Municipalities, Union Boards 
and also Notified Areas and the Budget provides Bs. 25,000 to these purposes. 

General Disgussion of Budget 

STfh. it S8lh. FEBRUAY The ^eral discussion of the Budget was taken 
up on the 27th. Khan Bahadur Ahmed BaknK while congratulating the Government to 
not imposing fresh taxation, said that adoption of Oriya language as a medium 
of instruction would create a great disadvantage to Muslim students as they 
would have to learn three langu^es viz. Englidi, Urdu and Oriya. ^ far as 
Muslims were concerned the Budget was disappointing. Mr. v,^ K. V, Raju 
said that there was no proposal for remission of land tax in the Budget. ^ South 
Orissa had also been badly laid down as regards allocation of money for new 
schemes. Rev. E, M. Evans^ while congratulating Government for its policy on 
Prohibition, thought that it had not gone far enough. There had been, he thou- 
ght, too much of window dressing. He regretted that no reference had been 
made regarding the building of the new capital. The Assembly had pronounced its views 
and a resolution had already been passed. The public were anxious to k^ow and were 
asking qui^ions and the Ministry should state what actions had up till now been taken 
with regard to this matter. Mr. Abdua Bohhan Khan, while cnticising the Budget^ 
characterised Hitler as the greatest man of the world and roused cries of ''question”. 
Continuing Mr. Khon said that Hitler had asked to people not to believe in 
merchants and missionaries and he wanted to add to this galaxy also to Biinisters. 
Bwami Bichitrananda Daa, while congratulating the Ministry on launching a bold 
programme of constructive work and to Prohibition scheme, urged the necessity of 
Boating a loan for further development. They must industrialise to country and raise 
the standard of living of the people. 6j. Mohon Daa said that to present 
budget had clearly proved that in spite ox to desire to help to people it was not 
possible to frame a popular budget within to limitations of to Government 
of India Act. He held the Principal and to Frofessors responsible to reported 
indiscipline among the students of to Bavenshaw College and pressed for an 
enquiry. Bj. Fyarisankar Boy, while congratulating to Government urged to 
changes in factory laws so that labourers might live as men. The House ton 
adjourned till to next day, to 28fh. Febmi^, when to Baja Bahadur ry 
of Khallikote^ speaking first, congratulated to Government on their attempt at 
Prohibition. He thought that to States’ problems should have bv this time 
bewi solved witii proper co-operation oftoOnssa Government. Referring to the 
appointment of Committees and experts, the speaker regret^ tot their wow 
had not produced proportionate' results. Continuing, to Baja Bahadur eroressea 
satisfaction at Government’s attempt to harness water falls of Koraput Distrtct 
to producing Hydro-Electric power. Whatever might have been, the^ Dpeam 
continued, to neglect of Bihar and Orissa to North (Msa, South 
not very much neglected by to Madras Government. Tliepwple of BoutnUrtt^ 
were rather worn off uiider to Orissa Government. The Raja Baharo teui€E 
stated that co-operative banks in Nortii Orisu had miserablv toled. No pioviHga 
Beemed to have bera made for refund of deposits of individual 
some provision had been made to paying up dues to to Bihag OTWfflicMft 
Co-operative Bank. In conclusion, he deprecated propaganda to oon-patxto^ 
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df mt and hdd Govemmenjb raipcmaible for not dieoking these aetivitiee. 
SaiL Barula Dwi (OoogresiOi while congratulating the Gfovemment, asked for 
more money for education of women in the Bavenshaw Qirls’ School and wanted 
a high school for g^rls in each district. Mr. (7. C, ThatraJ folt disappointed at 
the Budget as promises of previous years had not been fulfilled. In view of the 
financial position he could not justify launching of Ihrohibition scheme on such 
a large scale. Mr. Biawanath JDas, jPremier, replying to the debate, said that no 
budget, under the existing conditions of the Government of India Act, could be 
popular, even though it was framed by a popular Ministry, because (d the restric- 
ikms placed on them under the Act. Besides, the finances of the province were 
poor and consequently Orissa’s Budget was a mr man’s budget. He explained 


kt actually the deficit was not as much as Bs. 18 lakhs but only Bs. 1,22.000 
because of the utilisation of the last year's balances this year. Beiming to the 
charge of inference towards the Partially Excluded Areas, Mr. Das gave figur- 
les of income and expenditure in Qanjam and Kuraput districts, whi^ showed 


les oc mcome ana expenditure in Uanjam and JLuraput districts, wnich showed 
a deficit of Bs. 72 lakhs. He 'claimed that the Ministry had tried to improve 
the conditions *‘in every way, even at the cost of ourselveB”. He hoped that 
thdr efforts to utilise the Bogara water-falls would materialise which would 


VoTiNo ON Budget Demands 

18th. to 29fb. MARCH Voting on Buclget demands for grants commenced on the 
ISOl March. Mr. Nityananda Kanungo^ Kcvcniie Minister, moved a demand for 
Bs. 4,35,0r)8 under land revenue. Khan Bahadur Ahmad Bux^ moved a cut 
motion to draw attention to the *'inordinale delay in tlie partition of the estates.” 
The motion was withdrawn after the Minister had replied. The Khan Bahadur 
moved another cut motion to discuss the failure of the khas mahal authorities 
to provide lands for cattle grazing for their eatates in Cuttack, and referred to 
the hardships of the khas mahal tenant a. Mr. Brajaaundar Daa, aupporting the 
cut motion, said that the hard^ipa that had been removed from the tenants under 
samindara, still existed in khas mahal areas. The Bevenue ii mister, ^plying, 
•aid that free grazing ground could not reasonably be provided in towns. The 
ent motion was defeated and the Assembly adjourned till Monday, the 20th. 
Mardi, v/hen the House resumed discussion on Baja Bahadur of Khallikote^s 
out motion on the demand for Bs. 4,35,058 to defray chargea under land revenue. 
Mr. Painaik, supporting the motion moved on ^ ^turday, criticised the Govern- 
ment decision to take up survey ojiCTations in the zamindari areas of the Ganjam 
district He said that this was not a [)roper time to undertake operations, ns neither 
the samindara nor the tenants were in a position to pay. The speaker did not deny 
tbe Government’s powei's to order a survey, but such powers ought to bo exer- 
ctoed in special circumstances. Criticizing the general land revenue policy, Mr. 
PAtonaik stated that the Ministry was entirely following the bureaucrats and are 
Srorse than bureaucrats”. Klian Bahadur Ahmed Bux, supporting the motion, 
mforred mainly to zamiudars in the temporary-settled estates in north Orissa. 
He said that by passing the Tenancy Amendment Act the zemindars had lost a 
substimtial part of their income and their status bad been so advers^ affected 
that it b^me impossible for them to keep their revenue obligations. *Tlie zemin- 
dars are dead,” said the speaker, "and they will be buried any day the sale law 
is enforced.” Last September, the Khan Bahadur continued, nearly 70 estates 
were sold to areas of revenue in Cuttack alone, and this year conditiona have 
faeoome wme still, about 1 .!!j 00 towdes being in arrears. Next day, the 21st. Bleieli, 
the House passed the Land Be\'enue demand and discussed the Excise Policy 
of the Govmnment when Mr. Bodhram Duke, Minister, moved a demand for Bs. 
fii(^783 onto ’ Excise.” Mr. Brajasundar Daa, deputy leader of the Opposition, 
a emt in the demand by a rupee to discuss tlie fall in excise revenue 
and the sue of date palm Juice in students’ hostds.' Mr. if. G. Painaik^ sup- 
pcnling the cut moUon, dfiaracterized the excise policy of the Government as 
^tho^bjtos.” Mr. Bodhram Dube, replying to the debate, said that Balasore was a 
notodm distriot for Oniom consumption. The opium prohibition scheme of the 
Gc^ernmeiit was a bold it^* Contmuing, Mr. Dube accused the Bengal Govern- 
ment of tr^g to sedooe |Mce of opium in the neighbouriim district by 
as much as K) per cent The cut motion was defeated. Next day. the i2nd. 
Miiel. the House sdjoumed ditor five minutes’ sitting, the Only bonness befm 
Ike Honse beinx the presentotion of the supplemeatary demands, and thej^ 
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a»y, the 14ft. Ifareh. the claims ^ MosteSs J*^- ^ ** On- 
ward by Khan Bahadur Ahmed Bu* Srhbti fta Tfnn^^ P“* ***’ 

nnder '^en^ iWministration.” Mr. BfcJwnoi^oY^ftS ’ *”"-j 

that aooa after the creation of the province the 

dadon to ^ -w-y with the oommSnul rotation HS‘*iW.Sii®?fc* 

idnontiea of the p^vince os membeni of a ioink n 

Premier said., always did (heir best to seoSmmSiiteTotLl^SlZ!’ ?" 
Other minontiee of the province. Out of 20 sub^cnutv^ 

Ume. one was a Mohammedan. Since Moslcma consuYute 2/^ ^nt ^ 

the population they irpt repreaentatioii in the same service at 5^ber^n? 
cut motion was withdrawn. Next day, the 25th Mai«h thn ^ 

the cut motions observed : -“There is n strong fooling that Ae ui? 

dais was not changed yet The Oongross ^dZ to gl tot ntt. "Iw ««• 
thdr duties worthy of their rcsiwnsibility. 1 to frol tiie 
not more or less than public servants and there would be a 
d (hdr WOTk unless (hey came to that standard. The PremS^^^dSTSf ^ 
ConMS Government liad not done anything to create a ffdinr nf 
in die country.. He mainbi ned that while the previous Govo?nm?nt hidT 2St 
c<^er for o^in c^8(^ the present ttovernment, being roinSentatWe of ^ 
interests of fte people, had to keep a Imlsncc and see that ti“ cSs of ^ 
the immunities were duly mot. 'rhe Premier indi. atcd that the tovernm^ 
might ^oct e^nomy by further retreiiehmeiit and might bring fmvard 
for fresh taxation to make up the d^dt in the pre^it budget. Tteoiit^SStiM? 
T wi^awn and the demand for lls. sH,ft>.574 was passA xiie House ^ 
adjourned toll Mon^y, fte 17Ui. when a warning that X GovSJni^ 

would be compdled to “take drastic action if papers eSntinue to piiWi^^. 
des ^ich ^ conudered indecent and wanting in decorum’ was mvra bv to. 

•Sl'l? to the -cuf. m.otion on L BduittoS 


gnmto The Minister stotod ftar aUhonj^'ihe GoV'er^Tm"^! hid K'fiSXmT rSS 
I P»Wi«“ip«?.’i Next 


mey were not prepared 1 

Wft. MII^! a cut rnotioiT pnT^pptomVn^^^^ 

Uon was^mod towards the close of to-doy^s sitting without a division. When the 
^emier ^allci^ed a ^vision, Mr. ^and jAshore Das, who occuidcd tlie Chair in thA 
^senM of Sf^ker, inform^ biin that a decision had already been taken. The 
Pi^tnter urged withdrawal of the motion. This was resented by tne Opposition Mr 
Brajoeuwdar Das, I^er of the Opposition, criticized the PreKs wti^ 
dwlanog t^t It w^ld be better for u^m to withdraw. Thereupon, they walked 
j ^ E®t^ber, the Mouse voted the remaining Budget demanda 

teS:L.- *^‘ffljl-,-**tonimry (Ra. 114,^) and Oo-oner^on’’ (I{b. 1,90^). The 

dansnds. Mr. Broiosttndor Ztos, moving 
meicnl demand^ urged the nusmg of the status of the Orissa 
!™^“to a ooll^ Mr. ftoy Kruihna Soee, parliamentary secretaryVs^toB 
OTibd^ rf (^ GOTernment. said that the medical college would reqdro an initi^ 
ao 1^ and a recurring^ expenditure of ab?nt ^ ffl 

Officul Bills Passed 

MARCB nere being no question the Assembly was finished to-day 
5^5SS(S®®* the motion of Hon. Bodhram Dube, the Orissa Conrt 
lAmendment) BiU was referred to a select committee. 

Tha e**^®*^ . Pwsed the Madras Estates Land (Orissa Amendment) Bill. 

riff^M ^ ^^® to ®top the eviction of right in soil. i.e.. Kudivazam 

mm lands tUlthe dlst March 1940. Next day, the 81st. Mardi, the 
tsblA^wLi 1 minutes when Mr. Biswanath Das, Premier placed on the 

for ^ snth(»i8ed expenditure for 1938-40 and su|mlemcntary exptndituie 

of ^7 ^ Governor under sections 80 and 81 of the Oovemmoit 

. inaia Ao^ mpectii^y. The AwSnbly then adjourned until April i. 
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NON-OPTICIAL BlUiS Discussbd 

M. ft 4l1i. AFRIL Non-olAoiiil Billt wono taken up to-day. Mrs. Sarala Devi did 
not move hex Ortssa Dowry Abolition Bill. 

Mr. Brain Bandar Dae^ De^ty Leader of the Opposition next moved for 
leierenoe of the Manai^oment of Estates Bill to a select committee. Ho referred 
to the economic conditions of semindars. The Bill was intended lor taking up 
the manaroment of estates by the Court of Wards in cases of voluntary offers 
from aeiiimd«rs. This prooedure, Mr. Das said, was also likely to ease the 
eituation created following the reoeov tenancy legislation. Mr. Pyari Sankar Roy 
moved that the Bill be circulated. Mr. mtyananda Kanungrt^ supporting Mr. Boy’s 
motion lor oiroulation, referred to the allegation of the Opposition that the Govern- 
ment were attempting to muscle the Opposition by their measures. Tlie Minister 
•aid that they were very anxious to have the Opposition’s considered opinion 
even If they were contrary to the Government's proposals. Beferring to the Bill, 
he. said that it touched the vei^ land revenue system prevalent in the deltaic 
part of N<wth Orissa.' The Grovernment had already appointed a special st&u(f 
to make inquiries but sufficient material had not yet been collected. 
In. aoceptimr Mr. Boy’s amendment after being satisfied with the Minister’s 
statement^ Mr. Dae wanted the Government to circulate the Bill in verna- 
cular to have better publicity. Nort day, the 4th. April, Mr. O, 0, Thatraj 
Bahadur moved a resolution urging the Government to take immediate 
steps for an inquiry into the social and economic condition of Oriyas living in 
outlying Oriya tracts. The Makar ajr of Parlakimedi^ OpiHMition Ix;^cr, 
supporting the resolutiont stressed the necessity for an inquiry into the grievances 
of Oriyas outside, before any attempt was made for the inclusion of the areas in 
which tiiey lived in Orissa. Mr. Biswanath D /s, Premier, opixising the resolution, 
stressed uie advisability of friendly intervention instead of following the course 
contemplated in the resolution. Besides, a Provincial Government could not conduct 
au<^ an inquiry. In respect of concrete instances, the Provincial Government 
would correspond witii the Governments concerned. He concluded Uat a 
constitutional agitation should emanate from places where there were incon>eniencc8, 
and Oriyas shotild make themselves felt. It, by all these processes, they could not 
Mt their grievances redressed, they could approach the Congress High Command. 
The resolution was rejected without a division. 

A resolution by Mr. Thatraj Bahadur seeking to bring down, tlic Motor 
Vehicles Tax prevailing in South Orissa^ to the Nort Orissa rates, was withdrawn 
after the Premier gave a hint that the tax prevailing in North Orissa would be 
raM to the rate prevailing in South Orissa. The House was then prorogued. 
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Proceedings of the Frontier Assembly 


Budget Seatimi— Peahawar— ITth. Mardi to lUi. Agril 1939 


Fimakcial Statement for 1930—40 


The Bu^ct session of the North West Frontier Legislative Assembly com- 
menced at Fosbawar on the 17th. March 1989. A proposal to introduce a Motor Spirits 
and Lubricants Retail Sales Taxation Bill on the lines of the Bills which were under 
consideration in other Provinces, was the only taxation contemplated by the Govern- 
ment. according U) the Budget for 1939-49 uitroduced to-day by Dewan Bhanju Bam 
Oanahi, the Finance Minister, who summarised the jHMition as follows 
Receipts inclusive of oi>ening balance Ra. 1,93,2C\0CX). Expenditure including 
new recurring and non-recurring charges Rs. l,c? "‘*000. Balance Rs. 
6,86,000. The Minister said that under education substbuual amounts had 
been provided for creating more educational facilities. Under medical the 
Government proposed to augment the existing facilities in rural dispensaries, 
and improve medical institutions exclusively casing for females. In the 

department of agriculture, with a view to introducing scientific and up-^date 
methods of production and marketing, a provision had been made for experiments 
to be carried out on economical metnods of fruit preservation and marketing of 
products. The need of industrialization of the Province had also not been forgotten, 
tkmduding the Minister referred to the increasing disturbances in the province, 
riots and raids from without. It was a mly» he said, that the Government ^d not 
so far been suocesaful in persuading the ventral Governm^t to extend ^eir helpmg 
hand in compensating the unfortunate victims, to whom he extended his heartielt 
sympathy. 

Blockade Against Tbibe 


, ^ IWh. MARCB:— An adjournment motion,; moved by Sar^r 

leader of the Opposition, to dUscusa the blockade against the Mmadmi Wazii 

tribe in Bannu Ijfitriot, was lost without a division to-day. 

occMipned by a membw of the House associating the names of Mahatma^^ 

and Khan Abdul Ohaffar Khan with the present tnW 

Government, leading to another membw charactensing it as a_ shameful lemwl:^ 
On mother membJ obiectinE to the word “ehemeful” a. unpMliemenfc^i Ifc ■drte* 
AbiutOajhr Khan, wiio wa» res^dbie f« 
to confine himidf to the motion rat 

^owM to leidy to the ellcgetira. ageinat Mr. Gm^ and lam AWW^Ma^ 
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Minibtebs* Allowakobb Bill 

tOUk WMM A rnling of considerable importance was ffiven to«day by 
Malik Khuda Speaker, when Bewan Bhanjuram. the finance Minister, 

sought the leave of the House to introduce the Frontier Ministers’ Salaries (Amend- 
ment) Bill which sought to authorise the Provincial Government to make rules for 
regulating the gp^ant of travelling and daily allowances to Ministers. Mr. Abdur 
Bab Nishtar raised a point of order stating that tlie Bill was ultra virea of the 
Provincial Legislature. He argued that Section 51 of the Government of India Act 
provided that, once the salaries of Ministers were fixed by an Act of the Legislature, 
the same could not be changed during their tenure of office. If allowances were 
considered a pitft of the salaries, Mr. Nishtar contended, the same could not be 
changed according to Section 51. unless the Ministry resigned. If the allowances 
were not<a part of the salaries, the Tjegislature was not capable of passing any Act 
providing for the same. The Pinavee Miniater^ on behalf of tlie Government^ stated 
that similar Acts were passed in other legislatures in India, and the Bill was drafted 
with the, concurrence of the Government of India. The Advocate-General, Sardar 
Bahadur Raja Singh , , explaining the legal implications, said that an analogous 
Bill had alreiuly been passed by the House, and it was within their comp^nce to 
legislate a measure of this character. Admitting the Bill and overruling Mr. 
Nishtar’s ficiiit of order, the Speaker observed that tli^ Government of India Act 
did not B|>ecifically authorise the liCgislature to legislate for allowances of Ministers. 
As a matter of fact, the Sfieakcr added, the omission became very potent 
when he saw that there was a special iirovision for the grant of allowances to mem- 
bers, but there was a conspicuous absence of any provision for fixing allowances to 
Ministers. The final authority to decide tlic point, the Bi)eaker continued, was the 
Governor-Ocncra] nesting in his discretion, who liad not been proi>erly approached 
to decide the ixnnt and issue a public notification. 

The House next referred to a select committee, the N. W. F. Pr. Motor Spirit 
and Lubricants Taxation Bill, to be reported by the Slst March. 

General Discussion of Bunoirr 


21st to 22nd. MARCH The general discussion of the Budget commenced on 
the 21st March and on tlie next day, the 22nd. March, a suggestion that the 
Frontier Congress Ministry should create a dendloi'k if the central * Government 
refused to grant further substantial subvention to the province was made by Mr. 
Abdur Bab Khan Niahtar, Referring to Uie statement of expenditure, Mr. Isishtar 
said that in the ftwe of the Congress declaration that the Federal scheme was not 
aeccptiiblc to the country, the projxisal in the Budget to meet expenses 
for otlicers who w'ould conduct Federal elections were deplorable. Mr. Tekchand 
Dhingra drew the Government’s atteiitioii to the increasing lawlessness in Dehra 
Ismail Khan District and appealed to the Premier to restore security of life in that 
district. Mr. Faquir Khan (Coiigresp) ilisagrecd with the present policy of the 
Ministry with regard to law and order and opined that a firmer hand was required 
to eradicate anarchy from the Province. Replying to the criticism levelled against 
him, the Finance Minister refuted Uie argument that financial position of the 
Province was not sound. He assoedated himself with the House over the question 
of farther subvention from the Central Government and thanked Mr. Nishtar for 
the Biiggestion by which the Central Government would be comi^elled to agree to 
their demand. 

Non-official Bills Discussed 


SM. MARCH i—The House passed to-day Lala Tekchand Dhingra*a N. W- F. 
P. Artificial Ghee Colourisation Bill. The House next referred to the Select Committee 
Dr, Me, Ghoak*a N. W. F. F. Hindu Religious Endowment Bill, the Committee 
to report by the next sesnon of the Assembly. 

Official Rills Passed 

t4ih. MARCH The Assembly had a two-hours’ sitting to-day in the course of 
whidi it passed the Courts Reguladon (amendment) Bill, spousored by the Premier 
thr N. W, F. P« Ministers’ Salaries (Amendment) Bill, und the Speaker's and 
Deputy Speaker’s Salaries (Amendment) Bill moved by the Finance Minister. 


Non-official Bbsolutions 
_ j unanimously passed Unlay Khan Fir J^akah ithon’s 
_ j Pkovindal Government to make adequate arrap^fDts 
to the people of the proviim Khom Abdur Bablf*9hiar 


^ not for 
eats of the-pzo- 
Parliam^tikxy 
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butootI^ tile ^rcMlutira, BtatiiiK'that the province needed military traininK. 
iurfluntogtheBnfaBli Gwemmont/B deaigng'but to 8af(««aid theintS oil 
Vince. •dttautiaA, h^ucntion ^nieter and Ati^rJiohd K/umT^ 

^retary, apokc oji beiialf of the Government. 

Voting on Budgist Demands 

aTtti. to 29th. MARCH s— ^le omxyBitioii riillicd tlieir full forces to measure their 
Btreng^ with the Government to-day when the AsBembly took up voting wi 
demands for grants. Ihere were three cut motions under the head “Education”. 
The Opposition challenged a division on ^ne of these, and lost by 24 votes to 22. 
The entire demand ot Ks. 2i),9i,(X)0 iniscFircct of IMucation moved by Qazi Atiaulla 
Khan, Education Minister, was passed. The Government spent Bs. 32 lakhs oil 
Education annually, or a sixth of their tevcnuc. stated Qazi Attaullah Khan, in an 
api^eal to tlic public and to tlie Opixisition to co-operate with the Government to 
stomp out illiteracy. Next day. the 28th. March, important observations on the 
Tribal problem were made by the lh*cmicr, Dr. Khan Sahib, when he replied to 
the debate on the demand for a grant of Ks. 3l»,53.000 in respect of “Police^\ The 
rremier said, “The dislurbam-es in the Tribal territory arc a misfortune to our 
IVovince. I have expressed tlie view, offitially and non-oftUdally, that the only 
solution is that the Tribal Arcji and the people who are ow'iicrs of that land, should 
be left alone (shouts of “Hear, licai*^. If Uiis is done, I have every hope that this 
question, which is within the reach of the l»rovincinl Government, wifi be settM 
very amicably”. The l»:*emicr continued, “Force is a very dangerous thing. You 
cannot coerce peoi»le by force, lilittiinl goodwill, hoiiesiy, and the gaining of the 
people aic the only solution.” Kofening to the. criticism of the police, the Premier 
said : “Our police arc the best, in India and they arc doing their utmost to serx'e 
the pcoide honestly witliout communal considerations. There is no difference 
between a <‘onstable and me, for we both arc public servants.” The Government, 
Uie l*remier added, hud reduced exiM^nscs on the j^olicc by Ks. 66,000 since they 
came into ix)wer. Addressing the Opposition benches, Dr. Klian Sahib said that 
tlie Government were not reverting • to the Frontiei* Crimes Kegulation with any 
ulterior motive, but in order to bring “hired assassins to book”. “'Ibis Government,” 
the rremier added, “is never aelnated by any motive but justiec.” He appealed to 
the Iloiise to curb the spirit of eommunuliFiu in the iirovinee, whatever their 
political views miglit be. Dr, Khan Sahib concliuleil : '.‘Lot us light on different 

.... , . ^ 1 *. — .. 11 . 1 — ^ * 1 .- X the province, and 

discussion on the 
\ Mi.Abdur 

Eahman Khan (Congress) who, after the rremicr^s speech, withdrew the motion. 
Dr. C. C, Ohosh also withdrew his motion, and tlie grant was papsed. Mr. Abdur 
Rehman said tliat Uie increasing lawlessness on the Frontier had brought a bad 
name to this Congress province and, he was of the oi>inion, tlint non-co-operation 
with the Ministry on the part of l.igh police oUiceis was responsible for the growing 
unrest. Sordar AJit Singh urged the Premier to completely overhaul the working 
of the police department. The iHjliee, he contended, were neglecting their duty 
with the result tiiat there was appalling increase in crime. Ne.\t day, the 29th. March, 
the Assembly eoncludeii voting on Uic Bnget dcmnndB During discnssipn on a 
cut motion, i)r. Khan SaUb, Premier, dei*lari*d tliat he was trying 
exclude nil military elements from the Judicial Department 
correspondence in this connection. 

Seizure of Fire-arms 

JOth. MARCH :--To-dny’s proceedings mainly related to Sirdar AuraiMzeb 
Khanka ndiournment inotion reganliiig the seizure of the fire-arms of Khan 
Bahadur fendullah Khan, es-Ministcr, by the Government for non-payment 

of land revenue (abiaiia). After two hours' discussion, the motion was 

t^ted vitiwut a division. Tlie mover diaraetenoed the 
aa vindictive, and said that theits were Other cou^ ^ to the Go^nn.mt to 
realise the arrears. But the confiscation of all the fire-arms of the ex-Minuto, 
added the mover, rendered Mr. Sadiillah Khmi s life unsafe in the da^t-ri^e:i 
country where he lived. The Picmier, Dr. Khan Sahth, rwudiated toe OpposUioo 
•Uegation that, in iaanina the order fat the ccmfiwaUoi. ^ ^ar^ 
were actuat^v! hv viniiirtive motives. He added that there were nunarMS in me 
w^ams wS^^^ He said that democracy demnndsd 

Just and equitable treatment to all peoplq, and hia Go^-einment Sere rntroaucing a 


poliueal views might lie. nr, Kiinii ^anin conciiuieii : vi-ici us ngni on 
politb'al platforms, but lot. us eollnboralc to main tain the jeacc of the prov: 
aithieve the goal of liberty, which is difiicult to attain.” Ihc discussio 
Government grant in respect of Police was raised on a “cut’ motion by M 


„ his bret to 
and he was in 
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TBS taxmasB UBomuBim memvi i 

Imder irkkii Am woiM be vto dieeiittiiaatioii between tlie ikb «b 4 Hie poor. 
peAilo tfionef, end Hie Ifinletr^f, m " — — 


Itoi leefieetion. 


BRMEiif or o BBTsarus 

let AraOL The Afeanblfeondaeted noa-offioUd^ boeiaeM to-day. It nnani- 
laoiiHy adopted Faair Khan'^a (Oongieea) cemaHon feoommending to Hia 
Oovemmcnt that, wi A a mw to id^eHatiiig the coooitloQ of the poverty-strickea 
peaeants* the land revenue ayateln ebonid be to amended aa to bring it on a basis 
with inoome-tax. Explaining the\GoVeniinent point of view, Qaai AttauUah Khan, 
SdneaHon Minister, sympadbised cwitn^tlie present condition of the agrioolturists, 
but asid, that the rates d inoomei4ax owd not be ai^lied to agricultural incomes 
or land revenue assessment The ampunt of income, however, of small landholders 
should be taken into consideration at the Hme of assessment He added that the 
Government were awaiting the x^iort of the enquiij committee appointed by the 
Punjab Government on jhe question of assessment Mr Fiakiar api^ed to the 
Government to introduce a sliding scale of assessment of land revenue. Sardar 
Auranqaabt Leader d the Opposiuon, and Khan Bahadur Badullah Khan, 
ax-Mimster, suiqiorted the lescdution. 

Pbbbs Law Bbpbal Bnii 


M. AFHIL Bat Bahadur liahr Chand Khanna^a motion to introduce his 
Indian Press (Emergency Powers) N. W. F. P. Bepealing Bill was discussed 
to-day. Opposing, Dr. Khan Sahab, the Premier cdiserved :^**Unfortttnately, we 
are in a province where liberty of the Press is considered a kind of personal 
mivilege to be used in such a way as not only to obstruct the Government and 
Its b&^ccnt work, but to provoke people communally, and create disturbances 
from personal motives.** The Pzmier sgreed with the mover that^ lor nation- 
bnilding, civil liberty and liberty of the Press were of jpaiamount impenianoe, but 
condmnned those who were introducing an dement which would, if unchecked, 
destteqr national freedom and liberty. The motion was lost. 

NoK-OFFiGiAL Bills Discussed 

Mr. Abdur Bab Khan Niahiaf'a Punjab Tenancy (N. W. F. P.) Amendment 
Bill and Dr. C. C, Ohaah^a N. W. F. P. Public Hea|fch Bill, were referred to a 
Bdect Committee. Bat Bahadur Mahr Chand Khanna'a N. W. F. F. Anti-Beggary 
Bill was drculated for eliciting public opinion, 

Aobicultdeal Produce Marketing Bill 

5flu APRIL:— The Assembly to-day passed the Agricultural Produce Marketing Bill 
with inqportant amendments. Bat Bahadur lahardaa, Bai Bahadur Uakr Chand 
Khanna and Sardar Ajit Suwh pleaded the cause of the minorities who, they 
averred, would suffer greatly if the providons of the Bill were not drastically amen- 
ded. Tbe Government accepted a number of amendments. While, however, half a 
down amendments were yet to be dUposed of, the members of the Hindu-Sikh Nati- 
onalist Party, headed by Bat Bahadur Mahr Chand Khanna, walked out of the 
House as a protest against what they characterised as the unsympathetic attitude of 
the Govemment 


Patrol Tax Bnx 

SHl APRIL:— Twdve members of the Muslim League Parly and two Indepen- 
dents, namely, Mr. Abdur Niahtar and Pir Bakah Khan staged a 'walk out’ to^y 
lolloi^g the imwtionjby 23 votes to 17, of Mr. Abdur Niahtar^a amendment to w 
dhdBt, tiiat the N. W. F. Pcovinoe Motor Spirits snd Lubricants T axatio n ^ 
when ehanted, shall not be enicnroed until uie tax lev ed on vehicles te 

hire and used lor conveyance of passengers unto the N. W. F. P. motor ^yemto 
Tuition Act was abolished. Mr. Auranga^ Khan, Lead er of the Ontoto, BM Bdia- 
dur JMr Chand Khamta and Fir Bakah, cfpotmng the Kll, voioed the gxiev^M 
of Um and taxi owners and dr^miNbo would be the wost sutBRurs, if a Isglslar 
tion of tide tosaeler were enacted. The hon. Mr. Bhaujuram Gai^, Fhianoe 
Minister^ assuxud the Ifoto that^ in order to minimise the ineldenee of 
lony owners, the Govcminent would bring forward at the next l em i o n a BfU. whioh 
wemd dmstioaUy aiiend the vrotoons ^the Motor Vehidea Taxation 
the House 1 - * • • • « 

itigs) «U r 


to tbdar Tubtonlto Bantoriam (Fkohibttioa d Build* 
thi PlN^ and then adjoumed sto to 
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26 II Biahambhar Nath IkuuUy 

37 M hagawan Din Miara 


38 Bhri Bishambnr D^ol Tripathy 

39 „ Bimal Prasaul Jain 

40 Bhagawati Narain 

41 I, Kcshav Dev Malaviya 

42 H Damodar Swarup Beth 

43 ” Deep Narain Verma 

44 ** Gajadhar Bingh 

43 Gopal Narain Baxena 

46 » Hira Ballabh Tripathi 

47 ” Harish Ghandra Bajpai 

48 Maulana Hussain Ahmad Baheb 

49 Hakim Mohmudul Hasan Baheb 

50 Hakim Brij 1^1 Verma 

51 Bhri Jugal Kishore Divedi 

52 Lala Prayag Dutt 

53 Bhri Manssar All Sokhta 

54 Mohammad Kasim Baheb 

55 Bhri B. D. Bhoradwa) 

56 I, Bameshwar Bnatak 

57 Shrimati Bani Laxmi Devi 

58 Bhri Raghubar Dayal Misra 

59 Bardar Narmada Prasad Bingh 

60 Bhri Biidarshan Dayal 

61 I. Barjii Prasad 

02 ,1 Viuyadhar Bajpai 

Utkal.— 19 

1 Sjt. Jagannath Das 

2 I, Harekishua Mdiatab 

3 ,1 Prankrishna Parbiari 

4 Pandit Nilkantha Das 

5 Bjt. B. K. Biswasray 

6 |» Mohan Das 

7 ,1 Badasiv Tripathy 

8 II Dibakar Pattnailc 

9 I, Bashibhusan Bath 

10 i. Jadumani Mangaraj 

11 ,1 Madanmohan Pattnaik 

12 ,1 Godavaris Misra 

13 II Nandakishore Das 

14 I, Barangdhar Das 
13 I, Biswanath Das 

16 ,1 Bo«lhram Dube 

17 ,1 Nabakrishna Chaiidhury 

18 |. Bhagirathi Mahapatra 

19 II Chiiiatamani Misra 

Vldarblia — 6 

1 Honl>le Bhri Briilol Biyani 

2 Bhri Ix>knio*ak M. 8. Aney 

3 Bhri Dr. M!. N. Parasnis 

4 Dr. 8. L. Kashikar 

5 Dr. N. Z. Nandurkar 



The Indian National Congi^ess 

Proceedings of dieit^^orking CommUtee 
Berdoloi (Gujret)— 11th. Jamiary to 14th. January 1939 

A meeting of the Working Committee was held at Bardoloi from 11 to 14 
January, 1939, Shri Subhaa Chanara Boae presided. The Members present were 
Uaulana Abut Kalam Azat/, Shria Sarojini Naidu, Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabh- 
bhai Patel, Rajendra Pramd, Jairamdaa Loulatram, Bhulabhai I^aat^ 
Pattabhi Bitaramayya, Bhankerrao Leo, Sarnt Chandra Bose, Hare Kria/ma 
Mahatab, J. B. Kripalani, Shri Jamnalal Bajaj was also present for some time. 

2. Hindn-MnsUm Qneatloa 

He question was discussed at length and the General Secretary was authorised 
to issue the following statement to the press 

‘The Working Committee hove slways been anxious to arrive at a satisfactory 
settlement of the communal question in consultation with and with the co-opera- 
tion of all the parties concerned. It was with tins obi^t in view ^t Congress 
President conferred with the President of the Muslim 

munication receivi from the Muslim League on this subject left little hope of a 
mutual understanding bdng established at present. 

“The Congress has on many previous occasions declared its policy on the com- 
munal question, and in relation to the minorities. That policy holds and it ©wem 
the principal aspects of the problem, but the course of events and 
of the political situation raise new doubts whwh reauire 

were therefore of opinion that the Congress should, in order to pave Ihc way to a 
fuller understanding, endeavour to remove doubts by further elucidating 
J^ toe^mmunal auestions that have arisen with a view ^ 
declaration. The Working Committee have given earnest consideration to the 

matter. . . 

•nwy have, however, come to the conclnsimi ftot for 
pnrpoee wUl be served by making such a dcclarataon and thw mi^t wot M 
Hi,. ..«««> Teault in delaying the very consummation, whwA tl,ey owne v 
desire, namely a satisfactory settlement that is iw Bubiect 

IheCommittM, therefore, do not make «".y X, ^c wto 

at pr^t, but they will continue th«r efforts m ^*5* "Ji^nitiM m 

of Se&iigress mi its many declarations to ensure thS 

well u to ^ve such doubjs as may arise from ^me to bma In this ti«k twy 
Bfffk and woidd welcome the co-operation of all concerned. 

S. Bengall-BIhsri Conirevsrsy— RssdtalioB 

The Committee adopted the Report of ^ri Mendrs 
following^lotiSnfor the guidance of the Bihar and other Congress Govern 

Working Committee have 

regard to the Bengali-Bihari controversy wd jej.ution of the careful 

from Mr. P. B. Uas. The Oommit^^wiA to cxprws their yi^iauo^^ 

and exhaustive report prepared by of*tiie*fact tiiat^ severalm these 

with the oonclunons arr^ at by him. In view formulate them here- 

conclustons are capable of general application, the Committee iormui»«i 

undor. 


1. While the Committee .are of 
end divexsl.ty of life in gS? 


end ^veisity of life in the vsrioas or me 

the idea of a should beoome 

and hbtorical inheritance must always “d rim. Herefewe, the 

a free and strong nation built upon a unity a narrow provincialism. 

9)mmittee wish to discourage ril^sepmtist to^ ^ 

.Nevertheleas the Committee we of op^ 

few ihepeople cl e province have a oertao ririm which cannot oe w 


86S ra^mmjOfi^ATioi^Ahcos^ 

2. In XQgiid to servioet the Committee ore of opinion that theie Aonld be no 
bar pmenting the.emptoment of any Indian, living in any part of the oonntry, 
fiom MeUng emdtognnent la any other part But certain oonridnrationa mnat goTem 
eoen employmeDt, ijiart from the eaaential condition of merit and eflSciency, nnidh ie 
of partioidar impoitanee in the higher aervicea and in the aekction of spdcmMsta and 
ezparti. « Theae oonaideratioDB are : 

(1) A lair representation of yarious communiiieB in the province. 

m) The enconxagement, aa far as poetible, of backward claaeea and groopa ao 
Umt they might develop and play thar lull part in the national life. 

(M) A preferential treatment of the people of the province. It is desirable 
that this preferential treatmait should be governed by certain rules and regulations 
framed by provincial govemmenta in order to prevent individual officers from applying 
diffismt standards, further it is desirable that similar rules should be applicable in 
all provihcea. 

3. In regard to Bihar no distinction should be made between Bibaris properly 
so called and the Bengali^speaking residents of the province born or domiciled there. 
The term Bihari should in f aet include both these classes and in the matter d ser- 
vices, as well as other matters, an identical treatment skonld be given to both. It 
is pormissible to give a certain preference in services lo these residents of the province 
over people from other provinces. 

4. The practice of issuing certificates to domiciles should be abolished. Appli- 
cants lor services should state that tihey are residents of or domiciled in the pro- 
vince. In all appropiiAte cases the Government will have the right to satisfy itself 
shoot the correctnesB of the statement before making an appomtment 

5. Domicile should be proved by evidence that implies that the applicant has 
made the province his home. In deciding that he has done so, length of residence, 
possessi^ of house or other property, and other rdevant matters diould be tnken 
uito consideration and the conclusions arrived at on the totality of the evidence 
available. However, birth in the province or ten years’ continuous lesidenco should 
beiaguded as sufficient proof of domicile. 

fill All persons holding appointments under Qovemment should be treated 
alike, and promotions must be based on seniority coupled with efficiency. 

There should be no prohibition against any one carrying on trade or 
hiuiness in the province. It is desirable that firms and factories, carrying on 
hnaineBS in a province, should develop local contacts by givirg appointments, wher- 
ever popsible, to residents of the province. But suggestions made by provincial 
Government to firms and factories in the matter of appcnntmenta may be misunder- 
stood and therefore dionld be avoided. 

8. When accommodation is limited in educational institntions, places may be 
reserved for different communities in the province, but the reservation should be in 
a fidr proportion. Perferenee h such educational institutions may be given to 
people of the Frovinoe. 


9. In Bihar in the areas where Bengali is the spoken language the medium of 
instmction in primary schools diould be Bengali, but in such areas provision 
sbonld also be made lor instruction in Hindustani in the primary schools for those 
whose motiier-tongiie is Hindustani, if there is a leasonaDle number of students 
^Making Hindustani. Similarly, in Hindustani-speakiog areas, education in primary 
achoohy should be dven in Hindustani, but^ if there is a nasonable number of 
BengatHQieaking stnaents^ they should be tan^t in Bengali. In secondary schools 
edneatkm dhoaid be given throuf^ the medium of the province, but the State should 
nidfide for education through the medium of any other language where there is a 
os mairf l or it on tike part of the residents of any diatriot where this other language 

Workbag Committee earnestly tmst that the above cunclusionB will ^ 
aeoiptad and acM upon by all the partiea conoemed in Bihar and the regrettable 
eboMversy in wovfaKW will fifeso 

' ooadiNMW wnM dw gdde tbe gnnd poliey oi other pro^dal ad- 
adidMnliein ta Aaie JHitan iMrria'de^ 

4. Sppfw lleie fttedy H eea i e M ea 


d HenfaMae 1 
lelhM «hit he 


«1k> hid been OB theesene igmUwtM ^ 
MBiHidhei^ The 0(HDailttee peeied the fcUowug 




f4m. m 1 ME womNG ocaaiCTTffls 


w Bcr-r. — # r' r™ — w uvouuxu lu me oiawB. ’me CX>mmittee neve ml-i 
^ned Oo among, the people of the Btatee end to Sr 

d(iiT<nBO&tat th«r era ^vinced that lesort to mob Tfadenoe will delay that ddl- 
yaanoe. Tht Gom|^ttee thetefote eanteeily trnat that the neonle of the an 

Sol m^Ltato to 


S Jaipnr Baa an Mat Jamaalal Ba}ai 

Shri Juiiu^ phu^ before the Committee all the &ota leading to the ban 
phM^ jm hie ento into Jaipur State and the dedaration by the State «iitlior >%t 
of tte l^Jainandw aa an unlawful organiaation. Jamnalalp informed the Com* 
mitted that w intended to break the order passed against him and to offer 
Setyagraluu The Committee passed the following resolution : 

rnio Wo^g Otmmittoe deplorea the ban placed on the entry into the Jaiimr 
Statp of, Seth Jamn^U by the Jaipur authorities whilst he waa on hla way to 
Jdpnr, to na^e pl^ for fanune relief work and to attend the meeting the 
Jdpnr Ba:ya Fraja Uimdal of which he ia the President. The Working r!nni«itt»« 
hope that wiser cmuoads wiil prevail and the authorities will withdraw the ban and 
prevent an agitation both in the Jaipur State and outside.** 


6. Uneertified Kbadi^Resoliitloii 

Complaints were received from several provinces bv the A. I. C. C. office and 
the A. I. B. A. about Congressmen encouraging the production and sde of uncerti- 
fied khadi bv themselves purchasing such khimi, by o]i)ening production and sale 
centres for the same, by performing opening ceremonies of production and sale 
centres and generally by offering their co-operation and patronage, ^me Congress 
Committees nad gone so far as to issue certificates to private producers and dealers 
of uncertified khadi. The Committee were strongly of the view that such conduct 
on the part o£ Congressmen and Congress organisations was highly objectionable 
as it defeated the object of the A. I. S. A.’s new policy of giving a minimum IMng 
wage to the spinner. The Committee therefore passed the following resolution for 
the guidance of the Congressmen, Congress organisations and Congress governments : 

The Working Committee is of opinion that the policy adopted by the All 
India Bpinners’ Association and the efforts made by it to secure adequate wages to 
the Bpinners and other artisans engaged in Khadi work are of great importance as 
bong conducive to the welfare of the rural population and likely to pave the way 
for a proper wage standard for them. The Committee, therefore, considers it to be 
the duty of all ^ingress organisations and Congressmen to offer wholehearted co- 
operation and support to the Association and its affiliated organisations in order to 
make this policy a success. 

The Committee expresses its strong disapproval of the harmful activities of 
uncertified producers and dealers who have been exploiting the growing demand for 
Khadi by offering cheaper stuff produced with the help of low and inadequate^ wages 
and who have been misleading those Congress organisations and Congressmen as 
have not yet become aware oi the difference betwera genuine Khadi produced by 
the A. I. B. A. and its affiliated organisations and the cheaper stuff offered by un- 
certified pr^uoers and dealers. The Committee, thcrcforcL considers it neccssai^ to 
lay down the following instructions for the guidance of Congress organisationB, 
Oot^ressmen and all those who are interested in the development of genuine 


(1) In the opinion of the Congress “Khadi*, means only such khadi as is pro- 
duced oy its own organisation viz., the A. I. B. A. and the institutiims certified by 
it and all Con g ress organisations and Congressmen should use and advise others to 
use only such &hadi. 


. ^ Congressmen should refrain from pwforming 
parUci]^ting m the functions of or doing anything that would direcuy or indimuy 
give encouragement to such institutions, exhibitions or shops as sell or spreaa tne 
use of uncertified Khadi. 

(3) No Congress organisation or Oongi^men Aould ^e ^y. a 

^6 name of KhSi in any cloth other than Khadi that is produced by the A* I. Bi 
A. or the organisations certified by it. 
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TBB iKDtAK NATIONAL OONGBfiSS [ bi&dolOi-^ 

CoiBaniiilfts tad Membonhip to OongreM ElaetiTe Bodlaa 

SM Sundara^a from Andhra dling his candidature for Section as delegate 
had declared that he hdd communistic views. Not only this, but he declar^ Uiat 
as a follower of Marx and Lenin he believed that in the last resort violence will have 
to be used for the attainment of independence. He wab therefore debarr^ from 
^testing election as a ddegate. The Committee in this connection gave the 
following ruling : / 

*^If a person who accents Article 1 oi the Congress Constitution and in token 
thereof si^ns the Membership form and otherwise fulfills such other conditions of 
membership, as may exist at the time, he is entitled to become a Congress mem 
per and has a right to stand as a candidate for an elective office provided further 
he fulfills such other requirements as are laid down for the pur|x>se. It should be 
clearly understood however that every activity leading to promotion of violence is a 
violation of article (1) of the Constitution aiid therefore renders a person indulging 
in such activity liable to di^ualification.’* 

Ip the light of this omnion of the Committee 6hri Sundarayya’s case was to 
be decided by the Andhra F. C. C. 


NOTES 

Presidential Ejection 

Delegates from various provinces proposed the names of Shri Subhas Chandra 
Bose, Mamana Abul Kalam Azad and Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya for the presidentship 
of the 52nd. Session of the Congi-ess to be held at Tripuri, Mahakoshal in March 
next Maulana Abul Kalam Azad however informed the General Secretary with- 
drawing his candidature. With the retirement of Maulana Azad from the contest 
the <^(nce of the delegates lay between Shri Subhas Chandia Bose and Dr. Pattabhi 
The delegates assembled on the 2dth Janua^ at places fixed by the P. C. Cs to 
record th& votes. The A. 1. C. C. office received wires from all provinces commu- 
nicating the results of the voting. Shri Subhas Chandra Bose polled 1575 votes and 
Dr, Pattabhi 1376. Shri Subhas Chandra Bose was therefore declared dected the 
President of the 52nd Session of the Congress {see poster), 

Indian States 


Rajkot 

We have already in a previous i»8ue of the Bulletin recorded the agreement 
arrived at between Ihakore Sahib and Shn Vallabhbhai Patd. This happy ending 
of a three months’ heroic struggle was the cause of widespread rejoicing. Ine ruler, 
no less than the people of Bajkot were the recipients, of warm congratulations from 
idi over the country. But this combined victory of the ruler ana the people was 
perhaps not relished by higher authority, One of the terms of the settlement wa? 
that a council of 10 memBers should Be 


perhaps not relished by higher authority, One of the terms of the settlement wa? 
that a council of 10 memBers should Be appointed to submit within a month a 
scheme of Constitutional reform. It was agrera that the seven non-official mem- 
bers of the Committee were to be chosen by Bhri Vallabhbhai Patel. Bhri Vallabhbhai 
sent a list of seven names to the Tbakore Sahib. The Thakore Sahib, guided from 
above, accepted lour names and rejected the rest on the ground that scats had to to 
found for -tne representatives of Muslims and other minorities. The meaning of this 
belated plea for minorities was obvious. It was a cover for going back on a sol^n 
agreement in order to retrieve the loss of prestige that the Briti^ bureaucracy rm 
sttfitored at the hands of the people. This was a call for a further and more intenuve 
ooitoe of suffering tar the innqsent but brave men and women of Bajkot. Ban 
Vallai^bhai Patel however pleaoed wito the Thakore Sahib to honour his plighted 
word and avert a repditi<m of the struggle. 

But his pleadings were in vain. "It now remains lor me” declared Shii 
Vallabhldiai Paid m the course of a press statement, "to invite the people (d Bajkot 
to resume the self-chosen course of suffering for vindicating the liberty and bsv^ 
Bajkot and the Thakore Sahib from utter ruin. It is best to anticipate and proviae 
Ibr wPfii. "Honour demanded”, wrote Girndhiji in a recent issue of the "Hanjsn . 

the pemde ^cmld fi^t unto death fo the restoration oftoeooven^* 
betoreen tha ThahtoO Sahib and his people. The struggle now ii not be^m^ 
nOv and Un in wdto it Is between the Oewii^ an d t^j^ 

Qovemmettt by tiie Bendbat who is leportod to he laaovtiag ^ 



^11:14 JAjr. *39 ]THE WORKING COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS 


oommunal splitB,' I we that his^ U lepeating haelf and^lle*^wer that lebB^ 

romenUng trouble and diwenrion witWn,**^^ 
to dr^ on its witence means of these dissensions. If the people know mw 
to work tile non-violrat technique, the powers that are acting in tiST ^ 

be confound^ and ^e people wiU use victorious.” ^ anner wui 


the Riuot, but of me ^visers of the ; tomorrow they will share' Power 

with .the p^le becahse. the? are of tiie people. But I really do not MievfSS 
there IS rgl Muslim opposition m Rajkot. ^ enjoyed"^ the best i^ati^s 

wlth^e fimduB. I know this from personal experience myself. During the three 
montlm biirf but brtilumt stmg^e there was no dissension between the Hindus 
and the Muslims m Rajkot. Though many Muslims did not court imprisonmmik 
the Muslims as a community remained at the back of the agitation.” ^ 

^0 struggle has commenced and with it the usual repression.* Mrs. EasturbM 
Gandhi .and Miss Mndulaben proceeded to Rajkot for participation in the stnunrle. 
They were arrested on their arrival in Rajkot 


Wnting . on Ra]kot in a recent issue of the “Harijian”, Gandhiji asks what the 
duty of the Congress is when the people of Rajkot have to face not the ruler and 
his tiny police but the disciplined hordes of the British Empire. 

“The first and natural step”, says he, “is for the Congress ministry to make 
themselves responsible for tlie safety and honour of the pe9ple of Rajkot It is 
true that the Government of India Act gives the ministers no power over the 
States. But they are governors of a mighty province in which Rajkot is but a 
speck. As such they have rights and duties outside the Government of India Act 
And these are much the most important Supposing that the ]^jkot became the 
place of refuge for all the gundas that India could produce, supposing further that 
trum there they canied on operations throughout India, the ministers would 
clearly have the ri^ht and it would be their duty to ask the Paramount Power 
through the British Representative in Bombay to set things right in Rajkot. And 
it will be the duty of the Paramount Power to do so or to lose the ministers. 
Eveiy minister in his province is affected by everything that happens in territories 
witlun his geographical limit though outside his legal jurisdiction, espxially if 
that thing hurts his sense of decency. Responsible government in those parts may 
not be the ministers’ concern, but if there is plague in those parts or butchery 
oing on, it is very much their concern ; or else their rule is a sham add a delusion. 
Thus the ministers in Orissa may not sit comfortably in their chairs, if .^ey do 
not succeed in sending 26,000 refugees of Talcher to their home with an absolute 
assurance of safety and freedom of speech and social and political intercourse. It 
is insufferable that the Congress, which is today in alliance witli the British 
Government, should be treated as an enemy and an outsider in the States which 
are vassals of the British. 

“This wanton breach, instigated by the British Resident in Rajkot, of the 
charter of the liberty of its people is a wrong which must be set right at the 
earliest possible moment. It is like a poison corroding the whole body. Will H £. 
the Viceroy realize the significance of Rajkot and remove the pdison ?” 


Jaipur 

The Jaipur Administration issued an order on Dec. 16 prohibiting the ratry 
into the State of Shri Jamnalal Bajaj, a member of the Congress Working 
Committee and a native bom subject of the State. Shri Bajaj was prc^seding to 
Jaipur tc tour the famine stricken areas of the State and administer rdicf and also 
to attend a meeting of the States People Committee.. The State authorities however 
scented grave danger to the peace and tranquillity of the State in these innocent 
activities of Shri Jamnalal Bajai and therefore ordered him not to enter the State. 
To avoid precipitating a crisis Bhri Jamnalal did not defty the order and returned. 
He. however, sent a letter to the Council ci the State asking for an aplanation of 
JhiB uncalled for move against him. He also intimated that unl^s the ban was 
hfted he would be compelled to defy the order and launch a.ciril 
campaign in the State. The Jaipur administration ft whwe head is a Mtii*« 
WBwered Jamnaklii by banning the Jaipur Praja Man^ itsdf. »rl Btia] was 
4eclar^ an oateiw m the wrier by the fordgn Fnme Minister, it was. 



319 rm INKAN NAHOHAL 0OHOBES8 { mJMtWi-- 

ocmMiiiNiUy fovgottea Hmt aoI long igo An good offieei of Shri jTiumiiikl wore 
iiied lor biingiiig obont imneilfaitioa boman Jaipur and- ita lendatory. Silcar. 

Qaiidlii]i, in tha obarae of Ida wrltlagl in t)ie ^Harijan”, drawa alte^on to the 
meanlitf and (dgnifloanoe of the oiMa omiqpiiig in Jidnnr aa also in Ba}kot, 
the aotm of Jaipur authoiitiea pradpitataa a nrat elaaa crlaia, it ia Impoauble for 
the Indian Nati<mal Oongxesa and therefm all Indio, to atand by and look on 
with indifibrenoe whilst Jamnalalli, for no ofi^ce whataoevw, ia impriBoaed and 
members of the Fraja Handal are dealt with likewise. The Oongress will be 
nefi^e^g its du^ if, having poweSr it Ihrank from using it and allow the spirit 
of the pooplo of Jaipur to be crushed for want of support from the Congress. This 
is the sense in whi<m I have said that the example ox Jupur, or say Eaikot, mi^t 
eaidiy lead to an all-India 

*Tho policy of non-intervention by the Congress was, in my opinion, a perfect 
piece (d statesmanship when the people of the States were not awakened. Ihat policy 
would ^ be cowardice when there is sll-iound awakening among the people of the 
States land a determination to go throu||^ a long source of suffenns for the 
vindication of their just rights. If emee this is recognisecL the struggle for liberty, 
whenever it takes plac^ is the straggle for all India. Whenever the Congress 
thinks it can usefully intervene, it must intervene.** 

On February 1. Jamnalalli defied the prohibitory order. There was a lari^e 
crowd at the Itailway Station to accord him a public reception. On stopping 
out of the station Shri Jamnalal was driven in a car to Sawai Madhopur and 
informed that he would be released if he loft the Jaipur teiritory. On his declining 
to do so he was taken to Muttra and released there. 

A few days later he attempted re-entry into the Jaipur State. What followed 
is described in the following press statement issued by Gandhiji: 

**The following telephone report has been received about Seth Jamnalalji, who, 
when he was arrests for the second time, was accompanied by his son, secretary 
and servant. Seth Jamnalalji was detained at Ajmer road station, 50 miles from 
Jaipur and was kept in the dak bungalow there. Mr. Young went to Sethji in 
person and asked him to enter his car. Sethji declined, saying, **You wish to put 
me outside the border of Jaipur State. I wish to enter Jaipur. 1 will not accom- 
pany you.” Mr. Young thereupon said, ‘‘We are taking you to Jaipur.” “Come with 
us.” Sethji replied, “I cannot roly you on your word.’* Mr. Young then said, have 
orders, xou will have to come with us.” 

**8ethji asked to be shown the order but it appears that there was no order in 
Mr. Young’s possession. At length Mr. Young again told Sethji that he would be 
taken to Jfdpur. “If wc do not take you there you can have it printed in the 
newspaper that after promieing to take you to Jaipur wc took you elsewhere.” 
Sethji was not incUned to believe anything that was said to him. He said, “I 
will not accompany you willingly. You can take me by force if you so desire.” 
This conversation took nearly an hour. 

*Tn the end five men forcibly put BethU in a car and took liim away. In 
this process of using force Sethji was injareef on bis left check below the eye. 
Ue was taken to Alwar State. Sethji here said, *'You cannot act like this. You 
are not at lil>erty to deposit mo in another State. If you do so I will run a case 
against yon.” On tliis Mr. Young brought Sethji back again to Jaipur State. Hut 
we do not know his present whereabouts. 

“The only remark I have to offer is that this is barbarous behaviour. Sacred- 
ness of person, legal prociedure and liberty are thrown to the winds. That a Britisli 
Inspi^tor General of rolicc should resort to deception and then to personal injury 
to who was his prisoneV is what I call organised gooudaisin. But 1 know 

that nothing will break Jamnalal’s spirit. He will enter Jaipur either as a freeman 
or a prisoner.” 

Eaumelpatlon of *Halit’ 

Bardolol celebrated the Independence Day in a novel and striking maimer. 
In<fia has not achieved emancipation yet but Bardolol had a foretaste of it on 
Jannry 26th. About twenty thousand people called Dublas or Halls who 
led lives of semi-serfdom were, with the free and joyous consent of tMr 
eratwtto masters, fredd from a galling yoke and restored to man’s estate. ™ 
emancipation, bowevon was no sudden occurrence, a spontaneous and unprcmedimtca 
aet of generosity dil'llie of the masters. It was the outcome of a slow, Biiem 
ablation going on tot weli over a decade. The Ittend meaning (d Dublas is *weaK.> 
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Be bonbWB mo 

iient aflpicultun 
tibere is no work. 


end ' 


3iS 


smg unable to pa? bacl^ he works as his master’s perma- 

dsewhere when 

tic 18 tr^M with some cgnsideration bj his mjuter and his 


hrt 'riK«. conricteably and Sm c^TnSilS.ea't ^rb/"fflinla‘CT 
Tbf mastw. too on too otoer brad ^ fin.img Hali labour uboconomio. %ut toe 
social pr^Uge tMt the pobsession of a jpupie of Kalis gave to the master more 
countOT-balanced the ^onomic loss. There was in this state of affairs material 
clashes, strife and ill-will. But Uie educative propaganda carried on by 
'Gan^iwalas’ lor over a decade through night schools, spinning wheel and other such 
acUvititt prepared both the oppressor and the 0 )>])rcssed for a new, saner and luster 
order. In August 1038 bhn Vallabhbhai addrcssala Conference of the landed classes 
and api^od to them to end the serfdom of the Diiblas. A representative Committee 
with 18 aericulturists and four workers was appointed, Mearly 140 villages were 
represents and the Committee submitted an unanimous report making the following 
among other recommendations: 

(1) Every Kali to be emancipated in the sense that from 26th January 1939 
he earns a wage of 0-4-6 (for males) and 0-3-0 (Cor females) ; (2) every Kali 
who has worked on his master’s farm for twelve years or more is automatically 
free from all his debts to him; (3) such Kali as may have worked for less than 
twelve years to have credited to their account a twelfth of the debt for every year 
tlmt diey have worked; (4) an anna per day to be dcdiu^tcd from his wage until 
the debt is repai<l, nothing to be deducted from a woman’s wage; (5) everyone to 
be declared free from debt on cxpii 7 of 12 years, whctlicr the debt be paid or not; 
(6) every debt to expire with the debtor’s life; (7) a Dubla may engage himself 
on an annual wage of Us. 80, and Be. 15 may be deducted from his wage for repay- 
ment ot a debt due if any; (8) village panebs to be apiH>iutcd to settle all questions 
regarding debts. 

A mint meeting of Dublas and the landed classcB was held in Bardoli on the 
26th of January for the acceptance of these resolutions. The rc^lutions were carried 
unanimously. The meeting was addressd by Gandhiji and Bhri Vallabhbhai Patel 
who explained the implications of the resolutions solemnly taken. '‘The meaning of 
emancipation”, said Gandhiji, “is that the Halpati is free to choose his own field of 
labour. You nave entered into a sac'rcd pact which should make your relations 
with the landowner sweeter tlian before. You need not have the form on which you 
worked and the former for whom you worked. Only you will work voluntarily and 
cheerfully and he will work along8i<le of you. That you will be called Halpatis 
does not mean that the owner of the htnd will give up the Hal (plough, ^le 
ratoi you have fixed do not mean that the farmer will only pay 0-4-6 when 
there are a bumper crop and soaring pric(». The spirit of the resolution means that 
you will give them p. much higher wage. , , , . . 

“What you have done today you ought to have done in 1^1. Bui better late 
than never, and I am happy that you have at last done what ought to have been 
done. But this wage will not emancipate you really. Agricidture by iljclf .cannot 
support you all. That is why I have placed the spinning wheel before the country 
and am never tired of singing its praises. My faith in it grows witli the years, 
and I may tell you tliat if you will take up the spinning wheel in right earnest you 

^ too ago-long slavery of toe Dublas witoout any violent fijjht, 

tritoout generating any hatred or ill-will. This is how constructive work and hving 
■ympatoy work. 


The Presidentiel Election Controversy 
, In toia oonneetion it would be interesting to give a detuled account >f toe 
oontoovorsy hdd over the presidential election 

On ^ 17th. ol January Dr. Patiahhi Sitaramaya wrote to the 
BtonOM to me ti^t I have been nominated as a can<hdato for the 

h uSSSSkbS to to ^ of which he said toU he was 

40 
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informing the Congress Secretory that he was withdrawing his name. am 
unable,” said Maulana Asad, ^‘to endure the additional strain of the work and 
responsibility of the Congress Presidentship. And he concluded his statement 
with a rooomrocnduUon for Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramaya. Dr. Sitaramaya *^was about 
to withdraw his candidature under the imprcBsion tliat 1 would not withdraw my 
name: but 1 am glad to say that I have prevailed upon him not to do so.” Bo 
the position was that tlio doctor to whom it was news tliat he had been nominated 
as a caiulklate for tlie l^residcntshi]) and who begged leave to withdraw from the 
contest was prevailed upon not to witlidraw. 

The issue in the Presidential contest was tlic attitude towards the Federal 
scheme. Srijut Bose believed in the complete independence for India. For tlie 
Ifwt few months he liad been diligently urging upon his countrymen to declare 
that a compromise over the Federal scheme would bo suicidal foUv. It would 
mean the end of the idea of independence. The following is the text of the statement 
issued by Sj. Subhaa Bose on the 21 st January 

Si. Sttbhas Bose’s Statement 

“In view of the situation created by the withdrawal of RTaiilana Ahiil Kalam 
Azad and after reading tlic statement tliat he has issnctl, it is imv^crativc for me 
to say something on tlic snliject' of the im])cn(ling I’residcntial election, in 
dismissing tiiis question all sense of false lumlesty will have to be put aside, 
for the issue is not a iicrsonal one. The iirogrossivc sliarpcniiig of tlic aiiti- 
Imixirialist struggle in India has given birth to new ideas, ideologies, ]irol)lenis 
and programmes. Pooiilc arc conscniiciitly veering roiunl to the opinion that, ns 
in other free countries, Uic Presidential elei*tion in India should be fought on ilie 
basis of definite ]U‘oblcins and programmes so tliat the contest may help the 
clarification of issues and give a clear indication of tlie working of the inibltc 

mind An election contest in these clrcumstanccB may not bo an umlesirablc 

tiling. Up till now I have not received any suggestion or advice from a single 
ddegate asking me to withdraw from the contest. On the contrary, I have been 
nominated as a candidate from several provinces without my knowledge or consent 
and I have been receiving pressing requests from socialists as well as non -socialists 
in different parts of the 001111117 urging me not to retire. Over and above this 
there seems to be a general focliiig that I should be allowed to serve in office for 
another term. It is ]X)ssiblc that this impression of mine is not correct and that 
my rc-election is not desired by tbo majority of the delegates. But this could be 
verified only when voting takes jdacc on the 20 tk, January and not earlier. 

“As a worker iny position is perfectly clear. It is not for me to say in what 
capacity I should serve, lliat is a matter to be dccidal by my countrymen and 
in this particular case by my fellow delegates. But I have 110 right to decline to 
serve if and when I am ordered to a particular ]>laco. As matter of fact, I shall 
be falling in my duty if I shirk any responsibility which may be cast on me. In 
view of the increasing international tension and tho proB|iei’tivc fight over P^^era- 
tion, the new year will be a momentous one in our national history. Owing to 
this and other icasons, if my services in office arc dcmaniled by the majority of 
tho delegates wdfh what justification can I withdraw from the contest when the 
issue involvcil is not a I'lersonal one at all. If, however, as a result of the appeal 
made by eminent leaders like Maulana Azad, tho majority of the delegates vote 
against my re-election I shall loyally abide by their venliet and shall continue to 
serve ♦he Congress and the country as an ordinary soldier. In view of all these 
considerations 1 am coiistmineil to feel that I have no right to retire from the 
cDiitest. am therefore placing myself unreservedly m die hands of mv fellow 
delegates and I shall abide by th^*r decisions.” 

W. C. Members’ Statement 

In reply to this the following statement was issneti by ftardar Vallahhhhai 
Patel, Babu najendra Prasad, Mr, Jayaramdas Oonlatram, Mr. J. B. Krinulavi, 
Mr. Sankar Rao Dm and Mr.. Bhulabhai Dcaai, members of the Congress Working 
Committee on the January. 

“We hav3 road Subhaa Babu' a statement with the care it deserves. So far 
as we know, hitherto Presideniial elections have been unanimous. Bubhas Brtbu 
has set up a new preeedent, which he had a perfect right to do. The wisdom of 
the course adopted bjr Jitip can be known only by experience. We have grave 
doubts about it. We would have waited for a greater consolidation of the Congress 
lanks, greater tdocstioQ and gxealor reepect for one another'a oplnUme before 
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making the CongrcBB PrcBidcntitil election a matter of contest. We woiihl have gladly 
refrained from saying anything upon the statement. But we feel that we would 
bo neglecting our clear duty when we hold strong views about the fortheoming 
clocticm. It was a matter of deep sorrow to us that the Maulana Sahib felt cnll&l 
iiuon to withdraw from the contest. But when he had finally decided to withdraw, 
he hod advot‘atcd Dr. Pattiiblii’s election in consultation with some of us. Tins 
dcHUsion was taken with much dclil)eration. We feel that it is a sound policy 
to adhere to the rule of not rc-electiijg same President except under very 
c\’cci)tional circumstances. 

" “In his statement Subhas Bahu has mentioned his opposition to Fcdcratoi. 
This is imred by all members of die Working (k)mmittcc. It is the Congress 
ix)Ucy. ITc has also mentioned ideologies, policies aiul programmes. All this, 
ive f^l* I** I'clcvant to the consideration of the choice ot Congress 1‘rcsidcnt. 

The Congress iJolicy and i»rogrammc8 are not determined by its successive 
Presidents. If it were so, the Constitution would not limit the oflicc to one year. 
The i>olicy nnd programmos of the Congress, when they are not deterniined by the 
rnmresfl itsolf, are determined by the Working Committee. The iH)sition of die 
President id Uint of a chairman. More than this, die lYesident lopresenls an.', 
ivmboliscs ns under a ( oiistitutioiial monarchy, the unity and solidarity of the 
Katioii This position, therefore, has rightly been considered as one of very gveat 
Kur ami as such the Nation has sought to confer it on as many of its 
illustrious sons as would be iKissiblc by annual elct^tions. 

“The clcc-tion, as befits the dignity of this high ofiicc, has always been 
iininimons. Any controversy over the clcc*tion, even on the score of policies and 
id tlicroforc, to l-c dcpm-alcl. Wo belirve that i)r. Paltahhi ib qmto 
BuSl for the WBt of Uic l>rcBi(Ioi.t of Utc Coni?rcs8. 11c ib one o the oldcBt 
Wicrfl of the Workint; Committee and ho hfiB^n long and imbrokcn rword ot 
niiblio service to his credit. We, therefore, commend his name to Ac CoiijoesB 
I wM for election. We would uIbo ask hU eollcapcB to urge on biddiM llabii 
lo ™ii£r Ids «''d ““ow IWnbhi bitaramayya’s clcetioii to lie 

unanimous”. 

Mr. Bose’s Cottuter-statement 

In reply Mr. Bose issued the following statement on the same day 
U MIIIC on Ae \^Sig CommUlce b^^^^ as 

Kalam Azad Hnhib and rmS*and*other'lca£ *^The rrsi oiisibility for 

challenging Btatemcnt of my dislingiuslicd 

starting diis public members of the Woikiug Committee, 

collcagiics. 1« Vu organ W manner, 

one would not expect the Kardar Patel and' odicr leaders have 

because that would obviously ^ ’All-India Congress Working Comniitlec 

Dr. Pattabhi’B election was taken with or idea of ciAer 

my collcngucB on Ae Working sienatoricB had Sssiicd Ae statement 

Ai deliberation or the dwision. I wwh Ae s gnmonra uu 

not as members of Ae Working Committee, ghould 

"If Ac rrcsidcntinl clceUon is a statement of this 

be freedom of voting wiAout any moral is to be elected by Ao 

sort tantamount to moral cocretpn? If Ac iicsroiiii.. . .. „ _ 


delegates to vote as Aoy likoT ac ^ 

Aey like, there would not be the gvstem 

contest. Othentdro, why not end ^ deetove system 

nominated by Ae Working CommittpeT^^^^ fl,ou„ 

, "It is news to me Ant Acre is a rule ac If one traces Ao 

{^ected I’rcsidcnt excoirt umlcr Ac same peraon has 

ItMtory of Ac Congress one will find that in scterai case. 





M^njBNTiAL m 

Bvaw ratal’s 

» »Stt'<>^S^<S?>fctA*&S£ bST®' » >““> 

Wh^ Gandhm was in the Working ^mmi^ttoc, he used to uivc a 

’ SSSSl £S2fSiJ!’r™!^?®h *fc® V^®* .*“® PrcsidniUal chair/ bnt^ after 
arawol mm tiio Congress he has ems&\ io issue such Blatomenis. NovATtho. 


}uB witharaW io issue such Blatomenis. Ncvertlic- 

lesB. n^bew individually and collcctivdy have coiiBultcd him about the choice. 

h^ coiiBiiltationB >vith several members. Everyone of us had 
fdt Btlieh was the only i^ossible choice. But he could not be 

j dimng the week when tiic Working Committee was in session, 
Qandhiji appeal^ to the Maulana to allow himself to be nominated. But he was 
adamant. On Sunday, January 15, however, he came to Gandliiji early in the 
morning and tola him that it went against his giain to resist him and to our areat 
relief, he decided to stand for elocution. We knew at that time that J)r. ratiabhi 
had 'been nominn^l hy Bomc Andlira friends, and we knew loo tliat Biiblms Babu 
was nominated. Wo felt sure that both would witlulraw from the contest and that 
the Maulana Bahob would be unmumonsly elected. 

“At an informal coiisullatioii at Bardoli at one stage or the oilier of which 
Maulana ^ Abid Kalam As.n<l, Bit. Jawaliarlal Nehru, Babii Bajcndra I’rasad, Bjl. 
Bhulabliai Desoi, Acharya Kripafani, Mahatma (iaiidhi and myself were ]trescjit iiot 
by design but by awulciit, it was agreed tliat if ]>cr chance the Maulana rcmaincHl 
adamant in hin rcsistencc, ac'^cording to the CoiiBlitution, Dr. rattablii was the only 
choice loft, flince we were clearly of the 0 ]>iiiion that it was unnecessary to rc-clcct 
BubhoB Babu. In our minds there was never any question of lacfiist or Rightist. 

**Let it bo noted ^hat Bubhas Babu knows that the ]wo(‘CHlnrc ado})tcd for his 
own election last yeiir was precisely the same as that whi<rli is being adojitcd now. 
Only at that time wo had no diiriculby in persuading other Candidates to withdraw. 

“To resume the Uircad, though Maulana Balicb had consented, on reaching 
Bombay his mind again became aisturlied and as he thought lie could not shoulder 
the burden of the high oiru^c, he rushed back to (landhiji to ask him to relieve him. 
Gandhiji (lid not fool like pn^ssiiig the Maulana any furtlicr. What ]ia])pencd after, 
the country know'S. It pains me to find that Biiblias Babu im))ules motives to tlio 
signatories and the majority of the Working Committee. J can only say that I know 
of no member who wants the Fcdcnition of tlie (lovcnimcnt of India Act. 
And after all, no single member, not even the IVcsident for the time being of Uic 
CongrcBB, can de- cide on such big issues. It is the Congress alone tliat enii decide 
and, therefore, tlic Working Coinmiltcc collectively, when tlic Congress is not in 
session. And even the Working Committee has no j-ower to dei-art from iJic letter or 
Bpirit of the dendarod iiolicy of the Congress. 1 >yholly disscjit from tlie view tliat 
the Trerideut of tlie CoiigrcBs 1ms any jiowcrB of initialing j^olicies save by consent 
of the Working Committee. Moi-c than once the Working Committee has asscrUri 
itself in the teeth of opposition of I’rcsidciits, wdio, be it said to tlicir 
credit, have always bowcil to the will of Uic Working Committee. All colleagues 
not being in J^nloli and the time being short, I have taken the libmty of 
answering Bubhas Babuls statement without reference to my collcagiies, who are 

free to give their own opinion. , , , x i- xi. i* 

“!^r me, os for tliose witli whom I have been able to discuss the question, the 
ttatter is not one of persons and principles, nor of Ijcftists and Rightists. Ihe role 
consideratton is what is in the best interest of tlie country. J hose who have sjioken 
had, in my opinion, a perfect right to guide the delegates. 1 receive almost daily 
yires or letters from ddogates for guidanijc anil I 

be reodving them. In the circumstances, the nght becomes «at the 

^idance having been given, it is soldy for the delt^gatcs to cxeicise their votes in 
the manner they tidnk tot.” 

Mr. Sarat Bose*! SUtement 

. In a atatmnent issued on the 25th. January on the subject of the ProBitotial 
ilection, Mr. Borat Chandra Boae^ member, Congress Working Committee, said . 

v ‘.‘The statement which seven of my collco^es on the ^ 

^®J|j|ned oh subject of the election of 

WRitiss ooe^pjiinv !^b®«ak my relicmice. As that statement has been given m® 
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widoBt publicity, I feel it is my duty as a member of the Working Committee to 
give emr expression to the view I hold ftnd not to allow any sense ot delicacy to 
stand in my way. I had no intimation until yesterday (January 24) morning 
that any of my colleagues propose to issue such a statement. My first reaction to 
sudi an intimation was that no member of the Working Committee should take 
sides in a contest between colleagues. I felt also that statements by members of the 
Working Committee on that subject would accentuate ditrerences between the two 
Wings* of the Congress. I entirely agree with Bardar Patel and the other signatories 
to that statement that greater consolidation of the Congress ranks, gi'cater toleration 
and greater respect for one another’s o]>iuions are necessary. And it is becansc I 
feel that that statement offends against what they themselves have said about the 
necessity for greater consolidation of Cbngiess ranks, greater toleration and greater 
respect for one another’s opinions tlmt 1 consider it extremely unfortunate. 

’’Election to t|ie Fresidentiul chair of tlic Congress is a matter to be decided 
by dele^tes drawn from all over India and I feci more than ever convinced that 
nothing should be said or done by members of the Working Committee which might 
interfere in the slightest 'degree with tlic exercise by the delegates of their choice 
in a free and unfettered manner. , If some members of the Working Committee deli- 
bmte in secret and then publish the result of their deliberations witli a Bi)ccific recom- 
mendation in favour of a paiMicular candidate, the system of clecttion would be 
reduced to a mere formality. It is obvious that rnwh a rceommendation really 
amounts to a m.andate which is meant to be obeyed. To my mind members of fJic 
Working Committee owe to themselves and to tlic public not to be parties to any- 
thing which might smack even remotely of an authoritari<vn edict. T would conclude 
this statement by releasing to the press coincs of the tclcgraras which have passed 
between Sardar ratcl and myself on the subject.” 

Sardar-Savat Bose Correspondence. 


The following telegrams were exchanged between Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose and 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patei ; 


Telegram from Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel to Mr. Sarat Chandra Bobo (dated Jnn. 
23) : “Feel Siibhas Balm’s statement on PrcBidcntial election needs coimter-statc- 
ment from members of Working Committee, who feel re-election this year imnecoB- 
sary. Brief statement ready, it says re-elcc*tion shall be only on exceptional cir- 
cumstances. No such at present for re-election of Bubhas Babu. It rebuts Subhas 
Babu’s contention about Federation, etc. an<l says programmes and policies arc fixed 
not by President but by Congress or Working C/ommittee. CJounter-statemcnt 
commends Dr. Pattabhi for election ami anneals ta Subhas Babu not to divide 
Congressmen on Presidential election. Vallabhbhai”. 

In reply to the alx)vc, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose wired to Sardar Patel on Jan. 
24 : “Reived telegram this morning. Head Maulana’s and Siibhas’s statements 
during ioumey to Sylhet. In my view setting up of Dr. Pattabhi after Maulana’s 
withdrawal undesiraDle. Coming year more critical and exceptional from every 
viewpoint than 1937. Strongly fed no member of the Working Committee should 
take MdcB in contest between colleagues. Your proposed statement would 
accentuate dissensions between Bight and Left Wings, which should be avoided. I)r. 
Pattabhi will not inspire country’s confidence in coming fight. Please do 
not divide Congress. Sarat Bose”. 


The same day, the SardaK: wired back to Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose as follows : 
*'ATyimiate your telegram. Nothing but sense of duty compels issue of statement 
Dimtfwce is not between persons but principles. If contest is inevitable, it will 
iaWi niace without bitterness and imputation of motives. Be-dection is held to be 
hamhlto country’s cause. Vallabhbhai”. 

On January 25, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose wired to Sardar Patel : “Beceived 
tdearam last night. Morning papers published statement by you and six members 
of W(»king Committee. ProixxBc releasi^ to Press this evening copies of tdegrams 

: ’’Certainly no objeetion to publication. Vallsbhbhai.” 


On the 2e(h. 


JiuiUAry, the Cemgress President, Mr. 8uhha$ Ohandra 


eitMtiiuqryft tad Budat 
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« ^ controverey by the Btatemento 

of Dr. Patw^hi and Sardar Patel. The former Bays that there has been 
a unaminoiiB desire among the people of South India in general and of Andhra in 
parti^lar that the^ixcxt iTCBident should be an Andhraite. It is cUHicult to believe 
that CongreBsmcn in any part of India tlunk in terms of provincialism. Moreover 
I have before me at the present moment telegrams from Andhra. Desa, voluntarily 
assuring me of support. And so far os Tamil Nadu is concerned, friends there are 
among those who are most insistent that J should not withdraw from the^contest. 


^Sardar PateVa statement contadns a rather damaji;ing confession. He says that 
some members of the Working Committee held an important consultation among 
thcmselyes and came to a certain decision. Is it not surprising that neither the 
President nor the other members of the Working Committee knew anything of this ? 
It is clear tliat he wants a President, who will be a mere figurehead and a tool in 
the hands of other members of the Working Committee. The above confession also 
confirms the general impression that the Working Committee is really contixiUcd 
by a group within it and that the other members are there on sufTerance. 

**Though the Congress resolution on Federation is one of uncompromising 
hostility, Uic fact remains that some influential Congress leaders have been adviKiating 
the conditional acccptain c of the Federation Scheme in private and in luiblic. Up 
till now, there has not been tlic slightest desire on tlic part of the Rightist leaders 
to condemn such activities. It is no use shutting one’s e^es to tlio I'cality of the 
situation. Can anybody challenge tlic fa(d that the belief is widely held that during 
the coining year, a comjnomisc will be clfcc'tcd between tlie British Government and 
tiic Right wing of the Congress ? This iminession may be entirely erroneous, but 
it is there all the same and nobody can deny its existence.' 

“Not only that. It is also generally believed that the prosiMSctivc list of 
Ministci's for tlic Fctlcration Cabinet has been already drawn up. In the circum- 
stances, it is but natural tliat the Ijcft or Radical bloc in tlic Congress should feel 
so strongly ou the question of the Federation ^ Behemo and should desire to have 
a genuine anti-Fedcralionist in the rrcsulcntinl chair. The determination of the 
Congress High Command to have a Rightist in the Chair at any cost has only 
served to make the Radical elements feel more suspicious. 

“The whole trouble has arisen because of the attitude of the Bight wing to- 
wards the Presidential election. Even at this long hour, if they accept an anti- 
Fedorationist I’rcsidcnt, they can end this controversy at once and thereby avert 
dissensions wdtliin the Congress. , , 

“SjKJnkiiig for mysclt I have, already announced in public that tlie real issue 
is that of Federation. If a goiiiiine aiiti-Fcderationist is accepted as the President 
I shall gladly retire in his favour. This ofler, publicly aimouuced, will stand 
till the eve of the election.” 


Mr. Bose Re-elected PreBident 

On the 29th. January Mr. Suhhaa Chandra Bose wae rc-elcctol Prwident 
of the Indian National Congress by a majority of 203 votes. The final figures 
were : Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, 1,580. Dr. Pattabbi Bitaramayya, 1,377. 


The following gives the voting figures Province by Province : 


Tamil Nadu 
Orissa (Utkal) 
Burma 
Gujarat 
Punjab 

Bcrar (Vidarbha) 
Kerala 
Bengal 
Andhra 

United Provinces 

Delhi 

Bihar 

Maharastra 


^mer Merwara 

rfahakoBhal 

Kamatak 


Dr. Pattabhi 
102 

99 
6 

100 
8tt 
21 
18 
79 

181 
185 
5 
197 
86 


41 


Mr. Subhas Bose 
110 
44 
8 
5 

80 
404 
28 
269 
10 
70 

77 ' 

84 
20 
67 
106 
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Tlie Mutatwa on Bose*s Ro-oleellon 

On Uie Sln^. Jiuinary AfaAafma Gandhi isBiicd Uic fdlowing Biatcmeiit on the 
eloctioii of Idr. Bubhias Bobo to tlio l^sidciitahii) of tlic Congress 

Mr. Suphas Boae has ochievod a docisive victory over his opponent, Dr. rntta- 
bhi Bitaramoyya- I must confess that, from the very beginning, 1 was decidedly 
ngjamsi his i«4lection for reasons into which I need not go. I do not subscribo 
to his facts IX the arguments in his manifestoes. 1 think that his references to 
Ids colleagues were unjustified and unworthy. Nevertheless, I am glad of his 
victory. And since I W'as instrumental in inducing Dr. Pattabhi not to withdraw 
his name as a candidate when the Maulana Baheb withdrew, the defeat is more 
mine than 1^ And 1 am notliing if 1 do not represent definite principles 
and policy. Therefore, it is ]dain to me that the delegates do not approve of 
the principles aud ixilicy for which I stand. I rejoice in this defeat. 

'^It gives me an opportunity of putting into practice, whiit 1 preached in 
my ardclc on the walk-out of a minority at the last A. I. 0. 0. meeting in 
Duhi. Bubhas Bnbu, instead of being rresident on Uie snfforaiicc of Uiose whom 
ho calls Bightists, is now I'rcsidont clo(*tcd in a coiilcstcd election. I’his enables 
him to choose a homogeneous Cabinet and cnfQrce liis programme without let or 
hindrance. 

**Thoro is one thing common between the majority and the minority, namely, 
insistence on Uic internal ])urity of tJic Congress organisation. My writing in tlic 
Harijan have shown that tlic Congress is fast becoming a corrupt organisation, in 
the sense that its registers contain a very large number of bogus inembers. 1 have 
been suggesting for the past many montlis the overliauling of tlicsc registers. 1 
have no doubt that many of tlie delegates who have been olecied on tlic strength of 
these bogus voters would be uiiscatod on scrutiny. But I suggest no such drastic 
step. It will be enough if the registers arc purged of all bogus voters and oi-e 
fool-proof for tlic future. 

'The minority has no cause for being disheartened. If they believe in the cur- 
rent programme ot the Congress, they will find that it can be worked, whether they 
are in a minority or a majority, and even whcthiur they arc in tlie Congress or out- 
side it. The only tiling that may iKissibiy be affected by tlio changes is Uie porlia- 
mentaiy proiaammc. 

*The Ministers have been chosen and the programme shaped by the erstwhile 
majority. But iiarliiunciitary work is but a minor item of the Congress programme. 
OoogresB Miuisters have after all ,to live from day to day. It matters little to them whe- 
&er they are recalled on an issue in which they ore in agreement with the Congress 
policy, or whether they resign because they are in disagreement with the Congress. 

‘‘After all, Subhae Babu is not an enemy of his country, lie has Buffered for 
it. In his opinion, his is the most forward and boldest policy and programme. 
The minority can only wish it all success. If they cannot keq) pace with it, they 
must come out of the Congress. If they can, they will add strength to the majority. 
The minority may not obstruct on any accoimt. They must abstain, when they 
cannot oo-operidc. 1 must remind all Congressmen that tliosc who being Congress- 
minded, remdn outside it bv design, represent it most. Those, therefore, who feci 
uncc^orU^le in being in the Congress, may come out, not in a spirit of Bl-will, 
bat with the ddiberate purpose of rendering more effective service.” 

What followed next is given in the words of 8}. SubhaB Bobb in the course of 
his Flrendenti^ Address 

“......Hie dection was foilowod by sensational developments, culminating in 

the TfpifTMrflA" of twelve out of.fiftoon members of the Working Committee hewled 
by Sirair Fktel, llavlana Abul Halam Azsd ami Mr. Bajendra Prasad. Another 
dtttingiiidied nut einiii^ member of the Working Committee, Pandit Nehru, 
HbBim he did not lometly resign, issued a statement which led everybody to be- 
Ueve that he lud alici im lg n A Pn the m of the Tripuri Congress, m events at 
Brnwl Iqteed Mahatmit un de rt ake a vow oi fast unto dmh. And then 

thit Preddent arrived it 
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. Two hundroJ thwi^d per^g ajtodod die fifty-second s^ion of die Indian 
National Oongioss whi<^ omaied at C-30 p.m. on tbe tOth. Mardi 1989 in ito Vast 
amphitheatre in Vishnudntt Nagar, Tripigd is the Central Provinces. 

ilie wooded hill-side, rising ^ind %e < efiders* dais, .was mottled with thou- 
sands of men and women who had giahered there to watch the Congress session. 
The gcmtle slope from the hill towards the river Neibudda made it an ideal site for 
a poutiew congregatum. A colossal statue of “The Awakened Peasant,” carrying on 
his should^ a plough, was erected on one side of the rostrum facing the auiUence. 
On Ae right was the leaders* dais, standing twenty feet above the gioimd level. On 
the dais were seuM the leaders who had resigned from the Working Committee and 
other prominent Congressmen. 

The gathering cheered warmly as Pandit Ndhrr escorted the members of the 
j^ptian Delegation to the dais, and seated them by the side of Khan Abdul Gafar 
Khan and JfaufaMa Abul Kalam Azad. 

The vast area of the amphith^tre was divided into different encloBares, with 
men and women volunteers standing giuird. The two gates opening into the Amphi- 
theatre were tastefully decorated and stood out promiuently against the background 
of the noen hills beyond. 

\^en Seth Govindaa announced that the “Bande Mataram*’ would be sung, the 
audience, numbering over two lakhs, stood up in pin-drop silence, ^en the people 
perched on the jutting rocks did so, as the strains of the “Boude Mataram*’, sung in 
chorus by six young girls, rose up. 

After Seth Govindas had read his welcome address, he announced that, owing to 
illness, the President was not able to attend the opening session. He also announo^ 
that, in the absence of the President, Maulana Abul Kalam Azadf the seniormost 
ex-President of the Congress, would take choir. 


Maulana Azad said that Mr. Bose’s condition before he left Calcutta was not 
such as could have enabled him to undertake the journey, but ho came to Tripuri 
against the doctors’ advice. They had all hoped tliat his condition would improVe 
Bufliciently to enable him to attend the open session, but it was not the case. Mr. 
Bose's doctors had advised him against attending the scsion to-day. To their 
r^rct, therefore, Uioy had to conduet the proceedings without tbe President. 
Maulana Azad then called upon Acharya Narendra Deo to read the Hindustani 
version of the Presidential Address. The English address was read out by Mr. 
Sarat Chandra Bose. 

Egyptian Delegation Welcomed 

Pandit Jawaharlal was greeted with prolonged cheers when he rose up to thank 
the Egyptian delegation. The Pandit said that the delegation was there to-day 
to fulfil a long-standing promise. They had brought a message of hope to the pmple of 
India. “I hojn;,” Pandit Nehru siud, *‘we will be able to send through the delegates 
a similar message to i^ypt. The Egyptian struggle is part of our own struggle, m 
they are fighting the same enemy as ourselves, namely, British Imperialism. It is 
true fiiat conditions in India are different, but yet we can benefit from each other’s 
experiences. Thcr^ore, it is a peculiar pleasure for us to meet them heie to-night. 
But our groat regret is that their great leader, Nahas Pashai was unable to a^omi>any 
the delegation. When I was in Egypt he had expressed his c^ern^s to visit India, 
and I have no doubt that, when he is in a position to do so, he will visit India • 


Delegation Leader’s Reply 

Uahmood Bey, T of the Dd^ation, emph^sod in Uw course (rf repl; 


need Ua unity, and said that . 
therefore, suggest^ that India shoi 


became victorious because of unity anS, 
iso adopt measures for such unity. 

"It waa the ardent denre of our Leader and rrreidrot ^ & e Waf^t 
^bammad Nahas Padia to attend tliis of your ^»hond 

tent political clrcuiustiuicea and constitutional lesues unfortnnatdy iS?!? 

from rttendinis the oSj^Vin pereon. With iunnenae. pleaenre. 1 yjmy 
Koea HO in y w ^ noWe wiasion of attoding your Cmtpm Will only 
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be eauidled by the great honour of bringing to the imple of India, 6n behalf of the 
people of Egypti most cordial and fraternal greetings and best ivishes for this 
glorious country. (Loud cheers and applause). 

**Ladies and gentlemen, the visit we pay you, in response to your kind in- 
vitation, evokes in our hearts the deepest feelings, and brings back o our minds 
numerous characteristics common to our two countries, and the different aspects 
that link us together. Is it not a fact that religions and philosophies sprang from 
the &ist and combine us together ? The East has been the birth-place of r(3igions 
which preach co-operation and peace, religions that set the ideals for a powerful 
life among all people and seek the welfare and happiness of all. 

It was therefore no wonder, ho continued, that the fedings of the people in 
both countries were similar, and it was no wonder that there was resemblance in 
leadershm and movements and in the methods of struggle between the two coun- 
tries. *Tt was in the year 1918 ”, he contiaued, *‘that our leader Zaghlul Pasha 
shook imperialism in Egypt and at alK)ut the same time, the far-sight^ leadership 
of Mahatma Gandhi began to break the chains of imperialism in India. These 
leaders and their colleagues, with great patience and lyersistance, have fought for the 
past BO many years. Zaghlul Pasha’ fell in ihe battle-field, an old and sick man 
who had withstood hardsliips. Indeed ho was a brave commander. Nahas Pasha, 
our present loader, carried aloft the banner of Zsiglilul. Deiciition, exile, persecution 
and threats have never deterred him from his oltjectivc, and he iin..lly succeeded. 
His farsighted leadership has led ItIgyiJt from victory to victory, winning for her the 
Treaty oi Inde})endcnce and Aliiance signed in August 1936 , and the Treaty 
Abolishing Capitulations sigtici in Montreal in May 19^. 

*^Ladic8 and Gentlemen, the decisive element in the success of Egypt was 
unity. No people fighting for tlicir liberty can afford to ho disunited. We were a 
nation of Mjslims and Christians, but Zaghlul forged us into a nation of Egvptians. 
{Loud cheers and applause.) It is our unity and leadership that secur^ for us 
independence and liberty. 

*^Ladies and gentlemen, the present visit, I hope, will inaugurate a new era in 
the relations of Egypt and India, and as Mahatma Gandhi has said in his telegram, 
the visit will afford an insoluble bond tetween India and Egypt. Nothing will be 
more welcome to the Egyptian nation and to our I^ciidcr, Nahas Pasha, than to 
receive a Delegation of the Congress to the Wafd Congress which will meet in 
April next, 1 hope that tliis exchange of visits will inaugurate a new era in the 
relations between the nations of the iCast. 

"Before concluding, I would like to express our great admiration at the sight 
of such huge multitudes of people coming from r.ll ))arts of your immense country 
and representing hundreds of millions of different religions and cultures working 
hand in hand for the peat cause of India and our hope that just like in Egypt, 
where Arabs and Cnristians merged together and fought against ImperiaHsm, in 
India also the people will merge together and fight for independence.” 

The Welcome Addreti 

The following are extracts from the Welcome Address delivered by Sj. Seth 
O&vindaa, the Chairman of the lloception Committee 

It was during the Nap>ur Congress in 1920 that the Congress Provinces were 
conajitated on a linjguistic basis. A separate province was formed out of the Hindu- 
BtaifPspeaking distnets and named Hindustani C. P. Its ancient name ‘Mahakoshar 
was revived during the Satyagraha movement of 1930 , and subsequently it was 
approved by the Congress. In its loyal tv to the Congress, Mahakoshal claims a 
foremost place. Its political history of the last 18 years can well justify this claim. 
Hie people of this province gave a ready rcmxinBc to the Non-Co-operation and me 
Civil Disobedimoe movpments. The Flag gatyagraha which ultimately succeedm 
in Nagpur WM started at Jubbulpore. The Forest Batyagniha was started at the 
of our foovinoe. 

Even in the parlhsmentary sphere it has no mean achievement to its credit* 
Daring the 1923 cMdiiob. the Swaraj party secured majorities only in Ben^ ^d the 
Oentru Pzovinees. Benc^^ broke down after some time, but 

province, no Ifinistrf be formed lor full three years. In the election of 19^^ 
while the other distnets of G. P. and Berar were carried away by Ihe wave 
Be^Kmrivism, Mahakoihal still kept the Congress flying high. The lavun 
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!»»*•“ bestowrf np<m ^ahAodial by the late Pandit Motilel Neliia after ^ 
electone .will, for ever, remain a matter of pride to na. If^ MaSaea^ 

parts of C. Pa and Berary one will find that Mohakoshal leads all other provinceSe 

There ia only one reason for our aucoesa. The people of thia provinoe have 
^er given cvm a moment’a thought to any organiaa^n other than Sh 
Whenever an election fight enanei was alwan directiy between the 
on one aide .and ^e aporogiato ^ th« Britiah rule on the other. The HindusS^ 
toe l^IwnBivirtPMty the AmbedkarPwty. ete., never found a congenial SnS 
Mahakoshal. The Muslim league came into existrace in our province only last year* 
Wo always to remember that on the eve of ^e Simon Commission’s visit to 

India me landholders of Mahakoshal convened a meeting and passed a unanimous 
resolution to boycott the unwanted Commission. All provinces of India have vied 
wito one anotoei in offering sacrifices for the freedom of the country. All that we 
claim 18 that whatever our shortcomings in other directions, the province of Maha« 
koshal, to which you have allowed the privilege of welcoming you to-day, has not 
been found wanting in its devotion to the Congress. 


After the example of the Chairman of the Haripura Congress Reception 
Committee. I had decided to wind up my speech here. The situation which has 
developed in the country during the past few weeks as also the international situation 
however, compel me to add a few words. I'he world is passing through a crisis. 
Small or big wars have been going on in Europe and Asia, and any day a world war 
might break out. Even if Indie so desires, she cannot keep wholly aloof. In orto 
to decide our attitude towards any such war, we shall have to gauge the position of 
England and France on one side, of Germany and Italy on the other and of 
America and Japan on the third. After the conquest of Abyssinia by Italy, it is only 
the Arabian Sea tliat separates us from the new Italian Empire. Again, bo^ Italy 
and Germany having obtained footholds in Spain, the Mediterranean route is no 
longer as open to England as it had been in the past. Whenever a war b 4 .‘cakB out, 
ou" armies are speedily sent out to Europe. In ease of an invasion from outside, 
India will have no means of defence left to her. 


We are now threatened with foreign invasions not only from tlie West but also 
from the East. The rising ]xiwcr of Jai>nn is ns much a menace to us now as some 
Western nations had been in the past. Japan kept aloof during the last war, br^this 
time her attitude seems to have enanged. A section of the American press has gone 
even to the extent of asserting that Czechoslovakia was sacrificed at Munich solely 
on account of the fear of Jai)nn. It is rumoured tliat secret reports from British 
Bines stationed in the Far East stated that as soon as England would declare war 
against Germany over the Czcclioslovakinn issue, Ja]>an would invade Australia and 
tliat it was on ’-eccipt of these rc])orts that Mr. Chamberlain hurriedly made up his 
mind to see Hitler and sacrifice Czechoslovakia. The Mediterranean Bea has almost 
become an “Italian Lake.” The only hoiie of protecting British iiosscssions in the 
Far East lies in America’s siding in any future war with England. At present all 
the efforts of England are directed towards inducing America to ioin the war. Erg- 
land desires that America should commit herself to lovcs’s labour of protecting^ the 
British Empire in die East. History rec'ords so far no such example of altruistic 
alliance in the world of politics. Hmall wonder that at the present moment public 
opinion in America is against any sacrifice on the^part of America in men and money 
for the protection of British possessions in the East. 

Under the circumstances, it is doubtful how for Britain will be able, to defend 
India. She will have to defend herself, and she cannot dp so until she has complete 
control over her army and her foreign policy. Thus, it is obvious that the ^piyblem 
of India’s self-defence can not be separated from the bigger question of her indepcn- 
dencc. It is said that Germany, Japan and.Itally^ determined upon 
they need land for their surplus populations. CJonsidered from this point or ^ew, 
India’s needs are even greater. Her population is growing ^ 

of other countries are being banged against her 
have settled in foreign lands for ^out a century ami with 
have made these countries fit for human habitation. E.cn 
men are not allowed to live in pejwse and on terms of 
clove trade in Zanzibar was solved 
acquir^ by the whites of any nationality but not 

may not be British subjects is immaterial* However, -our countrymen, who have 


Unri Ofn pmvs jem mi s*o §»j^ mpilioii^ Jhe M 
iwra yio ni^ to iwwaiMe iHfim mds. Bwand <»n am townito toe Wtk 
cK ijtoimwig to .<3eitto«nir, b«t aeiai^ Menwll jtewei^ to Ptotoet 

toe totonitii ^ £«r otn n^^eoto in Soito and Eaet A&ica. Cwt 4 ajit jm 
tiie Britim Government entered into n trade ag^reement on hehiuz of India 
iritii 8ouUi Africa against i^e oommardal interests of the country and without the 
ooilsint of the Oentrai Legislature. 7^ liinister lor Xntericnr in the Union of South 
Ali^ hinted only the other day at Icmdation for segrigating Indians zendihg in 
Natal and lyansvm. Even Ceylon. Fih and Malaya and firitidi Guiana contiuiioudy 
givO pin piMcB to our people settled ihoe. 

Last year I saw with my own eyes the pitiable condition of our people in 
Africa. It is there that we fully zealise the fact of our political bondage. Had we 
been independent, we would not have tolerated tJus condition even for a single day. 
1 coidd understand only after visiting A&ica why, after fip^ting for the rights of 
Indians overseas ^lor so many years, Mahatma Gandhi arrive at the conclusion ihat 
the question of Indian settlers is dependent for its solution upon the question of 
Indian independence. 

Thus, turn wherever we may, we find oorsolveB faced witii difficulties. At this 
{nnetoze what we need most is solid patriotism, political sagacity and sound leader- 
ship. What a pity that at this very critical hour in our history signs of internal 
stnfe should manifest themselves. We have begun to think of changing horses in 
midshresm. 

The Indian National Congress was founded for carryii.g on the struggle for 
freedom, and from time to time we have not hesitated to be guided by dictators. 
Even daring the periods intervening between various movements, we could not fully 
follow democratic principles. Even j^glanc^ known as the birth-place of democracy, 
aubstitutoB a coalition ministry, on the basis of dictatorship, in times of war. Our 
Cangress organization can be compared with the Fascist Party of Italy, . the Nazi 
Party of Germany and the Communist Party of Eussia, although they have embraced 
vioAence and we are wedded to the creed of non-violence. All the inhabitants of Italy 
are not Fascists, the entire German public is not Nazi, neither are all Eussians 
Communists ; yet almost all Italians, G-mans and Eussians have faith in their res- 
pective parties. Every Indian is not a four anna member of the Congress, yet all 
Indians are with the Congress. Mahatma Gandhi occupies the same position among 
Consressmen as that held by Mussol'Vi among Fascists, Hitler among Nazis and 
Btalin among Communists. 

The Congress as at present constituded, is the creation of Mahatma Gandhi. 
Its aims and objects and the means of attaining them, namely, truth and non- 
violence, have b^n -laid down by him. The various struggles for indo[ieudcnce initiat- 
ed during the past twenty years were started, carried on and terminated in acrcordance 
with his dictates. True, the Mahatma has no specific place assigned to him in the 
written constitution of the Congress, but he will deny that a practice has grown up 
to dect as the Congress President the person upon whom Mahatma Gandhi’s choice 
iUls and for tht President to nominate on his Working Committee mostly those 
Mpioved by Oandhiji. In brief, he has been all in all in the Congress. Pandit 
Jawaharlal Ndiru declared the other day in Europe that Gandhiji is even neater 
than the Congress. The President of this year was right when he said recently that 
it would be a tragedy if he got the confidence of others but failed to win the con- 
fidoice of the gx^test man of India. 


To-day we have assembled here under peculiar circumstances. Mahatmaji has 

■iia.1 4*1*0 f1**a mb no.*. T bIba 


this porition is conceded— and 1 have no reason to suspect otherwise—I make bold to 
aay'ttiat the issue before us is quite simple. A struggle against Federation is a fore- 
nme cdnclusloii. What remains foir decirion is the time and the manner of initiating 
toe campeign. 1 hope that the fijif^t will be a non-violent one. 


Mahatma Gandhi is the Acteya of non-violence and knows best tiie technique 
of noo-violent stm^;^ |t ll^ iiepef^ naturally expected that it should be left 
t6 the good old teacher to de^ imo and how the next fii^t should he started. 
As a Matter M^fi^ ^ etra^ ^ ^ ^j^ in progress* The Fedeiatiqh 
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CongreM to-day. 11 1 have corrccUy fbndwad 
President, I think bis desire is to extend the Congress regime 

®?”***'?i* Iw* »1^7 started the e^gRle^i Ii»Ban 
States. The^uiitry will be the gainer if, as I have stated above, the Oemgress 
enures contrtl over Ae remaining provinces and throws its full weight in the 
^ fight in Indim btates. I have not the least doubt that Mahatmaii 
wm himsmf gjye a new turn to &e struggle at tlie opportune moment, and what the 
President wants to-day will surc^ happMi to-morrow. 

I admire the enthusiasm of ^ose who are impatient to give a fight. In politics 
enwimiasxn alone, however, does not bring success ; confidence in the aeci-edit^ leader 
and di^iphne are essential. The strength gained by the counti 7 under tlic Icader- 
,P. , . tiandlii during the past twenty years is unprocedent-^ in oiir 

political history. Like a tried General several times he asked us to march fonvaid 
and when necessary he slowed down our pace, and at times cried halt. Under his 
miidance wc have not stumbled yet, and there is no reason why we should deviate 
from the path so far followed by us. 

The Presidential Address 


The following is the text of the Presidential Address of Sj. Subhaa Chandra 

Bose 

“Comrade Chairman, sister and brother delegates.— 

“1 thank you from the bottom of my heart for the great honour you have 
done me by re-clatting me to the Presidential Chair of the Imlian National 
Congress and also for the warm and cordial wtdeomc you have given me here 
at Tripuri. It is true tliat, at my request, you have had to dis]>cnse with some 
of the pomp that is usual on such occasions— lJut I feel that that cnforccil step 
has not taken away one iota of the warmth and cordiality of your reception 
and I hope that nobody will regret the curtailment of it on this oc^caaion. 

“Friends, before I proceed any further, I shall voice your feelings by ex- 
pressing OUT jov at the success of Mahatma Gandhi’s mission to llajkot and the 
termination of his fast in consequence thereof. The whole country now feds 
happy and tremendously relieved. 


“Friends, tliis year jiromises to be an abnormal or extraordinary one in 
many ways. The PrcHidcnlial election this time was not of a hi.mdnim type. 
The election was followed by sensational (lcvclo])nieuts, culminating in the resig- 
nation of twelve out of the fifteen menibers of the Working Ooraniittce, hcodd 
by Hardiir I’atcl,. Maulana Abul Kahim Azad and Mr. llajeudra I’rasad. Another 
distingiiishcd and eminent member of tlic Working Cominiltcc, Pandit Nehru, 
though he did not formally resign, issued a slalcmcnt wliich led everybody to 
Ixdieve that ho had also resigned. On the eve of the Tri]niri Congress, the events 
at llajkot forced Mahatma Gandlii to undertake a vow of a fast unto death. 
And then the President arrived at Tripuri a ''.ick man. It will, therefore, be 
in the fitness of things if tlic Presidential Address this year can claim to be a 
departure from precedent in the matter of its length. 


“Friends, you arc aware that the Wufdist delegation from Egypt have 
arrived in our midst as the guests of the Indian National Coiigrcss. You will 
join me ill according the most hearty ivclcomc to all of them. Wc arc extremely 
happy that they found it iiossiblc to accept our invitation and make the voyage 
to India. Wc are only sorry that political exigencies in Egypt ( id not permit 
the President of the Wafd, Mnswii>h.‘i Nadias Pasha, to personally lead this dele- 
gation. Having had the privilege of knowing personally the Ihcsident and the 
leading members of the Wafdist Party, my joy to-day is all the greater. Once 
again I offer them, on behalf of our countrymen, a mosi. hearty and cordial 

“Since wc met at Haripura in February 10‘18, several significant events have 

taken in the , intcnmtional ^Bi-hcrc The 


recent timea, the eiradiial collni'sc of the Kq'ublu'nn (lOjCTnmont in bpajn aecira 
to have ailAeil to the strength and prestige of haaciat Italy and haa. ^manj^ 
Sir^cidlSl democratic Vo%m, France and Great Bntam, have jomed Italy 
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and Germany in oonei^rinp to diminate Soviet Busaia from European pplidca 
for the time being. But now long will that be poenble ? And what have Prance 
and Great Britain gained by trying to humiliate Buesla. 

**Ihere ia no doubt that aa the reault of the recent international devdop- 
menta in Europe aa well aa in Aaia, Britiah and French imperialiam have recdved 
a oonriderable aetback in the matter of atrength and preatige. 

**Ooming to home politica, in view of my ill-health, 1 diall content myself with 
referring only to a few important problems. In the first place, 1 must give a clear 
and unequivocal expression to what 1 have been feeling for sometimes past, namely, 
that the time has come for us to raise the ijsue of Swaraj and submit our National 
Dmnand to the British Government in the form of an ultimatum. The time is long 
past when we could have adopted a passive attitude and waited for the Fedenu 
Bdieme to be imposed on us. The problem no longer is as to when the Federal 
Scheme will be forced down our throats. 

**The problem is as to what we should do if the Federal Scheme is conveniently 
ribdved for a few years till peace is stabilised in Europe. There is no doubt that 
once there is stable peace in Ehirope, whether through a Four-Power Pact or through 
some other means— Great Britain with adopt a strong Empire policy. The fact that 
she is now showing some signs of t^ng to conciliate the Arabs as against the 
Jews in Palestine is because she is feeling herself weak in the international sphere. 
In my opinion, therefore, we should submit our National Demand to the British 
Government in the form of an ultimatum and give a certain time-limit within 
which a reply is to be expected. If no reply is received within this period, or if an 
unsatisfactory reply is reedved, we shoola resort to such sanctions as we possess in 
order to enforce our National Demand. 

*^he sanction that we possess to-day is Mass Civil Disobedience or Batyagraha. 
And the British Government to-day are not in a position to face major conflict 
like an All-India Batyagraha for a long period. It grieves me to find that there are 
people in toe Congress who are so pessimistic as to think that the time is not ripe 
lor a major assault on British Imperialism. But looking at the situation in a 
thoroughly realistic manner, I do not see toe slightest ground for pessimism. With 
toe Congress in power in eight Provinces, tlie strength and prestige of our national 
organisation have gone up. Tlhe mass movement has made considerable headway 
throughout British India. And last but not least, there is an unprecedented 
awakening in toe Indian States. What more opportune moment could we find in 
our national history for a final advance in tlie direction of Swaraj particularly 
when toe intei-national situation is favourable to us 7 

'^Speaking as a cold-blooded realist, I may say that all the facts of toe 
present-day situation are so much to our advantage that one should entertain toe 
nighest degree of optimism. If only we sink our diflercnces, pool our resources and 
put our full weight in the national struggle, we can make our attack on British 
imperialism irresistible. 

**6hall we have the political forcttight to make the roost of our present favoura- 
ble position or shall we miss this opportunity, which is a rare opportunity in the 
life of a nation ?” 

*T have already referred to toe awakening in India and to toe awakening in toe 
Indian States. I am definitely of toe view that we should revise our attitude towards 
States as defined by toe Haripura Congress resolution. That resolution, as you 
are aware, put a. ban on certain forms of activity in the States being conducted in 
toe name ox Confess. Under that resolution neither Parliamcntai’y work nor 
the strug rie against toe work (7) should be carried on in the name of the Congress ; 
but since Aor^ura much has happ^cd. To-day we find that the Paramount Power 
is in league with State authorities in most places. In such circumstances, should 
we of toe C^gress not draw closer to toe people of toe States 7 

*1 have no doubt fo my mind as to what our duty is to-day. Besides lifting 
toe above bim, the work of guiding toe popular movement in the States for Civil 
libc^ and Beaponsible Government should be conducted by the Working Commit- 
iprtoeneive and systematic basis. The work so far done has been of a 


tee on' a compreheneive and systematic oasis. The work so far done has been ot a 
piece-xn^ nature, and there has hardly been any system or plan behind it. But toe 
lime has come when toe Working Coinmittee should assume this responsibility and 
disdhfurge it in a comprtoeoib^ systematic way and, if necessary, appoint a 
•pecial Bub-Committee to toe pumae. The fullest use should be made of the 
guidance and co-operation of MaEatma Gandhi and of toe co-operation of toe All- 
Ladia States FeopW Conference. 
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•<I l»ve referred earlier to the advieability of our maUnK toe final adTanoe 
in toe djrwtaOT ,®* need adequate . preparation. In toe first 

pla(% shall to take steps to ruthlessly remove whatever corruption or 
wato^ has ente^ in our ranks, largely due to toe lure of power. m 

toall have to work in close c^perahon with all anti-imperialist organisaticms in 
toe country— Jocularly the Kisan movement and toe We Union movement 
AU ^ radiMl demento m the country mufj. work in close harmony and 
qpera^n md enom of aU anti-imperialist tri-anisations must convmge in toe 
direction of a Bnal assault on British imperialism. " 

“Friends, to-day the atmosphere within toe Congress is clouded and dis- 



IS a passing one. i "Svc laith in the patriotism of my countrymen. I am sure 
that, Deiore longi we shall be able to tide over the present difficulties and restore 
unity within our ranks. 

“A somewhat similar situation had arisen at the time of the Gaya Congress 
in 1923 and thereafter, when Deshbandhu Das and Pandit Motilal Nehru of hallowed 
memory started the Sawraj Party. May tlie spirit of my late Guru, of the revered 
Motilal and of the other great sons of India inspire us in the present crisis, and 
Mahatma Gandhi, who is still with us, guide and assist our nation and help 
Congress out of the present tangle —this is my earnest prayer. Vaiido Mataram.” 

Proceedings and Resolations 

Second Day— Tripnri— llto. Mardi 1989 

Uproarious scenes marked to-day’s proceedings of the session. Mr. ilf. S» Aney 
moved that, in view of the alarming state of the President’s health, the 
consideration of the resolution on the clarification of tlie misunderstand- 
ing tliat had arisen out of the I’rcsidential election, should be referred to the A. I. 
C. C. for dispersal at some future date. 

Qliis was greeted by loud shouts of “no, no” from a section of the delegates 
and the proceedings were interrupted for a few minutes. 

Mr. Aney, who was constantly interrupted, stated that it was not necessary 
for him to make anv speech at all. They had listened to the condition of healtn 
of the President and he was sure that uiey would cany his motion unanimously. 
(Shouts of “no” and “withdraw the resolution” from a section of the House.) 

Pandit G, B Pant, speakina next, explained that Mr. Aney’s ibsolution sought 
to refer the first resolution passed by the Subjects Committee to the All India Con- 
gress Committee. The delegates might recall that the resolution referred to state- 
ments made during the Presidential election. The delegates had the fullest authority 
to decide wuether the matter should be discussed in the open session now or be 
referred to the All-India Congress Committee for disposal. Bo far as he himself 
was conceri.ed, he was in ^reement with Mr. Aney’s proposal. Everyone was, at 
present, anxious about the Bastrapathi’s health and everyone was anxious that he 
should recover as soon as possible. If Mr. Aney’s proposal was accepted, it was 
possible to remove the President immediately to the hospital at Jubbulpur. (renews 
shouts of “no, no” and “wiUidraw the resolution” from a section of the 
House). It was also the wish of all leaders, said Pandit lent, that the 
resolution should be referred to the All-India Congress Commiitee and not 
discussed in the open session. 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad then put the motion to the House and after count- 
ing hands twice, declared Mr. Aney’s proposal carried by a clear majonty, 
Bengal delegates voting against it. This was the signal for uproanous scenes. 

Following the declaration of the result of voting on Mr. Amys moposal, tnm 
were repeated shouts of “no, no, withdraw” from a section of the House wbicA 
were more or loss confined to the Bengal delegates’ enclosure. The imroar increasea 
in vigour and withi*' a few minutes, that section of the delegates and some visitors 
found ttieir way into the open gangway in front of the rostrum. „ , , . t j 

“Inquilab Zindabad”, "Sarat Chandra Bose-ki-Jai , Subhas Babu-ki-Jai an^d 
such other slogans were raised by the crowd that had gathwed and coimnued to 
rend the air as Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru stood up to explain that if . dmauM 
a poll on Mr. Aney’s proposal, it could be done only to-morrow , 

Committee piandi^ His voice was lirowned in the uproar but still he periuted. 
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Otliet lettdeni came oii the rostrum and hurried eonsuUatious were held. But 
the crowd continued to shout and evei^tlino Mr. Ncdiru attempted to speak, there 
were renewed shouts, making it impossible for him to proceed. The vast 
gatheriiig outside and those gathered in front of the rostrum were, however, sitting 
m perfect order. 

INie impasse continued for over an hour, Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru idl the while 
Btandiug in front of the microphone. Ho bowed more than once in appeal to the 
crowd to listen to him but they did not respond and continued to stand and 
shout, some shaking their clenched fists at him. 

At last, Mr. Sarat Bose came to the microphone and asked the crowd 
to sit down, which they did and later, on his appenl went back to the enclosure. 
Mr. N^ru again came to the microphoae and, amidst confusion again, started to 
address* the gathering. 

Mr Jawahcrlal Nehru, whose patience appeared to be nearly exhausted, was 
heard talking to Mr. 8arat Bose excitedly. Mr. Nehru persisted m addressing the 
gathering and, after a few minutes, appcnircd to have got control over the situation. 
The uproar subsided gradually and excepting for occasional interruptions the entire 
audience settled down. 

After a few minutes, there was complete order, and in perfect silence, the vast 

f athering heard one of the most imtmssioncd and feeling speeches from Mr. 

{iwaharlal Nehru, whose voice \vas fiutcring and who was brimming over with feel- 
ing. Ue made a supremo apixial for discipline and chastised the recalcitrant dele- 
gates, rcixiatcdly reminding them that they had done the greatest injury to the 
Congress by their exliibitioii of tcmiuii* (.Aid iiidiscipliae. 

Mr. Nehru spoke in all for about forty-five minutes, both in Hindustani and 
English. He 8.aid, am afraid I have tried, the patience of the House for a long 
time now. 1 did not come here to make a siiccch or discuss this or that 
question. I simply came licro to cx])lain the iiositioii which the President 
wanted me to explain. You will remember that votes were taken on Mr. 
Aney's resolution and Maulana tiaheb had declared that it had been passed. 
There was some protest from a certain section of the House and 
there was a good deal of shouting. The President was clear in his mind as 

to the result and I came to tell you that, if you desire to have a division, 

certainly there will be a division. Every facility would be given, so that tlicrc 
would be no doubt ns to how many voted on this side and how many on the other. 
1 came here only to tell you that. As it was inconvenient to have a division here, 
as the delegates were mixed up ivith visitors, it ivas desirable to arrange the voting 
to take place in the Subjects Committee pandal either to-night or to-morrow. 1 
was asked to convey this to you and I came to the microjdiouc. For some reason, 
which 1 have not been able to fathom, a section of the House started that uproar. 
I do not know whether 1 have offended you, or you felt that 1 have offended you. 
It is a great grief to me to see such a sight. 

“May I add a few words? We hjivc heard for a long time about certain 
indiscipline in the Congress and Mahatma Gandhi has been writing about it. In 

fact, to-dt^ in the Subjects Committee, we talked about this question. It is obvious 

that the Cbngress could function only if it is an efficient and disciplined organisation. 
We talk and we think of the great struggle before us, the great struggle that is 
dcvclppiiig in India. Some qf us think in terms of an earlier struggle, some 
lxsrHlq)s of a struggle at a later date. But all of us think in terms of the gi;eat 
struggle alieiid. Wc arc growing stronger day by day. "I'his organisation is growing 
anil it is stronger to-diiy tlinn what it has ever been.' (Cheers from a large so.^tion 
of the audience.) Everything dcjiends Uix>n you and I and all of us who arc tied 
together by the Congress.” 

Proceeding. Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru referred to disunity and communal 
disturbances^ particularly in his province and sniil that it was the communal 
question whicn stood in the w'ay of India’s independence. “Are we to start now 
witlr i our own ranks, within our own organisation, this kind of mutual conflictY 
he asked. *T shudder to think what the consequence would be.” 

“If yon read iirticle^ which Gandhiji has written during the , last month, 
you will see a cortaih a^ny of soul in it You will notice uie pain in them. 
You may agree or dit^igree with what Gandhiji had written, but Gandhiji writes 
from his heart Why is it i|k> ? Because he is to-day fully conscious of the coming 
straggle. He is preparing for it. He wants the Congress and the countiy to 
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^ S? tdki and iliat indiBcii 


conungout of encloBuxea. TEe very same peoplo have to 

mai^ inA w efaouM^ to dioulder, and have to prepaxe lor the straggle. It was 
a painful sight ; yot I tell you that in my heaxC I wdcome it most.^ 

Mr. Nehru applied to be overcome ifith emotion at this stage and his 
voice faltered. He said: “After all/ljaany o# us present hm have devoted a large 
poraon of our lives to the service of ^is great organisation and we have been 
working slto^der to shoulder all these’ years. During all these years, this is the 
nrst time 1 have witnessed such a scene. During more than a quarter of a century— 
and l am sure there are many othera whose service to uie country and the 
Congress are much longer than mine and they have strved more than what I have 
done— 1 do not know how many of you remember such a scene, tbixing the last 
twenty-six years, I have attended the Indian National Congress year after year, 
I have never seen such a scene, though 1 have seen many strange tfaings. 

“I beg of you to understand the true implications of what has 
It does not matter, if it is a small thing or a big one. We idl get excited. 1 too 
get excited very often. 1 feel sorry for it afterwards. I apologise for it alterwaids. 
1 know my own weakness. We have got to take a lesson from siich happeniiu^s 
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lir« if. 8. Amif then xoie.to withdraw his re^ntion. He said. *T sm before 
yon to ask yonr pemiaskm to withdraw the reaolation which I moved a short while 
aga In doing ao^ I wish to make a brief statement. 1 Idt that somethiim should 
be done to pat a stop to the discussion of the resolution in which the rreiddent 
dbectly ot indirectly was ooneemed. 1 felt that in the ?)resent state of health of the 
President, we should not discuss this resolution. Therefore, 1 suggested that the 
matter b^ referred to the A. 1. 0. C. and I must make it clear that the suggestion 
was my own. I did not consult any of my Boigal friends. I made this suggestion 
jdter a jood deal of consideration and some of the leaders concerned readily agreed 
to it 1 name forward to get it approved by you. My main object was to give 
satisfaction to our Bengal frunds in particular and others who are 4nterested in the 
hmlth of the President I made this endeavour and in view of the opposition to my 
r^ution from seme of our comrades and in view of the disturbed conations I 
think it is proper that I should withdraw this resolution. As the resolution has 
already befen declared carried by the President, 1 have to request you, delegates, to 
allow me to withdraw it I have, no doubt, that you realise the need for my with- 
drawing it Once I withdraw this resolution, the situation will ease and the procee- 
dings can go on.” 

Mr. Aney*» request for withdrawal of the resolution was put to the House and 
carried. Therwter, resolutions weioorai^ the Itoptian delegation and expressing 
sympatiiy with China were put from the Chair and passed. The Chair also moved a 
conaolcnce resolution (passed earlier by the Subjects Committee) and this was passed. 

The Natioeal Demand 

Mr. Jai Prakash Narain then moved tiie resolution on the National Demand. 

Mr. Jai Prakash Narain said that it was a most vital resolution and referred to 
the Indei^endence resolution passed at the Lahore Congress. The goal of indepien- 
dcnce was far away, but the struggle of 1930-31 had taken India a good deal forward 
and Congress Ministries had helped them to organise and ujdift workers and 
peasants. '*We are, however, conviuced that the Federal part of the Constitution 
contained in the Government of India Act, 1935, docs not part with any vital powers, 
lliereforc, we havb declared tiiat any attempt to impose this Federal scheme on 
India will meet with determined opposition. The Federal scheme is only one aspect 
of the question. The bigger and fundamental question is how to win freedom and 
establish Swaraj for Indus. Hence this resolution.” 

The speaker referred to the awakening among the people in the Indian Btsites 
and said that they were confident that in any future struggle for freedom, one-third 
of the Indiana living in the Indian States would fight, shoulder to shoulder, with 
thdr brethren in British India. . The speaker asserted that no struggle could be 
successful until and unless the Congress was united. 


Continuing. Mr. Narain referred to the uproarious scenes in the House earlier 
and said that the demonstration showed the weakest link in the chain. *lt makes 
me hang down my head in shame, particularly in view of the fact that we have 
seme prominent visitors from Eigypt amongst us this evening. What is the impres- 
sion ti^ will carry about us with them T The demoustrators are neither true to 
the Congress nor to the country. I am confident that with a will to strengthen 
oiuselves. we shall be able to eliminate such persons from the Congress. A mffer- 
enoe in prindpli cannot be settled by a show of fists. On bebau of the Soda- 
lists and Oommunists, I bw of you, beg of the President, Maulana Asad and Mr, 
Jawaharlal Nehm to pardon jis for this evening's unruly and undemocratic 
dlecumdEdiont.’’ 

Adiarffa Norendra X>c«, aeoondinjs the resolution, said that the objeot of the 
mdutioB was to prepare the wantxj for the struggle for freedom, but freedom could 
noL however, be won without unity. He deeply deplored the evening’s hiuppenings 
wnd said tibnt tite demonalraters mmld have oonsidem the presence of the Elmtian 
Ddegstion among th e m , unless this unruly and indisdplined element was dinunst- 
ed, he assarted that there was no chance of success for them. They must organise 
tUmsdvfi in putting their house in order. He emphadsed the need for them to 
look Info thdr weakneiaes fuid resaedy them immediatd jr as othorwise the power and 
podtion tiiot be undermined and destroyed. 


Mr* Enrof tte. resolution, said that it had been hts dadre to 

amid fo but his preoccupation with the IMdent’s iUnem 

prevented Um fimii dote to. fin had also not expected the resolution to qpme 
up lo-aj|cht and henee he nd not hesn able to move tM amendmenti he wanted to, 



-11 lUB. ^ ] PBOOEEPINQS AND BEBOLimOKB 831 

**Tlii8 moluUon contains nothing bnt woids, ineffectiyo words, whidi do not 
lay down any plan of action, words which do not giy« our people any lead”, added 
Mr. Bose. “Ine first four. panigra]>hs of the resolution repeated what we have been 
saying in every session during the last few years and also at every meeting of the 
Worlang Oommittee and the All India Congress Committee.” 

Mr. Barat Bose expected the fremers ot the resolution to realise that the time 
had come to give a definite lead to ipy^ple but he had to confess that his expecta- 
tions had been rudely shaken. ”Do m want to postpone this stru^le till all 
the people are nnitdl ? If that is what the resolution means, it will be more 
honest to say, 'Let us ^abandon oui fight’. Let us not deceive our people.” 

Mr. Sarat Bose, continuing, said tliat self determination for a people was the 
universally accepted principle in the modem world. This principle had bm 
applied in the case of many countries and the map of the world had changecl 
considerably since 1918 and yet the application of tiiis principle had been denied 
to India. With its hoary civilisation, with its distinct culture and traditions and 
its fundamental unity, India had been denied this right The Govemiicnt of 
India Act was a negation of tliis principle. 

Mr. Barat Bose continued : 'It is time we ask the British Government in no 
uncertain terms whether they are prepared to concede the principle of self- 
determination to Indio. ^ In order to enable them to give us a categorical reply 
to our demands, we should fix a time limit so tliat we may be able to consider 
tiie question at the next session of the Ooiigrcss. It would bo better to give six 
months’ time but it may be even one ycnir, ns we will be meeting only next year. 
Having regard to the fact that tlic Congress is in power in eight provinces,, haring 
regard to the fait that the Btates’ subjects are * definitely moving towariiS 
restxinsible government and civil liberties and having regard to the internatioiiai 
situation, I have no doubt that tiie result will be obvious. A treaty will have to 
be drawn up between the British Government and the Congress. If the reply 
is unsatisfactory or inadequate or no reply is received, it is my humble submissiou 
that the Congress should tlicn resort to such sanction as it can impose.” 

Mr. Barat Bose suggested that the Congress should take the necessary steps, 
both in parliamentary as well as extra-parliamentary affairs, and prepare tiie 
country for ’'the fight.” 'J'hc Congress Ministries in tlie eight provinces could 
create a deadlock. ''Do you think that the British administration can go ou in 
India if the eight I’roviucial Govcnimeiits resign ? If the Congress Ministries 
resign, naturally uoii-Coiigrcss itrovinccs also will have to follow suit and march 
abreast with us in our attack on British Imperialism.” Mr. Bose asked, in 
conclusion, if they were not adoiiting a ]K>li(*y of drift by passing this resolution. 
"If we do not adopt a firm line of action, we shall be betraying our people and 
will be accused of betraying the cause of the country.” 

Mr. Bharadwtij supported the resolution. Mr. A. M, Azad supporting the reso- 
lution, said that the younger sei^tion in the Congress was ready to take ordm 

Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru; speaking next, said tiiat the resolution has becai unani- 
mously passed by the Bubjects Committee. He was, thei'efore, siirprised to find 
oiipositioii to the resolution from Mr. Barat Bose. He could not understand Mr. 
Bim’s op|) 08 ition. Mr. Bose had said that the resolution contained nothing 
but words. Mr. Ndiru wanted to know what Mr. Bose’s own amendment 
contained except empty words. The language used by Mr. Bose was one 
whicdi India was accustomed to use twenty years ago. 

Mr. Nehru hdd that they could not escape the straggle even if tlu7 deriied 
it, but he was oppoMd to the ulumatum tactics suggested by Mr. Barat JBSoee. In 
the first place, they would be deceiving themselveB if they thought that th^ could 
win thdr freedom from the British Government by using bombastic phzaM and 
wcHrds. Then again, the ultimatum idea would give a chance to the enemy to 
prepare Idmielf. As for Mr. Barat Bose’s contention tiiat the Gongresa Goveramenta 
ahould create deadlocks, Mr. Nehru said that deadlocks could help the Oonpeaa 
to some extent, but they could not certainly idve their main problem of winning 
the freedom of the country. 

Mr. Jaiprakask Naratn^ raying to the ddiate, said that Mr. Bant Boaeh 
cppoaltion waa like a atab from behind. Mr. Narain alluded the plmi of wation 
ionnulated by mutuai-^conaeiit m Barat Boae and said that tiia Idea of 
Jaeorporating an ultimatum clause had beau deleted from tlmt plan. 

Mr* Barof Boat, intervihing, denied having agreed to ddete the. uitlBiatnin 
ohaaii The naolution waa paaaed by an overwhdming maionty. 
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^ laetittooi 

Mr. Sri Prakaaa, thenafter, moved hit raokitton on ^oonmptkm* whUsh 


wtB poMed by the Subiedts Committee tMe morning. He pc^tod out how zeoenilf 
there had be^ many reports of bogna memborshuMi at Oongreaa deetkma and 
other mainractices. They could not prepare the country for a stmggle unleas th^ 
were united and oriEaniaed. Pundit Nekniram Sharma seconded tim naolntion. 


nitr: 




\ prepare 
ifekhiran 


Sharma 
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ThM Day—Mpari-ieiii. IfaNli 1080 
Faith la Mahataui Chiadht 


The third day’s session of the Congress was resumed at 9 a.m. to-day in the 
Subjects Committee pandal. Mauiana Abut Kalam Atad presided. Only deleKhtea 
and the Press were admitted. Elaborate arrangements had been made to prevent 
a repetition of last night’s uproarious scenes. Btzong volunteer forces were 
stationed all round and inside the pandal to maintain order. The delegates were 
seated in separate enclosures according to provinces. 

Paudit Oovind Ballabh Pant formally moved his resolution. He said that 
after what had happened yesterday, he had no heart to vprak and therefore 
requested the House to pass it The following is the text of the resdltttiob : 







programme in the future. ^ 

’^he Congress expresses its confidence in the work of the Wenddng Committee 
whidi functioned during last year, and regrets that any aspersions should have 
been cast against any of its members. 

*ln view of the critical situation that may devdop during the coming year 
and in view of the fact that Mahatma Candhi alone can md the Coogma and 
the country to victory during sudli a crisis, the Congress regards it as iasperative 
that the Executive Authority of the Ccmgiess should command hia uoqplloit 
confidence and requests the Prmdcnt to nominate the Working Committee for the 
ensuing year in acoordanoe with the wishes of Gsndhiji.” 


Dr. Oadgii scended the resolution with a speech. 

Mr. K. F. Nariman moved that in view of the akrming alate of im 
Fmident’a health, the consideration of ^dit Pant’s resolution be postponed HQ 
the President was in a At condition to attend the meeting (cries oi *no^ no** and 
eamiter cries). Mr. Nariman asked the ddemdeB not to bqewa^ either by pefitkal 
or party otmeideratione. He apperied to the oriegatee on ooneideritions of humanity 
not to proceed with the resolution in the abeeooe of the Preildent w^ had oobm 
dl the way to Triimri risking his life deei^ the advice of his doetOrSi The 
seaoindon in qmstion directly coneemed the President* and it was highly tepnmer 
to debate It In his alumiioe, particularly when he was eeriouily iH. WUb dmonng 
last demonatratiens, Mr. Nariman ashed the Bouse u it was ri|^ neoimae 

a imr overrenthnsiaillc people with miatdocn notions staged demonitritkma wgh 
shoald dieouse line xesoluw.. Mr. Nariman, In oonmurion, said that he iaa 
not want the resolution to be^shdvud^ bat deaUed only that the eon a i d e n dlon ef &e 
nmolatiai|«. be postponed. -He appealed to the Houee to eonawer hia 
peopoaitioh (cries ef nie^ inn- 
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OonmM . Fraidont was not a vote ot otesnra agaiasL nenbers of dw 
Woning Committee. In hie opinion, there could have heea no better Working 
Committee. The resolution now before the House was. tantamount to a vote A 
censure on the delegates who voted for the re-election of Mr. Subhas Chandra Boae 
M the Conc]^ President against the wishes of some members of the Working 
Committee. ^ llie speaker had no doubt that Mahatma Gandhi was above purties 
and bickerings and he did not want jdns resdution. He had also no doubt that 
Mahatma Gandhi could continue to ""give his guidance and co-operation even 
without tliis resolution, lliis was an attempt ' to exploit the name of Mahatma 
Gandhi. It was an in)ustice to Mahatma Gandhi to use his name and exploit it in 
this manner. (Cries of '^No, no**). The Working Committee could not lose sight 
of the fm^t that as much as one-third of the total strength of the Subjects 
Committee has voted against it. Formerly, those who differed from the Working 
Committee were ^not more than thirty. If they persisted in their present attempt, 
it would mean dividing tlie Congress into two sections which would not be in Uie 
interests of the country and the Congress. 

hlr. Bharadwaj moved an amendment, seeking the deletion of the paragraph 
relating to '*as}.>ersions”. He maintained that the resolution had been conemvM in 
a partisan spirit and meant an indirect vote of censure on the President He 
asked the leaders to take note of the growing discontent among the rank and file 
in the Cov 'Teas, particularly after Uie acceptance of ofnee and warned thm 
against agg; \;ating tliis feeling of discontent Yesterdov’s demonstrations clearly 
anowed tha there were i)cople in the Congress who were neither Leftists nor 
Ri^tists. They had made their ent^ into the Congress somehow or other. He 
condemned yesterday’s demonstrations and uproarious scenes and declared that 
his group would do its utmost to prevent such demonstrations in future. *^Oar 
position is very diflicult, bci'nusc we cannot be a i>arty to such demonstrations and 
yet Uie Rightists would not listen to them,** The amendment aimed at uniting 
Uiem all together, kir. niiarndwaj added : “We are prepared to accept the clause 
relating to the Working Committee being nominated with the approval of Mahatma 
Gandhi, but our request is that this clause relating to aspei-sions should be 
omitted.** 

Mr, Nariman moved an amendment stating that the Working Committee 
diould be appointed in consultation with Mahatma Gandhi and not with the 
approval ot Mtdiatma Gandhi, as had been suggested in the resolution. He did 
not want to make a sj^ccih but would request the llouse to pass bis amendment. 

Mr. R. K. Sidhtva moved an ameiidnieiit seeking to add to the aspersion 
clause the words “ast^rsions cast by any sci'tioii of tlic public.** The 8j>eaker 
said Uiat excepting for this he was in whole-hearted agreement with the 
resolution. His amendment had become necessary in view of the President’s 
declaration that he never doubted the bonafides of any of his colleagues on the 
Working Committee. His name having thus been eliminated it was necessary to 
add the words suggested by him. 

Mr. Bhayangarachariar (an ex-Andaman ]>Bi 80 iier) moved an amendment 
seeking deletion of the words relating to “aspersions*’. 

Mdulana Nuruddin Behari, in his amendment, sought that Uie policy of 
the Congress and its programme should be based on democratic principles, and 
that the Congress organisation should not become a tool in the hands of one 
single indivfoual. have full confidence in Mahatma Gandhi but not in those 

who have been working out his policy, because these are surrounded by sclf-sediers.’* 


ifatifoiia Asad then announced that the amendments given notice . ^ 

ved as the movers did 


A 


, Dr. 

Lohin and Mr. Achut Paiu'ardhan were not being moved as the movers did not 
want to move them'l He had, however, accepted the requisition sent by Mr. 
L. JT. Moitra and 22 others that these amendments must be allowed to be moved 
by someone dse. Mr. L. K. Moitra then moved for the deletion of the paragraph 
*^atiiig to *aspersioiiSi** 

w. ikitra deploied the *iinfortttnate demonstration yeeterda;.” Aa a leanlt 
of thia, the Houia was in a desperate mood. But he would like to remind them 
that Um deiiMnstraUoa was the result of the serious condition of Uie Ckmgieia 
^PwildenUa health. But to-day the atmosphere was better. He .jmd *lf yon 
wry thk yesolnUon withont Uie amendment suggest^ by me^ yon v^l Msarmf 
^ PraUdW whom you youndves .have electS** ^ (cncs A .wi, noj*). It had been 


^edUte, 

datiiiBttita} 


„ continued, that Uie 
the intereata of the 


dection 

oountiya 


of Mr. 
Pandit 


Bbae wonld la 
Govind Ballabh Pont hod 
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trifld to explain away .this statement. The President, despite his illnesiL had 
attended the Bubjeeta Committee and made a statement ezin^nR the view that he 
never doubted the bona ddes of any of his oolleamies on the Working Committee. 
Alter that statement, there was no room for this resolution. If th^ passed Uiia 
resdlntion at this critical iuncture, they would do great harm to the eause that was 
dear to them all. Bir. Moitra maintained that the last paragraph of the resolution 
went against the ccmstitution and that it could not be discussed without amending 
the constitution. He had himsdf thought of raising a point of order and he 
desired to emphasise that point now. He submitted that they should part in 
mutual trust and friendship. If this resolution was passed, a section of the 
didegates would go back with the impression that a no-confidence motion against 
the President i^m they had elected had been forced through the backdoor. 
Mr. Mdtra moved another amendment suggesting that in the third paragraidi 
the following words be added : %r which we have to prepare the connOT*’ after 
the words ‘"coming year.” 

ATr. Jai Prokaah Narain said that he wanted to make a statement on behalf 
of the Congress Socialist Party. ""Our Party voted for Mr. Bubhas Chandra Bose, 
but from the ve^ beginning we had made it clear that our vote did not mean a 
settling of the issues between the Bightists and the Leftists. We voted for Mr. 
Bubhas Chandra Bose, because we preferred him to the other candidate, namdy. 
Dr. Pattabhi. We then never expects that it would lead to a schism in the Con- 
gress. Our Party does not and will not participate in this quarrel. I am convinced 
mat this could have been averted. We tried our best to prevent it. We failed and we 
were disappointed.” Mr. Narain then detailed their efforts for a settlement and how 
they failed and said : ”We went to Mr. Bubhas Chandra Bose and requested him to 
issue a statement clearing the position. Mr. Bubhas Chandra Bose agreed, but the 
statement be made was not satisfactory. Coming to Tripuri, we approacmed the 
other side and discussed with them how a settlement could be effected. Here also 
our attempt proved abortive. We believed that unless the next Working Committee 
wee appointed in accordance with the wishes of Mahatma Qandhi it will not be 
possible to maintain unity in the Congress.” 

Nr. Jaiprakash Narain continued : "There arc things said in the resolution with 
which we cannot ^ee. If only both sides had co-operated with us, it would have 
been possible to bring about a settlement 1 do not wish to participate in this quarxd 
end therefore, we have decided to remain neutral in the voting on this resolution.” 

Mr. If. S, Anep, opposing the resolution, deplored that all earnest efforts to 
avoid a discussion on this resolution at a time when the President was ill had 
failed, and the remlution had been brought before the open session. He did not 
b^ne anyone particularly for that. But it was unfortunate. 

Beferring to the resolution, Mr. Aney sidd that he did not see, how it was 
neoessary. If it was only to clear misunderstanding, there was no need to bring in 
the question of policy and programme. It was not possible to bide the fact that the 
resolution breathed diffidence in the President. Despite what Mr. Baiagopalaohari had 
■aid, the speaker could not agree that the resolution did not amount to a vote of 
no-confidence in the President. Viewing the resolution purely from a constitutional 
point of view, Mr. Aney said that even if it was technically in order, it certainly 
wait against the sjdrit of the Congress constitution which gave the Congress Presi- 
dent complete power to nominate his Committee. The Congress constitution never 
intend^ Olit me President should be a mere figure-head notwithatanding what 
aoine membm d the Working Committee had said in their statement on the eve 
of the Presidential ^tion. It was the President's businesa to fom the Cabinet 
in mbkk be bed confidence to guide the Congress. As long as any attempt was 
nmle to icstrlct this power of the President in nominating hia own working Com- 
ntiitaab he had no dam that this action went against the si^t of the oonsStution* 
Ele jgjpealed to tiie Souse not to stultify itsdf by passing the resdlutiou. 

Mr. Bankim MMarjosb resolution, said that the atatement made 

a Mr. Snhhai Qumdra Bose clearly showed that his election had nothing to do 
k the poiky and inopMniae of the Congress. They had assembled to-day to dis- 
ew tihe fttpoheni im It was nnfortanate that meise fan- 

portant iifiim woe hoar The most important issue was Fedeiattefmd 

low to oppose it. Mr. HnMisriiie waoted to know if it was proper anA lArtiin 
iiii te of ttlo the to get this readlutkii roprewSg eonfideoee in 

MsilffiBmHiiiiBm cent majori^. How much oete tt irooM 
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have been if tbe leaden had eome to afloeement amonK themedna T In hie opinion» 
the xeBolution went against the spirit oi troth and non-violenoe. 

Mr. Niharmidu Duit UoMumdar. of^iKtring the resdutioD, said that the House was 
wasting its time in discussing a resolution wnioh shonld never have been brought 
forwaro. It only showed lack of confidence and trust. He relerrred to the repcwted 
discussions at Bardoli where some memhen of the Working Committee discussed 
the question of the President for the neim fsar behind the back of tbe Ftesident. It 
amounted to a caucus trying to decide tlin for itsdf. He wanted to know what 
was the basis of the suspicion against the President The members of the Work- 
ing Committee should have made their suspicions public and shared them with 
the delegates so that the delegates coiud have acted accordingly. This only 
showed a spirit of vindictivenesa on the part of the members of the Working 
Committee. He regarded the present resolution as a backdoor method. He askea 
the delegatea to stand on their own legs, and not make their love and reverence 
for Mahatma Gandhi lose sight of this. He appealed to the House not to ad^ 
'^this cruel course of a vote of no-confidence through the backdoor.” In conduaiont 
Mr. Majumdar appealed for postponement of the consideration of the resoluticw. 

Pandit Govinda Ballahh Pant^ replying to the debate, regretted that he 
had to speak on matters relating to the President in the latter’s piesait condition. 
But it was not his choice. Things had been said daring the debate, which required 
a reply. The Pandit proceeded : * This resolution is in no wav a ’ no-confidence” 
motion against the President. If we wanted that, we would have broimht in a 
straight motion of ’no-confidcncc’. The majority has elected Mr. Bose as Aesidrot. 
We ao not want to reject that verdict. What we desire is that he may continue as 
President and at the same time we may be able to bring about unity in the 
Congress and make it strong.” Pandit Pant, proceemng, quoted Mahatma 

Gandhi’s statement in which he l^ad said that Ur. Pattiubhi’s d^eat waa his 
defeat and that it was apparent to him that the majority of the ddegates 
did not favour his policy and principles. It was clear, therefere, that Ifr. 
Bubhas Boee could not nave the advice and guidance of Mi^tma Gimdhi 
he used to have befoie.^ It wm agreed on all .hancb that if the work, of 

‘ 0 the active 

and trusted 
. possible. That 

was why they had to do something by which the desired end could be gained. The 
resolution sought nothing more than that. It was possible that when Uie delegates 
voted for Mr. Bose, they did not want it to be a vote of '’no-confidence” in 
Mahatma Gandhi. Bariing a very few, all those who had spoken on the resdution 
had agreed that they wanM Mahatma Gandhi’s leadership and also the co-operation 
of the old members of the Working Committee. "If vou want Mahatma Gandhi 
to back you, you must tell him *We did vote for Subnas Babu. but did not mean 
we have no confidence in you’. Borne of the speakm objected to the suggestion 
that the Working Committee should be appointed in consultation with Aumatma 
Gandhi. It only showed that they 'did not mean what they said, when they said 
that they wanted Mahatma Gandhi’s guidance In the coming crisis, it is Gandhiji 
■and Gandhiji alone who can lead us. Who can doubt that ne is the one man who 
can shoulder the burden ? Can you think of attaining freedom without his lead T 
(Cheers). Continuing, Pandit Pant asked : *Tf you want him to shoulder the lesponsi- 
mlity. as I believe most of you want, then, how can you expect him to do so^ if 
'you do not give him some vdoe in the formation^ cu the Congress Cabinet T” 


__ _ e Congress 

in ihom Mahatiu Grodhi’s statement^ Pandit Pant dedaied : 


"If you 



nations had progressed 
many T " ‘ ‘ 

or nc 

Herr 

lamin that raised Rusdiu 

Mr. Makrally : Mr. President, I must object as a Soelallst to Pandit PiuA 
tii|g Xeniii, Massdliid and Hitler in the same ^ ^ ^ 

Ptmda Pant, oontiauiiig, smd thitte dfSiked amy &ings iktABmi miim 
and MatacOinl iULbiit danilta thrir many tadta, their lespeotlfe 
lovedandhencmn^ eoiDS^aa 
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hM no Mce to nfaid. Hun irliy ihonld m not i«cp the full adnmtage of toat 
fMtor^ (eheai^ Fnt mated the ingKettion tato^ the lesdutim Knmted of 

iiauloM Jjsad thea put the Tgrioae eneDdmento to vote. The amendmente 
were declerol loet by overwndming midontiee by show of henda.. 

The ongliiel reeolation web oeelarM carried, by show of hands, amidat reaound- 
ing Amits ^ ^^BCahatma Gandhi-ki-Jai*’, by an overwhdming majonty. The Boeialiat 
party deleeatea remained nmtral. . , ^ 

On the ieaum{ition of the plenary aeasion of the Congress at 6-90 p. m. to-day, 
lesolntioos on Palestine and Balachistan passed earlier by the Subjects Committee 
were pat from the Chair and carried with acclamation. 

Feretgn Polfey 

Pandit Nehru then moYcd the resolution on Fordgn Policy passed by the 
Subjects Committee yesterday. He emphasised the need for India taking a keen in- 
tmst in foreign policy, because it was a vital question aiTocting tlieir interests con- 
sidmbly. He said that India had to pay attention to the Bntish foreign policy, 
because, unfortunatdy, she was still part of the British Empire, and whatever foreign 
policy the British Government adoptra, affected India. Though what was happening 
in &e world did not affect India immediately, these were bound to affect and did affect 
a country like India. The Pandit strongly criticised the foreign policy pursued by Mr. 
Chamberlain and said tliat it was a dangerous one, particularly to Iimia, as it meant 
destruction of what had been regarded as good and necessary. *T hate the 
foreign ]x>licy of the British Government and em)>hatically declare that 1 cannot 
stand it and that India .cannot associate herself with it.” He instanced the re- 
cent happenings in Czechoslovakia and China. He said that he had the picture 
of Czecnmlovakia liefore his mind and he could not but condemn in the strongest 
terms '^the betrayal of Czechoslovakia by England and France.” “The Ijeague of 
Nations and Geneva,” Pandit Nehru said, "are nothing but the tomb-stone of 
peace. History will never forget the treachery of the British and French Govern- 
ments in the bctr^*al of the little democratic country of Czechoslovakia.” 
Beferring to the Spanish war, Mr. Neliru said that if Republican Spain 
faiM, it was not b^ausc of the arms supplied by Italy and Germany, but 
because of the, plotting of British and French Governments which were deter- 
mined to kill it, and they had succeeded. "We cannot keep quiet when these 
murders of democracies are going on. India cannot be a party to this kind 
of murder of democracy. India must dissociate herself from the British foreign 
pcdicy and line up with freedom and democracy-loving countries. India is on &e 
threshold of her freedom, and she is bound to play an important role in the world’s 
history. Therefore she cannot remain indifferent.” 

Mr. Bhulabhai Deeaij seconding the resolution, emphasised the need for India 
taking a keen interest in foreign affairs. They should know where they stood with 
regard to die outside world. He dissociated himself from the present ixiHcy of the 
Britidi Government as it was baaed largdy on the betrayal of States which she her- 
sdf had been insimmcntal in creating. Condemning the Frontier policy of the 
India Government, Mr. Desai said that the Government had admitted that fifteen 
crores of rupees had been spent on maintaining peace and tranquillity in the frontier. 
Beferrinato the League of Nationa, Mr. Desai said that India could not be 
a memMIr of that body aa things were at present, because it would mean a second 
vote to England. But he would have no oMection to India being a member pro- 
vided her ejected representativeB sat in the league and talked on equal terms with 
Ihf other world statesmen on problems affbeting the world. “Mahatma Gandhi”, 
lie eoncludod, ''hat got his own foreign and domestic policy. The main feature ot 
Me foreign pcdicy te goodwill and frlbnd^^ with other countries. His domestic 
poUej Is taessfi on truth end non-violence.” 

The molntion wee passed unaoimonely. 

Mien States 


Betel Majmtditfa ^ 
Os Bubie^ Obmmlttee 


, then moved the resolution on Indian Btetea pataed by 
afteenpon. The following is the teil of the nsKHution 
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die Statee, aad ciprceecB its solidarity with d«so movemeiits for iieedom and 
self-expressioD, wnich are integral parts of the larger struggle fur freedom of the 
whole country. While appreciating tliat some liulcrs of titates have recognised 
this awakening as a healthy sign of growth and are seeking to adjust themsdves 
to it in co-opoiation with their jicoplo, the Congess regretb that some other Eulers 
have sought to suppress these movements by banning peaceful and It^timate 

S isations and all political activity, aifr ki some cases, resorting to cruel and 
nan repression. In particular, tlie Gbngrcss deplores the attempt of some 
Eulers to seek the aid of the British (Government in India to suppress their own 
people and condemn'g the unwarranted use of the military and police forces lent by 
British authorities. 

“The Ck>ngrcB8 expresses its sympathy witn the sufTcringB of the growing 
number of refugees from various Btates and trusts that the public will render 
them every assistance. 

whole of India was profoiu.dly stirred by the announcement of an 
indefinite fast by Gandhiji in order to remedy the breach by the Thakore Bahdi 
of Eajkot of the settlement anivccl at between him and his counsellors on die one 
hand and Bardar Patel as representing the pooi>lc, on the other. The Congress 
expresses its gratification at the roc^ent agreement resulting in the termination el 
the fast, and trusts that the iicoidc of Eajkot will have their aspirations fulfilled, and 
further hopes that Princes of Kadiiawar and otlicr parts of India will march 
with the times, and in co-opcration with their people, introduce responsible 
Government. 

“The Congress regrets that several State Governments besides Eajkot have 
gone back upon their assurances to their people and tlicir pledged word. It trusts 
that these breaches of agreement will bo repaired and the assurances given will 
be honoured. 

*The Congress is of opinion that the resolution of the Haripura Session of 
tlie Congress, relating to States, has answered the expectations raised by it, and 
has justified itself by encouraging the peoples of the States to organise themselves 
and conduct their own movements for freedom. The liaripura policy was conceived 
in tho best interests of the people in order to cnulilc them to tlcvelop scif-rdlance 
and strength. This policy was dictated by circumstances and by the recognition 
of the limitations inherent in the circumstances but it was never conceived as an 
obligation. The (Congress has always fiosscsscd the right, as it is itp duty, to 
giude the people of the States and lend Uiem its influence. 'Iho great awakening 
that is taking place among the people of the States may lead to a xclaxation or 
to a complete removal oi the restraint which tlic CongrcHS has imi}osed upon 
itself, thus resulting, in the ever incircasing identification of tlie Congress with the 
States people. The Working Committee is authorised to issue instructions in this 
behalf from time to time as fhc occasion arises. 

Congress desires to reiterate that its objective, complete independence, 
is for the whole of India, inclusive of the States, which are integral parts of 
India and whi<^ cannot be separated, and which mus^ Lr ve the same measure 
of political, social, economic and religious freedom as a part of India. 

Commending the resolution to the acceptance of the House, Babu Majendra 
Prasad said that it did not require a long speech as, time and again, the 
problem of the States and their subjects had come up before the A. 1. C. C. 
or the Congress. It was a matter of xdeusur® to note the awakening among the 
people of the States, indicating that the States’ subjec-ts had begun to stand on 
their feet The (Egress poli<*y with regard to the Indian States was clear, 
although there was some misunderstanding in certain respects. He would like 
to maks it clear Uiat, so far as the Congress was concerned, there was no differenoe 
between the people of Indian States and British India. The Congress naturally 
recognised that, as long as the country was not strong enough to gain its freedom, 
is could not help the States’ people. It was therefore thought that is was 
necessary for the States’ people to acquire enough strength and they had been 
asked to oiganise themselves. Until tlic strength was acquired, no amount of bdp 
from the Congress would help ihc States’ subjects. The suev ^ of the policy 
enunciated at Haripura was apparent to-day. Nobody doubU. the wisdom ana 
aueeeia of the policy. The Congress had always ailjuBtcd M policy to suit 
riieamstances ana this was true in respect of its attitude to the States problem. 
^Ihere was nothing in tlie Haripura resolution which prevented them from 
^hangiiig their policy, ^e Haripura policy of non-interference was s<df*impo8ed, 
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and not%ictated by any outside authority. *'We may have to dian^ this 
policy and if and when necessity arises, we shall certainly chance it.” he declared. 
The Haripura policy had ali'cady be^m to produce resuits. and movements 
for freedom had been started by the people in various States. Some of the Rulers 
Ihemsdves had ^un to realise the spirit of tlie times, while some others shut 
their eyes to reality. If they failed to march with the times, they would be the 
sufferers, ^bu Bajendra Prasad then referred to Kujkot and Gandhiji’s fast leading 
to a fresh pact and said that unless the Rulers realised the sanctity of axpreements. 
it would become impossible to have lasting understanding between the people 
and the Rulers. He had no donbt that what happened recently in Rajkot would 
prove of hdp to the States’ subjects all over India. Babu Rajcndra Prasad next 
referred to the wholesale emigration of people from Dhcnkanal and Limbdi. 
He said that this could not go on for long. How long could the helpless 
people repiain out of their homes. They would have to go bock, but they 
should go back with their full rights secured. 

Khan Abdul Oajfar Khan, seconding the resolution, said that he did not 
want to speak, but he had been ordered by Pandit Jawaliarlai Nehru to second 
the resolution. The Britisli Government had created the Indian States with a 
view to perpetuating imperialistn in India. He re.^erred to the extravagances of 
Nnees and the miserable condition of tlicir subjects and asked why the Princes, 
even if they wanted to be extravagant, did not B])eijd tlic money in India instep 
of in foreign coun tiles ? The Congress i)olicy had been to make the people of the 
States depend upon themselves. Unless they were able to do so. they would not 
be able to retain freedom even if somebody else secured it for them. He asked 
the Rulers to march with the time^ and concede the legitimate demands of ^cir 
Bubjects. 

Srimati Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya moved an amendment seeking the deletion 
of the paragraph relating to the Haripura policy. She contended tliat it had not 
been Buccessful. She held tliat the awakening in Indian States, which ^e 
resolution sought to attribute to the Haripura resolution, was the result of many 
causes such as work by the States’ People's Conference, tlie progress in Hritish 

India, etc. She did not like that the country which was one should lie divided 

into British end Indian India. She wanted that the Congress should take a direct 
interest in States’ affairs and actively be in charge of the conduct of movements 

in the various States. She wanted the Congress to create a machinery which 

would direct and control the movement of the States' people for responsible 
Government. She apixsaled to the Congress to lend ite power and prestige to the 
cause. 

Mr. Ach^U Patwardhan supported Brimati Kamaladcvi’s amendment. Mr. 
Patwardhan said that Socialists did not agree with the Haripura policy. In his 
o^ion it was not correct to say that the present awakening among tho Indian 
States’ Bubjects was entirely due to the Haripura policy. He admitted that, though 
Socialists were opposed to ofllico acceptance, it had resulted in creating an 
awakening among and a new hoi)c in the States’ people. Conditions in Indian 
States hod changra since Hailpura and it was now tho duty of the Congress 
oiganisationB directly to help the States* people in their struggle for resiionsiblc 
{mvemment. It was also necessary to have some machinery which would furnish 
the OoiigresB High Command with a correct /ersion of tho eoiidilion of the people 
in the rates. 

Pandit Kaahiram Sharma said that tho Princes were Organising themselves 
to tokeiN^Dcerted action with a view to preserving their Princely Order against 
the onslau^t of the i) 00 ]>lc. ]:{e warnai tlic Princes that they were abound to fail 
in their attempt to crush tho awakening among the iicoplo. He roifountod certain 
inddmts whmre the States’ people had been ill-treated by tho agents of Rulers, 
'^ft is our duty to hdp the seven or dght crorcs of people, who are all residents 
in States in their to secure tlidr rmbts”. He said it was time that the 
Riders realised tiie tmplicstiouB of the Rajkot happenings, 

Mr. if, K^ Sidhwa said that no power on earth could crush tlie growing 
awakening among the pe^le of the States and the earlier the Rulers realised this 
tiie better for them. stand for independence for the people of British India, 
and we want the Rulecs of lha States to give the people of the States responsible 
government*. If tiiey did hot do so, in time, the speaker warned the Rulers— that 
9 m Prinoely Order ilMf noald be done away with and complete independence 
^staUldied sU <nre^ 
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Mr. Shankar from Mysore supported the amendment. He con tcndolt that the 
agreement arrived at by Bardor Patel on behalf of the people, with the State 
authorities had been deliberately broken. He said that the State authorities had 
no hesitation in arriving at agiecments which they knew they could break at 
any moment. 

Mr. ChMngalrai Reddy (Mysore), supporting the resolution, strongly criticised 
the Mysore Government for brewng the ratd-Mirza Agreem'^nt before the ink 
on it was dry. *^We have planned a pragramme of non-co-operation if the Mysore 
Government mils to fulfil this agreement. T* 

Babu Rajendra Prasad, replying to the debate, said that the Congress had 
always smd less than what it had intended to .do. Nothing could be achieved 
by indulging in high-sounding words. *^Let us, therefore, say less and do more.** 
Sardar^ Patel, Mahatma Gandhi and Seth Jamnalal Bajaj did not wait for a 
resolution before entering the States struggle, but they did so when the psychological 
moment arrived. 

Srimaii KamaladevVs amendment was rejected by a large majority. Babu 
Rajendra Prasad*8 resolution wa3 passed by a big majority. 

Indians Overseas 

Mr. 8, SatyamurH next moved the following resolution on Indians Overseas : 

*This Congress notes with grave concern ana atixiety the rapidly deteiiurating 
position of Indians overseas, especially in countries within the so-called British 
Commonwealth of Nations, and extends its sympathy and support to all Indian 
nationals abroad in their just struggle for the assertion of thdr legitimate rights, 
political, civic and economic. 

*^his Congress notes with particular anxiety the danger to Indian life and 
property in Burma, the hostile attitude towards Indians in Ceylon, the reservation 
of Kenya Highlands to Whites to the exclusion of Indians, and the attempt to 
segregate and pass unjust laws against Indians in South Africa. 

^This Congress expresses its opinion that oply a free and independent India 
can effectivdy help its nationals abroad. In the meantime, the Congress calls 
upon the people of this country to do everything in their power to help the cause 
of Indians overseas.** 

'^India has,** Mr. SatyamurH said, ^‘the right and duly to extend her sympathy 
to her nationals abroad. The treatment of Indums abroad is particularly notorious in 
the British Commonwealth. While we are fighting for our own independence, 
wc assure our brethren abroad of our full sympathy in their difficulties. W^ 
would remind our people abroad that they should learn the lesson that minorities 
should adjust themselves to the conditions of the country in which they live.** 

With regard to Burma, the sp^ker appealed to the good sense of the people 
there, so that there might be haimonious relations between India and Burma. He 
assured Kenya Indians that the Congress would support them in their demand, so 
also would the Congress support Indians in South Africa. hUx, SatyamurH assured 
the Indian settlers abroad of the full support and sympathy of the Congress 
in their legitimate demands. 

Mr. Jwala Prasad Shukla moved an amendment which he moved in the 
Subjects Committee. The amendment was rejected, and Mr. Satyamurti’s resolution 
was carried with acclamation. 

Pandit Rehru moved a resolution that the next Congress session be held in 
the last week of Decemb^. Babu Rajendra Prasad invited the next Congress to 
Bihar. Normally this ^ould have been settled by the A. I. C. C., but in 
viev of the fact that it might take some time before the A. I. C. C. met, it was 
but proper, he said, that they should give time to the Beception Committee 
to make arrangements. Therdore the ddegates themsdves should take the final 
decision now, witoout waiting for the A. I. 0. C. meeting. * 

Pandit Jawaharlal accepted Babu Bajendra Prasad’s suggestion and requested 
the House to acc^t it The resolution as amended by Babu Rajendra Prasad wad 
unanimously carried. 

The ''Bantto Mataram” yru then sung and the fifty-aecond aeailon of the 
Congnas oonclnded amidst enthuaiaatio scenes. 

ReeolatioiM 

^ The faUowlng an the aathcrised nndon of the nadutioas passed by the 
Oongwae 
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1. Condoleiiee 

This OoDffress ej^presses iU sense of sorrow snd loss at the death of Hanlana 
Shankat Ali, Bir Mohamad Iqbal, Begam Ansari and Bhris K. Raman Meaon, G. 
S. Khaparde, B. Raja Rau, Nathuji Jagtap, Thakar Gulsar Sinha, Rajarm Bhukla» 
Deyi Pra^ Bhukla, K. K. Bhar, Dhauairaj Mahadeo Naik, Abdul Widiid^ Balwant- 
lai r. ThakoTO, Mahesh Prasad Kigam, Pandit Mahabir Prasad Dwivedi, Upendra 
Nath Makheni, Jwala Singh, K. Nageshwar Rau, Rajfd) Ali IVitd, Ghalta Venkat. 
Chataranan Das, Bouchhanidhi Mahanty, Girija Bhushan Dutt, Shrinath Das and 
Pratap Bingh. 


S. Weleome to Egyptian Delegation 

The Ccngresa extends its cordial welcome to the fraternal delegation from the 
Wafd Party ox Elgypt and considers this visit as symbolising the solidarity of the 
movements for freedom in Egypt and India. The Congress sends its greetings to 
the people of £'j;ypt and its earnest wishes for their complete success in achieving 
full freedom. It trusts that the association of the peoples of Egypt and India will 
ever grow closer and more fruitful in the furtherance of world peace and 
freedom. 

8. China 

The Congress sends its greetings to the peoyde of China and its deepest sym- 
nathy in their trial and privations in their struggle agaii.st a ruthless and inhuman 
imperialism. It congratulates them on their heroic resistance. 

The Congress expresses its approval of tlie sending of a medical mission on its 
behidf to the people ot China, and trusts thia mission will continue to receive full 
support so that it may cany on its work of succour eilectively and be a worthy 
syml^l of Indian solidarity with China. 

4. The National Demand 

The Congress has for more than half a century striven for the advancement 
of the people of India and has represented the urge of the Indian people towards 
freedom and self-expression. During the past tVenty years it has engaged itself 
on behalf of the masses of the country in struggle against British Imperialism, aud 
throi]^ the suffering and di8cipl'*'ed sacrifice of the people, it has carrieil the nation 
a long way to the independence tuat is its objective. With tlie growing strength 
of the people, it has adopted itself to a changing and developing situation, and 
while pursuing various programmes, has ever worked for the independence of India 
and the estabUshment of a democratic Btato in the country. Rejecting the Govern- 
ment of India Act and with the full determination to end it, it decided to take 
advantage of the Measure of •provincial autonomy the Act provided, restricted and 
circumscribed as it was, in order to strengthen the national movement and to give 
ga(^ relief to the mosses as was possible 'Under the circumstances. To the Federal 
part of the Act the Congress declared its uncompromising opposition and its deter- 
mination to resist its imixisition. 

llio Congress declares afresh its resolve to achieve independence for the nation 
and to have a constitution framed for a free India through a Constituent Assembly, 
elected by the people on the basis of adult franchise and without any interference 
by a foreign aullioritv. No other constitutions or attempted solutions of the prob- 
lem can be accepted by the IndUn people. 

TIM Congress is of opinion that in view of the sitnation in India, the organised 
strength of the national movement, the remarkable growth of consciousness of the 
masses, the new awakening among the people of the Btates, as well os the rapid de- 
velopment of the world situation, the prindplo of self-dotermiiiation must now bo 
applied to the fullest extent to India so that the people of India might establish 
an independent democratic State by moans of a constituent Assembly. Not only 
the inherent ri^^t and dignity of the people demand this full freedom, but also 
the economic aud other problems which press insistently on the masses, cannot find 
sdntbn nor can India got rid of her poverty and ko^ pace with modmn progress, 
unless her people have full cj^rtunifcios of self-government and growth which in- 
dependence alone can glvai Provincial Autonomy affords no such scope for develop- 
ment and its capadty far good is being rapidly exhausted ; the profiosed Federation 
straogles India still furtak and will not be aoomted. The Congress is therefore 
firmly of opinion that the whole Government of India Act must give place to a 
eonstitation of a free India made by the people themselves. 



-30-12 ms. W ] PBOOBEDINGB AKD BEBOLimONS 


841 


An independent end demoentic Indin will face iiie ndution of her 

leins xaid^y end efl^vely and will line henelf with the pzogteauye peopte A the 
world and Qraa aid the cauee of democracy and freedom. 

With a Tkw to a apeedy realiaation of the OoDgress objective and in order to 
face eftotively the national and international orisea that loom ahead and 
prepare the eonntry for a nation-wide atruggle, this OongreaB calls npon all 
parts of Oie Congress organisation, the Congress Provincial Governments 
and the people generally, to work this end by promoting unity and 
seeking to eUmipate disruptive forces andT conditions whidi lead to commnnal oon- 
iiiots and national disunity by co-ordinating the activities of the Provincial Govem- 
meiita with the work outside the legislatures, and by strengthening the organisatioii 
so as to make it a still more effective organ of the people’s will. 

5. Congress Madilnery 

Inasmuch ss esperience has diown that the working of the Congress machinery 
is often rendered difficult by abuse in the matter of enrolment of members, elec- 
tkms snd otherwise, and as it is urgptly necessary to remove all such defects, the 
Congress authorises the All India Congress Committee to take all steps that nay 
be necessm to attain that end including changes in ConiditiitioD. The AK India 
Congress Committee shall have authority to give immediate effect to oonstUiitloiial 


6. ReafBnnatioB ot Gongma Polley 

In view of the various misunderstandings that have arisen in the CongrM and 
the country on account of the controtrersies in ommection with the Presidential 
election and after, it is desiiable that the Congieas should clarify the position and 
dedaie its general policy. 

This Confess declares its firm adherence to the fundamental poUcies which 
ha*<w governed its programme in the past years under the guidance of Mshatma 
GatMoa and is definitely of opinion that there dionld be no break in thcae pdBdea 
and that they thould continue to govern the Congress Prdgrmme in fntoie. This 
Ooasress emnsses its confidence in the work of the Working Committee wlndi 
funoiooed during the last year and regrets that any asperriona Should have been 
cast against anv of ita memoers. 

In view m the isritical situation that may develop during the oaming year 
and in view of the fact that Mahatma Gandhi alone can lead the Cougreaa and the 
country to victesy during such crisis^ the Congress regards it as imperative that 
ita enctttive should command his implicit confidence and requests the President to 
iqjpulAt the Workuig Committee in accordance with the wishes of GaodldjL 

7. Mesllne 

The Congress has pievioasly dedared its full sympathy with the Andia in 
Fslestiiie in mH etmggic for national fresedmn and thrir fi^t against British Im- 
neriiBsm and has oondenmed the poUey ot the mandatory power in PstlestiDe. 
Bubeeqnent eventa have disdosed the conrinance of a reign A term mainUdncd 
by the firitidi army and pdky in the name of lav and order. The courage^ deter- 
mination and aacnfices made ny the Arabs in the struggle have evoked the edmini- 
rion of the peofde A India who desire to convey to mem again thdr greetingi and 
good wishea lor the complete success in the attainment of their objoetive. 

White sympathising with the plight of the Jews in Etexope imd daewhsea 
the Congxesi dmfiores uat in Palestlue the Jews have rdied on Bntiah amioa 
lOreee toadvanoe their apodal privUeges and thus aligned themsdves on the dde 
A ^ritteh InqperteBon. The Congress tmsts that the Arabs and Jm will 
endeavour to find a biuds lor direct co-operation vrith a view to estsblioiing an 
‘at demoemlfc State in Fdestine with adequate protection of Jewish 


is still being govemd in the 

■lid bureaucratic manner the Conms demands <hat ^dettoeutlo 

form of government be introduced in the province .wittioat eny 

it ^be granted the aame constitutioDal atatus aa other pnovinees 
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of BeM Spain. This nolioy has been one of ddiberate betrayal of democracy, 
repeated breadi of pledges, the ending of the system of collective security and 
co-q[>eration with Mvernmcnts which pre avowed enemies of democracy and freedom. 
As a result of this policy, the world is bmog reduced to a state of intomalionaL 
anarchy where brutal violence triumphs and nourishes unchecked and decides the 
&te ofeiations, and in the name of peace stupendous preparations are being 
made for the most terrible of wars. International morality has sunk so low in 
Central and Sonth-westem Europe that the world has witnessed with horror the 
orgwiaed terrorism of the Nazi Qoverument against people of the Jewish race 
and the continuous bombing from the air by rdiiel forces of cities and civilian 
inhabitants and helpless refugees. 

The Congress dissociates itself entirdy from Britidi fordgn policy which 
has conidstently aided the Fascist Powers and hdped in the destruction of 
dcanocratio countries. The Congress is opposed to imperialism and fascism alike 
and is convinced that world peace and pro^press required the ending of both of 
thesa In the opinion of the Congress, it is urgently necessary for India to 
direct her own foreign policy as an independent nation, thereby keeping aloof 
from both imperialism and fascism, and pursuing her path of peace and freedom. 

10 Indian Btatea 


The Congress welcomes the awakening of the people of the Indian States in 
many parts of the country and considers this as a hopeful prelude to the larger 
freedom, comprising the whole of India, for which the Congress has laboured. 
The Congress 8up]x>rts the demand for responsible government and civil liberty 
in the States and expresses its solidarity with these movements for freedom 
and self-expression, which are integral parts of the larm struggle for the freedom 
of tiie whole country. While appreciating that some Rulers of the States have 
recognised this awakening as a healthy sign of growth and are seeking to adjust 
tiiemsdves to it in (^-operation with weir people, the Congress regrets that some 
o&er Rulers have sought to suppress these movements by banning peaceful and 
legitimate organisations and all political activity and, in some cases, resorting 
to crud and inhuman repression. In particular the Congress deplores the attempt 
of some Rulers to wxk the aid of the British Government in India to sunpress 
^edr own people, and condemns the unwarranted use of military and roiice 
forces lent by tlie British authorities. 

The Con{.ro8s expresses its sympathy 'with the BufTcrings of the growing 
number of Refugees from the various States and trusts that the public will render 
t^era every assistance. 

The whole of India was profoundly stirred by the announcement of an 
indefinite fast by Gnndhiji in order to remedy the breach by the Thakore Bahib 
of Rajkot of the settlement arrived at between him- and his councillors on the one 
band, and Sordur Vallabhbhai Paid, as representing the people, on the other. 
The Congress expresses its gratificatiou at the recent aneement resulting in the 
termination of the fast and trusts that the people <3 Rajkot will have their 
aspirations fulfilled, and further hopes that the Princes of Kathiawar and other 
parts of India will march with the times and, in co-operation with thdr poeple, 
mtroduco responsible government. 


be hrnioured. 

The Congress is of opinion tiift the resolution of the Haripura session of 
the Congress, relating to the States, has answered the expectations raised by it 
and him justified itself by encouraging the people of the States to organise themsel- 
ves and conduct thdr own movements for freedom. The Haripura policy was 
conceived in the bast iutercsts of the poeple in order to enable them to develop 
sdf^iance and strength. This policy was dictated by circumstances and by a 
lecognitidn of the timitations inherent in the circumstanoea. but it was nev^ 
Goneelved as an oblimti^. The Congresa baa always ppaaessad the right, aa it is 
its du^, to guide Rw neoide of the States and Imd them its inflaeiioe. The 
great awakening that; li laldiig idaoe among the people of the States may lead to 
a relaxation or to a coeaideto r^ reatziunt which the CongieM imposed 

upon itsdf, IhiM raidlite in ip ever inciee^ identification of tiie Congress 
with the States’ people. The Woridug Committee is authorised to issue instruc- 
tions in this behalf Irm time to time as occasion arises. 
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, OcMgwM d^m to leltente that its objective, ctunitlete {odmendence; 

is tor the w^e of Indi^ inclusive of the Btetes which are integral parts ot 
^ nnot be separated, and which must have the same mcasuxe 
of political, social, economic and religious freedom as the rest of India. 

11. Indians Overseas 

This Gonnress notes with grave concam and anxiety the rapidly deteriorating 
position of Indians overseas, specially ttiuntries within the so-called Britiw 
Commemw^th of Nations and extends its sympathy and support to all Indian 
nationals iwroad in their ]ust struggle for the assa’tion of their legitimate rights, 
mlitical, cwic and economic. This Congress notes with particular anxiety the 
wnger to Indian life and property in Burma, the hostile attitude towards Indians 
rcMrvation of the Kenya Highlands to Europeans to the exclusion 
of Indies and tme attempt to segregate and pass unjust laws against Indians in 
^uth Afneo. This Congress expresses its opinion that only a free and indepen- 
dent India can effccUvoly help its nationals abroad. In the meantime, t^ 
Congrras calls upon the people of this country to do eveiything in their power to 
help the cause of Indians overseas. 

12. Next Congress 

Bcsolved that the next session of the Congress be held in Bihar during the 
last week of December of this year. 


THE ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE 

Tripuri— 7th. Mareh to 8th. March 1989 

A meeting of the A. I. 0. C. was held in the Subjects Committee 
Pandal at Tripuri on March 7, 1930 at 4-30 P. M, Maulana Abul Kalum Asad 
presided in the absence of Shri bubhas Chandra Bose owing to illness. 

Minutes 

The minutes of the last meeting of the A* I. C. C. held at Delhi iu Septem- 
ber last were confirmed. 


Accounts and Report 

Acharya Kripalani, though he had resigned from tlic membership of the 
Working Committee as also from the Ocncral Sec^rctarysliip of tlic Congress, was, 
in view of siiecial circumstance, asked by the rrcsidciit to submit the audited 
accounts and the Bcixirt to the A. I. C. C. The audited accounts were passed. 
The Annual Ueport was placed before the Committee. Some members of the 
C^nmlttm asked for time to peruse and consider the Bei)ort before adopting it 
The Ibrosident agreed and adjourned the meeting. 

^hri Subhaa Chandra Boae presided at the second meeting of the A. I. C. C. 
hdd on Blareh 8, in the Subjects Committee Pandal. The 41cueral Secretaiy’s 
Import was taken up for consideration. A member of the house. sought clarification 
of the point whether the Secretary's Eoport could be adopted witliout its beinjg 
first approved of by the Working Committee. 'Jlio General Secretary’s Report is 
ordinarily approved of by the Working Committee before being placed before the 
A. I. 0. C. The last meeting of the Wormng Committee held at Wardha cou)d 
not transact any business owing to the sudden illness of the President. Tlie 
rmidont ruled that the constitution did not make it obligatory for the Waking 
Committee to first approve of tlie rcijort formally before its being ploceii before 
the A. I. C. 0. Shri K. F. Nariman moved that the Rei)ort be formally recorded 
instead of being adopted. Shri J. B, Kripalani objected saying tliat this was 
{J2®trary to the usuiu practice. It must bo either adopUxl or thrown out. 
Inoreuiion the A. I. C. 0. unanimously adopted the Report. 

Shri O. B. Pant’s Resolution 

Chvind Ballabh Pant and about ICO other members of the A. I. 0. 0. 
gave formal notice to the President of thdr intention to move the foUowing 
rcsolutton at tlie meeting of the A. I C. C. , , ^ . 

In view of various misunderstandiiigs that have arisen m the •?*} 
wie .country on account of the controversies in coimocUon with the Presicmw 
®{9^ipn and after, it is desirable that the All India Congress Committee should 
clarify the pontion and declare its genml policy. 
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The CoramittM declara ita Arm adheranee to the fundamentul iKilid«B,of 
Gonimw which have Governed its profcramme in the past yean under the guidance 
of Mahatma Gandhi and is definitely of ‘Opinimi that there ii^iiouid be no break 
in tiieae poUcies and that they should continue to govern the Ckibg^ prQsswme 
in future. The Committee express its confidencre in the work of the Working 
Committee which functioned dunng the last year and deplores that anv aspendOns 
should have been cast against any of its memben. 

Iir view of the critical situation that may devdop during the coming year 
and in vietr of the fact that Mahatma Gandhi alone can lead the Congress and 
the oountrv to victory during such crisis^ the Committee regards it as imperative 
that the Congress Executive shoiud comn.aQd his implicit confidence and request 
the President to nonuuate the Working Committee in accordance with the wishes 
of Oandhiji.*’ 

The President expressed the opinion tnat there is nothing in the Congress 
eoQStitution or past oroctice which allowed him to place such a resolution before 
the A. I. C. C. mee ing. He however in^dtod opinion on the subject before giving 
hia final ruling. 

The discussion that followed revealed a dive^ence of qnnion. Bhri Govind 
Ballabh Pant and others exiiressed the view that an important resolution such as 
the one given notice of by a majority of the A. 1. C. C. members should not be 
ruled out ol order owing to some technical objection. Bo far as he could see 
there was not even any technical bar to '^he admission of such a resolution. Shiis 
'Boiat Chandra Bose, K. F. Nariman, M. b. Aney and others thought otherwise 
and expressed the opinion that the A. I. C. C. was not competent to disease the 
naolatioD. Furthermore the delegates w uld be defrauded of thdr right to 
cepyidff and pass thdr verdict on the vital issues raised in the resolution. 

The President ruled that the Resolution could not be discussed by the 
A. I. C. 0. He however expressed readiness to have the matter oonsklerea by 
ths Boljeota Committee. 


Rsykok and GaadliUi’i Fast 


In m i»reinoas Isaue of the Bulletin we have recorded the drcumstancee in 
whb^ the struggle was resumed by the people of Bajkot It was a grim and 
atrugitia The State authorities resorted to inhuman repreasion to reduce 
tim outfi^^d peoifie to tame submission^ Gandhiji and Shn Vallabhbhai Paid 
ne r ve d dttly wnes dioat hunger atikee in Ba|kot over the barbarous , treatment 
of odaoiien and others in villages. Gandhiji put himself in tdegraphie com- 
with the Bmkot authoriucs to ascertain the truth of the reports he 
leee b e d of growing terrorism and frightfulness. The tdegmphio oorrespondenoe 
gate him no satialhctioD. He dedded to go to Bajkot himeeu and make a first 
niiid atiidy of the situation, 

CUmakifi imcM Bajkot on the 2fith. February. Full ladlities were given by 
the Bajkot anthoritica to Gandhiji for cairying on nis investigations of the ailegea 
atoomea on at the State. He visited jails and interviewed witii prisoners, 

fle vidted the Tfflagei and heurd from village-folk the tales of their sofibringB. 
Ho had prokmea tatka with Thakore Bi&h ^e Rodent and the oIRdali el the 
State; Alter he Sad dosdy inveatigated the aituation he wrote a letter to the 
Htthofe Behib in which he made a few suggestions for lestorina and implemeBting 
the ACrMseBt arrived at between him and his coundllm ana Bardar vallabhiibai 
Bitv The Thdcjre Bdiib was also intimated that if the suggestiims were not 
■eaepted hy him before noon of the 3rd. March he (Gandht^iyiroukl undertriee a 
SaiiiSch would eontinuo iiU tikat accepts^ 


. The fkahora BaUl^ in imily rdected the suggestions aa in hia tminioii they 
wen not in apeordsnes witii the origint agreement. He also argued that it was 
not PDiiiMe loir hiaa to Svest himtelf ol his sole and final respondbUity to 
Oia perao n nd of the Committee and the measure mid manner of the 
setoins to bs tateoduoed. GandhlM characterised the reply of tiie Thakore Bahib as 
adfiteg tol te dm The ThiSoie Bddb divested himself of a large meaaure ol 
MptolliBitf ifhen Id dm following note to the Biodar : TAgreed seven 
assmbm at to DsilM in Clause 2 of dis auli annoaneesoent of 

this dbte ate ter ti aatemaMs^ by Brndar Pdd and they are to be nominated 
hfm* 
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fnton. TlMooauMttw mtmUt owiASamta fha Waltag poiB> 

t^ssn1s sa’safsa 

‘ Icqif dii^ itbo jmx mnA ia of iMt •QaiX Malw y tatta Qan^ 

j le«4 ^ Oon^pm and dui ooBatry to idoloi^ dadag taoli^ oiiiii, tlia 
vmm ii u impendva Hn^ the CoagreM Bimtive Aoiild ooaaMid 
hi^ll^t Bonddenoe and laqneeta tbe Pnddeat to ttomiojde the Woddag Coin- 


ead^ted ua to dadfy our ideas and dewpoints, Imt did net hring us to a seftdemant 
Vnien i realised that oorrespondenoe liad proved ineffoc^, I wanted to ssaka a 
eibft to meet Mi^tmaii at Delhi— but that elKwt also Idled. 

Afar Biahatmaji*e arrival in Gdcntta we Imve had fnolonged eonveraatioiis, 
but antetnnatdy they did not lead to any solution. MBliat£^]i*s advice to me ia 
that 1 should myself form a Working Oomrnittee leaving out the , members who 
resigned fonn the previous Worldiig Committee. This advice 1 cannot give effect 
to for eeveral reasons. To mention two of the prindpel res 80 D^ 1 may say that 
•ueh a st^ would be ebhtraiy to the directions in !rhnt}i*B resoliition. whicm pro- 
vides *HnUr alia** that Uie Working Committee should biB formed in aecordanoe 
with the wishes of Gandhiji and idioold command his implicit confidence. If I 
formed such a committee as advised above, I would not be able to report to you 
that the Committee commanded his implicit confidence. 

Moreover, my own conviction is that in view of the eritiieal times Uiat are 
aheiul (d us iu India* and abroad, we should have a composite Cabinet commanding 
the confiidenM of the. largest numbw of Congressmen possible, reflecting the oom- 
positiog of the genera! body of the Congress. 

: 3iiioe I could not implemm^t Mahatmaji's advice, I could only repeat my re- 
quest hS Should Idndly shoulder the responsibili^ vested in him by the Tripuri 
Oongfeiw and iiominhte the Working Committee. And I told him that whatever 
Committee he appointed would be binding oh me, since it was my determinati(Hi 
to imj^ement Pimtii’s resolution. 

iJnfortunatdy for us Mahatmaji felt unable to nominate the Working Committee. 

^ a. last , step, I tried my best to amve at an informal solution of the above 
TOoUein. Midiatmaji told me that the prominent members of the previous Working 
Gmnmittee and myself should put our heads together and see if we eouM arrive at 
an agraemedi 1 concurred and we mvde that attempt! If we had sucoeeded in 
combtt to a settlement, we would then have come up before, the A. I. C. C. for 
formaf ratification of out informal agreement Unfortunately though we spent 
sefCrsl houxi in discussing the matter we could not arrive at a settlement I have 
therefore to ^ you with deep regret that 1 dsi unable to anhounoe Ihe per- 
souhel of the new Working Committee. 

I have been npndeiiiig deeidy as to what I could do to help the A. I. C. 0. 
in solvihg the. problem that u now placed before it 1 feel that my pxceence as 
I^re^dent at thu junctkire may pm be a sovt of obstacle OThandkap ui its path^ 
For inSthnc^ the A, 1. Oir O. may leel inclined to appoint a Worl^ Omnmittee 
in wlueh I shfdl be a misut. 1 £e& further, that it may possibly be eaner for the 
A. I.*^*C. to iUttle the matter, if it can have a new Prwsideiit After mature deli- 
betbmK tmd in an entirdy hdpfol spirit 1 am plsdng my gesignation 

in your 

The time at my disposal has beeh very short and hence 1 could pimwe only 
a biM;dilsim nevertheless this brief statement will, I hope, succeed in cldriiy* 

IW'W lifffr rtaud s. ** 

6htl BdAtih Otoidta Bose requested Bhrimati Saroiini Naidu, *th6 senior- 
most tf-FmsIteti present to take the chair of the Committee and regulate the 
pmeel^pC^m^ 

; A|h^^Ah^ ^ Devi took the dudr, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru placed 

beim^tW. House .pMoAtioR that Bhrt Bubhas .Chandra Bose bt nnuested to 
wiffioniw his tea^ dominate afrceh the old Working Cominit^ 

whidi fdnotioiisd ih HK BM Jawaharlal Nehru explained that oonsidnring the 
extsmiil and totmil sllus^ of the conn^ it was imperative that a way out must 
lie, loiihd to sM tts eoi^^ xated by wi Psiitfs resolution pas s^ at Tdpuil 
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and that the propOBition he put before the House was such as would command the 
Ijvg^t mmure of common agreement As for the infonon of iresh blood in the 
Working ^mmittee he explained that two old members of the Committee ^ria 
Jamnalal Baja] and Jairamdas Doulatram will be soon resuming their seats on the 
Committee for rMsons of health. This would malde Shri Bose to nominate in con- 
sultation with his colleagues two new members tom other groups thus addi^ fre^ 
blo 9 d to the Committee. Shri Nehru mnted (minion on his propositibh. The pro- 
position was supported b^r Shri Raft Ahm^ Ktdwai and Shri Jaiprakaah Narayan. 
There were however certain amendments saved by the members. 


the members. 


The discussion was not concluded when the sitting was adjourned for the day. 

The A. 1. C. C. meeting reassembled the next day; April SO, ISSS. shri 
Jawaharlal Nehru mode a statement that the proposition he had put forward the 
previous day was with a view to tend controversy and not to Impose a Working 
Ck>mmittee on Shri Bose, as was made out by some of the speakers on the Besolu- 
tions in the comments in the local press. That was very far tom his intention. He 
also thought it was no use debating the proposition if it did not meet with the 
approval Shri Subhas Chandra Bose. He therefore requested a definite reply tom 
Bhri Subhas Chandra Bose whether the proposition met with his approval and as a 
consequence he was prepared to withdraw his resignation. 

In rq>ly Shri Bo$e made the following statement 


Shri Bose’s Statement 

'*The resolution that is now before the House is one with which I am vitally 
concerned and it would perhaps help the discussion if I could indicate my reaction 
to it. I feel greatly honoured that Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru should move a resolu- 
tion requesting me to withdraw my resignation. But when I have not tendered my 
resignation in a light-hearted manner, I should ponder deeply before coming to a 
decision. So I f/elcomed the adjournment of the debate last evening. 

This resolution is in effect identical with the suggestion m^c informally by 
Mahatma Gandhi and others during my converstitions with some members of the 
previous Working Committee. Ordinarily Mahatmaji’s word is law to me but wliere 
principles are involved, I sometimes feel unable to accept his advice or suggestion, 
t When unfortunately Mahal ma Gandhi has not found it possiblls to help us by 
nominating the Working Committee should we attempt to solve the problem without 
reference to the Congress constitution ? I leave it to you, friends, . to ads^er the 
question. 

1 shall now come to the practical aspect of the question. Judging torn this 
point of view, the main question is, what sort of Cabinet is needed nbw add for thr 
next few months ? 

Last year at Haripura I made three changes in the personnel of the 
Cabinet. My own view definitely is that there should be an inclusion of frew blood 
every year. To ensure continuity of policy, the majority of the old members may 
remain. But in a vast country like India, the highest executive bf the Congress 
should not be made the close preserve of a group of individuals. A change riioiild 
therefore be made eveiy year under n wmal circumstances. 

Now What about an emergency like the present one.' Tou know that eveb in 
countries like Great Britain, where there are well-defined political partiCB, a war- 
crisis or a national emergency breaks down political barriers and brings on the saihe 
Committee people who normally regard themselves as deadly opponents. And in 
Continental countries like France, composite Cabinets are the order of the day. Are 
we less partriotic than Britishers or Frenchmen that we cannot do what they can ? 
1 refuse to think that we are so inferior to them in quality. 

If we want a strong Cabinet with a dynamic urge it is necessary for ns to put 
representatives of different (hades of opinion in the Congress, giving the majority to 
those who will ensure continuity of poli(^. If we do not allow this inclusion of 
fresh blood the Cabinet will lose in power and potency. If in coontries like Great 
BiitaL it is necessary to do away with party Cabinets in times of war-crisis and 
substitute "national Cabinets’', do we not feel the same necessity here t 

It may be argued that such composite Cabinets will be too.^ heterageneDns to 
function properly. But su(h an apprdeasion is unfound^ With* a the A. I, C. C. 
or within the Congress there are diferent shades of opioion* But do we not have a 
Jew measure of agreemmt among ourselves ? Are we not sUjif m anti-impem* 
4»t8 who Moept the present Cons&tuUi^ creed and policy of the Congress f Aie 
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ill CbngraMmen hornogeDecms in th|i unne, via-a-TiB the irorld outaide t I nm 
ifiaid. thit we eometimeB dye a too narrow meaning to the word homogeneity. 

Let Hi face the fact ida% the Oongreaa has changed its compoaition to some 
detent since 1921. The change should be reflected in the composition of the Working 
Oommittee ilsoi so that that Oommittee may be truly representatiye of, the genenu 
body of the Congress. Further, we should not forget the latent implications of the 
noting at m last Presidential deotion. Shall we not move wivii the times, see the 
writi^ on the wall and adjust ourselves to it ? 

I do not know exactly the mind of the A. I. G. 0. to-day, but I respectfully 
snbmit that if you desire that I diould continue as Presideat you should be good 
enough to show some consideration for the views indicated above. If, however, you 
think otherwise you should kindly release me from the responsibility of President- 
ship. Seri<m ana critical times are ahead of us. We must pool our resources and 
puu our imoHe Weight if we are to emerge triumphant out of the external crisis that 
IS fast over^ng us. To this arduous task I shall contribute my humble mite. 
What does it matter if I am* not in Ihe Presidential Chair ? My services will be 
always at the disposal of the Congress and of the country for what they are worth. 
I claim to have suffident patriotism and sufficient sense of discii)line to be able to 
work as an ordinary soldier in this great fi^t for India’s political and economic 
emancipation.” 

Toe Cniairwoman ShrimaH Naidu after he bad flnished made an appeal to Shri 
Bose to accept the proposition of Sri Jawaharlal. She 6xi>lain6d how two seats 
woidd be available for mfusion of fresh blood in the Committee. She also thought 
that with' mut ial goodwill some other changes may be made in the composition 
of the Committee in the near future. She requested the President to inform the 
House of his definite opinion in the light of Bhri Nehru’s assurances and her appeal. 

Replying to Jawaharlal’s statement and Shrimati Naidu’s appeal, Shri 
Subhan Boae said: 

**10 the statement which I have just made before the House I thought I 
made my position perfectly clear. I have nothing to add to what I have stated 
therein. As to my attitude on the question of resignatioiK as I submitted at 
the very beginning, I submitted my resignution In an entirely helpful spirit If 
you asK me here and now to give my final reply, as the President had asked 
me to do, 1 can say this that my final r^ly c-an only depend on the form of the 
rescdutlou to be adwted by the A, I. C. C. At this stage I do not know what 
leadlatum will be adopted by the A. I. C.' C. and until I know 2iat, it Is 
impossible for me to give a final reply.” 

This reply was considered by the Chairwoman and Shri Jawaharlal as too 
vague. The Utter therefore sought leave of the House to withdraw his Resolution. 
Permission Was granted by the House and the proposition was withdrawn. 

Thereafter the Chairwoman pointed to ^e House that as Shri 8. C, Boae had 
rrfuaed to withdraw his resignation by rejecting Bhri JawaharlaPs proposition the 
House should proceed to elect a new President. At this stage a point of order 
was raised that me resignation of the President had not yet been ac^ted by the 
hottiia Shrimati Naidu . teplied : *The President has told yon that he has not 
Ik^bheartedly tendered his resignation. The resignation^atands there. The A. I. 
CTO. eannot DO without a President. Therefore you have got to elect a new 
President.” She theii read out article X of the Congress Constitution. However, 
at fl^iuMge Shri Niharendu Butt JBazumdar sought and obtained permission of 
tile emir to move a resolution to the effect that in vinv of the assurances dven 
by Pandit Jawaharlal Nchni and Shd Sorojini Naidu and in view of his 
cGin^t^jn of mind as evinced in his statement this House iicquests the President 
to withdraw hU rcftignation^ Some speeches were made for and against it. Shri 
8» Q. Boae, bbwevir, requested the mover to withdraw the resolution which he did. 

Mfe< fiTafAk: .tiM that the House do proceed .with the election of the 
new PMdenA Nariman at this stage raised a point of order that as 

the Pfeildeut had beoa elected by the generti body of the ddegates, the A. I. C. G. 
WM not oompetimt A new Ttea^cimU 

Tim jbedsi to by Shri Bhulabhai Beaai who read the pro- 

vUiott Ind down U dniw X (viiib which says that *in the event of an emeigmcy 
anting by tmaoa Of aj^ eause sutii as death or resignation of the President dected 
as above the General Secretary slmll forthwith fix a date for a fresh election by the 
dtiegates as loeicribed above. In ease such procedure is found not possible the All 
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India Congress Committee shall elect the President.** He lulded that if this was 
not sufficient, the House could also proceed to elect the President in terms of Art 
XII (b), whi^ sa^ that “T^e A. I. C. C. shall carry out the programme of wmrk 
laid down by tlm C^ng^ss from session to session and deal with the new matters, 
that may anse during its term of office.” To prove that an emergency existed 
Bhri B. Desai pointed out that the Congress organisation at the. time was 
without a President, the Working Committee or the General Secretary. 

When Bhri Bhulabhai had finished, > #hri Suhkaa Bom got up and sud that it 
was not true to say that there was no tutting General Secretary. There was the 
acting General Secretary, whom he had appointed and that the office machinery was 
competent to call the meeting of all the delegates for the purpose of electing the 
new President. The Cliair however ruled that there was no General Secretary in 
terms of the Congress Cyonstitution, that an emergency existed and the House was 
competent to clei*t a new l^rcsidcnt for the remaining portion of the year. 

Dr. Choithrnm Oidwani thcrcii))on moved that Babu Rajendra Prasad be 
dected as President of the A. I. C. 0. for the remaining period of the year. Babu 
Mohanlal Sakacua soeondod the Resolution. The Resolution was voted upon and 
declared carried. 

Bhri Rajendra Prasad then took the chair and made the following speech 
amidst interruptions made from a scedion of Bengali visitors. 

“Frionds, 1 have been called to discharge the onerous duty of the President 
hy the All India (bngress C\mimit.(cc. During rlie last few days that we have 
b^n here we have Ik«ii discaissing and considering tlic grave problem before ua 
and 1 have not felt happy at all at what has happened. Considering the situation 
that eonfionts the country, the internal position of the Congress itself and various 
other factors which wc have to face, it is not a bed of vosos on whu^h you, friends, 
have called on me to sit. T liave realised more than anyhmiy else the difficulties, 
the trials and tribulations which await anyone in tliesc circumstances who is called 
upon to hold the office of the President of Uic Congress. It has, therefore, been not 
a pleasure to me to accept your mandate. 

^We have a]i))cale<l to Bj. Hiibhas Chandra Bose to continue to shoulder the 
burden of the offic'e of the J^'csident. 1 rccpiested and im)>lored him to form a 
Working Committee of his own liking, composed of people who shared his views in 
entirety, and wc were prepared to go with him as far as i ossiblc. I assured him 
further tliat if he did that, I would not for myself-- and if 1 may sj eak for others, 
they also would not stand in his way and there would be absolutely no obstruction. 
But unfortunately he could not see eye to eye with me and he thouglit that in the 
circumstances the best course for him was to resign. I am really sorry for that. 
It is with a sense of duty and doing my little bit for the country that I am here 
tO’day. 1 did not c^vet the Presidentship. * 

^'Considering the circumstaiuM's in which wc arc sitiiatetl to-day, I would im- 
plore you, all members of the A. I. C. C.. to extend to me your indulgence and 
your good-will. It is difficult for any l^i’csidcnt to achieve anything without the 
help and co-operation of all. The diiliculties of the IVcsidcnt under the situation 
like the present one have been doubled. AVithout your co-o]>eration, good-will and 
help it would be imiKissible for me to do anything. When you received tlie declaratioa 
of my election with cheers, that did not make me elated ; on the other hand 1 was 
overwhelmed with a sense of responsibility. I hope that the snpiHirt of all members, 
whatever their vievrs, whatever their differences will be given to me. It is in that 
coufidcnce and hope that I appeal to you to give me your help. 

*T see hero that some friends are displeased with what has happened. They 
have every right to lie disjtlcnscd. and I have no quarrel with them. I have been 
enlied to this onerous iiositioii by the All India Congress Committee. If at any 
moment I fed that I am not wanted or ^ere is any indication of your wish that 
I should not be in this ]) 08 t, I shall obey you, as I am obeying you now when yon 
have called me to this office. 1 have also said that it would be my duty to 
give effect to the resolutions which have been passed by the Congress 

to the best of my ability, and 1 think it is also the duty of every member 

And I have not tne least doubt that they will discharge their duty as wdL 

Wc do not have to lay down any new policy just at the present moment The 

policy is there. It has been laid down by the Congress. Wc have to devise ways 
and means for giving effei*! to it, and I am hoping that in devising ways and 
means we shall be all united and wc shall have co-qperation amongst eadi other. 

The meethig was adjourned for the day. 
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Tlic third sitting of the A« I. C. G. was hdd on the 1st llay, with Baba 
Rajendra Rrasad in the Chair. Oi)ening the proceedings Babu Rajendra Prasad addres- 
sed the Honse and observed that before the busiress of the day started he wanted to 
make certain observations. Yesterday he explained to them the circumstances under 
which he had to accept the responsibility and also made it clear that the moment 
&ey disapproved ho would vacate. He rearetted that Subhas Babu did not find 
it possible to witlidraw his resignation. But since it has happ^ed there was no 
use lamenting it. He wanted to congratulate Sjt. Bose for the sincerity with which 
he tried to find out a solution of the present tangle. 

In the lives of such individuals such occasions (fid occur and they had to 
be faced. He derived greal satisfaction from the fact that Ghri Bose had promised 
to give his fullest support He, on his part, would try his b^t to utilize Subhas 
Bobu’s services and his talents for the good of the country. He added that after 
a great deal of ddiberation,^ he had come to the decision that the old Working 
Committee should continue. It was, however, regrettable that Bhri Bose did not see 
his way to 8er\'e on the Committee. Ft. Nehru also had declined, but, at the same 
time, he too had given an assurance of his fullest support and he in return assured 
Pt Nehru that he (Shri Rajendra Prasad) would avail of evc^ opportunity of uti- 
lizing Pt. Nehru’s services and give due weight to his suggestions. He then referred 
to the change made in the Working Committee, that is, the inclusion of Dr. B. C. 
Roy and Dr. IVofulla Chandra Ghosh. He added that the remaining one seat will 
be filled later. Continuing he said that the A. I. 0. C. was meeting under difficult 
circumstances and therefore he suggested that after passing a few resolutions of a 
non-controversial nature the Committee should adjourn so that the Working Committee 
might have time to consider the situation and chalk out the future programme. He 
also said that the next meeting of the A. I. C. C. would be held in about a month’s 
time to afford l^e House opportunity to give its decision on important issues. 

Reviewing the rcsolntions to be placed before the meeting, he ssud that one of 
them was about the war. It was true that the Tripuri Congress passed a resolution on 
this subject but as the matter was very imi)ortant it was necessary that the attitude 
of the Congress should be reiterated, llic recent changes made in the Gkivcrnmcut 
of India Act also indicated tliat the question had become very important and its 
consideration could not be postponed. Other questions were those relating to the 
organisational aspect of the Congress and matters which the African delegation had 
represented. These were some of the matters which the A. 1. C. C. had to consider 
before it adjourned. 

Personnel of the Working Committee 

The President then announced the following personnel of the new Working 
Committee : — 

Maulana Ahul Kalam Azad^ Shrimati Sarojini Naid'^i, Sardar Vallahhbhai 
Patel^ Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, Seth Jamnalnl Bajaj (Treasurer), Dr. Pattabh* 
Bitaramayya, Shris Jaitamdaa Voulatram, J, B, Kripalani (General Secretary), 
Bhulabhai, J. J^sai, Shankerrao Deo, Harekrishna Sfehtab, Dr. B, C. Boy, Dr. 
Profulla Chandra Ghosh, 

A Protest 

After the President hod finished, Shri K, F, Nariman sought and obtained tlie 
permission of the Chair to read out to the House a protest from some 28 members 
of the A. I. C. C. against the alleged illegality of the A. I. C. C. proceedings in 
eonnoction with the election of the now President. 

^Resolntlons 

The following resolutions recommended by the Working Committee were then 
passed;— 

Condolenoo 

This Committee ploees cm record its deep sense of loss at the death of Byts. 
Birendra Chandra MaounMlar M,L. A, and Manoroiijan Banciii, two veteran Congress 
workera and others as » xeeult of the railway disaster at Majdia. 

t. War Doogir aad Ameiidmeirt of Tha India Asl 

In view of the imntinent danger of international war, the A. I. C. C, r^utiuds 
the country and all othem oonoerned of the national policy in regard to war wnicn 
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the bas oto piroclaiiiied. This pdlief will be etrietly adhered to aiiil the 

CoQgresB ia^^tormined to oppose all atUmpta to ^poee a war oa In<Uiui xesourcea 
in a war without the consoat of the Indian people* 

The Oommlttee has noted with disapproval the despateh of a small body of 
Indian troops towards Aden as thia oam nnij mmn their employment for firiti^ 
imperialist purposes. k/ 

The Committen in particular, recoxie ihi eomplete dlsapprovid of the attemht 
being made by the British Gknrernment to amend the Oovernment of India Aot witti 
a view to conceutraling all power, in the event of a war emergency, in the hands 
of the Central Oovernment which functions completely as an agent of British 
Imperialism. While the Congress is not interested as a rule in amendments to the 
India Aot and has worked for the whcde Act to be ended, it cannot tolerate an 
amendment which strikes at the very basis of Provin^^ Autonomy and reducea it 
to a farce in case of war : which in effect creates a war dictatorship of the Ooitrsl 
Oovernment in India, and which makes Provincial Oovernments hmpless agents of 
Imperialism. Any attempt to impose such an amendment on India must And will 
be resisted in every way open to the Congress. Provincial Oovernments are warned 
to bo rea^ to carry out the policy in tuis respect as may be determined by the 
A. I. C. C. or the Working Committee as the case may be. 

8. Reform in the Congress Madiinery 

In pursuance of the resolution passed at the Tripuri Session of the Congress 
regarding reform in the Congress mac^lunery the A. 1. C. C. appoints a Committee 
consisting of the President, Shris Jawaharlal Nehru, B. ^Pattabhi SitaramayyiL 
Narcndra Doo and J. B. Kripnlani to recommend measures for the purification m 
the Congress in terms of the Congress Besointion. 

4. Bengal Political Prisoners 

This meeting of the A. I. C. C. while appreciating the strenuous efforts 
made by Maliatma Gandhi to secure the release of ix>Utical prisoners in Bengid, 
notes with regret the failure of the negotiations between Gandhijl and the Huq 
Ministry on the matter. 

The time during which Gandhiji expected to secure the release of all political 
prisoners is over. In view of the stiff and callous attitude of the Bengal Imnistry 
and the policy adopted by it, the release of tho long-term prisoners has become 
almost a hopeless question. 

In the opinion of the A. I. C. C. there is no longer any justification to 
detain the prisoners in jail who have been convicted during an emergency period 
mostly under special powers and especially so, when the prisoners have openly 
expressed their aversion to terrorism. 

This meeting of tlie A. I. C. C. therefore, resolves to make the rdease 
of these prisoners a vital all India issue and instructs the Working Committee to 
fix all India Political Prisoners Day and to direct the Congress Committee to 
begin a vigorous agitation for the irameditate uB<M>nditional release of all political 
pr^ners. Simila^y an agitation should be carried on regarding release of politicsl 
prisoners in the Punjab aisa 


5. Kenya HlgMaiids 

The All India Congress Committee notes with grave concern the promulgation 
of an Order-in-Council regarding reservation of highlands in Kenya for Europeans 
which is a violation of all announcements and assurances by the oocretary of State 
for colonies and the Government of India, and perpetuates the policy of racial 
discrimination and is an insult to Indio. 

The All India Congress Committee also places on record its opinion that 
the Qovernxueiii of India have failed to do their du^ by the Indians in Kenya. 
The All India Congress Committee is further of opinion that situation in Kenya 
cannot be met by eflfbrts on the part of the Government of India and requests 
the Working Committee to take necessary steps in this briudf. 

NOTES (1) The Raikst Tingle 

The fast of our bulletin' rccored the circumstances in which Gaiidhi|i 
broke his Bmkot fast As soon as he had sufficiently recovered he proceeded lo 
Drihi to di^ss matters with the Viceroy. There were several prolonged conversa- 
tioDB. The Baikot dispute was referred to Sir Maurice Gwyer for ajtoitrution and 
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term! of refarenoe lettied in oooittltation with Bhrit V. Patel and Virwala. After 
an ezhaastive ezamination of the diepatei Sir Manrloe Owyer announced hie 
award. He uf^eld in its entirety the interpretation of Bhri Vailabhbhai Fhtd of 
i&e Bajkot Durbar notification NO. CO dated December the fifith, and the 

note eent by His HighneM the Thakoie Sahib to Baxdar Patd on the same 
di^ Sir liaarioe adiudged that the true construction of each document is that 
the Thatoe Sahib undertakes to appoint the persons whom Mr. V. Fatd may 
recommend and that he does not reserve to himself any discretion to reject those 
whom he does not approve. The award having been announced it now remained 
lor the Thakoie Sahio to implement it. After the announcement of the award 
(^dldji had a fresh series of conversations with the Viceroy. He then proceeded 
back to Bajkot to see that the award was implemented and obstacles artificial or 
otherwise removed. It may be remembered in this eonneotion that beh}re the 
xefetenee of the dispute to the Chief Justice, the Thakere Sahib had, for reasons 
into whioh we need not go her& given promise of reservation of seats on the 
Oom^ttee lor the Muslims and fihayats of the State. Neither the notification 
nor the award of Sir Maurice provided for separate representation of these 
interests. However, a furious agitation at the instance of the authorities, for 
communal and sectional representation on the Committee, was started and this 
crwtfld an atmosphere in which the smooth working out of the Durbar’s notification 
in terms of Sir Maurice award was well nigh impossible. Gandhiii therefore 

an attempt to redeem in some form the promise given by tne Thakore 

to the spokesmen of the Muslims and Bhayats, consistently with the purpose 
for whi<di he had fasted. He suggested to the Thakore Sahib the enlawement 
of the Committee in order to make possible aoiarate representations of these 
special interests, care being taken that a majority, be it a majority of one only, 
ispreserved for the Parished which alone had fought and struggled fi>r the rights 
of the people. 

The proposal was turned down by the Thakore Sahib as being inconsistent 
with the award. Qandhiji replied that with mutual agreement such modifications 
of the notification were possiblA and that the awiid did not at all stand in the 
way. When this obvious way out was barred by the unreasonable attitude of the 
Tliatoro Bi^ib and his adviser, Gondhiji had to apply his mind to exploring other 
avenues. He had prolonged and strenuous consultations with the representatives 
of the Muslims ana Bhayats for evolving a mutually acceptable formula. Gandhiji 
put it to them that they could be Sardar’s nominees on the Committee if they 
agreed to work with the Parished nominees m a team ; otherwise if they disagreed 
in vital matters and the communal representatives sided with the official block on 
the Committee the very purpose of the Committee would be frustrated and the 
ffrim and protracted straggle which the Parished had gone through would be 
Stif-stultifte^ An alternative position for them was to press their communal and 
sectionfd claims and leave the essential task of oonstitution making to the 
Pariidied lepresentatives. Nrither of these alternatives however proved acceptable 
to the Muriims and Bhayats and they elected to keep out m the 
Committee. The negotiations having fsllen through Gandhiji had no option left 
but to send the names of seven Parished nominees of Ssidor V. Patrif to the 
fThfikore Bahib. He idso requested that the labour of the Committee be finished 
by some specified time. Bhri Virwala replied asking for proofs that the six 
nominees were the subjects of the Stat^ The reply gave a deep shock to 

Gandhiji. If this was the spirit in which the Owyer award was going to be 

liQplo^Mted there would be no end to obstructions and delays. 

<01 the seven namea proposed for the Committee three were accepted by 
the State itself lor the Reform Committee announced by it in January. There 
ooiifid be^ on the fmse of it, no posribillty of any doubt fis to thmr being 

State iuldects. Then again the State owed it to itodf and the public that it 
dioald some idS of ^ objection it had to the Sardar’s representatives 

bmntt otmsideied as Btete subjects. Nothing of the kind, was done. Gandhiji 
hoSmtt^ent^ reemifed: i^fs. But M this left a bad teste in the mouth. 
Why this wilful ohstrnctiveness on the part of the Thakore Bahib and his 
adymer Bhri Virawj^ wsd this distressing lack of grace in fulfilling their 
part of t he eo iltf i i cti 

fk"*****^ mat 'ttm Fmidant and axplidned to him tha imidicathma nd 
conmnenaaa M the^f ttg, aftto of the Bafoim OommittM waaa handW 
hj ^ State anAodMh Sir OUawn adriaad Gaodhyi to lae DaAar Viawala. 
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This lio (Utl. Tliqrc was a loiiii; coiivcrsaiioii botwcoii tHo two in whic^ Gandhyi 
expltihicHl Uic jHMiitioii of nllaira ah he saw it and licard IWbar VirawaliA 
rcnetioiis to it. Oaiidiiiji cx|ilniiioil that it was easy for him to inv<Ae the 
assistance of tlio Piiramoiint I'ower and put an end to all vexatious delays 
blit tills he WAS extremely averse, to no. lie dcsiiod Virawala’s willing aud 
hearty cooiicration. If the llcform Oommitleo was such a disagreeable imp&tion. 
Gaiidlu]! made to him what he tended a 8|H>rting offer. Lie Said he would 

forego the Reform Com milt ce and tlio Tliakorc Sahib to ai>ix>int a Com- 
mittee of his own nominees and drm a eonslitution. If the Sardar or the 

rarished was not satisfied with the ‘ drafted (‘onstitiition, tliey would submit 

amendments which if not acceptable to the State authorities could bo referred 
to Sir Maurice Owycr for arbitration in terms of tiie iiotiAcation* Darbar 
Virawala rejccteti Gandhiji's oilbr. Ciandhiji futind himself in an extremdy 
delicate and embarrassing iM>siiion as every reasonable projtosal of his was 
vetooil by Darbar \*irawala. As is his way he dUl not want to coerce but 
win Virawala by persuasion. As a final gesture he told him tiuit he (Gaiidhiji) 
would withdraw from tbc 8..Tnc of conflict and leave Virawala complete 
freedom to pursue his ways and satisfy the i>coplc. If Virawala oould win 
the poiplc's confidence and give them a workable constitution none would be 
more ]ui]>py than he. To further facilitate an agreed solution of tlie tangle he 
ativised the Parished to pitch their demands as low as would be consistent 
with their real and pressing wants. 

'Jills put the Prin(‘c and his adviser on their honour. If they were genuine 
ill Uicir desire to pbicate their ]HH)plc, no better opiM)rtunity coiilS have 

presented itself to them. Put no such desire was visible. The scheme of 
reforms they have fnojKiscd retains the substance of iH)wcr in their hands. 
Negotinttoiis were started lor reasonable alterations in the si^heme but they 
have fallen through. The prospcid iti Rajkot is therefore dark indeed. GandhijiB 
rciiitcrventioii is sought by the ])coplc. He is proceeding again to Rajkot. 

It may be noted here that in the course of the negotiations the Bhayate 
accused GaiulliiU of breach of promise. The Bhayats held that Gandhiji in 
his letter to them of lilaivh 11 gave a definite and uiiconditioual promise thdt 
a representative of the Bhayats would be taken on the Reform Committee. 
Gandliin asserteil that his letter was being misc^onstruod and that he gave no 

unconditional ])romise. The Bliayats however i)crsistod *iii their charge of 

breach of faitli on the part of GainUiiji and made other unseemly attacks. 
This charge of breach of faith grieved Cniiulliiji deeply. 

llic Bhayats however kciit up this agitation and insisted upon getting 
the interpretation of the letter from Bir Maurice. Gandhiji did not want to 
trouble Bir Maurice and would liave preforreel the matter being placed before a 
judge of the Bombay High Court. He however had no objection if Sir 

Maurice took up the matter. 

(2) Autl War Day 

In rcsiKinsc to the np>iCAl of Presiilcnt Subhaa Chanara Bose, the CongrM 
observed 23rd April os nnti-War Day. Blootings wei-e hold in the evening in 
imiiortaiit towns and cities at which resolutions were passed eondcmnuig the 
Amending lUll rei'ciitly introduced in the British Parliament em^Kiwering the 

Central Government to deprive the l^vincial Governments of their normal 
jHiwcrB in the event of war ciiiorgeiicy arising at any time. The resolutious 
also made clear beyond doubt India’s determination to non-violcntly resist any 
attempt to involve India in such a war or to exploit India’s man-)X)wer or 
natural resources for war-purposes. 

(8) The National Week 

The National week was observed througbout the country tom April 6 to 
13. Meetings, flog hoisting ceremonies, sale and hawking of Khadi formed as 
usual the prinemal features of the celebrations. April LSth was observed m 
the Jallianwalla Bajgh Day. a day reminding us alike ol the shame of 
tevitudo and our imtcrmiuation to count no sacrifice as too great for enduig it. 
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THE ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE 

BoailwT— Mth. Jnao to i7t1i. Jww 1M9 

A mooting ol the All India CongroBO Oommittoe wai held at Bombay on 
June 24; 2.% 26 and 27 in a speoial pandal oreoted for the purpoi ^ Babn 
Hidmdra Prasad presided. Before oommencing the proceedings of the meeting, Baba 
R^endra Ftasad nuule the following statement on bdialf of the Working Committee. 

Presldenfs Statement 

The Working Committee have been entrusted with the task of guiding t^ 
Congress organisation and the country at a time of peculiar difficulty, when the 
international situation is continually on the verge of crisis and many of our 
national problems have also reached a grave and critical stage. The responsibllm 
which the Committee have to shoulder is thus heavy, and recent events, and the 
cireumstanoes under which the Committee came into existence, add to that responsi- 
bility. The crises that ovcrhaiur the world and India demand from us unity of 
action, the sinking of petty difrorcnccs, the co-operation ot all those who care lor 
the independence of India, and the maintenance of the Congress as a strong and 
disciplined organisation. At such a time the Executive of the Congress can only 
function effectively and advance the cause of Indian freedom, if it has the fuu 
confidence of the All India Congress Committee and the good-will of Congressmen 
and the country. It is the earnest desire of the Working Committee to have that 
confidence and goodwill and to serve the country by preparing it for the great 
atruggles that loom ahead. Unfortunately forces of disintegration are at work in 
the country and in Gingress and domestic faction and internal conflict absorb 
much of our attention and weaken cur movement. In this hour of threatening peril, 
it is the duty of all tliosc who care for a free and united India to combat, these forces 
of disn^ption an I endeavour to put an end to internal conflict, so that all the vital 
dements in the Congress spd tiie country might pull together for the common good. 
It is with this object in viev; that tiie Working Committee approach their task 
and they claim the willing co-operation of all Congressmen in it. 

The dancer of world war is e>’er present and it might materialise in the coarse 
of monthi*. xhis would be a disaster to the world, but If unfortunately war comes, 
attempts are likely to be made to involve India in it. Already the British Govern- 
ment have taken some steps to this end in India* and the propc^ amendment of 
the Government of India Act prepares the ground for further action by concentrating 
all power, in the event of war, in the hands o^ the Central Government. This 
Government is only an agen^ of the British Government and is in no way respon- 
sible to the people of India. Such a war will thus be oi vital concern to India and 
there ia grave danger of our being exploited for imperialist puiposes. We must 
therefore be rea^ to meet this crisis and to resist all attempts to drag us into war, 
and thus give efitet to the oft-declarcd policy of the Congress. 

But apart form international happening^ the national pToblems that we have to 
Isoe are of the gravest import, and the position of our countryman overseas is 
rapidly becoming intolerable. In Burma, they have suffered already greatly; in 
OeyloQ steps are being taken which wiU do injustice and injury to thousandii of 
Indians; in the Belgian Congo Indian merchants are being haraasod and uersecuted; 
in £a% ^Africa the policy of discriminating against our countrymen, to thdr 
grave disadvantage, continues to be punned. In South Africa the Government 
of the Union are deliberately committing a brea^ of solemn agreements and 
endeavouring to humiliate our people by segregating them, and a situation which 
may lead to passive xesistance by our conn^men tSere is devdoping. 

In Indian States there has been a marked deterioration of the situation 
and man j of the Bulers or their advisen have pursued a policy of intendve 
le p s e ntica and, in some cases, of unabashed gangsterism against their people. In Orissa 
and Katltiawar and daewhere tragedies and InhumanmsB have occuim. In which 
many persons have besn dime to death and thousands have become leiugess and 
homeieBi wnnderaea. Tkii Weiking Committee realise fully that the etnigf^ in the 
Btatas ie a vital pert of W laiger etruggle bn Indian lieedom and cannot ba dls- 
eociated from it The Oominittee are aulded by the resolution of the Tripnri Ooe 
ItiiiB and will seek to giio cffiMt to it m so far as they can. But the Commitlee sse 
eonvhieed Ihat the hoiam of the sttugglt must ineritddy Idl on the psoj^ uf fhl 
8Mse nnd they eannot ndvenee wtthoaVdevdopliig asU^nuaiiee steimt 
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A signifloant future of the Statee ttragglo hai been the paH placed to the 
repreaentatiTea ot the British Govenune&t. uhe paramottut powei* ulb in many 
caM thrown the weight of ita influence on the aideol the miiigovernmant of tto 
nilera and has itaelf ^cn part m the repreaalon of &e people. ITiia policy the 
Britiah Government has demonstrated s^ farther the dangers in the scheme ^ 
Federation which the Congress baa completdy rejected. Although Federation is 
not a hve issue at present, it is pos8% that attempts might sUll be made to impose 
It on India. Such an imposition, if m ‘comes, must be combated and«the country 
prepared for it. 

^ The g^cral policy of the British Government in India continues to flout 
Indian opinion and to farther British vested interests at the expense of the peasant 
and of Indian industry. As a recent instance of thia may be mentioned the 
imposition of the Indo-British pact in the face of an overwhelming vote of the 
Central Lc^slature agidnst it. 

Conditions in India have reached a stage of stalemate which is detrimental 
to the progress of the country, and deterioration is inevitable unless a rapid 
advance is made. We cannot merely wait for the British Government to impote 
Federation, so that we mij^ht combat it and thereby seek to reach our objective. It 
is nMCSsary for us to devise means to do so apart from any action taken by fb^ 
British Government. In the opinion of the Working Committee the situation 
in the world and in India urgently demands, in the interests of our people as wdl 
as freedom, that Indian independence be recognised and steps be taken to establish it 

The Provincial Goverments have to-day to face many serious problems which 
require for their solution the united strength and wisdom of all of us In some 
provinces communalism and sectarianism have increased and have resulted in riots 
and bloodshed, and in intolerance and bitterness of feeling. The Working Committee 
have noted this deterioration with dirtresa for they realise that such conflicts and 
divisions arc barriers to all in'ogress. They are keenly anxious to do. all in their 
power, in co-operation with Congressmen and all others, to root out the causes of 
communal disharmony. 

There arc thus all these and many other vital problems which face the coun- 
try, and it is clear that the Congress can only tackle them eflectively if its own bouse 
is in order. At present thcic is conflict within the Congress which disables 
us and the growth in the power of the Congress has led to undesirable 
practices and the cnti’y of ninny fictitious names in our rolls, which weaken the 
organisation. Even within the organisation disruptive and antl-Congress elements 
have found tdace. The first and most urgent proWm for the Congress is therefor) 
to purify the organisation and make it a disciplined and cflective instrument of the 
people’s will. The Congress has been built up as a fighting organisation and it 
nas functioned as such on many occasions in the struggle for India’s freedom. The 
future has greater struggles for us, and if we allow the organisation to weaken or 
to lose itself in petty faction, we would be unworthy of the trust imposed on us. 

With the objec t of tightening up the Congress organisation attempts have been 
made to amend the Constitution, Ihe Tripuri Congress gave speciaf authority to 
tto A. I. C. C. for this purpose and recommendations to this effect will be consi- 
dered by the A. I. C. C It is clear, however, that the object aimed at cannot be 
achieve bv mechanical m^ns only ; it requires an earnest and joint endeavour by 
.all Congressmen. The Working •Committee trust that it will be in this spirit that 
all the members of the A. I. C. C. will consider this question. 

Among the recommendations made by the Constitution^ Sub-Committee was 
the addition of some words to Article V (c) of the Constitution so that the rule 
applying to communal organisation might also be applied to other anti-naUopid 
ganisations The Working Committee agreed with this recommendation and indeed* 
as worded, it cannot be objected to. It is the inherent riidtit of an organisatioa to 
protect itself in this way against rival oiganimtion and disruptive foro^ Nev^ 
theiess the Committee ’have (&'ided not to press for this change bmre ttie A. I. 0. ^ 
'^ey have come to this decision as it is their desire to avedd as far as p ossi ^ 
any misappi^en^on in the minds of members of tto A. I. 0. 0. and otbm so ihtt 
the changes in the Constitution might be cdusidered and passed in a- apint di 

ffwwiwill ® 

It «ppnred to the Working Committee tbet there WM s to In ^ i^ad, 
of some Conghrodmen that the propcied change in Article (c) was intended lo M 
used to penalise opinions or to suppress organisation^ wia fw entudf 
janjuatified. The Cbngress stands for freedom of opinion and the right to 
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it When, however, any oricanicMition ia oontinually being attacked and run down 
another organisation it is improper for the same person to be a member of 
m ezeouUves of both the organisations. This produces not only conflict between 
the organisations but continuous internal conflict within them. It was with a 
▼i^ to avoid this and thus to have neater harmony even between the organisations 
that the amendment to Article V (c) was suggests. But in view of the suspicions 
- that some inembm have, the Workmjg Committee have decided not to press for 
the change in the A..L C. 0. They dedre that the Gonstitudon, as amended, 
should be worked uith the goodwill and co-operation of all concerned. 

It is dear, however, that the difiiculties that confront us today must be met 
and overcome if we are to function effectivdy. Every member of the Congress 
must x^ise that by saying or doing anything to bring the Congress into disrepute 
or to weaken its prestige and influence, he is doing injury to the national cause. 
No organisation can approve of such activities on the part of any of its members. 
There fisve been in the past many instances whde Congressmen, and even those 
occupying prominent positions in the organisation, have not hbitated to speak or 
act in a manner which is contrary to all discipline and which has injured the 
great organisation itself of which they claim to be loyal members. If such 
indi^pline and disruptive tendencies continue, the Congress will inevitably be 
reduom to impotence. They have to be checked. The surest way of checking 
them is for each Congressman to realise his responsibility and to appreciate that 
in thm days of difficulty he must on no account encourage disruption within the 
Congress. In the event of individual Congressman deliberately discrediting the 
Congress and promoting indiscipline, it becomes inevitable for disciplinary action 
to hi taken against him in the interests of the organisation and the cause. 

The Working Committee earnestlv trust that every Congressman will give 
his co-operation in solving the great problem before the country and in making 
the Congress a fit instrument for the service of the nation. They hope that a 
joint endeavour will be made to lessen the spirit of faction within the Congress 
and in the countrv, so that in the trials to come the Congress may be fully 
prepared to carry India’s cause to a successful conclusion. 

Resolutions 

The following resolutionF recommended by the Working Committee were 
passed with slight verbal changes 

1. Condoleneu 

This Committee has learnt with regret of the sudden death, in the prime of 
his life, of Dr. Alimchand Udhoram, Congress worker since the non-co-oi)eration 
days. The Committee conveys its sincere condolences to the family of the deceased 
in their bereavement. 

2. Indians In Ceylon 

The All India Congress Committee views with grave concern the measures 
proposed by ^e Ceylon Government with reference to their Indian employees and 
hopes that it may be possible to find a way to avoid the most undesirable and 
grave conflict that, as a result of these measures, is threatened between such near 
aud ancient neighbours ns India and Ceylon. 

The 'Comxuttee cannot contemplate without .much concern a quarrel between 
the two countries which are separated by only a strip of water- but which have a 
common cjj^ture and which have been intimately connected from times immemorial. 
The Oonimit^ desires to explore every means of avoiding conflict and, therefore, 
appointa Pandit Jawaharlal N^ni to go to Ceylon and confer with the authorities 
and representative associations and iiidividuala on behalf of the Working Committee 
004 tio all that may be possible to effect a just aud honourable aettiement. 


t. ladlans in Sontb AMea 

The A. I. C. C* vegFpts the attitude of the Union Government towards Indian 
aettlm It betws utter disregard of the obligations undertaken by the predecessors 
ol the present CtovcninicBL Toe policy just initial^ by them is in direct breach 
^ ^ Bmuts-Oandhi oi 1914, the Capetown Agreement of 1927, the 

fVNdham Comimssiou aubsequent undertakings on behalf of the 

Unm ^ernmsnt. TOe. A.^ notes with pride and satisfaction the firm 

Mud tatai up by the IndMrof^lkmtii Africa. They will have the sympathy .of 
Ihe irhole IndiaD nation tlihm in their fight lor sdf-reiqpeek end honouraUe 
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ekifltenc^ The A. I. C. C. truste that there will be no dissenslonB anionfit them 
and that they will prewnt a united front. Ihe A. I. C. 0. appeals to the Unkm 
G^emment to ^raoe their steps and carry out the promises of their predecessors to 
adoi^ a poli^ of promsiye amelioration m the status of the Indian Nationals 
in South Afnca 80 pcx cent ol whom are born and bred in that sub-continent 
and to whom South Aizica IB thdr only home. 

4. (^Btlta|tvaal Amendments 

- ^ *?• moved the "^Constitutional Amendments’ as proposed by 

the institution Bub-Committee together with the amendments suggested by the 
Working Committee. Numerous amendments were moved to the proposed amend- 
ments. A lew ww accepted and the rest rejected. Shri Bhulabhai Desai moved 
the new Article XI. A Miles of amendments were moved to this. They were all 
rejected by House and the Article XI as proposed by the mover vras adopM in 
its entirety. The new Constitution as amended at Bombay is printed separately &^.858)- 
5. Satyagraha In Provinces 

This meeting of the A. I. C. C. resolves that no Congressman may offer or 
organise any form of Satyagraha in the Administrative Provinces of Imida without 
the previous sanction of the Provincial Congress Committee concerned. 

6. CoBgress Ministries and the P. C. Cs 

The Working Committee has repeatedly lud stress on the desirability of co- 
operation between the ministry, the Congress party and the P. C. C. Without sndi 
co-qperation misunderstandings are likely to arise with the result that the influence 
of the Congress will suffer. In administrative matters the P. C. C. should not 
interfere witu the discretion of the ministry but it is always open to the executive of 
the C. C. to draw the attention of the Government privatdy to any particular 
abuse or difficulty. In matters of policy if there is a difference between the ministry 
and the P« C. C. references should be made to the Parliamentary Bub-Oommittee^ 
iSiblio discussion in sudi matters should be avoided. 

Men^ftMal Hesolnthiiia 


The A. I. 0. C. office recrived notice of over 175 Non-official Resdintionf to be 
moved at the Bombay meeting of the A, I. C. C. The resolutions were arranged 
according to ballot 

The President received three renoisitionB rigned by several members of the 
A. I. C. C. requesting that priority be given to non-oflicial resolutions on (i) Digboi 
Strike, (2) War-Beawtanoe, (9) Unemploynient which stood at No, 48. Na 84 and 
Na 89 reapectivdy in the Imllot, The Pmident observed that if he acceded to the 
requeaia tnade. the system of bdlot would be reduced to a nullity. Before however 
giving a ruling^ he wanted the House to discuss the matter. Bhri Batyamurti and n 
few othera quoted the practice of the Central Legislature as well as of provincial 
legislatuM where the order of the ballot was atnetly adhered to and no miQoniy 
vote itaa allowed to up-aet it Some urged for upsetting the ballot for giving pnori^ 
to vital matters in cate a majority in the House agreed to it The Prendent obaer- 
vod that the ballot waa the fairest system and to upset it by a majority vote was (6 
do wrong to aunorities. He would however on the present occasion give priority to 
a non-official resolution which had bdiind it the unanimous or almost unaitimoiit 
support id the House. At the same time he made it clear that thia ruling of 
waa in no way binding on future Presidenta. 

The House having unanimously agreed to ’Digboi Strike’ Mng given prioc^. 
Dr. C. Boy moveuthe lollowmg resolution u recommended by ^ Working 
Committee in place of the nmi-omeial rmolntion of which notice had been 
The resolution was passed unanimously. 

DIgbol Strike 

Ihil CioinmHtee views with grave concern the prolonged atrilm at l%bol and 
exptesises its sympathy with the strikers in their distress. The Committee tegrala 
that the Assam Oil CWpany has not seen its way to accqpt the mode^ soggiiuw 
of referring the question of the method and time of re-employment of the stnlmn ^ 
a concilistiofi Bom to be appointed by the Government <« Assam. 

Ill the opinkm of thia Committee no cenrporation, however big and inffmM H 
may be, can % aboiw public criticism or ^vernment supwisra and Inmate 
<^trol. Moreover, aa waa dedar^ at the Kara^i smon* the Congrm po^ te 
that there ahould iw State ownenhip or control of key industries. The oil 
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» Undonblodly a vital key industry. This Committee theidlore liopes that better 
cooitaela will pmail with the Com^y and that its directors will accept the modest 
soiQgestioii made on bdial! of the Committee by the l^resident of the Conmas. II 
however the directors do not see thdr way to do sol Ihe Committee advises the 
Assam Government fdrthwith to undertake legislatioii for making the acceptance of 
the decisions of Conciliation Boards obligatory and further to give notice .to 'the 
Company that the Committee may reluctantly be obliged to take sudi steps as may 
be necessa^ to Stop renewal of the lease to the Company on its termination^ At 
the same time that this Committee urges the Company to fall in with the Just sug- 
gestion made hy the Committee, it ho\)ee that the Labour Union will be ready to 
listen to the Committee’s advice and if they were to retain Congress and puhlic 
sympathy they will be ready and willing to abide by the advice that may be tendered 
to them by the Committee. 

Separation of Andhra 

"SciwraHon of Andhra” was the first non-official resolution to come up for 
consideration before the A. I. C. 0. The nine resolutions preceding it, were left out 
by reason of their being cither covered by the offuial resolutions or owing to the 
absence of those who had given notice of them. The Besolution read as follows: 

**The All India Congress Committee is strongly of opinion that immediate steps 
should be taken for the formation of a separate Andhra province.” 

The resolution was passed by a majority vote. 


Constitution of the Nkfional Congress 

(Ad ameniM by the Bombay Meeting of the A. L C. C , June, 1939). 

Article /—Obieet 

The oUjwt of the Indian Xational Congress is the attainment by the people of 
India Puma t^waraj (Complete Independence) by all legitimate and pesceful means, 

Article .//— Constituents 

The Indian National Congress will comprise 

(1) Primary members enrolled under Article III ; 

(2) Village, Ward, Town. Taluka, Thaiia, Mandal, Tahsil. Subdivision, District, 
or other ioi^nl Committees ; 

(3) Provincial Congrws 'Committees ; 

(4) Annual Session of The Congress ; 

(5) All India Congress Committee ; 

(6) Working Committee ; and may comprise (a) committees cr associations 
directly orgsnisea by the All India Congress Committee or the^ Working Committee 
and committees organised by any Provincial Congrcbs Committee in accordance 
with the rules framed by it in that behalf and approved by the Working Committee. 

Article 

(а) Any person of the age of 18 years and over who believes in Article I 
shall, on making a written declaration to that effect attested by a witness and 
presenting |gi application in Form A annexed hereto and on payment of fonr 
aiiiias, bdtme a primary member of the Congress and be entitle to be placed on 
the register of Congress members kei^t at any office duly authorised in that behalf 
intldh the district m which he ordinarily resides or carries on business : 

> Provided that no person shall he a primary member of more than one 
committee at the same time. . 

(б) T^ iqiplication shall be handed in persoiislly or sent by post or 

lull name, father’s name, or in case of a married 
M'ji ami occupation of the ai>|ilicajit, as also the 
t and the prurince in which be ordinarily resides or 


(e) It shall state the 
woman hurimnd’a iiamc; 
village, the Talitaa, 
eanies on businese. 

(<0 The olliciel the eppILation snail note on it the date of receipt, 

esfiri number end such other pertkutir es may be prescribed and shall send it to 
tike oflfee el the Diatilct Ceogita ONimiUee conomed for record. 
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(i*) Tlio api4i(*aiit, oii l>cin{i; ciiroUod, Bhnll receive certifteato of mcmberaliip 
ns |ior Form iiiincxctl hereto, either in the lniiguti{i:o and script of the province 
in wliirli he resides or in the lliiuiustnivi languago written in Devatmipn or tibe 
Urdu SiTipt. , . 

(0 Tnless otJicrwise dirctdcd by the Workinj? Committee the year for the 
inemlH^rsldp h'c shidl be rei^koncd from January 1 to December 31 and these 
1^11 be no reduction in the subsi'riptioii to be paid by members joining in the 
course of (he year. 

Article /K— Renewal of Membership - 

(rt) A member of the Congress enrolled as )>er Article III shaU'eontinne 
to be a mcniluT of tlic i\)ngrcss until he resigns or is exficllcd therefrom, provided 
he renews his apt>licntion and pays on or before the 31st of August of every 
subsequent yt*ar the annual mond)crsiup fiHii of four annas and obtains u certifi^mto 
of membership. The applii^atioii fm* renewal shall eontain the name, the father's 
name or in ease of a inarritHl woman hushamrs name and the place of residence 
of the applicant in the pri'seribctl Form B. 'Phe olVieial receiving such* application 
for reiiowiil and sultsv ription shall make a note to that cttect in the Register of 
luomijcrs. 

(#/) 'Phe name of any member failing to make the application and to imy 
the anntial memi>ership aOC witliin the prcseribcil time shall be removed from the 
regisler of luembors. 

Artidc r— Membership Register 

Every district Congress Committee shall maintain a permanent register of 
members onrolkHl for each const iruency within the district sliowiiig the names and 
particulars vetptirod hy Article III (c) in which shall be nototl fmm year to year 
the fact wlv'thcr a renewal application has been made or not and the membership 
fee I'aid or not. 


Artiele 

r/-- Provinces 



la) 

T)ic following shall be the 

provinces wUh the bead 

quarters mentioned 

against them : 




rroviiuHj 

Language 

Headquarter 

(1) 

Ajmer^Merwara 

liindustani 

Aimer , 

(-*) 

AiuUira 

Tclugu 

hlndroa 

m 

Assam 

Assamese 

Oauhati 

h 

Bcliar • 

liindustani 

l*atiia 


IhnVgal 

Bougali 

Calcutta 


Bombay (City) 

^laraihi and Gujratl 

Bombay 

n) 

Delhi . 

liindustani 

Delhi 

(S) 

(Tuinit 

liujniti 

Ahmedabad 

C») 

Karnatak 

Katinatla 

Dharwar 

W 

Korala 

Malaynhim 

Knlieiit ' 

(11) 

Mahakoslial 

Hidustani 

J iibbulpore 

(!•-*) 

Miihamstra 

Marathi 

Poona 

(13) 

Nagpur 

Marathi 

Nagpur 

(11) 

\V. F. rrbviiicc 

]*tishtu 

Peshawar 

(lo) 

riiniab 

Paniabi 

I.dihore ' 

(lb) 

8imUi 

SiiuUii 

Karofbi 

(17) 

Tamil Nadu 

Tamil 

Madras . 

(IS) 

United Provinces 

Hindustani 

lAtcknow 

(lb) 

Xitkal 

Oriya 

t.^ittack 

m 

Vidhnrhha (Bcrar) 

Marathi 

Akola 


. , (/•) A proWneial Congress Committee with the previous sanction of the Wort?* 
iiig. Committee shall have the power to change its headquarters fpeim tinic to time. 

(c) Uhe Working Committee m.ay, after asi’crtuining the wishes of the Provincial 
Coiigrcm or co.amittoos coiicornoil, iHuistitute a new province or assign tq a pto-, 
Vince,, a diatriet or iHWtions of a district from another proviiive as also to asai^ an 
Indian (State or States oi parts thert^, to any province. 

K//^QiiaiiiBsateas . 

V . No wwmto rti«ll be entitled to cscre^ «t any 

k baa Im oontinnonsly on li Oongress register for 12 months prior to the dated 
Ibq. dee(soi| and only on production of a certificate of membership • 
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Ffovidod however that in the ease ot eleetione to th# newly formed primary 
ConfRm Committee, a member shall be entitled to vote, even if he has been a 
member only for throe months, for the election of the oommittee’s office bearers. 

Nofi— The condition of 12 months’ continuous membership will not apply to 
voters in the current year i. e., 1929. To them will apply the old oondition octhree 
months' continuoas membership prior to the date of the wmons. 

(6) No member even if he is qualified under clause (a) 'hereof, riiall be digible 
for deotion to an office of any primary committee or to mimbdnihip of any elective 
committee, unless he is a habitual wearer wholly of haadspun and handwoven 
Khaddar, provided that at the time of offering himself for such elections he is not a 
member of any parallel committee ; 

{a) No member even if he is qualified under clauses (a) and (6) shall be eligi- 
ble as a delegate to the Congress or as a member of a Frovincial or a District 
Congress Committee, unless he has been a member of the Congress for three oonse- 
ouUvo years at the time of the election, provided that at the time of offering him- 
self for such election he is nof a member of any other parallel committee : 

FYovided further that it shall be op(« to the Executive of the' Provincial 
Congress Committee to grant an exemption in favour of any person regarding the 
aforesaid qualification for deotions in 1&^ and 1940. 

{di No person Who is a member of a communal organisation, the object or 
programme of which involves political activities which arc in the opinion of the 
Working Committee, anti-national and in conflict with those of the Congress diall be 
digble for deetion to any office at membeidiip of any deetive Congress Committee. 


Arrielf rill^EMiaa Trihuals 

(а) The Exeeutbe of the Ftovinolal Jongress Committee diall nnanimondy 
or by a majority of at least three-fourths of its members, appoint yearly a 
Frovindat Eieotion Tribunal, no member of which diall atand aa a candidate for 
dection as a ddmte or to any office or membership of an deetive Oongrcaa 
Committee in the province, during the term of his offioa The Provincial Eiectior. 
Mboiid shall appdnt one or more persona to oonatitute a Distiiot Tribimal in 
ea^ diatriot, to xeodve and dedde disputes rdatinilf to enrotment of memberr. 
prepeiatiott or maintenanee of register of members and deetion d delegataa and 
ofliee-bcarera mid memben of deetive committees, provided that no pesaon so 
^n^ted shall be a candidate for dection daring his term of office : 

Provided that H shall not be neoessary to appdnt a Dietriet Tribnnd in the 
proviiieeB of Bombinr, Ddhi and Ajmeie Merwara and provided fardMr thafi if 
hiMe ia no District Tribunal appointed in any othsr provinee lor any rsaaon 
whateoever, objections will be IQea before and mqpooed by the Prorindel 

(б) If $oy provioeU «xeoatiT« Mb to aniofait hf » Bpeettad 1^ tta 
Woila|OoBBimtto^ the Ptoviodal Eleetioii TkiboMd# te Wotthig OaaiuBdt*«i 

^ ^ ■ deder hi Fonim delh or BiiiUi fooda omhe 
canlee OB ttadehi Ihiaor or who ia addlated to ditok^ahail bo aUidbla for tiaofinii 
to aa enaidira oOka or dactive oomiBltlae of tha Cnognaa, 

AHMt /JfMMiiaoaaM to dw Mb 

(a) Iho B^tor of neiBberB dull be teont^ t^todiato oa or 
ISIh w goEtoaholr onn year aadahall'be 0^ to iai^eetM by the 
the Oodiaa at tb>s ofm where it to hept faom loth to &ti fi apwaa b ar. 

(h) Amy paraon whoae mune to oadttod fn« the Bopater of BamhociL or 
who anabto to Oh oirtry of any aaaae flwNfai, mmy aabodt ala oljaedoa tot 
atottai' M MMoaa te dadlaaifiig aadh oatiy or omto do a to the IBatolet VrOiaBM, 
ait or nefdre the 8tleh asp i eif ib hfa 

M flo CfaMbt will, after hoariag tha oMeMbm ttad aar o 

nafto obweiNa^ toay tBriet My aaaM^ to be aatoad bito or oadttodooai 
BijfiWir tho lots Oetobor. 

W Vha nimi iSmwud dwB tadataia a loboid of al 
It aMa oo|»y of Ml oiBltd fao at iiig aay a aMado B a at hi Bn _ . 

by it to toiK tegraa UpnaiiM ooaMiMd aad ttii 

O gat adM i t Mil J toto d M Badator iMn leq^ioA la 
Ihe BtoM tibr aa^k. MMaZaMt if aay. diaB bo Baal. 


too 

of 
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Jiflidi X— BleeUott ol MagitM 

(а) Evw Pkorlndal OongresB Oomjnittee ihall pnip§xe a roll d its piiimffy 
membera aoilitled to vote and iball send to the A. I. 0. 0. Office a statemeat in 
ligatd to it, on or before a date fixed by the WorldDK Oommlttee. This stekemeiit 

be In ^ form p^ribed by the A. L 0. 0. Office end shall give wapmMj 
the number of urban and rural members in eadi district. 

(б) Members included in the im^xoU ifiiall alone be entitled to yote at the 

eieetioffi of ddegates in that proyince. ■ ' 

(e)' In m • eyent d a Provinciii^OoDgieas Cknnmittee failing to fomidi the 
statement in time, the provfooe concmed may be disentitled to elect ita delcfl^tes. 

(d) On recopt d the aforesaid statement, the Working Omnmittee shui fix 
the date by which the eleetion of deLmtes must be held. 

(•) rrovincial Committees shaU divide the Province into fixed territorial 
constitneiicies. 

(/) ^ery province shall be entitled to return a number of delegates at the 
rate d oiie delegate for every one lac of the inhabitants d such piovince induding 
the Indian States or agencies therein, or a fraction thereof, in accordanee with 
the last Census. 

ProviBo 1— Bombay (City^ shall have a maximum quota of 25 ddegates. and the 
province d Ddhi shml nave a maximum quota d 15 delegates. 

(р) (t) Eadi district shall be entitid to elect not more than one delegate^ for 
each lac d its pmnlation provided that for every delate to be elected, there axe 
not leaa than SOV'primary membera enrolled during the year. 

(tt) The number of ddegates remaining unallotted to the constituendes on 
account d the inclusion of the population of Indfian States in any Province, nhaW 
be distributed by the executive of the P. C. C. concerned, in such manner as in 
ita ddnion would meet the requirements of the case, subject to the rule d 
minimum enrolment of 500 primary members for each ddegate. 

(k) The province which has not completed its election on or before the date 
Mpipnintd by the Working Committee, may at the discretion of the Working 
Committee be disentitled to be represented at the Annual Session. 

(i) A certified list of delegates shall be submitted by the Provincial Congress 
Committee, not later than the date fixed by the Working Committee in that bdiall 
U) Every ddegate so elected shall, on payment of a fee of Bs. 5/- at the 
office of the Provincial Congress Committee of his province, receive a certificate 
in. accordance with Form D hereto annexed, duly signed by one of its Secretaries. 
No ddegate who has not paid the fee, shall, be entitled to exercise any of his 
functions. 

Article X/-*Eleetlon IMspulea 

la) It will be open to any member of the Congress within a cons^uency 
to lodge a complaint about an election within the constituency before the Strict 
Mbnnal within seven days of the declaration d the result of such deotfon and 
the DisMct Tribunal ^all decide the complaint. 

fh) Until the election is set aside by the District Tribunal the pprson 
dected diall be denned to have been duly eleoM. 

(с) An appeal diall lie to the I’rovinoial Election Tribunal against any 

order passed by toC' District Tribunal within seven days of the passuig of such 
order. The order of Provindal Election Tribunal shall be final. - 

(d) The Working Committee may lay down rules for the conduct of deetions 
and lodging and diswNMil of objections and complainti and appeals. 

_ (s) Ihe Provincial Tribunal shall on its own motion or on, repi^ by a 

Dlstruit Tribunal, have the power to direct that ^y person found gMly ol 
misconduct in connection with enrolment of members, maintenance of toglater ol 
membsiiL deotion or lodring of a false objection or complaint, knowing it^ to. be 
fiiali be irom standing as a candidAto for dection or be^qs^eUed 

from the Cwgress for sueh period as it may consider just and proper. .t 

sUl lie to the Wc^ng Committee from any ordb passed by the 
Nleotkio Tribunal under this clause. 

Artfoto X//---A. I. 0. 0. Bleettoto 

(a) /nm ddegstes in every piovinoe dialk aisttnble in a meeting to 

46 ' ' ' 
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ihan five TenreBentativee on the All Infiia Ckmgress Oommittee, eiMjept He&i which 
dudl have tour. 

(6) The dwtion in Sub-elause (a) shall be by ptoportional rej^tesentation 
by siiiw transferable vote. 

(4 The Secretaries of the lesneotive Provincial Oonunress Committees shall 
issae wtificates of membership of the All India Congress Committee to the persons 
elected ta it. ‘ 

AftieU ir///— Previnelal Congress Committee 

(a) The Provincial Congress Committee in each fnovince shall consist of the 
ddegates from the province. In case, the nnmber of such delegates is less than 
BOb any nnmber Muired to make the nnmber of members of the Provincial 
Congress Committee 30, will be elected in such manner as the constitution of the 
piDvhioe may determine, provided that in the case of Sindh and Nagpur the 
number may be increased by the P. C. G. to not more than 50 ana in the 
ease oil Vidharbha 45 and Delhi 40. In addition to these, the President and 
ex-Presidents of the Congress, resident in the province and duly qualified 
under Articles III and VII, shall also be members of the Pxovinciid uongress 
Committees. 

(h) Every Provincial Congress Committee snail, 

(t) subject to the general control and supervision of the All India Congress 
Committee, te in charge of the affairs of tlie Congresil within its own province 
and to that end frame rules *not inconsistent with this constitu*^n, which rules 
shall come into operation only with the previous sanction ^f the Working 
Committee; ^ . . 

(ft) submit an annnal report of the Congress organisation and the work 
in the province to the Working Committee not later than one month .. before the 
eommencoment of the Annual Session ; 

(m*) before the new All India Congress Committee meets as Subjects 
Committee under Article XVI, pay to the Working Committee the fees received 
from the delegates. Any other sub^ription that may be fixed by the latter, having 
regard to the population, membership and financial capacity of the province, shaU 
be paid not later than the end of June every year. Delegates and. members of the 
All India Congress Committee from provinces in default shall not be permitted 
to take part in any of the proceedings of the Congicss or aa.v Committee 
thereof. 

ic) (») No Provincial Congress Committee and no subordinate committee 
shall be recognised by the Working Committee unless it has complied with the 
conditions laid down in this constitution or any rules framed thereunder by the 
Working Cummittee. 

(«') On failure on the part of any Provincial Congress Committee to function 
in terms of the constitution, the Working Committee may form one, to carry on 
Congress work in that province. 

Article X/r— Annual Sessfon 

(а) The Annual Session of the Congress shall be held at the time and place 
docidm upon at the preceding Session. The A. I. 0, C. or the Working 
Committee, may however, for sufiiciciit reason change either the venue or the date 
or both of the Session. 

(б) The Annual Session shall oemsist of— 


^the President of the Congress; 

(M) the Ex-Presidents of t^ Congress, provided they are duly qualified under 
Articles III and VII; ^ 

iui) the delegates elected under Article X. 

(cV The Provincial Congress Committee concerned shall make such arrange- 
ments for holding Uie Annum Session as may be deemed necessary, and lor this 
purpose shall form a Reception Committee, and may include therein persons who 
aie not its mmbecs. 

The Committee shall collect funds lor the expenses of the 

M aU neoisairy arrangements for the reception and aocommodation 

nf ddi§iBss Bsd visiton m l(Kf the printing of the report of the prooeedingp of 
theSeinoD. 

TIm the Reception Committee shall be 

the pfovmeial CooBess ComiDittee 



-JtlHB W ] 1®CT OF THE AMENDED OONSTiTtmON 

be submitted by the ProTincial Gonness Committee to the Working Oommil 
not Ister thiin tbxee montlis after &e termination of tbe Annul Besfdon. Any 
•uridus funds remaininff wi& the Bemtion Committee shall be divided equally 
betwim the All India Cong^ Committee and the Provincial Conirresa 
Committee. 

(f) The Beception Committee shall elect its Chairman and other ofiSce-beaiers 
nom amongst its own members. 

ArtkU Xr—EleetIbB of FresSdeuI 

(a) Any ten delmtm may jointly send the name of any ddegate or ez-Piesl- 
dent of the^ Cw^s duly qualified under Articles HI and VII, whom they 
pwpo^ to be dected Flresident of the next annual session of the Congress, so as 
to reach the Oeneral Secretary of the All India Congress Committee on or before a 
date to be fixed by the Working Committee. 

/*.v a i. sii L • 


and it be open to any person whose name has been so proposed, to withdraw 
his candidature 1^ informing the G^eral Secretary of his intention to do so, 
within 10 days of the publication of the proposed names. 

(c) Aftm eliminating the name of any/ pdson who has withdrawn, the 
Qmieral Secretary shall publish the name of the remaining candidates and circulate 
them to the Provincial Congress Committees. 

(d) On a date fixed by the Working Committee, each delegate in a province 
shall be entitled to record ms vote in favour of one of the candidates for the 
Presidentdiip of the Congress, at a place to be fixed by the Provincial Congress 
Committee. 

(e) The Provincial Congress Committee shall report to the All India Congress 
Committee OfiSce the number of valid votes recorded in favour each candidate 

If) As soon as may be after the reedpt of the report the General Secretary 
shall announce as President-elect the name of the candidate obtaining the largest 
number of votes, provided that such candidate has secured not less than 50 per cent 
of the votes polled. 

(g) In case he does not get the requisite number of votes the delegates in each 
province shall, on a date fixed by ithe General Secretary, elect one out of the two 
percous getting the highest' number of votes at the previous election and the General 
Secretary shall on receipt of the report from the Provincial Congress Committees 
of the number of votes recorded at the .second election, declare the person 
getting the higher number of votes as the duly elected President of the Congress. 


or resimaation oi tne Ji^esiaent eicctea as apove, tne uenerai Decretory snail lortnwitn 
fix a date for a fresh election by the del^'cs as prescribed above. In case such 
procedure is found not possible, the All Ind\a Congress Committee shall elect the 
President. 

Article AP/— Subjeets dommittee 

(а) The New All India Congress Committee shall meet as subjeccs committee, 

under the oresident-clect at least two days before the Annual Bessiop. Ihe outgoing 
Working Committee presided over by the President-elect, shall submit to it the draft 
programme pf the work for the session including resolutions recommended by the 
difi&ent Provincial Congress Committees. ^ « 

(б) The Subjects Committee shall proceed to discuss the programme and sbdl 
frame resolutions* for being moved in the open session. At l^st one day shall be 
allotted for the consideration of propositious of which due nodee has been giv^ by 
the Provincial Congress Committees or members of the All Ii^a Congress Com- 

do 

ance with ihe rules prescribed in that behalf. 

Article 2rFV/->Coiigr«sB Sesslou 

At e sftb sitting of the Congress, the order in which business shall be transacted 

(t) The resoludons recommended for adoption by Ae 
^ (m) Any Bu^tantive modon not included in (t) yd which 25 delyi^ 

the Pmident in wridng, before the commencement ol ^e day “ 
to place before the Oongreaa : prorided, however, that no aa^ modcmaiiwl be 
mdm It baa haaniaevl^T diwuMed at a mwtog 
laittiw haa raoaived the aupport of at least a third of the members then presenl 
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a Joint 


Bull upon L 

n nueang of ^ 


Arteb Xrm-ttimm i 

(a) Hu 'Wolfing Ooumitteo nuy noon iti own 

iMminHOii ididiiMMid to it. •§ oioTidad lO Artiolo XI?I L 

2 Indio OoDgreM OommittM for eonridsriag a rMolntioii for holdinglT Speeiol 
fl—iono Booh foooiation dudl be effoetive If peeied by the two-thixdi meirntj of the 
nentae nreient Thereupon the Working Oottmltlee ehall 10010100 e Bpedel 
Beidon of €ongreii» et each tioie and place aa it diall determine and the Arddea 
of the Oonatitation ahall apply with auch modldoationa aa the Working Oommittee 
may oonaider neoeaaary. provide that the ddagatea of the preceding aeaaion ahall be 
die dflflgatftf for enoh Bpeoial Beaaion. 

(^r^PMidentSVBpeeial Beaaion dudl be deoted by the ddegatea in th^ 
' preaeiibed in Article XV. 


ArUeU X/X-AU India 1 

(a) The Pieaident of the Annual Beaaion, membera of the All India Oongteaa 
Oommittee, deeted under ilurtide XII and the ez-Preaidenta of the Gongreaa, prod- 
ded they are qualified under Article III and VII, and the Treaauier of the Oongreaa 
diall conadtute the All India .Conaw Oommittee. 

(b) The All ln<jfia Oongreaa Oommittee diall carry out tLe programme of work 
laid down by the Oongreaa nom aeaaion to aeaaion and deal with all new mattera 
that may anae during ita term of office. 

(e) The All India Oongreaa Oommittee dial! haye Ihe power to frame rulea, 
not inconalstent with thia Oonatitution, for regulating all matters connected, with the 
Oongreaa. 

(d) The Preaident of the Annual Beadon diall be the Ohairman of the All 
India Oongreaa Oommittee. 

(e) The All India Oongreaa Oommittee didl-meet aa often as required by the 
Wormog Oommittee, or on a joint requiddon addreaaed to the Working Oommitteea, 

not feaa than ^ members. Buch requisition shall specify the purpose for which 
the requisitionists desire a meeting of the All India Conness Oommittee. At such 
meeting additional items of business may be brought up for condderation, provided 
due notice thereof has been given to the members. At least one full day shall be 
allotted for the consideration of propositions of which due notice has been given by 
members of the A. I, 0. 0, in accordance with the rules prescribed in that bdialf. 

(f) Forty or one thbd of the total number of members whichever is leas, shall 
form the quorum. 

(p) The All Inctia Congress Oommittee ahall hold office till the meeting of the 
new All India Congress Committee immediatdy before the next Annual Bession. 

(h) The All India Congress Committee may from time to time affiliate to the 
Gongms audli or^isations as it may deem necessary, provided such organisations 
are calculated to further or assist the object, of the Congress. 

(0 Every member of the All India Congress Committee, ex-q^cfo or deeted. 
shall pay an annual subscription of Ba. 10 payable at or before the first meeting of 
tile All India Congress Committee. Members in default will not be permitted to 
taka part in any meeting of the All India Congress Committee, the Bubjects Com- 
snitt^ or in any Bession. 

4niek XX— WeridBf Goanlttee 

(a) The Working Committee diall consist of the President of the Congress, 
nembeis ittolnaing not more than three General Beoretariea appointed by the 
j from amongst the mdnbers at the All India Congress Committee^ and a 
* appointed ^ him from amongst the delegates. 

The Working Committee shall be the executive autbori^ and aa sndh ahall 

j power to carry into effect the polioy and programme laid down by the AU 

ZndJa ObiMneeaiCoBimitta and the ConiprM and dudl remain reaponsible thereto. 

(c) JbiB WcMng Committee diall place before every meeting; of the All-India 
OoBgm O omni i tte ii the reporte of ita proceedinga and fbe agenlb of the meeting 
anad diall bfriga at hast one clear day for resolutiona of whidi due notice may have 

All In<Ua Congress Cominitten other than those 


iU; 


besn d*sa by tilt members of tibe . 

dM W^orlmgjCkiBiiidi^ in Mooidanoe with tha rnlM pmetibel in that bahalL 
(d) The WoddnfiP!^«ittaa, dull appoint onaornma kapeeton to ezamine 
the vaaoida, pakM IM Mnont bOgka m all Oon^ceea oemnUantma, whieb diall 
fniniA a^Un^MitfM #Ta to ^ iupaetm aooaaa to dl offloea and launda. 
The Woiilii QiiMnittai ahall hm the power : 
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(0 Tb tnau nilti and ime intfaraetioiii for flie paper mkin ot Ott Gone* 
titatiaii end in ad mete not oOienriae prov^ for, ' 

m % anp^tcnd. dinrt and eontnd all Oongieaa Oamndtteea, 
urn 1b take nieh midplinOT aetton as it map deem dt against a eommittee 
or indindnal te aaiaoondnet, wQfai nedeet or defaolt 

A lhe WoddnK Oommittea ahw pagr to tbe Fiovindd Oongnas Committee 
[ the j^nal, Bearion, ona-llMLjtt tim. fees leoonnd frnn the '* 


iritbiii > wrtoi g^ ol ilid tmninaidioa of 

{g) ^ WorJdiig Committee ehalTteke stepe to have a ngahi audit of tibe 
aeooonte of the Pfovihcial OongxeM Oomndtteee. 


ArHek XX/— Fvide 

The Tteaenm ^ell be in eharge of the funds of the Congress and dull keep 
proper acooonts of all inTestments, income and expenditure. 

ArHek XX//— Geaseal Beere U np t ee 


(а) The General Becretaries diallbein the office of the All India Congress 
Committee and the Working Committee. 

(б) The General 8^ etaries shall be responsible for the publication of the 
report of the proceedin/ . the Annual or Special Session in co-operation with 
the Frovindal Comm. concerned. Such report shall be published as soon as 
possible and not later i four months after the Session. 

The General becretaries shall ptepm the report of the work of the All 
India Congress Committee and the Workine Committee during their period of office 
and submit it. with a full account of the funds which may nave come into thdr 
hands, to the meeting of the All India Congress Committee immediately before the 
Annual Session. 

ArHek XX///— -VaeaMleB 

The office of a ddegate or a member of the All India Congim Committee or 
a Profincial Congtees Coinmittee shall be Taeated by resignation Joeath or prolonged 
absence from India and such vacancy diall be filled by the Proyincial CongM 
Committee oonoemed in the same manner in which the vacating member was 
chosen. A vacancy on the Working Committee diall be filled by the President 

ArHek XXIV--FniHkfeB 

Where there is a Question of considering the value of fractions, a fraction of 
one-hidf or more shall be treated as one^ and less than one-half as sera 


ArHek XXr— Language 


^o)^.Thej> 4 ioceeffings of.the,C^ the All Indm j^gress CospiittM uid 


ouking Cbmmittee''Bhall ordinaiBy be conducted in Hindustani*. The English 
m or any pro^dal language may be used if the speaker is unable to epmk 
— uustani or whenever permitted by tlm President ^ . 

The proceedings of the Provincial Con g re s s Committee diall ordinarily be 
in tiMbm^uSo of the province ooncemed, Hindustani may alsobewsed. 


eondiuitl 



The All India Muslim League 

. DR. SYED ABDUL LATIPS SCHEME 

The Werking Gonunittee of the All India Muslim League which met at 
Meerut on the 25tn. March 1939 appointed a committee to examine and report on the 
varioua draft schemes of constitutional reforms put forward to secure the rights and 
interests of Muslims in India. 

The resdutioD on constitutional changes referred to the League’s op^ition to 
the scheme of Federation as proposed in Uie Government of India Act. The work- 
ing of the Ptovincial part ox the Constitution, it was stated, had ’^created grave 
apprehension amongst Moslems and other minorities regarding their future, be- 
cause the provincial scheme has utterly failed to safeguard even the dementary 
rights of the Moslem minorities in various provinces.” 

The committee consisted of die following :—Mr. M. A. Jinnah, Sir Sikandar 
Hyat Khan, Syed Abdul Aziz, Khawaja Sir Nazimuddin. Sir Abdul Haroon. Sardar 
Aurangseb JSlhan, Nawabzada Liaqatali Khan. The following in the text of the 
draft scheme which was prepared by Dr. Syed Abdul Latif of Bydcrabad and 
placed before the Sub-committee of the League : — 

Whereas the Constitution provided in the Government of India Act of is 
not acc^table to the Moslems of India because 

(a) It is framed on the assumption that India is a composite nation which it 
is not and does not promise to be, so long as the Hindus and Moslems, the two 
leading or major nationalities of India continue to remain divided into two different 
social orders drawing direct inspiration in every detail of life from two fundament- 
ally different rdigions or cultures, 

(bl The democratic majority Government which it has established in most 
provincial unite, and aims to establish at the centre will in reality be a Government 
a a ringle majority nationality, viz., the Hindus, on whose sufferance the other 
uationahtieB will have to live, 

(c) It will reduce the Moslems j^cipetually to the position of a hdpless 
minon^ at the Centre and in most of the Hritish Provinces, as well as, in all but 
a few of the aevml hundreds of Indian States, 

(d) It will deny to them opportunity of economic regeneration and of free and 
independent cultural development on Islamic lines, 

(e) It neutralises their historic importance in the country, and eliminates for 
ever every prospect of their acquiring a status whereby they may exercise a steady- 
ing influence on the administration of the country and, 

(f) It hdps to intensify and perpetuate the prevailing cultural cladies between 
the Hindus and the Moslems— rdimous, social, economic, educational, and political, 
—all operating to put off indefinitely India’s attainment to independence. 

The Moslems of India call upon the Britidi Parliament to replace the Govem- 
nent of India Act of .1935 by another which should lead the country to resolve it- 
eell into an independent confederacy of culturally homogeneous free states as 
CDviaaged in Schedule 1 to this resolution. 

Diyibion into Zones 

The establiihinent of a confederacy of enlturally homogeneous States for India 
will call lor the aeiig^eat of zones to sudi cultural units or nationalitieB in the 
eonntry as may by virtna of their number and economic position afford to leaolve 
thememves coltazally into homogeneous states. Since this condition may be fulfilled 
In tlm ease of the two leadixm nationalitlee of India, the Moelemi and the Hindai» 
Uw Modems of India will awn to ehow where such sones . may conveniently be 
lamed for Smbl leavii^ the rest the ocnmtry U> resolve itsdf into Hmda 
mom, eo that aoMwnraie m homelaads of their own, the two mig^t fredy nnite in- 
to a eonfede m ey. The ooMm netionelitiee sudi as the Christians or Anglo-Indltt^ 
Bndhisti^ end wM ham not so fur Aown any irreeondleble tmml difiar* 
enaes w« eldier Ifw moim oi the Moslems may oonthme to live wham they m 
nndar een s Htnti o n of die coontry adeanate and eflhetive enltmid aa% 
gneidai 0^o ffo^ if dug so desire^ oaiitoiiSlile^ whemver poedbie^ in emk 
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* Tlw f<tfmati<m ci nnch n>neB will take time, |ub it will have to be effected by 
exohange m populamn spread conveniently over a number of years, on lines, more 
or less, followed by Turkey and Greece in 1923 \ but the demarcation should be 
made before the ^room storts. The* exchange d population is ultimately a i. 
question of compensation for prop<nrty in all forms left behind ^ migiants, and 
may be settled between the GKivernmenls of the areas concerned. The prepaimon 
of registm of Jhose^ who will be inualHted in the exchange and the determination 
of the reciprocal financial obligations of^Ste units concerned will have to be done 
in ^ truisitional period. Tor the imrpose the forthcoming census of 1041 may 
do the spade work and furnish prdiminary date for the consideration of a Boym 
CommtssioQ which will have to be appointed to demarcate the zones. 

OONFEDBBAOT FOB INDIA 

A lasting confederacy for India will be posiuUe only when these zones are 
finally formed and rendered culturally homogeneous: This being the goal, and the 
only solution to the problem of Indian unity, a constitution wul have to be devised 
for the transitional period which, while assuring political unity for the whole 
country, will allow no single nationdity to obtain the upper hand over the other, 
and yet afford them all every moral urge to work t^ethor for the evolutioii ot 
the needed homogeneous free states. 

The transitionid constitution is si^gested in broad outline in Part III of 
this schedule, and should form tlie immediate objective. 

But before outlining the transitional constitntion, the several zones into whidi 
India will ultimately have to be resolved may roughly bo indicated here, leaving 
the final demarcation to the Koyal Commission to be. This will determine the 
goal and infiuence the transitional stage. 

Moslem Homeland 


As things stand, the following zones should be assigned to the Moslems 

North^We 9 t' Block.— Thete is at present a great Moslem block in the North- 
West consisting of Sind, Baluchistan, the Punjab, North-West Frontier Province 
and Kashmir, Khairpur and Bahawalpur. The whqlo^ of this area needs to be 
converted into a Moidem Zone, allowing over 30 millions of Moslems a free 
homeland of their own. But as several Hindu and Sikh Indian States are situated 
therein governed by treaty relations 'with British Paramountcy, the Hindus and 
Sikhs of this area who materially do not differ from each other in culture,^ may 
concentrate into these States with the boundaries of the State of E^ashmir and 
Jammu altered in certain respects to give them a free and homogenous cultur^ 
existence. This State has a predominant Moslem population. Its Hindu Bulo. is 
in possession of the territory through a proprietory nght acquired from the Briti^ 
in lieu ^ mcmetory consideration. In the interests of abiding peace m the land, 
toe transootion may be re-settied with adequate compensation allowed ^ to toe 
Maharaja. This may be done either by transferring to toe British Punjab such 
portions of the State as axe pr^minantly Moslem in populaten in exchange for 
toe Bntish Xangra Valley which is at present predominantly Hindu, or in any otho 
manner that may be mutually agreed to between the parties oonowned m 
conformity with the requirements of toe proposed confederacy of cultuzally 
bomoffttut^tia atotes. 

It IB to be added that Amritsar of religious importance to toe Sikhs toUing 
within toe Modem zone may bo ctmverted into a Iree city for toe Sikhs. 

HortK-Bat Stock.— Right on the other ude of In<Ua. tiie North-E^ Oete 
ieneolUlUoekoilfoelemein Boigd end Aeiam of over 30 milliOBS, ^ may 

^ the. two abqee ^ 

Moeleme sie nawerily dietributed. Thoee of this aiee Unng doee to ee^ el Jte 
two Uodn' idionM be ettrected for netureU«tl« to tte ««« »^ to tbm. Oe 
Met, Sm gnat bdkrtxloiMdug at preaent to the Umt^ PrariacM a^ tthac- 
hnmberiBK aboAt 12 auuiooa, may te oonoentrati^ hi a Uook exten^ng in » 
Uae teinW Weatani border of United nrovtooee to Uwotaow md iw^Bg .ap 
^EUimpur on fit wife Uiia zone shemM oe contigu^t to w iraiji 
ont lha Eindn ieU|d<»» o«trea of Mnttia, Benan 

Stoak.-l%a Xodama b^ tba Vto dhyaa . and 

rts tt" 2 ^ 
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HTdaeiM and Bam may wHh a. motw A ^S?®fSi. *2 

Ombi in iSb» scratli, ranninc dofm v%a Kankool ind Oadda^ to Uia OitJ oC 
IfMdiai. Tlim it OD infloentiM idborA of tlun^t amdog the M wbp prefer 

to bare an opning to the Wettem Ooatt via B^ptiz. Qndi a ftrip with an 
opeikioa to the tea ml be found neoateary to settle the large Modem meroantUe 
and m^ne eommonity living for ages on the Ooromandal and Malabar Ooaata. 

Hyderabad haa been ehoeen for the oonoentiation of the Modem population 
in the south because it oommands a central position and will allow the formation 
of five autonomous cultural aoues for the Hindus— the Mahrattas, the Andhras, 
the fhmilians, the Eanarese, and the Malayalis with eadudre boundaries of thdr 
own. To shift the Modem sons from the oentrd Ppdtion chosen will be topush 
it into one of five Hindu nmes }ttst mentioned. That will bifurcate the Hindu 
aone concemed and destroying its lln^aistie or cultural homogendty. At present, 
three diffeient Hindu nationalities, the Mahrattas, the Andhras and the Kanarese 
have oveerspc^ themsdvee on this area from thdr natural homdands on dtber 
dde. They will now have to'ioin thdr respective mdnstocks and live a compact 
life idA ukcir own kind in British India, leaving this neutral ground to concentrate 
With^ it the entire Moslem population from di over the Peninsula. It is only 
a mdter of cdnddcnco that this central land happens to be the*d6mdn Of a 
Moslem Bulcr ; but the thought of making it a homdand lor Moslemf is not 
^y^AMln on that sole ground, although the ooinddence may ofibr/«y>ndderable 
bcility in the final settlement ' , , ^ , 

'the Moslem* living outdde of the areas covered by the four mam Modem 
aones. ate., those living in Rajputana. Qujrat, Malwa, and Western India States 
may concentrate in the Moslem Indian States dtuated in these areas, and in a 
newly constituted free city of Ajmer which under the scheme will become culturally 
hennogeneoaB lor the Moslems. 

Hindu Zones 


The rest of India, will now be in a podtion to resolve itself into enlturd 
aoiies lor the Hindus according to the weral languagm d»ken by wi., 

Bengdi, Hindi. Oriyya, Ba^wthini, Gujarati, Maharattie, Tdugu, Tamil, Canarese^ 
and Mdayalam or in any manner the Hindus may decide upon. 

It may be pointra out that each culturd sone, Hindu or Moslem, will 
consist, wherever necessary, of British territory and Indian States grouped together 
in view of natural affinities. Each such sone will form a homogeneous state with 
a tiVlily de^tralised form of government within, wherever more than a unit 
du^ compose the sone, but fitting dong with dipilar states into an All-India 
Conmderaoy. 

Tbb Safeguaedb 


In the Constitution of the Confederacy the following provisions will need to be 
made.*^ 

PvbUe law cf Indian Radons.— (1) Individuds bdonging to one or other of the 
aeveid nationalities may for spedd purposes, live in lones to whidi they do not 
natordly belong. Sudi individuals will be afforded security of person and rights of 
citiasnamps under a ^Public Law of Indian Nations” to tie adc^ted by the Oentrd 
Gover n ment. 

JUlighuv Shrines, de.— /2) All rdigions dirines, monuments and graveyards 
bdoni^g to the Hindus or the Modems and left behind by dtber will bo preeerved 


aid IpSed after by eadi confederate regiond state under the supervlaion of the 
Naddhislf.— (3) The smdler nationalities inch ss the 


Masiians^iA TIm 
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norkma lapifaaed ela aaa a ud mtogahablaat eiqilieinlatfai^ 
I a» wf aca all orar ttia conotiy and fainlng eoannaaa 
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■tagM letding tfaenlo. Put XU oatUnci dM imnMdipto 


to be mailDed by definite 
ttago iin thft proo6M. 

.. j” D>d>» irfn hete to fit into toe oonoepton ot 

murt leed to it It may eren toke the 
torn of n Fedenetto, ncjiM ^ neUnary pomn <n toe Centra are radneed to a 

te gxcKipM uter on vnte tltt denied oWnul nmee. This will necera 


tipD of onrtain new Fkovipcee cnlton^^ lingnistie lines widiont inYolvIng immo- 
^te eidrage of poimlatione * The new ftovinoee may be oonstitated eYcn 
bat_rae of A em m uy late^ ehoold be canred immemately ont ^ the pmentSSiSt 
L^ctoow as Its centra It should be formed with a YiiSr to lesolfing 
it eventudly into a UMlem zone, and a permanent home lor all the Moslems liviS 
at present in U. P. and Bihar. ^ 

It is for the const! National lawyers to work out the details of the transitional 
constitution, but any nnok constitution should embody the following provisions •— 

L In the preamble, it muse be dearly brou^t out that the aim of the tmad- 
tional Federal constitution laid down is to lead India to a confederacy of only cul- 
turally homogeneous free states. 

2. Leg%8laUon.--M The Federal Lagtolative list should be reduced to a 
minimum number of items and be confine only to subiects which concern the 
common political and economic interests of India as a whole. 

(b) All other subjects should form the Provincial list subject to the following 
proviso:— 

Regionutl Boards.-— There may be subjects of cultural and economic importance 
common to contimous federal units and it will be found useful to have for th^m 
B^onal or Zonal Boards to evolve a common line of action, leaving the in^vidual 
fed&al units to legislate in the light of the common policy evolved. 

Three of the aones may be constituted as follows:— 

!• North-West Zone composed of Sind, Baluchistan, N.-W. F. P., Kashmir, 
Khain>ur, and the Indian States of the Punjab Agency. 

2. North East Zone composed of Benm and Assam. 

3. The Dominions of Hyderabad and Berar. 

Ihe above arrangement has two advantages 

(i) It will remove Cultural Legislation from Federal control. 

(ii) It will devdop a sonal or rmonal sense necessary to evolve cnltnialiy 
autonomous states, which the transitional constitution is to lead to. 

TBANsinoH Stags 

Safeguards for Afos/ema.— Whatever be the nature of the transitional Federal 
constitution, whether consisting of newly formed units as sugqrated above or of units 
in their existing form, the Moslems wul need the undermentioned safeguards to be 
incorporated in the Constitution. 

Jisprsssntaiion on Legislature,--!* The system of separate dectorate for 
Mosl^is should be maintained, as wdl as the existing proportion of Moslems in the 
several Legislatures. 

2. The inclusion of the Indian States in an All-India Federation dioaH be 
made dependent upon their returning to the Central Le^latures a sufficient qnota 
of Moslems so as to maintain their present proportiem at the Centre. 

3. If the proposed Zonal or Regional Boards are establUOied the Moslems 
itiioald be allowed adequate and effoctive representation commensurate with their 
total strength in the L^islatuies of several units composing each Zone. 

X«V<ttoltoM.— AU snbjwto toaobing toeir nUgton, tow «iid onltm 

iriU be toe eioltniTe ooncera of toe Itoelem members of toe Legistotara eonom^ 
MBstitatod into * Bpeotol Cojmnittee^te pmppse. Ita strangto^ of .toe 

^i^r%igioii. 
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majority nationality whioh permanently xetume tlie majority of membem to the 
liOriaUtuie and in as much as the majority nationality, namriy the Hindue, 
nnlortanately dil&sr from the Moalema, the next largest nationality in the country, 
not merriy m the fundamentals of life and outlook but in almost every detul ii 
domestio and social life, the governance of the country by a permanent majority 
in the Lejiriatuxe resolves itsw into the governance oi the country by the majori^ 
nationality only and cannot be expected to be a Government of the whde 


E2ducatioa 
provision 
appoint a 
nave the 


The Executive that needs to be chosen for evc^ province and the Centre 
should in the present stage be a composite executive representing Hindus and 
MMems with an agreed policy acceptable to both, and not liable to oe turned out 
by the Lei^lature. That should be the arrangement, at any rate, until India 
roKdves itirif into a confederation of culturally autonomous free states, when alone 
hme democracy may take its birth in the country, and responsible Government 
justified. 

Under the transitional constitution, therefore,, the Executive should be not 
a *^parliamentcu 7 executive” in the English sense, but a "stable executive” 
independent of the legislature as in the great democracy of the United States of 
America, but the Prime Minister instead of being elects directly by the people 
ai the fteident in U. 8. A., should be elects by the entire Le^slature, and 
steuld remain in office during the life of the iemslature, and will not be remove- 
able by it. He will choose nis colleagues of Ministers in the interests of good 
Government from the members of all groups in the legislature, an euuitable 
number of whom should be Moslems enjoymg the confidence of the Moslem 
members of the legislature conceined and should be selected from a panel suggested 
by them. 

Of the two Provinces into vhich Hindustan will be divided, the Prime 
Minister for the Lucknow Province should be a Moslem, as this area will have 
in the transitional period to prepare itself to resolve into a Moslem zone, and will 
have its policy to directed by a Moslem. 

In the case of the portfolios affecting Law and Order and 
which have to deal with problems over which cultural differences arise, 
should be made to have a Minister and an Assistant Minister ana to 
Moslem to either of the two posts, in order that the Government may 
benefit (ff his steadying influence. 

Public Service Commies' ..—It should be provided in the Constitution 
that in all provinces whore the Moslems are in a minority and at the centre, 
one of the members of the Public Service Commission should be a Moslem, 
part of whose duty shall tie to see that the ratio fixed for the Moslems in public 
services is proper adhered to in practice by the Government. 

Jttdtctary.— Tile personal law of the Moslems riiould be administemi by 
Moslem Judges. 

Moslem Board o/ Education and Economic Uplift, --In should be pr9vided 
in the constitution that in each provincial unit a Moslem Board should be establi- 
shed to coiatrol and supervise the cultural side of the education of Moslems, their 
technical and industrial -tmining and to devise measures for their ^ economic and 
sodal uplift. For this })ur)X)se a proper budg;etary provision shall be made. 

Special Taxation,— li for any S|i6c*ial object, the Moslems are willing to tax 
themsej^ves, the necessary legislation should be passed. 

Exchakqb of Population 

One of the objects of the transitional constitution is to facilitate and prepare 
the grouiid for the migratiou of Moslems and the Hindus into the zones specified 
m Siem so as to deYdop them into culturally autonomous States. During the 
inmsitional period migmtion should be on a voluntary basis. For this the 
necessary Imsladon will have to be passed for each region, and a machine^ set 
nc to cffganlze and r^ulate this voluntary migration. The proposed constitution 
imi thttifexte hii^e to ifoyide for the ap^ntment of a Boyal Commiasion to 
down a suitable propaunsie of ^adual exchange of population. 

The result of maybe reviewed from time to time and 

if it ribonld be found :ibi(t it has dimmi^ the cnltuxid dashes between the 
Mdslems and the Hin^s to iw ^^edaMe extent and given them a sense of 
secorily wherever they iiead iV or has brought about a ohiu^ of heart 
io driiar eamp, adgiiition may be pot off Indefinitely, 

1!^ tdiutary method adhmd m te 
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The Andhra Mnslim League Conference 

The Andhn P^incM MuBlim League Confi»en<^ the firat of ita Und, waa 
held under the presidentship of Mr. Mahaboob AH Baig^ at Hthapur on the 
SOth. Jannarr 1989 in a decorated pandal. It passed a resolution, among others, 
supporting the policy and programme ot^es . All-India Muslim L^ue. 

Mr, Mahalmh Ali Baig^ in the cotifse of his presidential address, snfveyed the 
modern tendencies in the world in the fidd of politics and economics and oDsenred 
that he would not dare to say at the present moment what form of Government 
should be advocated. Tlie foreign dominance was still there \ the proposi^ Federa- 
tion had been condemned on all hands as unsatisfactory and inadequam. Provincial 
Autonomy had been working in the country with dubious effects and the fears of 
the minorities had not been allayed. They had, therefore, to decide what should be 
their attitude in the present circumstances and he had no hesitation in commending 
to them the solution embodied in the creed of the All-India Muslim Leo^e. He 
aflUrmed that it was perfectly legitim'ite for minorities to demand constitiitional 
safeguards. The President rrferi i to the attempts on tlie pui’t of the Congress jo 
create a split among the Muslims by weaning some of the Muslims from (he Muriim 
League. The attempt on the part of the Congress to enrol more Muslims as Con- 
gressmen was bound to be considered as a hostile act aiming at the disintegration 
of Muslim solidarity. It was for the Muslims to so organise themselves as to mche 
it imitossible for the Congress to weaken it, so that its legitimate demands for safe- 
guaras might not be brushed aside. 

Resolxjtionb 

The Conference regretted the death of Maulana Bhaukat Ali and Kamal 
Ataturk and supported the policy and pro{^amme of the All-India Muslim 
League and declared tliai the League was the only political bodv representing 
Muslims of India. It called upon the Muslims of the Andhra districts 
to form Muslim League branches in every village, town and district and 
exhorted all Muslims living in Ardhradesa to join the League. It deplored 
the ^religious bias” in the political activities of the Congress Goveinment and 
protests against the singing of tlie ‘‘Vande Mataram” song in any public institu- 
tion. It opposed the introduction of the Wardha and \idya Mandir schemes and 
demanded tnat an educational scheme for Muslims s: ould be drafted in consultation 
with Muslim representatives. 

The Conference urged the immediate creatien of an Andhra Province^ the in- 
terests and rights of Muslims being adequately safeguarded therein. It also con- 
demned the Britirii policy in Palestine. 

The Conference resolved to hold a special Conference of the Muslims of the 
Andhra Province at a central place with a view to accelerating the League campaign. 


The Bihar Muslim League Conference 

That the Bih<ir Muslim liCaguc would start civ?l (ujobediencc against the 
Government, if the latter introdiurcd the Wanlha scheme in the province, was 
threat held out in a resolution ]'>nsBcd at the annual oonfcrc :cc of the Bihar Provin- 
cipl Muslim League held at l^atna on the 1.3tb. March 1089. 

Tlie Conference requested the Working Ooroniittce of the All-India^ Muslim 
League to sanction the launching of civil dinobcdicncc agaiust the introduction of the 
sclicme, to be diroctecl by the l*rovincial I/jngue, which would convert its Working 
Committee into a **War Councir* for the purpose. „ , , , . 

Another resolution demanded tliat all demonstration s against Hyderabad be 
banned, otherwise "the rcsi^oiisibllity for any eonsoqueut disturbance wiU rest with 
the Government.” 

The Oonfciencc called on the Government of Bihar to withdraw the Municipal 
Amendment Bill and ])rotcBled against the introduction of tiie system of joint doc- 
torates to loeal bodies emliodied in tiic Bill. „ . , . , , 

Ihe Conference xc-docted Syed Abdul Axis ns President of the Provmcid 

l-esgue. 
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Tilt U. P« MutUm League Conferenee 

Tlia Mnilim LeigiM it no more domineered by e hendfnl ol xkh indivi- 
dnele, nor it it tn oipmitetion of. e teotkm bat of the eholh Madim ponelaoef^ 
dedexed Ndwab Muhamad Ismaii JChant predding Ofer the XT. P* Mndim 
Lthgoe Conteenoe held et Gorthhpnr on the l&u ItM. 

fiinoe the introdnetUm of Profindal Aatonomy, edded Ifawab Muhamtid 
JmaU Kkan^ the oonetitation of the Letgoe bed been almoit molntionited. It 
Hit now e demomtie body, with complete indqwndence tt ite goel. Itt doort 
were open to ell end e good Matlim could be t good Leegoer. BeCerring to the 
ehtxge Ihtt the Letgne wot t tnpporter of Bxitith Imperieiitm, he teld that tiudi 
a^Mraont were unbecoming on tim pert of thote, **who egeintt their mdnoiplet 
were blindly following one who wu not even a four anna member of the Oongrett, 
Had not that peraon recently declared the Ckmgxett to be an ally of the hSitlah 
Qoremment? The Oongreat ^wta the biggeat mly to-day with the reanlt that none 
but that organiaation now counted idth i&e Britaui Government.” *Ta the taking 
of .the cm of allegiance and aitting in Miuiaterial chain wrecking the 
conatitutioiiT” aaked the Nawab* “Haa not Pandi^. Jawaharlal Kebru, once the 
neajteat opponent of office arceptanoe, meekly aubmiUed to that dedaiont” 
The Congxma Government dared not go, he atattd, againat the wbdiea of the 
Government leat it ^honld lead to uieif reeignation. Deapite all tb.t% it waa 
deidorable that the Jamiat ahould repoae confidence in the Oongieaa. 

Nawab Umail Khan reiterated hia oppontion to the Federal adheme aa envi- 
aaged in the Government of India Act, but opposed the demand for a Oonatitaent 
Aiaembly unleaa the Hindu-Muslim queadon waa aatiafactorily aettled. The Nawab 
Idt that in view of the Gongreaa agitation in Indian Btatea, the League ahould aee 
that the right of Mnalima in the Statea were aaleguarded. Beferring to commnnal 
xiota, Nawab lamail Rban ezpreaaed the opinion that political unieat alone oonld not 
be reapondble for them. BemeaBion would not aolve oommunal tnmble. Suapioion 
and nuiaapprehenaion bad to be removed, and a dear and definite policy of recog- 
nition and fulfilment of xdigioua righta ahould be evolved, after conaultiDg the leadera 
of the various communitiaa. Befe^g to Palcadne^ he said, it waa the concern of 
the Mudima of the entire world. The League ahould decide ita future couxae of 
action in reapect of thia iaauc after conaulting ita deputation now in England. 


Meerut Diwiaion Mualim League Conference 

With the arrival in Meerut on the tfth. Maidi im of Mr. if. A. Jinnah, 
Preaident ol the All-India Mudim League, and other leadera, prdiminary diaonaaibna 
begun wbidi led to the iCKirientaUon of the League pdicy in oertain important 
leapeota. The *^AB8ociated Preaa” apedd correapondent gathered from wdl-inlormed 
guartera that there were two queatfoua impermoat in dm mirda of the leadera there. 
Theae were : Fixatly, the formulation of a acheme which wonld aeoure the pditical 
and eoltural development dong traditiond Idamio linea, of the Mudim mation” 
in India ; and, aeooodly, the immediate adoption of meaauzea effisotivdy to aafeguard 
die interata of the MnaUma in the Statea. 


The espzeadoQ givw on the fifith. Maxdi by NawabMada Liaquai Ali JXhoff, to 
the view, af a cotain aecdon d! League minion that the 1906 Ooradtudon had failed 
ao far aa Mualima were eonoemed, brought Mudim leadera to the point where tbev 
were eonaidering whether Mualima dioaid preaa for aeonxiug for themadvea pwticd 
and cttltuxil indmendence. In thia connection, attention waa bdim foonaaed on a 
lumber of draft admmea which were oonaidered by the Working Committee of the 
Lewpn on the nod day. Ae regmda the policy of the League via-a-via the Statea, 
the general fading among the leadera aaaemmed appeam to be that the League 
dioiild render all bdp u Mudima iu* the Statea to enable them to aecuxe tfidr 
logitimate plaoetii any lebrma that mig^ be introdueed. 

Mr. if. A. dkimak auida a brief apeeeh in Urdu on the SSCb. Mardi at the 
League O n a ffi j Uii B r die laattwo yeara. be laid, Mudima W 

— 0 xeaSaa dPlha Oongmaa waa ti^g to perpetrate a big politioal 
tend. Mualim Laagni keembera wm atill called oommundiate neoanae 
fi^i^not pnpmd to idl into the trap act for them by the Omam 
The Mudime were told by cartaln intereated paraona that they imodd 
not oppoae dm Cbngieaa^ whiett waa worldng te the uplUt of the poor m waa de- 
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^ Wn H wdly ttia 

people T JOikii of «No.iio^ Tlie .Minnie 
Wng wrought on them in die Oongien no?iiieeo. 

oVT?n ”®T[ imODglt Uw whO 

wm in ay«w of im<mditl^ly Joining the OongxeM. afc. Jinneh began by 
•e^g that Nai^ Jm n eh e d Khan was not an estmnist and had until reoently 
^mayed in worl^g with the Bntiiah and the Hindus. Similarly, Nawabsada 
All Khm was of ^ conservative soM. of tho^t and came of Nawab uSS^. 
Whatj then, were the forces A wmrk v^leh had nrongjht about thia <diange in the 
mentaUty of th^ two mp ? Rgfening to the interww wh^ the spediS cones- 
^6ent of ^e “Nw York Times’* recently had with Mr. Gandhi. Mr.^innah said 
tont the Mahatnm sdd^ in answer to the correspondent’s qumtions. that the 

and, 


eminent. Should it^ then, lie in the mouths of Gongressmm to say tiiat the MusSm 


League was an ally of the British Government ? He urged the audicM not to be 
earned away by the false propaganda of the Congress. He assured them that if 
they united and organised themselves, no poorer on earth woidd be able to crush 
thm or their organimtion, the Muslim League. 


P«esaed to add a few words in EngliBh, Mr. Jinnah said that it was pre- 
sumably the intelligentsia that spoke English. Addressing the intelligentsia, tnme- 
for& he impressed upon them that it was from thel? ranks that tiie leaders and officers 
of their organisation must come. Throi^hout the world it was the intelligentsia 
that was providing the leadership ^d drive of the great movements. But he warned 
that tiusy must be prepared to make every sacrifice to establish and mainfadn their 
solidarity. His message to them was : *^Be prepared to sacrifice anything and 
everything rather than sacrifice a hair of your national community.” 

Welcoming the ddegates to the Conference, Major Nawab Jamahod Alt Khan, 
Chairman cf the Beception Committee declared that the march of time demanded that 
the Muslim riiould take stock of their activities in the field of practical politics^ 
rather than mmly passing resolutions. The All-India Muslim League, he said,' 
stood lor the unity of Indian Muslims and its object was to awaken them to 
ti^r religious duty and make them aware of their internal and external enemies. 
He said that the Muslims stood for that liberty^which acknowledged equal ri^ts for 




PBli 


events in Benares, Cawnpore, Mereira, Badaun, Maharajganj and Allahabad in U. P. 
were a sufficient proof of that. He thought that expeiience had shown that the western 
type of democi'acy had fiailed. in India. Just as it cannot be tolerated that Indian 
Dta: 3 s ^ould interfere in our affaire, similarly they should be left alone to talm 
care of their owu affairs. But the Bajkot incident was an eye-opener. If this 
sort o' interference was continued, the Mushms of British India would be obliged 
to take st^B to safeguard the interests of their biethren in the States. He 
complained that the Zemindars of the U. P. were being deprived of their 
poBseBsionB by false pretences and that the Indian problem was the problem 
of bread. He deplored the propaganda that was being canied on against the 
Urdu language. He said that if India attained freedom, then Urdu would be toe 
only Indian language that could help in carrying on diplomatic talks with 
countries iu the Near East, iinidly, he appealed to the Ulemas to give a true 
lead to the Muslims in formulating their attitude towards otoer political parties 
in India^ 


The A. 1. Mutlim League Working Committee 

A d'Msision to .ppcniit a committee to examine and leport on &e yariona 
draft schemes '^ut forward as being more likdy toan ^ the present constitution to 
secure the rights and inteiests of Muslims in India was taken at me >i^f^ting m 
the All -India Mmilim League Working Committee, held at M^ru t on the 15to. 
Mafeh 1089 at the residence of Nawab Mohamed Imail Khan, Pimd^t of^ toe 
g. P. Provincial Muslim League. The meeting pass^ another rcsolutior advising 
Muslima in tlto States to efil^vely organise themselves and assuring them Of ito 
luUest support. 
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Hr. Jinmdh praided Mid among those pmeot were Sir SUrandar Hyat Khan, 
Sir Abdulla Haroon. Ha]i Abdoa Sattar, Easak 6e^ Abdul AisasiRaeal, Mr. 
Abdul A. Banf ^ah, Malik Birkatali. Baja of Adimudabad, Nawab Mohd. 
Ismail Khan, Begam Mohammad AU and N^wabsada LiaquataH Khan. 

]lesoliitieii~*on Fedsiattoii 
The following is the teat of the first resolution 

*Whereaa the Muslim League is cn^ed to the schmne of Federation 
embodied in the Government of India Act, 19B5, 

*^Whereas the working; of the provincial part of Ihe constitution has created 

K ve apprehension amongst Muslims and other minoritieB regarding their future 
ause the provincial scheme has utterly failed to saf«>guara even the elementary 
rights of i^e Muslim minorities in various provinces, 

**And whereas by a resolution possea at the Bitna session in December, 1938, 
the President of the All-India Muslim League was authorised to adopt such 
course as may be necessary with a view to exploring the possibility of a suitable 
alternative which would safeguard the interests of the Mussalmans and other 
minorities, the President, with the conference of the working committee, hereby 
appoint a committee of the following to examine various schemes already 
propounded by thoge who are fully versed in the constitutional development of 
India and other countries, and those tha: may be submitted hereafter to the 
President, and rmrt to the working committee their conclusions at an ea^ date : 

Mr. M. A. Jinnidi, Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan, Byed Abdul Aziz, Khawaja 
Sir Nazimaddin, Sir Abdulla Haroon, 3frdar Aurangz^ Khan, Nawabzada 
Idaquatali Khan (Convenor).** 

States ft Muslims 
Following is the text of the second resolution 

**In view of the set policy of the Congress and other Hindu organisations 
to achieve Hindu supremacy and their persistence in xesorting to coercive and 
subversive methods in the Indian States, the Muslim League is gravdy concerned 
with regard to the fate of Muesalmans in various States and therefore earnestly 
advisee them effectively to organise themselves forthwith in order to protect their 
libertiee, ri^ts and interests and assures them of its fullest support ana assistance 

^ Ihe Scretary then made his report regarding his visit to C. P. in connection 
with the Vidyamandir scheme which was recorded. The working committee resolved 
that as a result of the settlement between the 0. P. Government and the Muslim 
Lea^e with rmrd to the proposed Vidyamandir scheme it notes with satisfaction 
that the C. P. Muslims are taking practical steps to advance Muslim jducation. 
It appeals to every Mussalman to assist the Association which is being formed 
for this purpose. 


The All Indie Muslim League Council 

The Council of the All-India Muslim Ijcague met at new Delhi on the Sib. April 
1989 under the presidentship of Mr. M. A, Jinnah, llcp/esentatives from all provinces 
were present. Mr. Jinnah plained at considerable length the implications of the 
resolutions passed by the Working Committee of the League after its Patna 
sessiol and said that copies of Pirpur report on communal disturbances had been 
Imaxded to the Viceroy and the Congress Governments concerned. The League 
now awMted the action on that report. In regard to Palestine, Mr. Jinnah advised 
die Council to defer farther action till the publication of the proposals by His 
MaJesty^s Government and the return of their own delegates from London. Mr. 
Jinnah was glad to inform the Council that Muslims in the Indian States were 
rapitfiy orgaatBliig themselves. In regard to Federation, he said that there were 
several Bchemea in Uie field induding that of diviaing tiie country into Muslim 
and Hindu These schemes were before the Committee which had been 

set up by the Womng the League. He assured the meeting that 

gift wmmittee wut pledged to any particular scheme. It would examme the 
whole questioii and fflMiiee a sdieme wluch, according to the Oranmittee. would 
be in ^ best inteieit MuriimB of India. 

Btdoiiied diiep B ikm ensaied on the work of the OiganiBatlon Committee 
^npoiftted in tlis Fnnjilb Manlana Zaftt Ali, Mir Maqbul Mahmud, Mir Barkat 
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A** Shah participAted in the disenasian. One point of view wu 

«*i ***^ 0*8“*““* working at it ihoiudr Ifir Maohnl 

MMnnnd enlained^^^t the Comniittee nad been able to oiganiae twenty diatriot 
He ^ tt^^e meeting that the Muslima of the Punjab were la^y 

Organisation of National Guards 

The me^g discussed at leng% ihe pnqxisal to organiae a Nationd Goaid 
on an AU>India baaia. m 


The Baja of Mahmudahad wanted a committM to work out tiie scnemee 

Maulana Zafar Ali felt that the members of the National Guard ahniyli^ be 

paid. 

Mr. fBnnah wanted that a beginning be made with volunteer organisations 
in the provinces, which might develop into a National Guard. 

Nawah Ismail Khan urged that the Guard riiould consist of educated persons 
and a committee was necessanr to determine the period of Gaining and qualiflbitioiiB 
of recruits. The Council decided to appoint a committee. 

Reselntioiis — on Rajkot 

Resolutions relating to the situations in Rajkot, Jaipur and Hyderabad were 
adopted by the Council. The resolution on Rajkot runs as follows:— 

*'The Council of the All-India Muslim League deplores Mr. Gandhi’s action 
in launching upon his fast in a matter of j^liticed isBu& involving, amongt 
otiiers, the inclusion of two Muslim representatives on the Rajkot Constitutional 
Reforms Committee, already nominate by the Thakore Bahcb. This Council 
earnestly urges upon the Thakore Saheb and the Viceroyt who has thought fit to 
intervene as representing the Paramount Power and thereby has created a dangerous 
precedent, that in no case should these two Mrssalman members, who are the 
truly chosen representaives of the Mussalmans of Rajkot now, be displaced by 
the nominees ot Mr. Patel. The Council further urges upon the Mussalmans of 
Rajkot and the Muslim Council to do all in their power to resist any change wi^ 
regard to their representation already declared, as the Muslim L^ue is of opinion 
that such change would be highly detrimental to the vital interests of mjkot 
Mussalmans.” 

During the discussion of this resolution, Mr. Jinnah declared that he was 
not in the confidence of the Viceroy and notiiing which the Vieerov had said or 
done was in consultation with him. He added that one end of the episode was 
the award given by the Chief Justice of India. ^We must wait and see what 
happens next”, he said. Maulana Zafar Ali asserted that Rajkot was a test case 
and was bound to have repercussion everywhere in the Indian States. 


On Jaipur 

The resolution on Jaipur runs as follows 

"The iUduiicil is of opinion that our Muslim brethren, who have migrated 
from Jaipur should be iiersuodcd to return to their homes as it is in their own 
interest to do so, and tliey should not be misled l»y anyone who advised them to 
the contrary. The Council fully symimthises witii their dee|)ly wounded feelings 
with regard to ilie firing, which rcsultcci in loss of and injury to many innocent 
people and will do everything to help tliem in piessing their demand.” 

The resolution was moved by Maulana Zafar Ali, who explained the circum- 
stances under wldch 6,U(X) Muslims had migrated from Jaipur to Delhi. He said 
that tiie Muslim League was opposed to tills migration, wluch had cost the Jaipur 
Muslims a go^ deal of money and inconvenience. 

Mr, ZiatU Haq from Delhi cxplaincil that the mipation was not undertaken 
by Jaipur Muslims at the instance of the Ijeoguc. He informoil the meeting 
that tiie migrnnta wci'c not ]'revar<Hl to go back to Jaipur as they said it would 
be agfunst the oatli they Juid taken before leaving their homes. Furtnei'more^ 
they were not organised and many of Uicm were not prepared to entrust tiudr 
case to the Loiguo. 

, Mr. endorsed tiiis point of view. He said that his own enuuiite 

showed that the Jaipur Muslims were hoiielessly disorganised and had no leader 
fp ^ide them. He iirgoil tliat the first tiling to do was to persuade them to go 
kack to Jaipur and orgauise tiiemselvea under a leader. 


[ OAXiOVRA- 


878 TBE ALL INDIA MU8LXH LEAGUE 

ta 

Tb» xeKdatioiM on Hydmbid wm adq^ted withoat dkenHton. Tba XMola* 
ttoiw roD •• follows 

"In Tlew of ilio levoltttionsry unrest thst is staUdag the land as a lesuU of 
the intenslTS pioMirada launohea by tha ‘National^ Oougceas and its henohmen 
to estdi>li^ Hindu. noKemony all o?er lndia» in utter disregard of the just and 
natund as|dialiions oTlndisn Mnssalmans, this Ooundl trusts that whfle given 
the fullest mteotion to the Mussalmans of the Deooan who oonstitnte the main 
strength of Idam in His Exalted Highness’ Dominions, His Exalted Hifduiess’ 
Government will provide for adequate r^resentation for the millions of D^ressed 
Classes in ^e impending scheme of Oonstitutional Reforms and taka dTective 
steps to emandpate these voiodess millions from the bondage of the high caste 
Hindos, who have lutherto monopolised all administrative and educative |K>wer 
in the mm areas throughout the Dmninions. 

Council views wit^h grave alarm the united onslaught of the Arya 
Samijists. the Hindu Mshasabhaites and their Congress friends on His Exaltm 
Bigness’ Dominion, on the unreal pretext that Hindu religion and Hindu civil 
liberty are in danger of extinction in those Dominions. The Council is firmly of 
the o^nion that the indefensible policy of the Paramount Power in refusing to stop 
this subversive movement in British India against His Exalted Highness the 
Nixam, who is thdr Taithful allv*, has already resulted and will so on resulting 
in an interoommunal dash for which the main responsibility lies on Its shoulders. 

*Tn view of the fact that Mr. Gandhi's direct interference in the affairs of the 
Indian States has for its mdn object the total extinction of the soverdgn preroga- 
tives of the Indian Rulers and the overlordship of the Congress-ridden mdohty, 
the popular front, which is overwhdmingly Hindu as evidenced by the Rajkot 
episode and other atrocities of the Congress in Indian States, the Council urges 
upon His Exalted Highness* Government not to recognise outside agendes. It 
further emphatically calls upon the British Government to stop thdr mischievous 
and dangerous activities as they are already creating communal tension and 
hatred and must lead to serious and disastrous consequences." 


Delhi Provincial Mualim Lesigue Conference 

"In the welter of present day politics, one thing stands out clear, namdy. 
that Mnssalmans are determined to lead a life of equal partnmrship and not oi 
subordination," declared the Itaja Sahib of Mahmudaoad in his presidential 
address at the First Delhi Provincial Muslim League Political Conference, 
hdd at New Delhi on the Sth. April 1089. 

Proceeding, the Raja said that to the Mussalmans the whole question presen- 
ted itsdf not as how the country would be governed but how they would live in 
India. **Tiie alternatives to the Federation have, therefore, no mere academic 
interest to them. These alternatives touch the veiyi fundamentals of their political 
existence." The Raja Sahib referred to tlie plan formulated by the late Sir 
Mohammed Icbal we fundamental weakness of which, according to the Kaja, 
was that it left out of account the fate of the Mussalmans scattered in the 
provinces whore the Hindus happened to be in the majority. "That s^me does 
not take note of Bengal. Hyderabad, Bhopal and other Muslim States." He added: 
•Thera^jf the more recent scheme of dividing India into cultural xones of Hindus 
and Muisalmans. The basic idea underlying the scheme is concentrating cultura- 
lly homogjBnoous popple into separate homelands, States and cantons. It takes 
stock of we present day conditions of the whole Muslim population in India and 
by assigning to them certain areas where they will be invited to migrate volun- 
torily leaves the rest of the county to Hindus. The Baja Sahib next referred 
to the agitation in the Hyderabad State and said that the pace of reforms could 
not be forced by outside interference. He then critidsed "the misrule in Oongress 
provinces" and paid a tribute to "our brave brethren fighting British Imperia- 
Um in Palestine." In eoticlusion he exhorted Mussalmans to organise themselves 
nnder the banner of tl^ l^agoo* 

The first lesdution dealt wiA Muslim representation in local bodies in the 
Ddhl province where it wai stitadi the repreeentation waa very low. 
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, , Oonfwonoe appenloil to the MiiBlima, in view of their economic and 
eial condition, to ueo Bwwlcehi cloth and other articles, and especially to give pro* 
lerence to goods produced by Muslims. 

The Cpnferoncc ^ndemned. “the repressive policy of Congress Ministries to- 
wards Muslims and other minor oommunities.** In this connectmn, special x^ersnee 
was made to the actions of the Governments of dm U. P.. 0. P., and Bihar. 

Finally, it was resolved that the “Government of India Act 1935 is incomplete 
aiid diat the All-Iiidia Muslim Ijcague ^ asked to prepare a preferable Constitu- 
tion, which would safeguard the rights' dljlfiislims. 

ResdlutionB regarding Uyderabod and Jaipur were also moved at the night Bitting. 

Bengal Prowincial Muslim League Committee 

An npYioal to all Muslims to organise tliemselves under the banner of the All 
India ^Iiislim Ticnguc was made by the hon. Air. A, AT. Fatlul Huq^ Chief Minister 
of llcngnl, presiding over the inaugural session of the Council (General Committee) 
of the Bciiiml l^rovincial Aliislira League held at Calcutta on the 8 th. April 1989. 

Mr. 11 uq com}dainoil tliat all the leaders of the' Muslim community through- 
out India liau declared that the Muslimi not only got no iustice at tlie hands of 
the C'ongress Govern men ts, but that thdr legitimate interests were gcnemlly ignor^ 
and often sni'nliced to suit the convenience of the majority community. It was not 
suggested, Mr. lluq added, that the Alinistries themselves had been guilty of *atro- 
citu*s\ but tlie fact remained tliat the Hindus hod been encouraged to commit 
*untold atrocities’ on Aluslims and to commit tlie most* unprovoked assault on thrir 
religion and culture, and the Hiiulit Cungrpss Governments had, not been able to 
protect the Aluslim minorities in tlicir province. 

llie hon. Air. //. S. Suhrawardif, Alinister for Labour, said that tlie Aluslim 
I^aaguc offered a platform to all those who belicveil in justice and fairplay to all. He 
declared that it was i!n|>erativc that the Hindus and the Aluslims must work to- 
gotlior for the attainment of that national indcitcndcnce which must be their goal. 
If tlie Congress, in pursuance of a vain ideal, refused to co- 0 ))erato with the 
Muslims, he said there was no reason why they should not refuse co-operation with 
those non Aluslims whe believed in their principles. The Aluslim Lea^e, he ex- 
plfldnod, was" not anti-Hindu and he considerixl it their duty and the duty of all 
true Muslim Leaders to sec the coo|>eratiou of non-Muslim elements. 

“Under no circumstances should tlie Government recognise the Conpress as 
a national organisation rcprcBcii ting the various communities of India”. This was 
the opinion cxiircssod by the Oomniittoe of the League, which concluded its 
deliberations on the 9tfi. April. Acc^ordiiig to the Committee, the Congress was a 
“communal organisation inimical to Aluslim intorests.” 

The Committee doidared that in matters concerning the Aluslims, the Govern- 
ment should always be guided by the opinion of the Aluslim League “as the sole 
and acetedited representative of the Muslim community.” 

The mating stressed “Uie need for protecting and promoting the Urdu 
language and scrqit in Bengal, and for securing for Muslims special quarters 
in municipal areas and ndeqimto civic amenities.” A Committee was formed to 
ridse a fund of one lakh to -carry on the work of the I«i^ue oiiround lines. 

The hoii. Air. A. AT. Fatlul Haq was elected President. TOe > awab Bahadur 
of Hai'ca, Alaulana Akram Khan, Mr. M. A. iBnahani, Sir Adamjee Han Dawoed 
and Alaulana Rahul Amin were elected Vicc-Presidonts and the hon. Air. H. 8 . 
Buhrawoiily, 8 ocretfU 7 . 


Bombay Mualim League Conference 

A atom warning to the British Government that they ™bMiiK a 

very great mistake if they thought that they could settle the Fedentum issue 
witn the Congrese, leaving outlet Muslim le^ue, ww given by M, A. 
^nnah. President of the AU-IndU Muslim L^e, inauguroting Oie Bombw 
]^vlii<^ Muslim League Conference hdd at Shwapur on t^ 

dedared that in such a case the Muslim league would fitJit Feoeiatioa 
alone and make it imposaibla . i. 

In tlii 9 oonneotion, Mr. Jinnah pointed put that Mus lims 
gwider aaerifioea, aa he had a Isding that the Oongresi would -i- 

48 


tof 

uldaMtely join 


are THE ALL lEHtA itUBLlfl LBAQUi! [ liNMUraB- 

IMvaaon, H WM oniknn, lie listed, thst lit. GsadU hai sol stteced s word 
•baM FlBCimtloii in meat mdnthiL wMdh wei n eignlffcaAt i^t. Kt. Jinnali 
Nilernted the Miuftim Lenm’l policy vt*f-a-efe tbe>lndiiiit Btetes ae one ol non- 
interYentimi. But, he decliurea, if the OonsreM oontinued, in ooh^Tentbh A ite 
xeioliit«m8fe to interfere in the Indian Statee, then the Mailim Li^oe would alio 
be oomi^dled to interfere^ in order to protect Mnalim intereata in the 8titea. Mr. 
Jinnah trioed at length the hiatory' of the recent growth of the Mndfah League 
orimiBation and ezpreaaed gratification at tta preaent atrength. Be atated that it 
baa beeor proved that the Oongreaa High Commaind did not want Mtialima to 
eollaborate ol* oo-operate with them aa thdr eqoala and partnera : they wanted 
Moalima to be thdr henehmen. Every action of the Congreaa BuA Command, 
whether innde or outside the Leeialatiirea, was directed to crudi ana divide the 
Muslims. Mr. Jinnah cited the instances of the Bombay Municipal Amendment 
Act and the District Local Boards'^ Act which, he said, were deffiierately enacted 
to injiue Muslim interests. Beferring to the Ralkot affair, BIr. Jinnah said that 
it hiia proved his worst apprehensions that Mr. Gandhi wanted .Muslims to stay 
as his henchmen which they would never do. Mr. Jinnah severely eritidaed Mr. 
Qandm’a proposal of conditiofiu representation of the Mualinaa on the . BafcWma 
Gohi#uee and Said, "It is a proiHisal which I would fed aafaamed to offer to the 
Hindus." Mr. Jinnah concluded with the advice, "in difficulties do not despair, 
in victo^ do not lose your head." 

Bib SitAffOEB Hyat Khan’s Aodbibs 

In the eonrse of his Preddentlai address Sit Sikand$r ffifai Jthan, Punjab 
Pxeiiider, said 

"Let US, ladies and gentlemen, .look round and survey the evehih of oon- 
tempordry histoiy. It Would suffice for our present purpose to betdh . ^ 

introduction of the neW constitution hi Indda. The e^peritnbe hi the Provinces 
dnrhig the past two years has condudvdy dtpwn that some of the bsalo* prineipleii 
iiiom$»ratea in the new conatltation after protracted (hdfiM^tbns are dready 
allhost oomnletdy inoperative. The scNssIled "weguardS", on the inqpoHHnce ef 
whidi mudi stress was laid by the framers of ths Government cl Inm Aet, have 
dther been oomfdetdy drcumventel or proved inefibctive in actnd WorKfatg. To 
me this devd^ment has not come as a surprise ss it was clearly j^notsd By me 
in the report of the Pnniab Befonhs Committee nearly a decide ago. Btmffdrly, 
the expectation that the minority communities would find eflbctive representation 
in the various provincid Cabinets has, except in a few Don-Oongress pfovinces, 
leinaiiied merdy a raous wish. In me Punjab also, about whidi 1 ean mak with 
authority, 1 could nave exduded these elements nom me Osbinet Without 
viditing the canons of democn^, since my Party was returned to die Assembly 
in a clear and working majority. Ihe intemts (ff my provinoe and* the country 
an a Whola however, demanded that I diould endeavour to aedommodite all those 
ingiortsnt minority mterests which had a stake in the provihoe and were prepared 
to Work with ns : and the result has amply jnttifled thO Stop and has been 
achieved without detracting from the basio principle of Joint lespondhllity. 
Moreover, the snooeaa of the Punjab experiment mdlcatos that much of the pre se nt 
eommohal bittomess and tension which unfortunatdy prevail in oertdn other 
muto of India could have been avoided if they bid adopted a similar attitude 
{omttdi tbe minoritiec. Incidentally, the balanoed oonstnictive achievement of the 
PimWb, during die short span of two years, in the eoonomie and other spheres 
can he mainly att^ntod to the judicioas combination of the various intorsits in the 
Cybioet. ^lAnotlier d^iuiediig feature Which has prominently come into relief iu diese 
let niottdui b the danger orinterferehce by one or more units in the internal 
atbiis d other units. WMe this oonla partly be attributed to the ineffiwdvenesa 
of the silsgnaidB it b primarily due to a short-sighted and Wholly unjustifiable 
ppneeptien cd me rmts and dudes of the varioua units under the scheme of the 
tndbm Oonadtudoa; Inb aggressive tendency haa not unnaturally aroused serions 
ep^ehjWisions teaMg the proqtecdve cousdtuents of the fume Fadersdon uf 

"Ladbs end (sndemsn. there are ominous indicadma that the idsoignr 
thetedieeol the metsipM in Enrope are bring imbthed by some bioaD^ 
Ooufftess leaden, ttenn ffte Weapons employed bjy them ars^ of neosi|^« Ul a 
dUbrent eltenieter* Tib iiW oooteitndon off^ nhiqiie opportniiite m earvl c e 
the messsi and 
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to Him elaesee in order to perpetuate Hie dranlheiftm^ ^ i 
ootomdlifil bOgatoiiy- Budi unpatriotic and Aortsighted attotopia bn- Uie pirt of 
" : ^ low^oimtryincp to iwderminc position ^ ifntodnia^a 
ibinbritieB, by trying to creato rifta in their raolai» instead of aeddilg 
lie setHeuneht on terms of eqiiaUty adth the accredited . r^xeS^titlTei 
_ and** other minorities, can result only in widening the gnlf. 


_ aaaimdns and other minorities, can result only m widenini 

i^itoal.41 It, which should be the duty of every patriotic Indian,' 

in a hutaheli. is a review of the political dtuation In^ which 

^ ' .:.w r* w ' ' MM- .a^sL 


in a nntahdi, is a review of the political situation in which we find 
oaxMiaes to-day. The atmospheie in the country is surchurged with soipidoii 
and misfjhist Communal stnfo and bitterness are rampant in Tarioua parts of 
Xhtoe ifc a feeling of insecurity among the minorities which are seriOni^ 
adroot their future. Belations between British Indian units and the 
Btotoa axe tu ftaai h^thy, and both the minorities and the States suspect 
nSi party of ainiator designs to annihilate or subingate them. Umm- 
iScent erents provide ample justification of such mu^vihga and 
is. 

*4iie aloresaid review of the political trend in the country has ooofrontod 
Hto 90 Mnsaalmana of India with one vital question. Are we conMt to 

10«l oi^ientity snd to b« relegated to the poeitioo of i^tioal puiato Oi! 
do we went to live in tide country ae a free and ^f-reapeeting pei^tef 
coidd be only one nvly to tiua <(oeBti<ni frdm ■ the Mus^mann yns a^ t mth 
the tiadltiona of Idam and onr hutoiy, md ti»t rcfjy .haa^ rite^y ^ b^ 
to dear and uneonlvocal temt by our dwtwroislMd tette Vs. Mnto ymad ^ 
JtoMh.. And it is tbto as in ^ past eo dw^n tto Jg 

nsDaied to fli^t abouloer to ahoufto aa eqnd ,and 
toXfdtotrQoantiyinai for the pohtied ^ 

tony eahnot and wOl not play the rde d cainirfd|ow« wiai^ 
iMUsirfanlva we stand imandm and united, and d we are daaaed wt 

ili^tollto as fiee nd ad^Ie^«cbng people, let me dedaie wito aO a« 
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<Mte|iiniili tbit I can eomnand tliat tlie UmMilmana will not' odnrider any aaorifloe 
too giaat to aehlava thia end. Let ae alao warn you that yon muet be pwgmi 
to fi^t yoor batUea alone. It would be loolidi and futile to xdy on or expaet 
hdp from any other quarter whataoerer. That r ne-bld and hackneyed amom 
*Ood belpa thoae who heln themaelTea** ia aa tme to^^y aa erer, and the recent 
evanta in India and daewhere hare once again brought home to up the tmth 
^ thia adage. Bemember that to a Mnalim hia rdigion, hia culture and hia 
adf-reapot are even dearer than hia life and if. Qod forbid, any one Of theae 
^eridira. p o a aea a i ona ia threatened, he ahall defend it even if he haa to 
fij^t with hia back to the wall 'So be prepared under the banner of^ the 
lindim League^ with ill-will towarda none, but determined to pafegnard thia 
preeiooa hentage on which dqpendathe very eziatence of the Mualfm community.” 

'*Ihe recent ainiater change in the attitude of the Ooaneaa towarda the 
Indian Statea made it incumbent for the Muslima in Britiah India to define 
their attitude in thia matter. Thia haa already been done by the Working 
Gommittee' and the Council of the All-India Muslim League. It will be aeen 
fgom the reaolution recently, passed by the Working Committee at Meerut and 
aubsequently endorsed by the Council of the League, that while the Muslim 
League is in full sympathy with the people of the Indian States in thdir genuine 
ai^ration for political advance and for the removal of their legitimate grievances, 
it strongly deprecates the coercive mediods adopted by the Congress to browbeat 
the smaller States and to engender disaffection and unrest in some of the bigg t 
ones. This short-sighted reorientation of the Congress policy towards the States cannot 
be too severely condemned, as it must inevitably result in creating a spirit of suspi- 
eion and hostility among the Indian States against British Indian units and must 
eventually militate against the ordered progress of India. From whatever angle one 
may examine thia brniioose attitude of the Congress, it is difficult to escape the con- 
clusion that this sinister move, which has been initiated with the ostensible object of 
hel|nng the people of these States, is in essence an attempt to secure undisputed 
simremacy of ^ Congress in the tederal sphere as also in it various comix>nents. 
WW new factor accounts for this significant change in the Congress attitude ? The 
answer is not Bur to seek, and the tici remains that the cha.tge came about when 
the Congress secured a majority in various provinces and decided to '*wreck” the 
constitution in the provincial sphere. Apimrently they have now decided to repeat 
thdr ''wrecking” tactics in the federal sphere also and for this pur; ose must secure 
a majority by lair means or foul at the centre. Comment is unnec^Bsary. 

*This brings me to the recent agitation qgainst the Hyderabad State. Let me 
it clear at the very outset that we stand for the fullest possible freedom in 
religibos matters consistently with due respect for the legitimate suBccptibilities of 
others, and if the non-Muslims of Hyderabad approach their government in a consti- 
tutional manner for the redress of their legitimate grievances, if any. they will have 
our whole-hearted sympathy. Moreover, the traditional tolerance ana magnanimity 
of Ae exalted ruler of Hyderabad and Ae enlightened far-sightedness of the 
Hyderabad Government are to my mind Ae surest guarantee that no genuine 
grievance of Hyderabad subjocts can remain unrednisod if it is brought to the 
notice of the administratiou in a constitutional manner. But Ae way in which an 
oqmised subversive movement is being engineered in and directed from BritiA 
India againat Ais premier State in India, which is Ae repository of some of the best 
features of Islamic and Indian culture, makes one suspect Aat it may be a concer- 
ted move in pursuance of Aat very unister policy whiem aims at subduing Ae various 
uni^ to the will of the majority community. It is significant Aat Ae amtation 
jgainal l|ie Hyderabad State was originally started by p i unholy alliance between 
Astwin brmniaations <Xf the Congress and Ae Hindu MAasabha. Lat«Mr, I under- 
•tand in order to escime Ae Aargje of communalism the Congress announced its 
wiAuawal from Ae field and left it to Ae Mahasabha to carry on Ae agitation.” 
SpeAing on Federation, Sir Bikaitdar stated that the foUowing pobts would 
^ toe fAeme aeoeptAle 

^ aeenies to India Ae unfettered right of rising to its full politioai 

■tatore. 

*0i) Tint the tBtslUMiy jnd the inteinity of the unite ie effiMtiTcly gneieii* 
. teed end thM aeiOer thu Oentie nor eny unit or eny outride eubverrive movenunt 
Aidl he eOoired to-hriiiilie With the intetnel eutonainy end the iatcuity of Indi* 
«idwd unite. ^ ' 
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*<(c) Tltat the finaodel proviiioni of the ^rqpq^ 
•oope m the derelppnieDt of the unite 


Federation jtfiill faay e^fije 

. . . the derelopineDt of the unite and cl thdr xeecurcee unhampeKed mill 

pneeure dr diecriinination from the Centre. « « 

<<(d) That importwt minoritiee and intereete in the country ehall be 
gnarantm the fulleet poeeible proteetion and unhampered development tim 
poliUeal and cultural righte, and th^ due ehare in the governance and the ad*. 
minietration of the country. ^ . v 

*<(c) That the powere of the Centre ehall be confined to a few eeeential^ iulH 
' Jecta and fimctione and diet the reeidue ehall vest dther in (he individual unite or 
gronpe of unite ae they may deeire.** 

Speaking on PaleBtine, Sir Sikandar said : 

*'Ladiee and gentlemen, the queedon of Paleetine continuee, ae yon axe av^^ 
to exerciae the minds of the Muaealmana. It bee been receiving oonetuit at^Mcm 
from ^e All India Muslim League and its execudve. It was decide at the^w 
meedng of the Council to defer a further pronouncement on the sub]mt pen^jg 
the return of our representatives from Europe. They have now returned;, and (heir 
services to the cause entitle them to our gratitude. No sadsfactory Mtuemm 
appears vet to have been reached. It would be the reverse of wisdbm and 
it Bridsh statesmanship falls to rise to the occasion and do Jns^ to the Arane. 
A fair and iuet decision in this matter would not only please the 90 million 
mans of India, but should go a long way in swaying (he goodwill of the Mus^ 
mans of the world. Moreover, in the settlement of this question the of 

Bridsh professions reguding the right of self-determination ^ for smaller nations 
are on trial. Ladies and gentlemen, the Muslim League has in unmistamle terms 
given expression to the feelings of the Musalmans in this mattw and both » 
jinnah and I have also been apprising from time to dma the 
in this country of the gravity of the situation, and the depth of the fedmg of the 
Musalmans over this question.” In conclusion. Sir Sikandar sud : 

“Ladies and genUemen, I have freely and frankly pl^ bdore you ^ 
for all they are worth. The ultimate decision in the vital All-India 
ing the Muslims must rest with the Mussalmans and with th^ only sccieo^ 
organisation in India— the All India Muslim League. Our ^th is 
obstacles. Our difficulties and limitations are enormous. But I am JJrPW 
and as a Mus^man, I have faith in La Tatiquatoo mtn BahmaUliah. I have nuth 
in the destiny of the Mu^mans and I feel confident that 
pect and patriotism, the three gwt Islamic principle as our 
ban All-Wise i£nd Merciful Providence as our bed-wk. ^ ^ 

nev« be vanquished, and tbit, Q«1 willing, our future shall be worthy of our greet 

tnffitions.” 


The Jamiat-ul-Ulema-i-Hiiid Conference 

Anntthl Swieiott—^Nww Delhi— 3rd to 6th. Morch 1939 


The Weleeme Address 
Hw KtteDtion oi flie tHema 

wUdi tbe Jlndinu ot India an mwe wdw to 

tuUak 8ktA Antori, Ckairman ot tto fieembwOo^tto inWMw^ Sdhioa 
aaal italgo o( the jMMit-al-Ukma-i-Hnid fanteme » lA Okawi 
tta M MM 1«M. Owr tan dMUNod penona, md^a tar« annwr n> 
and aix hnndnd ddagataa fton all oret India attandM the «MiiTr ^ ^ 
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U^l)6ira^ not op}: 

I ipoiptiiittito of Jdi 
tom ip Yeman, 



^ ©onUiittO their domina^. Ji^ii Prti 

1 <jmM Mpidtm ^ese fighting ehoul^ to almaltSBir irith^t^ 



tj^ie Mptlim commtmil 



tpm in^OjMndenoe intact. Griticieihg Brltiih pdiey in Indja, 
asked MaeliinB to pto a ‘ deciBive*’ rme in Uia conntry^ He lOgrectea 
‘ y in India to-day waa divided toto cUaBea and Sctiona 
sai. -L, - - - r .-^w diylBionB horn aodal and p^tical and this 

ntnation im bOing exploited by interested parties. The btet way to fight eommunar 
uim he added, not to ke^ aloof from the Oongresa biit'to parSdpate in its 
aetiyt^. Hr* Shaukatnllah laid Bpecial emphasis on the Palestine situid^on, and 
U it was the immsifiate task of all HnslimB in India to bring &e pressnie 
, opinion te bear on ^ The speaker placed bonstnictive plans before 
I audience, sqch as, sdiilt education, the Opening of night schools snd the eitsb- 
‘ — at of co-opmafive societies. 

The Preridealisl Address 

After Hr. Shsnkat Ansari hod read his address, Maulana AM Huqut Madani 
of Iforsdabad, President of the Session, spoke. Manlana Msdani emimasised the 
ne need of the Jamiat assuming direct resixinsibility of organising Mnslims for 
^iion €i thm rdigious and cultural rights, eapecially thdr peraona] law. 

I connection, he aaked for the establishment of courts to be premded over by 
He n^retted that oiring to lack of aupi'iort in the Central Aacembiy to Mr. 
. Ahmed Kasimi’a Divorce Bill, the measure as it had emerged was not at 
eSmtive as it was intended to be. The klaulana feared that this legislation, lilm the 
8i^ A^ would remain a ‘'dead letter’*. Maulana Madani eritidaed the Wai^a 
and Qie Vidya Mandir achemes, chiefly on the ground that they had totally ignored 
religioQS education. As Tegar*^s a common language and script for the country, he 
deplored the tendency to unnet'cssarily revive the use of Sanskrit words in the 
"HiMuStsnr language which was being evolved. While appreciating the efforts of 
Ae Congress High Horn maiid to discountenance this tendency, he aoens^ certain 
gmgreaa Governments of not putting an effective check on it. Proceeding, Ifoiilana 
Itiumi expressed hia uiicompromising opposition to the Fedoal Scheme as emb^^ 
in ^ Government of India Act and suspected that it was a device to tighten lore- 
IgUk opntebl over Indian affairs. It was a great satisfaction to him to find that 
l^^e of all shades of opinion were one in opposing it. As rvards the sitnation te 
PslestincL Maulana Madani said that Indian Muslims could Actively contribute to 
llte solution of this dl important problem, only if they first shook off the foreign 
Twe. In conclusion, he Stroirgly criticised the policy of the U. P. Govemmentin 
unposing oonditions on the public recital of Madhe SAava by Sunni Maslims. 

BeaolutlABB 

Several resolutions were passed by the conference on the next following days. 

”5>ne pi them urged uneompromising on^tion to the Federal scheme em- 
bodied in the Goyemmeiit of India Act, and appealed to the various p^tiesl 
ttganiaations to ofikr a loint front asainst iL 

^^]Mfil|iieat of ^ denianS for the constitution of Palestine into a adf- 
^ <»n»ple|e ■t(aq[>piige p( jeviili immigntim vu wied in 

Hi, ^Snint^ttpnMed gnre ooncon tt tlie inereuing nomba of oomrannal lioti, 

poKriWe »MwnB» to i«it Ml end I, than. ’ 

... that, ih’rieir al . die fact that lioikiM wen dimtiided 

w tnanMrt .nehtd imt to them ia onrtain prattnoea. dm CnimH dwi^ 
Oonmltleit ^li^og mprcKatadra, of the Jamte^ to make 
f^ff^lflSojBt^glfrieaeei aad t^rma them, if neBii we fy. 

n-^ndon ei aaj Hnaliai in the Indnetrlel Flan* 
Oong^ Fneuent eadfeKed ttiid dito adfjht 



igigw and wnd |te anoon 

it.woide JB 
r. it not die 



Sff!li^-4Mu>IiM^17i||. to |8tli. Febrawr 1939 

Tlie pre^||f|«iitla^ 

Tito ocmpl^ l^tid of the origin^ aong of Bande Maiaram as comp 
lU author. Duiklm Ohandra, marked the opciiiug of the 8th sesBion of the Seng 
Huidiis^ha Conference which 0 ))ciied at Khulna on tlie 17th. Febhiaiy 19a». Ammig 
thoM who were pr^iit on Aedais were Dr. S. 8 . Moonje, Dr. Miss. Savit^ 
Devi, Dr. SuniU Kumar Ohntterjee, Mr. MakUan IaI Sen. Mr. Sanat Kumar 
Boy Ohou^ury and tlie Chairman of the Kec^eption Committee, Si. Bankim 
Oandra IlkattacluLrjee. In the course of his pTesideutiai address. Mr. Vinayak 
Jjamodar Sfitvarkdr, tha President of the session said:— 

hope none of you will expect me to advance any reasons lor 
assuming this tliat it is now clear Uiat onr Moslem brethren In Ind^ 
do not >yant to be united into a common nation witli Hindus.** Because, said h^ 
every day tliat hod passed, every attempt on the i>art of the Congress to paliate 
them and to give thm more and more vantage point had hitherto helped to widen 
the cleavage between the Hindus and Mahomciians. If. for instance, the question of 
language was taken, it was apparent that only 10 years ago or say five years ago 
thdv was only one language in Bengal. liiiguUtically llengM was more united 
tlian any other province in India. But now attempts were being o})enly made by 
toe Moslem League to the clfiK^t Uiat Urdu alone should be toe national language 
of India. Atteimits were tdso being made to have history and other text books 
wrihen in half Bengali and half Umu scripts. It was a curious notion about meet- 
ing laniniagos 1 Could there be unity in religion and race unless unity was achieved 
in individual life. 

If what was boiiig attempted by the Moslem League in unifying Bengali and 
Urdu would be succcssjful. said Mr. Savarkar sarcastically, it would be possiUe for 
a man to appear covering his one log in trouser and the other in DbotL But. said 
he. even a relation suggesting such national dress was mloptcd by them and 


Not a Maulavi or Maiilana here and there but a res^H>UBible body like the Moslem 
League and a leader like Mr. Jiiinali were of the opinion that India was to be 
divid^ into a Moslem Federated India and a Uindn Federated India. To diy;ide 
the motherlaiid. wonderad he. in whose interest they had fought for generationB 
and theirolo^ Was it not futile to talk of compromise with toem after such 
statements had bm made 7 TKcy. he knew, would never tolerate any bucK division 
of toe motoerland hut let toem realize it luUy that Moslems were determined to 
form themsdves into a nation apart from the Hindus, liuimistically. religiouBiy, 
pditically and provinoially. That was the clear thing that toe Hindua must take 
It for grantod & at least another 100 years to come. 

If tibe Congiesi policy continued there would be unity but toe result of it 
would be t bf fc with toe one hand whatever rights the Hindus would wrest from the 
British, they would have to part with them in ^ another hand to the Muslims. The 
Hiniiii# would have to remain merdy as hdots in toe country. ...» , 

Was it not a fact, asked Mr. Bavarkar. tost in provinces like Bengel, 
Ftontier. Sind and even in a province like the U. P. where the Hmdus were 

in maloritf were faring under toe Congress Goyerummt worM they did 
befm^m raivincial Autonomy was inaugurate Even after followbg .a 

PoUoy had the Co ^ rju sii suooeeded in satisfying too MusUms^ more th^ they did 

Kabia T d^^ It was toe Congress whidi was trying to 

be friendly to toe Moelems. But wuld he ^ 

0f toe Hindus t But even then wu 

Muslims hated anything most it was the 

bniiiEht aoeawtion, said Mr. Sivarkar. one by .one toe 
^C^Qoveniment and the Bihar Government issu^ 
thfy^^&p It uy In torir power th^ were 
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THE HINDU MAHABHABHA OONFEBENOES 


[ XBULHA— 

In BOuur the Oonmw Govemnient tried to dieprove the Muelim elleBetione 
ttlling that dthoii^ the Muelime were only 12 per cent of the total nopula- 
tkm Um Mnalima Ind been aiyea 26 per cent posta of Deputy Oolleetora» 28 per 
cent of poets of Education Department, 41 per cent in local bodies and idl 
these were in defence of the Oongress Government policy. The Congress 
auzioas 4o prove that the Indian National Oongress were dealing with all 
equally and that they had not done an/ ioiustioe to the Muslims. That thei 
had not done so was no doubt a nmt. But the Congress bdng a nationiu 
institution and the Ministers being returned, by Hindu votes, did it not follow 
that by being friendly towards the Muslims to such an extent they had beer 
in equal proportion unjust to the Hindus? Was it nationalism to give mort 
to anybody simply because he belonged to another community. 

Referring to the U. P«. Mr. tevarkar said that it was decided by the 
Government there to stop all music during Mohurrum festival because it wu 
a mourning affair with the- Muslims, no matter whether it was the music of 
any Hindu marriage festival or anything else. Not onl/ that, even the blowing 
of conch-shells had to be banned— conch-shells which formed such an integnu 
part in the Hindu daily household religious ceremony— conch-shells which were 
not under ban even by the Britishers. Even bells could not be rung in Hindu 
temples towards evening (shame). Remember, said Mr. Savarkar, he was not 
telling all these but the Oongress which was of the opinion that the Hindu Babha 
was a communal organisation. The most surprising thing was that the Oongress 
Minister was telling all these things as if they were acts of merit. Was tMs, 
asked he, in justification of a national policy? If there was to be no music 
More the mosque and if prayer was to be conducted undisturbed it diould be 
done in the way the Hindu 'Hailhus performed their ‘Samadhi’ by resorting to 
from human habitation. Would it be conceded to a Hindu Saohu 


forests away 
if he went to a Bazar and asked 
because ho was to perform his 


all noise and disturbances to be nlenoed 
his prmr there? What would the Moslems say 
in reply to such a request by a Hindu Badhu? 

In view cd all this, he thought that the Hindu Mahasabha was not at all 
required to prove the accusation that it was hurling against the Congress. Mr. 
Savarkar admitted that the Gongrmmen werehonea^ th^ were patriotic but the 
pdicy that they were now pursuing was deteriorating day by day and was only 
anti-Hindu ana anti-nationai. On these two points he oondemned the Oongress 
policy. However he wished that the Congrehs would give up this policy, snd 
sooner they did it the better for all. If the national policy was to be like 
that then ne should like the day coining soon when he would urge every 
Hindu to be a bit un-national. So far he was concerned he could say that 
what was moA for the Hindus was his nationalism. 

The Hindus, proceeding said Mr. Savarkar, were the only people who 
cared more for the justice of mankind than taking for justice for thdr own 
eommnni^. Tbej were perhape the only people anxious for saving the livea of ants 
than the lives of their mothers and sisters. This had been the curse of the Hindus all 
along. Beierring to the province of Bengal, Mr. Bavakar said that he had often 
adntd ae to what was the ablntion of the problem bron^t sbont in this 
pnmnee. What was the best way to solve their difliculties? He however 

only one way and that way was vot simple and he knew it waa most 

tiva. He would like to reuuest his Hindu f^ds— if they wanted to follow the 
one ## he oonld give direetion— the wav which waa most straii^tforwaid. 
IS was that they must take interest in Hindu politics, they must organise the 
Hladns of the fwovinoe in a way that they looked to the iniereat ol the Hindus. 
Thsir only dnty would be to try to safeguard the Hindu intersst. 
ppr, G. B. vFiindi^liad bsen^ i^ruM^to Hjatt Assmbly only 

.__ato 

j 

^ ^ to deisni the Hindu interested Sadi a Hhidii when 

etoeled a Mhiister hi ffbi aoenied by the Mudima would al onee aak the 

Ifariim aoeosM ac province. He would ha told ttaSit 

OK. -JSSStm ■ mtM ta. IM atlM 

1 to tow AiwtoMy oiif Wafa vota. aad la ~ 

to «i«MM IM fato Hiafa aad 
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ady in favour of a candidate *lrho was not pledi 
itii oonrage and boldness. He did not accuse ti 
B undoubtedly patriotic. But patriotism wai 
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. fSr P*S<M«d«d to diwnw Hw Bunji nidi and Udamiiip Hid 

aBiintainad if tben wim nidi.s hwpeniiig In Mahuastrn imHuF ■ THriSw^witiii.- 
tv it noidd bo bio duty to niOTido onvio oondifin ivnlihiiunt to tbo nllv ttoft 
***v'5‘^*?P*^ ^ tooo^ 0 Hindu nuidan. Ho nl^ lo Oa 
ease of Ifiss Elis which happened near Baann and pointed that the brave Bnihaae 
of the Frontier since Ihe ^tisement mrtad out iTSi” 
cnreful in not kidn^vpiim ^ EnglislMiwe^ What they were suffering horn at 
the present moment resulted from the misiake oommitted by them in reeming their 
votes wronriy in ^vour of a candidato who was not pleda^ to safeguard AnHinda 
interest with courage and boldness. He did not accuse the Ocmgress. The Oongiess- 
men were undoubtedly patriotic. But patriotism was sometimes nottSag bat 
ma^en. If the (^gress poUcy was thus thorou^^y wrong, the Muslim poli^ was 
decidedly better. Bo far as Mr. Bavakar could guess, he haa nHhing but atoiration 
for the Muslim polio/. The average Muslim voters knew that thm were two 
electorates. And they took particular care in returning only those who would pnm 
worse in dealing with the Hindus. In at least two provinces they had aoMlly 
what could be termed as Muslim Baj. 

Mr. A. K. Faziul Huo, Prime leister of Bengal was openly a Muslim 
Lesguer. He very often delivered muslimiaed speecbes and was trying whenever ho 
omd do telling openly that he was establishing a Muslim Eij in the proving Ha 
would provide w p« cent of services for the Muslims and would try no 
whether it was justifiable or not in improring the Calcutta Municipal Act in his 
own li0it The speaker could not but admire him and his bdLdnees. On 1^ other 
himd uey had in the Punjab another Muslim who did not conceal in making it known 
that riiould the occasion come he with his Punjabee soldiers composed & MusUms 
would play the part of Nadir Bhah. All this he said not from his imagination but 
from the translation of an article written in eulogising the Prime Minister of the 
Punjab. His second reauest to them was that politics must be seen thiough the pern- 
pectm oC Hindu and Muslim polities. They were not against Hindu-Muslim iinity, 
real and hearty unity and were ready to keep doors op^ for that purpose. But so 
long that day did not come they must see their Hindu clitics thiough4heir Hindu 
eyes. When the constitution was communal no candidate could stand on any 
other ticket but communal. When however they get themsrives returned and did 
not aalegnard the Hindu interests they onlv committed treachery and could be 
termed hypocrite. He could not understand the attitude of the Gongrem in leQua 
to «he communal award which was neither acceptance nor rejecUon. The 
Hindu l^asabha he maintained was the only national organisation because 
of its uncompromising attitude in not accepting a communal awaid. 

Oondumng Mr. tevarkar very frankly dealt with the scheduled castes problems 
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90 votes granted to should be treated as Tost.” After all this creation of 
and lower caste Hinduck the problem of untouchability was due to the fault 
Hindus. Thme might be differences in private life and mode of living but in 
blic life it must be borne in mind by every Hindu whether he was a 




Once the Hindus, said Mr. Bavarkar in oonclurion, organised themsdves and 
took care that only Hindu candidates who would jealously safeguard Hindu interests 
were returned to &e Council and Assembly, once they bad , bera sucpessful in,i^ 
movi^ the distrust from the minds of the Namasudras and others, they would be 
able to much imjmvement in the relationship of the Hindus with other com- 
munities. Once the Hindu unity was achieved Hhtj could march forward and 
achieve absolutdy political freedom for thdr motherland (cheers). 

Proseedinga and Besolutlons 
OomnniAii Awiud Coudsmvsd 

The following are the resdlutkms pa sse d by the Bsbha 
^ nJiB Oonferaioe nltent* Ui nnocmpromiijng totiUty . towirif ^ 
Oomauuid Awaid onto wUoh Am Hindni of Branl. o^vinority 

flovmvBlty. hove zaedTsd mnek mallv npramtetioD in w IvMrtigo t knn 
m wMm to, OB pof^fioB 1)^ and tom^tiwy wwtttto to.flw, moot admmd 
mnignnltf in the oonntry and have contributed moat to its devetopms nt ty ouii^ 
iWf jS»Bn poMottim. thd» 

‘daipepripf and Uisir eootributioiis to ^ esdhegoiri have basn dsprived of wmx 


IP TBB HIKDU MAH^SABgA poisrpsiaircpf I |(0it9^- 

(Pifiil il^ in dw adndnlitntioa ol tlw Province, lliii 47*>4 tl» 

Moct pidm it bat pn in oftmtibn. baa been diieetMue in ita e|pt ^ die 


^Thd Odn&eiioe calls vpon tl»e Hindus io carry on t relentless tfldnst 

Hie obn^bus measore, devised with a subtle denen to chbo)c tbe giowlb of 
bdian llitionalisin and particularly to penalise the Hindus for tbar coptiibution 
to the atnmle for freedom. , . « 

^*niiB Xxmfeimoe oondemms the Oongress and the other Hindu members of 
the LegiBlatuxe Heeled from the Hindu constituencies in Bengal, who far from 
living any hfijit to the award as they were bound to do by their dectioh pledgm 
Save, tbit^h their activities in the legislatures, only helped to strengthen the 
giip of that Jparnicious measure. 

**tiasOonfBrence is of opinion that the Hindu members of the legislature 
have totally huled to protect the interest of the Hindus even in most vital 
matters.” 

HuQ Mxnxstby 

**13110 Conference cemdemna the most reactionary anti-Hindu pcdi<^ of the 
present Huq Ministry in Bengal. The Conference records ita emphatic protest 
agHnst the policy of the Ministry to make huge contributibns to Mahomedan 
edumdionH and other institutions out of the public exchequer, by depriving Hindu 
institutions. This Conference records its emphatic protests against the failure of the 
Qovemment of Bengal to publish the report of enquiry held by the Magistrate of 
IhiHsa into the various senoua allegations brought by tLe women students of Dacca 
Mescal SHiool against the Mahomedan Superintendent of the medical school hostel 
and also Hidr failure to transfer this man from the post. 

This Conference records its emphatic protest agHnst the various legislative 
measures Qovernment have under contemplation with a view to establish the 
dominaHon ol the Mahomedana in the Calcutta University and the Corporation of 
OHcutta and calls upon the Hindus to carry ou a country-wide agitation 
against them. 

This Conference expresses its deep discontent at the inability of the present 
Ministry to take adequate measures to prevent the Mahomedan hooligans from 
oppresBmg the smell Hindu minority, breaking images and attacking their procee- 
aiQOi and committing various other acts of aggrasion agaiust the Hindus. 

This Conference, in view the various activities of the Huq Ministry, is firm- 

3 * of oj^ion that the religion, culture, education, even life, property and honour 
the Hindus are in danger under this Ministry and therefore calls upon all 
Hindus to ofhr united resistance and to work wholeheartedly for the removal of 
thb intensdy communal ministry. 

^Whereas the Huq Ministry expressly lays down that the present Cabinet of 
Bengal ia constituted on Moslem League model and whereas the activities of the 
;>resent Ministry Is detrimental to the eaaential and vital intereata of the Hindus, 
this oonferenoe is strongly of opinion that the Hindu Miniatera of the Cabinet 
Should at ^noe tender rea^ation.” 

Hnrou Baxtoatbah 

The resedution on Hindu Saugathan says : Tim Bengal Provincuil Hindu 
Oonfiteaiis is of opiDion that the work of the Hindu Bangathau viz. awakeuinir the 
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^wTT-^ 1^, cvz|04 on to Indooe tlia Hindu to •peak of thamadvei •■ 
t ®®y 5?^ designation. (£) VM dicoaragemral fee gtydi 

among ^ eastei aM seotionB^ 

“lr% ^ wqoate meaaum be taken to protect from so^ reiHrm- 
li into-xnarriajM. W That the remanfekgo of 

i |;i?eD to dl Hinaua irreapectiye dl caatai 

^ pl^ cd wilihipa to have darshan and to worilhip the 

didttei*- 0) Jlfeai ewly mmriage.^ dliji^atinued and ateps be taken to make the 
mmt mwcnage act ^eeUve. W That attempts he made to root out doiv^ 
•w®® iKjmety and that unneceBBary expenaes incurred in connection 

mth imurritte. era^ etc., ^ cnrtdled aa mucn as possible. (I) That Oil bran- 
chei of the Bbigal Pro^dal Hindu ^bha be instruct!^ to eBtablish gymna- 
nume in every yillage of this province to introduce lathi dagger play and to 
pfeirdcal tonraamenta pmodically. (m) That steps be taken to rmndVe the 
drink evil and nae of other intozicantB from the Hindu Society, (n) Thatindi- 
tl4ofd|y ond collMtively adequate steps be taken wherever the interesta or rk^ of 
the Hindus are effected or assailed, that every Hindu should regard it as hm fore- 
mdat and sacred duty to hdp the Hindus— specially women and children when they 
fall into diffionltiea through mischance as the result of any crime df offence corn- 
mittod by others and to come forward to alleviate their sufferings or redress their 
grievances.** 


Ok Suddhi 


The resolution on Suddhi says 'This conference is of opinion that the recon- 
version of the Hindus who have gone over to other faiths and the conversion of non- 
Hindna into Hinduism are urgently needed in order to make the Hindu society a 
living and ^namic organism and it firmly calls upon all branches of the Bengid 
Prowdal Hindu Sabna to launch vifrorous propaganda in this behalf and to see 
that the new comers are welcomed in the fold of the Hindu community. 

Hoved from the 'chair *‘This conference is of opinion that the progress of 
women in all spherto of life and their emancipatibn from all bonds are indispen- 
sably needed for the regeneration of the Hindu society and with this end in view 
resolves : (a) That special efforts be made to remove the Purdah system prevailing 
amongst tim women ; (b) that steps be taken to give proper education to the women 
and that special arrangements be made to give them such training as would enabk 
them to earn thtir liveiifeood ; (c) that opportunit.ieB be provided for the physical 
training of women, (d) that women be encouraged to carry arms in order to defend 
their honoux. 


The Bihar Hindu Mahasabha 0>iiference 

Eighth SetNon— Mooghy^-26th. March 1939 

The Presidential Address 


Ti fee a» Ehth se sslqn of the Hindu Mahasabha Conference cmened at 

ISningh yy nu the 18th. Maieh 1989, under the presidency of ra. Ptaasak JDamodar 
Bavarkar. In tlte course of his Ruminating adoreaa, the Pi*eBident said 

The Hindu should now conaidur their prmnt ^at 

they ahdold do. It vtea no drying the fact that the nation which lived m 
ana atmok the world with its acQeveinenta now ,fdl in, 
and disunited, tiiey livod on ebaritlea of foreignera, m th^ own mo^land. 
Things could not be worse than that Much had, be^ done said and many 
inatifitioue grew and fell which attempted to revive the fallm na^on. 

The Indian National Congress once s^ to protect/"'*^^ 
aggnMm and^ t^^ and maintain umty m 
ensiiirfaig Hindus of afesdlttte freedom. The Cong 

mm vmd «Udi ^ irem ao tern 


India from foreign 
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3B TBS BIHiB HINDU8ABHA OONFEBENOE I MOHQHYBr- 

SMf wm limiiioidty in Hinduithan they relied on other small fragments for the 
Ooantry’s salvation. If eommunities fmled to accept Hindu sovereicpity, let them 
aem oqonection and dig their own grave. Hindusthan belonged to Hindus and none 
Ollier than the EUndus would rule it If, of course, others sudi as :Vursis or 
dnistians who eonaideted India as thdr Motherland came and begged- of Hindus 
due to xdifl^ons and cultural piotecticHi, Hindus would not refuse them. No more 
of adf-abregatioh and adf-aaorifloes. India was bleeding due to injuries inflicted 
by loieign swotd. Let Hindus combine into one and fl^t iniurious forces. 

The Hindu Mahasabha was bom not out of spite for others, but to safeguard 
the legitimate Hindu interests. The Ccmgress called Mahasabha communal, there 
eonld ne no greater lie. The Mahasabha was neither agitational nor communal. It 
was as much national as the National Government in Germany, '[he Hindu 
Mahasabha movement was not relkdous and it embraced the entire social, political 
and economic life of Hindu India. It aimed at complete severence from foreign 
rule and looked forward *to the establishment of absolute political independence. 
The Hindu Mahasabha did not agree to giving of meaningless concessions to 
minorities and work with those. 

*Oan the Oongress throttle the Hindu aspirations for political and relicts 
and dvio freedom enquired Mr. Savarkar. Never, he answered. For long 
Hindus had lived in the phantom and chimera that out of '^eir goodwill and 
sacriflee^ the Muslims and others would understand that in Hindu^han there was no 
use for bargaining, but to work and die for the common cause of Motherland. 
It was neither superstition nor fanaticism that guided the Hindu Mahasabha. The 
Hindu Mahasabha would refuse any longer to surrender thdr legitimate rights 
at the vagaries of the Bihar Ministry whidi in the name of Nationalism, was doing 
grave injustices to them by overriding other Congress Ministries by their offer 
of over-*epreeent:.tion in the Bervices. Buch favours and priviliges, he said, corld 
never bring unity. If inhuman toUnation and self-negation was, nationalism, he 

the OGOigress to ask the Muslims to observe 'Elmdashi’ as was done by the 
Hindus. If tile concessions were allowed to Muslims, ask them to tolerate the 
Hindu demands from them. The total surrender of Hindu rights to Muslims would 
liquidate Hinduism. He asked the Hindus not to vote next time for the Oongress 
and tiius to drive the last nail to the coffin of Hinduism. He again advised them to 
send staunch and sturdy Hindu Mahasabha! ies to the Legislatures and form Hindu 
Ministries wherever possible, including strong organisation at the centre. 
If the communal constitution was to be worked out let that be done through these 
lines. *I am proud of being labelled as a communalist as I find under the present 
dreumstances communalism was nationalism, ” ob'^erved Mr. Savarlmr. The 
attempt to pollute Hindi language by the brutal assimilation of Urdu, he said, 
was an outran of a great magnitude. 

Continuing he said that the blood that ran through the vdn of Hindus of 
different castes and c reed s was of the same stock. '‘Why then, the fight among 
yonrseLves ? You have the same culture and heritage. Tmdy Bangathan would 
cure you of your maladies and build new structure of Hindu India. The soil of 
Andamans got sanctified with the last remains of myrtars who laid their lives in 
dream of freedom. Love their memories and get inspired. Thousands of youths 
who kissed gallows in prisons and tidoted hangiim rmeB in crimson for librnting 
Hindusthan from foreign rule left example for the Hindus for forgetting differences 
and work for common eaus> You are downright hypocrite, if you profess 
nationipm and (pnmt all concessions to others, sacrificing the legitimate rights 
of Hindus. If you condemn Hindus, then condemn others tco. Your nervousness 
and anxieties for pleasing Muslims by off«r of a Magna Charta to them ahow your 
weak brain and weak heart.** 28 crorea of Hindus still living under the sun 
tefoted to remsin loyal to the Otmgxmt which in the name of nationalism weskened 
the entire Hindu tmfion and drifted towards total extinction of the Hindus. Hindus 
refused agsin to mseain as hdote in their land. The working ci the Indian coneti- 
tntkm which waa absolutely communal in colour and false pretence of presching 
nationdiam by Cohgieai was tragic. The Muslim League as the exponent of 
Mndim tiiooght demmiisd of a Mnslim nation in India. They oonanded 

Muslim federatiteL g| jteiab^ and Bengal they have udiered Muslim rule. 

Quoting Mr. Huq*a achievement of thrusting Urdu enlture and the 

otttrageoua attempt to Ijfemfnlata Hindu culture and dviliwtion and aimiUk 
iiiingB patpetiMdad if 8lr libmdmr In the Mr. Savarkar said. ‘‘Let there be 

yet Bmily end to pmne mMeiia and kt there be an end to treaeheriea. The Oo^pms 
}lii£tty entMy MuaUm la the not dheok tim eriine of abduetion of 



-Mlua.W ] THE BIHAR HINDPSAHHA OONi natgW fiff 869 

ffla*? >>7. ^ FaUumi. Tbe Coamm IfinMcy in Am 

®* 3*“*^^ ™ to hear Mr. Bmrku who. he namted ho* 

wite CtapM rale to Fimtte Htodu gir^ by tiibee were treated aa 

Oy o f them eacK)^ She took ihelter in a Mudim honre from where 
ft? *? “‘‘tf* ^ kiat of^the Fathana. (A^tated andieooe cried 

*Aame’.) Oontmning lb. SaTaikar attacked Pandit Pant oT the United Provineea 
irtiera aoeordug to Oong^ nunUteri^eommand during riote Hindu houaea had 
to nmam, in gloom. No oonchehell; ^d be blown. No temple bdla could be 
mag., Mune waa prohibited and dvic add n^g^a rig^ta <ri the Hindua were tcan to 
nieim Paytog mbute to Mr. Jinni^ being the tmer e p r eaentatire and cnatodian of 
Muidim rights, he said that the Hindus needed men like Mr. Jinnah. He si^ tiiat 
granting of ezoesrive rights to the Muslims in United Provinces caused numerous 
riots and such concessions must be for greater interests. The Hindu Mnhmmhha muld 
undo all wrong^pcrntrated on India, ^e Mahasablm did not bdieve in idbantoms 
but realities, ^e-hlamed the Hindus lor losing chances by leaving the enwe power 
at the handb at Con^press. The Mahasabha would live in amity with the minorities 
protecting their li^timate rights but they ^ would not be given a farthing more 
^ they deserved. Concluding he asked tne Hindus to be watchful and violent of 
internal and external dangers and seise every opportunity to mobilise thmr forces 
into one Hindu nation ^for the inauguration of full-fledged Hindu India. A 
ray of hope was viuble m the gloomy sky of Hindusthan as 'heing a Maratha 1 
am amidst you with my message of Sangathan. Days would not be too far when 
the dream A Hi.idu India would not be a mere dream but a reaUty**. 

Rsfolntlons 

A plea that the resources of the nation idiould not be frittered away at this 
critical juncture, but should be duly concentrated for making an all-round progress in 
the country was one of the many resolutions paesed by the Sabha. 

The meeting referred to the '^uncertainty, highly discouraging for the new 
investments*’, which the present policy of the Bihar Government and the avowed 
promunma of the Congress had created, and expressed the view that it was as 
much necessary to protect the rights of the tenantry and labour as to saf^guaid 
the Intimate mterests of the landlords and capitalists. 

The meeting further requested the All-India Hindu Mahasabha to place a 
five-fold programme before the country including the propaganda of Swadeshi and 
boycott or foreign goods, steps for relief of unemployment and the assurance of a 
livingwage to uibour in dl Adds of activity. 

Tlhe meeting characterised as inconsistent with the principles of democracy, the 
creation of separate electorates and while affirming ^at complete independence of 
Bharat Vardia was its jgosd, assured all anti-impenalist forces in the country of its 
lull co-operation in achieving this object. 

Tm Babha criticised the policy of the Bihar Government towards Hindus. 

The Mahakoshal Provincial Hindu Confermce 


PBEBIDSNXIAL ADDBBBb 


Conference opened 
Over ten thousand 


The annual session of the Mahakoshal^ ProirinciBl Hindu 
at Jubbulpore on the 4th. June 1989 in a special p^w. 

Hindus attended the conference. Mr. V* D. Savarkar presided. 

Af:;er the speech of the Beception Committee Chairman, the President of the 
Conteence, Mr. Savarkar, amid loud cheers, made an extempore speech for nwly 
two hours. Mr. Bavarkar referred to the wonderful awakenmg among the Hindu 
masses everywhere. Nationalism, he said, was a virtue, when it wm wenaive and 
when it tried to uphold the high ideals of freedom and equality but it wm a pori- 
tive vice ' when it was aggressive. Similarly, comunalism was in itsrif neitoet 
a virtue nor a vice. But nationalism as preached to-^y was a nationalism 

8nd was more oommunal. The Congress, by working the Harijan progrunme 
*nd carrying out the Karachi resolution safeguarding the mmprities culture 
nna rdi&ion, were unconsciously atoittmg tne bams commurndto. 
Nationalism had a limit. The work of the Hindu Mahm^a was tmt nf ^ or 
<^th. The Hindus were determined to have their rights and avic liberties 


ait iii itiM ilAtfjiittigA t 

blek ^ |( Idr tliii tiiigf irM ^viUgi c(Xtmiiimiiii» iiM. ^ kite . . 
ma^ MiMtiB* httEdmpf in tti« CkmgM Mr. ftltaikit 

mien 0 Diicli-U(MHiig diHiig manie|^i inneln end dhcbl: had bm 
•l^lpped toettiifj Muelim demendi. II thii wm ddtionaliiin. ike edmlnnha- 

dl the Hhida Hihluiabha was a hundred times better. The Odsiuerees-MuilUm 
Miea Omtiet had laieea a oondiet inside and outdde. Beferriog to Baflbt Hjieni- 
bid and oth^ Btat«, Mr. Bavarkar said that the Ckmgtess was afrSd cn MupHm 
Bfiies fcmfear o( Muslim dinileasnie. Pet^ Hindu States were tortaieDter on the 
mePut M *^er roioes.*’ The Qindu Biaha Bahha bdiered in ‘^crater Tcdees.” 
Mr. SaTarhar hoped that like the German, Amerioan and French nations the 
twenty di^t ciores of Hindus would hare **Hindu nation in a Hindustan with 
Vedio Dhrama”. 

Tbb Wbloomb Addbbbb 

dhri Bkyam Sundar Bhargava^ Qhairmsn of the Beception OoUnmittee 
jatended #hearty welcome to the Preaident-deot Veer Bavarkar and other Hindu 
Readers. Veer Bavarkar, he said, is one of the few world heroes who hare by their 
i&dannted chivalry, burning* patriotism, high ideals and unparalleled saerifloes 
abnm the politi<m soetsl ana religioua thoughts of their time. Maazini . ahd 
Ganbaldi sink into nothingness before our National Hero Veer Bavarkar. Bhree 
Bhaigava next gave a short account of th3 glorious past of the Gondwana and 
Jubfaiipote, and add with no little regret that the (kncendents of that mia^ty 
Hindu race are so disunited, expldted and sub-divided that to-day we Save 
Itnfo^ and are unable to ttg^n our enltu^ai, religioas, politioal and collective 
ngofyL It we can win over our inferiority complex and all sub-divudons become 
one entity in all resists, tiien we will not only give a blow to the excesses of 
out nei^bours but will free ourselves mm the imperialistic bohd.^ Bhxi 
Bbamva dwelt at length on the growing unemployment among the Hindu 
yodths, their deteriorating physique ano suggested that they should stand on thdif 
own legs jmd earn their own independent livelihood howsoever humble it mf be. 
He warhw that if the services are not on competition basis the day ie hot 
far off when tins groidng unrest will transform into open rebellion. Criticiting 
the Gotigrees reg;ime the epeaksr raid that this great organisation haS lost sO 
eonddencs of tM Hindus inr its partiality towards the Hindus. He eited many 
inetances when Cangreee had shown its cowardice, one tidedness and irresponsibility 
in the maintenance of law and order. He said, the 2^ hour Curfew order on the 
Hindus at Benares is a adarlng instance of the Congress blunders. He appeUed to 
the Mindns to hdp the Hydemad Batyagraha with men and money and shee- 
ted that the assembly members elected to the 0. P. Assembly on Hindu ffibha 
ticket dionld be compelled to help the Satyagrahis. He warned the Congress 
that unless it openly refects the communal award and shakes off its dubious 
policy ^ day is ym far when communal unity will become a practical 
eadatenee. Oonduding Bhri Bhaigava said that we Hindus believe in God 
Almigh^ and whether GandhiHi aidee us or not we will win in the last if ift 
tread on the path of truth and rights. 

RaseMIbBa-tiid. day-Aibbalpar-gtlL Jiue lSt9 

The conference paseed as many as eight resolutioni. They were It-Q) express- 
ing dera> regret over the untimdy drath of Lela Hafdayal and Baja Saheb Bangor, (2) 
eamblknment and organisation of Hindu Volunteer Crops all over India to check 
i m reaekm and injustaoe. This resoluticn was moved by Mr. Bamdaa 4grawal, the 
ffindw tester of Catni. 0) condemnation of Pddstan movement concaved by Sir 
Mahamiwplqbal supported hy the AU India Muslim League whidi the Hindus 
will ietiit imlr all their might to prevoit Hindustan from dis-integration. The 
radution was mo^-ed by Paacut Laxmi Pra$ad Paihak and aeoondea by Swdifii 
Ckidanand, (4) oenanriiig tiie Promdd Congress Government who could not take any 
iMioii ag^st the Police department in general and many police officials in particular 
te wot mahitahilwg law ana order eflkkntlyimpartially and iudicioasly ; (5). oondem- 
nii^ the speech de&vered by Sir Bikandar fiyat Khun and other Muslim reactlona- 
lies at Ghdapur whidb was respontible for the communal outbreak. This was 
iaoved 'by ^ree T. A Bavarkar, (5) drawing the attention of the Provincial Govern- 
inent fibai the repreientiticn of ihe Muslims in the cervices is much more than 
thtir populntkm datiandl ifod ufges on the Government tkSQt so long as the^Muslims 
are notinoportianMIy^ on the services the reproitmenM should be re^ 

•enfed for ue Hinwi (0 condemnation of the restrictioa imposed on the 
Blndns by the COBgrSMi Ihinistm apedally that of Ptmt minbitry in the United 



nion, ii inll be a matter of days only when the government will have to Imed 
befoib the Hindus* 

Belong to the question of gaining power he said that the Hindtii get 
whit they^ Hint if th^ stick to one programme for the present. He stated that tSis 
progmmme is not a programme of bayonets. It is the prommme of votes which 
you can eaiily follow. It is always a question of determined minority that makes 
the ttajonty in die end mie over the nation. If the Hindus had snown courage 
HUidu Bangathan Ministry would have been formed and to-day the Hindu Ministers 
would have attended our conference. It is a idty that the ministries inspite of their 
being a Hindu*-vote ministry are not Hindus. 8o long as we have no political 
power theiM resolutiona which we have passed to-day won’t carry any weight The 
Hindu* ministers fed that they are Hindus but th^ are in the grip of the demon 
of nadonalism. To-ddy the Hindus grudge for injustice being done to them, but 
they forget that it is by their own voum that they have to face these harddiips. 


He appealed to the Hindus for the time being to remove the name of 
Bauonaliein and thii4l of communalism only if that ne the proper nomendatnre 
for our social, politidu. and economic uplift Keep your mind unpidadM and 
oast your vote in favour of a true Hindu. Frankly and boldly tdl nationalist 
candidates to go to the nationalist community and ask for its vote. Give your vote 
to one who fuomises to protect your rdigion, culture, language and civic rl^ts. If 
you adheie to this programme the day is not far off when we willl have our Hindu 
Bangatbanist ministers. They are to safeguard our interests. They are to tdl 
Fmlttl Huq and Byat Khan that if your government are not doing iustioe to the 
Hindus our ministers will take retaliatory measures against the Muslims, 
whether it be a district board, municipality or assemblies, try to capture them by 
true Hindus. It matters not whether they are Hindu Sabhaites or Jains or Sikhs. 
If we have our ministries we can open rifle dubs, impart instructions in 
npHtary sdene to the young Hindus lor the maintmance of law and erder. 
Ota ultimate policy wiU be to achieve iudependence and for that we will 
try to aids tibat nation In the internationd struggle who promise us hdp in the 
aeUevmnent of our jgpaL We are practical men »pd we have to ^ our task 
byTfsoing xeslitiea. We don’t bdieve in Cougressud Gwdhi’s Charl^ Imuse 
we have to fil^t the industrial nations with msdune-made artifices. Canelu ding 
1^ WtaOitd to the Hindus to remember always that we me ^t ezhauded* We 
™idua aid datennined to flffrt our own cause on our own strength. 




The All India Landlords*' Conference 

FiftI SeatioB— Lacluiow<r--8tli. & 9th. April 1939 

The All India Landlords* Oonferenoe, whidi is perhaps the first gathering of its 
kind in thh history of India, opened in Kaisarbsgh Bsiadari. Lncknow on the 
Mk, Afril 1089 iwd glorious soenes. Tht JfaharajadhiraJ of Darhhanga presided. 
Among those pmaent were the Nawab of Chhatari, Baia Maheshwar Cayai Beth. 
KuAwar Gumarain. the Maharajas of Mymensin^ and Dumraon. the Bala of 
JahanidTahad. Sir S. L. M. Faruqi, Bhaiya Jagadiui Dat Bam Pande, Bai Bahadur 
Kadd^ath, Nawab Sir Muhammad Yusuf, the Baja of Pyagpur, Mr. Beni Prasad 
Tsndon, Lma Dwarkanath, Bai Bamoharan Agarwala, Bai Girendra Narain, Mr. T. 
G. Qoswam^ BIr. Prasidh Narain Anand and Kunwar Lazmixaj Bingh. 

The proceedings commenced with reading by the general secretary, Kunwar 
Gumarain of messages from a number of (ustingiiishra landlords from different 
provinces expressing regret at inability to be present and expressing good wishes 
for die conference. Kunwar Gumarain next garlanded the Nawab of Ghhatari, 
of the reo^tion committee, who then read his speech. 

Nawab Ghattarib Welcome Address 

Tf the Govemment really desire the wdfare of the tenant and order in the 
land, the campaign of ^dlification against the samindars and inciting tenants against 
them must stop at oncsb because any unrest, breach of pei^ or increase in crime 
will ultimatdy recoil on the head of the Government, said Nawab Sir Mohammad 
Ahmad Said Khan of Chattari, chairman of the reception committee. 

*The <Aid cause of all this unsettled and abnormal condition in the rural areas 
is that mse are some people who wish to take the law in their own hands and 
instead of taking legal aotbn, when they feel aggrieved, rush to the Ministers and 
seek thelf direct intervention'— which should really be very rare and in special cir- 
cumstances. he continued. 

The Nawab Sahib said that what they saw in modem Lucknow to-day was 
due . to the generosity and public-sitiritedness of its samindars. But very few 
people rmlisea and fewer still rec(^nized that the art, culture and poetry owed a 
gora deu to the landed aristocracy. Dealing with the important role the 
samindars have played and are still playing he said that they were the real backbone 
of lAciety and tikere could not have been, but for their generosity, so many 
eharitihle^ educational and other useful institutions. 

The Nawab of Chhatari said that the greatest of all services the samindars had 
rendered was the maintenance of' law and order in the rural areas. Tn these days, 
however, we hesr nothing but downright condemnation of landlords, he regrettra. 
It had become a: wldon to describe them as parasites, usurpers and a mseased 
purt of rim narioM body which should be got rid of as soon as possible. 
The Nawab mmii the driegates to pool their resources and combine 
•riii& eneigies to fij^ghlrlhc adverse forces and with their all India organisation they 
should in^tbre hi iid^lo to raise their voice effectively. Through Uiis body riiey 
would be to l^ in touch with views of the samindars of various provinces 
and chalk^u^ A‘^;i4bmmon policy. He warned them to guard against totalitarian 
and indivypidistio . tendencies. Th^ constitution must be democratic so that it 
may Aeil wterest in every 'member. He hoped that the all-India organisa- 

tion wos^ A lismet lead and remarked that unless their associations embarked 
on a oonstrai|«^iA 9 ^iramme they would not be able to do any useful work. 

fie 'blfM^ :wee points for the consideration of the conference. Firstly, he 
saU rimt «nce unrest was being created among tenants against samindars, would 
it not : be better lor various assedarions to interest themselves in those samindars 
who lAn having diffieulties in tbrir samindaris and if they found that the 
tenants wen . in the wrong they should help the samindar in whatever way possible 7 
Beoondly, rile ssmindars hhonld take a Jiving interest in all beneficial activities in 
roral areas, like maiw adfsatlon and rhral uplift Thirdly, wi*h a view to maintain 
law and order they iboim epgaalse themselves so that they may be able to a£re 
every possible help to autborities to m ai nta i n pence in the rural areas. The 

antj^mmindar propajpuiQa was the chief cause of the present lack of respect for 



•-«An. NAWAB YtJBUFS smoH 

Is* ^ OoycnuMt nm xsiaiT wlkiteas U tin vdl-betiiK <d tiie 

** POMjSon of uie fandsdan in die areae under their ' 

wnfa ul. ^e fa^K to die toiaooy leguhuhn in the tJnited ProriiMiai, he udd that in 
their derara nnegtainnie they had made it dear that they voold CEtant fidtir of 
tennra and lair rent to the tenanta. 'rw no ht 

bioiK^ m , the fitatnte. Bod; which was liUly to make their pdeitim impoidUie. 
In S|dte d didr ncotMti. he epntannsd,^ W framed^ a wv"d^ 

? JS* S. ^iMfeadon, ^ atdtnde of the GoreTnasMBt 

totraide tte eir rig^te uf the eamndare has Gan very vniut Zamindara enjoyed 
toON ^te for nee and no OoTmment ewer chdlni^ theae riKhta. Aa fw^ 
tada cf Gormment formula for it waa etill yery detective and 

immetio^ pta qnea^ la ^omio and ahoald be dealt aa anoh. FoUiical 


eoncenied. BefeRing to the icaliaation of mt, he said that be could not why 

the Oovernment should hesitate to provide a section to eject the tenant Inimedisiilf 
if he does not pay his rent. One or the salient featorei of tibe tenanerjr BiU, saia 
the Nawab was tliat it makea cultivadon on large scale 'impoeaibfe» iUter the 
lift war other countries have encouraged fanning on larger scale with moderii 
aethodiL but in this province no zamndar would in lutnn be allowed to 
soi|iiire land evoi on oompensation, a policy which in Ihe long run woukl ntore 
harmful to their national wealth 

Nawah YasuTa Bpeesh 


The Kawab of ddia^ having concluded hit speedi, Kawab Sir Muhammad 
Yutuf proposed that the Maharajadhmja of Dariihauga be dected preiiiteltc In 
his speech he said that they had gathered because thqr were pssstng dh^ngh a 
crius. They found tliat the Congress Governments were not taking 
attitade .towards landlords. The position of the remaining n<m-(>ingtcsS|beM^ 
like Bengsl was also not satisfsetory. The Goivernment shmild look to thrlmerests 
of every section and community but he r^giatted to find that the Governments in 
various profvinces had begun to think in terms of dictatorship. Their attitude was 
most undemocratic. They were degmierating to autocracy or even communism, 
socialism, fascism and so forth. That was the gencoral situatioiic They found 
general dissatishuction. They had reached a sts& where there would be a class 
war. All hopes of unity and solidarity and the whcle country being wdded into 
a nation had been slmttered. In si£rii an atmosphere, Nawui Yusuf added, it was 
obvious that thgr must all be united. They must organise and be prepared to raise 
theis voices eActively from every comer of the country to erpress their grievances 
and assert tbtir voices against the atrorities that were perpetratra in the name of 
democracy* in* the name of the masses, in the name of peasants. Their quarrel 
was not with tenants. Whether they took a lesson froia Bus^.; (Germany ot 
Italy it waa obvious that the eccmomic oemditioa of the pe^MiifM only 
improved by tenants and samindars. labour and capital in 

oooperation. Kawab Yusuf next paid a tribute to the <d 

Darbhanga. He said that they could not find a better man 
young in years he bore a wise hmd over his ahouldert tadowed wi%:>if hrae out- 
bok Slid a keen intelligenoe. He bad got aU these qualities wMA^m * 
lesdar..' Ha was the right sum to guide thoir deliberations. , , . 

Jfoi* RaifBhmar BaH^ seconding the motion, remarked seijitices of 

the house of Daxbhaiiffa to the cause of lamUords were wdlknown^JM^m present 
Mnhaiifaiiltixai hadfollowed the did twditioiis of the house snN^wMly 
and proper that when they wore meeting to-day at such a , ciin»gjpic in 

thdr histor/ they should have hini as their preudent to guide theg deube ia^ s. 
The spentar was confid^t that under bis leadership the work of the confagmee 
would be Bimessfttl and under his leadership they wpuM bo able to & ywnsW a g 
whkh would save lmidlovds» The Maharaiadhxraj was then instdM am^t aggla^ 
In the^preddautid under a golden canopy by the Kawab of dumtiKr wi» 


Mah a rsis * Addraas 

Tlie UiOwraja tf l>arbhaMga then delivered the followmft prcsidciitlil sMM 

. T am sure I iun cxivr::Bsiiig tlie feelings of my own and all ^ T®® 

I sajr that wo arc profoundly grateful to the 
thqy imva done to convene the conference and make ns comfortable Thffjr hwre 
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THE AIX INDIA LANDLORDS* OONEERENOB [ luckvow- 


niida the tot poBsible ea6tBK?<m to see that the landholden of elmost all (he pro- 
Viaoes of India aro adeqnatdy ropresented in this gathering and to enable us to 
tnnsact our borito* nethodiwly. I have no doubt that on the eoddasion of the 
labours of the esiteenoe, (hey have the satisfaction of toving done somethto 
vrlddi ittey :pnm to be a landmark in the history of the ' .todea interests in thfi 


afraid I eannot describe in words what I led on bdng called upon 

to preside over this oonference. The tnist and oonddence which you have 

I to repose in me^ I greatly Tslue. The responsibilities and obligations you 

liave thrust on me are overwndming, and believe me when I say that I would have 
Ibaad it impossible to shoulder them, had 1 not been assured of your unstinted 
support in the disdiarge of my duties. 1 thank you from the bottom of my heart 
*On the oomudfHi o the Oudh Zamindars* Gonlerence held here-at Luclmow— 
in May. I had indicated that the time was fast approachine when we should 
have a Federation of All-India Landholders so that we might whenever necessary, 
taifu foint action in matters -oonceming the entire body of landlords. Since thmi 
die loro has been gathering support and I have been recdving numerous enquiries 
about it It took some shape in Decemto last when the matter was discussed by 
some of my friends— all prominent landlords who had come to Darbhanga from 
various provinces to condder the desirability of convening an All India Oonference 
planid^ our action with respect to matters concerning the landholders in 
the chairmanship of the Maharaja of Mymensingh, they unani- 
"motti^aiBcided that a conference of the landholders of all the provincca of India 
be hrid at Lucdknow to inaugurate the All India Federation of Landholders, and 
aa a result «f that decision, we have met here to-day. 

It is sometimes argued'— and with a good deal of force— that qaestionB affecting 
land bilw provincial subjects under the new constitution, it wifi serve no usefiu 
have an sll-Inma organisation of landholders. This .anpunent, if accepted, 
very root of the idea with which we have assembled here. The Generally 

^ j :view of the leading landlorda, as expressed to me during the uut few 

months, Is that we need an all-India organisation to co-ordinate our .activities, .to 
present a united front and to counteract mischiefs that have thdr origin in orgrai- 
sations of fill-In<ha character and, in certain cases, of international character. I admit 
that BO fas as laws are concerned, we shall have to go to our provinces for the settle- 
ment of the iaauea. But that is not tlh The time has come when the landholderB 
theinselvm have to diange their outlook and determine on a reorientatiou of their 
cy and programme of work in view of the changed condition of things, if 
' me to ejdst as a dasa. 

The world itsdf is Bhaking to-day with the struggles of the forces between 
the **havea" and **have-iiot8.” Q^hnany, Italy and Japan are making frantic 
efforts to find an outlet of thdr population and trade. Great Britain, France, 
Ammica, to fq of other world-powers, who are content with what they 

have, aae naid to coDsdidate their porilion and keep .what they pOBsess. 

The are rumbting, weaker States are trembling and no body knows 

what will be tomorrow. A man of ^^Fhace,’’ however, tries to 

adjuat hBioaii suffering aa far as pomible. 

FrimwiCTp^swa ef the oomplicatums created in the international situation 
by thiipr^lpiftop'' <d Albania by Itdy prompts one to digress for a moment to 
make mipifriih to w(N^ to dictators forcing a war on 

Biitahl^liid bnperilluig to empite witiun which there is such a vast scope for sdf- 
to^detem^ a great potentiality for collective 

llim laudlerds, uotwMhataading thmr differenoea with hia Majesty’s 
OQUBtkatiottal matters, will unreservedly place their entire 
' feeble sod iMadequate toy may be, at the dispbsal of their 
dsfei|ee (heir country ana the preservation of to honour of 
.. j 9 sa aaaaously awaiting to future oevdopments. 
firil oouttlerpart d titis world movemeut in perhapa almoat every 
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I vriio Ml to , 
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xsanr^. sp 

fa hMi |i m| 


by dictatorial fiats backed by brute force. Why 

Oieat Bntaifi, Foiioe, or America? Have to working 
satioiMd wealth no place under to aon ? Questions 
hif tofr dealing with national problema. Here, again, 
things and avert human aufioing aa far aa possible. 
I U me eto of this world-wide jaim la hernd even 
M couatiy of any importanoe. It la predominantly 
Mn loe eeutttriea aystematisdi by to iatroducto 
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MAHABAJA CABBHANQA’S SPEECH 


«{ lud^iim. NMurally (be eyM^ all who want to deatooy caidtaliain have 
to the landloijk. If the present movement is allowed to grow nndbeoh- 
^ it 18 bound to ^^t all those who have ves^ interests. Landlomisin is only a » 
lM]!flnBr---«nd I ahould think a strong buffer— in this country for the capitidist dm 
and once that is gone the avowed enemies of this class will in one fuu swoop tahe 
away the rest 

< .But will ^ ooufttijr be happier «|nv>re prosperous by the destruction of 
landlords or other capitafistr ? My answer is an emplWc W*. Look at Euasi^ 
The communiata there who have for nearly two decades been trying to stir bp the 
world class war Imve reversed their strategy and are now seeking to avoid a wWd- 
war. They have had experience of power and have seen politics in a r^istic man- 
ner so as to appreciate that after all the prophecies of Marxism may not necessarily 
come true. The reaction to their doctrine in Germany, Italy, Japan and Bpain 
has probably been their eye-opener. 

We must, hemever, recognise that we cannot stand aloof from the faeteis 
governing the taidencies of the new world in which we find ourerives. We i£ail 
have to forget that we are just individuals all for oursriveB. The wave of demo- 
cracy is too powerful for that, specUlly as we are aspiring for national solidarity 
and national freedom. We must think bow best we can fit onrselves in the geiioal 
sdieme of national regeneration which is the most vital problem of the present 
generation. To-day a bold challenge has been thrown to us ; it is a (^idlenge to 
OUT leadership of the rural India. The question which we shall have to ask our- 
selves is *^6hall we pick up the gauntlet ?” If our answer be in the negative, it is 
better for us to go to sleep till death and allow events to take thdr own course. 

If in the affirmative, then I would ask you to re-establish your contacta with the 
villagers, think in terms of their welfare and make them leel that your interest is 
not antagonistic to theirs. 

^^r all, what do we take from our tenants ? A fraction of the yield whi;:h 
they get from our land. Are we then their exploiters, or their exploiters are those 
numerous middle men who undervalue their commodity, bind them with shackles of 
debt and make them their bondsihcn in the economic sense. I am afraid, not only 
our tenants but we ouraelvea have been victims of this economic exploitation and 
it is hi^ time that we co-operate with them and attempt to check the enormous 
drain of our resources. 

I always consider that a controversy between a landlord and a tenant is only 
of a spurious character, and so long as it persists it docs Incalculable harm to the 
counti7 in general. I would litre the Inndlords to consider what they get from^ 
their tenants and the tenants to consider what proportion of the vidue of the* 
yidd from the land they give to tlicir landlords j What amount do they spend 
in law courts ? What amount they respecjtively pay to the traders ? and such 
other allied questions. I would also like to tell them to think for themselves whether 
it is in their interests to come together and be happier or to drift apiurt and leap 
the consequences. We must think of agriculture as an industry in wn|ch-Tthe land- 
owners and the tenants are capitalists charged with their universally t^gnised 
duty towards agricultural labour and the result of a fight between ^em will mean 
the inevitable collapse of the industry itself. On the other hand, if the landlords 
and tenants can combine to control tlie trade, commerce and industry of >«iw' pro- 
ducts they will. I am sure, widd tremendous influence in the country side. Is this 
not an ideal noble enough to strive for ? i. v >> i 

Now there is a talk of the nationalisation of the zamindarics. W^ii^ ^that 
mean ? The St^ takes the place of landlords. The tenants will have to bay rents 
to the State and not to the landlord. But will that make any ai>prcciable differ- 
ence in the average income of the people ? Where will the process of- 
distribution of the fruits of labour end ? What about the lawyers, pnests, tfaddjs 
and professional men who live on the iteople at large. How will the new order of 
things react on them ? Will not that mean a collapse of the present daywnomic* 
Btructure ? Will it not land the country into an uncertain future ? We slioul^^ 
P^use to consider. ^ ^ ^ ^ 

- , Thus you will see that there is no substanc® in the oft-rercated cry that land- 
lordism has broken down. In the changed circumstances of «oun^, 

^k of landlordism cannot be the same as before. But with the outl^k wluch I 
we stiessed as necessary we can keep landloidism as a permanent ^factor m the 
pBtipnal ^ l eg m eimtkm of this great country. The most imrorjant and hopeful thing 
^ the nature d the system into which the old landloroism will be transmuthig 
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Ql can be hastened by the diveot driTa of leadentidp which 
to. 


siOBiy ag»gm iioiiblea hare taken an vm turn and haye spread thron^Rmt the 
country. Hiey are usually aggrayated by those irresponsible elements who take 
delight in Ashing in troubled waters. But this cloud too has a ailyer liniag. Most 
of those who are ' in power in the Congress organisation which runs the 
^goyeniiBsnt of seyen pxoyinoes want adjustment and peace. We maar haye our 
wtimiieeB with ihma ui matters of detail, but so far as the general pclley ia ooa> 
owned we cannot haye any disagreement. We want adjustment beoMwe thecein 
lies our security. We want peace because only then can we deydop onr strength. 
For a mtereat like ours it ia only desperation that can driye us to fi^t and I 

haye reMona to believe that ao long as the gnmp following the diteotione of Mahotma 
Chmdhi rules in the Congreaa and the aociaiiata and cornmnnista are kept in 
ekbJk we shall not have to take that extreme step. Neyertheleae we led that 
many pfovindil goyemmenta are showing yery great weakneaa hi dealing with 
the aitnatioii. Fcmbie poeaeaaion of xemindars land, loot^ terrorism and murder 
are matters of almost every day oocunrence. Theae atrocitiea are misnamed as 
^iaan Batyagraha*. These must be stopped at once if the Qovemment have any 
prstontiOB to maintain law and order and I urge upon them, apectally those who 
proim truth and non-yidenco as thdr creed, to take firm action and check the 
aphit of lawleaanesa which is bound to be harmful to the intereets of the country. 
I.et me hope ihat this is only a passing phase and the moment we are able to 
hdp onr tenants to improve their economic condition these agitators will find 
th& occupation gone. Alongside with it I must also appmd to those who 
guida the destinies of the Indian National Gongresa to take immediate steps 
to prerent any further deterioration d the agrarian situation. I am convinced 
that an honourable compromise between the contending parties can achieve 
what l^slations carried by majority of votfs can not. Goodwill d all sactions 
oi the people which is the foandaUem of a national Oovemment can 
be obtained by conciliation and not by coercion or suppresaion. When I say this 
I am not oblivious of the fact that just as there are the sodalista in the Congress 
organUation who will be satisfied with nothing short of the total abolition of the 
aemindaries. there arc in our organisation too persons who are strongly of opinion 
that they must continue as before and if needs be. to lay down their hvea to protect 
their ri^ts and privileges. In my opinion this school ol thought is as kqurious 
to the uiterest of the country as the socialists. If allowed a free play either of 
theee will plun^ the country in bloody strife, min agriculture and hopdessly 
retard the moral and material progreea H the country. If we lode at the problem 
with a view to establish peace in the country and promote ita wdfere and adjust 
our Terences accordingly, 1 fed sure that an honourable compRomise is not 
difficult. 

Brethren. I have d^rays been stressing the point that we cannol do anything 
unlesa we close up our own ranks and develop our strength. 1 repeat the same 
today. In order that our voice and action may be efiectivcL we mtial ' link together 
every landlord from one end to another in a ungfe c^. ia the- mm 

purpose of onr moctiug today. We expect our brother landlords to Jain na not by 
nkma rewilutiona or makiuif aneeches but by promoting a ipim of mutiid 


ng inooa reaolutiona or making apeecbes but I 
m ,||idiyidiial attention to the^ needs and dl 


of mutiud 
rs by <wr 


fliiilii iilifciwtnali me, general direction regarding the proianamfie ef fror^ by oar 
^^PiPwSrmmisadoni, and guidance from the All India reiPKr^ 

Sk puraued by the landlorda are neoesaary. if we orgamsa* 

llQii Ik malEO ifedf felt. 1 fed that we sho^d have in each |MBp||ciaI 
'iS oi ours a aludy secfkm to plan things and find M our d» ,to 

prniilemL a ptapai^da socrion to inferm all coMipId what’ we are 

Aii-lu&i dtiailisatien^^^ w^ depend upon ti: w provipw 


tt'yau pranMiil 
lii Vm ywnnMi 
Hi mi MOOOBt n 

ii(0ej' adar U* 

l^ajrS 
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»^dlimembaia«»t «rf;.mir niik» vonU taM 
*4 *S?*.*^^/1i. *^*^®**** doom. I adini^ th«t m 

^ nmains that the oiMt cuiuot i^lace the odter. 'Vmto 
Ike taiUaldeir oismeaiun, they have different functions to perfonn, and it is 
43mlf iJbdr johit efots mi our oreaniiatiou can to achieve ita c^iect Hef 
avat euTOtoent eadi other and each must aee that Oie other » juaiiy 
traaM and is to anrvivd the onala^hta made on him. ^One for All add Au 
lor One’*' i^ld be our wah^-word. I that everr provincial organiaatiou mil 
pay ipeeU atteotioa to thia vital diAUon ^and bnng al^ut complete ooho^ 
amdnget the vanoua gradea of landhold^ 


Bide 1^ aide ^th organiaing ouraelvea, we muat not loae eight of the bctthat 
the laadlorm are in a numerical minority in the country and can not cxiateby 
thmnaelveae They muat in order to play an effective role in the political life cd the 
nation ooaleace with auch other mupa or partiea whoee* aima and objecta an in 
cmnmon with oura. But the uaefulneea and value of auch a coalition can 1^ 
mined onW by the measure of the inherent atrength which our organiaatiooi gathera 
and it ie tor thia very reaaon that 1 appeal to the landholdera to be one in nddd 
and smrit 

Trienda, I have indicated what I conaider to be the beat line which the landioniB 
ahonld adopt at the preaent juncture. We must always remember that we .are the: 
(^Idren of the soil and though differently situated from our brethren bdohglng to 
the other claasess have as much duties and oblkationa towards our mother«bottiitry 
as any body dae. All that we have to consider here is how we can help our country 
to occupy a position of honour In this world. That can be the only justification of 
our existence. We want our elaaa to exist because we believe that its existence will 
contribute towards the country’s proajierity and thus its destruction would fdunge 
us all into chaos and disorder, we maintain that we have as much right to exmt 
as an}r other class that ia in existence today by reason of the long process of 
evdutioD. We have met here to demonatrate that wc are not going to rec^ from 
Ube field of action. We are alive to the needs of Uie situation and we are pn^ared 
to play our part honourably and well. I^et us now get to tlic business before ns and 
wito heart within and God overhead, determine what we should do ami how. May 
we waBt boldly and wisely in the light we have aiid get what wc desire*’ 


Mawab Farroqrs Speech 


Addressing the conference Nawab Sir K, O, M, Farroqi, ex-Ministcr, Baagsl. 
severely coiidcninod *thc mod orgies of rank coinmunalism both among Hindoa ami 
Muslims wdio arc surrading the virus of religious fanaticism and class hatred 
the unlettered and iiiflaminiible masses in the countr^r.’ Jlc dwelt at length on Bie 
prominent port played by Ufndliolders in political, social and indiistiial orgaiiisatton 
of tlie land. IjoiKUioldcrs did not merely collect revenue for dominaiicc of {wers 
but also gave ])roioet.ion to Uie tenants under their care against revolutions from 
within and aggressions from witlioiit. llicy \vcrc alcove all bigotry, commiinalism 
luid narrow sectarianism. Proceeding he said that tlic inaiiifold rights w'hich the 
lau^olders formerly enjoyed in the discharge of their duties to tlie pco])lo under 
their care were by legislation after legislation taken away until they were now 
rotlticed ratlier to tlic lininble |X)8ition of mere bailiffs or collectors of rent. He 
was confident that if the landholders successfully tackled the onltivators’ prob* 




their produce in order they might get fidl value, they could at once 
effect sulistantuil improvement in Uicir condition and regain their confidence 
and goodwill and thme would be case in tlic collection of rent. 
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' X ...A^. Dotal Stik piopoMd the fonutloB'ol • 

c^n iw % nptCMRkMvf, «( tlw ddaftates of the diibnnt MMtieM eitd dio 
and wUle the ddegatee aeleoted npietentnivei lor 

. lM?%oh6ihi^^^ D^iil Seth next ennoimoed the fernetloD of e committee 
to dvd^ V^ COMtitatioii m the All-Indie Lendiords^ rFedeietloii whl^ would' 
Iw oooelitmoBthenext dey. Ihe committee oonsisU of Bi^ Beedeo of KoUengode r 
Hr. Kehge Aiyer from Madras; Mr. P. D. Fowar end Mr. Akhaji 

mm tfai'Oeutihl Frovincea ; Mr. T.' B. Kerwede end Meior XJdeye Mnidi« from 
Bovb^ ; Mr^ T* Qoaweini and Sir K. Q. M. Fenov iMu Beuilt Newab 
Shf . Muhemmiaa 'Yusuf and Kaja Bisheswar Dejal Seth If. P. ; Mr. 

Gioowiupi JldVdoi^ Das end the hoh. Bel BHieaur Bemsaren Dae from the 
Madhupur and the BeJa of Sareiigi frmn Orlsse end 
Shan Maaood Ahmad and Mr. Kashineth Sinha from Bihar. > 

Proeeedtaga A R«Miidloiia--aiHl. Day-^Lxekiiew-ABi. April Iftt 


COMMtTTBB OF UKDEXLBTANDIVO 

That e repreaeniitiTe Goromittee of tw^ty-five members be formed with 
AUthori^ to negotiate on bdbalf of the All-Indie Landholders’ Federetum for 
Ah iindmatending with the Indian National Congress and the FhmneiaJ 
Coyemments regarding the present-day problems anecting the welfare of the 
lano^olaers and tenants, was the decision arrived at in the opm session on 
the next day, the $th. AprtL 

The resolution strengthens the hands of the Ohattari group in the U. P. 
which tried for a compromise with the Congress. High Command on the 
tenancy legislation. Before draft resolutions were taken np for diacussion, a 

number of speeches were deUvered at the Conference by representatives cd 

various provinces on the general condition of landlords. 

Mr. T. C. Oo 9 wam (Bengal) saul that land-lords to-dgy were faced 
with different problems in different provinces but with a common denominatix^ 
In Bengal they witnessed a riot of legislation. The Beng^ Tenancy legislatiofs 
did good to none. He described the Moneylenders Bill as ^a pernicious legislation 
which woulcT destroy rumi credit ” It was essential lor them to, organise rural 
csedit and enable them to negotiate with some authority with the Government 
and pcdUical parties. He suggested that they should allow pnmncisl organiia- 
tioim as much autonomy as was possible in internal affairs. 

V frixseeding, Mr. Gostrsmi said that he was not afraid of socialism and 
communism, but of the activities of those not interested in the welfare of 

Othymi, and whose only means of existence was to create and foment trouble. 

HA owed unalterable allegiance to the Indian National Congress. Even the Congress 
its^ was against disruptive . tendencies. He appealed to the Ccmference, not in the 
name of vested interests, but of the common people of India, to do their very 
best to improve the country, its agriculture and the lot of the agriculturist. 
The economic proiperity of the country should be the aim of those who 
ckimed to be natural leaders of the people. He advised them not to have a 




of the masses. 

Thakore Saheb of Kervada (Bombay) smd that most aemindars’ organisa- 
tions wme dormant, if not dead, but rumours of the Tenancy Bill and the tax on 
agricultural income, had come as an effective tall twister* The “steam roller” of the 
ingress Government’s l^slatioo was pursuing its pre-determined course, with only 
a coimteous bow ”to our bitter cries of anguish and fright.” 

; The Ihakoie Sidieli suggested that the attention of the Governors, the Viceroy 
and the Secretiunf dl State tor India be drawn to Sections 17?, 2^ aud 900 of 
Goveriiiheiit of Tudia Act aiid to the Irstructions in which the Interests of m 
semuiriari^ who were a were sought to be safeguarded. They should take 

early st^ the Thakore Baheb said, to prevent the passing cxpiopriatory and 
hasty measures. He lAm un^xised sending a memorial and waiting in a deputation 
on the Vlcmoy, ahd jl jm' be on the Secretary of State for IiMUa* . ^ 

Mr. A. G. JTri^ea Ifoo (Madras) said that the zemindam never wimted ^ 
obstruct the progress of ;the country, and it was wrong to ImegiBe tiiat they ^ 
lieved in etagimtion or tw they ^ not want ameiioratioii of the aowB4ioddea. To 


-•in. ■ 80 ] FBOCmDlNUB Ain> 

Uqr A* blsBW fw Oto' pcMant oondlticn ol die auMHltot’die 

ga^jMniysss. sar%ra>aj!»ssa' 

die eeBinden end tcneote wmld lune tn Uni tfft^liiir Ke n urencd heit^liBUlrtioB 
peaeed ^ the Opiuiw Goremmente, «h» w^TuSed iuJait thdt 

H*!"**!?!”?!" !? ^ **“ «l»«*y*di{‘hBtildieii' ^eleeaM pMnk^ 

thoiqM dat if the Oormmrat earae mea egneeMit edth the other bWh^ the 
m—roree womd not be of eneh m ««tnw^ , .- -^X 

Mr. M. Q. CkitnavU (Nagpur), daehned that die lenJheMere wiki ttoi^^'enpoaed 
to the teuMta’ intereats, uut must oppoM leddatioa wUeh ai«ped Id dicir own 
eitonDinatioo. He xeferred to the leguialaTe iniQstiee b^e done to the semiiidM 
in 0. P. ; ^ 

Mr. Chandmhwara Praaad Leader of the Onty^ypin ip 

Aflflemlily, said that the changed circamstanees had awakened them. He adrised the 
landholders to adopt methods similar to those whereby their forefathers hid seeniid 
ta them thdr present comforts. He advis^ his auaience to turn the idea dot of 
their minds that the British Government would come to their aid. They iikoald 
take a full part in the strug^e for their rights in conjunction with ot||n pirties in 
should take the foremost part in the fi^t for the country’s free* 


the ooun^. They ^ 

dom and luso fight out the adversary who attacked them. 

The conference next proceeded to consider resolutions 
Dayal Seth announced that the ddegates of other provinces 
say anything. 

18 Pevgb Batio Dstbimbntal 


a Rafa Maheahwar 
^d not desire to 


The hon. Bai Bahadur Ram Saram Daa of the Punjab ihoved that the conference 
was of the oidnion that the present rate of 18 pence exchange ratio had proved 
detrimental to ^e best interests of India, particularly of the amculturists, and 
strongly urged its revision.The mover pointra out that the zamindars realized that 
the present exchange ratio had done them a great harm. A deputation ot landholders 
had waited on tne Viceroy under the leadership of the Mahaiajadhiraja of 
Darbhanga in that connection. He was afraid that in case the ratio was not revised 
the Government would have to fall on the system of bounties and restrict 
imports. Even the exporting countries would not be benefited therebv 'to the 
extent expected. 

Shah Maaood Ahmad seconded the resolution. 

, Mr. Anand Praaad Sharma of Mahakosbal moved an amendment sog^ 
ting that the linking of the Indian currency with the British currency had also 
proved detrimenUd to the interests of India, and desiring that the old ratio of 14 
pence should be esti^lished. 

The amendment was rejected and the main resolution passed. 

Checking of Communism 


The Raja Saheh oj Tirwa moved the following resolution . . 

'TWs conference is of the opinion that the spread of communi^c principles 
is destructive of the peace, prosperity and progress of the country and it resolves 
to counterct and check such propaganda by all legitimate means, and with that 
end in view to take and give all possible hmp and cooperation from and to those 
who believe in an orderca progress of the country. - . • 

Moving the resolution the Raja of Tirwa remarked that communism anectm 
the general and social order of a t^pie. They were aware of the conditions m 
question which had adopted those principles. He desired ^at they should cooperate 
with all such bodies which were opp<»ed to communism not becauM it was 
^ain^t the zamindars but because communism was a meni^ to the whole s^iety. 
They should consider that it was their religion to combine in checlnng suqb thinga 
It was. titierefore, necessary to have a Bangathan of Zamindars. Here the passing of 
resolutions was not enougm , , i.* i xu tt » 

The Baja of Tirwa in pasring referred to the manner in which the, U. P. 
Tenancy Bill was being pass^ Every member was not ^ 

niove amendments but threats were given t^t it should be PA^ oJ Am u 
H e hoped tlmt on letum to their respective provinces the zaminoars would take 

“^^oSSSrSf^ w-olutioii Mr. Birman N«tk 

commumsea and- socialism was a menance to the ooantry s peace* Instea4'^ unity 
tlifly wiaie Uirateied iritli « oImb w«r. 
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‘a“g 5gy ^^ 82i 

Iffim WandtM ClunMrt and Aiwnd 

C to— mwt t w » ot vn Oomuiroa 
^^ .jMrtMWiadtdSililkthaainaidflialton of tin ooutitatloa ot ton 
dU'In^ ^IbflMdan’ ftittnittnn wS* diattad bf too oab^maittao awolntod 
wttfMttduif hp Im OQifopioOo 

miSirla^ iff Mvmmuiugh movad tint tlia coiuitittttioa drafted by ^ 
•ob-ooiiiwitiM baa^t^ Moving ttie zesolntion he remarked that the felatioDi 
between tbk ^ lanjbydi and tenanta were inteiallied and both were dependent on 
one anothoTo The potentialitiee of the order of lamindari were great but owing 
to lack ef wnity thlf had not-made themsdvea felt The tfahamja next read the 
drtft floneftniion and moved for ita aco^>tanee. He farther moved that until the 
formatiin of the All-India Federation Oommittee. mentioned in the oonekltution, 
the preMcnt anthoriied to carry on the work of the federatioa with the 
•aeiaUuioe of a fioviaional committee eonaieting of peraona choaen by the praaident 

The Xifja Sahib ti KolUngoda, aeoonding the piopoBalo said that he oonaidered 
that the move waa epocm-making in the hiatory of the landholdera of India. They 
were not meeting thm a day too early and he felt that the federation of that Idna 
ehoold have bm formed long ago. Even the ruling diiefa found the neoeasity of 
a Joint action. The Mnalim League too had got an all-India aaaoriation. The 
CongreBa winded inflncmilf beeauae it had an organiiation of an all-India character. 
Even workmen had got an all-India aaaociation. It waa tragic that nmindara 
dioold lag bdiind. It waa on that account that their intereete were in danger in 
varione provinoee. No other community waa ao afTected by legialatarea in (uflhrent 
provincea aa the amindara and it wa only a ailvcr lining in that bad atmoaphere 
that they were brought together lor evolving meaauree for Joint action. 

Nawob 4br ifubomiaod oupporting the resolution, explained the general 

tetnrea of the landhddera* federation acheme. The main object of the echemcL 
waa to create a federation of variona unite of auunlndara in nrovincea and 
dlikinlfl and oeganiM lamindara on a wider baaia so that th^ could make their 
niiilmnn felt and other political partiea could take notice of them. He empbaaixed 
Ihet the working eommittee which the ^deration would have would not be a 
fielalieg body. The uniti chould not entertain any each fear. It would be an 
ampnomona body. The fnnotton of the federation would be to tender advice and 
eepedinate the ootividee of variona nnita. It waa obviont that the acheme waa 
daifted within a very abort apace of time and, therefore, there mig^it be ddfecte in 
Hint on the whole It waa a acheme which ahonid be acceptable to the conference. 

Sa3a Mahmwar Dagal Salk of Kotra, anpporting the reeolntion, aaid that the 
npnri cl the eonatitatioQ enb-oommittee waa unanimona ; and that he knew that 
Ipr dho irat time auch a eonatitation waa drafted, rather in hurry, and it might be 
iS0L el defeeta bat oven then he woald ctrongly recommend that the oonference 
Sonld kdopttti wi It wia. It waa after all a matter of formality that it had been 
‘ m oonferenoe. Having nnanimoualy appointed the oonatitntion 
that eommittee having brooght out a draft naanimonaly, it 
loiinality for tlM conferanoe to aoi^ that draft. What waa im- 
^ worduiga el the cooatitntioa bat how to work it The aeoond 
waa tlitf had to eondiide the deliberationa of the conference 
It ainewdwenia after amendmenta wen moved they mijp^t have 
M the dfilt migjht be incomplete. Ho, thereCora very atrongiy 
bv dMldneoept it knowing thoi it waa capme of improve- 
defeeta, beeauae that waa adopted nnenliiioinly by the aob- 
— wnanimoaoly appointed by the eonfennoe. 

^ WynnaSifen to be formed would be 

1 ^ ita aioM and objeota would be (a) to 
ad tanaolB and feqpiova the eotmonle oon- 
Bt of aievleiiltaxe by their united edbrta; 
govecnamt adetnale apd edhettve mfe- 
Itd lo^eonperate eamiata iMUeawidi M 
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mOCEEDINGS AND RESOLOTIONS 



m 

Mrlout Qi^ts of 

. , :^5:' V-' 

lor t3u» 

BO that % 
ttotnicf^raid tibonomiiD frcedoin of 
horithy ond closer couinsration ‘ 



f ^o promote runll i 
aiidlords. aad ollia 


national coat- 


Tarions commiiniMcs ; (d) to promote inter-commumd 
try. Hticl (c) io Umtlcr ail vice nuil to coordioato ‘ 
tbo l^^Hlciatioii in tlio provini*cB. 

Mr. Bimi Pasaii Tandnn (Allahnhnd) moi 
tkm of the £olk>witig as objocto o£ 4ho assoc 
(a) To arouse iiatioiinl ooinictoiibhefMi at 
take tJiclr projxjr share in the stnijri " 
community and the country ; (b) to \\ 


tlic laildlonls, tenants and the' a<;ric.uR%^ liRbiir ; ^ 

ment ; (d) to safejrnard the rights and interests of the' _ 

nini! commuiittics ; (c) to immiotc inter-communal luirmony tiiroiighotil the counuy 
and (f) to cooixurnte even at a stu*riticc widi all )tartie8 to promote prMiierity in the 
counti^-sidc and friendly relations lictwcmi the various commiiiiiticB#^^ 

Mr. Tandon. movinj; the amen<lmcnt. emphasized the need ^ r 
ciouancss if zamiiitlars wanted promotion of the country’s welfare. 

Baja Maht*$war Daunt apiietdcd to the confcrenco to aceejit the eons 
as it was drafteil by the constitution sub committee. He 8ug:ti:cBte(l that the ; 
might take tlie seiiiie oT the house thereon or he might himself adopt a 
curtailing tlic proceedings, lie thought that tlie house ought to agm to posslBg 
the constitution witlioiit any disiMiBsioii. 

A ficlegato thonaht that it was too late for tlie Enja of Kotra to make that 
motion as an amendment had already lieen moved, and when the twcsitoit ask^ 
the house if the amendments (Which nmuliercd 15) should be taken up or the eoiis- 
iitittion should be luisscdos it was, the stime delegate remarketl that the ddegatee 
had eomo from long distance to form a landlords* federation and consider its eonsti* 
tntion and so they should not be gagged. 

The President rcnnirkWl tliat he did not want to stop anybody from iHntlciim- 
ting in the discussions but he wonted to lake dbc sense of the liouso on the prepqtal 
made by the Uaja of Kotra and ^he proi*ccileil te take votes. The voting ajmearing 
to bo very close he directed counting whidi resulted sii Si voting for the lUiia of 
Kotra*a motion tlnit tlie constitution should be tiossod without cottsideritig amend* 
mciite. 71 voting against it. Mr. Prnmdh iVcirofii Anad then demanded a division 
when voting was r<H*ordcd on the lobby «y«tem. 

While the votes were being reiHirdoil the Raj* of Kotra declared that he never 
Intendai tiuit the amendments should not be cousideroiL What he wanted was that 
fluty s^Hild not be dismissed at tlie ccmforeiicc for want of time and he amended 
his motion by adding that the auumdmente should be referred to the ounstitutum 
siib-i^mmittoe of the conferciu*c. The division resulted in 17o voting for the Bm 
of Kotra's motion and tvt against it. Acconliiigly the constitution drafM by toe 
snli-committee was fvisscd without discussion and the amendments received were 
referred to the sub-ooramittee. 

ELLXTiON OF TOE rEE^inSKT 

The next lesolation on the agenda was that the Bahajadhiraja of DaMawga 
ihoiilil lie elected as president of the All-Iiurm I-niidholdcni’ Feteation. IJisnng 
the eonuderation of ttus rcsolntion tlie Maharapidluraia of Daihhanga a;ithdrcw 
from the prcsulcntial cliair and Baja Bahadur of Katouanda took the Ihe 

rcsolntion was moved by Nawah Sahih of Chhnfan, who remarked mt the Aleharam* 
dhin^’e aetivitiee in Uie cause of the landlords were very great aim it was in tM 
fitness of things tliat tUev ^loiild dwt him unanimously as the first preset of 
the AH-India luuitlhblilerH’ Federation. The resolutioii was seconded by the hgs. 
lAda Kam Haran Das and «umx>rted by Baja Miib of ^pWengode, Natmb^ Sur 

V ^ ... ! •iwl fl«A Itnifi SAhib of Fanknd, 

his 


& 


<1. BL Farooqiiu the Ibiia Sahib of Tirwa and t^^ Bam of Itak^ 

mm paid brilliant tTibtites to the Maharajndhinija of Daihhanga for 


of whom paid 

dgnel aervices to the landlords. ^ , ..... 

After the reaoliitioa was passed Um Maharajadhiraia 

to the pn^enthd mir. 

Federation^ Pledge 

Jfr, C. 8. Bamga /ifsr next rooii’ed the fdlowing i^utto !— 

Eonre hereby reedves that cveiy memto of the AU-Indm^ 
ided^ himself to carry out its xr^otious in a spi^ nl 

united frtiit beaniig in mind jWT g 

idm whhout aUowing perspoal feelings to intcrfeie wm 

tibiir pviblio duties and 

» ■ ■■ '■■■■■ 



of Darbhanga returned 


LMidhol- 




OOMfBBtoOB [UMBMir- 

W qjMjfil tejvUok ^ Oo M ww Ctoritnnart eija* 
dnl fit Umt oriSttok. Mr. Itopt-' Ijror «in ^ tbef fonid in 
Mfi» « nMt ' iifiBt^ IliCT alio ' fiNmd nim pomcIbI 

I ?iif^ '-tiTiiiff loona thtl tlinr liaoiuittf • iwiriirltal 

, w nc^ pointed <rat by 

tte pftimt in bte MxmL jrm n# m inbnoipoly and mnit not be n nteiiibpQly 
of Oiie pirtieidir gfonp te mt ooiinm The time had oome^ the ipeaker mU^ 
tharted bmdloRie mnat he^ abieam with the enmnt movemOnte of all the 
tepea. Thne tem in that OjDontnr a poweifid party whidi erimtod to npate the 
oiaer of lhiafih. Boclaliem wee the dniy way of making rioh people jNXit and 

tile 


rkdi. Here he referred to the Baradari ineident and 

- - Sfivaatava and oondemend the attitude of the l^emier 

of tim Qgigiete 0^^ in , that eonneotlon. Mr. Banga Iyer wanted the 
lan^dom to be viited beeatem the Cbiigeria, he aaid, waa pla;^g the dirte game 
of dieide and rule. He did. not want the Gbngreee Ooremmente to wdk into 
the totetipe of dee^ and he added if it walk^ into the footatepe of deapota 
H waa foe the lanolocda to unfud the flag of democracy. The landholaera 
meat nnite in the nraaenoe of a common enemy which todey happened to be their 
own bidlliien. Mr. Be^ Iyer added that th^ did not want India to beoome a 
onthonae of Biiaiia. India moat be Hinduathan and atanding npon her own 
pereonelity end eheiaeter« ehe eodd offer a moat anoceaafnl fight to lha new 
deepotle loroee. 

The reaolatkm was paaaed titer it waa aeconded by Mr. 2>. JT. LahiH 
Ckaudkari and anpported oy Thakiur SkMtmangal Bingh. 

Aon AEIA V SSTTLBMEilT 

ifeior Eaja Durga Ifarayan Bitigh of Tirwa moved the following 
naciution • 

‘Thia oonfeNDoe leiolvea tiiat the All-India Landholdera’ Federadoa Committee 
ahall appeint a anb-committee of 17 membera with powera to coopt 10 membera 
from the Province oonoemed idth the preddent of the Working Committee aa 
Ite to eiamine aU mwationa affecting the landlorda of the province 

and to take^ch action to aettle them aa it deema neceaaary.*^ 

Mavihg die readution the Bo^a Bahib of Tirwa aaid that the piopoaed 
•niHsommittee eould viait provinoea and, if neceaaary, even diatricta, to make 
enmiriee, negotiate with Gorernment end telnf other atc^ for the settlement of the 
peoblema whudi would be the subject of enquiries. The zamindara did not want to 
deny to tha tenants their legitimate r^ta. The tenants’ condition waa not what it 
waa about 40 yeaia ago. Bdconns were needed but they did not want reforme whra 
would lead to lldgatiODa between aamindare end tenante and yield benefit to a third 
pmn^. He eeeerted thet the tenancy legation of hia province wee eneh that it 
would Involve the aemiiidaare and tenante m a claea war and Utigatkm. 

Afw*Col. Komar Bkdmoktr Bakador Singh aeconded the reeolutioa. 

Mr.. BHoho^war Praaad Vdrma mom en amendment suggesting the 
inemtiiMr in the xesdutlott of a proviao— Trovided that adequate xepremtatGm be 
given in tee anb-eommittie to tee aamfaidaia paying leee than Ba. 5j000 aa land 
zevenne/^ Ha ramarked' teat there wee a miaunderatanding between naall and big 
mmindam and; teerefoveL tern ehould he a provision for an adeqimte lepieaentatkn 
of tee former wltl^ whicte there was tee fear of only big mmindars being 
indndo^ in tee enb-oommittee. Mr. Anand Praoad AgarwaU seconding tee 
reaolum, lenuirkiad teal tee emidlor amindaia were faced with tee gieateat 
difiicnlttea aiid» thecefon, teter pteaenee in audi a aub-committee wai aaaentiu. The 
Bajd of Tirwa^ tee mover, acoepiad tee amendment ifaiu Maknhomr Dagai 
SM of KicAra opnoaad the reiolation. He said teat tee resolution was not ao mple 
M i| i m pmred to ^ v They most nsderatand fully its akn^tomee before miUDg up 
teiter muS. Wh^ it meiot was teat tee AB-Inma Mntem, formed teit* di7, 
dKNdd' appoint 0 eonimitteB whkte ahonld decide the fate of tea landlorda of a 
pakticular pimdiba. Aa o eoncreta iUfialration he lefened te tea tenancy 
iftnMiM mUidnem. Hc Said test if . tee ibMlution under diamalon 
look s dWbiiti ihiiiii; ft dlim mian^ teat die' eomndttea to ha appoltiliad tmdar it 

!#**»«■* 

flip teoancy malMi. wifia 'fl|Mi;Cobgieai oove nim flit Are wO’ to Impoio on |ne 
nunfadir -v^iatti^pifiifci witiiont' titeing tiA oeifi^^ 

Lfiiai Up eaagaai opoHmmmn woom iniinin .wite MOiinc^ fl w t a m 
.• ' ' -mm' btf* ^ m ptiyimit an^iMiwifiifi 


— V 'AHU W ] 


pfiocBEDiKGs AKD xsaoimmsB 


Mill ■»««» *«•« not lie decUilIv 

oM Tenavna tmt he haid boI beifHi able to inoat the 

’• J*“ Sf^" Waktm% Mked in n^oMrt 

im^^inMiU not to me to explein 60 par cent, of ‘the jraoriiione ol diet B&l. 
TOiMAye.lioe eon people oatdde ondetoSid it r The Bek Sehib of Setts 

thet nsplu^. The mdatfaiB ie tiUy end 
** 4 i 4 *t ettendai of enp.of Tiia end it oo^ to to irieeted.' 

to > inquiry JSijLe ^ Xotta to^ ttottotofm objeoaon . 

tQ.en- MMUionthn end he would not^objeet to tto lenlutMin if the iqiwniH) ekhut 
to eu lwyininitteB power to ‘eetUrf, qaeeUont wee ondtted. AcemAn^ to 
dtoete to qnertlon aek^ Two to ddete to portion gi^g to 

enlMiminito poKW to 'eettlen The Bito howeret, did not eecqit^ mutton. 

Ttnea nmlytog, eeid tot it was ^ mitfortnne tot 
mm et tot tote hour better coumel did not preniL He hc^ tot hie i— 
fjoeod,. the Rija Sahib ol Blotra would not nianndafstand nin when, he eaid that 
«odf» their Tenancy Bill was 100 times worse than what it was originallfe It 
y«ia»l tafcs two* or three mon^a More the proposed snb-committee woiM nedn 
to thnetion and by that time the U. P. Tenancy Bui misjit be retonai by uhb 
Upper How OT aright passed by it cw God o^ oonld know what wonld 
happen tor- it The Bala, ei Kotrae therefore^ sbonld not apprehend the 
sno-committM would e^ once enter into a settlement with the GoverhaMnt on 
the tenancy limriation. The speaker remarked that it was also nnneeessary for 
the Bale of Botra to ent^tam any apprehension aa he had got a reaolutioa passied 
at the Mrtiih Indian Assoeiatibn by a majority of yotes that there should he no 
oemiooBtise with the Government 

The Boia of JTotra^On a print of order, that ii wrong ; we wm not againt 
negotlstioBS or compromise bat we ol^ted to arbitration. 

Tho Raja qf Tirwa^ continuing, said that he would leave it to the eemferenoe 
to indge H the resolution wanted arbitration or it gave power to the landlord, 
championa of India to take action to settle questions. It ^d not* ssk the 
Congress people to arbitrate to any eitent He emphasised that it was futile to 
apprebeed that the Federation Committee would at once jump at JLneknow' and. 
would take up the U. P. Tenancy Bill enquiry and negotiate with ihe Oopg rc aa* 
Government The reaolation, he added, was quite innocent and it only snggsated 
a measure to remedy the grievances of the all-India landlords. Whatever trouble 
arose in any of the provinces, the committee conld tonr througbont the ptovince 
and in to redress the gnevances of the landlords. 

Tlie xesolntion was pnt to vote and declared carried by a majority of votes. 

UNDEBSTAVniHO WITH COHGKBBB 

Another resolution, which aroused a great deal of contioveisy, was the 
following moved by Mr, Jihendra Kiohara Acharya Chamdhari 

*This eonference resolves that a irocesentatlve committee of 25 membert be 
formed with authority to negriiate on behalf of tiM All-Indian Landholders' 
Fedmtion for an understanding wlthi the Indian Natkmal Conmsa and the 
Provincial Oovernmoita regarding the iwesent day problems aifiKting the wriiue of 
landlords and tenants.'* 

In a short speech moving the resolution Mr. Chaudhari renwked that in 
eveiy iwovince tenancy legislatioua were curtailing the ri^ta and privUeges^of the 
lan<floida and he hopd that thrir Fedoation would he a strong bodv. He added 
that the question of the representation of smaller aamindais in ae piopoaed 
committee would be taken seriously into consideration. 

Rai Bahadur Guru Bemak Upadhffa seconding the resolution said that tbes 
riioiild tary to negotiate and settle on terms of eouslity. It worid be futite to s^^ 
theft thete cofKUtiOAS were the same as 25 or A years b^k. T^. rf><mld not keep 
; in pence ee brioce. They had to change their methw. They famged 

ar bodies and there was no harm in admitting their shortoomings. There 

■iio BO harm in admitting tiiat the Indian Natimial Ccamm w aft proW 
tobigatetpolitoi orguntortion. It wm fe rhom to . ^ 

^vuteia of andi oondiW Wrong tto ngf w yd in O oiigwM eto to tort 
fbe tsestaeBt of aambidanl with taints sad teereloro it^_wjps noesmairy^to^ .vrisg 

to lite BOtiee of the Indian Natumal Caam^ The 


wiqr Irir a settlement in 
^ to «d not undowtead triad 
eonlA Boft have been able to rngotitee edhetiTriy wha Ibey 




ins' thct the pfo^poted iwamutfafl 
the pmiim imcerttfll Ihhi 


lOi TBEm^l^ tmmow-- 

bat nueetion of ireehoeie lOiotild go wheo they OKgMhMd ' m |dl-l»dio 
Fadenktioii of Iftiidloi^ 

Jfr, 7. M moved an emeodment i 
•limidd have power to coopt tea member^ 
later aceeptod> by the mover. 

JBL Jtf. Jfoetoyt, who deelared himielf to he eatirdiy in ggroeBmnt with 
>iie reeoltttkm, moved an amendment that in every nronace then 
iljgfld he oemmiUjBeB of nro\incial anita whoee function wotud be to negotiate 
Sir nettlemeufto arise, with the Provhieiiil ik>wmusatM» 

Hie waa afraid Hmt the-oridiiid rceolutiou would not ee^ve the purpose for which 
it waa intended, lor most of the members of that type of committee would be 
igamnnit of the meal pvdblems of diSennt provincea. 

Mai iSTarf Prasad Lai 4)ppqeed Uie resolution snggesting nmotUUons with the 
Congiess. die ^criticised the Briiar compromise. He aeserted that the umindan* 
rirte and piirile^ were botiut batchered. He added that the aamindars of 
l8»r had ernne to the 49DtrfisrUDeo in the hope that the All-Iiidia Federatkm would 
sdvealead in the oigaiiixataon of riietr province but they were going back 
msappmnted. l^F were «<ft piepmed f<w such a wesAcness as was implied m the 
nsmtiott. Th|g most orgmiue tnemsrives first. 

iTr. J. Jl. CkoicdAry asid that they had adopted the constitution of the 
All-India liuidlords’ Federation jnst then and one of the object of the Federation 
waa to cooperate even at a sscrifioe with all particB to promote prosperity in the 
eountryside and friendly rdatious between the various communitiea.* How then 
coold they oppose the proposal about negotiations? he asked. The Congress, he 
added, was the grei^t pcAkical party, highly organised. It was the only 
party which could deliver goods and sidve proposiuons to the satisfrctioii of all. 

Shah Matood Ahmad of Beliar made a very vehement speeidi in opposing 
’ the lesolntion. He disclosed that the resolution under discussion had been passed 
in the meeting of the subjects committee by a narrow margin. The appointment 
ef a committee to negotiate for a compromise was a novel procedure which, he 
aseer^, had no present. When there were negotiations between the Congress 
and tbo Muslim League, there was first a talk between Mahatma Gandhi and Mr. 
J hwah. ueithfr of whom had a mandate from the Congress or the Muslim 
Lasgne to negotiate. Therefore the constitutional position would be Uiat some 
individttdbi nii^t initiate^ if they liked some negotiations and if they made any 
piiQgiesi riien the matter obold be brought before the Federation. 

Continubig Shah Mosood Ahmad criticisAi the Congress-Landlords’ negotia- 
ttaa and compromise in Bdiar. He thoi^bt that sometimes confidential 
instmerions were issued by tlie Gm-emmeiit which were contrary to the terms of 
oompromlse... When the Governor gave assent to the Tenancy Legislation of 
Bdiar, the clause whidi was In die interest of zamindars was pending. Was 
that jiwtice? he asked. It was a peealiar procedure of sanctioning only half the 
Bin and withhoMiiHt asaent to the pan wbieb benefited another party. The 
Finsnee Miniater declared in the Council that they had practically finishra the 
mmindari sjatem. Ihe Speaker aseerted that the Congreea Government waa not 
doing anytmng for the xamindars. The condition of the samindars of Bdiar 
was pittame and he appealed to those, who entertsinod sny doubts shout it, to pay 
a vittt to Bdiar end to see the aamiodan’ plight with their own eyes. He did not 
blame die mminder leaders lor the compromise, llicj had entered into it honeatly 
bat he dips^t that they did not understand that the compromise would reduce 
tadhiuE a pitiable condltioii. He advised the other provinces not to negotiate 
with ConipreBs for a settlement It would be a great Uuiider to start negotmtioos. 
In eoodudon he auggested that they dKmld try to get the Goi'emmeut of India 
Aet amended so as to secure larger rnmwentataoii of the samindars in the 
LegMatum and to net die nunwer of the members of the Upper Houses 
IrilM. They diOcddwfai mile it elesr th^ Justice was not done to them they 
woM reeori uTtte sdne nieiliods with whidi the Mmns had thvestened the 
Mddk CkneraaMSA^ I^ account the Britldi Govenmient lad yidded. 

•We shiS iiX ^ protect the mhioritiei m shsli 

iKdrafo Bitifk Baiiily nflied to ft. oitkinM 
^ a wy iitoriiie. H. kad aiioAlinid in toa 

,'In tto Coagrcaitoea wtn .at .Mmaa of 

a tiaaen atain 
Maiilaiin Abm 




«ini 
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ntCKXEDINCe AND BEBCniimdHt 




to him imdBB) and the Fiinw Ifiaittar aasinje that the fanihdtoni ef the 
ttone wmA^ be proper. He enme iiom ulientte and gme advinL vn 
cpnridarri to be end made the Cpitnan aeeep the tanfflofdn’ 

IB' the face U anek fa^ Iw did not think that thep oovtd blaflM toe CSooKm 
wid •earn th em o f grin^baek apon the terme trfeompimiiae. 3!hera wenlTe »ir '■ 
tcnna whitowem to tefapitot toto pnetke after vatdiing the conditioB ef toe 
l^iim and to informed tto eonlm^ that it waa in connectioii with toat mck 
S?* M«^HWrai* waa wing to ^e on April U to confer erfto Baba Bt^endto 
BrumL In ^ tomixy dHtga inimm aocialism and net from tto Otogreaa. Be 
adviM tto landtorda to work with a qiirit of unit*.. »ere were come tto«B in 
the ConneBS with wbich he iHd not agree and that was why he waa iM with 
tto Gu^i gmp. Wl^ tto landlocda bri eatablitoed thrit ctnwg bod*, to work 
ahonld to to draw the CSongreae alao to tto rijtot u^. . 

The nadution waa paiaed b* an overwhtonmg miaorit/ amid apjdaaae. 

It being a vei* late h^ ol the evening three otte. leaolntioDa w«e paaaed 
witoont me^ea. One d tocm, winch waa moved by ]|r.^.dMatMi j’rawet Amn>at‘ 
and aeconded by Bai Bahadnr Bhaguaii Satan Singh ^ prolMted againat the fitpoal^ • 
tion of agricttltund tax in Bihar, the other, moTsd by Bojah qf Boliengedh 
and aujipCKrted by Mr. B, JV. ChakratatU Chaudhari and Mr. J. KHikka Jtoo. wo- 
teated awnat the pxeaent pdiey of Icgialatire interference in akUere connected 
with idigion and the third, mored by Mr. Born Nundan Vkandhari and Bhoh 
Ma$ood Ahmad auggeated that aay meature aflecting tlie rights and intcreata of the 
aemindare ahoald receive lenction of a meior section of the mnindare before they 
became law. The conaideralRm of the resolution t being ovenr the ivresidentj. the 
Mahamjadhiraja qf Darhkanga thanked the delegatea for their €o-oi«rakn m the 
conduct of the ptokeding of the cenleience ao Buccessfnlly. 


The All India Kisan Conference 


AmmI Sewiw -G«yB- 9 th. A lOtla. April 1999 

BKBWTAay’a Bepoxt 

The annual feaaion of the All India Kisan Conference commenced at G^a on 
the OGa Apiit MB uader the preaideDcy of Aaharja Banmira £kn, where neuiy a 
lakh of kiaaiia atfe^^ ^Bando-Mataram” and Urdu song: "My is hi my Inuid 

today*^ were ainig. A vnioiie fcMnre of the conCerence was that sister organi 

were adeonaldy repreaenteX Several wdlknewn teadm of wwking jhm and Riaaa 
organimtioaa nom various parts of the eonitil^ at length on tSfaeir atragike* 

It may be noted that in the real senae k the tom the Xiaui .Babha hcM its 
anwak aesnoo on an AH-India ank in Bilar to-dky to to fiat tun^ LucknM 
acamii and Faiinur gathering were bat and the GomiBii senaon eniM in 

a sidii becanae m to antoeratic aupiemaey of tbe iien*Kiaua^ In Una aesaam Khar» 
of eomae^ aent to laigeat nuator td detoato ai^ Bnmls cMim came Kpom 
Bcond, more than 7U Riiin lepreamtetmO and kitoa imed on btotf olaB 
totmt ovganitaUona. Oriaaa, M apto of bring a ptutly agriculh^ country and 

haviiif a number.^ Xiaan organisariea% was VOT pm6repcewted. 

Pi5, N. O. Manga, Secretary, pieaented jto • “d tl^gh to anntol 
fcpon it waa uatod^ how phcaomenM and wMe awtonnn by takiw ply amapg 
to laton peasantry, whkh m waSSng wiUi ^ Kla aid vigour TTie r^ 
MledabinlVa!ye&wef toKtom morement hi. to pnmneea a nd ^aar r^^t^ 

hol^ to.XimiM anderwcto PVMeatio^Mh^ 7^9mA 


BemSaimntou ll deploiedto growhsg tcM^ of to Oongim 

Mmtkt wlUi to onortnBitiea dtie* 

> tod kat ite tnw pwprothn of ^ m 


I cinif— 


40B 1BE AUi imOIA KlSAN OQNFER£NGE 


Ita FBBBmBimAL Awrbbs 

. In ooane of hit presidentiai address Aeharya Nwmdra fkv said 

*Lcidslmtum is being undertaken to afford some measure of rdieC to the im- 
poveririiM peasantiy bjr the various Govemm^ts in the provinces. The measotes are 
not adequate to mOet the immediate needs of the situation. Much more is possible 
within the framework of the present act and perhaps much more udll be done in 
due eounA of time. But it is regrettable that agrarian reform in all its aspects is 
behig deiaiyed lor no good reason. The process is slow and thoui^ the Oongress 
Govmnments do enjoy the backing of the masses there is in evjaenoe in certaiii 
provhBoes a desire for oomproirise and a feeling of hesitation to go fast for fear of 
Uie vested interests. Thou^ the measures hitherto taken " are only in the nature 
of palliatives and do not foreshadow any radical change in the social basis of the 
landowning classes, yet a hue and cry has been raised by the landed aristocracy as 
if dianges revolntionaiy dimensions were bang incorporated in the statute. The 
economic situation is so desperate that drastic measures are needed to bring real 
relief to the masses. All that the Congress Governments are ddng to-day u only 
to ease a few of the more iniquitous burdens that the peaswt is made .to bear to- 
day, but his condition is miserable and that after a brief respite the remaining bur- 
dms inll again prove irksome and heavy and he will make an insistent and imperative 
demand to oe relieved of them as wdl. It is no doubt true that whatever may 
happen the peasantnr is not again gdng to look up to the land-owning class as 
its natural leader. The politico influence of this class is surely on the wane al- 
thou^di its social bads may not have been wiped out It would be difficult to 
restore it It seems that the storm of opposition that is being raised to-day to the 
.introduction of agrarian reforms is due to the foar for the future and the realisa- 
tion of the fact uat the present measures only mark the beginning of a new era of 
sn^ successive changes in the agrarian organisations as are sure to undermine thdr 
potttkm of eminence and shatter their social basis completely. 

*They are out of their wita but I am sure that if they bad widded political 




devdopment wodc would have succeeded in decdving the masses nor would it have 
been possible to -ke^ the rising tide of peasant militancy under check. The over- 
udidining poverty of the masses was ciamonring lor action, and they would have 
to «xtra Iml remedies if law had not eome to thdr rescue. 

*^Oongreae Government, it is admitted, are labouring under a handicap, for the 
present Act does not afford them sufficient scope for initiating revcautioniuy 
meaanves. But it was certainly expected of them that they would exhaust all the 
posdbiUties of the constitution in order to bring the greatest measures of rdief 
to the msasea. The etiil more disquieting foct of the present situation is that many 
of our ministers look upon tdaan organisations and thdr workers with an eye cu 
Buapldon and distvuat. The word of a Kiaan worker is generally disbdieved. He 
is tal^ to be a wtcaiiger and his visit is sddom wdeome. It is also distressing 
that ciitidam wren ^ Congressmen Is not rdished. Even friendly criticism is 
resented and is sometimes inmssonsbly taken as an index of a hostile attitude. 


*^Goveniiiient» wbkih is ieqrandble fo ihe pecmle, should instead of resenting cri- 
tidam invite it It abmild not wait for taking action till a demand becomes insistent 
and specific action Is threatened to enforce these demands. 1 fervently desire that 
Congress jdinistries be enshnncd in the hearts of our people. 

*qiqgMinistiieB should timrefoie be mom responsible to the demands of the 
meases and listen to thdr grievances thaoucA thdr soeredited representatives with 
and sympathy. The peasaat movemeiit diould not be looked aekanee. If 
dmsee widdi am pointed am nnmedled and gms inequities am redressed, them 


ifl^baidlk be an ocmdon lor peassnto to foive mooune to direct action. Adequate 
meawm^ tefcan lo g^ve protection to tenant^s^agdost village 

iaAmBi$.>:0aA v£Mie Banian. The question of rural indebtednem should be 
damfoUy -and If rural debts eannot be wiped out oompletdy the 

bimfoa^idtldd bale at the same 

^we ^ facilities to 


Simwihit' 




■ MMtedT Idr tha wbOng ol ji^ienltanl 
) .J|m litariiMtfad. Vmt oIoM attvtioii ihoiild 
yHta iadwitiw aad iMMnfw be tekoi for 

k>^:P 4 MnMl«Dt aoiVQrt 'aild : 

icnm volkv iS^ be loBoMd.^ 
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THE PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


m 


“The micBtion is often asked where is the nceii for the Kisan oicanizatioii 
when the pbuKresB mombcrship predominantly consists of peasants and the Ocui« 

• l^;ra^nn itn^ramme of Faizpnr and the Economic Kii^ts resedution 
^Karachi iiu*or|H>ratol of tlic demands of the plants in ito pnttTamiBe. 
7 ^ Mndc answer is that the ^ngress bmiig a multi-cliss organization ti^pesfliliit 
is not aide fully to assert liimsclf in the nation^ omanization. His attitude towards 
other clasi^ is not very free but is constrained aiicT lie dads himself lost in a 
mixed gathering. In onlcr therefore to^aide him to give up, his hesitaiicp and 
to jwsiimc a imw indciHmdent attU^^^ is needisary to give him prdiminarv 
training in an organization of his own class. r j 

“Itesidcs, the Oungress licing an national organization, is not in a position to 
iMvept the liasic dcniaiids of the iHvasants or for -the matter of that my other 
demands unless prc8sc<l lianl by cirenmstancca. The dire i>ovcrty of the Indian 
ma^ has, it is true, from very early days, engaged the attention of the leaders 
of Indian piihlic opinion but they treated it as a political grievance to H 
attributol mainly to the heavy drain on India and not something which was 
inherent in the cvonomic structure of the country and which ooiiUr be removed 
only by revolutionary changes in that structure. The Kisan organisation is 
tlicrcforc necessary to exert revolutionary pressure on the Congress to ^pt 
more and more tlic demands of the iicasants. ‘Such .pressure has been appliM 
to the past with jgooil results and to-day the Congrees is pledged to * * 
lor the interest of the ixmsants. And how can the Congress act otherwise 
it claims to represent the nation and when, as we know, the huge ca]ddted 
of the ])casant8 docs constitute the nation, 'llie Congress, therefore, :if it wants 
to serve the Natidfial interest, must seek to hbolisfar the basis of all colonial and 
fcttdalistic ex]doitntion. 

^As the level attained 1^' the Congress organisation is uneven in different 
provinces and as several committees arc controlled by Zamindcr elements the 
Tcsoliitions of the Congress cannot be implemented and remain in praefice a dead 
letter, lu sucli ]>lacC8 ivwasants will not Toccivc the assistance from the Congress 
Committee to which they nre entitled and their grievances will go unredressed 
for want of ndvoca<*y. ft is exactly in stn^h places that the existence of the Kisan 
Saliha will lie mostly needed -to carry on thdr day to day struggle, f^uce the 
advent of Congress Ministries in eight provinces it iios become a part of uormBl 
acthiticB of the Congress to rei*civc jietftions from the peasants and to hdp them 
in securing redress of their grim'nhccs but even to-day cases are not wanting when 
au individual committee docs not interest itself in the matter for the simpie reason 
tliat it was controlled by Zamiiidars who are not true to the Concress programme 
and who e\*en use their lor frustratinj^ the peasants’ rights and — 

on the organization. Again, we do not know nmether this 
is being evinced to-day by Congress Committees in the day 




claims 

Biiecial interest which 
to day qnestkiM of 


the peasants will be kept up at the present Im’el even after Congress is out 
of power. 

Acharya Narcndra Dev thought “If the necessity for a separate oiganliatioB 
of the peasants is established it is necessary to emphasize the imperative duty 
for the Kisan Sabhas to enter into fnen^y retations with the local Congress 
organizations and to carry on dicir activities in co-operation with them as far 
as iiossiblc. The a8si8taiii*c rendered by the Congress Committee will not only 
he of great value to th'm, e8i>ccially at the present juncture but will also 
ao4*clcnite the progress of making the Coniinrcss Kisan minded. It is a matter 
of cxpcrieiuvi tJiat since the Congress has been placed in power by the support 
of the peasatito and since siiocial rcsponsilnliUcs have de\*elopod upon it for 
looking to the uiteiests of the ixnsants it lias become more and more K^ 
mindod. The process is, however, not yet complete, and it will be some time 
before it is so. But if after importunating their help it is not forthoomiiig 
the Kisan Sabha will have no oivtlon except to move indqsendently in the 
matter. , Them rtiould be h .wever no desire to enter into rivalry with CongreM. 
The doNie to gain predominance over toe Congress should be vite must 

iMerom toet tim two oTganizations are complementary to each omx. Era ie 
■tramrtlMiijad by the raiiport of the other. We^eie bound to mate vdeepne 
toirtrtee « ere do wA conetimtly tee|> to view the comrleiiwtOT of 

tU teo (KgM^nUouh The IBLtten 8*bhaB e» mtimerty. to he muted to 
•*o*to the eNnomk richte of die Memate ud to co^ct iteir dn tojUg e cwim le 
dnitelea. Bat the ftmn which the Mauat lefin oamte te 

achienac couidite iidt(P«*nce caimot enjoy peIttW 




BaieriiBg to oOiar dMoaltte la tiwir naf llw pcaiidtat nerattad tkat la 
aattoia iMirto of tho eonotqr lAm tha bvlk of flte ludowncn mm not of 
too MM ntodon M ^ »*■* w Moaoata Siaoa otRonkotom lu4 annmod n 
wwmmiimI toaraotoir. Snelt oiRaaiaanna had ooma into asiatmoo ddefly baemaa 
too Oangnao oiCMdaotiano of toe prorinoe vraaaly naj^wtod too intaiaata of tha 
panaanta. lha oommiuud dinanaMy pnamiag at pnaent made even wHipeiation 
batman toe two partiaa aometiaaao impoarihleb to any nothing of toa nmiiae af 
toe tm omaniairtinna. Ihoocto tha agmian awaament might have taoeiaad impatne 
fttnn ^ fart in aadi laidoni yat it aonld not -ha eonaiderad aa Y healthy 
moaaatent fam the aiear imit of toa n a ti onal atnod** ^ waaant morament 
naald net afbid to be anlit w on aommnnid liiieo. Mnltfplidty of paaaant 
aammllitoiana wonid alao add to tha oonfnaion. Iha piaoent nndtion ooald be 


diwil , yl fcy exhibition ^ mifer or impeliiMe but the worfamr eho^d try 
to wlo tfi eonfidenoe and eopoort of the fenaaiiti by seltai hard worlt and the 
noie they Identified. tfiemaelW with tha j e aam t maaaea the nune thoy would 
aaooead In the tadk But to aitietfe thla end diey ahoold alao t» to eiaate adree 
ol woiltare h^ooidhfi aaM rdlihMia commniiity. Workeri ahonld alao 

UW to nefiolhMB BMim wilht liadaia of the eomnuuial naaaant otganlaatiooaa 
’EnaiOlMigiaaa Iw aEonld'. ahei ite namw outlook a 9 id> lEnroto ita attention to 
nawMni. woik in tha nrovlooea. 

'itoibeeing he n^^ than ma^phanomanal nmheniog in the . eoniiiy. 
rtdaand:they aouidnu a hiee hMM it only toay know how to laaha toa bm 
nao at amonanitioa. Ina awthee a ahom nmve poUtlcal adncntiom lha tahtton. 
toin tim^mnld anhtiat h i W aaa n tiw Eiaan flah hn and toa Congaeaa tooidd be 
n an ton aa m aa d niwn tbalt minda. Tha naaaaaity and aigniflaanaa of the naaaant 
moaanaaantk the nla of the pa aa a n t iy in tim Ahti.fan|wiiaBat atnwfla and the 
nha of tha Onqim ahontd 6a titom an ttokb the iroifceia abmm be anliirt* 
tenad- The aa g a wintion ahmddna ali}^x aamraiied am oontidUadL SMrt 
dioe^tina ahanld be maintotnad ha toa tanla. C^niaatioaal enanrton ahonld 
bnaaeonpaniad by atopa to, aawaaa p ama t fnnatieniag and dfadriina. Baaoifnl 
a hanrtar ol tim aaofanMnt tooidd he imim a a^ and paaaant pamMie of aaaay 
naotoaen ahonld ba «nrefall^ ahatoad and atotabla liteaatan pradwad in Indian 
fin^nagea te tin Idndogkal TMning of tito mihaaa. 

BafaRing to too a an to o wny toat eantnd tmiHl the gnoation of toa oflkfad 
anaUam of toe paaaant oaganiaaitin, Aabamfi aaid md mmm oontendad toat ae tin 
OangNoa ocginiaBtiatt nna pn amlantly n/Qaan omniwtian tin flag ahonld be 
toamg^ tin Khnn Sahlin. The potoiep ol tha fiahuto mit tha Bad Hag being 
ton flag of too onploitei ami too . aye^ of ofaM atodmito of too p a n a nt a/nto tin 
mtom itahonld hatitodflUatflM of tho oagaaiaatioo. Both dgna toat ikmpm 
tootodnetiMthonn totimotiMrM; It waaavltid toattar toto iv ton tetna of 
tin naaaant anaaenani nnd toe natSS&lilnntiiBn awaannot and eonld Bjrt be tnatad 
Bgbte. tiawo toa ln palai i Ba a toitioH jfrti. hafi^tim maaaaa^to ^timoantn of 
toPtoLl- alHa anti to ento pHitola aB toa maid «nr owed map dapt ol gsatitade 
totito BedlnM The Bad FESTton alia iiapae t ad baea naa it ma tin flag to the 
nitoeiladandM dennii—Wani Jtalto btoaan intoamtiomti totoitoar and me 


I tin gnoallon to tin oflkfad 
•omo ooDteodod Ihot oe fiio 
aiiatiott tin flag ahonld be 


ia tint toe Bad Hag being 
to of too paaaaate into tin 


to tin Bed 


tinlovtobol of: 




• tinit tiny 
and if tint be Ml 
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. nhe Iat«rn^il deterionting and tlie wodd b ndUag 

taMeu •etute. The mtem of ooHeotiTe. Meoiity Jim eoBnbMy 

Iwidmi down. FJedgee an beuig violated. Tlie WMallm denoendea of 'Vi^irtein 


Nad Ctarmuy in eatingnifr m g ^ freedoae of amell ind^dmt atatea.. lie woiid 
ie ytmng tiuongh a moral oBns «id tha^ioomhnt aeema to be ripe when In& 
ehooM maaouely wptin hwaeU foe the Inal atngtde. The tine hm oome when 
we ilioald take^the initiative in our own Imnde ana initiate a naticai*wide etrojude 
to geln our national obieetive. We have to far been sitting on the fence await^ 
the intiodiiction of the Federal Scheiae which the Cdngfees ia pledged to oppose. 
But this attitude of mind hdps a policy of drift* dangerous for a fitting oigani* 
satkm. Woi thmfore, welcome the decision of the Congress at Tripnri which puts an 
end to this' policy of drift and calls upon all parts of the Ccmgiess organiMtions, 
Congress Governments and the pecmle generally to prepare thd country m a nation- 
wide struggle. This momentous decision of the Congress was* however, taken in 
an atmosphere surcharged with personal bitterness and animosity and other inatim 
mudi less oonseqiientiid seemed to dominate the scene to the* moment whidk ul- 
timately succeeded in over-shsdowing the one central dechdon of Tripuri. 

Resolatiena— Second Bay -Gaya —lOfh. April IfSg 

The fcdlowing resolutions were adopted at the second day’s sitting of the 
Conference 

Natioval Demand 

*The past year has witnessed a phenomenal awakening and growth of organisa- 
tional strength of the Kisans of India. Not only have they taken a mudi greater 
part than ever before in the general democratic movement m the country* but 

they have also awakened to a consciousness of their i^ltion as a class desperatdy 
trying to exist in the face o£ rutliloss feudal'-cum-imperialist exploitation. iWr 
class organisations hare therefore multipUed and their struggle against this 

explmtation has risen to higher levels ns. is witnessed by the numerous partisl 
struggles throughout the c^iutry. This awakening, and the expenenee ot this 
struggle has brought a new poiit'cal conscMMisnesa to thorn. They have realised 
the nature of the forces they arc figiitiiig against and the true remedies of their 
poverty and exploitation. Iheir vision is no longer limited by their natural 
isolataoDs and location. Tlicy have realised that im|.ierinliBin which lives to and 
thrives on their exploitation m many visihle and invisible forms must go and that 

it must go prlnciimlliy by their ac’uon taken in alliance with other anti-imperia- 

Kst forces in the country. Tliey have also realised that partly as a bang over from 
the Icinisl past of the country and partly due to the dieliberate attem|^B of 
impcruiiism there is a native system of exploitation which has enslaved and 
imltovorisheil them and which too must ga They have therefore oome to the 
eoncUision. that the logical end of their day to day struggle must be a mi^ty 
attack on the removid of imrieniilism itself anfl an agrarian revedntion which wiU 
give them laud, remove all intermediary expioiters between them and the State 
and free them loom the bunleii of debt and secure to them the full enjoyment 
ot the fruits of their labour. 

Keukf to Peabantey 

“Secondly, the vwst year has Ihjcii a year of small reliefs to the poisantry 
secured to them from the* Provimdal iJovernments. The crying inadequacy of these 
reliefs, the great obstacles creatctl by the vested interests toat have to be encoun- 
tered ill Bciniriug them, the patent iiit^t>acity of l*roviiicial Autonomy to solve 
ally of the Imsic agrariiln pnildoms have fully exposed the hollowness of Provin- 
cial Autonomy ami liavc streiigllicncsl the conviction of the fbat ™ 

present slave constitution must go and be rci>lm*c*l by one that is fiwmed by the 
people themsclvcB. Tim Sabha thus is proud to declare that to-dav the aetenuipa- 
tion of the Kisans of India to free tliemselrcs from the femlal-ciim-imperialiBt 
cxploitatioii ami their prepiiretlncss to do so arc greater than ev^ before. 

“'rhe Hiibha is glad to note that there arc ojlier powerful toeee and fac^ 
Jti the (^ntry and outside tluit arc nv. MlIy leading, not only Urn peomts but 
the Indian }ieoidc as a whole towanls these and similar ^ds. First of all to 

groot rise in the imwcr and inlliieiicc of the Indian National Gonmii^ tba 
btggmt political organisatioii of tlie Indian i>wle, the 1^^®^ j? 

larg^y dni|||i from the power of the Kisans of the country. The OcmgieM jiaB 
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deolaxttd at its last sesskm in unequWoeal terms that its organisations and the country 
generally must immediately begin preparations for launching a nation-wide 
stn^le for the establiahment of an independent democratic ^ state. The Babha 
whiliTpiedging its fullest support in this struggle^ and in the preparation fat it 
hopes that the Congress executive or the forthcoming meeting of the A. L 0. 0. 
■heP tain steps ;to give eShot to that declaration and take the contemplated 
reparation in hand. The 8abba feds that particular ^orts should be made to 
build up that united front between the Congress and the Kisan Sabha whic^ 
has been the aim of the Bahha in order that the forces of national disunity 
whidi at bottom are the expreesion of upper claes interest do not impair the 
essential unity of the entire Indian people nghting against imperialism that must 
be expressed m action through the Congress. 

Nbbd for Organisation 

"The organisation of 'the industrial workers, the powerful allies of the Kisans 
and thdr struggle have* reached higher levd that ever before. vUnity in the Trade 
Union movement has been achieved and the political conBciouaness of the workers 
has grown. The Sabha wishes that closer links between the workers and peasant 
organisationa and movements should be foiled and directs the A. I. E. C. to 
take the necessary steps for it. 

*'One-third of the Indian masses have hitherto slnmbered in the enforced 
backwardness of the native States. Recent months have witnessed an extraordinary 
awakening among riiem due to the impact of the democratic movement in the 
country and latterly of the peasant movement, and the awakening among the Kisans. 
The struggle of the States’ people is also largely a struggle of the Kisans not 
only for the civil or poiiticiu nghts and libert.es but also for economic emanci- 
pation. There is in additition to all these a general awakening in the country and 
youths, students, women and others are all. on the move of organising, struggling, 
thdr fiuieB set in the common diretion, i. e. independent democratic .Swaraj. 

*A11 this is Imppening in the midst of a ^ave world crisis. The world hovers 
on the brink of a cdamitous holocaust. British Imperialism, shaken to its root, 
^lly gripped by this crisis is, one the one hand, steadily carrying on war prepara- 
tions in India and taking war measures such .a% army recruitment act, the recent 
attack on Provincial Autonomy to ensure greater control for the centre in war 
emergencies and on the other, trying to consolidate by small concessioDs some 
of the forces that arraign against it. At the same time it has reiterated its deter- 
mination to impose on me country the univcreally condemned Federation. It con- 
tmnes to hdp and abate ^e reactionary and disruptive feudal and communal forces. 

"In view therdore of rids international and national situation the Sabha affirms 
that the time has come when the united forces of the country embraces the Con- 
gress, the States peoples, peasants and workers of the organisations and the people 
generally should take a forward step and laundi an attack on the slave constitution 
on the imperialist domination itself for complete national independence and a demo- 
cratic State of the Indian people leading ultimately to the realisalion of a Kisan* 

Mawlnftr Boj. 


Prograhms of Action 

"The Bahha therefoTe calls its constituent units to take in hand the following 
programme oi actioa—d) Popularisation of necessity of the coming nation-wide 
ehp^tgle and d fighting unoompiomisingly again t Federation. 

' (2) Intenrification and integration ot the political struggles of the peasants. 

0) Estahliriiing of united front between the Gongrem, the A. I. E. S. the A. 
L T. iJ. G. and other anti-imperialistic brganisations. 

(4) IiieistinR upon ac^tance and implementing by the Provincial Qovemments 
of the inunediate deauuijbi of the Eisan Sabha and implementing of the election 
madlesto by ^ Coognas Ministry. 

^ lifiiiidarion of forces of eommunal disruption through common struggle 
of Sio maires lor llieir economic and political demands and through fitting for 
acrapnloas oboerviiicif of mlaorily r^ts. # 

(fil OrEanWiCii of a atioog Kisaa Volonteer Corps. 

md adave hdo to the State’s people. 

Sabha that dl the driegates at this' session ahwd report on 

jmSiUtM lo Ihaif oonMiftdeDte m iSix retam. It further colls upon the 
Eisan Sohhaa and the Siaan workers sll over the country to populsrise tbis 
xesolation thnpogh inaeHnes and leaflets and other methods of propagsada* 
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Benoai. Mihutst 

“Olte Tftxtj wbid^ form the Coalition Government of Bengal, before the g«n«*l 
Section, promise to the people that if they were in power iSter the dection they 
would adopt measaxes for the amelioration of the condition of peasants of the 
province and remove the disabilities .caused by the then existing repressive laws. 
But since they assumed power, they have done little to fulfil those promises. 

(2) It is true that they have amei^l the Tenancy laws and thereby done 
some good to some tenants but that is Isr bdow the mark and hardly touches the 
poorest classes of tenanto and Bhag-Ghasis, or Bargadars who needed relief most 

(3) In regard to the insistent demands of the peasants and the Kisan ^ha 
for Muction of rent the Government have appointed a Land Revenue Commission 
to investi|^te the land problems. This has been looked upon as a dodge to shelve 
the question for a considerable time while popular demand is that an interim re« 
port should be published by the Commission without delay. 

(4) So far as agricultural indebtedness is concemea what little measure has 
been adopted by the Government is of such a nature that it can be taken advan- 
tage of by non -agricultural classes rather than give rriief to the agricultural debtos 
who need relief most. 

(5) Besides, so far as mass movement and particularly the Kisan movement 
of the province are concerned, the attitude of the Government of Bengal has been 
one ol constant hostility and this is proved by the repressive measures driiberately 
taken in connection with peasant agitation in Barisal, Burdwan, 24-Parganas, 

and other distric ts where Kisan workers have been gagged and the 


Kisans Lave been subjected to various ways of torture su(^ as assault, arrest, 
imprisonment, confiscation of Kisans* properties, valued several times the acturi 
dues claimed by the Government in the name of realising their dues. 

(6) In view of the above facts this Sabba condemns the action and the 
attitude of the Government of Bengal and demands full justice to the peasants of the 
province at least to the extent of redeeming their election pledges. 

Bihar Ministry 


'^Whereas the Congress election manifesto, the agrarian programme of the Faizpur 
Congress and the demands made on their basis by the Kisans, Kisan Babhas and 
some Congress Committees entered into an agreement with the reactions^ 
zemindars, the allies of British Imperialism and the opponents of the Congress in 
which not only the interest of tlic Kisans was not kept in view but which has 
proved detrimental to the prestige of the Congress and has shaken the confidence 
of the Kisans in it and, 

**Wherea8 their agrarian legislation passed in accordance with the ConmBs- 
zamindar agreement is noi only inadequate and unpro^rcssivc but has failed 
to give tiiie much-needed reliefs to them and made them sufier daily new difficulties 
and tortures have allowed their crops and grain rot in the fields and the threshing 
floors and to crown cases have been started against them and, 

‘‘Whereas a dangerous weapon has been given to the Zemindars in the shape 
of facility to distrain the crops of the Kisans by mrans of a tenancy law and 

“Whereas the law, which the Congress ministry has passed with a view to 
solve the most vexed problems of the Kisans, viz, the restoration of Bakast lands, 
has not only proved to be incapable of solving the problem but has made them 
suffer at the nands of the zemindar on account of the passive attitude of the 
Ministry and made them helpJess in protecting their lands, and ^ . 

“Whereas on one side the zemindars are depriving the Kisans of their lands, 
on the other hand the Kisans and Kisan workers are being implicated m criminal 
cases BO much so that men of the standing of Pt. Jadunandan Bhaima, Rev. 
Rahul Bankritain and Pt. Ramnandan Misra have been accused of theft under 
section 379 I. P. C. and , ^ j * 

, “Whereas repressive policy is being pursued by the Ministry m order to cruw 
power of resistance among the Kisans and whereas the Ministry has misoRbly 
failed to relieve the Kisans of their heavy and crushing burden of dihto and 
whereas the itemindars have observed iie terms of their agreement with the 
Congress Ministry. ... . 

“The Rabha demands from the Congress authorities in 
Zemindar agreement be put an end to at once, that the 
peered to put a stop to the high-handedness and tyranny of 
w Congress Ministry «1 m^ii take immediate steps to solve tzi 


Briisr that the Congress 
Congress Ministry be 
the Zemindars ana ’^t 
le Bakast problems and 
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CIMMdly to imidement Idle termi of (be OoagnM cieetioa wtnifwto hiA ft» 
i^ptoiaii iHOgnunaw of tho EUspni OongxoH. 

Asuooltokii. Labour 

"lUo fiUdift hw dWKft noogniied Out ARricnltund Uboom aid 
wotinM iie •& intagnd sectioia of the cmm of Kisane aod that there oaii be 
no leu nrogiesa of Kisane and reitenerailou of oar rural life until and unlesa the 
(aige body of agricultural lidioareni is assured oi seeuiity of employment, minimum 
varaA humane and respectable conditions of life and freeoom from all vestiges of 
leudal serfdom of bondage* 

'*Ims Bahha is keenly consdous of the fact that every year more and more 
toded Kisans are becoming landless and both they and the tenants are driven 
qoirn into the ranks of amcultural labourers by relentless process of the increasing 
unpiohtability of agricmtura crushing burdens of taxation etc. and the^ore it is 
in the interests of the whole Kiaan class itself that the real labourers shall he 
raised to as hi^ a ierri as possible. Therefore this Babha calls upon aU Kisaa 
ftabbss to strive weir best to achieve immediately among other things at least the 
fbllowiim (i) Complete cancellation of their debts, (ii) Reservation of all un* 
oocuined but cultivable lands for their co-operative exploitation by agrieultursl 
workers, (iii) The establishment of Agricultural wages Boards conristing of represen- 
tatives ^ pSasaots and agricultural labourers to nx minimum wages and other 
conditions of work, (iv) Extension of the Workmen’s Compensation Act to them, 
fv) A national policy of housing and protected drinking water supply for them, 
fvi) Penalisation of every kind of illegal exactions, feudal serfdom, fotved labour, 
(vli) Repeal of the Criminal Tribes Act and (either repeal or amendment oQ 
thdee proviuons of the 1. P. C. which are fro|iiently and arbitrarily invoksa 
against foem by the police. 

**Where separate Agricultural Labour Unions have come into existence it is 
the duty of the P. K. O.’s to try to establish friendly contacts with them and 
to bring about settlement of any disputes ii any, that may brmk out between 
peasants and agricultural workers. 

**This Babha exhorts both Kisans and agricultural labonrers to realise the great 
and growing need for their united front as against all the powerful vested interests 
which have been crushing them both for ages past and also for their fighting 
Moulder to shoulder against both their class enemies and their ally, the Sritu£ 
Imperialism in order to wrest complete freedom from them. 

Cbimikal TBimiB Act 


'The Criminal Tribes Act of the Government of India is in the opinion of 
the Babha a thoroughly inhuman measure which is unworthy of any civilised 
Government and should be immediately repealed by all Provincial Governments 
whidi arc now under their sway. ^ 

**This has been applied against many kisan leaders and workers of Noakhall 
and Tippera districts of Bengal by the Government of that province who seem to 
have considered it a novel and effective means of euppressing the ipowing peasantry 
movement. Those of the workers who have been brought under the C. T. Act in 
those two ditricts are :-(Tipnera) 1., Krishna Bundar Bhotrroic (in Jwl) 2. 
Khetranath Bharma, 3. Jagdish Chandra Das, 4. Suresh Chandra Das, &. Khalilrar 
Rahman, 6. Aradaiillah, 7. Keaz AU Bepari (aged a*>), 3. Kamani Mohan, , Abid 
Ally 10. Kabi Ahmed, 11. Mofiziir Rahman 12. Azizur Rahman 13. Yusnf Ah and 
14. WTendra ^lowmic and (Noakhali). 1. Mokhlesur Rahman in jaU Nur Islam, 
3. Alidollah, 4. Dula Mian, 5. Bnltan Ahmad, 6. All Hussain, 7 Kali Kumar 
(aged about 75) 8. Ali Asam Choiidhiiry and 9. Enayat Ullah (aged 80 in jail), 

‘*What is worse is that notices under this Act were served on some of these 
workm while they ^ere in Jaii as poUtu*al prisoners curiousiy arrested, ne Aet 
was withdrawn from Bycd Ahmed Khan of Noakhali after ne was rieefed to the 
Assemtdy and long after the membera of all the groiiiis in the Assembly inbism 
on the rmovsl of the ban. The Babha therefore strongly condemns the action of the 
Government of Btogid in using the Act for Uie suimression of the Kisan movement 
and dem v»da this sem^td of the ban and the repeal of the Act. 

V POUTICAL PRI8OHEB0 

**This Brite. iMitt with regret that inspite of the united demand of the pso^e 
and of the representi^ws organisations of Uie country, politicals in many of w 
nrovinoes. pmtieiilaxty in Besgal acd in the Punjab, have not yet been xriemeo. 
There has bm no eerrprisde outrage hi Ben^ ^ ana in & nnjah and no 
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ii4wn ww> «i it afte tbs (rf tbe detenun and tome convicted 


Zj ■Sr C V . g ^i?*T “ terrMiam as a political 

iMraneat ia deaA Tm pnaent ntuatlon theiefote warrants tbe rdeaae ol all 
convicted of so^ed terrorUtie acta. The work of the Ad^ai^ 
QnmittM appoint^ by t^ togal Gevemnient had been unsalis&ustory and 
ffla^and, n such, the S^a disapprovM of the meaauKS of the Bengal Gwem- 
ment Tie Sal^ also notes t^ large nnm|er» of kisan workers and la^ includ- 
ug wortowlM wereeng^mngi^T wsrk among the masses have been 




nkMed in spite of dei^d of we people* 

*t« Sabha t^refon u^es M ^e proTincial Governments to give effect to tbe 
of tlie people by reteasing all the political prisoners prosecuted for terroristic 
offences or for work among the masses without any delay whatsoever. 

^ “This Sabha no^ with t^p regret that inspite of its strict adherence in all its 
activities to all peaceful inetho^, charges of violence have been levelled against its 
workers and its constituent bodies from Ume to time. While the Sabha emphasises 
again the need of strict adherence to peaceful methods, it points as an earnest of its 
policy it has followed to the numerous instances of peasant struggles in Bihar and 
elsewnere in which despite grave persecution including assaults on women as at 
Ghitauli in Bihar and Kalipattam in Andhra, the peasant fighters have maintained 
not only a peaceful atmosphere but also strict discipline. Cases are not unknown 
Buch as in a recent case m Darbhanga in Bihar, in which responsible peasant 
workers falsely charged with violence have been acquitted honourably by competent 
^urts. The Sabha leels strongly that this propaganda based on misinforiuation is 
motivated by the vested interests whose foundations have been shaken up by the 
present movement. The Sabha regrets that it is not realised that sinh baseless 
chm^ result only in the weakening of the unity of tbe Indian people in tbeir fight 
against oppression. The Sabha therefore appeals to all who are working to desist 
from such propaganda and co-operate with it in developing the strugg^ of 35 per 
cent of the people of India into a mighty and disciplined force that is bound to be 
strongest factor in the victory of the Indian people over exploitation and slavery. 

Abolition of Zemindari System 


**The Sabha reiterates the resolution, passed at its Coniilla session that the 
Zamindari system winch has proved to be such an economic waste and which has 
brought about the ruin of millions of peasants must be abolished without paying 
any compensation to the Zemindais and other intermediate landlords. 

*^116 Sabha is glad to note tliat the opinion that the land belongs to the 
cultivator and the Zemindar is only a collector of rent is increasingly gaining ground. 
Tbe Madras Zemindari Enquiry Committee has declared the Kisahs’ proprietory 
right over tlie land, forests, irrigation sources and village commons and the Premier 
of Madras has admitted that the Zemindar was a public servant who could be dis- 
missed without paying any compensation. In Bengal, the land revenue commission 
has been appointed to inquire, among other things, the question of land proprietor- 
ship. By aboliBhing ^salami’ and the right of pre-cmjitioii, tlie Bengal Government 
has already restricted the proprietory right of the Zemindars and the logk'al con- 
clusion of Uieir course, even from the legal standpoint, is tlie ultimate denial of the 
Zemindar’s proprietorship. The Sabha places on record its appreciation of the work 
of the Andhra Ryots Association and Bengal Kisan Sabha which prepared and 
submitted memoranda to the Prakasam’s Committee and Floud Commission resiiective- 
ly. It was also on the initiative of the B. P. K. S.., tliat a conference of remewntatiyes 
of all progressive political organisations of Bengal including theKnshak Prajabamiu, 
B. P. T. U. a and B. P. 0. S. P. and some prominent Congress men adopted a 
resolution of abolition of Zemindari system witnout comiiensaiion. 

•I'he Babha is pleased to note that the Kisan workers in rcsiwnse to the resolution 
ot the Comilla session carried on intensive propaganda during the last year for 
popularisation of the demand for abolition of Zemindari without (^mpensation to 
tbe landlords. The Sabha therefore asks all the provincial and Iwal committ^ to 
S>ncentrate theii activities on further intensifying the movement for the aMition ^ 
^en^^deri system and restoring full rights in land to the actual cultivatora of the seal* 


The Bengal Provincial Political Conferaice 

36th. SetmMh--J«Ipaigiiri--4th. & Sih. Febrnanr 1939 

* TBB WSLCOliB Addbbsb 

The thirtrrixth eession of the Bengal Providal FOlideal Conferaiee was hdd' at 
Jalpaiguri on uie 4Bi. Fehnuury 1980, under the presidency of Bj. Sarai Chandra 
Boie. BJ. Cham Chandra Sanyal in the course of his wdoome address said • 
The inteoduction of Provincial Autonomv was responsible for the sudden 
and excessive growth of oommunalism which brought in its wake a pavediial 
ouUook and provincial jealousies. In analysing the various causes which mndeied 
the welding of the different peoples inhabiting the great sab-continent hftto a 
homogeneous whole, Mr. Banyal recounted the recent happenings in the Provinces 
administered by the Congress and non-Congress' Ministries. He said that **the 
party squabbles in the Central Provinces, firing by TOlice on labourers in Bombay, 
application of the much condemned relations in Madras to suppress the anti- 
Hindi agitation, threats on the lire of the Premier of Bind and the spread of 
communal differences in the Punjab and Bengal bespoke of ruffled tempers and 
indicated a disturbed atmosphere which were not all conducive to the growth of 
India as a nation which had been the asniration and goal of the people.** 
^The scramble for the sweets of office, the unduly self-assertive and selfish attitude 
of the Imidloids and businessmen which were giving rise to labour agitation and 
Kisan movements could not but weaken a much divided people,’* he continued. 
Mr. Banyal welcomed the re-election of Mr. Bubhas Chandra Bose at this 
critical juncture and hoped that under his guidance the Congress would be able 
to tackle many of them and ensure smooth and hariqonious working of the Congress 
programme. Turning to the situation that obtained in Bengal, Mr. Biuiyal 
regretted that politiciu differences and discussions were weakening the organisa- 
tion and leading many a valued worker astray. He appealed to all to diseard 
the partisan spirit which engendered differences and disputes and work in unison 
for the attainment of the common goal. 

The Presideittial Address 

In the course of his presidential address, 6j. Sarat Chandra Bose stressed on 
some of the salient points as, greater unity in Congress camp, uncompromising 
opposition to Federation, intensification of the struggle for "Puma Bwaraj*’, reorien- 
tation of Congress foreign policy, immediate redistribution of provinces on linguistic 
basis, release of all political prisoners in Bengal and communal unity. He depre- 
cated narrow provincialism and appealed to the people to think in terms of the 
Indian nation. The Federation of Inaia was the supreme ideal for which every 
Indian should strive, but the Federation which the British Government was trying 
to foist upon India was only a -mockery of Federation. It had been devised by 
British imperialists for the perpetuation of the slavery of India. It was, therefore, 
the duty of the nation to opixise its inauguration tooth and nail. 

Thanking the delegates and members of the deception Committee for the honour 
they have done him by electing him President of the Conferenee, 6j. Bose thought 
thft at the present stage of the national struggle, India should make a declaraton 
of ttsr 'fundamental demands before the world^ presumably on the line of America*! 
Declaration of Independence. In this connection, he pleaded for the reorientation of 
the ConnesB forei^ policy and advised keeping closer touch with the institutions and 
people who stood for the liberation of humanity. **We should let those people and 
nations, who are sympathetic with our national ideals and aspirations, know how we 
could mutually help each other.” 

Sj, Bose spoke at a considerable lengb on the proposed Federation. He said 
India stood te complete Independence. She wanted Federation, a federation of all 
componeoi mdependmit Indian states and provinces and not a federation of the type 
whi<m the Britiw if&iinjalists were trying to impose upon her. In this connection 
he ntered to the leem declaration of the Viceroy and said that the Federation was 
sure to be impoied imott the nation very soon, unless there was an organised attempt 
on the pert of the trhdie nation to thwart its inaugnratiem. In this snpreme hour 
of the. national eri4s, the Congress, the mouthpiece of the whole nation, should smk 
its intemal d^fovences and present a united front to the imperialistic and zesetionary 



m. '3»] 


the fbesidenhal address 




nniniitik* 


C^m^Mihad Irieoted fadanljehew in tlie mnt 

in her pwjent polibcd nation she would be aUe to take full advantage 
oppo^mty. .0^ clash brtwem the to^itarian atotea and the so^lleOemo^ 
aea. to explain^, was a dash between t^ld imporialism and the new. Ito fori^ 
wuM to oust the latte from the Mdlna grab it, for themselves. Ihere^ 
neithw the formm nor the latte could come to the hdp of India asauch:^ 
would have to her own destiny. For fliia she would have to depend {im 
her own atrength w^ miunly came from h« own teeming millions, fromihw worlnn 
peairaU, agncultunats and Idtourm The Congress should, therefore place in the 
forefront of its programme, the education of the masses in Congieas iiwiny y 
a. view to bringing ,tbm, in line with , our struggle for emancipation. ProSsedine. 
S). Bose declared bis bdief in the inevitability ot industrialisation of Indie wM«h 
was not inconsistent with the spirit of the times. India offered an extensive 
scope for industrialisation, like the United States ef America and Soviet Russia on 
account of her variety and wealth of natural resources. There had a great 
advance in industrialisation during the last twenty years. There was, however, an 
evil element in this unplanned progress, which it would not be possible for the 
opponents of industrialisation to control. Thus, for absence of a plan, the industries 
ot the country were dependent for their progress on individual enterprise and were 
tending more and more to be controlled by a particular set of capitalists. If this 
tendency, for which the conservatism of the ci^utalistB as a class was responsible, 
were to v^ersist unchecked, it would be an evil thin^ for the country. The only remedy 
to this evil, in the opinion of the 8])caker, was the State introduction and control 
of industry. A grave re8i)on6ibility in this regard lay on the Central and Provin- 
cial (Governments in the country. 

Proceeding, B}. Bose emphatically dadared that to-day there was no dispute in 
the Congress aliout the policy. The differences of opinion that existed were about 
the Congress programme and were unim|>ortant. This, in the speaker’s opinion, was only 
natural, for so long as we had not achieved frccdoom there could be no scope for 
differences. Congress would have to present a united front for a considerable 
time to come, otherwise our efforts for freedom might even be frustrated 
'altogether. Turning to the individual problems of Bengal, Bj. Bo9e referred to the 
lecessity of her mai’ching in co-operation with other provinces. Borne there were, 
ne said, who thought that no unity between Bengal and the rest of India could 
be possible before the superiority and leadership of Bengal were acknowledged. 
The speaker hoped that in the interests of national unity, the more extreme 
provincial demands should be withdrawn. In his opinion one such demand was 
Uie use of tlm Bengali language as the national language of India. This was an 
idle dream for it should be rcidised that inspite of local variations, ^ Hindi was the 
common language of the whole of Northern India. To displace this language ^ tmd 
introduce l^ngali in its place, the speaker held, was not a practicable^ proposition. 
Another consideration was tliat no language could be adopted as a political Iwgnage 
by reason of its literary wealth. The currency of a language was due to social and 
political reasons. If, therefore, Bengali was not adoptecT as the nat^al language ot 
I ndia, it was no reason for shame or resentment in Bengal. Bj. Bose warmly support 
the demand for the inclusion in Bengal of all Bengali -speaking areas now include- 
in the provinces of Bihar and Assam and declared that the CJongross ^ould acUvely 
supiHirt this demand. There could be no true fcileration without this being done. 
He also said t^t all Ac provinces should be distribu^ on a linguistic bum 
Bihar, for example, should be separated from Chota Nagpur and should be joined 
with the Hindi-s))eaking jxirtion of Central rroviiices. 



Congress regarding recruitment to Goyeinment services m 
He also men tionod* that u’C in Bengal ivould follow the whey {? 

the Central ProTinces with r^wd to recruitment of “ 

these provinces. Turning to the complex internal problems of 

ted Bamo of the more important ones, which were i — (1) removal of the poverty os the 
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Bengidi •griealtniiit and libounr* (3) parovidon of a living for tha ^Bhadnkk’ 

(S) unity among tha Hindoa and HniUma, j(4) s|»faad of i^maij adneaikm^ 
(Q ImjiiiDTamant of mnd avaaa, bxlnfi^ aU the ehuNwa in Bengu to the tana 
kvil of adnoatton and aoonoiido aolvancy and (7) ndetie of pdUneal ptiMnarip 
Them ware intdoala pxoblam^ ha amd. and could ba taken up for aolution only 
when tha Govammant oi tha province was in tha handi of thoaa having tha will 
and tim capacity' to tackle them. Unfortnnr ' -^y lor Bang^, her governanaa was 
now in* the nanda of people who did not believe ui any radical reform of her aoc^ 
and economic conditiona and who, by their aotividea, had bean blocking her path to 
prograaa. In tha coorae of a aurvay of tha work the Bengal miniatry during the 
paat two yeara, 8|. Boaa aaid that there waa only one item to thrir credit even 
according to thmn. Thia waa the amended Tenancy Act, the benefita of whi^ to 
the wiculturiata ware, from the firat, queationed by the Gongreaa Party and the 
worlong ii whirii had fully jnatified thrir doubta. On the aide of debit, Sj. Bose 
referreu to the Miniatry’a oppoaition to meaaurea prqnMed by their antagoniata at 
the Benmd legialature, ipich included, among others, the fixing of a minimum 
price for jute, &b purdiaae of the rights <d landholders, mtroduction of extensive 
free mecucal rditf, free primary educatton and prohibition. Not only that, they 
had also helped and aaaiated the oapitaluita and foreignera in all poaaible ways, aa 
waa proved by thrir support of the Oaloutta Electric Sufmly Corporation and the 
promulgation or the Jute Ordinance for the convenience of Jute Mill owners. 

But the gravest chatge against the ministry, said 8j. Bose, waa that th^ 
had been trying to keep alive the spirit of oommunalism in the province by au 
means and me^ods. Ibey were trying to create communal differences where such 
differences did not exist. Only a few days ^o, a bill for the amendment of the 
Calcutta Municipal Act had been publi^M, which aimed at introducing a 
communal electorate in the Calcutta Corporation. Hie speaker declared that if 
the framers of the Bill persisted in their attempts to carry it out in practice, they 
wonld fai^ unsiirmoun table opposition from all true Bengalis— Hindus and 
Mudims alike. They might have that iniquitous measure passed in the l^slature 
on account of thdr numerical superiority ther^ but it was bound to bo strenuously 
opposed by all reasonable men. 

This was not all. Even within their own community they favoured the 
higher classes and within the higher classes, a particular coterie. This characteristic 
was becoming more and more evident in Uie matter of appointments to services. 
When during last August a motion of no-confidence against the Ministry was 
mov^ in the Assembly, a member mentions certain names which had amazed 
everybody by reason of the frequency with which tiie names of relations of a 
certain Minister cropped up Sj. Bose requested the delei^tes to go through the 
statement issued by the Public Services Uommission in this connection. 


Turning next to the agitation for the release of political prisoners, 8j. Bose 
said that when the ministry had taken control after the inauguration of Provincial 
Autonomy, it was expected that the detenus and political prisoners would be 
rdeas^, W they paid no attention to it. When the Gonness took up the 
movement for their release they had a difficult dtuation to face. The repression 
daring the period between 1930 and 1932 had so depressed the public that they 
were even ^xaid to mention the political prisoners, not speak of trying to secure 
their release. It took time to remove this feeling of depression, but the agitation 
gained full strength sinee April, 1937. Oongressmen did not, and could not admit 
of my difference between detenus and convicted political prisoners. It was from 
the Eviction t^t it was morally wrong to keep them id detention after the 
active campakn for freedom nad been euspended that Mahatma Gandhi came to 
Bm^ to comr with the Bengal Ministry regarding their release. As a result, 
the ddtrane had been, roleam. But MahatmaU’e advice regarding the release of 
convietedpiisonm had not been fully accepted and nearly 150 worlm were still 
in iSL ae widhed the oomradee behind the prieon bar to know that ihe Oangress 
wonld anaie no jains to aecure their release. Tliie wae the reason that induced two 


would apase no fains to aecure their teleaae. Thia waa the reason induoea two 
Gongieea memm of the Awembly to work on the official Advisory Oommittee in 
oon&tioa wift Um poBtleel prisoners’ problem. Thooidt some would say that 
tndi iNurricipa^ wis M principle, the speaker had igreed to be on the 
CkMumittee in the ttOught that the rdeaee of theee comrades wae a task in which 


CkMumittee in the tbd the rdeaee of theee comrades wae a task in which 

it waa the duty of oMi^ Jhngi^ to hdp. 

Beteriim to the of attempts to adve the manifold probtome 

hiring BeeiA Si* Bole sneoeii of theae attend wee 
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fpm ft wctory, but ito effects wete not fil^ to b lasting. A MnSto^S* 

l^noem^ potioymd programme could not do red ^ to the e^taiTM 

hi»i^ 4^ a ^ &■ 

gravMt jMue m BenRal. Communalists were busy preaching Oiat Beogal Hindus 
wcwld never be able to concede to the Muslims their rights. It wasup to the 
HinduB to mve the he to this propaganda. Am unfortunately, differenoes with 
Muslima had been created in the province, it was up to the Hindus to make a 
little saerifiim and remove the cause of misundeistanding. The result of refusal to 
do this would not be good even from the view-pmnt of communal Hindu interests. 

Discussing the reasons of communal differences. 6). Bose referred to the small 
percentage of Muslims in Government services and the poverty and indebtedness 
of the agriculturists who formed a major part of the Muslim community In the 
province and observ'ed that these had undoubtedly contributed to the misunder- 
Btanding with the Hindus. Our clear duty was to meet the reasonable economic 
demands of the Muslims as soon as possible. It was from this idea that the 
speaker, in his capacity as a leader of the Congress party in the Assembly, had 
pK^30^ a Conference of reprcscntalives of all communities to settle the communal 
ratio in services. This proposition had been garbled and it was being said by some 
that the Ooogms Party had accepted the proposal for giving 60 per cent of the 
services to Muriims. This was not true. What b}. Bose had actually said was 
that*ihe Congress Party was in favour of recruitment by open competition through 
the agency of the rablic Service Commission, but suggested that out of we 
Bucceasful candidates a fixed percentage of candidates of Hindu, Muslim and other 
communities was to be appointed. 

It was true, however. 8}. Bose admitted that the Congrma part^ advocated the 
appointment of a larger number of qualified Muslim candidates in Government 
service. To object to this would be foolish oommunaUsm. The Bengali middle class 
could not live solely on services. This was as true of Hindus as of Muslims, the 
problem of securing a living being equally difiicult for both. It would not be fair 
to fiivonr Hindus at the expense of Muslims. In the long run, both would lie com- 
pelled to seek other occupations to earn a living. Referring to the oppr^sions of 
the landlords and *Msliajans’. Sj. Bose said that in the event of a class strife deve- 
loping in Bengal, the Congress would side with the needy and the oppi-essed. He 
briieved that if the economic demands were met, the so-called cultural grounds of 
difference would hardly matter. Concluding, Bj. Bose appealed to the youth of the 
province to forget all narrow sectarianism and small interests and to devriop a wide 
outlook t^t would hdp the cause of freedom. 

Eeoolntioiia- Second Day-Jalpolgurl-fith. Febmary 1989 
The National .Demand 

The second day’s proceedings of the Conference was resumed on the next 
day. the 5tt. Fehraary. A lesoTution condoling the deaths of Kemal Ataturk, 
MouUoft Bftttkat AB, Dt. Bit Bn^ndra NaA ^ 

BJ. Himangditt Bow, Bj. Nirm*l Dae, Mr. miaanabw. I^kh Zamraddm 
and other political workers who died during the last year and thow w^ died m 
the Andamans and other detention camps was moved from the Chair. The resolu- 

A*wSttloB*wwSf*iw eaqiectod to be rtaoed bdore to 
Oonoew on bebalf of to fiengd Owerew wwjaovrf by 8j- 
ckaVahorfs and won supported by Banktm M^hern. Tto 
based on the resolution denning the national demands made at the Maldah Confe- 
wnoe. The xesolntioii on the National Demand runs 

**Thls Conferenoe leoonmends to the TVipuri session of the Indian Nationsi 

wden Mid. DniinK to fiat few decftdeft, Oui pnnei|le wu qpftoa to 


ia Bedim werid. 
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vtsri or whole in the different eountries of Uio world, but Indie has been eseluded 
ffom Ae sj^ere of its operation. 

‘To toe year 1919 and eubeequent thereto on the plea of this principle of 
adf-determination the maps of Europe and Asia were re-made and new frontiers 
were damarcated. India with her hoary dvilisation, her distinctive culture, 
tradition, ^'story and her fundamental unity was pre-eminently a fit case for the 
of this principle* 

The people of India now fed that they have been denied this too long, 
Thw must demand thdr birthright forthwith. The Government of India Act, 
I9ra, which was enacted by the British Parliament, is a negation of this principle. 
It. not only does not provioe for the transference of power to the Indian people, 
but is also designed and calculated to strengthen the hold of British Imperialism 
on India. 

*'As such it was rejected by the Indian National Congress at its Lucknow 
session in April, 1938. Since then, various developments are taking place. The 
provincial i>art of the said constitution was Inaugurated on April 1, 1937 and 
demands are now being made on the aide of the British Government to impose 
the Federal part of it. The Congress repeatedly declared in the most clear and 
unequivocal terms its attitude of qnoompromising opposition to the Federal Scheme. 

**We have reached a st^ in our history when it is not enough merely to 
declare our rejection of the Government of India Act, 1935. It is time for the 
Indian people to demand in the most unmistakable manner a constitution of 
thdr own making. 

To this end the Congrm calls upon the British Government to concede 
the principle self-determination to India and rec^nlse in its entirety the 
oonsritution based! on seif-determination which the Congress will submit in 
acooidanee with the popular will. This constitution shall be embodied in a treaty 
between India and Great Britain which will define the future relations before 


the. twa countries. The treaty will be drawn up by representatives of the Congress 
and the British Government and shall be ratified by the Congress on the one side 
and the British Parliament on the other. In the event, however, of negotiations 
between representatives of the* Congress and British Government breaking down, 
the Congress will be free to take such measures as it considers desirable with 
a view to maldag India’s demand for self-determination irresistible. 

‘‘A period of six months shoidd be fixed within which the British Govern- 
ment would be expected to dve a cat^orical reply to India’s national demand. 
In the event of the reply oeii^ unsatisfactdry and inadequate, or no reply being 
xeedved at all, the Congress will take such steps or resort to such sanction as it 
considers necessary in oraer to enforce the national demand. In the meantime, 
during this period of six months, all Congress organisations in the country will 
be caned upon to take necessary steps in Parliamentary and extra-Parliamentary 
spheres for preparing the Indian people for the coming struggle.” 

Bj. Narendra Narayan Ckaktaharty in moving the resolution said that when 
the Independenoe resolution was adopted by the Congress seven years ago, it 
opened a new cbwter in the country’s struggle lor freedom. The coining 
struggle regarding Fedenidon was rang to be another turning point. The recent 
Congress Presidential election showra the trend of public opinion in the country. 
There would be, he stressed, no eompromise on this question. 

Miss Leela in seconding the resblntion, said that when England and 
her dliis waged the last War, it was said that they were fighting for sdf-determi- 
naiicm. Indians took them at their words and hdpeii them as much as possible, 
but they all knew what rewards Indians got for all they did. 

Continuing she said that mere negative programme would not carry them far ; 
what was wanted was a positive plan of action which would make England accept 
India’s desaands. What would be their plan of action would be decided at the 
Tripuri OoDgnss and in order that they might cany their struggle to a successful 
issuer a plan of action they must prepare from now. 

Mr. Mohiuddin Khan of Ruigpur in supporting the resolutioD stressed 
the need tot oimasdmdmk throunh^t the oountry iu order to win in the coming 
stmsigde. 1^. Sankim said that It was au ultimatum to the 

Bridtti Govemmeut to »aet thdr demands. They must create such a sanction 
beUdd these demandb would make it impossibk lor the British Government 
to refuse. ThM muet aB get ready lor the coming fight and when the cell 
eamcL men ana wamcn lloet all aet xesdy io iduage Into it^ irnespeetive of sll 
condflgations^ psKSonal or cteum The zeeolntion was passed unanimously. 
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PriMner. moved « rwohition condemnintc the 
j*o^o BengelSovemment in not agredog to 
of Hautma GanAU' and Sj^SnUiaa (%andra Boae and. not unccmaltionaUT rdeaabui 
. ^ pdtticid pnaoneta. The Maolntfoa aaked the people to cara mT 
aTon(»<^ dte coun^ and the memlfe -rf the Aaaemb^in the oo^“ 

id nota«ee,.i&teliIurt S 

steong preBMW inade. the Irol^te atnd witation throughout the oountry 
ddnanding the ceeiipiatton oi the Mimatry. The laaolution- nS jm i rii — 
aaaoeiaiuma in the country to coHiperate with the Frovinciid P.«npi.,yf p»i^3Sr ;° 
this matt^. The reaolution waa aeconded by Sm. Bemaprofa Matumdar uO. 
iuppoEted by Bj. Somnath Lahtn,. The resoliitioa was pasi^ unanimouBly, 


ZsinNDARS TO GO 

Dr. Charu Ch. Saner jee moyer h resohition calling upon all progreasive aa- 
BOeiationB to- co-operate with diatrict* sub-diviBional and primai-y Congreaii Committees 
in placing before the Land Bevenue CommiBBion the needs, grievanceB and demands 
of the peaBatits of Bengal in an adequate manner. Dr. Baneriee moved the 
following resolution on the Land Berenne Gomiflaion 

“With a view to present in proper form the demands and grievances of the 
oppressed and imix)verished peasanto of Bengal before the Land Revenue Com- 
nuBsioD, this Conference ealls upon sU progiesske organisationa in. the Province to 
co-operate with District^ Sub-divisional and Primary Congress Committees in laun- 
ching upon a countrywide campaign. 

“In order to relieve the peasants and remove their grieivaDces this Conference 
also urges abolition of Permanent Settlement and idl &mmdaTi sterns in the 
Provinco after having paid reasonable compensations to parties concerned.** 

Mr. Haahem Alt Beg supported the resolution whicn was carried unouimoualy. 

Jute Ordinance 

Dr. Sihnath Banerjee moved a resolution condemning the policy oi the Ben^I 
Government in not fixing the price of jute snd passing the Jute Ordinance wherdiy 
twenty thousand people lost job and tliree lakhs suffered loss in income. 

ihe resolution oemandd that tiiose who had suffered the Jute Ordinance 
should be compensated and also demanded that the price of jute be fixed at Bs. 10 
per maund ana arrangement for sale be made on eo-operative basis. The resolutioD 
expressed the opinion that the 40 hours week arrauacment would mean more 
unemployment for workers. Mr Abdul Malek socondea the resolution whi<h was 
pasM unanimously. 

Excluded Areas 


Bi. Brojendra Bose Choudkury moved a resolution urging that excluded and 
backward areni in Darjeeling, Hill Chittagong and Mymensingh districts be brought 
under the same system of Government ns was obtained under the reformed constitution 
in Bengal. The resolution, seconded by Mangal Singh Lama,, Pratiman Singh 
Lama and Janbir Sabkota, was passed unanimously. 

Assam Cabinet 

Si. ChiUaranjan Das moved a resolution cmgrotulating toe Cone^ ^ition 
Government in Assam which was formed frustrating tlie Hookcnhull-Baadulla cons- 
piracy* It congratulated the Assam Cabinet on their releasing all political prisoners 
m the Province and on their accepting a salary oi Rs. 500 each. o.,-™ 

The resolntion requested the Confess Mimsti^ to implement Ae 
in the OongroBB dection manilesto and to fulfil aa to m P«»”M e to e d^^ ^ 
the fieople <A Sylhet and Oachar as 

tton O^nuttee. The resolution further requested the Aewm towtr^to 

JChan addressing the Conference, expressed the opinion that 
If the p^SSS Muslims to Cougrws oi|^BaUons were 

riven they would be accepting the harmful principle which they had 

been oppoelog* 


# 1HElBKail.f9K)VIN(SALOONffi»EaiOE t 'AlfiJSins- 

ifir. C« (aVMtffit, €he AngHo-Indiia Oo&scbm leader^ dressed in Shaddnr Aer^ 
mnia iddssssing tte fsthering, said 4hst the AngJo-IndMiii nommonto was now 
Mng ooQWtf tel its intexest lay wte lliepfomss of Mother &d» rater 
tew with tet of fittgland. He asM lor toleration the alowness of the propess 
oiihe OoQgresB asovamant ooKmg te Aneto-Indioii community and odieved 
tet W not toter hnti hy lo-morsoir tey would be in te fire! line of ddenee in 
aani^iaidinK Inwa iateiest by becomu« texonh and file of te Coogresa. 

Bj. Subhab Bosk’s SpisBca 

Bastvapati Suhhas Chandra 3om, addxessmg the Ooaleienee, said tet it had 
been aery auocesaful ium eveqr point of view. He drew the attention of the 
dtesSee to te reaolatioa on Teaeration and, national demand adopted at te 
Oooleieiiee^ which, he teufdit, was most important 

Ha remarked that had te Oonferenoe passed only this resolution and nothing 
dse^ he would still eay tet they had duly uiaeharged thdr duties. 

**We want Swaraj for every community and creed'* addod Sj. Bose. He em- 
idiasised te need of unity in te fij^t for freedom. He surveyed te political 
situatioD in India with rmerence to te International Affairs. To-day, he said, *'Im- 
perialism understands that it is on its last legcu If not to-day, in the near future, 
It will oollapee.’* Beferring to Intemationid Anairs, Sj. Bose said that the Britisli 
prestige and glory tet they heard of so much in the past were to be found no 
more. 'It goes iheggin8:”, he said, **to Berlin and Borne, to Hitler and Mussolini, for 
sedving her problem. We must seise opportunities and rise to a united body 
to cliim Independence,” Continuing, the Congress President said that India was 
not prepared to-day to accept fordgn domination because she hod come to realise 
her strength, both individually and collectively. 

British Government could not say that India was being ruled to-day according 
to thdr dictates, whereas Congress coiud say that Congress had achieved that amount 
of strength which was equal to any ruling power. Every European felt to-day that 
Congress in the near future would rule over India. If we demand our rights cun 
they in any way stop us ?” he asked. 

Beferring to the political awakening tet had come to the people in Uie Indian 
Btatea 8j. Bcie said that te flame of unrest noticeable in the States to-day would 
spread to the remotest parts of India and would spread also the world over. He 
could realise te growing influence and strength of the Congress even in the States. 

Bj. Bubhas Bose expressed jubilation and said tliat for the first time in the 
history of the Congress, the members of the Anglo-Indian community arc interesting 
themselves io the Congress movement enrolling themselves as Congress members. 
The British imperialism in India rested on unstinted sup])ort it received from the 
communities like those of the Anglo-Indians, the Gurkhas, the Punjabis and of the 
Bikhs. The last community was no longer regarded safe for the maintenance of tlie 
British imperialism in Induu The enthusiasm and interest shown by the Nepalese 
in attending te Jalpaiguri Conference both as delegates and volunteers showed that 
te Nepalese were no longer to be lulled into ignoring India's demand. Similar 
was te growing attitude of the Ai^lo-lndian community. 

He was told that the British Government was going to recruit 40,000 Gurkhas 
in the army. This, he was told, was because the British Government could no 
longer pin their faith in certaui sections of the Punjabis who were as restive as any 
othir eommunity for upholding the national prestige. If these communilies were not 
anxkms t^end their support to the British imperialism its end could not be in far 
di8tance.^m Bose critically analysis both te international and the national situation 
and sMd that even Britisher in India was well aware tet the days of the British 
imperlMism in luma were numbm:ed and te country was moving rapidly to the 
ponpresB fold and te Congress administratioD was nothing if it was not an admi- 
aittatei of te people and by te pemde’s reprosentatives. Their resolution em- 
bodying te natkmal demand and te federation unmistakably showed what they 
wanted and how th» wmited to move in order to realise what the resolution expec- 
ted to aehieve. S}. Bose hoped tet every Congress worker would preiNure himsdt or 
iMwipfil according to tiie Ideal set by te Conirress. 

Alter the adoption oTte residotioas moved from te Chair retarding te 
peymeat ol 4uotft to te Bi^ K C. CL, urging te Congressmen to learn Hindustliani 
and the necessity lor eliaiM^ the rules regarding the Provincial Conference and te 
wiHidiMMl of hia on te Opfiniuiiil party te Conterence coadudel 
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The Gh amber of Princes 

Annual Seation — ^New Delhi — 13th. & 14th. March 1939 

The annual session of the Chamber of Princes met at New Delhi on the ISfh. 
M^ffeh 1989 under the presidentship of Hia Excellency the Viceroy, In the bot^ of 
Ihe hall sat Their Highnesses, members of the Chamber, with their gorgeous flow- 
ing turbans, while behind them were the Heir- Apparent. Above the galleries, sat 
Pnme Ministers and other officials of States. 

Over fifty Ruling Princes and Chiefs were present Their Ministers and other 
ofikiials were accommodated in a special gallery, while the visitors’ galleries 
wm packed. ^ 

VIeeroy'a Opening Address 

Opening the session, His Excelency said : ’^Your Highnesses I am very glad 
to wdcome you again to-day and to say how great a pleasure it is to me to have 
this opportunity of seeing you and of presiding over your deliberations. 

Since we last met, the Chamber has to mourn the loss of many distinguished 
Rulers— His Highness the Maharaja of Alwar, His Highness the Raja of Sawant- 
wadi, His Highness the Maharaja of Dewas (Senior), His Highnesi the Maharaja 
of Patiala, His Highness the Maharaja of Kisliengarh, His J^ighness the Maharaia 
of Baroda, all of them members of the Chamber, the Maharaja of Sonepur, the Raja 
of Gangpnr, the ex-Uaja of Mudhol and the cx-Thnkore Saheb of Dhrol. I am 
sure Uiat it will be the wish of all Your Uiglinosses that we should itiocc on re- 
cord our deep sympathy with*the families of tlie Rulers whoso names I have men- 
tioned, and uiat wc Should w'iah all ba]mincs8 and prost^erity to their successors. 

*^1 might perhaps mention among those who are no longer with us the names 
of two lances in particular— Ills Highness the late Maharaja of Patiala, who had 
for some ten years achieved the distinction of being made a Lieutenant General and 
an A. D. C. to His Imperial Majesty the King-Emneror ; and His Highness the 
late Maharaja Gaekwar of Baroda. Although his Uignness the Gackwar had of late 
years been prevented, by the decline in his health, from taking an active part in the 
proceedings of this Chamber, or from S|icnding as long a time as he could have 
wished in his most important State, he had, as Your Uighncsses are all aware, en- 
deared himself to bis peo])le by his close attention to their interests, and he had 
had the insight, in those circumstanoes, to select a wise and able Dewair, and to 
repose full coiifiden<*e in him. 

^Since the last meeting of the Chamber, the Raja of Jawar has been vested 
with Ruling powers on the termination of his minority, and I have had the pleasure 
of recognising the snc(*eBsion8 of His Hkhneis the Maharaja of Alwar. His High- 
ness the Maharaja of Dewas (Senior branrn), His Highness the Rnja of Bnwantwi^i, 
the Thakore Saheb of Dhrol. the Raja of Mudliol, His Highness the Maharaja of 
Baroda. and riic Maliaraja of Soiici)ur. I am sure it will be your wish that I should 
welcome all of them who are present to the Chamber to-day. 

*^J)ewaii Bahadur Pandit Dharam Narain, Mr. Musahib Ala (Udaipur State) 
and Sir R. R. Bhanmukham Ohetty. were among the representatives of India at the 
meetings of the League of Nations held in ]9;17 and rcsixKdively. Their rcjKirts 
will be presented at this session of the Chamber by His Highness the Chancellor. 

’’In the international crisis whtcli weighed so heavily on us all in the aiitumn 
of last year, the most geueimis offers to place the resources of their States and 
their own services at the disjKisul of Uis Imperial Majesty the King Emperor were 
leorived from veiy many States. 'Hiosc generous offers constitute yet another proof, 
if such were neocled, of the loyalty and devotion of the Princely Order to His Tin- 
perial'^Majcsty the King Emficror : and I take this omiortuiuty to express my own 
most worm appreciation to the Princes in general of those offers, whii‘n were, I ciiii 
assure them, most deeply appreciated. 

“Wficn I last had the honour of addressing Your Highnesses, I referred io 
Um steps wliidi I had taken to assist individual Rulers in reaching a dei'ision in 
regard to a most important matter— their accc^ssion to tlic Federation of India. It 
has taken longer than I could have ho{)ed to clear the ground and to examine the 
numerous points, points of varying importance, raised by individual Rulers in one 
connection or anoUicr with the Federal offer. But that work is now completed. 
The points advanced for consideration by the Rulers of the .Indian States have, 
without exception, been examined, and the Federal offer, framed in the light of a 
close and objective examination of those points, has now been drawn up and 
oommunieatd to the States. I do not propose to-dj^ to enlarge on this most 
important question. I will only say that the interests of Yoitr Uighucsscs and 
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the I^cdy as a whole and the representationa which have reached me. 

have rM‘Ci\ed the fullest and most sympathetic (H)usi(leration. I am content now to 

! «•«* I *dd only that the d ” 1 . 1 ^ Xeh hw 
-r**^?** *5 Bupieme imiwrtnnoe to Your Uighuesses, to your dynwtic*. 

find that 1 irol confident that it will be approached widi a fuU aonao 
(A the heavy obligation which reata upon you in thia matter. 

*e preparation of the 


lue iH)uree or your examination or it, I will say no more to-day tlian this— that 
mat scheme, to the devising and the acceptance of which members of Your 
Highnes^s order present here to-day ^ contributed in so material a degree, represents 
the result of a close and careful examination of this must imiiortant nuestion by 
the bwt talent of India and of Great Britain. While in the nature of ttiia, it may 
have flaws and imperfections Oi its own, no one has yet succeeded in devising a 
more satisfactory method of dealing with the problems which have confronted Your 
Highnesses than the scheme of lederation embodied in the Act of 1935. 


Administrative Problems 


“I am not ignorant that in recent times the Rulers of Indian Ptates have 
been passing through, in many cases, a period of stress and didicnlty. Far bo 
it from me to deny that there have been many cases in wliicli Htutes have been 
subjected to attacks wnich were entirely unjustified, attacks in which one has been 
unable to trace any scni]>nloii8 regard for strict accuracy, or any real desire to 
promote the welfare of the State or of its people. But making all allowance for 
the fact that attacks of that nature have irequently been made, it is, I am sure, 
as ydain to Your Ilighncsscs as it is to me. <that it is more than ever essential in 
the present conilitions and in this changing world in which we live that the 
aruthoritics of the Indian States should, without exception, make it their enustant 
care to watch for and to rcmerly any legitimate grievances that may exist in tlie 
administrative fiehl. Your Hij^hnesses will agree with me that it is, equally, as 
clearly in the interests of all Kuiers as it is their plain and mnnlfeBi duty, to 
ensure by their own close personal interest in the atrairs of their State, in the 
w^ork of their onTicials. and in the daily life of their subjciits, that those subjects 
have cause for eontent. that they are not allowed to Buffer nudue exactions cither on 
behalf of the State itself or at the call of unwortliy officials, and that all genuine 
grievances receive prompt and active consideration. ^It goes without saying that an 
effective machinery hy which the authorities of the States can satisfy themBclves 
that all 8uc*h comi.hiints can readily reach the ears of tlie J.)iirbar is an essential 
necessity in the ])rescnt conditions ; and 'lour Highnesses will all agree with me that 
it is equally essential that the yieoples of the States should feel assured that their 
wants, their difficulties and tJieir repiesentatioj|8 will receive the fullest attention and 
the fullest sympathy, whatever may be the motives or the causes midcrlyiiig criticisms 
of, or attacks on, tfie Imlian States, the vulncrabiliu of lUirbars will obviously be 
increased if any legitimate grievan<*e8 are left wnreaTessed for’agitation to exploit. 

“It is not to be exyiected even if every care is taken in those respects that the 
voice of criticism will be stilled. No Government in the world can, in these days <rf 
ever incTc:\siiig publicity, of ever increasing public interest in Uie cwduct of admi- 
nistration and in the disposal of the public revenues, hope for uus. But the imiwr- 
tnnee of stating your cases will not liave cBt^ai>ed the attention of lOur ilighnesses, 
and there caft lie no more cfftvtive method of di6}iosin|j of unjustified criticism of 
the adininiritration of a State than publicity dosigiicd to set cut the true ' facts. 
M’horn are many States which publish ailmirublc aduiinistratiou rcjjorts, ^Htmg out 
in detail the true condition of atlaivs in Uie State, Cor all to sw. riiose States, in 
which this practice has not yet been adoptcil. >yould, 1 suggest, do well to consider 
the advisability of following the example of their neighbours in this matter. 

Reforms in Static 


•‘Yo^ir Ili^'lineHsoa will have Mcn the dwlarations rwoutij "“de in 
on behalf of His Jkliijcsty's Government, dcelaraUons which I 
in mihlii; utleranccs, in ro;fard to conBiituUonal **‘“"6®* I" 

liuliiin States. 'Hioac statemonts will have made clear the attitude, in thi ® 

lli-s M:ij(wty*» Govornmo.it, which is, 1 may repeat, that, toston «« »o 
tit.tiiion lM»t Huited to the neefU of his ixsople and his ^“*® ” u: ' thig rnm^ 
himself to take, and that no pressure will he brought to bear on him in ttu lespec 
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After H. E. 


mOCEEDINGS AND RESOLUTIONB 
Resolution on Reorganization 
Viceroy^ had Broken, ffia Highness the Chancellor, The Jam 



away troin this Uiiambcr and this has naturally detracted from ita 
inilKirtaiioo and utility. It is no use re-examining the reasons for this tendency 
of awnortioning blame for It '1 he fact, however, could not be denied and ft 
cnllcd for tlie best cin>rt8 of all Rulers and friends of the States to assist in 
bringing all catogorics of States together on the joint plank of this Chamber” 
Ilia Highness aaitl that only four States liad raised doubts or differences regard- 
ing the seheme ainl these doubts, he was confident, were due to genuine misunder- 
standings. The detailed eoinmunicatioiis which he had sent them would he was 
sure, help to clear tlic position. ' 

Seconding the resolution, the /?aja of Bilaspur said that the Chamber, as it 
stood to-day. was purely an advisory botly and their recommendations were of a 
purely advisory chanuder. The reorganisation scheme would oi^erate only for four 
years, whereafter its suitability would be reviewed. It was important to secure 
unity anion^ the rrincos and he requested the Viceroy to accept the scheme and 
put it into luimeiliatc oixiration. 

His Highness the Haja of Mandt\ Bu)>)K>rting the resolution, affirmed that, 
speaking ns one bclonginj|: to the category of smaller States, he considered it as un- 
founded and based on misunderstandings the a])prrhen8ionB of certain quarter that 
the present protHMals would affct^t the sovereignty of some of the States. 

The Maharaja of Tripura w'clconied the representation given by the reorgani- 
sation Bcliemc to the Eastern Btates and ext>ressra the hope that these propoM^s 
would ciuihle the Princely drder to attain that unity which was essential to it. 

An aniendmeiit^ eiubodying an agreed settlement of the grouping of the six 
States of Jind, Nabha. Kapurthala. Khairnur. Benares and Idar, was moved by Uis 
Highness the Maharaja of Patiala, His Highness explained that apart from the fact 
that relatively s|)eAking. the number of scats at present allotted to the Punjab States 
did not ensure for them. lK>th in the regional group and collectively, thdr due 
representation on the Standing Committee on visngcil in the new scheme, the amend- 
ment sought merely to implement the decision arrived at the informal conference 
held in Bombay in November. Ilis Highness aihlcd that he did not seek to modify 
the reorgnnisatiou proposals which had his wholehearted approval, constituting as 
they did a supreme effort on the part of the mcml>crs of the Princely Order to 
evolve an equitable formula. The resolution and the amendment were put to the 
House and unanimously mloptcd. , • u, . . 

His Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner moved a vote of hearty th^ks to 
the Chancellor for his splendid and untiring work for the Chamber/ In his seal, 
remarked His Highness w’ilh humour, the Ohaiicellor had summoned thm to mtet 
at all sorts of places and in nil climates and bad kept them at work till unspM- 
able hours. The Chamber would, he sidd, gratefully acknowledge the Chancellor’s 
labours. His Excelleucy then adjournoi the meeting. 

Seeood Day— New Delhi— 4th. Meieh 1989 
Hm PrinoM fih.mW held « short sitting this morning end then sdjonmed 
tine die. Uis ExodlencT the Viceroy presided. o v j . 

„ H. H. the Chnncdlor snbmittod the reports ot Dci^. Bshadur ItoAt Dl^ 
Ns»in ud Sir R. K. HmnmuWuiin regsrdmg their work m wpr^Utww 

of In&a at the meetings of the League of Nations at Geneva m 1^7 wd IW, 
•nd B^d that he wished to place on record the 
work of these two gentlemen. On the motion of the Chancwlor, i he 
yarding mail lo&ery rules was adopted. As a result of the_ leorganisatkMi 
!$^Bie adonted bv the Chamber yesterday, there wai 
dlor and Standing Committee^ 

Gbakckxor Ea^PLAiNS Princeb’ Attitu»; 

Imrortant husineM ;v^d>(jore 

Vioe»nr, thanking Bit BxceUency for 


no dieetipn this year of a 
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THE CHAMBER OF IftINGEB 


[raw noox— 


and replying to the ipeeeh wU«h His Ezodleney made 


azptesa our gcatitiide for the wateonw which 
~ * aald Hie 


' ddibtrAtkMus 
TetterdAj. 

*W« 'dfliiM At oatMt to ^ _ - 

-jjHi Jiim *kii^y atonded to Mid Hia Hig^aat "and to thank Yovr 
SSmllanoy lor liio eoarteay with whidi yoa hare liatanad to ua and praaUied dm 
our dHibjKiitioiiB.* 

Eanrrinn to the oflhra made fay the Prineea during the Beptember erlala to 

te tlle leaocifoaa el their Statea and tneir own aenrioea at the diapoaal of Hia 
by. the Ghaneallar aaid, ^‘Theae offera were made in no oonventional or 
baiiaiDUig aidilt They meant to ua the fulfilment of onr obligationa to the Orown, 
wfam are onr aacred heritage and which we, on our part are determined to 
maintain.’* *Yonr EieeUenoy,** continued the Chancellor, ’’made a reference to the 
xeviaed draft of «the hiatniment of Aeceaeion and to the eezed queation of Federation 
aa enihodied ln Bie Goremment of ln<ha Act of lfi33. Yonr iBxcdleney woold not 
expeet within a month or ao of the jreeeipt by ua of the reviaed d»ft of the 
Inatmment of Aoceaaion and the oonnecM papere, with all the intricate, legal 
and other queationa involved, any definite indication of our viewa fit thia atai^ 
Moreover, aa expected, the Btatea have been allowed a period of aix moniha wimm 
whieb to dve didr r^liea and the final ficciaion dn Ifaia matter mnit^ aa Your 
Exodieney naa aaid, roat with the individual Rulers concemed. We can, Aowever, 
aaaare Your Jfatoellency that we fully appreciate the importMce of onr verdict in 
thia matter to ouraolvea, to onr dynaatica and to India and ais aiguwaehing it 
with a Iiill aenae of the xeaponaibility which tmta upon na. 

’’In the examination of thk queatton at thia last stage Of negotiationa, it ia 
onr du^, Your Exedleney will doubtleaa appreciate, to apiAy oumvea cbgMui- 
eienately to the queatton aa to how far, under the ronaed Draft of the Inatmment 
'and the <9k>vemment of India Act of lfi35 and any farther amendmenta to that 
Act, mth tile effect^ in actual working, of the aafmiaraa for tihe protection of the 
lugituoBate righta of the States embodim therein, it will he poeaible lor na and 
our aiiooaaiiota» ia the Mat changing cbonmatanoea d the countiw, effectinily to 
diaehiitte our mple obligation io the Choun. to onr States ami to Induiu 

'’Tforeovec; we have to examine ca»ttlly snd to ensure that the power of the 
ftiate to devekm their natnral reiouroes remains unaifeoted, jaid that the 
implioatioaa of the oehame leave ua auSkdent margin to haiaaee onr bnda^ and 
to paodde funds ler tire growing and Im^mate oon of improvementa m, and 
ngahig ihe atandaid cdTonr odminiatiatiOQa and m developing beneficent activities, 
nmeafter we tiiaH not hesitate to e x p r ess freely and franMy what we map 
decide. Your Exedleney has lefemd to the need of certaio adminiatrative Reforms 
in tire Btataa. We fully endene tin view that Improvementa in the adminiatmtiona 
ef Btatea ahonld emanate fnwa tiie Ruleis coneernod wherever thqy may be needed. 
Wb leoommeod this course not as a political ex|iediency bat at a aaoied duty 
jualtnc on na aa Rdera. We have more than once mven aympatimtic oonaideiBtion 
to tire variona aepeda of thia qnaalion and recognise that onr greatest asaet ia the 
haapiaeaa and coateahment of our peoplaa and tiiat no poaaibla dfort towards 
tins end should be spared by ns in enauruig toe progrese paa prosperity of our 
kyat and dovoled adfajecta. There is a dmr diaUnction, however, bdween matten 
rdatlng to improvement in administration and the qneetion of Oonetitotional 
Reforms in die States. We daim that the dedabn with regard* to tiie form 
Slid extent of Oonetitotional Reforms in the Statea muat rest aoldy with the 
liravidnal Rnkra cooeemed. 

*1116 Indian Fdnees are not averse to progress in their States with due 
regard to laoal eonditiona and reaoareea, and the record of development of the 
ben e fi ce n t aetivl^ in tiidr Steles ia the beet proof of their boaa • We 
deny, tmwnwvlheffite Many uar^j^ontside tod to na or to ooeice 
na tt the matte M Conatitiitiond BeforsM within onr Stetea. Sudi ahort-Mihtid 
hni nilaM^the inw M evolution in the Statm ^Uiteb tiia 
te Rnlm and Ihdr aaldeeta and enala an 
_ jw of tins eoanlnr; 
on toatt conoeniad. Wo hmu " 
ia Mtenaut en bdidf el 
y,.paklniiir 

ao meatim ha hmilfat fo 1 
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V !?* gratotttl for the Msonnce in Tour Excdlencv’a addma 

whnA will genenmy wdcom^ by the States, that ‘the Pacaaiotmt Power 

*" ^ fulfilment of its treaty 

^ 2lS»^ JSSS"****® ?L whU* sta^ fiw 

i„“s’^^"* the Gfown not to implement itililedge. 

« .*^e ue Ex^jenoy, wo realise, shMiwi to sone^ the importanoe, at tlie Oresent 
Jnnot^ Of proteetoM the ^ name * the wb^ PrihcSy Ordir. It fc^r 
1*^ ^ *e'^ * etatw of aflUrs in which criticism may find no 

jnstifiaUe giorad for eensu^ to we realise that our nsefnlness to our snl^ 
** Emiure is ArMtly dependent upon the ability of 


awA a weakening must inevitably result, if unjustified attacks are t^ly made 
aflunat tiie eatablul^ Qovemmenta of the States and even donbt is thrown utoi 
ihe nx^e -trf the Bula’s sovereignty. We can assure Your Excellency that the 
vanouB suggestions of administrative Beforms, where they are needM and to 
wMch you nave referred in the course of your address, are very hrfptni «,„i have 
bem iseoeiving the anxious consideration of the Governments of the States. 

**Moreover, while we do not object to fair and bonafide criticism, it is incon- 
trovertible that in many cases, as Your Excellency has remarked in your address, 
we have been subiocted to attacks which were entirely unjustified, attacks in which 
one has been unable to trace any scrupulous regard for strict accuracy, or any 
real desire to promote the welfare of the State or of its people.* It is. there- 
fon; not nnnatniid that the States should expect due protection against such attacks. 
In some ol these attacks, it has been insinuated that the Trinces are conspiring in 
a body with the Paramount Power to resort to a deliberate campaign of remession 
and reaction in the States. Your Excellency and Your Highnesses know that it is 
a baadesi insinuation which wc uneq[iiivoeally ret)udiatc. On the other hand, we 
can coipbatically declare that God willing, the Indian Princes shall not be found 
wanting in any reasonable contribution which they may be called uiion to make 
in the mscharge of thdr^oblipdions to the Grown and towards the ordered progress 
of Adr States and their motherland. 

*Your Excdlcncy also referred in your address to the need for the smaller 
States, with limit^ resooroes, to cooperate and combine in matters of administra- 
UoB so far as it may be practicable, ^is question needs careful conmderation from 
ail the viewpoints involved, and rdying on Your Exedlency’s knowledge and res- 
pect for the traditions of the Indian States, and for the pledges given to the Bta^ 
— ^big and ■mall'— in succesaive authoritative pronouncements, guaranteeing their in- 
ternal autonomy and integrity, we take it m understood tiiat Your Excellency’s 
luggestSon it intended to encourage cooperation, on a voluntary basis and to the 
extent that the SUtes find it practicable, having due r^ard to locid conditions, in 
certain aervioea of administration, nrovided tiiat the inti^nty and sovereignty of 
the States concerned is not impmrea. In order to encourage operative grouping 
on the aforesaid it is that the combination should be entirely volnn- 

tary and not rigidly limited to the geograj^col boundaries of a gnmpf sothat it 




•mongst our Order. We gnrtefuUy appreciate . the sincerity that advice md 

fully endroee it ouredvee. In thie connection, it is a matter of STSSSj 

twn that genarally the Prfaicee of India-big and 

file reorga n i a ation proMM^ which have been ^pt^ **^-ii*? 

by Your ExceUenire. Ve fed confident th^ this stw will hdp «» S? Si 

M‘a team iu the of oar obligations to the Crown, to India and to the 

Btatm” 


Beetow el Oi s a l lher ’a Werii 

Tim fonowtne it the etoteme^ pnsm^ by ff.^^JtoansBor letiewfog 
fiM mrit done % Clmaber of PdMM during fis 
^_Voek "-TdlmifT Tour UlBliiueeri Thy d 
:!Ae' foet Ckuidbcr lerniwi 
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the Oorernmeiit of India and the Chamber of Princes. Complaints were, however, 
reeved from a large numto of States, against the revised formula of distributions 
of surcharge among the Indian States, whose petrol consumption during the year 
was below one lakh 'gallons. The matter was carefully examined and it appeared 
that certain difficulties suggested by the States concerned were reidly genuine 
and deserved to be removed. The matf^cr was accordingly taken up at the last 
formal meeting of the Standing Commit, Vhen the Political Secretary intimated 
that the su^estions made would be examined with the help of the Government 
of India Department concerned. Let us hope that a satisfactory solution of the 
difficnltaes ox the States will be found as early as possible. 

(g) The extradition arrangements between the States and Burma, after its 
separation from India, were settled on the basis of status quoy through an 
Order-in-Council under the Fugitive Offenders Acts of 1881 and 1915. 

(h) The question of the reorganisation of the Indian States Forces was 
thoroughly examined by a Committee of Ministers under the resourceful chairman- 
ship of Nawab Samad Yar Jung, Army Secretary to H. E. H. the Nixam’s 
Government, Hyderabad. The report of this Committee was later considered by 
the Standing Committee. In the meantime, the Chatfield Committee came to India 
to consider the Indian Defence Reorganisation Plan, and to investigate into the 
militiu7 and financial aspects of the problem of Indian Defence. 


We were invited to meet the Chatfield Gommitt^ in order to apprise 
fTAnofai viAarrw^inf. ihp. An mAtifirs within the terms of reference 


of rneir jaignneaseB oi i>iKaner, jrituaiu wm wjdcii., 

We met them in January last and frankly urged the States point of view. The 
Chairman and members of the Committee seemed to appreciate fully the imt)ottan(» 
of the States in any scheme of Indian Defence and svmpatheticiuly listened to ul 
we had to tell them. Let us hope that the recommendations of this CommittM will 
soon help to place the defence services of India and the States on a proper footing. 

fi) A re*erv»tion waa made in 1936, exoludinfi the BtaM tom the intma^ 
nal obUgationa undertaken under the Slavery ConvMtipn. ™ 

Statea. however, went to show that no slavery existed in Indian Stato md t^ 
position in regard to forced labour did not compare unfavoumbly with that of 
bitidt India. The reservation ol 19S6 was wscoiAnply diminated. . ..j. 

(i) The position as regards retrocession of juns&ction oy« railway landa, 
toMt^r with wU«l matters was also pursued further, ^me of the pendmg unes- 
^Mtove aatisfoctorily hem settled and relevant notifijwtions and mreolars "W 
already been issued to the States. A few important questiOTe 
neicotiations and it is baptd that they wiU, before long, be settled with due isgpid 

of *Sbf reorganiwition of ^ Chamb« of Prince., 
so as to make it fully representative of the bie and small 
and it is gratifying to note that the proposed 

dissentient by a very representative conference of Rulers snd representatives 
States hda in Bombay in November, 1938. 

I shall refer to the scheme in detail when the draft ™ 

prppoaed teo^isation of the Chamb« Princa «»im ^ *Se^S£St wviesa of 
The HtSnilin g Committee resolved to cajimmoiate me eminmt 
nn.,.!.. U2^i nf Owftlior and the Mwaraia Jam camD 


membera and xeineeentative membo* t^em ^ eonple 

Wem grateful lo Yoor u^leney for be father gieito- 

iM Hisbneeaea, which was our nnmn- diieotioBi far ttie 

fadlonfuSTSatth. p«W«ri *01 

Midlmfal^2bnam%&^ nl»oy« «* »^ig.“J5‘jrS^wsSat^ hat 
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[ BOmiT— 


to this qneBtion, that 
opinion t]to 


nmont of India ^wm awaitinfc imaBiiiioiia 

In makiiig 


18 at oiiE Bomliiqr Conforence withoat anj dlMaatlttUT 


and Toqnett tlini a svmpathatlo and aat 


nj dttiaBti 
itiaiKton; 


eettlamant of tbii 


Unil: pend^ prohlam ipay now ba made aa aariy aa poawla. Last hni not the 
Ibm thia W has inydivcd very heavy flow of eorraapoi ~ 


sonnet had to be grm to various BtaM on numy^praam^i^laii^ 


wldch 


Tliia ooncludea the renew of the main work done donna these two yean; The 
reanlta. aebieved are the fraita of joint dRurt on whidht I wiA to offer my gKatefol 
^imha to Your Exodlency m our President and to my coUeaejm oi the Standing 
CoamHlce. I am alao obUmA to my friend, the Hon. Sir ^vtioad Ghmoy, hie 
Mhi Sepieiary and to hie J>epcirtment for their veloeble a aalatan ce and advloe. 
BioveoTei^^ I wish to record my genuine appreciation of the Standing Oommittee of 
Miniaten. of the vaiioua other Spec^uil Committees and of the CfliancaUart Beesetary 
and hia ataff who have all made aubeteutial eoiitribu{iooa towards achieving tbme 
reaulte. 


Joiltt GoiiCwEftiice of Princes St Minialera 

The importanoe of the jmnt actioa on the peri of the Princriy Order both in 
regard to Federation and constitutional and other reforma in the States, was stress- 
ea by His Hi^ness the Jem Sakeb of Nawanagar^ Chsnedlor of the Chsmber of 
Princes, presiiung at a joint oonferenoe of Indian Pnneen representatives of certain 
Rulers and States' Miniaiwa at the Taj Mahal Uotd. Bombay on the loth. Jttne teat; 

The conference was attended by 50 Princee, about 60 ^reaentativee ol States 
authorised to represent their Rulers and about ten other Mimstera and secretarien 
A mesai^ from His Exalted Highneaa the Nixam wishing sneesss to the meeting 
was resfl at the conference. 

After His Highness the Ciumcellor had spoken. Their Highnesses of Bikaner. 
Dewas (Junior Branch), and Fanna addressed the oonferenoe. Sir Akbar Hydari, 
Mr. Madhav Kao of Mysore, Mr. Zaidi of Rampur and Mr. Zutshl of Rewa ex- 
preaaed their views with regard to the gcnenil and political aspect! of the revised 
draft of the Instrument of Aoccession. 

In his speech Bia Higkmaa tho Chaneelhr eeid ; The representative 
nature of our gathering is a clear proof that we are fully alive to the Import* 
ance of the iseuee which await our deideion. We meet at a critical time. The main 
item for our consideration is the reviaed draft of the Inetmment of Accession and 
connected papers. For years our representatives have collaborated with the repre- 
eentativee of His Majesty's Government and ol Britieh India to evolve a satisfae- 
Uny scheme for an AU-lndia Federation. ThnmndKNit thoee diaenssions we made 
it dear that our willingness to consider entering such a scheme would depend on 
the cffiBctive inclnsioD. in the flnal picture^ of the essential eafeguaide and eonditioas 
whiflh viw have conaistently urged. 

The final picture of the federal scheme under the Government of India Act, 
1935 is now before ue and within the next two monthe we are called upon to signi- 
fy our willingness to accede or not to accede to Federation on the basis offered 
under the revised draft of the Instrument of AcoesaioD. The importanoe of our 
decsiikm in this mattwr to tha States, to India and to the Empire cannot be over- 
emphaiaed, and therefore any decision that we may reach here must be based on 
the hilkst possible appreciation of our grave reepoueihiUty in the matter. 

The examinetioir of the revised draft of the Inetrument of AoeeaaloD and 
eonnecled pepari was in the first instance, referred to the Hydari Committee. This 
edmssme included on It some of the most experienced and trusted Ministers of 
the States end it had the privUiwe of having a distinguislied chairman in that 
vetweau stateiaiiut. the Rt, Hou. Sir Akbar Uyderi, wl^ I am iduti K> wdeone 
berate our laidit I that you will all join mein expr^ng oiw 

meleW awfiduttBi ot tee eigaal eervice which this committee has rendered to the 
ntitel"hr Tifila ill*' *7 its eonatmetive^ eouxageoue and Isr-aiglitad 

lepori tm tide ^ 

*An impoKtant eogsMrmee ^ Ministers met reoently in Gwalior under the 
enMimaaddpiff Siidar^^^O^^^ to examine the revised draft instrument ana 

a lorweiM^Mterq^to iU^ for ckeuletiott to 8t^ ^ 

it mv b» MeognMr <lMt iUm OMOidiw i. the tribute ol eU Stetee. Ms 




note that tl^ Balm and Gkmnimento o( nrionf Bkm$ 


local oonditiona and reaonvoea. It it obiiona that no icennine wdl-tHaher^ lha 
Btates can iwaonably advocate any exact fiattarn ol conatitationd or adiidiiiatcalive 
xefonEna ora nnifonn of progreaa for one and all the Statea. ^ ooone of 
eventa cannot very well be ahaped to an exact modd df the artidea aianiibietiiied 
in a factoiw. I can, however, atate with confidence and anlhoiity that Clod wQIliiCi the 
Indian Bnfera will not be found wanting in any leaaonable and genccoea eonSilNi<* 
tion which they may be called upon to make towaxda the ordemd pmnm el tfie 
Statea, and of thdr motherland. 

*In this connexion, though the quesdon of xeforma within indivkhMl 81 
rate primarily with the Balers and Governments of the Btatea conodiied, 

Balers in their meeting yesterday have nnanimonsly dedied to recommend to 

individod States the desirability of desting thdr administrations, where needed, 
with the following basic tests 


(A) That special efforts should be made to have (I) dear and codified laws 
ensuring a rdgn of law for the States ; (II) judiem^ pro^ly manned by qualified 
law graduates or by persons with recogniara Judicid training and integrity : and 
(III) ejfioient and adequate police force supervued by competent officers with effoc- 
tive modem* arms and eouipment. 

(B) That^ unless dready done, there should be a clear demarcation between 
the personal expenditure of toe Buler and the State expenditure, and the former 




for the beneficent activities in the States, such as education, medied rdief» agricnl- 
ture, healtl^ road development, etc. ^ ^ • 

(D) That the State Gkivemment shonld keep in close touch with the latest 

amdiorative legislation in British India and the Indian States, which may be 
suitable to thSr lood oonditionSi such as indebtedness rdief and give it prompt 
consideration. , , . . . x j. j 

(E) That the advisability may be considered of issuing a steding order 

^tiiin our State to the effect that any bonafide complamt suuporte on permal 
knowledge by csrtdn prescribed numov of disinterested lociu State subjects of 
good fepnte resMent in the area concerned dlegiog corruption or undue harassment 
against any State ofiicid, shdl be duly inquiry into. . 

Let li not be underatood, however, that I regwd the criticisms ^^ly 


unfoundM* 


rl^^ade us from' remorag the Icdtimate grievances of any oi our 
fottnuddiig oor ^^ttpoadMe^wtiibuara to n u nto in tboieitEn of liw^and 
PNKmw liitUii our StetM. 
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*lk miut^ however, be recognised by all true friends of the States that there 
is no greater impediment to good Government and rdgn of law in a State than 
the weakening of its Euler’s authority ; and furthermore, that in the sphere of 
reforms, prudence and farsight often enjoin even on the most enthusiastic and liberal 
administrator the duty of paying due regard to local conditions and resources* 

^'Your Highnesses and gentlemen, the organization which deserves our oonsU 
deration is that of subversive movements organized by a section of British Indians 
i^nst certain States. This recent unfortunate and unwise tendency, if allowed to 
develop, must inevitably result in engendering bitterness and hostility, and prove 
detrimental to the unity and ordered progress of India. 1 have no desire to be 
involved in purely British India questions or controversies, but I feel that Mr. 
Gandhi’s recent statement recommending sus^nsion of mass civil disobedience in 
the States and the recent public utterances of Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan emphasizing 
the need of respecting the int&j^ity of the States, are steps in the right direction 
which, if acted upon in a genuine spirit, should assist in improving the relations of 
States and British India, which must be the desire of every patriotic Indian. 

*Tn this connexion, the responsibility of the Paramount Power is particularly 
great, and the eyes of the States, and of law-abiding sections of British India are 
critically set on Simla, to see how far they would ])ermit the territories of States, 
guarantm under solemn pledges of the British Crown, to be invaded by subversive 
dements irom British India.” 

Referring to the question of coov)erative grouping of States for certain adminis- 
trative purposes, the Jam Salieb after stating that the matter had already b^n 
discussed said, ’‘As the question is of an All-India importance, the Standing Com- 
mittee of Princes have appointed a special committee of Rulers, with majority of 
those primarily concerned with this question, in order to see how far the various 
propoMls now made are reconcilable with the sovereignty and the autonomy of the 
States concerned in accordance with the position taken up by the Princes in their 
reply to His Excellency the Viceroy’s 0 |)ening address to the last Chamber session.” 

RESOLUTIONS 

The Conference was held for three days and concluded on the IBth. June after 
passmg a resolution virtually rejec'ting the present Federal scheme as envisaged in the 
revised draft Instrument of Accession, circulated among the Princes a few months 
ago. The following is the text of the resolution adopted by the Conference’ 

“The Conference of Princes and Ministers assembled at Bombay, having 
consider^ the revised draft Instrument of Accession and connected paiiers resolves 
.that the terms, on the basis of which accession is ofTcred, are fundamentally 
unsatisfactory in the directions indicated in the report of the Hydari Committee 
of Ministers and confirmed by the roeommeiidations of the Gwalior Conference 
and are therefore unacce])table. 

‘'At the same time, the Conference records its belief that it could not be the 
intention of His Majesty’s Government to close the door 'on an All-India 
Feteation.”* 

The Hydari Committee Report 

The Hydari Committee on Federation which met in Bombay in April 1939 under 
the ehrirmanship of Sir Akbar Hydari, Prime Minister, Hyderabad State, came to 
the conclusion that the terms of the draft Instrument of Accession were unsatisfactory 
mm the point of view of treaty r^hts, rights of internal administration and the 
economic rights of the States. The Committee suggested modifications in the 
^ndt on these three points. 

The Committee in its report reiterated its conviction that “there is in fact no 
alternative ideal lor India except that of an All -India Federation, provided it ensures 
ail the essehriai safeguards advocated by the Committee and offers effective assurance 
ol continued autonomy and int^rity of the States.” 

Tbc'vsport added : "The Committee comes to the unanimous conclusion that 
the dndt Instrvmmt of Accession and other drafts circulated on the basis of which 
acoeisiOQ is (^ertd use fundamentally unsatisfactory in the directions noted by it* 
The Cmndttee it difilcult to believe that it is the intention either of His 
libiissty*s GovH^niiiieiit or the Government of India to close the door on Federation. 
U the vitsi ntatters, to which the Committee has drawn attention, can be satisfac- 
torily adjusted^ the Cmmittee is of the opinion that there would then exist a satis- 
faetoiT baris on whidh acoesrion could be concluded by individual States with due 
xci;aca iQ the paxtkdlar interests of esch*” 
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SS InstTOmeiit ol Accesrion, the Hydui 

wnunittee potnte out that while lu the former draft iuBtruments, there was a limi- 

ot «» FederSioo iu Z Btati, 
t^ llmitatiOT has, now been omitted m the revised drafts. The Committee eiS 

mi *“ 'oiwctlj stated the position hitherto under- 

and that as a matter of form. 
‘ We'^-iflt section of the Government of India 

.. . ^ (^mmittee statM t^t in the 'course of its discussions, it was pointed out 
wat BOme btates Btronj^ly favoured the further iuclusion in the instrument of 
the two clauBCB dealinj' with the separation of pa amountcy from the Federal sphere 
and vice versa, ^ 


r^ard to the question of defence, the Committee is of the orinion that 
the position has not been made as clear as it should haVe been ini such a vital 
matter. The Committee does not feel entirely satisfied that this obligation of the 
crown to the Btates and relationship regarding paramountcy will remain unafcjied 
by accession without appropriate limitation. 


Dealing with customs, the Committee considers that any limitation on the 
power to alter the existing rate cannot be accepted by tine States conecruedf while 
the amendments now proposed are a reversal of past aerisions of a vital character 
and hail been proposetl without giving the States likely to be effected even an 
opportunity of stating their objections tiiereto. 

As regards railways, tlie Committee states that despite the improvement effected 
in the present position through the provision of t!»e liailway rribunal, the sugges- 
tion of unqualified accession to that item in the Federal list goes far beyond any- 
thing which the States have ever contemplated. 

Under the item **Kxcise duties*’ the Committee states that in the matter of 
finance, its views are well-known. It was pointed out that date fixed, namdy March 
31, 1937, for deciding whether a State should be allowed to retain any item of excise 
revenue must operate harshly upon its financial resources. That, date should be the 
date of the inauguration of Federation and if and, when the distribution of excise duty 
among the federating units takes place by federal legislation, the States concerned 
shall not receive less than what at the advent of Federation, they will be entitled to. 

The Committee considers that the proposed administration agreement falls 
far short of what had been contemplated throughout tlie discussions. The present 
draft does not ensure that administration of f^eial laws will be reserved to the 
States. 

The Committee views with great concern the proposed amendments to entries 
relating to customs and the proposal to insert a new action in the Government of 
India Act. 

Referring to treaty righ s, the committee states that at present a treaty right 
cannot be extinguished by the unilateral action of one varty. It feels that it will 
be a very serious change xn the status of treaty rights, if, through accession, they 
are to be so extinguished, and the fact that the Governor-General ifi bis individual 
judgment will determine whether it is proper in the circumstances that the Federal 
Le^slature should be permitted to do so is not a sufficient safeguard. 

Tlie Committee also feels that Btates which have important treaty rights, 
lating to matters to which they had been asked to acc^e and not being rights which 
they are prepared to waive on accession, might find great difficulty in acceding on 
the basis at present offered. The Committee anficipates that in many cases it will 
not be found to be the intention of the Crown Representative thSat treaty lights 
should be waived, and it ought not to be difficult to devise by amendment, if neces- 
sary, of the provisions of the Act, at a moment when many amendments, some of 
them of substance, are being introduced by His Majesty’s Government, a suitable 
method (rf suitably safeguaimng such rights. 



A Swcwef oi ReimiM in Sla^ 



Tht wide Ksit that has for orcr • ontaiy anaitad ^ ladiaa Stataa ia bdag 

. A A_*. • m M ^ AM^ ^ A 1 ^1 t 


sa&*^c^“ariSt ^JS: fesf’*.** sf «s?vi2&i. 

i.niur 9B8 donta H In lHit meel tiuife m didiild n^ddl/ mim^^diir.Mddmmento 
jftff tiia pMl twdtn HMlbi niMblj dnilitf ^ pMt bw w^, diu^ wJuoh 
tteubouit of tiia jmt hm beoom ibigla-pointed and begun to beer fruit. 

tite JitaMoM o/ itr4M0aMMar baa vaeentl;f granted revenne relief to hit aub- 
leele to tiie tune of three labne and baa inMe KawanigEar Mnnieipality into a 
PqUIb bote It la atated tbat.tte popnlar diaodntant baa not nerertfaeleaa aobaided 
and Uiat tte agitation oontiatiaa to oe in esiatenoe in one form or other. 

In Dhrangadkrut the State baa declared the Mnnio4)ality a pidiio body. Yet 
we are told that there ia diaoontant amongat the people on the ground that the 
body ia not famated eith all the poweia dne to it. in the day-to-day irork. 

The BUffement in JRaJkoi ataada aa the moat ontatanding morement in the 
Btatea in recent yem. For the intendty of feeling within the Btate aa well aa the 
estmdhm anpport that the morement aeenxed from ontaide. f6r the rirtoal identifica- 
tion of the Obnipneaa. witn the movement, lor the orderlineaa and diadpline with 
edi^ the movement has been oondueted based upon the twin nrindplea of Truth 
and tlon-viotonee^ lor the cffectiTe aapport>of Mahatma Gandhi in bringing the 
BOftenunt to a elaw through the. dynanuc laaderahip of Sardar Vallabhbhu, there 
ia notfdng to oon^are with the recent events in the Rajkot State. The Eajkbt State 
baa n levnane of only aig lakhSi while Bhavnagar*s revenue approaohea 3 orore^ 
bad of Hawanagar'a ranges abont seventy lakhs. Yet Bdiot is made the 
‘ r oi the fiuhlawar States and therefore it leads them all. That is the 
movement haa been aei^ad the great importance which haa been 

. it Iheie eeveml weeka. The country’! thanks are due to Sardar 

Ynliabihiiid BM te this victory. 

A Obnteenoeof the peoi^ of the Statee of Outoh, Rajpipla and Bhavnagar 
and BawnMW in abpnt^to ha held at an early .date and we learn that the Nawab 

ef Jana3?MHnaldbae ' 

Af ■ of the' I 



. to give b the people of his State a voice in 


The MtaiMpim Bnler mpaaxe to be intereeted in mral uplift aotivitieo and haa 

j his Ilaim to aea lor himaeU soBM of tbeni. He has been nleaeed to recognise 

the Biga 8m Jfandal a^ aanetbned an annual grant of Ba. 2.000 to the public 
libEi^. B3a Hidtaeia ia intereadag himaaif in the Waidba seheme of ednoatibn 
and nM announead tint its Btate aoboola lor boys and girls will be given over to 
the Seva fay the propoaod experiinaib . 

The Balkot stmi^ has influenced the. FuUiama people^ who hold the first 
aesrion of the Stele’s Teopbi^ OcnlersM on the 7th January. 1330, in the Bditana 
Daiber hall. Sqbm revenue retoma aeem to have been introduced by the Baja 
Saheb in thret Mahalaa of hto State and the rebate that haa been given in land 
revenue, saaemmeht in eaah to all Mahalaa in the Fslitana. aggregate to one lakh of 
a gi gjBO^OOO of mpeea. 

Iirthe small Sti^ of Mimdol certain oonceerions have been granted hy the 
Bi^ Seheh in reaponee to the petitiona from the people of the fiSate abolishing 
bem hand, megan (teoed gifts aiven at tbe time of royal ceremonies) and granting 
loll civil BbarSii and faeiutoTor the people of the State to get wood without 
extra tns from the loceat tat tad and for building pnipoaes and for making agri- 
cuituial UnpleaMiiti. The Baja haa amooneed <he abofition of taxes on salt and 
keroaene. Benidei be Bela Saheb has couaented to reconsider the various Iciest 
lawt. and gmdag Jies^ Imw other taxee. 

Tbe ilesMlfivv Pmar hea announced responaible government lor be people of 
the Stale. It wae uMcd Ihel it wae be polioy of the State to eetaUlah responaible 
merninent in be Stata^ benefit of be subjecta and lor the greater asaooia- 

Son of be paopb wib^be idniitti^ of the State. The annonnoeoaent will 
•oon be loQowed itp by be: brmuintinn of a eonititation for lenonaUile govem- 

uaenl and be ifiimitmt ef n pqMv 


A BUBYBY OF BEBOBHS IN THE STATES 


436 


_ ^^Aapur is tl» Mine Stoto in Soudi Mohaniditn. When KoOunur moves. 
It mv to cxiiwu*! Unit ilto n»t of tiie States ol Southern Mnharashln toI «— fc« n 
iDBVOi SomO' a Ijoeinniiie was luatlo in dio direction of reiiresentstivs 

M^iment by the introilnciwii of lo.ia soU-Koxornine bodice and the grantrfK 
for the, Mima Now the IMmo Hiaistcr has been din»tedtoro^ 
W**’ ***i”'*-'™ 1 *" siicU-. niMKional aeeoi-iations of the people at the 

t^ vritlrilH wlminiBtrntuMi ,an.to about. To this end the HiLm^ hu 

•tiiiteiLB.T4UiidaUvo AtHH-mbly widi rcfenmue *’ • "• 

d^t that' Uio R-fonnB wiiV noly j;o bc“ 
t&« cluma^tcr of tlio aiiiioiuutcmuiit 

been 

The State OonsrcM n^itnlibir^ has^ cntpiKtl up in. Rnjnandgaon State in a vlao- 
wna form in tiic Lcntnil liidja. llcfoie tJie Satyaiiralia was started in. right carnat. 
the Durbw baa. made nii ntinounccmcut; iiuUcating its decision to start adxdsoiv 
eoundla fco; ciu Ji ol the ih'voh viar^sauas called I'taja Babhas with two^hixda member^ 
ship docted and' the rest to bo nomiimtol by the Durbar as well as the Preiulait. 
This scheme of rcrortns is coiisidored by the people to be extremely uiisatislikeiory. 
Tlur absence of a Central Assc^mbly based on cibeted representatives of the subkets 
at the Ccatre is ground enough for a complaint by the State Congress people to 
whom the scheme is obviously unaccqitablc, aud Mahatmaii is bdng co n s ulted by 
Mr« Kmkar on the suldcct. 


they 


In Mewar which is an ancient State, the disconteut of the poopls has been 
inleDsifted by the fact tluit the* (L^verumeiit oi India has tcansfierw a portion of 
tbe British Intlinn territiory of Aimerc»McrwaTa in spite oi the opposition oC the 
inhabitants of the area. caiuerncfL The satyagridui eampaign> at Uda^ur aud NabhiiF 
dwar eorereil nearly 111 prisimcrs. 

In the midst of this confusion and chaos througliout, it is gladdeniug to note 
some cosmos U being evolved hr the various States in Inma. The ^uiot and 
unostentatioTia manner in which the llaja S;uicb of Awtdk has celebrated bis oeivea- 
tieth fairthday hy aunouncing tlie couierment of responsible government upon, his 
•abkrta conits ns a great fcUcL 

While large States like Uydcnduid, Udaipur, and Bikaner have made themselves 
wdil known lor the restriction of civil liberties which have been imposed ui'on the 
people of the State, it is a matter for eougratuhirtiou that the- Uolkar of Indore hosL 
in response to Uie puUK^ demand, admitted his subieets to a greater measure of 
civU liberties, by removing the restrictious iqiou holoiug public meetings within 
Indore munidiial boundaries. 


Benaret^ it may be remembered, was only a zaniiudari till 25 years ago wheii 
it woe made a State * The re|)ort of the Committee aptxxntcd by the Mahanja 
of Deuarcs in hlarch 1938 to investigate the question of creating a IiCgislative 
Obanctl for the State has been submitted to His Highness ny the Clttef 

Seovetary of the State. The report is signeil by four out of the five memben. 

The remaining member, Mr. Haridiank^ Dube, proposes to submit a separate 
report shortly. ^ „ * 

It is a matter for gratification tliat the State Congress of Travat^m has 

withdrawn that jiortion of the memorandum relating to i^rsonal matters audit is to 
be honed that likewise it mav sii8))ciid tlic civil dieobcilience inovcment in response 
to Mahatmaii's directions. The whole burden of direction of tlie movement in its 


further stages will then Datiirally hdl on Mahal muji himwlf. Ji 
events ill Travoncore, namely, the detwtation of tlie hairs for the 


from 
•rm of 


the 

the 


voting system and reorganisation of the management, ns wdi ns represaitation of 
Dewasom, it looks as though the State is preparing itself for the inevitable nest 
step in the }x>iity of the State. 



and < 

is a destiny that truly , , 

Qnn adviser of the whole of India in matters not only lelatong 
also to the States. He has been now drawn into_ the iray.. 


provinces but 
Malmtmaji is 


wMUrs Of British India so called . would find nouiiug .airwigc ™ ~ 

•styogiaha movement in Hyderabad, so far as it it » concerned a ith pcAMM 

wpoctof^ mMtt. The affairs of Hyderabad have been 
tsTby the incoming of the Hindu Civil liberties* Union on the one hand, which 
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might easily have dropped the prefix Hindu and ioined the movement for political 
rdorm and the Arya Bamaj activities. The latter Wiy has real grievances rdafing 
to rights of worship and congi^ations. But of all moments that it should have 
ohosen this moment for s^ing its battle can only be regretted from this one 
stand-point, namely, that it has come as a complication in me political movement 
which itself is lieing dubbed as communal organisation. Its association with the 
satyagvaha movement would not enable the latter movement to outlive the bad 
name that was dven to it before it was hanged. We are, however, glad to lesm 
that the Aryan leaders are meeting Oandhiji. Four hundred men have gone to iail 
under the banner of the Hyderabad State Congress cheerfully and wholeheartedly. 
The fact that the list of prisoners included the names of men like Bri fi[ashinath 
Rao Vaidya B\mks volumes of the dignity and sense of responsibUity which have 
been brou)|ht to bear upon the movement For, it is well known that Kiuinath- 
raoji was a member of the lyenger Committee on Reforms. Ihc cessation the 
movement in Hyderabad is calculated to strengthen the iioliUcal crop in that 
State, just as the transplantation of paddy seedlings would considerably hdp the 
yield cd a bumper crop of paddy. 

Affairs in Kashmir have reached a lull but cannot continue so for long. 
Baroda is likely to be the storm centre ere long. Mysore is still in the throes of 
delivery and an expectant world is awaiting the new birth with bated breath. 
The States in the Punjab have gone through the mill notably Kalsia. Patiala has 
come under a new regime and while broad visioned speeches are being delivered 
by the Ruler, we are yet to hear of a tangible scheme of political reform in this 
State. Bikaner continues to be as backwara as ever before. Alwar, Gwalior and 
Nabha are under British Administration and there is no excuse for these States 
IsggioK behind those subject to absolute and personal rule of a prince. Jeypore 
haa just emerged from an internecine quarrel and must now turn its attention to 
the civic liberties and political rights of its own people. Jodhpur is under the 
Dewanship of Col. Field and the extemment orders against friends like Jainariin 
Vyas have to be rescinded. 

In the Punjab, Malerkotla and Bhawalpur have seen their worst days and the 
Princes have to toe the line with their progressive compeers if the disturbances of 
two years ago have had any lesson for them. In the Bhulkan States of the 
I^njab, leaving alone Nabha and Patiala, there remains the third State of Kapur- 
thaJa and the Maharaja has just announced hts decision to appoint without delay 
a Committee to report on the oustion of reconstituting the State Assembly establi- 
shed in 1916 but not summoned for many years and it is gratifying to bear the 
Maharaja say that although his |)eople have for long been accustomed to and 
remain^ contented with a benevolent personal form of government, yet modem 
politimd tendencies cannot be ignored. 

Cochin’s example of Diai^y has been followed by the enlightened Prince of 
Sangli who has evolved a fine scheme of partial responsibilitT jn respect of which 
8j. Shanker Rao Deo states that though it involves Diarcny, yet the obnoxfous 
features of dual rule of which the British are one of the two pariies may not be 
noticeable in a scheme worked out in a State. 

A Communique has been issued by the Jodhpur State authorities introducing- 
Village Punehayats and a Central Advisory Board and District Boards while in 
Jaipur like ehamses have not advanced any father. 

Bvin In Dhenkanal a constitution has been promised with effect from (he 
next financial yesr. One does not know what Is brewing in Talolier. 



The All-India States* People’s Conference 

Annual Session— Ludhiana — ISth. & 16th. February 1939 


Presidintift Address 


The compound of the Kundan Wood Factory was filled to capacity when 
the open session of the All-India States’ People’s Conference commenced at Ludhiana 
on the ISth. February 1089. After the singing of the *Bande Mataram’ song 
by a batch of girls, the address of the Chairman of the Reception Committee 
ww read. Thereafter, Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru, ascending the rostrum, delivered 
his address extempore in Hindustani. Following is the full text of Mr. Ndiru’s 
address 

Year after year this Conference of the people of the Indian States has met 
in session and discussed the problems of the States. Year after year it has raised 
its voice in condemnation of the autocracy aud misrule, the corruption and the 
dezr^tion that has prevailed in many of these States. The labours of this 
eSuference, and far more so of the National Congress have borne fruit, and to-day 
there is a mighty awakening among the people of the States. When in after 
vears the mstory of India comes to be written, the year 1938 will stand out as 
the vear of this awakening. The historian of that distant future will not wonder 
at this awakening ; but he will marvel that the milUqns who inhabit the judian 
States submitted tor generations to intolerable and appalling conditions, and that 
a system of government which had long vanished in other parts of the world stul 

conti^^ in ^ndia^ become history and we stand on the threshold of 1^. 
The movement for freetlom gathers pace and the whole of India looks with 
sTO^Siy and understanding on this gmt struggle in the States. At this vital 
moment you have summoned me to this Conference and I have ^me at 

v5i!ir bidding, I come to you not only because I am intensely interested in the 
?^ilom oTthe eo- le of the States, but as bo«rer ol’ the t:oodwin o the .est 
of Imlia anil as a i-led^e of our solidarity. 

CONGKKSH Hr-SBANDlNo ENKUGY 

\i«nv iieoi'le have, in nast year*, rritii-iBetl Uie 8tUti;de the National 
Coniii^ towarUe the States and lieott>d arKiinienl has taken j late 
•nd ^non-intervention. That etiticisin and ar;jument liave jenalied with the jeste^y 
th^i iSS 6«“e “ e meaningless to-day. Yet it is wtlnshile to 

tl« llX? lllSV. -N... r« 


was ine mosii ene(.*uT« 
ready for ibmr own struggle. 

No Qi}EBTIos of Iktervention . ^ 

The Haxipura rerolution was ^and^unity^ of In?ia was an 

1 A. An nJ 


and it emmekted tb» dear language TM in^ jt measure of 

essential part of Iha independencewe to eome to the States as to the rest d 

politieali^aodal and economic freedom j Congress declared dreA 

India. Wo could be no wmproimse on tti^ a^ „ die 

in favonr of full Reaponaible GovOTment and .P ^ foj the attaininwt 
States. Fuither. it dedax^ to be tia m^t and 1^^ V non-intenention ! to 
of tone obieetivcB in to States. Ibeie was no question » 
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Ooagmm^ at w prai on tipg the will of the Indian peop^ xeoogniaei no ban which 
Unit iti freedom of aetiYvv in any matter pertaining to India and her people. It 
la Ha liidttand niifilege and ita duty to interrene in any aneh matter rmenerer 
<He.in t ere al e of look demand it Not to do oo wonld be to deny its own Idnetibn 

m Hie which it oeeka to xepreeent. 

Bvt*it ia te the Congieee and the peopto of India to determine when and 
whefe they will interrene and what polto ttiey imnat pomue. ao ihat Hieir 
intervention waifgbt be effbetive and Iraitfiu of xeanlte. The iimitatioo. If any, la 
of Hi own or k oanaed by ^estemal drenmetanoee which it k wi^e enonid^ 

to leeogniee. No .ontaide anthority can limit the function of the Oongiem {uat 
aa no power or anthoiHy can net bonnda to the aaptrationa or advancement df the 

knew well that the babkwaidneaa of the Statea Idndered onir 
p m gteaa and that there ooold be no freedom for India nnkaa the 6tatea 
ce ae e d to be what they were.' The Ckmgreee waa eager to bring about thk foewitial 
and vital ehangei and yet it knew that toe change oonld only come dbont from 
below, when the people of the Btatn grew :ecil*^ielient and org^ieed and capelde 
of dbooldering the bnxden of their atniggle. It emphaaieed this. Not to nave 
done eo would hive been to miaked and eneenrage vain delneion, and delay the 
building np .in the Btetea themedvea of organiaationa wbioh would lepseaent the 
iknniA and idll of the peogile. 

On lilGBTY Btetjgglb 

The wkdom of the Oongreae atanda an^ly jnetified to-day when we tee 
the devetopmente that have taken place dnoe Hanpura. All the Statea are aatiur 
nnd in many Of .teem powerful maaa movemente axe frinotioiiing. The pe^e at 
tee Btetea are lapidly coming into Hne with tee reet of Indk ; they ate no loiiger 
m burden and a deed-wdc^t keeiang ue back. They em eetting tee for Indk 
today and our national politlce are dominated by teeir etmme. The time has 
eome, teexeforeg ter tee tetagratian of these varioue atcnggke m tee Btetea intm- m 
wad vnte tee meior atma^ wgamet BxiUah Impefidiem. There aie no ImiM 
maay different etraggks gohig on to independence ; teere k only one mic^ty 
■ few ygjte lor Indkh lieedooL teemgh ite aapecte may vary and teetute He battk- 
gmmda nay be many. Aa Gandl^ haa aaad, tee straggle to whenever 

n iteee pkec, k a etnii^ lor all-lntea. 

It u in tee fitaees it tetnge that at Hus' moment of vital ciiiiB for the Btetett 
Inteah leader, ever tfcdnking of her freedom and jeaions of her honour, teoidd atap 
out and in his di^g veioe of old. teat we vemember ao well, give faith and 
io our mafia. Gandhffih lead hae finally settled all tee old argnmente 
teat Aaenned tee raiiie, and teat laaue atanda out now dear and definite. 

Out of Datb STeTsii 


There an about aiz hundred Btetea In India-^big ones and email onea and 
Hny ones, vtelch one eannot even place on tee map. They differ greatly among 
Himedvea and aome have advanced induetrklly and edneattonaily, and some have 
had oompelent Eukia or Miniatera. The majority of them, however, are einke of 
leaelkn and moompetenoe and unreatrained autocratic power, eomeUmes 
bf vkioua and degraded individuals. But wbkher the Buler 


happens to be good or bad, or hk Miniatera competent or incompetent, 
tee Uee in tee eyetem. This eyetem has vanished from the rest of tee 
world and, left to itself, it would have vaniehed from India also long 
ago. But in spite of its manifest decay and sti^ation, it has been propped up 
and artifieially maintained by British Impenalkm. Offspring of the British power 
in India, anteled by Impcnalkm, lor its own purposes, it has survived till to-day. 
tbotti^ mighte revolutions have shaken the world and chans^ it, ei^ires have 
und ecowds of Frinoes and pet^ Rulers have fackd away. That system 
has no inheieBt impoctanoe or atiengtii, It k the strength of British Imperudism 
teat eoonte. Nor m in India» system has in reality been one of tee faces 

of' impcrlMkim Thesifosc when conflict comes, we moat recognise who our 
opponent is. 

TkoBsTanATin 

Wo am told now of tee ao^kd independenee of tea (State mod of tesir 
Malki wite tee PtaamOitiit Fowert are aaeroaaiiel and inviokbla Hid ePP^” 
ontly tenet go on lor over and ever. We have leeen^ esoi whet happw Jo 
.tattetedkoirinelke and tee teoet aecied of covenanti wnen teey do not em tee 
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FBEBlDEHl'iAL ADSBBSB 




m 

iMendf and alliaa 
and FnuHMi. 



Ittitaitib lo ezpeet the people toTwcp * '{L " " 

thm by fowe wd fraud; and toiSnSt fflS 

that we lecsocniS^ 


that 
ultimately 


avent aooept 
TCcsogulae la 
the £ood of 


futhoiity and puamoont . 
the will o( the people^ eod the only thing om oonnte* 
the pe o ri e r 

IVDRPBNDUNOB OF BtATBB 

A new Uieory of the independence of the States haa been edvanAid in 

advanc^ by the very Power that holda them in an iron 
subjection. Neither history nor constitotirai? ^ 
My i^t^oation thia and if we examine the on^n of these B^es. moat of 
Bulera would ^ l^uced to the status of feudsl barons. But ^ nSd nS 
Muble ouraelyeB ^ legal resm^aa the practo and facts are plain mou^ 
Tlua.ixractiM Ym been for the BnUsh Power to dominate these Btates 

The Political D^artment of the Qoremment of India pulls the strinKS and^^ 
nuppeta*danoe to its tune; the local Resident is the master of the tdtuafion: and 
Utmy the pxaetiM has grown of Briti^ being imposed as Ministers of 

tlm Ptnlem of the Ststok If this is independence^ then it *wlll be interesting to 
learn tMMr it difBors from the anost ab}ect subjection. Thme is no inderendeniS in 
the Staiua, amd there ts .going to b^ none, for it is hardly poa^e gcngranfah^illy 
and it ia ontiiBly wPtnmedL io Hoe oanceptlon of a wnifeed free India. itiB 
wMe and desnane in the case of .the larger Btate far ^them to have a gmt iktii of 
autonomy within the framework af an Indian Pbderaiion. Bnt .th^ wBl have to 
xemidn inteiml pairta of India and the major matters of common concern 
be eoDtndld by a demooratic Fedeidl Geutre. Ixrtemally. they wiU have 
ble QawenmeaU 

Aohdb Ruler’s Example 


It is dear that the paoldem of the Btatee would be easy of solution if the con- 
diet was oonfined to the people and the Bukc. Many of the Rulers, left to idiem- 
adnsi, would ultimately line themselYes with the peo]^ and if they hmitated to do 
ao, the preasure from below would soon iaduee them to change their aands. Not to 
do ao would imperil thdr poaitioQ and the only alternative would be complete re- 
moval. The Oongreaa and the yarioua Praja Maodals haye ao ixt made every t^t 
to indnee the BuTera to aide with their people and eatablish Responsible Govern- 
ment They mutt reslrne that for them not to agree to do so will not stop the 
coming of freedom to their people ; their opposition will only place an insurmount- 
able barrier between them and their peode, and an arraDgemcDt between the two 
will than become exceedingly difficult. The map of the world has dianged inany 
times during the last hundred years ; empires have ceased to be and new oonntriea 
have arisen. Even now, before our very eyes, we see this map changing. It re- 
<loires no {urMhet to say with confidence tnat the Indian States system is doomed 
even as the Ewitish which has so long protected it. is doomed. It is the path 

of prudence as well as of wisdom for the Rulers to line them^ves with people and 

idiare with them in the new fre^om, and instead of bang despotic and disliked 
Rulers, with a precarious tenure, to be proud and equal citizens of a great common- 
wealth. A few of the Rulere of the States have revised this and have token some 
stops in the right direction. One of them, • the Raja of Anndh, the ^lef of a small 
Btato^ haa dlaS^aiahed himself by his wisdom in granting Responsible Government 
to hia peo|^ in doing so with grace and good-will. 

lUTRRVRHTlON OF COKGBESB 


. Butk unhappily, moat of them stick to thdr old ways and diow no 

Stt^atrato afiedi the lesson of histoy tiat wh« a class has ^ 
fiSnue norpoae and the world has no need of it, it mscays and loses^ wisdom ^ 
sU eapaem. ^t cannot adapt itself to hanging conditions. In a vam attempt to 
bouSTlo wM to ladiiigMi^B loamem what little it might have retomed. 
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The British ruling cIhsscs have hacl a long anti hrillintit career and throughout the 
Nineteenth Century and after, they domiiiat43d the world. Yet to-day wo see them 
nerveloss, witless, incapable of consecutive thought or action, and in a fi-antic attempt 
to h(dd on to some vested interests, ruining their great t>o8ition in the world and 
shattering the proud e<lifice of their Kinptre. It is even so with classes that have 
fulfilled «their function and outlined their utility. If the British ruling olasses are 
manifestly failing, in spite, ol their prestige and tradition aiul training, what shall 
we say of our Indwfi Princes, who for generations )nist have grown up in 
decadence and irreB|K)n8ibility ? The problems of Government require somotning 
more than a knowlcslgc of how to manage |>olo-|)onics, or recognise the breeds oi 
dogs, or have the skill to kill large numbers of inoirensive animals. 

But even if the Rulers of the Btates were willing, their willingness would 
not take them far. For the master of their immediate destiny is the agent of 
the British Qoveniment and Uicy dare not offend him. Wo have seen in the case 
of Rajkot, how a Ruler, who* was inclined to come to terms witJi his i)oonle was 
threatened with deposition, and how later lie was made to break his words under 
pressure from British agents. Thus tlio conilict in tlio States is only incidentally 
with the Rulers. In effect, it is with British Imitcrialism. That is tiio issue, clear 
and definite. And that is why the interference of the British i'ower in the States 
againsw the ' Cvi; lo lias a s; iviul si^niliounc.e Wc sec tliis on an iiu • asing scale, 
not only by e i oli ical Go, Ui iinciii of iiie Gov^o^ninent of India an - ns many 
a,.ents and* lofiihunis, bu- ouo i.t> a. mod fo.ci'S, as in i niH inic. .civin-c 

ill u de.” o c viOh hi* t» lar m.»- cinoni is no loii..^fti* ,.oin^ to bo toi<'uiUNi iv us. 

. Cwi.^.oss «%iii I*. «*ivoiic ait., ftiil vi,o..r if . ‘ * ■ •• • 

of iiidia i:iievvei>c to cr.:Si. .itc . oo: io. v'lir mclootls u.e diiic;co. *, ...i* 

peaceful, but tliey have been s.40wn in the past to be effective. 

GandhPs Warning 

Gandhiji has repeatedly warned the British Government and its ^ents in 
India of the far-reacdiiiig consequences of tliis conilict. It is manifestly imposible 
for the conflict to be confined to particular States and for the OongrcBS, at the 
same Ume, to' carry on Provincial Administrations, involving a measure of co- 
operation with tne British aiithoriiies. If there is this major conflict then its 
etects win spread to the remotest corners of India, and the question will no 
longer to a limited one of this State or that, but of the complete elimination of 
Briti^ Power. 

Choice before the Peopj.b 

What is the nature of the conilict to-duy ? This must be clearly understood. 
It varies slightly from State to State, Imt the dcmaiKi c\’ery where is for full 
responsible government. Yet the conflict is not. at present to enforce tliat demand, 
but to establish the right of organising |>eoi>lc for that demand. When this right 
is denied add civil liberties are crusbM, no way is left ot)cn to the people to carry 
on w^t are called constitutional methods of agitation. Their choisc then is either 
to submit and rave up all ixilitical and even public activity, and to suffer a 
degradation on tne spirit and a continuation of the tyranny that oppresses them, 
or to resort to direct action. This direct action, according to our codcv is 
perfectly peaceful Satyagraha and a refusal to submit to violence and evil, what- 
ever consequences. The im^mediate issue to-day is, thus, one of civil liberties in 
most el the States, though the objective everywhere is resjKmsible government. 
In Jaipur the issue is in a sense still more limited, for the State Government 
obj^ta to the Praja Mandal organising famine relief. 

Members of the British Government,, in justifying their international policy, 
ns frequently of their love of peace and their horror of the methods of force 
and violence in the solution of international or national problems. In the 
name of peaee and appeasement, tiiey have heljied and encouraged international 
blackmiiil and gangsterism of the worst tyfie and done moral injury to democracy 
a^ freedom in Enropep By thdr policy they have enthroned the rule of unabashed 
violence in Europe and been parties to the greatest tragcciy of our time —the defeat 
of the Republic ol Spitor whieh has fought so magnificently and so long against 
ovmhdming odds. Yet these statesmen of Britain talk of the virtues of peaceful 
wMmmi m ci the w fe he dne s s of force and violence. These pious sentiments are 
applM by them In Einope so that the forces oi xeaptleii and videoce m^ht Aave fi 
fiee Md and an ample oroortiuity to ctnidt ireetoib 



iiOTly BUflAnt to otatroct ind^der those who went to preserve ^sif Tibe^ 
Does any one ^1 Itold t^t tjwiiy 4 fuid autocrecy and ooropt administeaS^ 
most ^trnii^ the Stater deny tet all then must go ^ 

give pl^ to free matituti^? If so. how is this change to be brouAt abont 
normally nnlew loll opTOrtnnitin are iriven for pesceml organisation ind the 
developmte cd an mteUigent and nlf*reflant public opinion? Ue full establish- 
ment cd mvil ^rties la an essential preliminary to any progress. It is an insult 
to In^ to ask her to tolerate in the State’ orainance rule and the sunprsmton 
of orjEanuations and the prevention of public gatherings and methods, uauallv 
•«»“tod.vdth the gimgster. Are.the.Stote to remain vast prisonVwheie the 
human aimt is sought to be extinguished and the resource of the people are 
to be pte lor the pageantry and luxury of courts, while tlm masses starve and 
remain illiterate and backward? Are the Middle Ages to continue in India 
the protection of British Imperialism? 

Indian State’s Peoblemb 


In an important State in Bajputana, even typewriters are discouraged and 
there is an ordinance dealing with them and requiring thdr registration. In 
Kashmir a monstrous ordinance, framed on the lines of the ordinance promulgated 
lor the Bunna rebdlion some years ago. is the permanent law of the State. In the 
premier State of Hyderabad, civil liberty has long been non-existent and latterly 
accounts of brutal ill-treatment of peaceful aatyagrahis have seen the li^t of day. 
The recent expulsion of hundreds ot students from the Osmania University for the 
olFenoe of singing ‘*Bande Mataram” privately is an astounding instance of the reac- 
tionary menteity which prevails in the governing circte of Hydmbad. ^ In Travan- 
core, the memory of the outrages of last summer is still fresh in our minds. But I 
do not wish to make a list m these States and their misdeeds, nor do 1 widi to 
discuss the problems of individual State. If I attempted to do so, this address of 
mine would never end. Here, where we meet^ the Punjab State lie close to us and 
many of them have long had an unsavoury reputation. Thdr tale of mmovernment^ 
if we heard it fully, would fill our dmes. But^ apart from the difficumes of Ume 
and space, I would prefer that you concentrated your attetion on the wito problm 
which embraces aU the States, which is in effect the Indian States problem rathm 
than lose ourselves in the mase of each separate pn^lem. We must bm the wm 
•nd not get lost in the trees. We must nsdi^ and we must m^e omers^re Mise, 
that it is no longer poaaible to deal piecemeal with this great problem, for the free- 
dom d India is one and indivisible. 


Rajkot and Jaipue 

. Bat wiM StetM m in the femfront to^y in tlM 
mferred to. Some are peculiarly situat^ ana require 

Jaipur ooeuw the elan Uhday and both of them laue.iieueB of aU4ndto importM^ 


ontlm to ioin na in tUa Gonfeteuce beeaaae of that 

Bajkot haa many Inaanni to ua. After aome nnmtha oi oon^t, •erawd tart 
tSfeoSe lud woT^ira We «wr how effectirdy fto teehnig ne of og 

■troBsie and tha pMoeful and heroic attitude of tte Pf(^ 
we^ iSatod tooMMoiT^ dw ^hted word Buler ^ 

Vnggta luTtob.^ i^Mlk AU InSr know, how ^ tot^ 

iwwm iSdttoerta came in the way »* • 
that m moat aerer he miiM by temporar y aaraiwcca^i^ 

SS toimph of our eauaai tiU a^emwt hgey ^ StomwSae. » 
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the Goven&meiit of India. No one imaginee that the youthful Maharaja haa any 
Important eay in vital matteni. No one auppoeea that the EngliiA Prime Miniater 
conld function ae such for a da/ without we goodwill and support of the Govern* 
meut of India. The slightest disapproval of his policy by the Political Department 
would result in the immediate change of (hat policy or in his removal from 1^ 
« 


British Intervention in Orissa States 

In Orissa, the regrettable murder of the British Agent, Major Basalgette, 
has led, as such acts, even when committed in a moment or lolly always lead, 
to unfortunate consequences. The people of the Orissa States are backward and 
have to suffer for their lack of understanding of our basic principles. This act 
is a ^warning to us to conduct our movement in such a manner that the people 
realise' its significance and ailhere strictly to its policy of non-violenc«. For them 
to forget this is to injure their own cause. The reaction of the British Power to 
the tragedy of Ran])ur was significant. Armed forces were brought from distant 
parts of India and a large concentration of troops in Orissa proclaimed the might 
m the Paramonut Power. What were these troops supi^osed to do ? There was 
no rebellion, no violent aggression. The starving i^asantry fled at their approach 
and the State of Ranpur became an uninhabited wilderness. It is sidd that some 
trouble was feared from the bai'kward jungle tribes the Gonde. Was the British 
Army in such numbers required to face the bows and arrows of these poor 
backward countrymen of ours ? But the Gonds have done nothing and will not 
do anything aggressive unless they are goaded by intolerable misery. They have 
to be met gently and their grievances removed. But the way of im))eriaiism is 
different It was not the possibility of any ac'tion by Gonds that brought the 
armed hosts to Orissa. The troops came to overawe the |)easantry of the States 
and to strengthen the Rulers in opposing their demands. They were utilised to 
suppress the movement for freedom. This was an intervention of the most flagrant 
kind on behalf of the Paramount Power on the side of tyranny and corrupt 
administrations. Every one knoa*s that some of the States in Orissa are the worst 
and most degraded of their kind in India. 

Quite apart from Ranpur and long before the murder of Major Bamlgette. 
there, tyrannicid administrations of Dhenkanal and Talrber had oppressed their 
people to such an extent that a great exodus had taken pla(*e from these States. 
From twenty to thirty thousand persons had crossed the boundaries cl the States 
and entered die Province of Orissa. A demand came from the Rulers for the 
extradition from the Province to the States of the leaders of this exmiis, so that 
they might be made to suffer for their opposition to the State administration. This 
demand was supported by the British authority. It was a demand, which no 
Congress Ministiy could agree to without losing honour and betraying our comrades 
in the States and being false to our. principles. We do not wish to shield any 
one who is guilty. We are })erfectly prepared for a full enquiry. But the enquiry 
that is needoa is an enquiry into offences and maladministration and oppression 
of the Dhenkanal and Talcher State Governments. It is these State authorities 
that should be tried for the sorrow and misery that they have brought on their 
pe(^e. 

The Major States 

^^Ilie Governments of the major States have been apt pupili in some ways 
of British Iinjierialism. Among other things they have learnt the art of utilising 
communal difierenecs to chock popular movements. In Travaneore, a powerful 
people's movement is opiHMMxl and sought to be diBi*reditcd on the plea that it is 
a communal movement, coiiMsting mainly of Christians ; in Kashmir, the popular 
movement is called communal because it is largely Muslim in composition mq 
H ythwaliad, it is said to be communal because it is predominantly Hindu, pe 
demands put forward on briinlf of these several movements might be; as they 
Indeed are, wbotiy national with no communal tinge or bias in them but Home 
axeuse has to be ioaild to discredit and oppose them and the plea, of eommunalism 
is a ttseful one* 

Hy^abad and Kashmir are the two premier Statea in IntUa and we might 
have lulled that w^ld set an example to the other States hy introducting irm 
institutions «nd Respqoaible Government. Uuhappily both are exceedingly pacx- 
waid, politidilly ana Aoeially^ Hyderabad is a prMominantly Hindu State wim * 
Muriim roii^ class ; Ka^mit is predominantly a Muslim Stale with a Bmau 



-16 m. W 3 


FBESIDENTIAL ABDBEB8 


d«iM. jBofli (bin praent «be Mme at pmblemi and botb have (1 m ■ 


ji j MiuuuK w*« wiB—cB, uiii«i«cT. inaastnai me'kwud- 


wretcli^iiet«i 



«u wo wTc .pnHmoiy uie lowest lefel ot civu 

In Indw, and lately ;^taitton has & 4^wn to the piohibition of even 
whfl^oua ceren^iM. levd iil Hyderabad it not the reaction to any aenes- 

live inovament but has been for long the normal state of affairs. ^ 


Cba&qe or ComiDHALiaM 

® States such conditions should 

of them .poplar movements shonld 
l^is took place in Kashmir first and later in 
inch movements should affect thegreat maiority 
Kashmir and the Hindus in Hyderabad: If. 
’ra a certain communal tinge to KM^n with, it 
. ^ popular movemente represent- 

PP the urge of the masses and gicir (Elective was a national one, which would 
bnna rdief and progress to ail. To condemn them as communal movements was 
to blind one^f deliberately to the facts, and for the minority groups in either 
Btate to lend colour to this condemnation was to injure their own cause. For this 
meant that the minority was opp(^ to freedom and progress and clung in to 
some petty special privileges which it was thought tlmt the present regime gave it 

As a matter of fact the two movements progressively developed on national 
lines, and in Kachmir, I am glad to say, a numner of wise and far-seeing Hindus 
and Sikhs threw their weight on the side of the popular movement and supported 
the ‘National Demand’ which asked for Besixmsible Government I am sure that 
in Hyderabad many far-seeing Muslims will do like-wise. The leaders ot these 
movements in both the States realise the extreme importance of steering clear of 
communaliam and have tried to do so. They must not weaken at any moment in 
this, or else they will injure their cause. The minorities must also realise tlmt it 
is inevitable that Responsible Government will come to the Btates, and freedom 
will bring rich gifts for them as much as for the others. To oppose this struggle 
of the people or to be passive siiectators in it is to ))rove unworthy of and false to 
the future that beckons to us all. Because Hyderabad and Kashmir have essentially 
the same problem, though it has a different complexion in each, it should not be 
difficult to coneider the two together and to offer the same solution, in so far as 
minority rights are concerned. That solution should be in keeping with the broad 
principles liud down by tbe Congress and must fit in with Responsible (Sovemment. 


It is diatresslng that in tbef 
prevail. It was natural that in 
grow up and spread to the masses. 
HydenuMuL It was inevitable that i 
of the population— the Muslims in 
under the circumstances, they shos 
was not surprising. Even so they < 


Hyderabad Satyagbaha Suspension 
In Hyderabad a peculiar situation arose sobm time back which 
producing a certain confusion in the public mind. 


resulted in 
Ibe State Congress was declared 


an illegal organisation although its aotivity w'as the perfectly pea^ul and ^sbtu- 
tional one or enrolling members and strengthening its organisation. But the State 
has been nurtured in the traditions of the mediaeval age and even ^s was wjecM 
to and stopped. The Stote Congress thereupon ^ justifiably refused to agree to 
ban andf attempted to carry on their activities. This involved pea^ful Satyajsraha 
and hnndr^ suffered under it. About tbe same time or a little later, a roigiy s 
organisaiioa and a communal organisation also stprted some kind of bamgn^ 
In the case oi the rdigious organisation the reasra was the v « 

authoritieii of certain religious ceremonies wd 
monly practised all over India. It is astoDishing that the 
taken thte step, which strikes at the root of rriigious }“ 

counter to the professed principles of e\*ery one. It was nstoi^ JSSSS 

cause resentment. Buf it was unfortunate that Satyagraha should 
on this basis at that time. This confused the issue and gave m wum toW 
State authorities to put the demand for PoHticid fr^m m 

idl the Mpetu oTthe the State 


careful consideration ot an me asperw ui me ^ 

viart to auapend ita SiMatcraha ao that toe poJitosl suanmded theS 

with comnuinal and idiKiotta ooea. The btate tm 

tatyegrriM. In ^ o^’toie, the Hyder.b»i 

toe giaoa lo nteaae the Batyagiabi priaoncra or to remove toeir exHasHomary ran 



lit THB SM1W nOPlJ^ [LimaiAiri- 

m Ihe otfMikiitlDtt. Uateteiiatdy the eommunel end rdSisioiie Setjegiidie wee 
eOBtliieed hj the other orginiMtioiii end the oomnmnel eei^i of the queetion be- 
OMtte iattDtmed end ooiiflra took pleoe in tiie dietant parts ot India. Those responsi- 
ble lor it Mid little heed to the oonseqnenoe of their notion, nor did they realise 
dtal n pmiar movement is an organic growth from bdk»w and cannot be artificially 
imposed aem dbove. As a resnit of this, the political morement for freedom has 
leeelved n aetheok and the emnmnnal ismie dominates the scene. 

In Kashmir alsa the dril disobedience campaign was suspended last year to 
idle a ehaaoe to. the State anthorities to retrace thdr steps and remedy some of the 
eeils they had done. But they lack wisdom and grace also and in spite cl this 
■ospenaion, hundreds of ciTil disobedience prisoners, including the leader of the 
aHnement Shaikh Mohammad Abdullah, continned in prison, and the infamous 
oidinanoe known as Notifioslion 19-1^ as well as the B^tious Mee^ Act of 
IfilA fnn<rtions. 

It la ^Tious that both in Kashmir and Hyikrabad, eaisting conditions cannot 
be put up with and if Um State anthorities continue to act in the manner they 
have so wr done^ .a resumption of civil diaobedienoe will become inevitable. 


A Guat Gadbb 

None of us wants oonfiict, but in this dissolving age conflict surrounds us at 
eveiy aim and the world rattles back to chaos and the rule of brutal violence. 
None of us wants this chaos in India, for that is no prdude to freedom. 
Tet while we recognise that our strength grows, the forces of disruption 
and disintegration, of communalism and provincialism, of irresponsibility and narrow- 
mindedneas also grow. We have to remember that British Imperialism, thon^ 
weiteing at its centre^ is still a formidable exponent, and freedom will have lo m 
puebaied by many a straggle. Neither we nor any one else in the world can view 
fibe fntnre light-heartedly, mr the present m full m sorrow and disaster, and (he 
iwiwMMiut* fatnie of the world is wrapped in gloom. Yet in India there are .gleams 
of hope though dark donda ssasil ns. And the brightest of these ravs cornea from 
the newly awakened pecqile of the States. We, who presume to shoulder the bunleu 
of their etrnggle, have a heavy responsibility aro it will require all our courage and 
onr wisdom to ^soharge that faithfully. Strong language will not hdp us ; it Is 
often a of weakneea and a aubatitute for action. It is action that is demanded 
to^y, inse and effective action, which takes ns speedily to onr goal, oontroki the 
faces of disruption, and builds up the nnilpd India of our dreams. Petty gains 
and advantages mi^ lure ns from time to time, but if they come in the way m ihe 
larger o^Uve^ tii^ must be rejected and swept sway. In the excitement of the 
^ may leu indtned to forget our principles ; if we surrender to this indi- 
nntfam, we do so sA our peril. Car amee is a great one, so must onr meins be 
above xepiMclu We play for high etakes, let us be worthy of them. Great cauees 
and littie man go ID fatether. 

Qomsimm AesmiBLT or All-Ivdia Fboplb 


The freedom of the people of the States is a big enough thing, yet it is part 
of the taenr fmedom of India, and till we gain that larger freedom, it ie struggle 
lor na. If the PedetatioB is imposed upon ns, we ahsU fight it and sweep it away. 
Whatever fae Britiali Bower intmrvenes against the people in the States, we abdl 
have to laee It The time when the final solution has to come—a Cons- 

titnsnt Assembly of all the Indian peopk, iraming the constitution of a free and 
dfiMirtiir India. The States^ People*! Omieienee bai done good work in the pest 
hut iUs has bean only a fraction of the work it might have done. It must turn to 
fas e faci s Bl orgMiisitioii of aU its aetivitiM so that H m^t bscooM a dearing 
I isr nil tiiat pertdns to the States^ and a aourte of bm and inspirsition to sU 
I in ttn Mriale. It wnmt help in hiding up Praja Mandals or 
I In faeotatea. It must take care to ateer dear of all cononu- 
i it niM t » abava all, remember, and make otfaurs member, that non- 
„ ia faa bntia of fab atnggfa 

ft b tm fiialiofd tetniie that la tide etniggb wa have the hacking of the 
_ li^ni^faa* eiqqwrtof ha leaSEk Moat cheering of all b the 
fafaf liiadliti ua. 
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Mwda]^ Moat ^ the resolnticnfis vhicK' enieiiEed from the 
** Hjfderrfwi^swluttoB 


IT on eivU libertim lor to-morrow’s swHion. 

Frpmiiimt lemltei were prwent, includh.K Dr. KiMiIew and screml 

Jailnlii IDUm, and Mr. feianudar Daa.^ ‘ ^ 

Meaaagea, wMiiuK tim Cqnlercnce 


“ Hyderabad delegates w^ 


tSirajul HaatMui, Mr. 

Apart from 

in the States' Pec. 

arrirM In Ludhijma w niiraeiimie m me pnxwdinKS as Hyderabad deleicatM wm 
u<rt allowed J»y the PrMiaent *9 1®** the deliberations, as they were not bona Kda 
'**‘?^***' *e® ‘9 l'^«ce Utcir case before tlie CoXtm" 

as independent members, lo Oils, they declined to agree and withdrew. 

j ®«ikot “0“ 0‘Hr atrngple and eon- 

*^51?^ Si? breach by the lhakore baheb of his atnwmeiit with SardarVallabhbhai 
Patel”. Tte confcimioe wished succem to toe iwple of Rajkot in their attei^ 
to achieve Itmponsiblc Government in the State and condemned “toe nnwarrantal 
interference by the Paramount Power in the internal aiiairs of States” and warned 
the Paminount Tower of the grave coitscquences’*. 

Two <^r resolutions, passed by toe Conference, protested against toe arrest 
of Manekhd Varina, Ihadra of the Praja Mandal in Dcoli, by the Mewar itolice in 
toe iiinadicton of Aimer-Merwara, and against toe ban placed on Seth Jamnalal 
Baiai’s entn* into Jaipur and congratulated Seth Jamnalal Rajaj on his viudicaUon 
**01 the civil libcrticfl of the i^sople of Jaipur”. 

The resolution on Travaticore atlairs, as passed by the Working Committee at 
Delhi, was ^pted without any change. 

l*ro|^iiig the Kujkot resolution, Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya drew attention to 
the sigtiiiicaiice of tlic Itajkot agitation, which was enhanced by the arrest of isfiimati 
Kttstiiribai Gandhi, and declared that what was hapi^ening in Bajkot to-day would 
bap\)cn in some other ti^tate to-morrow. 

t^upiKirtiiig the resolution, Mr. Chudgar described the course of negotiations 
between t^ardar Vallnbhbhai Tatel and 8ir Patrick Cadcll ond felt that the Tara- 
inouiit Power was now measuring swords with the Congress indirectly through the 
States for testiug its strciiLth to rcjtx't the Federation. 

Dr. Lohia proposed the Jaipur resolution, which, in the modified form, protest- 
ed against the lines of administration in the States and the ban on Seth Jamnalal 
ba)4*8 entry, appr<K*iated the resolve of the Praja Mandal for conducting Satyagraha 
till it obtained civil liberty. 

This resolution was adopted with one dissentient. . , l * 

The Conference adopted, all standing, a condolence rerolution on the death of 
various State workers, including Messrs. Mani Sluuikcr I'rivedi, General Secretary 
of the All-India States’ People's Conference, Manilal Kotbari, a pioneer workert 
A. V. Patwardban, Provincim SeiTctary for Maharashtra, and others. 

Mr. Sirajul Ha8$an dealt with the various grievances of the Kashmir subi^ts. 
Mr. Jailalji Khilam, supi^orting the resolution on the subject, explained the nation- 
al demands put forward by his National Party to the Government and urged the 
need for reaitoDsible Government to the State. • • .iv 

The Confereuce pumed • rmolution uppiecmUng toe politual awakening m-toe 
vaiiouB 8tatci all over India and the eflorta of all public viorkers in toow 
States to rouse in the masses a sense of their political wid economic rights, urged 
those workers to organise constructive work such as khadi, prohibition, communal 
unity and the establishment of mass contact. . , , .. « . Aia»<iia 

By another resolution, the Conference cpngmtulntcd the Raja Saheb of Aund^ 
who recently had introduced Refornm in hit State, and urged the other smaller 
Btatca in tlm country to fidlow auit. 


SiaoMlont— Thbd Day-LndUami-lTth. Ftonaury 1*W 

..ATar 8Si2iS:’’ssr rsia"«SJTlsi aiarsajs 

woliitionn nUtbiB to the vaitoui 6ta(ea> 
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mt BSATOf nonjns oonivbekob t umuia-^ 


Hw fMolatlM « HydnM ««• adoptad, iaflorpontiag ifr. HumU Aknad 
Ph% awaiidaMit, rtatiM that tta Coafamea macf titaoptolaa <>•> flu SatTyfca 
lii JGIjdanbad, atartai wffli tha obiaak of (Mac laUKhwa diaabiUtlaa munHiwm 
iMfectaM aa It t aa da d to hava aowaaal w p a w aawcii a and ta«a a ptati rt ta tha 
Blan ta m pgim tha wmaMat for Baqntaibla Otnmt a mA aadac aovac of 


BpaiJriai oa tta laaoiatiom Madvl Mahonad SiMad and Ifr. Goflad Bao 
diiorilMd il ^glh tliB flito of tflUio in tlio Hjdoiibid Bteto oftrti of Ihi 
fltala OeaiNaa S» baiac aboat nlonaa ia fra Stala adaahrtatwfrai. 


flnutwi fiooi tofoiil 8 totii YontOilod tliobr grioftnM Ib Hm oonxoo of dii* 
aaaate ae fra oaudbn molafrm. lahtlu ta fra Paaiab Btataa. Iba^iaaolatiaB 
dapkndfra baefcamd aoaditioBa pnfaOiig la fra Pmifr StatOL acndamiiad fra 
* V aB a Bj D B * fran aad fra natiietiooa tatpoA <m fra paople’a aettAaaaad app w l a d 
ta fra paopla ta aqpuiaa fraMttm te fra viadteaSaa U fraic itlbta. Iba Ooa* 
danaea faifrar bald that ue panoBBal aad taaau of lafaraMt of frit flowHitttaaa 

w «!>..««- ftjs 

antafrai froat fra lead Plata 


Maadak 


that fa aidar to auka fra lafom aehaaaaa aeoaptabk 
waia rit taai fanriag adaqaata rapraatnUttoa froat fra 


Pfraoriag fra laaotafria oa taaaliaa, Mv, Ohadgar gaotad frata a aafabai of 
deiaiiaaiii aad aaid frat fray prorad frat aaata cf fraat oalj paaridad fgi mtad 
aaaaallaliaa. 

Wfadag ap fra paoeeediaiat Ifr. laadMild Nahn aaaooaoad fra pafaoaaal 
of fra flfamirng Oaaaaalttaa aaf daeliiied frat, noir frat frag had fra Ooanittaah 
frag traold ba abla ta aang oa frair aolMtiai wifr addad Tfaoor. Ee ^padad lac 
taaiiilal aa^taaea aa aa ta nfra fra oagantaafrai aalf-oopporijag. 
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Indian Science Congress 

T««iitysiztli Scnioii— Lahore— 2nd. Jaanaiy 1939 
hwUaami 

T!w twcntyrixth twdoD ot tlu Indian Bdcnoe ConmM met it 
on the Sad. Janaary 1H9 under the presidentship of Dr. j. C, Ohoth of Dioea. 
In the course of his address, Prof. Qhosh said : 

^Eleven years ago. Professor Bimonsen was called to this ofBce. and in the oonrse 
of his address, he suggested that the chemists of India should study more intensirely 
the wealth of naturarmaterials that lay at their doors, and derote less time to 
the study of problems of only theoretical interest. In the decade that has passed 
since Professor Bimousen made this Sequent appeal, the organic ohemiste of India 
have made many important contributions to pur knowledge in this firid." 

After refernng to the work of Indian scientists in rarious branches of 
chemistry, Prof. Ghosh proceeded 

*^1 must confess that the section of phyucs and mathematios has to its credit 
more far-reaching discoveries than the seoiion of chemistry. I need only mention 
the Raman Effect, the Saha theory of thermal ionization in strilar systems and 
the Bose Statistics. I should like to strew hm one great obstade to progress, 
which the chemists of India have not yet been able to remove. ChemisU are apt 
to describe themselves as the most painstaking of all animaii^ot even the ass 
executed. It is more true of their science thah that of any other, that mnnmerable 
exnmments must be performed, innumerable facts observed, catalogim correlated 
and classified before an important generalization be made <w t^ stractore of 
a new conception of the phenomenal wyld cm be raise^ But life is short and 
science is long. Hence it is. that we find that outstodin(( dimverim in chemu^ 
have in recent years been made in labomtones, irhere inspiring leadendup has 
been associated with large-scale team wort. The paper m ^ synthesis ud 
constitution of vitamin 0 appwufed from the Birmingham laboratoi^ under the 
joint authorship of a team^. of seven workers. Bu^ t«»:work is. howjor yet 
MmDaratively unknown in India. It is to be deplored th^ the idea of dose 
^^tion among the scientific workeil has not taken a firm root in the Indian 
^ it due to the fact, that the tradiUonal religious^, atimphm of India 
t^hes a child to ^ self-centred, to be complete withm hunsdf and to work out 
his own salvation, unaided and in isolation ? 

‘^en again, I am told, that a tradition has grown up in some instftntions, 
that the senior member of the staff is given credit for seniorimthorship to a 
^t publication, independent of any consideration of ■hw be may have 
in the planning and execution of the work. This, if troe. is unfortuni^ for 
& highmt spirit of co-opermtion, loyalty and devotoon cwi^ 

^M&ere of imps^al yastioe and deeMt sympathy and goodwdL Notwi^tan^g 
thme Cndicaps. there are pointers to 4e road rf sucoess. In the Pflmj^dey* 
Sir C V. Raman was Professor m Oalcutto one could easily feel that m 
MVidtATAtorv' the researcher had become forgetful of sdf and mtocuul only of 
note, with Dleaam the obeer^ .0* Sir Jolm l&iid 
Sa^PwfeMtwMnkherjeetofort^toinhariM lenued tto help el » .«< 

dSlledi^ deroted worker., in hU,TCMUi^ on wd j^loid. Anj ettnd xMte 
Si Indim publicrtlon. in chemiito wiU not I«1 to toe. th*twork of eanAfai^ 
nine h« been done during the liwt decade. He wiU obaenre, howew. Aet.it u 
tito^ndiridnal entermiM in reMMch, rather than n m eg ni dee m t teun. work to am 
• f^menU in&leni, which hu been np till now. the our aetiritito 

Lit for cNBler efforte and higher echievementa we ifaonld .0 andeairoar to 
huamrate an era of eotoperation in ell onr entorom 

}^SLta< .?^t[USrS«iMyel<>raneted w tM ow aeiidaa^ ktantadat AmU 
^ todiroSS ftoto pnetied .Aire. We n flonti^ Bonone ^ 
oi todudeal ehe mh^ ; ead the gutM ,of 
Mdge of coMinnwInatinii bilwosa adentisti 


, BbabugiB hw peo^^ 


•Hi MM. 9B ] 


THE mBIDEMTlAL ADn nii-ap 


tiHUi in tlw ^raCCMmitte of raneawW 


*** rafmrimhTr”- ,«>d induitry b«««r iwMwrmUil 

'The Goireniment of Indian have, 


* jSdSL ComSLi^M 

Md«tly _lo^ forward to a state of a^ in wK £ 


hii 

__^ver8itM will ^ot only initiate agricultural research but wUl dso untot£ 
reawrch, the impor^ of which is brought to thrir nottee 
frpertm enta of agricultuT^ rad haa been steadily krat in view oy the 

Impcri^ Ooyual of Agncnltural .B^rch. We have alrea^ ref err^ to to 


Pro^eaeoiw Dhar ind Mukherj’ee. With to idd. of fuiids provided by 
^ ooundU loDg-niige bc^hm of research are in progress in the statisticii 
Itoratory mfessor Ma^anc^is at Calcutta, in to chemical laboratories at 
Daeea, and in to ^tanieal lavatories of Agra, Madras and Benares. The 
cotton technologic^ laboratory at Bombay, the Institute of Cotton Breeding at 
Indore, to Imperial Institute of Sugar Technology at Cawnpore, to cane breSliiiK 
itatioo at CoMibatore. to ]ute technological laboratory at Calcutta and the 
agmnltnral research laboratory for inte at Dacca are notable ezamplra of to 
Bolicitnde of the Central Government n>r meeting to research rertuirements of 
valnable money crops. Beseaiches on forest products have been organised in 
Ibrest Beoearch Institute at Dehra Dun and the Lac Besearch Institute at BandiL 
The work tot is being done in these institutions hmi gone far to refute the 
ailention tot Indian chemists are doing little to hdp indust^. Take, for instanoe, 
the lac indnstry. Besearehea are in progress under Dr. H. K. Bra, relating : (a) 
to better methods of washing stick-lsc to produce high grade seed-lac, (b) sraarstion 
of pure lac reun from ordinary ahellac, (c) bleaching of Lm, (d) recovery of refuse 
lac, and (e) production of moulded articles for electrical industry and household 
use. With aynwtio resins, like bakeiite, having entered the field, it is certain 
that severe competition is ahead. But now that science has bera linked to this 
industry, we may hope with greater confidence, that the lac indust^ of Cbota 
Nagpur will not meet witii the same fate as the indigo cultivation of Bihar. 

*At Dehra Dun, to *Ascu’ process of Mr. Kamesam which fixes arsenic and 
copper in wood through the agency of chromium salts has given rim to a wood 
preservation industry. The researches of Dr, S. Krishna on ^hedra have helpra 
Baluchistan in organizing the trade in this drug. Of particidar mtermt is to 
work that is now oeing done there on vegetable tallows. The physical and raemical 
properties of mown tallow and sal butter have been studied, s^ . 
recommend^ as admirably suited for yarn sumg. It is estimatra tot k^t 
400,000 maonds of these tallows can be put in to market and owing to 
chraper coat of production, toy are expected to displace Mimal talVs 
induatrial purposes. Nor should we forget to mention that 
on proper utilization of such forest products ra bamV and 
in to establiahmrat of several paper fsetones ; and the time “ ^ 

country will be producing enough p^p tom these raw “**^*)® S DaSS 
^growing demand for paper, D^ Chaudhury and Thev have 

have made extensive studies on the properties of the jute V®*. -^“®y W® 

found tot colour can 

the tensile strength and 

Jttte nitro^luioae can be uukw w* oi.^w -- w/w.™ , iii 

Its lower visoosity and high ralubility, it would be more usciui 





industry. It has Tieen : 

ton, and Dr. Barkar, ~ - .. 

^ted attention to this observation, m 
ting in central stations for the production of high grade nores. 


for to laoqura 
aalvantod 

has drawn 

controlled ret- 
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THE IHHXAN BOffiNOB OONOBBBB 


I 


^ . ] of Eui AiaiQullBfil OomniMoii, witfi s ^kw to Ittiogliig eat la bdUbr niM 
tbeeM iafflbmee miOi irUcki^ teeomwndatftoiit Indka ladattrki 

OoBUBukiioo bate bom aeodood by tbe CSeatnl Ooferamoat MimSi wm empted of 
tho poUegr bdd dbvn by tbo ef ladk in 2915^ ander tbo ttrom A irir« 

Ibefe Indm mmld ooaikkr bonMlf mtiaod te doauuid tho atmoit bdp irbMi 
bor Qofmmaat ooald atfbid to enable boor to make bar pfoper plaee in 
tte mid aa a mamtlBoUiriiig eonntry. Bat thoao kiaoDa of tbo war wm 
toon tecottea, end all that baa bom odUerod io tbo oatting up of aa 

ladaatdal Boaeondi Boimo. oonlndBiig wUb the aid of aa Adviaoi^ Oom- 
miueob a amall soaeaidh labdratoiv attaobod to the Teat Home at AHpoNL The 
report of dik fiaieau lor 1937*d8 ia a miaeroblo docaamit oompaied with tbo 
eoneoponding report of tbo Imperial Oounoil of Agriealiaral BeoaardL 1 ahoold 

not bo^^mkaadeiatood. I bate no oomidaint againot the poraonnel,. bat only 

agalnat tbe atepmotherly tnatment meted out to induatrial xaaaaimi la die 

eoiintiy« 

dioald we loiget that many groat leodera of public opinion baTO bom 
ao impreaaod by tbe erila of the modern emitaliatic world that they have not 
beaitatod to declare that the Intyodaction into India of the acientific and technical 
metboda of the weat abonld be naiated ; that it k no buatnoaa of goremment to 
•abaidiae blaiier aokntifle reaearcb; tboae who employ acientido men or exiMt 
tbrir reoearmea ahonld pay for their trriniog and provide them with kcilitiea for 
work. The forcea of pebuo. minion and of Government rarely Join banda in thia 
eoontry, bnt mm of acimoe round to their dismay, that this miracle was gdng 
to hi^pm in thk inatanoe. It waa letred that hnman aodety in India would in 
tho ma cmtallke Into a oommoni^ of artiaana and peaaanta. It ia therefore with 
great relief and thankagiving that we wricome the reaolntion paaaed at the con- 
Inmce of the provincial Miniateri of Induatriaa recently held at Ddihi that the 
prohlenai of tN>verty and nnemploymmt, of natkoal defence and economic regmera* 
non in genem, cannot be ooived without induotrializatUMi; and ao a step_ to ouch 
Indnstrialiaatkm, a natkmal planning committee ehould be eet up which will 
lonnnlate compreheneive echmiee for the development of indnetriee in India. 

^As aa indkpeneable adinnct to tlue planning eommieeton there ehould be 
get up an All-lndia Connell cd Brientific and Induetrial ' Beeeardi with fnnctioiui 
and powera ainiilar to those mtmoted to the Department of Bckntifie and Induatrial 
Beaearch in Great Britain. In India, however, men and thinga get, ao eaaily and 
without duaatioiiing, under offidai control tiiat it would be a^ to quote here 
the following oboervatione of Lord Butherford :->Tn Great Britain the reroouai* 
bility for planning the programme of reaearch evm when the coat k directly 
borne by the Government raata with reaearcb cooncila and oommiUeea who ere 
not theouidvee Btate eervante^ but dktii^lelied repreamtativee of inire aeienee 
and industry. It ie to be hoped thet is any comparable organimtion were eet 
iro in IndbL there will be m fmoper repreemtotion of edmtafic mm from the nniver- 
ritki and ako of the iadnatnea concerned*. 

**liideed lor any one who has foUowed the leomt happeninga in thk worid, 
with any attmtion, thk indmarial pkoning for Indk wonld aeem to be long 
Ofwtdna. Now, aaore than ever, a planning on all foonto would ream an urgent 
and immediate aeceaaigr* Hie kaaon of tbe crumbluig empireato and tbe nq>id 
Ike of oonntriea oiganiaed in doaily eameat k jMknt to all but the oblivkaa 
utOffoil If aa iodnatrial and progresrive India appeared a deairabk n eee aai ty 
bi inbi bow modi more urgmt and impemtive wonld anch a task of conaoHdf 
lim of ber intalleetoal and paaterkl leaonrcea appear to all In 1938. But we 
Oilmidaoftm forget raalUki, in oar eeareh for tbe ideal; with tbefnrioua 
taiapo of devalopmmt and eonaoBdarioo all round, the least delay, bowever, m 


tUa ntgmt ladr amy pmre fatal and irrepaiabk in tbe end. Aliaady we are 
lagretmbty kfo fo t^tt^ fortb oar best morte in foie dlraetko,---bat now tl^ 



ibnmtnMy atwabmad ua to the daagen tkk onr dacknme' espoaei m 

we ebonU try fo main on for kat fima by finoed nmrdiea in Uio tndb ^ pragiaai, 
and by n laadika iaijriw to pool ml onr material and intdketual laroarem 
fooam om otm 19^^ It k oovioua that aodi a tremendoua lade eonnot be 
‘ bf lamrim ladaatrklkt% and by private mtaptlie. The utmod 

riontflTbSlllaal wlOi tba Stales wffiba neoeamiy If foal anaceaiii 
lo bi “ 


- — ^ — Hia 

of lelmtifia 
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Utoid •totewaothlp; « “« *»«««»* 

**Xbe uniwmtiM of India haw a neat napomdl^tv to diiehatKe at fhii 
Janetar^ If tlM ptocM of induatrialmtioa ia goinK to be a foneonuudi in 
Ail country it wlH not do for them taPWap an attiti^ of 
form irf nature arej^e endunug wodth ot nuuiUnd, but tac tbe Motion of 
‘’™**’*“* >»® 3* mflUone.itie neoMM 

that bril^t y^g men should be trained up in ever-iaeteadim numben. trim 

me«m aemtamlaim aF connint^ Fttadm laC. Am n ^ ^ 


are capable of tapping thcae sources of wealth. ITie modem young stuSnt of 
science must realise while fundamental theoretical work must ccutinue to be 
tto^bsMS of all wsientifie advance, his subject would lose much of its importance, 
if this training did not fit him for taeUing large-scale problems which arise in 
industries. Simultanoously wifh the devolopmeut of industries, there arises in 


demand in England for well-trained researchers in physii*B had outrun the supply. 
Dr. Hamor, assistant Director of tlie Mellon Institute for IndustrUd Heemrch, mui 
estimated that in 1937. America sneut about 100 million dollars in scieotifio and 
industrial research; and though the expenditure is high, the results have more 
than fidfiUed ezp^tations, even if for a time, some of them may be kept secret. 
Such a consummation may be long in coming to India, but every effort shoiild 
be made to prepare the ground in advance. A very good example of what the 
Indian universities can do in this direction has been shown by Bombay, whete 
under the inspiring leadership of Mr. Ohandarvarkar and the able guidance of 
Dr.. Forster, an Institute of Textile Chemistry and Chemical hkigineering has hem 
established, which in equipment has lew equals. Already sucoessful stoaents have 
so proved their worth, that, I am udd, there is an advance booldug hcom the 
millowneri lor the produeta of this institution. 

*Tt is a wdoome sign of the times that the Indian industrialists are not all 
blind to the value of research as a memis of improving production, and in conse- 
quence^ of increasing the demand. The Tate Iron and Bted Works have led the 
way by the foundation of a magnificent laboratory at Jamshedpur for tte study of 
alloys of icon and steel. The Lala 8riram Trust contemplates establidiikig soon at 
Dellu an Institute on the model of the Mellon Institute of America. The Luxminsia- 
yan Bequest at Nagpur may soon begin to yidd the benefic^l mults which the 
donor so ardently cherished. But when one re^ls ^t most of industnes in 
India are now sheltered by a tariff wall-call it ^ revenue ^ ot proti^ve 
tarii ai you like,— and that a substantial part of the income of the Indian business 
tes acemes to them because of this tariff, one has a rq^t to expect a much 


w XHR nniiuimrntssniBB oomsBEHCB [ Mm«~ 

«• hm itfoHd to fok tor lodfll ^jvtolee, htmm toe intereeto ofindiel. 
4iius and o«maiiHiai hata nol been aabonfinatad to ^oae of tha eoimtnr, and 
baoaiM oondderatioiia of pateiodam and dia praindiooi of xaoe» mtd and ooloor, 
be« «gawi4 to ovai^do the^widir oonaktmtioiit of humanity. Iharaapon 
M ^ worH—tha toagady t^t wa witnaia to tha dasdiig 

aldaa of Sim imd C&itoa, to tha moontam homaa of Abyadniae and to the oon* 
aantratad Satrad in tiM annad eampa ii Entope. 

to jftot enough that mankind ahonld be provided with toola of progaaa. It 
to n much faiggv taak to tea^ them how to naa thaaa toola. Man of adanoa oan- 
iM aaeapa moi^ zaaponaifaitity even for tha evil fruita of their laboara.* The 
€( modm wo^ to cMltog oat to every man of goodwill and undmtandiiig to Join to 
* dtorti with a view to maldng tha minda of men more flesibla and 

adoptao^ with a view to lamoving thoaa narrow prajadioea whidi are choking tha 
patha of piogreaa. Thaaa prefadioaa did not matter much in olden daya, whan cmn- 
mimkatoa ware difficalt-^to fact they ware bom baeauaa of anch toaecaaaibility. 

bHtoy whan incraaaing rapidity cd eommnnieationa to eauaing tha world to 
ahrtok with a dtoomcarttog rapiJUty. thaaa prajudioea apdl diaaater for mankind Wa, 
ra tto oomudon. tharatoia wdooma tha efforta of the Britiah Aaaociation and the 
Amaricaa Aaapdatioa for tiia advanoamant of Bcianoe to mobiliae tha moral forcaa 
m tha world lor promoting batter rdatio na between men and natione, and wa offer 
tiiam our willing oo^peraSon.” 


The Inter-Univeraities Conference 

4lli. Qaiaqiiefiiiuil Searion— Bonbar— l»t. to March 1939 

lungurattog* tha 4th. Quinquennial aaadon of tha Inter-Untveraitiaa Oooference 


The rapid (^alppmant of Uniyaraity education in India in tha laat quarter 
of a century, add Hto Excellancy. had created many problems and the worla-idiak- 
ing events in the same period had made those problems more difficult and compli- 
mted. There was, thermore, to-day greater need than ever lor clear tbinidng and 
to calm and cool courage to the direction of University policy, if what was best 
to to pitolic aspirations of to present age and of to coming generation was 
to be realised. 




to to community rad to to world at lar|^ With such a leavening of character, 
to knowledge a|ra to Icamtog which a Unsverai^ enated to dissemmato achieved 
ttor best and fnlleat purpose. "In these chanmg conditions", continued His 
Exoijlli^, "kt ua be vm what a Univursity £omd be and for what it should 
esist It mnat^ I wpnld say, remcin a seat m learning nnd enlture, a centre to 
oo-oidtoatuig knowledge and to fesulto of learning in itt hroadest sense." 

Con toning;, ^ Itoodlency sidd that to University was a bulwark tot pre- 
•ecvid what had bena done and aought to adapt easily and without too mudi 
idcdcoe^u^ wim moet beneficial in to doctrines that came from to world of 
eetun* "The modem world, itother or not it escapes to more vkdent oataatroidiea 
bae to toe eoitoiioato to no less formidable threat of to wpt&i and bustle and 
topiestiM efJIfe.^ A| to more essentiaL torafore, to guard Universities as re- 
fnim efJmN^^^ MM thought" ]kis Eaodlency added. 

Besrihg toplw^ into, he would amphasiw to dangers of pitfochislism 

® ^ encouragement of purely local interest, 
when tort waa with a broader and more generous ideal of to 

cultod imMtoto The Qovemor rdtarated his Mief 

^ is in aU free countries, to seat where free- 


Reioliitloiit 

„ iy««i •* Ae la.t ^y of ^ Contenace, on Ote M. 

liMfW *•••• *• w»8 mol^ that tha medium of metruction at the different etaires it 


01 inamcnon anouia oe isngiMn or any other modern Indian limguaee. 'Jhe iitera- 
ime of ^ rwpective Indian, languages should be sui ably enriched. Instruction 
and work in all KSMtch institurions should be in English, except where modern 
Indian languages had been used for a special purpose. 

Another rmlutioa dioved npeeial Bubiects of stody Bnitable for women as an 
dtenintiTe at dm Intennediete and Degree Btages, provided they did not cover 
moie than one-uiiid of the conree ; and that each Univermty ahould have an ad> 
Tisory body for women’s education. 

Militaij science and training as optional subjects for the Degree course was 
thought desirable ; the conference requested the Government of India to provide 
neater facilities lor sudbi military training by offering the services of Military 
Officera for the XJ« T. G., which should be extended to coH^es and Universities. 

It waa further sesolved that B. Com. Degrees shoi^la be recognised as one of 
the qualiffcatioDS for the B. L. and LL. B. course in Indian Universities as wril 
aa for L. Ta, B. T« or B. Ed. courses. 

It was recommended that political science should be given grater importance 
in the !• 0 . B. examination and shonld be given a place m competitive examina- 
tions for the Accountants, Police and Customs services. 


The confesenoe considered the qoesrion of the pari^ of University examination 
to fadlitate the migration of pnpils from one University to another. It was 
lesolTed that, as the Wardha scheme had not so far taken a definite and final 
shape, it was not pojHuble to pronounce an opinion as to how it should be 
ooEirailated to Univwuty courses of study. 

To make the technology courses a success, there should be planned schemes 
of eoonomie development and the Universities shonld establish close contacts with 
the oommercial and induatrial organisations in this country. 

It waa lenlved that it be represented to the Government of India that 
nemitamBt to Uie Indiaa MedlGal Service should be only by compet^ve test and 
Indian degma ■bonM be aiven the same status and rocofo>ition as degrees 

of Britidi VwkmaB^ 


The S. 1. Adult Education Conference 

AuhmI Sewio«--M«idr«i— I2tk. to 14th. JamMiy 1938 


Tht Wakoam AMnm 


m aMfli laffiu Adult Biucudon CoufwCTM twymmeri ite ^ ^ 

Mmm !•» •» the TJnivewi^ Eiunita^ HbU, Matai. Mr. 



4M THE 8. i. ADTTLT EDUOATTON CONFERENCE [ IIADSAB-- 

Western cocmUieB was largely ooiicemeit' with tlio provision of educational 
lectlitiee through estonsioii le<;turce and tutorial ctassea for literate adulta who had 
not gone through a rc^ilar cottrao of University study, iu onler to enable them to 
Improve themadves either professionally or eurturaliy. In India, however, where 
over 90«per cent of the iiopulation was illiterate, the conception of adult education 
must necessarily be wider and cover a more varicil programme than that followed 
in the West *^My own view’* Mr. Rungnua^ham said, **is that the liquidation ol 
adult illitera^ should occupy a very prominec.t idnce in any programme of adult 
education in India. litei’acy. it is tnie, is not ciiucation, but it is a rocans to an 
eveieOntinuiiig process of self-education and would ]>rovide a sound foundation for 
the success df all our schemes of rural reconstruction. 1 was much impressed with 
the methods of teaching adult illiterates advot^atod by Dr. Laiibacli, who has achieved 
remarkable results in his literacy work in tlie Ihilij^pincs. Home such simple and 
elective method of teaching aiiuhs to read and write has to lie deviscil if we are to 
achieve any large rocasuie ol success in the near future. Successful experiments 
have been made by some in reganl to the tcai'hin;^ of Tamil, and I would ap|)eal to 
teacdiers and others to carry on further research in this direction. But in aildition 
to some easy method of teaching iliiteratcs, tlic great need of the hour is a large 
body of voluntary helpers. The .need for ailuU otiucation has long existed in our 
country, but it is oidy now that it is seen to cxinstitnte an urgent niul pressing 
appesd. The next step is for groups of persons kin<llc<l by the desire for service, to 
respond to the esU and embark on this great social effort'*. 

*T would therefore urge 'the formation In our schools and colleges of Associa- 
tions of students and teachers who are imbued with the desire to undertake the 
work of adult literacy. In urban nrc:i8, the work could be started at once amoag 
labourers and industrial workers. Night schools or sidiools during the holidays may 
be started in which the members of the Association may undertake to teach adult 
illiterates. Short courses of leotutes on subjects of gcucral interest could also be 
given from time to time. 

'Tn rural areas, it would be necessary to arrange for c.xcursions during holidays 
for esteblishing educational or social centres for the Deiiedt of the villager, 

*^Adalt educational work in India, must necessarily be many-sided, and in rural 
areas, particularly* it should embrace all aspects of the life and work of tlic villagers. 
It should offer not only opiH>rtiinitic8 for general culture, but aim also at improving 
the practical etficiem^v of the village worked. There is need therefore for co-ordina- 
ting the work ol all welfare associations and agencies which have for their object 
the uplift of the masses. In this great task of assisting in the siireiwl of litenu'y 
among adults and in stimulating and organising educational ana social work for 
the benefit of the rural and urban masses, there is room for amateur efforts in social 
service as well as for work by trained experts* The University would be willing to 
eo-operate both with Government and with other voluntary organisatioiis in tliis 
national effort to improve the well-being of the common man. It has already issued 
an appeal to the colleges to form social service leagues of teachers and students for 
tim purpose of liquidating adult illiteraey in their immediate neighbourhood. It 
would be glad to institute vacation lectures in approved adult literacy metboda for 
^ benefit of students and teachers. 

*Tt would also be preimred, in consultation with Government, to institute a course 
of sqaiai study and training for those who wish to equip themselves for welfare 
imm among the masses. It would be willing, I am sure, to encourage schemes for 
the poduction of suitable literature for new literates and for the expansion of the 
libnry movement in rural areas. 

’This Conference will, 1 adi glad to And, discuss many important aspects of 
the pioblm of adnlt education. In such a wide and many-sided movement as that 
of adult 'eduealhm, it is necessary that we should be clear in r^ni to our dims, 
and the methods to be adopted to suit our varying purposes. It is also necessary to 
have smteble omanlsations for carrying' out the work and a certain measure of 
financial support But more Important than all these is an ardent spirit of service 
In all those wno will engage in this great work. A real missioiiary seal is necessary 
if the Adult EdueMiPh movement is to spread and meet with a large measure oi 
snecesi. I hoiie dnr :^ucated young men and women wiU respond to this call for 
national service. Maw education is the greatest and moPjt urgent .neeti in oiir coun- 
try to-«iay. Adult education te the chid means by which we can raise, the ^ 
moral %nd luteHeetuai level of the massw, improve national efiiciency and build up 
dtiwRi^p* I may be permitted to point out to our young men that in respondinK 
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tMr oMditkmB Riun<!d by penonal contacts ^th thJL Adfft wSt ^ 

bring them into such living contact with their undcr^rivilmed^ufiSf^tw ^ 

The Iiuii%iinit .%ddrMt 

. (Fcotm 8. -drunrfciZe, Prcuicleitl of the llieosophical Society, in the coarse 

of his inaugunl address, said that adult education was of the first importance to the 
progras of the country. J^ne of the fundamentals of adult education was that they 
must go to the p^ple and take tlicm in the conditions in which they lived and try 
to help to hve hapniCT and more pros|wous lives. If this was done, it did not 
matter wliat kind of ^ucation they imparted from the standioiiit of actual literacy. 
There was a filing tlmt the three ll’s, reading, writing and arithmetic, were tfie 
Msential ingredients of a real system of education. For his own part, he had not 
that tremendous faith in these. He felt that the spirit of 8er\uce was the first 
ingit^wt of a true national system of education. The inculcation of the spirit 
of simplicity in life was the second ingredient. If they could stimulate these two 
principles in their educational institutiiMis. then the spirit of learning would come 
and the students would be able to do constructive work. 

I>r. Amndiile, proceeding, said that he very much appreciated the remarks of 
the Vicc-Chaiu'cllor that students of schools and colleges should be behind such 
work. “I feci.” he said, “that in every si*hool. part of the curriculum should be to 
inculcate this spirit of service so that, the students may Icnm to become good 
citizens and have a sense oc responsibility to those round nim. Whatever wc do, we 
must do for service. 1 always feci irritated w'hen some of our great educationists 
tell us that knowledge must he oi'quirod for the sake of knowledge. I entirely deny 
that. I believe that knowledge must be acquired for the sake of service. Knowledge 

is only a mmits to an end and not an end in itself. I would like to sec very 

much that the whole 6y>tem was entirely remodelled, so that while from one point 
of view we mav stress a ha]»py and ellicicnt individuality and from the other stress 
the urgent noeu of gruxl citizenship. 

“It is a good tikiiig to have schemes of education like tlie Wardha Scheme^, 

but it is better tiling”, i)r. Aruudale proceeded, “to hm^e movements in 

education. I should like to sec the Government not hesitate to do things that 
Governments generally do not do. I w’ant the Government to lead move- 
ments of students and tinichers and of those interested, to spread the know- 
ledge Uicy h.*ivc. I think, the hon. Mr. Verkey, our new Education Minister, 
might well become an a]K)stlc here in Madras of a great movement to lift up the 
population to a higher status. The Government should lead, and the Gov^nment 
ahould inspire. It is not enough for a (uivemment to be merely efficient, pass 
Acts and I'l^orm ordinary functions^ Wc must strike out in this countnf a n^ 
spirit ill Government, a spirit whereby every Minister is far less an and ftf 

more a non-otlicial and gather round him those who are substantially belmng the 
people to live more happily and lead more prosperous Itves. Poor people must 
loel that we are thinking of thorn and that we are placing at their disposal the 

knowletlge tliat we have. , . « . ^ j * i. xU i. 

“1 should like to have a national Btudents’ Service Crops imd to make that 
corps responsible for adult eiliHution throughout the vwovince. It could be don& 
The question is wiicther we feel that it is respectable for us to have ent^iwasm to 
doit. People are afraid of enthusiasm, of emotions and of . feelings. There is no 
education cSTcmotions as far as I know at the present day in ludia. 
likq Jiia really dcvelot^s the emotions and feelings and enthuBiasim We can have 
heart to hean meetings with the masses.” 

The Presidential Address 

Mr. W. Rajairopalau then <l«liveml bin prosulcntiri ,21™ 

newly 86 peirent of the fopnliilion in India was illneratc. Ihe ctarf 
mnM was the failure to nave an effw^tive aystem of elementary educatron. Evra 
the elementary ednealion that waa now given was not satisfactory as it was not 
carried to the end of tihe 8th standard. u i iiia 

. The problem of adult education was how to help 
lection, and to create in him an interest in life. Next, there as 
giving him each an education as would induce him to provide himself with the 
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in«Dti«i dHfe. In Uie pngiiaimtt lUiAt be. oonildered dionld be indoded 
tlie establishmeot of eduift claeaei on e netioa^wide eeele, fbe expenekm of elemen* 
Un edacetioQ up to the 6th etendaid, the tnuoing of whet might be odled in 
*Adait EdaeetioQ Boerd** to oo-ordinete wo|k doae ia the prorinee end the pro- 
Tiiion of ittitible text-books. . c 

TKb Presideiit, proceeding, said that adult schools must be estaUBiiied all orer 
the country and it should be the aim within their influence. The emsiss could be 
Md in the erenings. He pleaded for special proTiaion for the tan^ os the defeoti?e 
adnlts. The question of accommodation was not a serious one. The existing school 
buildings could be utilised for teaching the adults. No serious obieetlon wonld be 
ndsed so long u it would not interfere with regular working of the schools. S^ool 
bmldings could also be used for meetings of the local improvement leases, parents’ 
aasociams, civic welfare associations and debating societies. There dbuld also be 
a movement to make these school buildings available as a social centre for the 
lenity in which they werer situated. The fiesident said that local bodies and muni- 
cipalities could hdp a ^preat deal in this work. They were agents of the State and 
th^ should devote considerable attention to this problem. 

In conclusion, the President said that though there were many defects in the 
present-day education, they had made great strides. They had men and women at 
present able to tackle the problem of education, men and women who had special 
training and who could d^ with it effectively. ’’The adult education movement 
needb tike best machinery”, he said, ’’that can be found, the best tools that can be 
discovered—and the best tool that the world has ever ;^t produced is a spedsUy 
trained human brain”. Mr. Bajagopalan hoped that as a mult of tiie Oonference, 
deflnite measures would be formulate for the early attainment of their idM. 


Day— ]Mms-14llk. Jamiary ItiO 

The Conference adopted several resolutions touching the work ahead. The 
Conference asked the Government to ”80 amend the Madras Elementary Education 
Act as to bring within its ambit the education of illiterate adults” and to ”bo 
amend the Madras Factories Act as to make provision thermn for imparting 
education to adults, the employer bting called upon to bear his share of the 
expenditure”. The conference also asked the Government to direct thdr village and 
dlmct ofiicers to afford every facility in their ptmer to those who were 
aged in adidt education work, auid to authorise District Boards, municipalities 
panc^yata for the spread of adult education. 

^e Conference ’teoed a challenge to evei^ literate man and woman in India 
to make two people literate in the great enterprise of making this great land fully 
Hterate” 

By other resolutions, the Conference asked locM bodies to take suitable steps 
to further the cause of adult education both of men and women, and the libraries 
in thb country ”10 take up the removal of adult illiteracy as an integral part of 
their activities”. It asked all library organisations, provincial and others, to collect 
proposala and send them to the Committee of the fiouth Indian Adult Education 
Aambtion. 

The Oonfennoe asked the Mayor of Madras ‘to call at an early date a eon- 
feeenee of all crganiiations interested in social work and to take measuxee in con- 
anltatioo with them to etart a literacy campaign in the City of Madras.” 

the Conference ^earnestly reaueuted the Syndicates (of the Universities) to 
ins titute extension boarda that will carry on research on the . beat methods of 
spnaidmg adult literacy, and produce suitable literature for adulte, to enlist volun- 
teers ia every collage for adult education service during vacationa. and to train 

M worfcersi, by vacation and extonaioo leetoies, on the beat methoda of teach- 
teratea to read”. 

The Ooalmmm atiked the Government to ’’encourage the production and pro- 
hm of educational films especially ia rural areas, by fixing a quota of educa- 
fume ia eveqr oddbition^^ 



The Madras Prov. Edtteatkmal Conferance 

TUitcendi Setai»-->llil«AM*-‘atlk May 1938 

Tka PwliMiaal Aataaa 

^ l^viacW ISdaeatimal Oonfeieiue oommen* 

Sr*ili *•“ pwaidency of Mr. V. P. JOittMak, who 

u w * hM tiwreBa, aaid that at one who haa apoit orer 90 yeaia in fha 

***^* Joy to U in that midat. Dwing the laat^ yeara ha 
had only baidled cdl^e cl^ and w anch ha had not beoi^ direct toi^ wiS 
MeoBdat y »d eto^tio^ But he waa ante that th» wen ail ^luSSd 

tonther and fonm parta <rf a unitary whde and men engagM in diflhrant giadea 

^n common entn^ 


and io the building up a nation. 

ni. . tendfacies in the educational outlook, tiie Pnaideat aaid 

tiiat Educate had been a burninjs topic during the laat two d fi^fld CT In a 


fS^ nlwaya a ti^ic or perennial interest But the tendencv during 
the laat 25 yem had been to le-thinko restate, the implications of sound education, 
to esamina, arit and analyM the system ol education in all ito Tarious aspects 
and stagea, and to recast, modify and adjust in such a way aa to meet the social, 
economic, cultnral and practical needs of the present time. Such a complex, 
hamonioua^ well-halanced system of education was not easy to achieve at one 
stroke. It must be evolved gradually in the light of experience at the resolt of 
patient thought and atrenuoua endeavour. That waa exactly what had been going 
on lor some years. All aloi^ there had been a sense of inadequacy which led to 
such tremendoua chaagea. the empharis was placed more on the prscticid 
and huuian side. In snort, education should be in close touch with the realities of 
life and environment. A great deal of coustructive and critical thought had been 
beatowed upon the aubject reaulting in the evolution of certmn methods and scheme 
which mignt themselves oonld not be said to be final, 

**Tlie moat recent of such methods, the President said, is the Wardha scheme 
and it is an inetanco in pennt. It combines, it is churned, the salient features of 
the- pevioua systems in addition to bring craft-centred, and hence pre-eminently 
praetkaL Tbe proa and cons have been critically examined, some extolling it aa 
the most satisfactory scheme while otbeni condemning it out-right Among thorn 
that aui^mrt the a^eme ardently is the boo. the Education Minister inio hits 
written an informing book about the scheme bringing out its merits. The author 
of tito aeheme is the first citizen of India, a sage, and a saint who commrads 
onr unboond^ reverence and admiration and it ia quite possible that our psy^olo- 
gkal attitude may unconsciously regard this product of his gmt mind as almost 
The scheme is still to be tried. Time and expencnce alone will sh^ 
ila real walue in liquidating illiteracy and laying the foundation for the choice 
of a proper Tocation for the pupils in after life. 

**Among other things underlying the conception of the scheme seems to 
be its Io achieve economic ^ciency of the futoire generations bi^ the moat 
recent criliciam of the system is that it lays over-emphasis on enrits and riiimnates 
all eultnyal edweationi Further it is said that it DCglects English entirely without 
which lor a long time to come we can ill-afford to live nor ca^ on our buMnesa 
and negotiationa. Again too much time spent on crafts will 
the three E*a when they left the school. Moreover, 
an unaound iy«tem, because intensive 

have a deleterioiia enact on the mentud training^ the pujiiils. Ine rcMlt will be, 
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coll^ otaam ochadncatum 11117 go <011 as at preaeot. 

Dealing with the qneatioii of xdatioiidiip between the teabher«Dd the^popils, 
Iffy . Adiaeahiah said : 

*lt has been said that the lelationdiip nowadays 'between the teadier and 
the pupil is not what it was in the good old days. The teacher is heiplese when 
he IS confronted with breaches 01 discipline and disorderly bdutviour on the part 
of the impils. They say that it is all ^ manifestation of the spirit of the times 
and shonld be dUt with tactfully nnd iwmpa^eticaHv. we have been reading 
recently in the newspapeii about strinBS, revolts against school authorities, picketing, 
atagiitt walk^ts etc. Buxriy, sound judgnsent and critical thought, acquisition 
of solQl knowledge, diligent nmUcation to studies cannot donrish in an atmosphere 
of tension and tnimmL No affortM lon the part cd Ihe teadier wUl he adequate in 
fmtring down such indiseipline nnlees the parents co^eperate. The educated 
parents can render m Taiudhle hrip in this matter. The papils are sometinieB 
under nnherfthy iodnenoes and politlcid ezploitdtion of the atndentry has been 
fenxmsible In a great measure lor this .state 01 indiBcipline. Immature minds 
ereily fall victims to flatteor and csjolery 6f the irresponsible politidans. The 
ieaoher^i task heeomes estrnnely difiieiilt in such a plight ; but he must rise to 
the demand made on him ay sndi a rituatiefi and use his morsl force er soul 
force in wesoing the immature nunds to the path of rectitude and dignified 
hehariour. The capad^ of the teacher 4 o cope such a disconoertUig 

litnation wHl be. hi proportion to the confidence be is able to infuse in the 
pwrils by his good work, exemplary conduct and the love and respect be is 
ame to oommand and the sympathy he diowa to the legitimate aapirations of his 
pupils. Such a talented teacher is sure to earn the lastbig gratitude of his pupils 


UJiiverBity education, the Frerident continued, had undergone tremendous 
changes during die last 25 yetis both in the curricula of studies and extra-curricular 
•ecivides. The opportwiities afibiddd to the students were as numerous as they were 
valushle, in spite H the scute unemployment problem which had a depressing effect 
on the atudeats and diUled their erauisiasm. It was dl very well to speak of the 
neeewf^ ^ pursninff kaowle^ te its own sake, for the sake of its intrinsic value ; 


SkMt wadc* 4 Hiay world. Maxima, howevar elevating they nright be, could not feed 
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«fid impmtfT^ of tiie saggeetiops made to allay this grim apecire of unem- 
waa tliafc inato^ <^acraml>ling for CUivemmeiit posts, anal becoming dis* 

enterprises of 

I??* ^9 *®®P busy. It was a wdl known fact 

“ JKoportion to the amount of knowledge or 


young men, he went on to say, 
rosy visions of their future to do honorary 


**It is a mockery to call upon these lonbit'onB 

an »tlte «lire^d of We with loiy virions _ 

^ tbm aomt on society to toke their chance in such large numbm to 
diift for themselves. Tlie University and the Government are endeavouring to devise 
waya and means to help these young men. There are some private bodies who are 
working towards the mme <^]ect ; but nothing very substantial has been done tiU 
noWtOriaUiCT Umjt efforts have not touched even the fringe of the problem, llie 
problem ought to m solved and the tense situation eased. Tie sooner it is done, 
the better. It should be taken up and tackled seriously by the Government, business 
firms and other private employing bodies.” 


Dealing with the condition of the teachers, Mr. Adiseshiah said that the handi- 
caps under whudi they were suffering must in season and out of seasonr be brou gh t 
to the notice of the authorities. The 8outh India Teachers* Union had been 
engaging itself in examining such qn^Uons on the teachers* security and tenure of 
oflMs& pay and prospects and other kindred questions but nothing very appreciable 
had bom done to improve their lot. There could be no two opinions on the fact 
that the Grant-in- Aid Code should be revised, the grant should be given more 
liberally, and equipment grant should not for any reason be curtailed or stopp^ as 
it waa auggested some months ago by the Premier. It mit^ht be true that iu his 
days, they were getting on fairly well without costly equipment. Kow the days 
were different. These were the days of tremendous improvements in all directions. 
Education had become more realistic and knowledge was not built upon mere 
imagination. On the other hand, it waa based upon the pupil’s living contact with 
concrete elements and environments. Hence, the ^necessity for fairly decent equip- 
ment which would be helpful in making the child’s education and experimentation 
of the ocientista really concrete and convincing. The inclusion of experienced edu- 
cational exponents ihould be insisted on in the proposed advisory council when it 
was created and in the preparation of any scheme to modify the present system, and 
the educational policy and programme in general. 

In concloaion, the President said that he was sure that they were influenced by 
the sublime ideal of 'Ninhkamakarmat* unconsciously. He would appeal to them to 
make it a consdout and explicit living principle, guiding, controlling and energising 
their life and work. 


The All-India Students* Conference 

Fourth Setuon — ^Colcutto— l«t. & 2nd. January 1939 

Tha OpmlBC AddiMa 

„ . The FonrOi Senion of the AlMndia Students’ ConfeienM commen^ in 
Wcutta on the let Ammit 1*W* Bj. Sarat Chandra Bote, leader of the Bengal 
'^KKaa Patty, in opening the Conference arid : — 

*I have ben aummoned here to wen . thia 
^teat leadineaa and entbuaiaam. but I am n^ 

^ the tiaae like die fifth whed of e coach, 
mive value oocMioneble. 

®y ywiiXC deye and evm down to more recrat umet one jnesioent ana 
^jhainnaaStfe Committee were comaidered evile enough connected 

H^. a Oonteeaee. ItwSi* much aa one could to to nme in *> •• 

^^•■Ident The bnnt has certainly not become easier of 1^ 
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Conference. I do so with the 
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whose utility is and decor- 

reoent times, one President and 
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ol^edacaticm has given you new powers of persuasion, which are particularly 
/eflbctive in estorting ^^auth” from people who are not given to fritting away 
their bank balances in the form of snl^riptions. But in peace as in war, the defen- 
sive soon overtakes the ofiEensive, so that in the end we stand where we always did. 
In fact, from what I have seen and heard, it seems in the Preildent-hmit. the 
experiences of my young comrades who have organised this Conference have not been 
less exasperating than they were expected to be. Therefore, my advice to you is 


Always shun and shed nnnecessai^ appendages. Be simple, be simpler, and 
be Inore simple still. Missing and hitting a series of disillusioned oldish odebrities 
and pseudo-celebrities is not as exhilarating a game as missing and hitting cricket, 
footbidl, and tennis bolls. Leave old men to their unimaginative ways. Act up to 


them. - - 

the better ; if that leads you to mistakes even that is not as bad as it might seem ; 
but do not, if you prize the spring-time of your life, stand waiting for limping 
mentors which would have your sparkle and fire ^'sicklied over with the pale cast 
of thought”. 

find I am lapsing into the incorrigiole weakness of age, whidi is to preach 
at youth. Before coming down to this Conference. 1 had decided that I should 
leave tiiis as the sole privilege of your distinguished President But it is diflicult 
lor a man of my age to see so many young faces before him and check the flow 
of didacticism. A wise, if cynical, sphorist nas said that men give nothing more 
liberally thui advice. This is truer still of the relations between old and young 
people ; for, there is nothing old men desire more ardently than that the coming 
generation should be made in their own image. Youth, on the contrary, would 
not be youth if it did not rise as one man against this imposition. So the sons 
rub the fathers against the grain and do things which set the latter's teeth on 
edge. On a winter morning they sleep under the coverlid when the senior rush 
to the *^Maidan” in virtuous and voluntary search, as they pretend, of i^ysical 
fitness but in reality goaded by the tortures of insomnia. They romp and ru^ 
without fear for ^eir hearts and blood-vessels. They smile at and are smiled at 
by young bcumties with as little danger to their heart and blood-vessels in the 
figurative sense. All this sets up a tension— a real tension, invisible and uncon- 
less^ though it might be— between i age and youth. I believe there are 
many fiery communists among my young friends here. Have they ever 
given thought to this aspect of the inevitable class-struggle 7 On the assumption 
ttiat they have, I would humbly inquire how th^ propose to go about to create 
a class-less society in this respect. Perhaps I could help them with a suggestion. 
As a lawyer believing in precedents, I would put before them the example of 
certain primitive tnbes whose young men spear their parents to death as soon 
as they have reached man’s es*^ate 1 

’^My young communist friends are firm believers in a drastic resolution of 
the class-struggle. @o the idea of . putting an end to the eternal 'dialectic’ between 
youth and age in tliis manner might not be unwelcome to them ; on the coiitr^, 
if we are to believe Plato, Democracy proceeds on a subtler plan. It demoralises 
the old men. Let me quote the actual words of the great philosopher. As a 
consequence of democratic liberty, Plato says, 'the father accustoma himself to 
become like his child and to fear his sons, and the son in his desire for freedom 
becomes like his father and has no fear or reverence for his parent...The 8chool- 
iDMler femra and flatters his pupils, and the pupils despise both their achodmasters 
aw their tntora. And altogether, the young act like their seniora and compete 
with them in apeech and in action ; while 4ihe old men condescend to the young 
end become triumps of versatility and wit, imitating their Juniors in order to 
av^ ^e appearance of being sour or despotic.' You thus have two alternative 
of d^ng with your elders— the communistic and the democratic. 

Whidi of them you will, choose will depend entirely on whether you have faith 
or have uo faith ir the principle of ''Ahimsa.” As for us, the chdee will mal» 
no differauoe whatever in substance. Either we are put up against the wall and 

the firing sqi^, or we march chained to the wheels of your trinmpbal chariot. 


'^Bnt is tiiere tiitly no third way— wMch is neither destruction nor corruption— 
Ibr reoon^ing riMi only the antithesis between youtii and age but every spe^ 
qf dlffstenoe in odtidA 7 The modem world has come dangerously near to bdievuig 
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i^Mnisnot. Banritada and intolenmee are apnadi^ at an appalling rate 

jiB§ ua. Earope whldi from the end of the 18th. (wtury made a imdaeM of 

libttti, la xeeantink her faith. How far thia reeaniation haa gone will become 
dlaeoneagt i ngiy plain if we take the example not of Germany or Italy where free 
iaatiUitioiia luwi never taken deep root, but of England heraelf, whoae boaat uaed 
to be that ahe waa the 'Mother of Parliamenta.* I have bm looking through a 
xeoenUy pnbliahed book, written by an Engliahman, whoae theme la that 
Pariiamentary Democracy muat be thmn overboard in order to enable Great 
Britain to live in peace with the totalitaripitregimee. "Attachment to Parliamentarv 

Democracy,** thia writer aaya, " .thremna ua with economic diaaater and 

praventa our aound defence against military defeat and deatruetion. If we are to 
avoid these dooms the system must either be draatically amended or completely 
abandoned in favour of some other ayatem.** 

"Were this the view of a solitary crank, there would have been little cause for 
anrietf in its expteanon. The most aignificant fact about auch ideas, is, however, 
that tuey are gating in strength among a very influential section of the peo^de of 
England. Many nbigliahmen are inclining to the opinion that Democracy will always be 
bahind *Dlctatorahip* in respect of progress and that, therefore, it had better go. 
Among those who have sympathy for auch views are included men who ^^trol 
some 9 the great newspapers of Great Britain. The present Prime Minister • of 
England and some at least of his colleagues are also perhaps of the came way of 
tiiinking* 

"Yet whit BtrikM me as the queerest part of this business is not the admira* 
tion of the uneonsdous Fascists for the proclaimed ones, but the inability of thoae 
who dislike Fascist tyranny most to think of a more effective means of counteract- 
ing it than the adoptioo of a different Idnd of regimentation. This, to my mind, is a 
gnevons error of method, for if history teaches us anything it teaidieB us that really 
pragrasaive ideas stand in no need of ^ compulsion of force. Take the case of 
GhnsriaaiW for example. It made its way into the world by sheer moral attrac- 
tiveness. So will, in my belief, all ideas widdb . contain the seed of future develop- 
mait and an uned on the innate crearivenesss of man, Brif-propagation is the 
law of Sicir being and becoming. They wiu certainly need orgimisation and dis- 
eIpBn o— a n d orguiiaatioa and discipline of a higher order than can be conceived of 
Ijj a mgrtin tls of oollective goose-step^but they will not require blooddied, nor be 
ssgipnsBsd by bloodshed. 

"To anr ridnklnfe Socialism or Oommnnism or whatever you may call it— the 
labsl Is of utils rignificance as long as we an agreed about the substance of the 
Sung— is enoh an idea. Its fundamental note is love and not, as has many times 
' hatnd. The oesariess inristenee on class-war does, however, tend to 
asumler, the mon altruistic, and the mon messiahic aspect of socialism 
into UiB shade. This has undoubtedly lessened the moral appeal of 

i lor men and nations who by tndition and temperament an not drawn 

to the idea of Intolenuit conflict. On a recent occasion, I tried to bring out this 
Idea and, while dedaring myarif a socialist, voiced my dis-inclinatioD for daM-oonflict. 
This has nainially provoked criticism. The orthodox Communist would no mon 
hsoK of the ^asntangling of his creed from the idea of class-war than the orthdox 
gsosBitriciaas woida hnr of squaring the circle. But this, I submit, is love of 
dogms^ not of tnillL I oannot understand why Mandats of all people should object to 
any modllleation and adaptation of their masteris doctrine, when he himadf had said 
that diangei in hnman toonght wen determined by the material conditions of life 
trinn aa a whde. TUa aoond doctrine, I preaam& entitles us to redugw Sodaliat 
doetrine in eoofonni^ with the oonditicms m which it is to be appliel Muz took 
a similar line with iua master Hsgd's doetrine and n-orientea it in a manner 
|Ueh the latier woald have bean m first to repudiate. Yet Marx la no lam of a 

"i egtar Elia jiaa for greater opsUness of mind and ftedoom from dogmatism 
not la icspoet of Hodaiiam alone but for the whole drde of human thougnt We 
moat 1 ^ aorgst thal poUtIcal freedom, with all its uigaiey for us, is only a part 
of fnedaoL It must be completed as well as made possible by freedom In otiNr 
yhewi> I eensidsr Hie maintenance of inteileetoal iiesdqm— freedom of tboua^t— to 
|m one of the hlgjiest dnEea pf youth. In the moteii world, intellectual freemi la 
yanatanea both eatsrnally ana internally. Antfaerftarianism is attacldng it from 
hialde,and Ew aBBOBTlhDgerls not p whit km sesMs than the fimt Tbam 
tn live b kalian eriOed the maahSiMHgEai I think it can with aa much propriety m 
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a«t If the foimtaiii-hesa of hnmeii endeavour ia not to rim dry. It ahould be thle 
inMoh of yonth to free us froib this bondage. They mnet lioende Tmdi from 
the maiiy ahaekleB of ■df-intereet, obaeurantism, and mental inertia. 

*My call iia then for frmom frcetlom, no leu in the things of the mmd 
than in the social and political order. But in omer to give freedom its dianee, 
it must heye its neoessary oompleinent-HiiBciplme. By discipline I do not ?n** en 
ne inaiioed by external power, which is bmt exemplified by the regimentation, 
at in the totalitarian states. This kind of discipline and this use of power 
_ been brilliantly analysed by Bertrand Bussell in his new book on ^Fbwer,’^ 
from which I would read out to you the following passage 

Hbiese forma of power are most nakedly and simply displayed in our dealings 
wBh animalSi where dlsguiaes and pretences are not thought neeeasary. WhSi 
a pk, with a rope round its middle is hoisted squealing into a shiiH it is soltet 
to mrect physical power over its body. On the other hand* whM the provermal 
donkey follows the proverbial caaro^ we induce him to act as we- wish by 
persaading him that it is to hU interest to do so. Intermediate between thsse 
two cases is that of performing animals, in whom habita have been formed^ hf 
rewards and punishments also, in a different way, that of sheep induced to embsvl 
on a riiip. when the leader has^to be dragged across the gangway by tecei and 
tbe iwt Oiea follow wUIingly. 

*^All these forms of power are exemplified among hnman beings. 

"The case of the pig illustrates miUtaxy and police power, 

*^e donkey with the carrot typifies the power of propaganda. 

^Performing animals show the power of "education.*’ 

*T!he sheep following their unwilling leader are illustratlye of party poiitfas, 
whenever, as is usual, a reve^ leader is in bondage to a cliqoe or to par^ Dosaea. 

*^Let us apply these Aesopian analogies to the rise of Hitler. The eenot was 
the Niwi programme (involving, e.g., the abolition of interest! ; the donkey was 
the lower middle class. T&b sne^ and their leader were we Social Demoorats 
and Hindenburg. The pigs (only so far as their misfortunes are coneemed) were 
the victimfl in concentiatioii campa and the performing animals are the mllHeiMi 
who make the Nari salute.” 

*^Well, there are many even amongst us whose conreptioa of discipliwe does 

* have very httte xespsel 
^ [)e an instrumeat of power 

discipline I have in view a 
totdly different state of the mind. That disd^ine comes from freedom from 
those archaic impulses wiUim ufi. which make it dimeult for us to mondle the 
pursiiU of individually with cdlective good. *^Ltfe is a pure flame ; we live by an 
invisible sun within us,” said Sir Thomas Browne. But not to all is givm the 
perception of this invisible sun in all its undimmed glory : nor does life’s flame 
onm at its purest at all moments. When the dust of dauy life or the droae of 
earthly aims lie thick on us, egotism gains the mastery and makes ns forget that 
. ~ is not a single individaal’s privilege but the birth-ri|dit of all It is in this 


forg^hUness t^t iim ^ greatest danger &> freedom. We muet guard against this 
dimger by remembering that on the highest plane Self-discipline merges wif 



’'Comrades, I weloome you all, to your spiritual home. It 


ith Freedom, 
is not a city of 


■dimming apirea” ; never^deH, it <is your spixituai home, for it ia here that' the 
etuwte movement bad its birth about three decades ago. The. site on which you 
anolhave^ aasembled to-day ia almost classic ground. It is hallowed hy the 
memories of Lai Mohan Ghose and Sovendia Nath Baneilm Ananda Mohan Bose 
Abdul Basul. Aurobindo Qbose and Bimn Chandra Pd, jDmhbaadhu CldttaiaDjaB 
Deiiipriya Jadndra Mohan Sen Gupta. Bear proudly the lot di of fradom 
vriikh they Imve nanded^^^ you and hind it over in your tasL. pore and na- 
soilied to thdae who are coming after you. With these worda } dedm fills eon- 

In Uw gOMin addn^ JDr. K. U. AOtr^f »Ms— 
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miitet of the All-India, Bkidania’ Fedemtioii« if them was one^ was oonpaiatiTie^ 
SIMM and ^ea plassant Hs was expeetsd fo dsliTSK a brii^t sarmoa to ^ ywxm. 
wita apt qvotatjoiis froQi ^aasical wnters aad witk aa aneodoto or two to nlieFo 
TW nom toe strain of exhaustion, do Uiat snoeesefnlljr eren how in the 

Idmd federation and you get some of that atmosphere wUm^ymi ristt a wdl-pio- 
tiM lawyer or doctor of so-called liberal omnion. I am afraid yon are no more 
aalmfied with tlsit sort of stufll Yon are hieed with a concrete situation and living 
problem and you want straight aad-dear answera to the varioiis issues^that lace 
yon. Cmparatiydy young in Teais,l|im ia a privileged class which briuga fresh- 
n w and vigour in every problem analysea. Like older people yon are not 
obsessed with inherent and acquired inhibitions and you look to the lutore with 
confidence. It is not sarprising that the old guard has been mercilessly trested fay 
younger dements in some countries, and from what I see I led it riehiy deeerves 
the fate.” 

^Our oountiy,” Dr. Aihraf observed, ”baa gone through two whole de- 
eadea of national mast struggle and during the course' of the experience we have 
devdoped a bigger and broader outlook until finally we have b^un to realise fitat 
our national straggle is a part of the world struggle for a better order of sodety* 
We have definite)^ allied ourselves with democratic forces of the wodd against 
Fascism, ^e Inman National Congress has now formulated a more or less clear 
fordgn policy of its own as against our imperialist rulers and it is a fact that 
at the same time when the Conservative British Premier was seoretly hdpmg ' 
Franco to win the war ofFaseism in Spain, Pandit Jawaharlal. a distinguidied ex- 
president of the Congress was openly fraternising with Itepubtican Spfdn of workers 
and peasants. In fact valiant Indian comrades were actnally fitting with the 
International Brigade, which built up a glorious defence of Madrid and gave a 
concrete example of we international solidarity of the weak and exhibited humani- 
^ against imperialism and fascism. I take this opfortnniiy to congratulate comrade 
Huddar who has Just returned to India and comrade Anand who is with us. It 
is the same with China. The Indian National Congress has sent a medical dj^nta- 
tion as a mark of its solidarity with the Chinese as against Japanese imperialista. 
The Indian national movement is no more an isolated phenomcnen. It naa been 
lined up with the world forces of democracy, peace and progress as against fasdam 
and war. 

Referring to the student movement in India, Dr. Adiraf said essentially de- 
mocratic and anti-imperialist in its nature it has allied itsdf with the progressive 

S iuth of other countries, and it is a matter of some satisfaction to all of us that 
e All-India Students* Federation has already been represented at the World Peace 
Conference and the World. Youth Congress. I will not detaid you with a long 
analysis of the world situation for it has already been realised in practice. I will 
not even tax your patience by examining the international crisis of capitalism. I 
am here concerned with the general lessons of this world struggle which I am 
afraid has not been fully realised in this country and we have to take very good 
care that we don’t commit the mistakes which have cost so mnch to the people of 
other democratic countries. You remember that intemational capitalism snilmd a 
comi)lete collapse after the last World War, but exoq>t for the communist party of 
Russia other democratic movmnents failed to utilise the opportunity and captitulated 
before the onslaught of capi^ism undmr Um gnise of fascism in vaiions ways until 
finally at Munich capitalism'^ succeeded in bmlding up an open united front By 

the. very logic of the situation we too have to build up a united front of all demo- 

eratiis and progressive forces in India, and let us be clear as to the direction it takes 
on the nationm and iotcrnafional places. 

‘‘When one hears politicians tidkiDg against RusidR’* he continuod, *and the com- 
munist party, one very much suspects tnat the lessons of the internatiooal stnmle 
have not bem imbibed by many of us in this country. The situation in India it 
undergoing a revolutionary change aud the relationship of forces as between the 
varlous'class groupings in society is shifting from day to day. The political parties 
and programmes sre therefore without exception in a state of conatant flux. Aa 

students of practical politics we must understand the process of historv In the 

making and the exact nature of social science to understand the laws of motiooa 
undert^ng these changes, and to grasp the fondamentals of the Indian situation. 
Do not forget that the social forces which cease to be fwogreasive do not out. 
They too change in reverse. Hence the growing confliotpf Ideology end ite dBoiidve 
idniftctnce in our national straggle. Bpddng broeoly, idl our naUoiud ttrngite 
vefoponthe basis oft united inmt of aUanU-imperialiitfocees in onr motfamhmd.^ 
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« iMvra to detarmiM Iram timo to tiao iiliot eno^ loli of a pattieidar 
•odal map ia a dfoa Mtoatlmi in oar aati^iapi^^ Itbnotwj 

long wnoa evon politim mait oonaotouaiiw on a oonnmmal ioale was pragimiva 
•fw xmlatiooarp and tha Hindn mindltt mmmenti tlia Paa^Ialaiiiio and tha 
Khllafai nomnoota materially aontribntad to oar national atniggfa Bnt eaa 
wa aap tlia mma thing tcnlay mat the preaent forma of oommunaliam 7 the 
me e a np Of Mahatma TIandhf waa cnrtalnly of the utmoat tavolationary importaiioa 
in 190 and aren later, but can are aay the aame at the time when even aoeotding to 
urn aonatlttttlonaliam naa acmie to stay* Dnriim the oourae of two daeadea our 
aattonal atniggle haa released new social &roea and one witoeaaes milllona of 
peasants and workers {olning onr natioaal strmle. the people of Indian States 
are now ooming In with a xevolatlonary fmoar which was dUBcult to visaalise 
essen live years m. the present leadership, developed under very different 
eiienmstanees, dads itself more or less helpless in the sitoation, and one gathers 
the impression as if ilka King Canute we are trying to control the social forces 
inspita of oonscioosly developing them* Thla sitttation*ha8 given riae to the problem 
of now leadership to correspond with the new aodal conditiona and It is here 
that eomrades liia yon are called upon to bidid up the new front of anti-imperialist 
lorees and an appropriate leadership to suit the present situation. We are aufTering 
from a deadlock in our national movement and it ia difficult to visualise how 
we shall develop an alternative leaderahlp and an adequate programme of atniggle 
anospt on the baaia of the working class, the greatest and the moat consistent 
levolntionary force in the modem society* 

have given some conaidermtion to the national movement and international 
ffituatlon to pose before you the majority problems of the situation. In your own 
way you have got to lace them also.. After all why hav^ou come to organise a 
student’s movement in this country on aa all-India tc$le. The answer is aimle. 
What you sedc ia simide and should bdong to you as a matter of right You 
ssde educatloo, you want employment, you wish to live a happy and fruitful life* 
In short you stand for libmty, peace and progress both individually and at a 
group. Thm demands are by no means unreasonable Our country is potentially 
one of tiie richest in the world. It should have more than enough to allow for 
yoongmen and women a bhanee to work and study to make the best of his or 
ner creative eapaci^* The qoestum uppermost in your mind is who is responsible 
lor ^ wreckage of you hopes, for the wastage of your lives. And the answers 
bring you in conflict with the present soelil system, in the first instance^ against 
Britbh imperislism and its allies* This inddentally solves the question whether 
students should take part in pditica. I do not think how you can keep out.'* 


In thla oonnacton he mentioned of unemployment now prevalent in this 
oonntry and said, *lt ia common knowledge that hundreds of educated young- 
men all over Indie, and particularly of Bengal, have been driven to ocspoir 
throufi^ unemployment and misery and have committed auicide. But has Govern- 
ment done anything to relieve them beyond preaching sermons on the dignity of 
ntmnnaA lebouT? Boofu the CoogTess cMue in, the U* P. Government at the 
inetigation of the Imperial Government appointed what is now known as the 
Bapru Craimittee to consider the problem of educated unemployment. The Congress 
has now oome oat with the plan of national indusferialisalhm, but other factors apsrt, 
has tlds plan any thing in the way to offer in the way of immediate relief? Recently 
these bee been so mnoh telk about villge reconstruction and cottage industries. I 
need hardly say that these jdaas of viUege reconstruction offinr no solution on a 
national sm within the pMent political framework and are not a practical 
pcopoStion for ua to eoneider. Agein, leke the question of education. Alter fifty 
yaaas and more British imperialism hss succeeded in giving mdiments of eduea- 
thmeto iost .more than eight per eent of the popalation ’tna we know it to oor 
OQSt'how our pamts have enerifloed themselves to 'give us the benefit of school 
and college edacation; and yet at the end of it their hearth as well as ours 
are haavy bemuse the damentary needs of life are being denied to most of us 

a the present §ocitX order* I know that the Congress is committed to the louid- 
ef oniveriit eduoatkm bee, primary and secondary.” 


He Minted oat the Wardha scheme of eduoatioa and said : '*The Tfekariah 
Hossria Ooiamittee !mb fo iset |NPe^^ proiaessive syllabns hot thb 

is jost one item of ooir burial pMmmme and if the oonness ao^dy takei it 
op tht iri^ of the p rsisi it provniriai hodget will be ouiausted by potting it 
into operation* X do net know how we can get throogh oor national psograBune 
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Moonitnietioa wiHioat • molatioiiftry eaptoM of |M«r« I do admit that luidm tha 
Oongrem GofaminmiU, the attitude of aatiutfitifli .lowavdi etiutate haa fdlghay 
improved, but 1 may be no more ante that the atodenta can riae to thdr full 
atatoTO even under the Gongreaa Qovetnmenta. We hiave to lonetloa thront^ 
the old buteaucratio machinery and it ia very difficult to maba the preaent inatrn- 
manta of Governmenta to anit onr needa* 

In oonnesion with hardddpa eOMMiiteted tiy atudenta^ .Dr, Aahraf etated : 
"Only the other day ire read of huinnla of atddenta aq^elled from .the 
Hyderabad Collene for alneinic the -andemataram* aena* ^on can ^aonieoiate 
from this incident how mu<£we have yet to atruggle^to eatabliah onr elementary 
righta* Of courae the cenaorahip oi the imperialiat government and the btna on 
piogreaaive literature still renuun and onr ohanoea tSt enltnnd development are 
very meagre indeed. 

"Among pioblema the atndent movement like the national movement la 
faced with the oiaruptive foicea •oi .commnnaliam,’^ proceeded 0r. Aehiaf, while 
•Mldng on communaliam. "Attempta axe being made by botih Hindim and 
Moalim communal politiciaua to diarupt the nationu front of the atndent aaove- 
ment. I will not take your time by diacueaing communaliem in a^y tfaMuls 
on thia occasion. Suffice it to aay that commnnaKam as a whole ia noiniBg more 
or Im than imperialiat oonapiracy to diarnpt our democratic ami natioiial 
movement. Internationally, communaliam ia allied tonlay with faadam* Only 
recently the representative of the Muslim League met General Fratico and ttve 
him his blesainga. We know only too well that Savarkat and Bbai Permanana ate 
working in IndLla in the iiiteceat of Japanese imperialism. 

He observed, "Again In our class oroaniaation of the peasants and workera^ 
communaliam supports vested iiitcrests. It ia committed to federation, the Btatua 
Quo of the States and in its methods aud programoms it atanda for conatitataoiialiBm 
as against mass struggle. To dneidate this oisniptiYe role of commanalism 1 can 
only cite the example of Bengal, which has the good or bad fortune of having a 
government by a Muslim I^eague Ministry. Be it recorded to the shame of the pre- 
sent Ministry that our deteuna have not yet been released in spite of agitatioo all 
over India. r 

Oritidsing the action of the Hug Ministry of Bengal ia thia eonnesoiL he said, 
"Instead of idicving too jute growers, toe Unq Government have enforced the 
Ordinance and toe way strikers are bdng treated is only too familiar . to you. The 
preaent Government has actnally gone a step farther and has enconraged eommona- 
lism in too ranks of labour. As to the general atmosphere in Bengal, I can only 
aay that our tone and behaviour has been deteriorated and that toe city of Calcutta 
has witneaaed ugly and ahameful demonstrationa on more than one ooeaaton. Only 
on toe last occasion when toe vote of no-oonfideaoe was being discasaed on toe floor 
of the Bengal Assembly shameful aoenea were witnessed in Galoutta and I am not 
sure they will not be repeated again.” 

Passing on to toe organisation of stndmita. Dr. Aahrof said : During the last 
three years there has been a development in our country. This rcllecta on the grow- 
ing strength of the All- India Students FederaUoo. By now all the provinces have 
functioning provindal branches in them, and the Panjab which is not tomally 
represented this year in our Conference is leor^ising itself on healthy tines and 
will soon be with you. Borne of you brtuiches nave started socdal work of an edu- 
cative nature and in Godlwalla Memorandum has given an appropriate lead in thia 
direction. In many places members of your Federation have joined in toe literacy 
campaign now being started by toe Cougress Governments. In the pditical field a 
]iaml)er of students arc now engaged in working among ixasants with a view to 
oeganiaing iieasaiits and workers. Two of your mcmliers are actnally in prison 
to^y. In shorty the iccord of tlie Btuficiiis Fcdcratioit is a very satisfaeto^ one 
and 1 take this opiH>rtiiiiity to congratulate all for the good work the Federation has 
done. Above all, i must longralulatc yon on the solidarity which you have shown 
by unifying your ranks here in Calcutta. 1 hoiM$ and ptay that tola unity will develop 
and grow as years |)ass by. 1 iiavc a few observations here to mate in coonectaon 
with the organisational work of too Feilcralion. Bo for toe Federation ia primarily 
urban in its character aud your members ard :nainly enrolled from among oollcige 
students, lliis is a serious limitatkm. For, in ludta, if the auti-imperiatist move- 
ment, B|)ecially in these dbiys of mass struggle everywhere, keep on fanctioning 
within these limits, I am afraid, we will be beset with serious problems of ontlook 
and methods of work. "1 find, moreover ” he eoncluded, ^'toat we have lo fox done 
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BoUiittg to amdie io^ uid radMUoml MdTiliet anoog tkiide&ts. We ilKmld 
Bbt GOT bomm and bi a iraei ^ pmfpamme of cm Federatioii ihoald ambody 
iMda U tliM ooMiida and atanla of atadeata. I am anm yoa will adopt eonomta 
pfopoaala towaida tM and in tUa eonfarance. In ooncluaion* 1 thank yon lor the 
AOBum yon Imra dona ma by invitinff ma to i«aaida ovar thia oooaaiou.’* « 

Baaatattaa-Saaand Eay-CaMte-tad. Amwy im 
Tto FOW DAM8STAL DbMASOO 

• Thi IbUowias raadntiona ware adopted at the aeoond day’a aittina of the 
Oontoanoaoo tha lnd* Jaanmy IWi 

1. TOda Oonfarenca raamm tlmt immodiate atepa ba taken to xaaHae, aa aoon 
aa poealbfe the following fundamental demanda of the atadenta : 

' L Tnat^kgialatkm tot the oompulaory recognition of only the non-oommunal 
and non-aeetaxian Btndenta* Uniona by unlvanutiea aa well aa by other educational 
auAaritiaa be enacted,. and that rqneaantativea of the atudenta from aueh organiaa^ 
thmai'ba aathoriaed- to aubmit their (kmanda and grievancea from time to ttme^ or 
aa they may ariae and that the aohoola and collegea which foater communal or 
aaetaiiaa aptrii ahaXl not be raoQgnlaed, and all inatitutiona run for commezaial 
enda be munldpaliaal 

2. Ibat there ahall be complate freedom of apeeoh and organiahtion of the 

jfn ands oollegea. 

3* That fim and oompulaory primary education diall be provided for all on 
tha baaia ol one. aebool for every unit of 500 aoula. 

4L That oompulaory. fdiyaioal tndning in achoola and oompulaory military 
training in odkgea, without any obligation to aerve in any imperialiat war, be im- 
introdnoed* 

5. That pioduetive vocationai eduoalloa baaed on modern methoda of 
inodnotion, diaH be immediately i^ided in. ail schodla and collegea. 

d. That the Mnnidpalitim ideal bodlea or other atatutory nodiea be authoriaed 
to take over tueb private ariiodla aa are run tat profit only to the proprietora. 

7« That, aecondary ednoalidn ahaU be free from nnneceaaary departmental 
Intenanoaif and that the oontidl and^ lupervialon over theae inatitutiona oonoemed 
with educandn be entruated to a atatutory body organised on a democratic baaia 
and funetioniag aa a reanonaible authoiifif.. 

8b Thaiw oonatitution of the Unmrritiea in India be remodelled, freeiim 
tim Univerritiea frimt needleea Qdvemment interference, democratiaing the oonaf 
tutiott of their legialative authority,, includifig tiiezeon zepreaeutative of the Univefai- 
ty atadenta and piovidiBg lor rieetod and. leaponrible Ohanoellor, vioe-Caumoellor 
and erasutivn 

9b That the Univeraity be nqpixnd^ if neeeaaary by. legialation, immediately 
to put hi prantioe the foUowmg demanduL viSb, (a) thattiie ramd ooet of edkcational 
ma partioidarly eaanination faea be ledttoed by at leaat SO per cent (b) that booka 
and o&er laquireBeeiita of Univeraity education afaould be ao aeleeted, produced and 
auppliad aa aa to preclude anti-national or anti-demoeratic idear and ezceaaive ooat. 
(e) that inatruotion ahall be provided through the medium of an Indian language, and 
every enoonragemeni ahall be given to the development of indigmoua oulture, 
(d) that Ibcngn mlaalonary orsemimtioua be. #atoletely exoluded from any 
oonoeru witii higher education,, and that no gmit nom public fnnda be made to 
audl oiganiaationa, (e) no dieezimmatiott be made;, either on oommuaal or sen baahL 
in any educational inatitntion. 

la That tile denartment of FuMo Education, be completriy overhauled and 
tile adminiatmtinn and control of educational znatitutiona be entruated to thia dmmt- 
meiMl noonatitnted <m a natioual 


ImiKDiATB Bmotatmasm 

Thia Oonteenee oonaidera the loUowiiif to be the immediate reauixementi of the 
atudenta of thia oountry^ whhdi can and ahonld be hnmediateiy granted by adminia- 
timtive aotkxt whidi trodd ofibr a wider aoope to atadenta in the pnrauii of their 
noademio aetivttica^. It, fherefoiei calla upon the provincial govemmenta and all 
anthoritim ooncerned fo^with (a) mnend tiie ciiOTlart ieamMi by the 

Bengal, U. P., and Kyaoco aa to give 

:S‘pss 



Bfadt Mm Obduia 

ffifloiT liM nem witQCMed tooh Imfmw wA wlkAcMto^dMraetimi.of Iwwmw. 
fife ind «rt md enfim as fe bog csiifed- ooi by/feadil aod imoMiiiBat 

lOMfe SpidiKa^ Hub OoBfemee koto up wiaiipi^.iiid. 

> to tit tfaa atadtoli' to ttooe cooBteka^. «aUad 

A. tiMniM* maniaMBt. tlia.aiferla«iMida to the DBk tor W 

Qo^ifigbtora abraad fitor ConfeMoe. callr upon/ tlim'.toaute 
i a&inrr too ?kt(n7 of’tto pooidto? govoraiiianl' tbnaida- ttoa aid. lA 
aetiva ooHMatioa to: too doapateh toe feed toip to Stoto aa 
tor Fandiii JawahavlaA Koiuii«a&d too tigootou boyoott of Jiapattoao 



to. Bpii» aad. CSitoa haae nvealad tilie baibario toaaacUf ol 

f itofeli aio fomd' on lito poaee kmg ol. too world bf' ^ otopfeo 

Imt ol a; toadlBL Wan it too totoio will bo* maay timei moiw botlMik lii 
toefe doetCTotgoa el all toat prog B e oa ro hnnaiiity ataaife' for IlniiWi poac^. 
oaltoai^ oaaotity of bmam life^ ofe. Stodteta etandtog fear totof idaala tom to 
otoor oowwfeioB toiMm toat atoirwar boIo tbiQr oofida ptoy uadoo m (dfeetore 
otgprfaatien Thfe Goa^feateaeoi: thorofearoi waged mpow too atodcat worim aad 
woMMia to tofe coaatry to toondtot^ ovga&na with tow aetiTO oa>-oporaltoii of all 
pamoaiifo^ feicoi; awti-war eoou&itteeik wito a di?one paogiaBune to odwoate too 
poem to aoton^ xcafet Britato’a pfewo to toag oar conatoy tAzmy BootutoBait 
Ae9 toto her wan— not a nawi not a mpoe fee inperiafiat wm^ 


PAxastniB Atfaulo 


4. llda Gonforoiioe oipeoaMa ita aoldaritp wito the Araba to Plloatliie wJto 
an dieting with boroio ponSatoaoe too uaeaed feroa of BrfiW inpociafiani wtoofe 
la totont aa eror, on toatmng on too ioagtoaty eonfliet of toteroata which it haa 
aeditomaly enhtoatod between Axaba and Jewi and it punatog ita nafeziowa pdfiby 
of permanonfly antagonlatog too two eommnnittoi by afiomoavo pzomiaea to oitlioe 
party and tfionby cenaoBdatiiig ita hold on one of too woru’a moot otnfegfe 
poainona: 

The Oonleroieo ia oonTincod that the Araba are ^bttog braydy too aoDO 
forooi tliat.aro koeputg India down to aorntude and niaecy and aaaun too and- 
Unperialiata to Faloatue of tli^ wbde^ieartod anpportr 

b. Tbo itndenta of Intoa toroagh their repnaentatiTca aaaembled hen appeok 
to toe ddoKatoa to too next oeaskn of the Ind&n National Congress toat to ▼lew 
of toe impendtog danger of the impoeition of toe unwanted fedoratka aa embediad 
to toe Governmait of India Act and toe bold etand that PreBident Boeohaa 
taken to combat and kill it, he be ze-dected aa preeidoit of the Oongreas. 

d. The AIMndia Students Conference fooka up with pride to toe World 
Studenta AaaociaiioB and declares ita whole heairted support to ita prognanine agatoat 
iaaciam and warmly ^>preciates ita work for the solidarity of too progreaaiva 

atudenta of toe world. , , ^ 

7. This Conference warns the students of Burma againat falling prey to the 
mideBding alcgan **Bttnna for Burmese” and r^ueata Indiana to Burma to settle 
matters amkaSly with the Burmese and unite in a common fight againat firitkh 


imperialiam. 

Portow, it condemns the imperiaUst reprcaaion against toe atudenta of 
Bnrma which bus resulted in the deaths among others, of the Vice^PresIdenA 
toe AU-Burma Students Union and express ito sympathy and soli^ty wito them. 

8. This Conference appreciates the work done by the ^ Indian Defega a on to 
toe World Youth Congress at New York under the leadership of comraeb Ynanf 
Mehmlly and supportn the Wassor peace pact. 

9. nis Conf^ce resolves to radte toe next World Stndenta Oonferanea 
to In dia - 

la This Conference eohdemns toe repressive policy of the Govt of Bengali 
iminst etudent movement aa visualised in t^ arrest of active stadmi * 
fflmCom. V. Dftey, Komode Ben, phaiitn Ganguly and othm 
toe immediate mid iinoonditional withdrawal of the pxoaeeation ineUtuted: 

Comrade Dhaiitri Ganguly. 
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IL lSi0 eonloNiioe file isiHittiiito end naoenditifiiBil nieiae of Seal 

Ckddetiflii of the JSkm Hilli, who ie iscemoDMed lor Imw etrnnfie lor coii&fanf’i 
Iroedoai end whose menie k hettig anitiififieldy delayed by the OSotral Oomameiit 

ICm BtArm 


IS. HbB OMergeiiey of Ckiogme Miiditdee in jprorinees, the eonie^HMQt 
wideidag of oMl liberitisi therein, file stmgde of the Btetee* people lor leipoiMible 
Government ageiMt the antocmfie mle of me native nriaoee hae aisumed a dyna- 
mie lorsii.*The brutal lepreeeive measure adopted by tfamr ruleia with the connivanoe 
and eupport of the Unmount Power, the el^hant ehwges at Kashmir, indiaerimi- 
nets lathi ohaiges and bannings of imblic inatitntions at Hyderabad, Baipnr, 
Myaoee and Travanoore and firing at Yiduxmahawatham and Dheniouial have laiiied 
the will tfi the people to bo free. , ^ * 

Thk Oonferenoe oongcatulates the States pende on thoir heroic stand and feels 

r nd that students ate taJdng part in this strm^e. It feds happy that the people 
Bififcot have won tludr struggle and congratulates them on the earns. 
ihk Oonference further pssnies ite full support to the struggle of the States 
people for the legitimate cause and appeals to the Indian NaUonal Congress to 
ahsndon its policy of non-intetferenoe and to actively support the movement in the 
States for tesponfoble Qovernment and CHvil Libertiee since it fonna a vital part of 
the atrogs^ against the Federation. 


Pt Nehni’a flpeeeli 


^ou must come to this clear decision fiiat the stndents’ movement must be 
bfoad-bssed and must not on any aceount become sectarian", said Pandit Jatoaharlal 
IMru, in disapproval of ideological dispute among stndents, addiessing the 
confoieDoe on the 2nd. January. There was no reason, he observed, why they 
should not harbour in the Federafion people holding dinerent pditicsl views and 
that it must be highly improper for the Studoits* Fraeration to become an inindi- 
dona sectarian body, lor in that way it would not lead to piQgrem but to weakness 
and disintegration. He strongly criticised the extreme facility with which students 
In India nsorted frequently to strikes and Satyagnhas. 

Giving his impressions of bis recent tour of Enippe, Pandit Kdmi said that 
he had found an exfiaordinary intellectaal paralysis in the democratic countries and 
that most people there felt that some changes must coma Concluding, Pandit 
Nehru was sure that ‘‘British Imperialism cannot prevent ns from achieving 
independenoa We are strong enough to fooe it provide certain inner weaknesses 
do not come in oar way." 


"Ever since I returned to India about six wedrs ago 1 have received teqncsta 
and demanda from the Students Federation to come and attend this confoenca 
First of all, the demand was to preside over it and later on it was reduced to at 
lemt to attend it. 1 tried to avoia it for many leasona First, because I was not sure 
'^ol my^aholity to come to Calcutta during this week. More important, however, was the 
reason that l was not quite sue of the desirability of my presiding over it, because 
I find this habit of importing presidents from ontside; fiolitjiaans, weli- 
known men and women, is not a good habit for any live organisation, leant of all 
for a students* organisation. If you want to grow sdf-idianee; you have to atand 
up on your foet and legs. 


"1 have extresae dislike,” proceeded Punditii, "for people travelling long dm' 
tanoes to preside over conferences. About 15 or 16 years ago in my own province, 
Unitod JE^inoes, we made it a rule in onr Congress organisations not to bring 
ptendentofior provineid organisations from ontside. We would Iwdcoma piomineut 
people as visitors, but not as presidents. A similar mle was made with regard to 
district Conferences, though it was more honoured in the breach than in observance. 
This waa because we wanted people to assume responsibility and get to it, 
because we did not went to make these conferences gala ocefisiona for prominent 


ticianB for adoraiim the p 
iaioaa and give shape to 
pla came, large owwds ci 


ftc to maxe tnese conferences gala occasiona for prominent 
the idatform but occasions wtoe we were, to snive at clear 
pe to them in the shape of reBolutions. When mxniunent 


meeting and demonstmtiiMU When we convert our oonference into a puce demons- 
tration, that oonforanoe fofiir to achieve Its purpose^ mote specially studmte* coofe- 
lenoes. where we should consider intdleetoally the very many imlems that fooe 
the country. Theiefora^ I hciiteted to eome.” 
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Fiooeetoff, Ndbro laid t&al lie was.not. dim at lo llie aoblaot cb 
whicdi ha woida addma tha gatlieriii||. Nal tiud k& waa lackii^ in idaaa, Saeaaaa 
thaia were too many uleaa on wluehiu» wonld lika to apeak. Thera wm too aianj 
problama^ national and intemadonid^-that demanded anawer. They had to find out 
wh^ the anawera woe. In their attempt to find the anawer to a problem, thtf had 
to define the problem itaelf firat of all. It waa an extraoirdinary tbind to find in 
many eaaea people attempting to find an anawer to a queation when the qneafian 
had not been framed at alL Iwhen one eama to an anawer before tha problein 
itaelf. it waa an abanrdity. In amm worda, they eame to a aentimental oondnalon. 
To iome extent^ it waa natural, necanae the average human bdng waa not a very 
logiral, rational and reaaonable tanking individual. He or ahe acted under eertain 
urgea and then, later on, tried to juBtify it by aome amment or reason. That waa 
good enough for certain individuala, but not good enough for thoae who called them* 
tolvea atiidenta. Because atudenta had outgrown toe etage of childhood, were 
not on the threshold of life alone but on the threahcdd of thought as well* II they 
did not take advanta^ of the poeitlon at the threshold, they would not ptooeed 
farther in the house <3 life. They should retain toe outlook of students all along if 
they wanted to learn much afterwards. In student daya, they acquired certain ba»- 
grounds, habits of mind and the training to kam. If, aftmwaids^ they retained 
that training and habit of mind, th^ could play an effective part in world 
afihirs. 

“If I may ‘ speak personally*’, went on Pandit Nelini, *T was an avenge 
student in school and college, may be from the point of stu^ just above 
the average. But whatever I learnd, and that was very little, I learned 1^ 
Belf-learning and edf-edncation, by hard work and not casually. If ydu 
imagine you could achieve anything without hard work, you are mistaken. 
Most of itoat I have learned I hare learned by hard work ana study since I left 
the college. Fortunately I had opportanlUes ci study which other people do not 
usually have— that of long years of study in prison. Even outside^ when I lead a 
pretty busy life, I tiy to find aome time at least to ke^ in touch with ideas, mote* 
mcnta, books and literature, because I do not want to toil to keep paoe with tha 
world but I want to have the mental equipment to deal with the problems I hate 
to face anU solve. That I did not learn mudh at school and college is tme’^ 

Proceeding, Pandit Nehru said that when he laid stress on the appraaeh to 
a question, he very often found that the auproadi was a narrow approato to a 
particular problem. That approach might be good enough when they were diiaKng 
with a particular problem,, but unleu they had a wider approach they could never 
solve a problem satiefantorily. Be wm not m complete touch with the activities of Urn 
Btudents’ Federation,, but aomehow vagne reports of what they were doing had 
reached him. He was eager to know how the Btndsnte’ Federation during its brief 
existence had become a great organiutlon. It was a healthy ate in the atudenta’ 
world of India. He had heard that during the last seaaion at Madras there was a 
minor dispute which idtimstely broke Hk up or eomethkig happened and toey oould 
not agree upon. He did not enter into the merite of arguments. Whst struck him 
as stnnge wss that in the Students’ Federafkm they should get excited over those 
arguments. It was r^t that they should formulate arguments with regard to 
theiw matters on an mteHeotnal basis. There wm no reason why they should not 
harboor in the Federation people holding different political and economic views. 
SpeaUng generally, there might be some limiting factors, but subject to tots it 
must be hiehly Impreper for Students’ Federation to become an injudicious sectarian 
body. By ^tarian,* be did not mean it in the religious sense, but in the mentid 
senu. There wm far too much development of sectarianism in India. To a 
certaJn extent it waa inevitable in the chaiiglng condition of things. It was more 
so in the cau fii students orgoniwtions. 

*You must come to this clear decisum,” said Pandit Ndbm, 'Hhat the studenta* 
movement must be broad-based and must not on any account become sectarian. 
We have in India various ideologies, with thdr confiiets. Borne of these eonfticta 
might be reflected tn the students' movemeht. I would not mind students forn^g 
separate organisations for the study of certain idcologieB.’’ If they wanted to make 
the Students’ Federation nsmw, opined Pandit Nehni, it would be utterly wrong. 
For in that way the Federation would not prosper but would lead to bitterness;' 
weakness and disintegration. Th^ had in India numbers of disintregatiug faetora 
ill the body politic and in public life. It was for young men and wdhiea to 
these dinriipting and disiutegrating factors. 


iM TBXAUAin>UL&rm^ [oiLcnmA- 

DoiIbc Uf In IBmpe, raid Fndit Kchni, tiie Irat Ham montlui wm ra- 
arateUb nonllia. Mwt txte-onlliitry happeied. Hmr many oC tham 

fmlirad iMr bacteooaaf Thaj ham paraed loiae Ugh-raondlng imdlatioaa 
abdiil iradim ana oHwr thki^ nay mi^t ham a araniai nndenlanAng 
of Hiem» hat hoir nuuqr ol them had , in their mind a dear aiudy^ d Hw baek- 
|Boaad of the imdatioae f Daring the laet three montlia of hie etay in Eiirope^ edd 
many ehtange Hii^i hailed, evenia from a hietoriral point of dew ae 
big ra wmee of ikbQtmA War oc 1914*18^ not eo big from the pdnt et daw of 
OMndthBi or deetmetioi^hat from the point of view of efaanges as momentooe ae 
them of the last War. Ihere had been an entiie diange in the map of Eniope and 
It wu atiU eoadnning. 

1 ham been, proceeded Pandit Kehm, in England and France and other conn- 
trim whocali themadvea demoeratile. In thoae ooantiiea I hare found an estra- 
oidinaiy pandyaia of the intellecto of the peo|^ yonng and dd, among h^y 
admaced gtoapa and leaa advanced groapa aa wdl— a atiaage pawyaia of intdleot 
omewhehiiM!l^ ^problema thny have to face bat to whidh tb^ cimnot find any 
anawer. Some of the people ore tepeatiDjs the dd dogmia no doubt, and aoggeating 
dd .iemadiea vaa they had done pievionaly. Bnt in their hearts, ih^ wece iSahtfiu 
4f they were right ^and treading the rig^t wi^.** Proceeding Pandi^ aaid that 
meade came ^to him irith eztraindinary aeheme lor national moonatniotion etc. 
dnvolKliig anma.and emvea of in pe ee , ;but they failed completely heeanae th^ 
}iad noeonnaotion inth leility. 

IPandlHi ned deah with the jproblem Of democracy. Whatesactiy did they 
nMna iiytt T IThe 19th century Parliamentary democraqr that etill edited in a 
ggreatar >or kecer mteaeure in England, France^ Doited Etates-and some other emaller 
eoantrieit They saw that kind m democracy had been thrown over borad in 
A O wa ara y and figiy. They ^abo eawu difBvent eyatem of Oovemment edsting 
iw ItiTHiafa • What mey found in En^drad and Fiance jraa different !from the 19th 
rantniy de mp oracy:. l!hd was a duiiigmg thhigL Meet people in England and 
France had mme to the condudon that tine oomd not*oontmue as they hfMi conti- 
Mid la the pact jmd dhat eome dianges annst oome. 

If Hmw tgiplmd ihe demaeraitec ideas to India, how did they find the back- 
j^onnd f Hiey Jeand Hmt lor a nnmiber of yearn India had no democrltic back- 
gnmnd. Thdx methods of OoveEnment sKoe reinote from demociatie. I^o- 
eney iwiaired eertaki traditions, certain disoiidiBe. Democracy without discipline 
went to pieces. Too much ^^hsotpUne without democracy was also highly undfisirable 
as it led to enAcutation. Too mudi dmoocra^ ^without discidiDe lead .to disruption 
and licenee. skft only in the students’ ox»miiBation .but in the CkmgresB organisation 
as well they had to race the problem of ramooracy and disciniine keeping tcgother. 
Foe, without a certdn measure of discipline and democracy things ran mto littte bits. 

Proceeding Pandit Nefara mid lhat Hiclr aotiondl movement Imd grown into 
iremealbaB disaenuoDS dur^ the last bO years. While it started as a small move- 
saent, U grew and grew till it comprised nmtons ti people. The whole of the back- 
gsosM of the natJonsl movement was then agitation. It then shouted and cri^ 
even Ihongh that was limited. When it paeiira a resdution, it gave expression to 
iMx anger. Thra came a sti^c wbeh they devdoiied a certain power to follow up 
ahoata wm some effective action. Their reraiutioDs became a little more reasonable 
because they felt that they had to live up to tbem. When the non-co-operation and 
the Cbvil Disobedienoe movements came, there came great change. If th^ read the 
leaolntioii of those periods, they found they were more moderate and cugniffed be- 
f eMfe beund them lay the reality of threat of action. In other words, they shifted 
from tliPidane of woxds to the plane of action. Shouting conveyed wedmess. They 

yet . got accustomed to thdr new strength and dignity, that was why sometimes 
shoodngs were heard. Panditji then referred to the change which had come over in 
the tana of Indian publirisfs who now went abroad. They no longer whined there 
bnt, eonadoua of thar strengHi, they spoke in a different tone and instead of beggars 
a^^tgp g^H i gr^^h ad become givers and consequently there had been remiarable 

Pandi^ illimtmted with what swise of responsibility the Provindal Congress 
Oommittras and the A. C. O. and the Working Committee of the Gongxeas bra to 
speak a^ fipnm iraolutiom,. to a word from the Working Committee <^d put an 
end to a ministry. If thiqr^: irm asked to follow a certain programme, that would 
be followed, whatever the uiUinate consequences. They had shed their weakness and 
beeme stroiig. They had been flghting British Imperialism so long. The British 
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Imp^ism ww one of ^6 -iHggeeBt «iid most tK>w«rfal organit^^ imkL 

But from the long view of things it to dead. A atoctoally apeaking, it had givtoi up 
ite gbort thongh not in actoality, though it ade^t be )Mo$ a doeen or 15 rna or 
one or two yeara more. Historically apeaktng, it to a dying thing and has loat 
erery&ing that mve ita atrangdi, thoufdi » might attU carry on beeanae of a aerlda 
impetna, It4iaa loat its apirirand material reaoniees and cannot live long. 1 hafO 
no shadow of ^bt that Brittoh inmaitoltom cannot pievnat na f lom adidefing 
independenoe. We axe stTon^enoagh tO|^bee it prorlded .eeitain inner weakawaoea 
do not come in our way.*’ Their problliii waa not, emphaidaed Itedi^i, Agkting 
Imperialism but certain disruptive tendmlelea such as eoBumutidisin. 

Beferring to growth in the membership in the Oongraas Ftadi^i aald that he 
was not very much impressed by sheer number, because he was more concerned 
with what manner of people were coming. He was for ntifibnuig the Congress 
organisation and nuiking it a strong and wdl-knit organiaatton Jor wtiag. Anouier 
problem which facdl them was how to integrate the two "iiiovemeBii, poftticsl and 
social so that these two movements did not pull in different directions. Thty mnst 
think of means to mdee them pull together. 

Referring to the communal tendencies, he certmnly deidored them whil ifhere 
was a new tendency among some Muslim Leagners to repudiate the*vsiy htoavoi 
nationalism. Although it was distressing, personally he <Ud not attadi mtmh import 
tance to it, but the most Stressing .*featnie df these communal .movements was .llm 
utterly irresponsible method df dealing with major problems. He .eiprcieed Jito 
utter d stress at the methods which communal leaders were intrpdnciug dn the 
public life ‘Which had the effect of disintegrating .the public life. There were 
iStandaids of public life which ignore stt their peril. Frofi^al.v4to ^Bieie 

standards were ritoapMring owing ite .the aettons of communal leaders, fie wras 
wuro that 'thqr would be gradbudly coining sound :and no youngmen 'woi^ be 
misled. Pandit)! strongly critidaed ^e .extreme facili^ with which atudento itk India 
icsorted frequently to etrtkes and satyagmhas* 


The Madras Students* Conference 

The PlwsIdeBttol Address 

The Madras Presidency Students’ Oonferenoe was held in Madras on the 
7th. January 1989. After the wdeome address had been ddive^ 1^ 
Hamanujaahari. Chairman of the Reception Committee, Mr. AT G, Manga 
ddivered his rresidential address. It was good, Mr. Ranga said, that they 
met to bring into existence a well-organised txxiy on behalf of all the students 
of the presidency, comprising as it did four linguistic provinces. To give 
an effective direction to South IncUa public life, to indicate the right policy 
to be pursued by the Government in regard to education and to dieck '^arbitrary 
exercise of power by the various Universities in our area”, there was, he said, need 
for a consolidated Students’ Organisation. 

Students, Mr. Ranga continued, should shoulder thdr responsibilities in nation- 
building efforts. They entered public life of the country as soon as they l^t. 
eiementaiy schools, and they could not affect the luxury of waiting until they had 
finished their college studies, to take a hand in the national ^ort to xegenerate the 
masses, reconstruct national life and to free thrir country. 

Most students did not realise this simple fact and hence their luxurious ways. 
Surely, there was much food for introspective thought in the many and growing 
and far-from-creative activities of an increasing number of our studeut public. 
More and more of them seemed to be surcharge with too many anti-social and 
unprogiessive influences, and it was suicidal that they, on whom the nation was 
baakiag for ita future and the masses for the supply of their future leaden, shonld 
allow these evils to continue to eat into their very vitals. It was hig^t time 
for students to begin raising their own social and intdlectual standards, puri^ng 
their thought and ahaldng tnemeslves teg from all anti-aatlonal, non-social habits 
and tbou^ta. 
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^ Ekitai^ aa eunatt i^aa lor tm uid indopoiaiteit tldnkinK on the part o£ 
•liideat% Mr. Bang* oonteodod that Iiidiaii aaii^nUiat wert : ^ahe^ahly nSu]^ 
on thoae of tha caMtaliat-oum-iiiio«ialiit wovkL** Hr*' iudgested that 

atndonti wm aabjaoted to an ^'all-onibracing and oontiiiadhi hioceia u mooldinic 
tiiair thought^ oonackiiia at woU at attb-tionscloaa* throngbottf Iona vaara c2 
ichoot andoulm llle^ not to apeak their home aaid that it waa 

her^ of them mat, deaplte tHa ‘tortnona grlndl^ of thdr minda by the Fnm- 
kenateb monater of oar educational inatltu^iona’^ ao many atndenta mana^ to 
Btcetoh their minda beyond their ooUegea and achoola and tried to win thSr own 
minda and hearta lor themaelTea. The rery ficat thing to do waa to free every 
atadent from the clntehea of the pieaent educational ayatem and to do all th^ 
oonld to help inatitaUona like Kiaan and Muadoor l^oola, Gongreaa and Bo^iat 
Sduxda, achoola nm on the Waidha educational principle, in order to mining 
and if poaaible diiminate the evila of our educational trapa. While were atUl 
at adiool and ooll^ they abouhl eameatly study and think out waya and meant 
for jinuidating the ignorance of adults, and the wroug-headedneaa ci moet elementry 
aehom teachers. The awful ^wattage that occurred In elementary achoola. he lam. 
had to be stopped and the relapse into illiteracy of thoee who had been through elemen- 
tary achoola ameted. Eriendahip between every pnpil in an elementary 
and the local library, communion between every pJiiM of echool-goine ase and 
adoleecent in a villm or a city and the local library ihould be dUigently foateitd. 
Varied aocial aedviUea such as Nadonal Scouting, Folk Dancing, Rural xeoonaimc- 
don dxould be encouraged and develOi^ Surely atudente could do a tremendou lot 
in any or all these direcdoua either by thought, communion, partnerahip or aodve 
participation, throughout the year or at least for one or two nourw a day or during 


What were these esaminadona that they diould be thinking ao much about 
to the ezcIuBion of theiv public reaponaibiiideaf They were given degrees if they 
passed them, but why did they want degrees? Rot even 30 per cent of the 
gradnatee were able to obtain jobs and thoae that obtained bad to atart on Ba. 25 
per meneem. Degrees only sp^t wroM ideas of atatua, which made them **unem- 
plmbleP*. Degreea were not after m ao highly valuable as to be prefect to 
qnra own duty to one’s country. His appeal to students would be to rebel against 
*^11110 wasting ^nitem of ezamination’’. Let them demand better standards of 
teaeWng, wider eeooepdoaa of educadon covering their civic life, more eecurate 
methods of 'judging the ability of students to understand what was taught to them 
in their schbeda and ebUeges, a more bumann and intimate contact Mtween the 
mind of the atudents and the teacher. Withont a re-orientation cd the examination 
eyalem, neither the Wardha Educational Scheme nor anytbins else could help to 
regenerate the student world. The Kiaan and Mnxdoor Schools bad already led 
the way in this direction with excellent results and let students demand and work 
lor this reform most insistently^ 

It was moat deplorable, Mr. Ranga said, that the gulf between students and 
tlieir teachers was growing wider and wider despite afi the nationalist propaganda 
for a return to the ancient Gurukiil system. It might be that a large nun^er of 
teachers and lecturers bad been completely cut off from the main stream of the 
national movement and therefore scorned to care only for their salaries and daily 
routine in their classes. But it was up to them, the awakened students, to win 
them back, through comradely efforts, to their proper role and encourage others who 
were making their approaches to them through extra-school activiticB so that, they 
could have thoii co-operation, guidance and comradeslup in the efforts to study 
mere and more, render social service and carry on various national reconstruction 
campaigns. 

Comparing schools and colleges of to-day to prisons, Mr. Ranga said that 
students went there because they must, not because they loved them. Neither 
tlie management nor the teachers seemed to realise t^t tney hdd the time of 
students ns a nationnt trust and^ that they must do all they could to help students 
to equip themselves for the great task that lay ahead. Instead of there growing 

g au atmosphere of mutual understanding, there to-day pervaded a horrible atmos- 
ne of mutual distrust and disregard. Need one wonder if there was a strike 
er all thr>a^< the educational world? Rather, one should wondw at the latc- 
BCM of its emes^gaieo and even then, at its want or intensity or diffusion. It was 
only another r afo be bankruptcy of wisdom in the preseut day educational authori- 
ties that instcaa of winning the love and admiration of the taught by taking a 
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lead in discovcrin;^ and enforcing better, easier and happier methods of teadiing, 
tlicy should be passing iifincc^CHsary and useless uhoscs like those of Che Andlum 
Uiiivertity, or the G. ()*s of the Madras, Rihai^, Bengal and United ProTincea 
Governments. He congratulated Indian students upon their energetic protosC 
against **8111^ methods of repression”. The sooner educational authorities rea- 
lised the need for enforcing only the minimum of regulations and giving the 
l^reatest freedom to stiulcnls. the better it would be for them all. If they did not. 
It would bo the duty of students to against all such absurd impedimenta 

placed so unimaginatively in their way by the teachers and other authonties. He 
hofl no fear wluitsocver that this might Icail to anarchy. He had had too many 
years of intimate cx|x:riciicc of students to believe that they were incapable of looking 
after themselves once tiioy were ]>ut on their mettle. 

To-day the complaint was, in his view, not that students were taking too 
much part in tx^litics but too little. It was most unfortunate that when not even 
10 |K^r cent of the student i)opul:i(ion was cvincini; any consistent or genuine intereat 
in public life, University and Government authorities should be playing 
roiu'tiouary role of preventing us doing our duty by our nation.” There was no 
danger of any outburst of violence, for tlic student world was to-day pleiked to 
non-violence. All Indian stiidoiita, irres{>oc‘tive of their colour or creed, were pledged to 
light Im^Mirialism. After ]M>tiiling out that they did not want racialism or omnipotent 
nationalism, the Prmdciit said : ”We seek to build our beautiful edifice of freedom 
and fraternity on the solid foundation of sentiment and cultural heritage. But Nationa- 
lism is only a means to an end. It can never be an all satisfying end in itself. It 
is wholesome and safe only so long as it is a steppingtstone for embracing the whole 
hinnaiiity.” It was unfortunate, lilr. Ranga went on to say, that the Intellectuals’ 
had faiira to benefit humanity to any extent. To-iUy’s students would be to-morrow’s 
iiitelle(*tiials. Therefore it was their duty to avoid the follies of their intellectuals 
and to throw in their lot with tlve musses and thus help them to realise their 
oneness of interest with all the intellectuals. To achieve such a socialist State, we 
shall adopt non- violent means ns it is the best suited for. our condition. Knowing 
thus AS we do what exactly we want to sec achicvetl in the fullness of time, it is 
our duty to stand solully by the Indian National Congress and Kisan and Muzdoor 
Sablias and all other anti-imi^orialisl organisations. 

The President then ap})calcd to them to bring more and more students in 
touch wiUi the day to day struggle of the masses by conducting village economic 
surveys and so«‘ial studios. osfHScially during viwations. Their associaliciis would 
also have to ooinluct niiti-illiterucy C 4 impaignB and co-operate with the Riiral Library 
Movement in iwomoting adult iHiiu'ation. The co-operative and rural development 
activities also deserved their co-operation. 

Resolutions 

Resolutions offering the su)))K>rt of the student eomnuinity to the Congress 
in any fight it might lauiu h against rcHleration, declaring that India should 
refuse to offer any assistance to Britain in any future iiuticrialistic w*ar, and 
expressing disapproval of the attitude of the Govern ineiits in the Statte ci 
Hyderabad, Travaiu*ore and Mysore, towards the student movements in their 
territories, were passed. 

The Conference apiiealed to the authorities of the Annamalai University 
to \H>nsidcr tlie just demands of the students and take back the ei^led and 
suspended boys and establish a i^eaceiul and cuUural atmosi^lierc in the University.** 

llie Conference congratulated the Madras Government on its ’^bdld stand 
in the matter of introducing compulsory Ilindustani in the schools of . the 
province.** 


The Andhra Students’ Conference 

Presidential Addresa 

The fifteenth session of the Andhra Provincial Students* Confmee was held 
In Sri Durga Kala Mandir, Bezwada, on the 28tii. Jannary B129 under the prendeni- 
■hip of Mr. AT. G. Ranga, M. L. A. who in the course of his addresa. observed that 
many things bad happened in the country since 1927 when, as Chairman of the 
Bieoc|»tion Commitiee, he occasion to present his thoughts to the Guntiir aesaiion 

eo 
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<ji OcmfereDee. ^^Tben it Wis the justice Petty * he remeihed, *^thel 

|6t ihe wiira up irhen so neny of us of the Oongtess persuasUm were hming 
, : inovement but to-day it is the Congress leaders who ere upset 

l^^lfeiis .v^lillst (mdership df the students’ movement.** While most of his 
eiiaeevMib to iiiteMt ^e students in rural reconstruction, adult education 
(tiid oCh^ itctive mesa work were not of much avail then, students of college 
m Idp. #erc taking to this work now. Thus a great change ior the 

mitter hid eonie lyret the students’ movement during these ten years* 

. Ptpeisi^ttg, Mr. Banga said that the artificial restriction of passes to 90 
cent in examinations Would block the progress of etodente and 
ihiay . their ultimate emergence ai liill-fledged and unfettered eitiaens. Even in 
thi mmaieval guilds, he siud, thtfe were some sensible and wdl-thonidtt cot 
ciliiiB and relations to b^p the apprentices. But no attempt had been made 
jihitr j^hiic men or educational authorities to assure an easy admisaioii, 

lUes awd ^ ^ r^^ results in examinations. When neither the Oongrem 

0^; the Ministry nor the TJiiivcrsity took up such serious problems, it was not 
<m the part of students if they tried to remedy matters by their own 
iWbrifi. ^ ^erring to the ‘strike wave all oveL.^the Madraa Pko^deney in.^r8fiasd 
lb ihe ubtention of students in the selection examination, he optned that everyone 
iiflibald be allowed to try his luck at the public examination. 

Mr, Hanga siiggestcid that arts and crafts should be tanght in every school 
and a fXirtjoii of the 0X|)eiise9 recovered ihcrefrom. He then referred to the 
various pievances of the Mtudents and observed tlial the students had the right to 
strike when their grievances had remained unredressed for a long time. 

Mr. Banga continuing said that the Universities and the heads thereof had 
fraud, to give them the corr(‘<^t persiKsctive and light could be had only when they 
atiialed the lives of their great men like Gandhiii, wlio lived only for the masses. 
To know the secret of their siicccss as servants of the masses and to imbibe their 
Sffirit of service, without necessarily adopting either all their ideologies or methods 
well ^ process of their self-education. He pleaded for the study 

bf. Ac various arts and crafts from their invention to their present-day developments 
aUd Ae vicissitudes through which they had passed and develops. He hoped 
Aat this process would help them to appreciate tlie value of service and enthuse 
them to action. Mr. Ranga insisted that the great need of the hour lay not in merely 
disoovftring truA and gathcriag knowledge, but in passing it on to the masses at 
^ ettrlicst possible moment. If this moss c<lucation was undertaken on a larger 
S^e, illiteracy would be completely liquidated and the problem of the middle 
clim eAicated unemployment thoroughly solved. 

Referring to the present political situation in this country, Mr. Ranga urged 
tiiat .the ObngibSB should launch Anti-Federation Batyagraba and felt that the 
time was .npe for such a campaign ar d hoped that it would lead to the convening 
wf ‘Ae Oohstituent Assembly, at which they could frame their own constitution. 

Resolutions 


tee Conference met on the next day, the 29tb. January and passed, among 



abbpided rapport to the Wardha Scheme and requested the Qovemment to 
ihtl^ttoe Ae simie in this Presidency at an early date. 


ilie Orafevence condemned the attitude of Ae Anti-Hindi agitatois and 
Ae pbliey of the Gongiess in having accepted Hindi as the conuMm 
langiMiKe of India. It, however, urged that the special fees now being colleeled 
in eoHeges lor Hindi shcmld he tbolished. 

tern Gbhteraee regretted the attitude of the Madras Government in not 
haring dbehmsd the Indq^dimce Day as a public holiday and reauested them to 
lift An hra on the Telugu edition of *^Anna** and similar Telugn 

phmiOiltiQns. It reaolved that students should strive for removing illiteracy 
maong the jnsfitfr by organising night schools and Summer schools daring theii 
letonra tiine and throng Ae aid dT radio and such other implements. 

tee OdniBBrara lesrived to organise a general strike next year against the 

of some specific grievances m that ana. 



£dtt«altoiii qi iKltoiliinf 



To base an educaiionnt. seheme on ib« oreod^inf the leader of a politic fMkfQr « 
it to import a method ol etlucalion that finda favout in totalitarian atotea and m 
cleirl^r eontranr to Round principlea of education, declared the MuBlim league Oom^ 
inlttee ivreeidea over by the /?a>a of IHrpur in its report on the Wiurdha 

fieheme of Education issued from Pelhi on tlxe 8t1i. AprlM939. 

The Committee aHserts that wHxfe the Wardha Scheme claims to exclude the 
lellgkMxi institQtioire of different Indian commnnitieB, it really aims at 8up|danting 
aU Ollier religions by a new religion— Gandhism. 

The Nualims in India, or in any other country, the Committee proceeds^ form 
a nationality of thmr own with their own view^nt on all aapeeia.or life and eim 
Odra no allegiance to soul, blood or colour. The control of. the edaealkm of a 
pe^e placed in circumstances as the Indian Mnssalmms are. shotild be ewoaiUlly 
and exclusively in their own bands. It is an invariable corollary to their heing 
politically and socially a distinct entity. / 

The Committee was apptnntcd by the Council of the All -India Muslim Xeague 
to investigate whether the vVardha Scheme would have the etlect of preventing or 
drehmseribing the jxrogfess of the Urdu* language and Urdu ^ript; and whether 
it would tend to obliterate or weaken the religious traditions and culture of Indian 
HussalmauB so that thev might lose their separate national identity and be moulded * 
TiC/jorduu'; to the polit:«*vil ideals of the Congress 

■'rhe Commit tef was ai«o entrusteti with the task of finding ovit whether it is 
essential that ^Inssalmans should have tlieir own sepirate organis^ition for eduoa^ 
tion, whi 'h should l-c viuder ibeir own routrol and if how Uiat could 1 ms given 
effect to. The rejKjft of the Committee which was prefecnted to the Council of the 
League was signal hy the Kaja of Tirimr, Dr. Afzid Hussain Qadri, Karimur 
Kaza Khan and Trof. 8yed Nnwabali. 

The (/Oininittcc has found th.^t the. WanUxa- Scheme would both prevent the 
progress of iiie ITtdu language and obUtciate the religious traditions and culture 
of Mussalmnns. For these reasons, the Oommltice recommends that Mussalroans 
must have compicre control over their education as regards ]»oIicy, finaucet curri- 
culum and supeivisiuTi. 

Discussing the ellcct of the Wardba Scheme on Muslim c ulture and traditions, 
the Committee sajp ‘"ilmse uho have experience on the woiking o£ the legislature 
in the Congress provinces are familiar with the callous disregard shown to the 
Muslim representative. We need haidly emphasise that legislations are carried with- 
out giving due weiglit to iitc ojunions of the Mnseaimuns. ^ The experience gained 
in totalitarian slates shows that the culture and separate individual existei^e of 
minority nations has been undermined by the system of education and Muslim 
youth would be converted with apparent use td force to the Congre*« creed by the 
introduction of a similar system/^ 

The Committee ex]»laiii8 that a system of pi ino ary education has been adopted 
in some countries as a means of wiping out the separate identity of various eomrau- 
nities and welding them into a ('oi')iorate state as well as to propagate the political 
and economic principles of the party in control of the machinery of the abate and 
for the conversion ot the youth to the ideals ©f the party. **We are tn no way 
condemning the doctrine of non-violence, but in an educational scheme ^ them must 
be Boo|)e for teaching difrereiit forms of |Mditical ^petrines. II from .their chthUiodd 
boys and girls are made to think in terms of supmovitv of non-vi^ec^ it may 
produce the same 'results as the doctrine of superiority of race has done ia oertaia 
toiaHtarian States. To base an education seheme on the creed of a leadto of a 
political party is to import a method of education that finds favour in totalifariaii 
states and is ••learly contrary to sound principles of education. This will involve 
.giving education a feligioup garb. It will clearly imply the welding of two . ajdaoiia 
into one svnthetic culture by means of a system, of primary education ana will Only 
facilitate the conversion of ihe youth to the ideals of the Congress. 

•^We think that in a country like India, a land of various narioaalities, only 
that system of education esn be succesfefal which is i^lculaied ^ ^^ke a pm^. 
understand the society of which he. is a part and to ermte a great bmy. of . imiiM 
people who would be tolerant of other prople's views. A system of eduction wlnw 
emphasises the superiority of ope political ideal over others will mieouA^ 
intolerance^ • 


4!» THE PUNJAB MUStIM STUDENTS’ CONftERENCE t laboeb- 

The Committee demimds the creation o! an educational fund in every province 
for #hich contribution from the Provincial Oovcrnmenta of thmr due share for 
Mnallm education should be sticured. To manoi^e this fund and to control, direct 
and supervise Muslim education, the Committee recommends the creation of an 
AU4iidta organwatiou with a Central Education Advisory Board to assist it 


Puiijab Muslim Students* Conference 


Presidential Addresa 


1%e All-Punjab Muslim Students’ Conference commenced at Lahore on the lith. 
Jaanary 1980 under the presidency of Mr. Abdul Qayun^ m. l. a., who in 
the course of his address. declarcti : **A cry is mised in India that Islam is in 
danger. This cry is raised by those persons who have not made the slightest 
sacrifice in the struggle for the freedom of the country but, on the other hand, 
■ap|)OTtcd British imperialism. The real danger is from such persons who act as 
the agents of British imperialism”. 

Mr. AbdtU Qayum added that the spirit of democracy was innate among 
Muslims. He was sure that Muslims would take a great part in the coming struggle 
for the freedom of the country, for which they should prepare themselves from now. 
They were not joining the struggle for the freedom of the country to please or to 
oblige Hindus. It was the liounden duty of Muslims to fight for the liberty of their 
country. They were not to fight British im|)crialism oiuy but all imperialistie 
powers in the world. 

Referring to the Army Recruitment Bill, Mr. Abdul Qayum said that the 
supporters of the Bill misled the masses, saving that the Congress opposed the Bill 
because Muslims were in a majority in the army. This was not a fact That 
argument had been advanced simply to justify their support to the BiU. 


Reeoltftloiis-’fiiia Rsy-^Lahere— 18tfa. January 1989 


On the next day, the 15th. January, Dr. Sai/uddin Kitehlew presiding, the 
Conference passed the following resolutions 

The Conference op]K)sed the imposition of the proixised Federal Scheme and 
appealed to the Muslims and anti«impertalilt forces in India to resist it tooth 
and nail. 

By another resolution, the Conference demanded the overhauling of the pre- 
sent system of education and inged u}X)ti the Government to adopt measures in 
Older to mike it moie com(iatible with the piesent needs of the counti^. 

The resolution further demanded that recruitment to the Provincial Services 
and the Ministerial EsUhlishmeut should be made from qualified candidates in the 
Older of 

next vcsolnfion condemned British policy in Palestine and sympathised 
with we Arabs. 

Anotte set of resolutioins demanded the imparting of free education upto the 
Ifotk! standai^and the teaching of the Urdu language as a compulsory subject and 
the giving to Eaglieb the emne place as is enjoyed by it in other indepentot 
eouotnes. 

0 The Conferei^ also stf^essed the need for the establisluncnt of a Military Col- 
lege ill the Punjab, which ebould be ojien to every educated jierson. It also called 
upon the Aninman-i-Hamyat-Mslam. Lahore, to utilise the collection of donatlona 
for the mgaimntiai ui the Muslims. 


^ Dr. In fats concluding remarks to the Conference, said that 

thM who taii^ Ihe bogey ef Islam in danger did not in fact understand the 
•piiit and sfoml of the tenets of Islam. He api)ealed to the Muslims to rise above 
narrow. cMHin^tsm and to strive hard for the attainment of freedom for India, 
gonomic^/, poihjoaqiy^ aodidly tad rcliciously. In his message to the students. 
Dr. KUchlew ahorm ^ llnsliin students to build up strong character. He 
te latisy i leiidarily and stressed the urgent need for s common 
plBtipnn--t]m CMW of one^ u and the rallying under one banner—and 
appsaM paiticstejy Ma^msof the Punjab to contribute thdr mite 

tewaids the canse oTlhs fineedom of tbs country. 



The Convocatkni Adilresm 

Tl^ Delhi Uirfvet»i^ 

^ Thft laJIowInp U the tost of the Convix-ntion AtMn'gg doKvMwl by Sir tS¥\ 
S*a«hir ifamiiiyK%B.F^ O.I.K., Pevretary to the Cbn-cnitnciit Imtiii hi Ik 
Department o( licnitli und LainU nt the ^evoiileLjith C'oiivoetttloii ol i 

l)nivmUy of DoUii held on the 9eth. IlnreH 1^311 

It if! customary, on ocentfions the present, to render thftiik< for tlie honoat 
conferrod on the spniker. I iim snfluneiuiy humble to n]fprc<*isiie the hoiicmr iMi 
•tiCTi, mid to then k yon, Mr, rro-Clinncellor, for n privilejic for wliiih 1 hare lio 
qimlitlcrnknis. ' tuademic. distinctions ns I iras forluiinte enonirh ^ 
win In h iieijL^luHMtriiii; University arc n«ir ,n dim I'crsoiial nifinory ; only the 
nrehivtsfc at Aliahabiid may, «uic uidiu*ky day, hiive to jilain c Ihroutat the ollMiil 
m'onis of thos(t in the piwcss of wecHlini; out tlie snwYtluons aivumnlatioti* 
that, tinie eolUN*ts, And my ollioial desitnmlion may best rnMniuipared to a >howy 
doak hidiiii; a skeleton ; the Hn^retary to the lioveiiiment of Iiidtil in the 
lytHirtnient. of Kthienrioii, Health ana l4ands now wields little oVer 

vital eduealifMiat iiisiios. The artuia for these is set in t):e. threat atilonomoiii 
rrmiiiecs with whoso (h>veriun<*nts the requisite initiiUivc uinl uutlumty test. At 
mretin^s of tJic iVntral Advisoiy Ikmnl of Kdueation. oi»t‘e a year, he may ivateh 
these eiirreniH suirl up ifeiilly in the indite ex)ti^sitioii of Vroviocial Idiiiisicrs. 
A|wrt from rids aiimml glimpse', ho has to sit far away in the sluulows^. 

You ejiti iiiiaaiuo, Mr. rm-Ohnneollor. how presnmiunoiis. and wiihont 
prdAt to this distini^iushetl aiulieiiee, my luurptanee of your‘in\ltaiiitti would have 
been if the elioit'u of the subjc<«t of my dWouise htnl to l>c limitcil to si»mc 
question of e«liirntional iHifiey or tlie higher a«‘iulemic>s. Hut your example, Mr* 
Viee«niai»erHoi\ has Provided me with a fortunate means of etu^mte from attempting 
what, lor me, wouKl have bctMi (piite an imiHWsiblc task, l^st year, in this very 
hull, au<l more reeciiUy at laihoro, you have shown that other themes may be 
invoked withoiit loss of interest or Inek of uropriety ; that those who, having 
t*oniplcled their studios, are almiU to lesivc the Vniversily to fat'c the worl<U may 
be ex|toetcd to 1>egiii to rclleet im matters other than e<lite:irioiml ideals and 
edueatioiial praottec ; to appreeiutc. no less, a roeognition of their mental eomiiig 
of age by an A)qu'al to share the anxieties of us older men over more pressing 
and iwrilous issues than learned disiittisitions on the sonmwhat arid niecikw of 
educulionnl reform, rounded olf with svuiovoitH ]H'riods of superior ailmonition* 
It seCins only fair tti remember that the great maiority of tJiosc to whom 
€onvoi*aliou sficivhes ore prijuarily uddr«*sscfl eeasc to take si*rions iiitenwt in 
education when they eeuse to lie students : tiuit life otTcrs tlicm oilier problems, 
iutellMuaUy no loss aMraetivc niid of greater prnetieal im}H>rt, 

Tlte suh)ci*t of wbieh 1 wish to s]:e:ik UMlay is power ; not meebahieal 
power^ which is a bianeh of idiysicnl seicneo, or spiritual power, whiili eoimenM 
rdigion, but temporai {Huver, esiteeially the iduieal |)owor of rlic fc^into over tJie 
individual ; of tlie origin of such j'Owcr. of its patr))ose and its use. It is not 
given to everyone to sjMwk of such roattovs with the clarity, the dignity, Uie 
claasic case that hm’c marked your two Convivalion addresses, Sir Maurice. 1, at 
least, shall not even aspire to what I know 1 cannot I'ossiblv aCiompUsh. -And 
from my midionee I shall crave, in advance, tlic indulgence without which the 
contrast iu quality between what you said last year, ami what 1 pro|)08c to 
io-day, may break down their reserves of patient coin icsv. 

j have been loil to choose this subject, i nrilv ny the tiile of a rcimt book 
f tom the pen of that brilliant writer, Mr. Hertranci jluitsHl, and partly by tlm 
thoughts suggested, Mr. Vicc^banccllor, by ^omc very wise words that y:ou 6|ioko 
the o^r day at a similar function in T^orc. You will agree that the, impact 
of ibe power of the State on the individual/. nud of capital on labour, ^istatiites 
the main problem to-day iii the sphere of human ideals aval hiinvan ciiudact. And 
it is npt mpreiy a theoretic problcin, rarefied ]Hibulnin for the ph)h>^^her and 
&e liage, but' a practical problem for every one whose allegiance to the ^te» 
whQM dMings ^th hia fellow-mcn, whether as master or as servant, ate 
, tdiUionthfps regulated, to some extent, by free and reticotive judgment, \iiot 
""lortithd^ unp^^ by coercive authority or acccv^tcd as obligations of i^uiuliibio 
'^om* ' Yott or 1 need not be a I^ocke or a Housseau to probe into these seemingly 
abstruse myateries ; owe it to ourselves, as thinking men, to answer, the 'many 
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m wKk'tit' 

te* »wM ii«t liliiaok MiiA'4^ „ 
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«ii inteM idkoL All of ttt, jq oiur f^piotitre 
wm It mittrmL At4 it net . neeeitmib^ i^ 
phme-f-^, W too wMe to be tni^ It 

power, but the nee to F^^trer ie put, datenotooi^^l^ 

„ A petiott eeekifig the obQi^ tbet o iiiodeet inixime. m 

W blTftailr iA eotofort; to advd^ Ut. cfaiMvenI* to entertaiit. - 

beb^te irnttotollrv On JUt> 

tbo esdeiit that It epeot on openbtt bbin^tiUe in Qhw cor enoourafliiig 
tweXPiBU to Omn Ptiteiii. ood not on bremog eeonmio ‘ 

' ^ E^lat weritli. cootiolled ' 

liuioitib^ and ^ 



rivele. la a dadioblf 
eorporatare gioitpa iaatead oi 
buwiaoitiriab eodn as tibe arelfafe of 


, fa ajp iiwtrutaeiii poli^ poww, of be 8tpb 


tbe .eonaeoi tlie noteitied. wad iaid lor peiUMabil pbqNiiea. fa aot only ool 
obiaetlOQalilA'bgt eaaenad^f^ progioBa. Bobbea’a cooceptioii of . primeval 

nib ^aa' A peradn living by btipadl waa prolmbly never true biatorieally. li ia 
nmllln troe nor ideally dourabicy io^ nan can attain to bia bigbeat raittinenl 
only aa a meinber ol. aociety and the aaeodatkm of neo into a eominunitf 
nebaaeipdee the eaiatonee 'of a State. It ia only when we oonaidBr the other pan 
of Aeten^a dictum, .nandy that abaolute power eorrupta abaoiahdy. that waaea 
ia eertain •contemporary eventa* mateiid lor thou^i aa to the oorvnt atm and naa of 
pomr^ At Lahore Sir, you compared acme aajpecta o( democraey and totalitarianiim. 
Your ohaervationa are, I am aiire* too mab in the miMOiiea of moat of thnaa 

pnaani^here to-day to need i^tition or jpari^raae by me. For' my pteeeni 
pOfpoea^ it would be anfficioit to emphaaiae that^ in ita or^a. the power of both 
ftb dmoeradc and the totalitarian State may be popular. Indeed, it la the proud 
elaiaa of Sie leadm ol tha two mightleat auuioritamn odunmea in Europe that 
they attained to power on a wider baaia of individual aaaent than the preaeni 
haad of any democfatks State. For the sake of aigument that elaim mmr ha 

eonceded. tbough much could be aaid ngalnat the metbodi by which ench auffaigi 
bhi been aecnired. 1 would only remark. In paaaing, that methoda that dnpe or 
daatioy one’a faeedom of choke will rob aaaent of all title to that name and oady 
ooptert it Into an uneeav maak lor what ia, in radity, coarclon. Bu^ iudgaa bf the 
teat of the purpoee to which totalitarian power ia put^ it laila to aatiifjr any taaooal 
mend atanuMrd. There are not wanting enlfioaiaita whoee admiration for the achlevn* 
meats of Faaclet or Kaci rdk; the momliaatkm of an entire Pj^le for eShrt dhucled 
to a common cuA the efficient devotion of ita energies, in obedience to one tingle wlil» 
10 the attidnment of that end, ia honest and bonndieaa. They aae tma dampemey 
in the eqnality of aacriftce that euch a regime impdeea oh all eseapL parhm * 
‘ lew; real moral .grandeur in the discipline with which eiwh w^uimy is 
But even these, enthiieiaete can give only one honest a n a wer lo the 

. :<^t^at ia the end of this supreme dedication of *1iody. will and aonl^, 

that the ultimate end. ia domination, the eompkta aaonidaoey of a ^at«n or 

race over ^ffil others. Kow, it knot enough toicall the desire to dpatinaleavO. Anathewat 
eany thafar own eondam n ation unlem supported raa eo n . But what Aelon said of 
aheennte power .>k true hktorically <d au eaparimieDta in domlnatka. Pndmdwd 
power siSmdiMs ends by benmiing mMtearj. Alemder j^ jnunri^ 
SS»|d»'1eiig<enoqgfa te prove the truth of tbw but alt idmolutlema Ik the 

hkterirOf^M wof«n^ wltneas to it The Empim of Femla and Rome and. In 
mdlarn timeiL of Kipnieen, are inattnee drawn from a falvly toi 
In Ihk^'thew te no annaa lor anrmlae* Whm ^ ItSttvIdnal k 
Sie SMIUM temn<cnd^ and in 
hko ;4y>iBny« HeM^ chairs to aodi . 

M iwo i k »<tho attmn to k tevolntion or emmneat 

ioinl^iM^hie it te beneit of a ^lew dr aOi el those over whom 
kidhf it wt ciim !lMniv^^ timio demtunhak ehort^ttvad. The « 
ei efilpaffitiea te ifakhvidnol does not alter the oonne of ^ 

pyidooiffiilr Ki^, whetikr oneor many, lemaiiia an Ideal or n ^ 

mo Mnga M neat queatkii : Power hi aoui^ ami; m 

la it nece&yl Ih tlk M k would be weB to rooeg^ tintTwhal 
eoMlr deairm laht^ lio.ei|M^ 

miieace. even if it nm dtakeble that th^ dbonU oaMi fo bUf Bni iio nan 
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ol potiUcal power ^ . be justified 
ntn’s {ulfilment ciia only come 


on moral grounds. As 1 hare alfoi^ Sfdd. 

, . • . . - through membership of society, imdomm 

esASteiice aod ^velopment postulate existent of an authority to KuidjB 
oontrcM It. Nmther can be achieved without power. Individual freedom, oy wbl^ 
dw I lio{ie to show later, I set great dtoie, would, in some, if not the nw^ity 
to express itself arbitrarily and, therefore, d^gcrously/U it wiro im 
ooDtimled and- guided. Anarchy is ho more desirable tham drapotism, ^ 

And so we urive at the next :—What should be the true aim Of 

urn |H>wer of the State? The ‘ ansmr is simple. The ideal aim of such pbw^ 
must be to secure, to each individual, Sue fullest opportunity for seU^iotoAoh: 
The ultimate purpose of man is man himself. His life in isolation may, in llciblMs^ll 
Well-known phrase, tend to boepmo '^solitary, poor, nasty, brutish ana short**, btti 
astoiattpn with his fellows brings no salvation if. for the dangers isi the 
ked, arbitrary behaviour of his neighbour, he is to exchange the md>ltrax7 hdthoiKito 
of the State. In the one ca^, he has the option, and a sporiiag chapee, m 
ittcoesslui sdf-dofence; in the other, the option becomes unreal and tne dl 

successful defence extremely feeblA I can resist another man, but not a {jistmhsii* 
we power of the State must, therefore, be liarmonised with the libei:^ 
individual. So far, I have spoken mainly of political power. This bAs dbm 

the beginning of history. Economic power, namely the control by Ihdimiiidi or 
asBociattoii of the means of Production, is a phenomenon peculiar to thb indderil 
age. In the language of present-day controversies, this is cbmptodionsty dditifibed 
as capitalism. It is not my purpose to-day, even if this were rid^nt, to weiisjl 
the influence of capitalism over the |)aUtical state, the amlntimis lesdlsig to 
violence and war which capitalism is alleged to chetish and puraue, the ^stsiymenA 
of the manual worker which it is auppo^ to seek and eiio6iii|ABS. Nto shiA 1 
attempt a critical oomiiarison of capitalism and communism; the rival em)b, for 
wlueh, according to the protagonist's pdnt of view, are clfunied the poiiw lb 
attain millennial perfection or plunge the ' world into abysmal eatastropliA Ebr 
the present argument, what is important to recognise is that the conoabtoMite 
of productive power, whether In the hands of an individual or a group bf thciii, 
prodiiocs problems akin to thoto that arise between the individual and the Btoto. 
These units of economic powar profounly affect t^e Inres of large bodies of 
duals, whether aa consumers or, more directly," as employees Every studwit of 
economics knows how prices may be artificially raised by mono^iolies and combinea. 
Strikes of workers, with which we have now become fairly fapiiliar even in India, 
are lreq|bant rominders of labour’s claim to get more of the profits of productive 
entente. The right use of power, therefore, is as much the need of the ecohoniic 
as it is of the political world, enlightened imiieasement roust be the purpose Of 
both^ if power is not to beget strife. That the State must ultimately regulate the 
iriatums of capital and labour does not detract from the truth of .this oonplusion. 
Glsm influence^ under any system of Government, colours Imth economic ouUoOh 
and economic policy. Even a communist State is no exception to this rulii; ohly 
the dominant class is different in such a State. Moreover, within the fnimswgvfc m 
policy, there is wide scope for administrative disci^tibn, cn which the right ii|b li 
of fundamental importance. 

To sum up the substance of my theus as I have tried to develop it 90 hit, 
the quest of politiral and economic power is both an urge ql humaq ware eod • 
oeoesritjf of civilisation. Rightly used H Is not immoral. It is evil bnly 
dlnctedT to ends that curtail man’s legitimate freedom or corrupt his wiH. Ym 
crux of the matter, therefore, is how power, be it Apolitical or economic, w 
To that^ alee, I have suggested an answer : it most seek to assure, to every cumt 
the fullest scope iv sdl^pressioii. Ai^ I submit thet the attmto^t 
hUal depends upon the character, Uie stko9, to qie a Greek w'bra tt la 
mflfeult sncdnctly to paraphrase, not of Aie few but the majority w a pecq^ 
Earlim on, I said that the end of mim is man himself; he idfio ncm ^ 
own salvatksi. Let me elaborate the potut. Ov^ the gtegtor peri of lhelWw> 
of the Stale depends on the support cd its subjrets. The purpo^ m Pqltm 
power may be used, must also depend bu the will of ^ No 

ton, for long, pursue ah aim :Wlddh a ^ 

uawilling to work lor. T'otiiiitolaii V to |^*b#aa 

toitie ; m the last analymp; Aie tomtohi man can be mtotor it bofr . jt jn Jito 
^ M in Mwr Iwitt W tjiiw fte loni^ If 

ndaetiTO. U «tin oaotiapi ntudfaM iEU ^ 
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t tmx— 


^ ara mmitive ; ^ ol nhyelcal prowm wy m battle, pride in rictory and in 
rile asecmjancyoi the trib... For tlie ftaodom of hie eoul, mania invited to 
eaohmgc nbmrptiMi m a State wliieh, it U claimed, must be benevolent. u u 



ind ciinuu III. Av mu wc ueftt-u— nv mu. uu 1 meoii oy uie wora 'moral’. Mer 6 airiiin 
eotnpresRioii is not 4».tRy, Morals have been the theme of much speculation and wrftini?’ 
since ninii bc^an to think of liis rclsitions with his fellows. That those who have 
tluhight aliout tlwse matters luive not always agreed adds to the dilficulty of definl- 
tiejn. Plato aiul Nicuchc, for examide, arc poles apart in their conception of moral’ 
values. But this uivcisity of opinion amongst tlic Olvmpians is no obstmde to a 
plain statement that most reasonable ^jeople would accept For my part I would 
idcs(*ribc morality as the uciive pursuit, singly or in co-oi)eration with others of 
iwrsotial fidtilnieiit without arresting the fulfilment of some-one else ; the corobina- 
tton of what Burke called the equality of restraint with emulous end^vout to 
sclifcvc the higlicst goo«l of winch a iiersun may be capable. I venture to suinrest 
that this dofiiiiiion will be found to be consistent with any salutary princiids of 
iiidivitlual or iiitoniatiilnal rclationsliiiHi. When men live their li\08 in tois spirit 
they cannot hurt one anotlicr. It iialioiis deal with one another likewise the world 
will lie a safer anti a happier iilacc to live in. Strife is liorn of a conflict of ambi- 
tions ill whu*h the rivals fail to recognise any jxiint of view but their own. 

The sceptics and the cvnics will ask i-Is this a sane faith for any realist ? 
Is not life A struggle in which the weak must go under, and those who wish to 
survive must eii.uT be lighting or preparwl to tight ? Language, trailition race to 
say iKrthiiig of lulorcst, divide mankind info warring fiotips^ they can* never be 
harmoiiisctl suliicuMitly to make universal and lasting j cacc anything more than the 
idle drwuii of visiouaru^^ It is a i.oiiit of view that one cannot ignore. Even 
witlun Uic la.'it few days, wc have liad rude reminders of the swift and rnihless 
swiXiii of nrliiivary force, olicying no law hut the promi tings of its own wayward 
amhition. What is w( use. a more a} . peal to idealism will never convert those who 
jvasiiii thus. One can meet them uith only one ctreetive argument : that eciente 
has so |*crfivicd man s armoury of destruction that modern war, on a world seale- 
oiid there are signs enough tluit war, if it breaks out between the Clreat Powers 
will envelope the world- will leave neii her vamiuisluHl nor victors -only a desolation’ 
ot ilcaili and sulleiing. <tu ims view, and those who aivlaim war may well i>oiKlcr 
It. iwen iho way of sclt-interest would scmn to be the way of a humane and lihcrsl 


iliat never licforc perlums, in ir.s liistory has the world Ix'Cii confronU'd with" such 
ivrils as surround it to-day. ’Jhesc ilangcrs threaten, not from the side of iiature- 
man’s control over tlic loiccs of iiarurc was never greiucr— but because of mairs 
imscoiiception of Ins ulMigatums under a mistaken sense of values. Xcilher indiff- 
ercuce nor fatalisiic. rcsiLniatioa would befit the present crisis in tlie historv of 
civilisation, and an unaided I’rovidcnce wiil not avert, disaster. 3ileii and women 
every wliere must srardi tiicir hnaris and dear the eye of seductive but dangerous 
illusions. Lveii that wouM not be enough. h:ach must strive, in his or her sphere 

Itiiiiittolv t\\n kintA ! i:’ 


lH^ape I.MMV..WM „ 

be snffidrot iii»|.irafk« to imnweive effort. An.l the task would liorbe" difeciait'a 
we would be hiNicit with ourselves in aetwn ns well ns in thought. ’ 

What iwrt vm yon, who prnduate to-day from this University, play in leadine 
Iteworidto aanity and to i«iue ? If you have a true eoii.eption of toe purpoM 
<rf power, TOO may, I -wonU la^ leave to snp^wt. do a great deal by ai^Uve example 
M well ae by prci-ept to ensure tliat )wiwcr is riditly used. Youth him been deecriW 
u the eimm of revolt ; it is ecrtainlv the jasriod of high eneruy and noble purpose. 
You are richer u theee ikmscsbioub thnii wc who have travelW farther alouir iife'r 
appasntod Bimh.;. . “ 



_ ^ foHowinir i» teort QfJ|e 0^ Mivncd 1^ tlM 

Sii 8»mjmmanand, Minlstw of EdtHsatmii Voitad PtwiMca. at the thittseenilfli 

aanhrenMry ot the Uunikuli Qhivanritj held at Hatdmr on die MM. Afrfi 

I am> KCatefal to tlw:8iitliDtitiM. oFthe Gunitcai: far having kindbr invited: ate 
to' attend due function. 'Hue enablee ma to-Ktatifa a niah I fanned loos. 
have-eo far been nimble to- faUll, 

Tte Gurukul’ ie one of'' t)fa|p aidifa edifleea— I am not epeaking in a Wtefa 
material KuM'-whieh the Aija mfaaidhae reared ia> the couutr;. It is not neeto*- 
ear; to be jui Arya SamaiUt to- amueciate the great value of' a thing like thfe. I 
tm rnywlr a Banatan Jiharmist out have no ' hedtatton in admitting that Idle 
^ 9 UBmd 8 of other Hindus my outlook in life baa been proCoundly influenced bf 
OAma] and' some of. those' men who' have oared.it aileinance. numlwnt 
idiicated Hindus who hare come unconsciously within the orbit of the Samal’a ia«* 
Alienee must be. very Inri^e' indeed; Ono may not agree with the theological doe<* 
tnp^ and metaphysioaV tneonea of the i^amaft but dial it has deeply inflaenoed tb# 
spiritual - mental equipment of Biudu' bociety. goes without qnestioii* Xhoaa 
aoeial reforms for whtvh Uie BamM, was devisor! a dlBcadb or two ago are now 

the iR?ce))tcd artulcs of faith oC Hindu Boeiety, This is mainly rei^ionsfole for the 
practical d!saiH)earan<>e of that anta;:;otiism^ which previously maiM. the rehdloiM 
of these two sections of Hindus. No spectacle could he more painful* ttxae that ol 
bitter frutriculid quarrel between ])eoide who hold* tlie sume Si^iitiures in venenp* 
tiott, accept the acthornics of the same- canons of law aiid morality, are proud ol 
the same culture. Foi'tiiiiatcly foe us all,, those days arc gone^ never to retuem 

Not only Hindus but others who had and have fundamental differences of ophnion 
with them would anheftitatfiiyly admit the greatness of the persoimlUies id soma of 
those men who have asaoebtea with tlie A^a. Saiaa} so long as society attaches aay 
value to one join tedness. sactifle^e and ^ttiotfanr* Bureiy everyone wifi bow his heaa 
in memory of men like l.<iila Lajpat Kaiy Bwami Bhradhanand ami Mf^atma Bansra^ 

Aithongh there are sevei^ institutions woi‘kmg to-day more «r less on tha 
Mmo lines as you are, this Ourukal is. I bdieve, the oldest of them all and wo are 
all watching tiiis ex))erimeitt with interest. Oar country and partieularW our Pirn- 
vince has b^ noted lor its love of )earuuig» We have anciewt seats of learmng-** 
Kashi, for iustoiK'e, (d whii^ 1 hare the Imnour to be a hnmhfo ciii»n-of wmeh 
any country may well be proud, cities which the Unriversily towns of the west can- 
not rival ill any resiieet. TKousands of studeats still receive edueation there at the 
hand of scholars wlm do iiic work not because they consider it a sacred duty to 
hand on to others the torch of knowledge which they have received from their pro* 
captors. For want of State support, tins system has fallen on evil days bat raai 
•till remains is a reminder of wliat it must have been in its days of glory. 


Ill the Gurukul you are carrying on the experiment of combining the old 
and the new running a University on ancient lines under present-day oonditiona. 
Here you have not only made the attempt to imr»art bigh^ education in Hindi 
but you are makin;: your students live vm-y much la the way slodenta lived in the 
Gurukul of old. Now, the life of the student is a |[;reparation for the life of die 
householder and very much on the same lines. This was so tu ancient India, 
The Bralimachari lived among Vanaprastbis and his food, mode of dreia 
and daily routine dhl not diifer very materially from those of the ordinary 
citizen. To-day it is different. The life inside jhe Gurukul is lived in a plana 
apparently entirely ditreicut from that of the World outside. This is liable to 
produce one o£ two psychological rcai.*tibns : either an inf^ority complex or a 
Buiieriorily complex. Sian is uTegarious and one essential condition iot social life ia 
similarity*. This 8iniil.*iiiiy makes one ill at case and one tries to find some kmd ol 
an explanation for it. Either one imagines oneself to be an (wjert of satire and con- 
tempt to ot.hcr people and develops a defensive attitude of derooimtrating onew 
equality to others, picking up insults where none are intended or, on the other handy 
one imagines oiteself to be immensely superior .to others where cciticiam has no value 
■ad muSt be treated with contempt. Either feame of mmdvU nnaocud. I ht^e you 


' ***? I eSd^Bot »y*’ mnch about yoot ayllabna Md teaming. Her^ ote 
educational institutions, questions like Jhm must have : Bhould Sdaioete 

;lQade a compulsory subject ? Is it worthwhile teaching hteratore ? stago 

epeci^ixation b^a r We in tbia Brovinoe have entned a period ol great 
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in ^ «hflW ^wiM 

.. W of ®rl«»»w nattoirtloii. l»aV«h«r ■» Wl» to rffert iai Mw^ 
fii Che end. Yon *81 no dtoiW *e tottng iu» totentot to «hw pwwt «< <toy:h«i to^ 

m liSkMiA lltotoieler hrtelly.totta-deiif^th« weffi 

Qnnitol (Uiinea. Ha fiiottoto 4i Mdre the (toreniiatot ead «e ritoU MinotitMe 
Avrd^Bion e^tlj. 

These ie one qtiaetioii irhieh hM eM'nmod Eiwt ittMttoace^ 1 
aatoely. how for cwioation idtonid be eoart^Ioa by w.Stoto la w .i — 

f iyitonk laerdj secuig that acoouiit!! m prepcrly kepi and tt^ tto iqatiiiiluw ia 
dobs the er<wk for which it wa9 etatted, tbci'e cannot he^tjo omuionae State 
fepienente the ntiblie luad mii^ coe that all bodice to wUch pubiio nonet u con* 
tmut^ work pixmaiy. AH iiietitiitioiiee regleter!^ and nnr^ietered, aided and 
unaided, thoee whoee degsees ate reeogn^ and tboae i^oee degreee aw not. nnst 
•nbmit to State contisol to thie extent. I^o inetituUoii which derives flvantam from 
thfo orderly conditions ci’cated aikd mainlined, by the State slKMild gmoge the 
State thiaftiowcr of generid Hupervision. But eontoul than 

this. I^k at what ts hawicnmg Ui OonnaiMr to*day. Ihe State detwmuin not only 
the age at which education alioitid begin* 4^ nnwineia of thoM^ who i^U be edu« 
ttted bnt also wlio Shalt teach, who dhall at^, how t^mg ah^l ^ givm, 
lhacher and taught most he pui-c Aryans wkidh meant tiiat bey should be able 
to proye non-Jemsh ancestry at Icflat m 4 > to dhetr great grend-faUierB and great 
Kratid^mobcrs oo both sided. I have seen extracts of acme lesems on grammar and 
geography for children in the primary classes. They are Oesigned to make them good 
Nmb. proplc who refuse to a»-kiiowlcdgc bal any nacfnl, contribution to world 
cttlture can be or has been made by oon^Nonttes. t«rtiotoarly Jews, and are firmly 
convinced of the su|)eriority of the Getmah race and alA that it stands for. This 
goes on right up to the Uuii’ersily. We in this ooimtry naiw eomc experience of 
be results of such teaching. The history we learnt at adiool wae ^tgnod to create 
be impression that Hindus and Muslims are iitterty alien to pih ober. that the 
people of India have almost always been a subjoia and that t^y knew 

peac:e and concoid before the advent of be BriUb. We lost idl oonfidSnee in 
misel^ as a nation. Where be 8tate umlertakes sAh r^igsmeuted teaching in an 
organist manner, the results are bound to be striking. A nan wib pocnliar 
attitude on life is being created. And we must remember ttua be same attend 
Is bring made, wib more or less success, in every totabtormn country. Tbia is 
hound to lead to an inteusiftcation of national pride and prcgjnllree, and oonseqnent* 
ly to wars and tearing up of treaties. But is this to be allowed to go m T la 
Vnm to be no standard of values common to ^l dviitxod m a nkin d t Are trwtlL 
vkiae morality, to have a different meaning in every oonntiy, in every eonliiieot f 
U no, how will commence and culbnU exchange between pec^dre be pocaiUe T Axe 
eoltnre and civilizatian doomed to perish to-day T 

Analogous, and eauilly Important^ perhaps, is the question how far education 
is to be regular by the tenets of any piurticiilisr rriigion. For instance yon, heti^ 
look upon the Sruti as revriatioiL Whatever does not seem to accord wib your 
interpr^^on of the Bniti must necestiiily be wrons^ for the word of God is arif- 
evklenft Truth: all rise requires denunittrstiona. Scieoce is everyday ttndyin^ 
phaiomena and framing hypothesis wMrii in some cases may appear to come into 
opposition wib scripture, in such a case, one el two binge happena. Either an 
attompt is made to distort acriptore and its interpntotion and nuke it to convey 
mmmnlnfm which wUi some how embrace the rwta ef arientifio naeatch or to 
denonnoe outright the brinies of dm seleutisL We have seea bob things done* 
The filets unfair to^acriptdre, be second to aclettoe; the first degnuies reUgion. 
be second etifios the advance of lUiowlodge; We know that even in advaaoed 
Amerieai be^leaeUng^of Evomtioa^ b taboj in eaBie ire^tntions and I shall not 

" “**^**^^ to io 

.jsy and cent 

assTk."^ 

Mbitn^ neeoiicilii^ 

8kiB iliel of tiM otliir. 
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■ome tdoeatioiuil inttitationa toy to •obfeet tbair ■talT 
a Mudiiiv tdklMM inqiMitioa. The nnlt eaa oaly 
thdly Of ooWrw Troth it one and, if ecnintan ia nab 
the lahiMtorr tad tradi in the fivea of &ly 
But 1 itdMBlt that no attMupt riiould ha auda at 
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be dedicetid to the eenrioe of the notherleftid* There ie eadi eppalling poverty* 
igoofeiioe* superetition to ovelcome end it ie e tbeoklcBe task m ell thoie who 
here eay eeperieoee of publio life know very well. And there ie the great, virne 
of oommunaliem which ie eating iino the vitals of oor liody polUto. Bindne and 
Mnelime^-eone of the same anci'atore. sinking the same language, following very 
miteh the same customs —arc l)oiiig taught to i^ard themselves as nicmpci-e of 
dUTerent races, different nationalities and there are wild talks of cutting of the 
country into regions based on tneso divisions. Heavy is the rGS|>ou Sibil ity of 
those who teach such doctrines. It . Is a tragedy that a few seU-seekere sliould 
in thb way be able to jeopardise the best interests not only of the country at 
largo but ii those communities whose iiitereste they profess to serve. 

But apart from ' the reprehensible activities of such pco)>le, our problems are 
didicult enoa^ in all conscience. Every country which eeiablisheB a new regime 
as a result of a political revolution has to )miss through a |)eriotl of reconstruetion 
which is a much more dilKctiU task tluin destruction* But our task is heavier 
dum that of others liecausc we have to dead with large masses of t>eop]e following 
dilfereiit reiigtous and at ditrorent cultiiiwl levels. In our own Province, we 
have the large Hindu . majoriiy aiul the not negligible Muslim minority ; classes 
culiurably as advanced as the highest classes elsewhere and trines which 
have little to distinguish them from t)ie wild men o( the Central Indian 
Jungle. Russia and China had somewhat similar problems but rhere the various 
groups were geographicaliy se))arate units. Here there is gi-eater inter-mingling, 
greater inter-dependeiice. II we can. solve our problems, we shall srft an example 
to other lands. In this res]^t, tlie res|K»n8ibility of the Himiu majority is greats 
indeed. There can be no sacrifice of princl}»]es hut we have to snow innuite 
patience and tolbrante to win the couliilcnce of tlie miuoriiies living in onr midst, 
so that they may feel assured that their interests are safe. Our province pmsesses 
the Great centres of Hindu and Muslim culture— Benares, Allahabad. Ajofihya, 
Mathura, Lucknow, Agra— and we have to forge a great Indian culture to which 
all shall have oontributedl, of which all shall' be* proud* 

But India is not isolated from the rest of the world. We are not only 
witnesses but actors in a great drama The gieat powers, particiilarlj Britutn and 
Fiance whh h. should have acted as the guardians of the liberties of weaker States, 
have betrayed them and we see* as a consequence, the rape of Abyssinia, Czechev* 
Slovakia, Spain and China. The natural result has followed : they have increased 
mir own dilfkulties and added to the atmosphere of general unrest, and mutual 
distrust. 7^0. one kiu)w8 what wilt hiq^i^^n.. Any clay a war may break out and 
we may be askod to fight in defence of the principles of democracy which we do 
not enfoy in our own country, even in the limited sphere of provincial administra* 
tioD. It is farcical that those wlio hare no control over their own economic or 
mHitary poUey should be called upon to take an active i^art iii disputes which 
will decide the fate of indeiiendent peo|)le but H is none-thedess a fact. As to 
sdiat we should do in these circumstances, is n question for |)olitical bodies 
to decide : here, 1 am only asking you to take stock of the world sstuation. 

These are not merely academic oaestions : they have a vital iiufiortance for us. 
Is this state of affairs to continue t If H is, we, on attaining Swaraj, shali have 
to enga^ in tlie same dirty game : we shall be as much lesimnstble. as any 
other nation, lor the tears of the widow and the orphan ; against us also wifi 
rise the curse of the halt and the maim, the hungry and the naked. Surely 8u(^ 
Bwanq is not worth having. We have to set ourselves to the task of creating a 
new worid-onUook, a new work! io which exploitation of man by man shall 
not exist, in which work shall be a joy, in which each shall find his happiness 
and^ioeperity in .the happiness and prosperity of all. in which nation shall 
co-operate with nation for the common good of mankind. This sounds like a 
dream but it Is a dream which mankind has been dreaming all down the ages. 
*ihe Putanas speak of Uitarakuru ; other countries have had their utopias. I am 
not advocating any fanciful utopia but what the present advances iu scdeiitific 
knowledge have brouidtt abundantly within the bounds of possibility, if only we 
would agree to live like human brings. This is the true sntiit of Aryan culture. 
It rei)uires that each one shall realise his Identity with the all of which he is an 
organic part. It is a dream which it is wril worth our while to make an attempt to 
materialise. It is only in such a world that every one can realise his highest self, unfold 
bis greatest potratiaUitea 1 hope every one of you will hear this call and set himsrif to 
this task, according lb the mrimure of his abilities. I wish you all strength and sa^i. 



The Calcutta University Convocation 

A Bpirifed drfciice of the Bchim*einents and gifts of the Calcutta University 
against luiinfornicd criticB \va8 maiis^hy the Vice-Chancellor, Khan Bahadur 
Azizul htujue in tlic course of his address at the Annual Convocation which was 
held at the rrcsidciicy College ground on the 11th. March 1989. In the course of 
bis afldress, the Vice-Chaucellor said : — 

‘To carry on the vast magnitude of work in the whole circle of mental and 
moral philosophical and historical sciences, and the ever-urowiiig groups of 
physical and natural sciences in all the variety of their oranches we have to 
depend at present on TJ ^irofcHsors, 40 hvturers, two assistant lecturers and 61 
teachers outside the grudo in the arts section and 13 professors, 27 lecturers, 17 
Bssistuni lectniTi'S and 13 teachers outside the grade in the science sei'lioii which 
includes a{>plied rantheniatics. In addition, serviiTS of 22 honorary lecturers in 
tlie arts, department and 30 honorary lecturers in the science department are 
requisitioned from various colleges and other institutions. On the basis of the 
actuals of 1037-38 \vc Ic.ivc roughly to spend about 1\6. 12,riCi,0iiC(, aniiunlly for 
tJio piiriiose of tc.'i<iiing and research. The fees from students fetch an income 
of roughly Ks. 1.70,0*. while receipts under various endowments come to about 
Kb. 1,1)0,000. The balance of nearly Ks. 9,50^000- has to be met from tlie general 
funds of the university. 

“VVe have now no Semite Hsll adequate to hold the convocation. Our record 
rooms are terribly coiigcste<l. 'llie library daily requircK ext'ansion. Our laboratories 
and buildings are scattered all over the town. Tcmiiing classes cannot Ite 
extended. Kooms are not available for all the hraiiches of higher studies and 
research. A new planning is therefore the immediate end of all ottr requirements. 

"Nolxjdy will accept to-day that the univemty is mnely to tench iheories and 
not to tmin students in the iqqdioatton of these theories, that we slmvihl eon fine 
our work mei^ly to study and analysis, to teniiung; the more basic j>rinciples, wilfi> 
out a corresitondiiig touch with the fundamental ei'onomic and inaustnul needs of 
the couutry. tSiudi critics generally, tritli an abuiidnuce of their only gift ridk'ulc 
and irony, arc impatient of what they call our ex)iansioii but are generally blind to 
the achievcinents and gifts of the university ; they me alike deaf to tlie iwll of 
the future. 'J hey do not realize the past achievenniits of this university, nor even 
^ct a grasp of tlie inndicafions for teaching and research in the ujiiversity for the 
industrial and eultuial development of the |)C 0 ple. 

“Wut those who are able to appraise facts and IcFsons of history in their proper 
pcrsixx’tive will admit tliat this university has not only been the pioneer, but most 
forward in ndvaiK*ing the cnltiirnl needs of the )xople. The whole stnicture of our 
national life and thought lias liocn twofoundly airec*tcd by the university. It has 
extended the bounds of human knowlctlge and it has made the t^eople value and 
amirecinte the arts, literature and Sidenitit. It lias given leaders of men for dii8 
dincrcnt |>olitical. economic, soi'ial, indtistrial and scientific activities of the ]>eo|)]e. 
lievolutionary cnatiges are distinctly visible in the structure and organization of 
society. Are we to remain content with pioneer works niui add no suiiersnictuTe ; are 
we not to pro\ide for greater facilities cor more knowledge and are we not to create 
op]H>rtunitie8 for further stiuiies and research ? Kut such work requires considerable 
outlay of money and po university in the world has the power of taxation, llie 
soured of its income, ai^art from tne income limited to fees and other miscellaneous 
receipts, must nci^sarily d(wtid iq^n State grants, generous endowments and con- 
tributions from the |)coplc. If the ('ouiitry h^ to 1)C benefited from work witliiii the 
university, it can legitimately exi>€H't money from the State as well m from private 
persons for all nei'cssary expansion and prot^ maintenance. If industries have 
benefited In the past from studies and research in the university, getting them 
}urofits and dividends, one can reasonably ex}^t funds from these industrial con- 
cerns to carry on further work. Can the best of the uniyersities, the bnt of scholars, 
the best of teachers, best of curricula do onytliing if there is not enough 
laboratory space and if the research grants are not adequate ^ ^ . 

“My special appeal is particularly directed to those notable firms and indus- 
trialists of this province who have not only the ability to pay but also have ability 
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to ^ipoiot A hife number ol our tnioed identifle men and loholarH under them 
io^ mentch Ui specialised work and I trust that they trtll realize that this is a 
tiues^ of national itnportaiioia If they fail» the re^Kmaibility of the future wiU 
not be at the door of the university. 

^In this connexion may I pmntedly bring to the notice of all concerned the 
necessity of providing greater opportunities (rf employment and avocation for our 
highly sducatM and trained young men to which their training, culture and 
aeidemlo attakimenta fully entitle them. Unless Bengal is developed industrially, 
uniesi there are opportunities lor our trained men to ue employed in many different 
branches of iiuhistries, commerce and business^ it is futile to estfcct that tUi 
pwwtom wtU be aUe to make any great head-way in the progressive development 

*9ie Vice-Chancellor dwdt briefly on the work being done in the different Fost 
Graduate Departments and referring to the Department of History stressed me 
importance of having a survey of the economic, soeial and cultural o( ruediae- 

vsl India. ^'Ihe history on India”, he said, % a gtCHt heritage to each and every one of 
us. Wc have to introdiicf a new vision in our history which wili Hindus and 
htolenis realize that to-day they belong ^^ntially h^;tbc culture of as a 
whole. It is from this point of view that historical studies are to be orgatiir'cd in 
futurci but it r^uires a number oi additional men and staff to take np the vast 
amount of material that is now lying al>out esp^^fally deal?r\g w*tb Islamic 
period 

'■‘In eorjncxii.'n wUh higher p;^sl-L*radiiate Btndic.^ wc ;vre grsuunliy tile 

necesiily of pr<>oe.ly oii^aiuziiip: If'iami.c fitudiee within the univei^ivy, Tlur '.fluncvt 
oe do.-fj ini'-eiy b v Ihe si.idy of tiui Arabtc and rhe IVraitin 'riic 

sity IS s^uiatcii ri a provinl^e vrhera AMcmlems form inorf> thnv* '.Rtf cf tb?, 
popuiatic'*?. Hijd ii it. only ai* inevitabU oonscquerr'c of iiighcT tbr' 

should keenly fed the necessUy oi having a fuller scoiie for their irJtiiv* .tuul and 
academic achvitks within the uoivevsfty, 

“It :s eminently desirable that, under the gindance of the moveresfy 
students e^.ould be so educated that, wluUt. being fully iroboed '."iUi r.'io U^rri 
spirit ami animated by progressivtj mid seieutihc ideas, they also l-'.ow 

tn« creative thougiittt in Islam without in aiiy way forgetting ^.hal. tb‘:v to 

Bengal and to India. 

“India is formed of different ra'tes and caitures. Hinduism Bnd<i;;7sri?: jsiain 
and Olitis^ianity have all played their part in diverse uay«i and D-dia 

iuis had the impact of teachings from both the East and the West. \V within 
tlic uiMveisitr Bhouid therefore, be so planuf^i that there nury be a niUoal ^UiuV 
of tdJ the culpiral a'lCRu-b of Indian li'o, 1?/ the highest interestti of ed^ica i.'o \h 
this proviTice, M.v- •*» and Hindae bhouid noth co-operate, cOi.sideratcly 

respeetfal of the oihei'S coiivtctione .dwaya ready to presi-rve their individual 
cultuTfli traditions wdbin the wider Iraiae-work of the university’s corpovi-.te life. 

‘That will trr.iy bring in a spirit of hficmony and conc;>nl and will remove 
antagonism, hostility and conflict. Ihvcrjities of races, cultures and rciigioufi will 
then be havmonizefi into one national outlook lor India. 

*There Is another aspect of the problem which I should refer to in this con- 
nexion. It is the paucity cf Moslems in the science classes. There are at present 
only Ihree Moslem studmts In the 5th-year science class out of a total of 156 and 
thiM out of lil in the Bth-year science class ; while the avenge of annual passes 
in tSe Intermediate Science Examination during the last six years has notwxeeeded 
lOOt and the number of B. Sc., has been less than 20. Tms is a serious matter 
and eaiiy attention of all concern should be directed towards this.” 

Adaressing the graduates, the Vice-Chancellor said : -*Tlay your part nobly in 
the task of reeonBiructing our national life. Let us have supreme faith in our 
traditions and past. Let us all remain essentially an Eastern nod an Indian nation. 

us not abandon tbe priceless treasure of our own cultuicb. Phj wortby oi you? 
degrees and keep tlie map of this province and ibis country bofort. you in life 
aim career. 
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Indian Trade In 1037—38 


Lwidoa CommiMioiMr'* Report 

Hid, trade conditions in the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Italy, 
Norway, ' Sweden, Deiirntn-k. Belgium, Holland, the United States of America. 
Argentina, Brasil, Japan and India are surveyed in relation to Indian trade and 
eommeftite in the re^rt on the work of Sir David Meek, the Indian Trade 
Commissioner in London, during ldJ7-38, published on the 19th. Janaary 1989. 

*India being predominahtly an agricultural oountiy* the prosperity of her 
trade**, says the Deputy High Commissioner of India in London commenting on 
the report, *1s dependent on world commodity prices. In 1936^7 she deriv^ the 
full benefit of the progressive rise in commodity prices. To some extent tliis boom 
was due to an element of speculation and a lall in prices was inevitable. But the 
decline bi the early months ot 1938 was so steep that the exports fell off considrea- 
bly both ill quantity and value. In particular the position in regard to wheat was 
most unsatisfactory, the price having dropped to so low a level as to preclude the 
possibility of further export on a large scide. 

*^6imi1arly, India’s exports of linseed and castor seed have dwindled considera- 
bly in the early months of 19!18. India has lost ground to other exporting countries, 
mainly the Argentine. In raw cotton and cotton waste there was a slight 
improvement in 1937, but this was followed by a serious deidine in the first quarter 
of 1938, which was due to Amcrioan competition, reduced demand from Japan 
owing to the Sino^JajHuicse war and the dimoultics experienced ivy the Lancashire 
cotton industry. Bimtiarly, the. -export of wool, which showed an encouraging 
expansion in 1937, .rqgistcrereil a heavy deidine during the first quarter of 1938. 

'There was a considerable decrease, both in quantity and total value, in the 
expect of shellac, oesdlac and stioklac, the prices being most disappointing. The 
seme unfortunate tendency is noticeable in the case of base metals, brass and 
copper having dit^iped by 47 per cent during the year, :tin by 4^ per cont, lead :by 
50 ^r cent and sinc.by 56 per cent. 

*^Bttt there ace a lew erk^t patches in an otherwise gloomy tplcture. The 
export of tcdmcMSO from IndU imo an improvement throughout the year under 
review, the imports to the United Kingdom ducing the first quarter of 1938 being 
walued ei 8131,76.1, os against £26^76 m the coriesponding quarter of 1937. Provided 
the qaiitty is improved, there is no doubt that Indian tobacoo has a bright future 
in the United Kifwdom market. There was also a further increase in the ii^rts 
into the United Kngdom of decorticated groundnuts and in feeding stiiiiB for 
aaimsis, e. g,. rice dast and meal, groundunt cake and meal, linseed cake and 
meaL la efte of the genend recession riiere was a large increase in the imports 
of pig iron, while mengaaese ore coatinued to appreciate in price, aeeompaiiied by 
aa loerease in Indian exports of this commodity. 


^The trade ia Indka carpets was also enoourajriDg, and the improvmaent in 
export was moiiitamed right through the year. India is now the largest supplier 
of esrpets and floor mgs to the Unim Kingdom. For Indiau (including 
Bnrauui) tiaiber. 1037 was a xecoed year and the demand in the United Kingdom 
lor Mrjnn^aad the ^veigcqy wood from the Andamsas continues to be for 

Bpmiiog of In^an piprievltiira and induilries, the Deputy Hi^ Oommissioner 
of ladm says : 

flOeaenlly speaking ell the crops were satisfactory. While then waa a 
sfaiinkego in the area under rice; liiiaeeiL augarcane and jute^ there was an 
iaecesae ia the acreage under wfarat cotton and groundnuts. The protected 
oootinued to do wdL The iron and steel industiy witnessed another 
piospeioiis ymi, AUhout^ the ootUm growers did not do well, owing to the fall 
fa export*, the eotton textile industry uiowed marked pnmress during the year. 
The cement and paper industries also showed signs of eximnrion. The sogour 
industry was thnatoied with over-production, but the action taken by the 
Governments of the two provinces in which toe industry is concentrated, vis., 
United Frovinoes s^Bihar, to stafaUiae the price of both sugarcane and sugar has 

irifleh are not protected, mbber and tea oome mider a 
^p.d■l oaMmy, iiiMmWi « and export in die eeee ol ndteend 

export in eiM of Mn we stpAitad intenatiODal i^neBMiit, Dndnt die peer 
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1937-38 there was e decline in the prices of rubber, whioli was dbeeked bj the 
ledoetion pf the permissible caportahle percentage. There has been an increase ia 
oonsumptiqn, particularly in Qermany and the United Kingdom* Bot in qdte of 
the low price, at least from the produoeris point of view, attempts continue to be 
made in some countries to increase the prodution of synthetic rubber. Up to now 
the price factor continues to be in favour of the naturid product. 

'The tea industry completed the first quinquenuiaf period of regulation, and 
the participating countries have agreed to extend the period for another five jrears 
on the same quotas as the prevtM preiod. The Intemationai Tea Market 
Expansion Board are making strenuouwsibrts to stimulate tea drinking, and during 
the year the consumption of tea increased considerably in the United States. Tim 
price has remained more or less stable, but there was some apprehension that the 
increase in the import duty on tea in the United Kingdom would affect Empire 

ra , more especially the produces of high grade tea. The Indian tea industry 
y organised and should be in a position to take advantage of the higher 
permissible export percentage fixed for 1938-8D. 

"The coffee industry was affected by the decision of the Government of Bra- 
zil to allow free competition and to reduce the export tax. As a result, the world 
price of coffee foil by about 40 per cent in the first quarter of 1933, as compa- 
red with the corresponding quarter of 1937. Consumption increased in Eurojw, 
blit there was a heavy decline in the United States. The consumption of Indian 
coffee in the United Kingdom has been falling since 1914 but in 1937-33, there 
has been an increase in the sales of Indian coffee, and the i^riccs obtained 
have also been favourable, when compared with the prices obtained for otlier inrowths. ** 
"Of the industries which arc not protected the most important are the coal 
and jute industries. The former witnessed a general revival after a prolonged 
period of depression, but for the jute industry the year under review was the 
poorest in its history. The dilliculties of Uiis industry are due to internal 
competition and the failure of the manufacturers in India to arrive at any 
agreement among themselves on the question of production. Fortunately, the jute 
growci;^ did not suffer to the same extent as cotton growers." 

In his survey of the economic conditions of different countries, the Trade 
Oommissionor finds that the total value of world trade for 76 countries during the 
y&xr 1937-38 was 29,9^,000 gold dollars as against 25,554,000,000 in 1936-37, an 
im^rease of 4,423,000,iXX). 

The fiscal year 1937-33 however, closet! with falling off in all directions, 
as illustrated by the index of shipjiing freight rates which fell from 118.9 in 
February (199S-l913s=10(0 to 115.5 in March. The voluihe of idle shipping in 
Ihitisli ports nearly doubled itself from December 1937 to March 1938. The 
An:do-ltaUan Agreement, rresidciit Roosevelt's dc(*isiou to resume large-scale 
Government expenditure, the iuterdcijeudeuce of the United Kingdem marketa—all 
these^ intluenced trade. 

The year 1037-38 was a very iirosperous one for Great Britaia, but closed 
with considerable slackening in all but two or three industries. The production of 
pig iron rose; so did its import, as also the production and im)K)rt8 of iron and 
steel. The coal industry had an excellent year. Shipping freight continued to 
rise from March till September 1937 declining afterw^ariis. The motor building 
industry had a good year. The aircraft industry was stimulated by Government 
rearmament. 

Amongst the trades which had an unsatisfactory period were the Lancashire 
cotton industry— production in March 1938 was a little more than ^ per cent of the 
capacity — and the woollen textile industry w'hich worked short time. The hosiery 
trade w'as depressed ; so was the jute ti^e, though rayon industry remained quiet. 
On the manufacturing side the electrical industry also showed a slight depression. 

"The total value of imports into the United Kingdom in the first quarter of 
1938", says Hir David Meek, "was ^ 245,218,813, which was £ 15,276,25^ more than 
the value of total imports in the first quarter of 1937. There was an increase under 
ihe heads Food, Drink and Tobacco, and Man ufactiired? Articles, but a dwrwe under 
Raw Materials, and Unmanufactured Articles. The total exports of BriUsh p^u<y 
and manufactures during the first quarter of 1938, however, decdiued by £ 2o0,67^ 
to £ 120.869,939. But it must be minted cut that the exports of man ifactured 
articles during the quarter were over £ 2,0^,000 better than ^ 

correspondiqg period pf 1937 and accounted for nearly » 96,000,000 out of the total 
given above," 
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Bertewing the eoadlfione In eoaatriee other tben the United Kingdom, the 
Thide OommuMloner iinde thet France hid en eente economie poeition— a rlee in 
the ooit of >U«ingi inereeee in the adToree balance of trader a decline in indnetrial 
piodmtioii, iaeieaei in cdie number of tmemployed. 

in ^Oennam duriim the year, reoorda of the boom year 1928-29 were exoeedod 
in a nniiiber otlbrandliM 'Qovemment control, tariff wall, eomplioated Qorem* 
mental madhineryi. all almUtg at aetf-aufliciency and rearmament, hare not^ however, 
made U caay te ner to amnd her foteign exiMirt trade and to obtain raw materiala 
iiom ahmad, though a nwr-Mr |dan nntler General Goering was ryigorouaty 
parsued* Shortage of foodatidn, the ration card ayatem, atable wagea, unaatiafaotory 
cereal croiMik eona^nent import of over a million tone of wheat, and an economic 
programme lor the addition of 7,0pQ,000 .inhabitants through the inoorpoiation of 
Anma, were featuiee of the wear in Germany. 

Italy aaenred a lurplua of 37.000,000 lire by heavy taication and a 10 percent levy 
on Joint etooki^compaiiiea to meet the coat of armamenta, public worka and land 
leolamatioD, nutkiag the year 1937, on the whole, one of marked recovery and con- 

Tlw review ffnda that Norway had a aatiafactory year, the beat aince the War. 
Bekium*a trade ended Icae favourably than it b^aii and Argentine experienced 
lealpfoaperity. Janan’a adverae balance df trade inereaaed and her imports were 
leetrieted be can ae of her enmumment iln war. 

Coming to India, the report finds ^that In 1397-38 India derived .full benefit 
from the riae in commodity prices and *tliat her own crops on .the whole were eatia- 
factory. Financially the mam tendeiicv of the cloaiiig moiidis of 1936-37, which 
oonUnued in the aaoceediiig year 1037-38, waa a rapul improvement in railway 
traffic until the iantumn, Wiiich was follow^ by a rapid decline from tlie figures of 
a year before. The same waa 'true of coatoma recetpto. The decline in imports 
also meant .« loss to the ouatoma jevenue. 

The year, however, cloaed with a downward trend in fill directiona and in hia 
Budget 8pe^ the Finance Member was conatraLiicd to vemai^k that they would 
^not be Jnal^ed in expecting the .muntenam^ of the current year a figtnea.*’ 

During the period from April to Novemlier the Government borrowed small 
auma eocanohs^ly from the Iteaerve Bank and were able to liquidate them iwompMy. 
There waa a maual inflow tff funds and on October 1 their balance stood at Be. 
1,64,100.000. Tberealter the revenue returns weakened and the Government were 
oompdled .to borrow from the Reserve Bank more frequently towards ’ the cloae of 
the year. The maximum amount borrowed was Es. 4 00,00,000. 

GovemmeiKt did not raise any loH,g-term loans during Ihe year, as no 
loans matored daring 1937-38. This enabled the, provinces to raise loans. Five 
pcovinoes (toblc advantage of •this position and were able to laiae an aggregate sum 
of Bs 4,90^00,000 by the end of August. 

fbioii^art we year negotiatioas were in progress for a new ^reement with 
the United Ktpgdom. Aa a result of the decision of the Indian C^sliiture the 
Ottawa Ag]»emeat between India and the United Kingdom was terminated in May 
JSM althom^ pending the negotiation of a new agreement the ohligations imposed 
by the Ottawa Agreement were allowed to continue. 

Ooming to the trade between India and the United Kingdom, the report shows 
that the year 1937 was an extremely proBoerous one for British trade and India 
and all other participating countries shared in it. Grain, flour and rice went up in 
1937, as did linseed cake and meaL 

Export of uomanufactuFed tohacoo from India to the United Kingdom mar- 
ket waa the tagmt ever recorded, bring 19,100,ULi0 lbs, as compared with 13,.’i(X).000 
Ibe. in 1996. It aeema that Indian tobacco h^ at last 'Vaught on” in the British 
marlmk To improve the quality so as to consolidate the position gained will be 
the tau: of the Im&en producer. The report gives details of the exports of seeds, 
oUa, bite, rerins, and gums from India to the United Kingdom. It also deals vrith 
textika and fibna and. exports of raw wool. Iiidiaii’carpets, jute textile^, pig iron, 
bidea and ridai aaSi ether eommoditieB. 

It alao aivaa detaito of ladiak nar^ipation in various fairs and ediibilions. 
Ibn ef tbne had ladbm atalle and mdiibitea Indian raw material and fancy goods, 
aporta aeodk laoe^ obhr mala and leather goods. India had six different seeUons in 
the ladaetriai Fkii; 1998, covering an area of 3,661 aquaxe feet, an increaae 

of 660 itaara leel By far the largest number of enquiriee were for 

^OBtfCOodi. 



The Industries Conference 

Tratk Scsdon^Bombajr— 23rd. & 2^^. J«niHur]r 1939 

■ 

H. E. the Viceroy inaugurated tie' Tenth -^liidast^ Conference at Bombay 
University Senate House on the Iw tlamiary ’8ft, under the presidency cl the^JM*. 
Mir ZofnUlah Khan^ Commerce to the Government of India. The Cw? 

Imnoe was attended by the Industries Ministers of the various Britiih thdlaii 
movlnces, xeiiresentatives of the Indian States and the Industries Minister ojL 
Ceylon. The following is the text of H. E. the Viceroy’s speech 

’’It wss with real pleasure that I found myself able to accept the invitation <A 
the bon. the Commerce Member to inangurate this morning the Tenth Industries 
Oonferehoe. It was perhaps inevitable, having regard to my previous connection with . 
India as Chairman of the Boyal Commission on Agriculture, that hopes should be 
raised that the period of my Viceroyalty would be specially associated with the attempt 
to solve some of India’s more pressing sgricaltural problems. I earnestly desire that 
these hopes should be fulfilled, for there is no doubt in my mind that the happiness 
and contentment of this great land must continue to be broad -hnscd upon Uie pros- 
perity and wellsxe of the cultivating classes. But human naiurr being what it is, 
there may have been misgiving lest my preoccupation with agricultural matters 
should result in less than a due appreciation of the imporj^uce of the development 
of Indian industries. It was partly in the ho}>e that 1 might be able to dfsT^el any 
aoch misgivings that I welcomed the opportunity to open your proceedings to-day. 

*Tliere is no doubt in my mind that conditions to-day in the world at laige 
mahe it more necessary that ever before that India should attain a certain balance 
in her agricultural aud industrial economy. Ihe goal of self-sufficiency wbic^ is 
being pursued by many forrign countries is not one, that is, in my judgment suit- 
able for India, But the falling off in the demand for India’s raw products, which 
is one of its symptoms, imixiseB on us precisely, in the interests of the agricultural 
classes, the duty of making a fuller use of those raw products ourselves. 

”1 understand that it is now customary to hold these annual conferences, which 
former^ were held either at Delhi or at Simla at a different Provincial centre eadi 
year. I am sure that this is a wise departure. It gave the representatives of the 
Uiffereot Provinces and States some opportunity to study on the spot industrial 
problems other than their own and it enables them and the representatives of the 
Central Government to make personal contacts outside the Conference Chamber, 
which cannot but be of great value. 

"And I must commend your choice of the actual meeting place In this City, 
the University Senate Hall, which I ho{ie is symptomatic of the closer co-operation 
in which it is desirable that industry and the Universities should work. I am happy, 
too, to see so many representatives of the Indian States taking part in your Con- 
ference. It is a rei^ognition of tlie close inter-action, in the inaustrial, as in many 
other spheres of public activity, of the problems and interests of British India and 
of the Indian States. The solution of common problems cannot but be facilita- 
ted by the increased opportunities for formal consultation and co-operative effort. 

"The Industries Conference is now an annual insii.ution, but I notice that, 
althongh this is the tenth Industries Conference, it is over eight years ago 
since the first of the series was held at Simla in April 1920. In view of the some- 
what di&rent scope iaA composition of tiiat Conference which we are inaugurating 
to-day, it is perhapf^ t! sirahle to indicate briefly the circumstances whi& have 
brought about the change. , , , « ... 

’Twmity years ago, the Indian Industrial Commission, appointed during, and to a 
great extent owing to, the stress of the Grt^at War, had just issued its repmrt. Its 
ambitious proposalB for a great advance in industrialisation de)>ended on the acceptance 
of two principles. The first was Uiat the Government ought to take an active part . 
in the induatrial devdopment of the country with the mm of making India more 
sdf-oontained in men and materhd- The second was- that it was impossible for 
the Government to undertake that part, unless Uicy were provided with adequiM 
ft^dmiaiatntive eiluipment ar^d fore-armed with reliable and technical adrioe. It was 
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to the Central ObTernment that the Coirnniseion aeaiuiiied the main reeponeibility' 
for further industrial advanre, and to tliis end, one of their main recommendations 
was the formation of an All-India Industrial Service of S))Ci‘i»lists and Tec^htiical 
Experts who would largely have been seconded for service under Provincial 
Directors of Industries, by whom, under the General (‘ontroi of local Gm’ernments, 
the aetual administrative work wotild have been carried on. 

*But about the time, when the Indian Industrial Commission made its report, 
far-reaching constitutional changes were under contem)dation, cluingc^ which had not 
been envisaged by the Commission, and which were to render Bubstiintial imrts of their 
seheme impracticable. By the time the first Industries Conference met in lOJO, it was 
already known that ^Industries' was to be a Provincial Transferred Subject, to 
be controlled and administered by Ministers. The Conference, therefore, although 
it consisted entirely of officials, concerned itself mainly with tlie details of the 
organisatjoa of the growin^^ Provincial Departments of Industries, and little was 
done in the way of co-ordination of eftbrt. At the Conference held in A]uii 11)21, 
the new l^vincial Ministers for Industries were present for tlic fi;Bt time. 

''At this and at the ncit Conference, there manifested itself a certain 
apprehension lest co-ordination an^l attempts at unified effort might mean 
interference : and though it was juimarily as a measure of retrenchment that 
these Conferences were abandoned in lU2ii, there is, I think, no doubt tJint a 
contributory cause ^vas what I may, for want of a better word, refer to as tlic 
separatist tendency of individual Provinces, who for tlie most part hod ceased 
to attach any great importance to co-ordination in this field. 

"Fortunately this tendency, the strength of which I have no desire to 
exaggerate, did not last long and certainly docs not persist tn-dny. For it 
was at the request of the Provincial Governments themselves that these annual 
Conferences were revived in 1033. Indeed, what I notice nowadays is something 
very different from any apprehension that the Central Government may encroach 
upon the legitimate sphere of Provincial ai^tivitics. It is rather a certain 
exasperation at the inability of the Central Government to exercise, in certain 
directions, powers which were long ago taken away from the Central Government 
and handed over to Provincial Ministers. 

"This seems to me to be a perfectly natural outcome of the growing 
realisation that a real co-ordination of industrial effort between the Provinces S 
essential, if India as a whole is to advance or even to maiiitniii tlie i)06ition 
that in certain industries she lias already wqii. For, from time to time, fissiparous 
tendencies show themselves, and though we can hardly hope to see a comjdete 
identity of views established through the mai hiiieiy of these Conferences, it is 
nonc^clcsB along the lines of such free and frank discussions of common 
problems, as is here possible, that a solution is to be sought. 

"'What part, however, is there still left for the Central Government to play 
in the future industrial develoi>ment of the country 1 An examination bl what 
has already been done will perhaps shed some light on this. I have already 
indicated the circumstances in which it was not possible that the Central 
Government should put iii oi^eiatiou the scheme drawn up by the Indian 
Industrial Commission. ^ ^ , 

"Looking back on that scheme, the part I am most inclined to regret, was 
the abandonment of the scheme for an All-India Industrial Service. If that 
recommencUtion could have been given effect to, there would have been in 
to-day a central pool of industrial experts on which the Provinces 
coulAave drawn to man their departments, and I feel sure that the existence 
of such a body of trained men would have been felt to-day by many Provincial 
Ministers to constitute a very material reserve of highly qualified expert advice^ 
of whi^ they could, if they So wished, avail themselves. 

"Nevertheless the Ceutpal Government have been enabled to play a role, 
different, indeed, from that envisaged by Uie Commission, but one which has 
njifiylgfid a notable influence on the development of Indian industries. By their 
oontrfd of and in pursuance of the policy of dUcriminating protection, 

which was accepted as the lesult of the recommendations of the Indian Fiscal 
Comnsissiob, many «eW industries— steel, cotton, textiles, pajier, sugar— have been 
built up. By thmr st^ purchase policy, under which a definite preference is 
lAiOwn by the Goveniinent,, in their purchascB undertaken to meet the needs of 
the public Services, to articles of indigenous manufacture, the Government have 
done mu^ to assist nmny larg^ and small Indian industries. The extent of 
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IlMie poroliiiet if not perhaps as inddy xealiaed as it diould be. Daring the 
ten years from 1028^ to 1037-38, articles wholly or partially manafactuied in 
India wave purcha^ lor the Government to the extent ox twentythree orores ol 
mpeea. The Indian Btores Department exerciseB constant vigilance to prevent 
the poeehase from abroad of articles, which can equally well be obtained in India, 
and has snoceeded in diverting to indigenous sources of supply many demands 
wUeh can be met from Indian marfa^ but which might otherwise nave betti 
filled from dsewhete. | . 

'Again, the action taken on the recommendations of the Boyal Oommissiofi 
on Agrkultnre has demonstrated in a striking way the advantages to the Provinces 
of the co-ordination of research and guidance, unoertaken by the Central Govern- 
ment, and this example has been followed, though not perbwps to the full extent 
lhat smne of you may have desired, in the industrial field. The co-ordination of 
Provincial efforts which is effected by your Conference has been emphasised by 
the establiriimeut of the Industrial Bmearch Bureau, the Industrial Besearch 
Council and the Imperial Sericulture Committee, and by the grants given to 
the handloom, woollen and sericulture industries. Last year the Government 
took the decirion to place the Industrial Besearch Bureau on a peimaaent footing. 
Owing to the deterioration of the general financial porition during the current 
year, my Government have felt compellra to re-examine that decision. But I am 
glad to be able to announce that it has been decided to maintain it Similarly, 
I am glad to say that it has been provisionally decided to continue for another 
financuil year (1039-40) the handloom grant which was due under the original 
sdbeme to expire next October. 

'In the legislative firid. measures recently passed by the Central Legislatv.rc, 
such as the Companies Act and the Insurance Act, cannot nut have a far-reaching 
effect of a beneficial nature on other measures on the anvil, such as the Patents 


BUI which proposes to penalise the pirating of designs ; a Bill to facilitate the 
rmistratioii ox trade marks in India ; the revision of the Law of Merchandise 
Marks ; and a BUI which will enable the Central Government to prescribe a 
uniform standard of weights. All these legislative activities will help to create 
an environment in which industry can fiourish. 

'I have perhaps said enough to indicate that the Central Government havcL 
within the limits of the Constitution, played their due part in development ox 
Indian industries. It will not have escaped your notice that when tne scheme 
of Government contemplated by the Government or India Act has been brought 
into fuU operation, the responsibility for the development of those industnes, 
where devdopment under Federal control is expedient in the public interest, will 
remain with the Federal Government. Quite apart from this, however, there is 
a large and fruitful fidd for co-operation and discussion in industrial matters 
between the Provinces and States interse, and between them, and the Central 
Government 


'1 have studied your agenda with much interest I am glad to see the iimwrtant 
place occupied in it by the devdopment of small and cottage industries. To my. 
mind the supplementing not only of the earnings, but of the healthy human 
interests of the rural population is more bound up with the development of 
•mall snbsidiary industries than with that of large-scale industries. I notice 
that the hon’ble the Minister for Industries in Madras, whom I had hoped to 
have teen hm to-day, laid stress on this point in a recent sp^h, and that he 
estimated that big industries could not feed more than ten million people in 
India. I am also glad to see that you propose to consider how the services of 
the Indian Thule Commissioners abroad can best be utilised to diffuse the kind 


of information you require. There has, as you know, been a great expansion of 
Utis service during the laat five years, and it is tlie desire of my Government that 
their aervicea should be enlisted to the fullest possible extent in the expansion 
of Tniirnn industry and trade. 

**It ia no drabt possible that the dlKussion of certain items on your agenda 
wiLy aivergeuces in the view-point of the different Provinces. But 

It is caaeutial to the success of the free and democratic institutions which we are 
buildiiig up in India, that there should be frank and cordial exchanges of opinions 
with a view to reaching agreed solutions, and I do not know that there is any firid 
in which tl^ is more important ^an that of industry at a time when such a' free 
qI diflteulties has diwwn us back from the brink of a world war, but 
when the menace to freedom and democracy has by no means disappeared. It ia 
0u this note that I leave you to your d^beratious.” 


m THfi FEDiSEt PHAMBSBS OF ASUtt- 

r lNbMawl«^-4Bd 11%^^ 

71i 6 ConfiieQoe resamed work on January 2A The fint foli|Bei tifceir 
to for oonsiddAition was the development of the hondloom weavioA indusliy. 
Tw progress made with the schemes in the various provinees was setiewd 
and the additional jnnants asked for by certain provinces over and aboiw 
their ordhsary basic grants were considered. Allotments for the year 199(l<dO were 
decided upon on the assumption that the grant-in-aid would be made avidlablie fbr 
tibia twdlve monriis of tlie Ananacdal year instead of for only seven months accord* 
ing io the original arrangement. 

The' Oonference then went on to discuss the quMtion of the ntillsatioB el 
the services of the Indian Trade Commisioiiers, with special reference to the 
CDllection of information in regard to the running of cottage and aiuflll indiiatries 
in Japan and other countries. It was also pointed out that the functions of 
these officers could usefully be amplified with a view to finding markets abroad 
for the products of small and cottage industries. The question was ruissd as to 
how tlie additional ex]^iidit.ure involved in making special enquiries on bduilf 
of the province should be met. llio Chairman explained that the Trade Commit- 
sionera would continue to supply current information which they could furniidi 
without diUiculty from printed public‘4itions, but that special enquiriet undertaken 
on behalf of ])roviiices should be paid for by them. He promisea that the views 
expressed at the Conference would be carefully examined by the Government 
of India with a view to issuing any further instructionB that might be 
necessary. 

The next question taken up was the holding of an annual All-India Indna- 
trial Fair. Tlie principle of having such an exhibition at a fixed central place 
was generally accepted. The Chairman made it clear, however, that the Central 
(lover i.;:ent was not in a position at present to bear any portion of the cost. 
It was evcntiiully decddcil that n Biib-(3on)mtttcc of the Conference should 
be ap)X>intcd to go into the qiuMsdioii and rei>ort to the next industries 
Conference. 


The Federated Chambers of Commerce 

Annual Session — Delhi— 8Ui and 9th April 1939 


Presidential Addreas 


The annual meeting of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commeree 
and Industry began in Old Delhi on the 8th. April 1989 with Mr. Jamthad AT. S. 
Mehta m the chair and in the presence of a large gathering of delegates from 
many parts of India, including States and members of the Legislature. A critioal 
survey of Indian commercial conditions was made by Mr. Mehta in his presideutiai 
soddress. 

Dmling first with foreign trade, Mr. Mehta pointed out that with the 
diminu|mn of India’s former export surplus- owing to the pursuit by certain 
eountrim of economic self-sufficiency— the per-war mechaniam by wl^ India 
met her liabilities to the United Kingdom by means of this suriMns ]ii4^t cease 
to operate. It was necessary, therefore, that India should expand her exporta to 
countries like the U. S.' A., the united Kingdom and the members of the 
British Commonwealth of Nations. Also, the Uuited Kingdom riumtd either 
rilow IniBa to ex|«nd hex exports to the U. K. or restriot its own exports to 
India, thus creating an export surplus equivalent to the payments due by IndtHL 
It was a ntoter of deep regret, Mr. Mehta said, that the Government should 
have though it wise to ratify the Indo-British Ttm 6 Agreement in the teeth of 
the opposition of the Lagjriatare in general and the commercial oominanity in 
par^lar. He also liqpmlied the Government’s not heeding the racomniendations 
of the unofficial adviseiA. As regi^ds tariff policy, Mr. Mehte earnestly ux^ 
the Government to make i igenitiae«ir<wt to cany out the leoommendations of the 
Fiscal Commission as regaras the fixing of definite periods ol protection of enfiewt 



length td mUe theU^Qstqr ooneemad lo tehe loll edvMitii^ liidia wae no 
Icmm meniy m acric^lurd ooan^/ but jmdd «m< eefdm^ tohe^n imjMitiiit 
Mneultml end iodtistrid a It iMOMd' to» Wiv/^hti, 

penfova timt the time had oome wlm the ^ Gemnmeitt ahoiild' deftMttit rei^ 
iti whcde pobcy legaida India’; t|^ relatioiia with fonlgii eoimtriea, and he 
iifged that the Oorernment ihonld tilwjmmediate atone to oonclode trade agiee- 
menti wiA ooantriea like permanf^^ Italy, the U. a A. and Jafiaii. Ewn, 
however, it India’! commercial policy waa modifled in the direction of eneoiaaging 
emrto abroad, Mn Mehta thooght that thmr would not he in a poaition to lain 
inll advantane of auch trade agreements nnleoa the wecta in the grading and 
marketing of the ataple export commoditiea, anch aa linaeed and gronn^nta^ were 
repaired. The Freaident nrged the Central and Provincial Govenimenta to eolleet 
ftatiatical information about the medium-aiaed and minor indnatriea. Ihe proient 
lack of thia information wonld prevent the drawing np of any well thought-ont 
plan regarding the location of new indnatriea and the development cd the exiating 
onea in the country aa a whole. Mr. Mehta alao mentUmed the effofto which 
the Federation baa long been maldng to peranade the Oovernmenta to undertake 
an indnatrial anrvey of the whole country, which would give anthen^ fianree 
relatbig to the mineral wealth aa alao the total volume of raw materiala available 
in each province. 

Mr. Mehta aaid that the commercifd community whole-heartedly aupported 
the aim which the National Planning Committee had in mind, namely, the collection 
of the neoeaaary atatiatical data in order to design a acheme for the development 
of the indnatriea of thia country. Ue was afraid, however, that the qiicatlonnaire 
which the Committee had iaaura, though exhanadve^ waa not likely to^ secure all 
the information necessary for the evolution of a satisfactory plan of industrialisa* 
tion and it appeared to him that the Provincial Government alone were best 
fitted to collect all the data relating to the volume and nature of agricultural 
produce, manufactured articles, mineral resources and the extent of the internal 
market. Mr. Mehta next referred to the ^'growing menace” of the increase of non* 
Indian enterprisea ^behind the shelter of our tariff wall’*. Nearly 17) large 
industrial concerns of non-Indian origin had thna come into existence, i :td the 
whole object of the policy of protection would be defeated unless < the Government 
and legislature took adequate steps to control' this development. 

In cODclnslon. Mr. Mehta dealt with **the new trends in the provincial 
rablic finance which are noticeable in the budgets mepared by the Ministers of 
Finance for the various provinces lor the year IdSlMO” and declared that the 
Indian commercial community was deeply interested in the success of the effints 
of the popular Miniatriea in tackling the question of improving the economic 
oonditions of the masses. Despite the sgreement about the ultimate objective^ 
however, it is possible to have genuine differences about the right means to achieve 
thia. objective. I wonder whether a wholesale and indiscriminate resort to essen- 
tially regressive weapons of taxation like the sales tax on commodities ol general 
consumption, especiiuly cotton textiles, is the right method to achieve the object 
which the Provincial Governments have in view. Buch a tax ia. bound to arrest 
any increase in the par capita consumption of the masees.” He frit that the 
time had oome when the Provinciri Ministries riiould guard against the possibi- 
lity that *’in adopting measures of taxation to bridge the mp between 

income and expenditure, of having recourse to means which are likriy to dry up 
the very sources from which the income flows.” 

The main issue in this country, Mr. Mriita considered, was ^ the precipiUms 
fall in the prices of agricultural produce and to ask the agriculturist to pay more 
for manntoctuied products by- the levy of a sales tax without middng any emKt to 
increase his purchasing oower seemed to be a. wrong approach to the whole problem. 
The Budget proposale of the Provinrial Ministries showed the eventual necessity of 
an annw &>ntoenoe of Finance Ministers, so that greater cMpetuticm mid co- 
ordination of policy between the provinces on the one hand and the Central 
Government' on the otto might be Acnred. If no early efibrt' waa ma^ in j^s 
directicMi, eonfuri<m in. the administration of the prions taxes and pisetiosl diffi- 
coUiM in- inter-pravinciid admihistnition. were bonnd’to oooor. 


BeeeUleu-^IitotASB AaaOAO 

Animponeai leeoIiitioD pcBeed idajed the poeitkin of 

ebned. It oqweiied dev u^«^d alerm >t Oe *etead3; eneioeehiMot ob tba 



M THE FEIWTBD CHAHBEE8 OF OOMlfEBOE ( DBai^ 


limited rigliti oifmd by Indiane in Colonies end dsewbere oateide Indie** end 
conveyed to Hie »Bjee<»*e Qorernment ^thet anleee the righto of Indieoe in Odo- 
aiee md. ebioed ere edisquetely protected, the discontent among Indiene, both et 
home end abroad, cannot but continnonsly increase.** 

The resolution exf>ressed disapi ointment that the Government of India and the 
Burma Government **failed to take satisfactory steps to sah^ard Indian life and 
property ajgainst anti-Indian riots in Burma and urged the appointment of a high 
aon-officim Indian as Agent in Burma and the taking of immediate steps to ensure 
compensation to the victims of anti-Indian riots and the protectioa of life and pro- 
perty and the dvio righto of Indians.** 

Sir Purshxfttamdcia Thakurda$, in moving the resolution, referred to his asso- 
ciation with the problem of Indians abroad during the last twenty years and said 
that never before had he found greater distress and despair among them than now. 
It was time, he declared, to bring home to the Government or India and His 
Ma]estyHi Government that the pdiigr followed during the last last three or four 
years m the colonies with regard to Indians was undermining confidence in the 
Government of India and attachment to the British Empire. Could the Federation 
do anything milder than what was indicated in the resolution ? , he asked. 


Sir Pnrshottamdas Thakurdas dealt with the Kenya Order in Council, and aaid 
that for the Government of India to say that the Order merriy confirmed past ad- 
ministrative practieeb waa as good as asking Indians in Kenya to reconcile themselves 
to the position. After referring^to the position in South Africa in view of the now move 
to segregate Indians farther. Sir Purwottamdas asked if the British Government wish- 
ed to do Justice to Indians who went there to earn a livelihood, or if the Government 
only wanted to give way to some of the Dictators of Europe and their armed 
mi^t ? Sir Puriuiottamdas mentioned two recent incidents, one in America where 
the wife of Mr. Dave had been asked to quit on the ground that in the absence 
ci a treaty of commerce and navigation between India and America, she could not 
be allowed to stay on in America beyond a certain period. The second was the 
mohibition against Indian passengers landing in Manila, where steamers halted, 
ne matter had been remred to Sir Aubrey Metcalfe, who had promised to 

nveau^t^^ I*. Kriahnamaehariar, seconding the resolution, pointed out that the 
positioD of Indians in Burma was not on all fours with thdir position in other 
parts of t^ Empire. He traced the histoiy of Indian emigration to Burma since 
1872, a^ said that, ^ now, nearly a million Indians were in Burma, and they 
had invested ribout Bs. 80 crores there. Now, he continued, further l^slation 
to impose reetrictiona on Indians was on the anvil. The Government of India, he 
declared, rii^d shake themselves from thrir lethargy and see that there was an 
erganim department of the Government of India in Burma which would do all 
that was neeuul to protect Indian life and interests. 

Mr. G. L, Mehta^ supporting the resolution, felt that the idea of Dominion 
Statna had by now become luien to Inmans because, Indians had become foreigners 
in all parts of the British Commonwealth. He reminded the meeting that the 
whMe urge A the national movement in this country had originated from the 
anflMng of Indians in Sonth Africa. As regards the attitude of the British Govern- 
ment, he agreed with the Irishman’s statement that the sun never seta on the 
British Emiaie because the Almighty conld never trust the Englishman in the 

Hoauifihhai Laljee, in a vriiement speech, described himself as one of 
those unfortunate Indians who had been trading abroad. The only help that they 
mid now enpect^ he asserted, was from the Congress Governments in the provinces, 
bemM mittoh Government at the Centre were only trustees for Europeans. 

The resolution was iput to vote and carried. 


LanouR Lboiblatiok nr Provikceb. 

Mh JCtuiturbhai Laibhai next moved a resolution urging the Government of 
India and l3m Provincial Governments to appoint a Board for the co-ordination of 
LdKmr and Social llglslation already undertaken in the provinces and to guide 
fntnM i*^*i**i^ OA' anllcsritt lines thfousdkout the country. 

SemKastoibliM that thetogislation passed was very comprdiensive 

and calcnlated to reaeh ail fiMds of economic activity. But it was essential that 
Ihm ahould be aonie sort d madMnery to co-ordinate all sinfii legtalatlon. beoauM 
the poUtieid denotteatioiia eflbeted la the country could not be made to apply to the 
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eooaonrio Add of aoeivity. He ttnoeed the heed for oo-m^tfohr to prenat artM- 

eU etimalatien or retoedetioa in induattUl ectiTitiee, end meied m 

of the United Btaitee Federd Government to dmw the nrtsent ne^ for -eoHiedinaflah. 

Lola Fadampat fititaJ^aasa, ■econding th« resolution, nn^ the need ior ani- 
formKgr m industrial activity, particularly ia the ddd of Labour leffisla^. It 
was tiie duty of the Oeutral Oovemmenft to see that a Co-ordiustioa Board waa 
oonstitated. fie appealed to the Frbi^oiai Qovammenfe to take the initiattve In 
the matter ia the interests of the pronlees wad Indiau industries. 

Mr. DwrgavraBad K^Man stretod the need for showi^ soma eoiMnderatiOB 
to the iadustrially backward provinces as otherwise giving eflect to the present ze- 
ocdtttion would mean a hadicap to those provinces. 

Mr. G, Somani and Hat Bahadar MohaUa also supported the resolntioii, 
which was carried unanimously. 

OtjauEsrcY Polict CniTfciaBa> 

A number of rceolutlons were put from the chair and carried. These dedaxe 
that the Eighteen Pence Batio is detrimental to the economic interests of India, 
and has been maintained by methods which have been injaiioui to the ooniitvy’s 
real interests ; demand that the Oentral Legislature should be given power to review 
exemptions from income-tax of interest on sterling securities and certain pensions 
as wml as the double taxation relief arrangement between the U. 1C. and India ; 
favour the suggestions of the Reserve Bank of India for reducing the stamp duty 
on inland bills ; urge the development of the refining industry in the country ; ask 
for legislation to regulate the import, manufacture, storage ana sale of drags, medi- 
cines and biological products in order to prevent the sale of inefficient or aoultemted 
or spurious drugs ; urge the desirability of the Govemment of India securing ade- 
quate interest in the Air as well as Bn Plane services so as to have an ewtive 
vdoe in the control, direction and management of these sendees and the promotion 
of the training of Indians for the Air services | demand revision of the constitution 
of the major Port Trusts so as to ensure an adequate majority of Indians on the 
boards and in the administration ; want complete Indianisation of the Imperial 
Bank staff and the stoppage of non-Indian recruitment 

The Federation congratulated the Govemment of Bombay on its decision to 
suppowt Indian insurance companies by placing all insurance controlled by them 
with Indigenous companies only and urges other Provincial Oovemments to follow 
the example. 

The Fbde&atioe Coestitutiov 

The best part of the after-lunch sitting of the Federation was mupied in a 
lull dress debate on an amendment to the constitution of the Federation moved by 
Mr. •/. C. Betalvad, who sought to give a vote to each of the four delegates repre- 
aentlng a member-body instm of the existing provision which gave the right to 
vote to only one of the representatives from each body. Over a doxen sueaken^ 
induing Measm D. P. Khaitan, J. 0. Setalvad. Thakkar, Bimtanra, KriMmama- 
Qii u n l lal B. Mchta, partidpated, in the discussion. The amendment 
wae rejected by 35 votee to 11. 

INDUSTEUL BeLF-BUFFICIENCT 


Earlier, the meeting accepted Lala Bhri Barn’s resoluticm lelating to fis^ 
pdiey. The reeolution recommended that as the pmo of Indian industnaliMtion 
u^ the policy of discriminating^ protection h^ fiuled to satisfy IndiM opii^, 
the Government of India should adopt a more dynamic and active policy of full- 
fledged protection for industries under tractive wmtrol and managemjmtof ^ 
uSniOs Ot the country, huviiig for its object tte achievciiient of induetii d edf » 
eoffleitiicy irithin u rcMOMfblc period cl tfme. It opined that the Gotot- 

nent shoold protection not merdy to en in foat i ndn^, bat a ho Mneiiler 
the q^Mdion m grantinK protection with a vlwr to helpins tly rety 
of a BOW induelry whiA ooold not oqianieed omng to flic hcatant and dfletogr 


iIm iiiociiifal otti^enie of tlia foheiiie* Ho neeting at tUt itage adjoumed till tho 
iMKidaj. 

BeooiiA im 

Tbapb Pact WITH FOKMoir Gouvn 
Padiimtite of Indian Chambam of Oommeroe and Indnatry taiamad 
ita alUbi^; oo.m next day, tbe Agrtl 1§8». Sir PursMtamdoi Thakurda$ 
rntmi a ieaolutloit rdating. to tnule treatlaa with foreign ooontriea. 

, The iciolu^ roitanSed the* Foderadbn^f view that the Government of 
India ahonld immediately take atepa to. conclude a treaty of commerce and 
navigation' with the United Statca of America and trade treaties with foreign 
eoaotriei|. in oonsnltation with reinresentativea of Indian Commerce. 

Moving the vesoiution, 8lr Purahottamdas dwelt at length on the position 
of mpresentatives of Indm Commerce as Un-offlcdal Advisers during the 
Indo-InitiBh Trade nmtiationai He paid a glowing tribute to the capacity and 
oordiidity of Sir Ml. Zafmllah Khan nntil the eubmission of the fourteenth 
and laat report of the Unofficial Advisers. 

Proceeding, Sir Parmhottamdas. said: admire him and wish to say that 

he acted as a* nonoffidal though he was an official;. But who does not know his 
limitaBons ss a Membee of the Bxesntive Council T** 

The Unofficial Advisees^, he coniinnedt when they reached London were 
diadnetly given to undhrstand that if India desired a trade treaty with the 
Uhited Kingdom, it could only- be possible if Lancashire was satisfied. He 
challBBflBd auddst Geests lha stetement that the Indian Unofficial Advisers’ 
vision' Imil. been vitiated, by political* eonsiilerationa. He asserted that,, all 
thsoug^ they had home in nund carefnliy that they were only concerned with 
economic and commercial consideisdona. If they wanted to venture into the 
realms of pditiosi certainly Sir Edward Benthall would have protested and 
expressed hiis. disagreement On the other hand. Sir Edward was in agreement 
with them on the fundameiitel yrIncipleB. The Government he proceeded, had no 
doubt aooepted the tmoadi outHnea. of their recommendations^ but h|s grievance 
was that they had fouled the firid before the recommendatione came up before 
the legislatureb by the: advantage el three tO' four pet cent dveu to lionoasbire 
in the mm of the additbnal eotton impart., duty; It was clw proof of the 
fact that the Govemment did not. want m trade treaty to go throngh nnless 
the dice waa loaded againal Indian By this the Govemment had granted 
through the back door, under the guise of squarring the budget^ the mwmiim 
demanda of Lancashire. 

Seeonding the resohitioa,. Mr.. G. L. JfkMa referred to India’s foreign 
trade and pointed out that now the reports of Indian Trade CommMoneie 
of late made depressed reading. While in European countries the policy in 
respect of lorrign trade was considered very hnpertaat foreign diplomacy,, the 
Government of India had no pcdicy at alL Hie whole inadiinery or the 
Government had been directed towards plaeatmg Laneaehire and the Government’s 
refusal to take up any other qnestions reminded him of the Scotdinum who 
was driaying the pnrriiase of the map oi Europe until Hitler had settled all 
Eniopem bonndaries (Lau^ter). 

The* resoluUon, whfoh wps snpportedby Baidar P. B. Soikham, waa carried 
nnsnlmounlj 


Tbi Cohtbol Bvl» 


Hib maeting p M i e di « ‘fwolntion, mored bjr Mr. Akhil- Chandra Jhdta 
and inecndri Mr. C, B. Gho$h, cximHing mve eoneam at the auunar 

ia wMdi ladiaa w Oontrol Bnlee have been notified bj the Oential Ooveniinent, 
and ataiiag thrt tiw ndee teqidre immediate revieion in tenae of rqneeeatathm 
awde by tha Zadiaa Planting eommnnity and by Indiu Oommocial inteieeta 
ingeaaiaL 


t; ~ If 

neolstiea af ^ila lBdo»Britieh trade agreement imt fknm tte Ghalti 
. . 11 m Feda wti qi ft i warm tfaanke to tha Mon-Ofiielal Advieeia, and while 
fMag eappoct to Hub ngammendetione in the mejenity npoiti etnmidy eendemned 
ne eition el tiM ^kmnaHnt ef India in dreamveatiiw tim renemmennatiwia 
ol tiha Moii'-Ofleial Adfiaaoi dbaotiy and iadinetly, am in ovontidteg tha eleac 




no€iEroi]sc|B m 

. :b|jr agKiint ikie tn4» ttasty at. pnmMd;^^ ni* 

hm aivniiwd tbr oaa<iletion Hut aaf ttradfe tma» liBpoM liiiii IMia 

^ aMiei ot bw aconditad* lepnaantatireli eonla only eaUwgar <ba 
nhtiboa Betwaan tka- twa aoontiiai, a^ traraed <ka O oVa t n iaeat of Indb agafaiat 
yaniatiiiK fa gdvfag efbst to the- Agjceenaat in Ua preiant Conn. 

IS XinnAS 

Ihe nest laaohitHn. idatod to m atoaBlUimant. of iioB»EidIaB eoncena in 

■ ■■ ■ 

The zQSolQtion leoommendat na c<»!ipahy flioiild' lie illowefto be. 
xeeiitmd: io Indie unleM k fane e mpea eapitaJv at leaat two*-thirdv ol Ifie 
iiuoieholdaip k xestiinted ta IndUia nationait, at least two-thitds of tl«' 
dbrninant oeotrd and effsekfe vdneitt management is far indiaa' hands in: 
tfaelr own and thet fat the ease of uidnslHdes tim antiiw 

suuiaeement axe lestvioted te Indian nationals onW 

SUa (7a Setahraif, who moved tfit xesokithxn, doeliDridthat k was of-nmaaidiuit 
fanportanee that the profits, penMiskfle sad Ihe fnutS' of onv pdlkf el iiidhs- 
trialkatioti s&outd go ta tfaesons of the sdd- After aH. titeve was no luis fat devefop&ng 
indostvies in the coanfay behind a tariff wall if the benefits ot sndi fardnstriafimoa 
were to be enjoyed by those who had no permanent stake iii' the country, and if 
wealth ecmsciiaent en suoh a mdicy was meant to be taken outride InoSso Fdrrign 
ea|»fad was flowing in and fairrigu companies were establiahfam subsidiary oompanleifc 
The right of the SCtate to restrict. rq^Ute and even pioluGn rim entry ei non«- 
narionau into certain brao<diee of the econonxfe life of the narion must be TecogmsedL 

Mr* Madhwlat BKatt, seconding the lesolutioer, pointed out ttiat these non- 
Indian concerns were stultifying the lecommendatiee* of the TSaaeiif Bontds and 
ousting Indian industries from riie home market Indk thus waa the happy* 
hnnriiig ground of foxrign exploiters* 

Dnsfr LnanLATtoir 

The raolutioB on debt legjtelarioD, moved ^ Lola Bari Skaakar Bagla^ waa 
keenly Mated* The xeaoluticm express^ the opinion that no legiilatieii desigpM to 
give relim to the agriculturiata riionld be enacted in any of ue provinces so as 
to extend laeilkies to othere in reducing their liability fcvoommerdal ddbts; 
and where each legielarioa already exists., as in ttie esse of IJ. F. the 
Eoeumbored iSstates Act and the IT. F. Agridutarista Belief Act, the Frovincial 
Oovemmentsi should immediately amend the law so as to withdraw such fiscQitica* 
The lesolixtiofi aleo asked itUer alia ior amendment of the existing debt legfadation 
so that persons whose total income from agrioultnre is smaller than ftmu other 
sources riionld not be given any advantage under riie Acts. 

Mr. Barida^ Loljm suggested that eonsideration of the resolution riiouM be 
postponed pending the dbtauung of the necessary information from the diiAmt 
members, 

Mr. T. F. Kriihnamaehariar, opporing the resolurion, .urged that it would 
be wiser to discuss the whole question with representatives of the Frovincial 
(3ovemments concerned. He felt that the resdlution was premature^ and ought to 
have been on more gsenetal lines faistesd of referring to legislations in one <» two 
provinces. 

Bnpporring the resolution Jfr. BegraJ Cluvta said that the use of the legisla- 
rive power in the manner would not o^eve the desired resnlt The xeiolatlon was 
eanied hj 25 votes to ft 

Silk IxnmrrxY nr India 

The parloos condiUon of the Silk industry and the need- for riie Government 
of India lelearing the Tariff Board's rqmrt on it formed the subject of a resolution 
moved by Mr. 2). J^. 8§». It wss supi^rted by Bao Saheb (7. jST. Bao and catxied. 

India’s Minor Indubxrinb 

A resolution moved by Mr,. D, H, Ben urged the Government ol InM to take 
up lurtifn the enquiry into the porition of minor hidnstnes in the 

ooimtry^ which/ Mving been initiated was latp on snspended two years back on 
the jiM F>dces of Japanese manufactures had gone np. 

Mr. a. B. Bhdk snppo^ the resoluM. . ^ . 

A resdlution dealiDg with inter-provindal barriers and the need for uuifinmity 
fal enolse datieSk moved by Rajratna Beth B, D, Amin, waa carried. 


{ <bu«innrii-* 
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r BiLT MAircFA<»n»B 

Jfr* LaJ[/^ then moved n leioliitkm nrgfng the Government <d ladlg 

to 4ihe immediate aCiqiNi to save the Indian ealt industry from ruinaiion and aafe- 
gnard the fmporting firovitices againet the dangers of a salt famine by imme- 
diatdy fotepoeHiff an etadiUonal import duty on loreign eali at an adequate rote for 
an amnate period. 

Tt$ feeAution ires seconded by Mr. Mohdtta and carried nnaniamusly. 

IffATioiTAL Biitmifro A OvnasBAfl Teadb 

Ihe ket neselntion expressed deep eonoeni at the policy cl otter ineeiion on 
the mrt of the (Soverament of India to do Anything to help the entrance and ex- 
panaum of asdkmal shaping in the overeefui trade, and urged the Government of 
India to take early and effective steps for seearing carriage S a substantial portion 
of the overseas cargo trade and passenger traffic for shipping owned, controlled and 
BUUMged bv the natiottals of this oountrv. 

™ resolatioii. which was moved by Mr. G. L. Mehta and seconded by MK 

JiThostofi, also expressed grave concern at the crushing rate-war waged by tiie 
British vested ehij^ng interests against the Bdndia Company in the Uaj service. 

The meeting at this stage concluded with a vote of thanks to the retiring 
Pmrident and to the delegates present 


The Indian Chamber of Commerce 

Thirteenth'SeMion— Calcutta— 27th. Februarjr 1939 

the Presldeatfal Address 

Preriding over the thirteenth annul general meeting of the Indian Chamber 
of Commerce, Calcutta, on the 27lli. Febnmry 19S9, Bir Ardeahir DalaLUtie 
Ftesident of the Chamber, advocated a policy of caution with regard to the efforts 
of the Congrera Governments to bring about .prohibition, in view of its far-reaching 
duancial implications. 

^The eradication of the drink evil requires sustained moral and social effort 
over a long period of time**, said Sir Arcleshir, '*and if an attempt is made to bring 
about the result in such a short siAce of time as two or three years, crores of public 
revenue; so urgently needed for every form of nation-building activities, are sacri- 
ficed and extraordinary heavy burdens imposed on the prople. The financial 
stroctore of the province may suffer a shock from which it will find itself difficult 
to recover. Modmation in the suppresuon of drink ia as necessary as moderation 
In ita consumption.” 

Bir Ardeshir appreciated the manner in whidi the different Provincial Govern- 
ments had initiated measures lor the amdioration of the condition of the poorer 
He—— bat founded a note of warning against undue haste in under-taking measures 
a kr-reidiing social and economic importance. He referred in this connection to 
the Money hmm BQl which, the Government of Bengal have brought forward 
and atttM that tinf Bill, aa modlM by the Bdect Committee, seemednot only to 
contravene aome of the pfovisions of the existing acts, but was also highly ddri- 
mcntal to the genml interests of badness in the mr-xeodiing acopeof its pfovisions. 

Tbs speaker icfaried to the diortdghted view taken hy some of the older 
mannfsetiinag eoantries el the West that the preaent eflbrta of India to devdop 
her indnatiies wie n menace to tiidr trade. He zefuted the eignment tiiet Indnetria- 
Baelion In India was likdy to lead to a aeriona clash of Intersata with amdeoltmal 
atementa or to a eiiais in India’s finsnees. To have a mote reliable ana aasored 
home market lor thdr prodnete wae oerteinly mors In the interosts of the egricol- 
toristi themsdves than an ehnost opmideto dependence upon the intemationsl 
BUffiet whioh halt it M heooiM a veiy nnoertain and nmaliable laeter. The 
etendard ol living of mi ladlea peofde waa low at present and the addevement 
of n moN balan^ mmmf and nwramed indnatriatisation wonld lead in the long 
mn \d mpansiim of wedtii inctiaia te India*! eonaitBqption and in oonaeqiWBc^ 
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hm inteniftkiooid trade. With a hkhdr ttaii4«rd oi living, India was bound to 
mxelm and consamo more goooi and of a more varied character than she had 
done in the past. 

Beferring to the imperaUve need of assisting and enconraging the 
growth of uidian shipping, Bir Ardesbir Dalai statea that commeiciid agree- 
ments with other oonntnes IBm Great Britain and Japan rikould provide 
eioenent opportnnitieB for seenring the expahnon of Indian shipping in the 
overseas trade of the conntry. Wlm Mtlsh shipping, which was one of the oldest 
and most powerful indnstries in the WHd , had been receiving the support cl its 
Government and the country, an inciid^t industry in India was surely entitled to 
receive adequate recognition of its claims, especially because national shipping was 
a vital factor in any scheme of national defence. He welcomed the ooncluinon of 
the volutary agreement among the jute mills in Bengal and envisaged more stable 
and protpetons conditions for the jute industry. 

Bir Ardeslur also referred to other important matters concerning the mercan- 
tile community of India such as making further provision for safety in coal 
mines by sand stowing, the necessity of eany legislation for the control of adultem- 
ted drugs and the present unfortunate situation created in Burma with regard to 
the relations between Indians and Burmsns. He tuned that effective steps should 
be taken by the Government of India to see that Indian life and property in 
Burma were adequately protected and advocated a conference of representatives of 
the Indian mercantile commnnity in India and in Burma in order to review the 
whole question relating to the regulation of trade between the two countries. 


The Andhra Chamber of Commerce 

Aamial Setuon— Madras— 29th. April 1939 

The Presidential Address 

**We rocogiiise the nccesBity of more revenue for the Government. But the 
Tobacco tax is expected to yield tlie treasury neaily a crorc and haif of Tur>ces. I 
appe^ to the Prime Minister, therefore, not to estrange the Indian business com- 
munity and to find out a via media by fixing the mte of Uie tax (Bales Tax) at 
ono-fourth of one per cent. If there Is need for additional money, let him* increase 
the rate to half cent in the next financial ycai'^’, observed the bon. Mr. 
Narayandas Oirttkardae, President of the Andhra Chamber of Commerce, speaking 
Sit the annual meeting of the Chamber held oa the 2l*llL April 1099 at the Chamber 
premises^ Madras. 

Mr* Vavilla Venkateswaralu Sastrulu pieseuted the annual report and the 
audited ataiement of acioantB. 

The hem. Mr. Narayandas Girdhardas then addressed the meeting. He referred 
to increase in the membership of the Chamber inspite of the raising of the 
cntnuice fee and the part it played in the politico-economic life of the country and 
hoped that the Chamber wouitl, in the next year, outstrip its record of work for the 
pim yeat. Mr. Girdhardas next referred to the international situation and said 

**lf another war breaks out^ to us in India, it is largely a question of choosing 
between evils. We can have no doubt that our veteran leader, Mahatma Gandhi, 
will give us the right 1^ at the critical moment and that the peoi>le will loyally 
abide by bis advice”. 

Tinaing to the political situation in India, the President said, **we find that 
Bfitiab statemen are marking time and are in no mood to make an immediate 
decision as to whether Federation should be imposed or not. The recent amend- 
ments to the Government of India Act arc calculated to further whittle down 
provindal autonomy. 

**To us what is ofaramediate and lasting interest Is the formation of an 
Andhra Province. The Secretary of State for India has thought it fit to veto the 
proposal snbmitted by the Madras Government. But the matter cannot be allowed 
to rest there. 1 would suggest that the members from the Tclugu-speaking districts 
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III Bit local kgicittitie tboold lit iiiforintlly tmt ragiilarly dnviog every > Ittddtllfi 
itiiton 10 as to keep the Andhm demand eonetattily in the mind oC the pnblie. 

Hm lado*Britiah Trade Agreement^ the Preeldmt continued, lufficmtly bed in 
ttaeUi could Derer be aooeptable to the tndian commmuial community, coming m it 
did on top of the doubling of the duty On mr cotton. The pact no doubt baa 
become an aooOmplIahed fact ai n reault of the cctUfioation of the Oovemor-Oenerd* 
But in all eonacienoe I want to aak you what in eaaenre ia the i^foenoe * 


tUi act of the Qbvemmeiit and the policy of Germany in fordng Bumania to give 
ecQiionifi oonceMdona to her, of whidi we nave beard ao much laldy. 

**ADother important ibctor to which I would like to draw your attention ia the 
nadnel abendoninent of the policy of diacriminadnie protection to Which In^ hea 
Men oommitted lor a Umg number of yeara. The Tariff Board itadf had reoom* 
mended, lower ratea of duty in rcapect d lugar, paper and magueaium chloride 
ittdnatiiec. But the Qoveniment have further iwuced the dutiee aa well aa the 
period protectiou ezoOpt in the caae of magneaium diloride. Evidently Bie 
Government laid greater emphaaia upon the word ”diacriminaUng” tlan ^jprotecthm’’ 
in that bleaaed pluaae '‘dtecriminating protection.^ 

Frooeeding. Bir, Girdhardaa aaid : **We in thia |»e 8 iden <7 have been more 
agitated by tbe local Govemment’a propoaal to levy a lalea tax than by nny other 
factor. It ia regrettable to note ithat the agitation for and agaiuat tM jneatnie k 
eamkd on with .unooncealed bittehieaa. 1 .deprecate the aaoptkn Of n defiant 
■attitude on either .aide. Though 'Oonpeea Goverumenta >ainoe .ibev came to power 
have neft done anyttiiug aanilidendile (to in^wove the trade and Induatriea U the 
country, ere must oB be grakhil to the Oongreaa lor the unqualified eupport which 
it laa #vea lor jnotection to Indian induatriea aa a leault of which phenomena 
INPOgieaa baa been made in many induateka. But taxation jneaaurea have come in 
fgkk attceeanoa. Betrd, deotridiy* tobacco .aind entertainmenta have aiieedy been 
amrlly taxed and I am auae our S^rime Minkter w9l appreciate the diffimdty which 
the Inman hudneaa community will have to ejmedenoe as a jreault of hdng called 
upon to mdm huge aaeriftcea .a& Of a auddeu. We xeoogniae the neceiaity of more 
fevenne for the Gowameiil But the tobaeco tax eipected to ykfid the treeaury 
nemly a crore and helf of ciipem. I appeal to the Psbne Hibiater theiaioce not to 
eatrange the InBan bnfuneaa commukiity and to find out a eta wqdia by fimng the 
the rate of the tax at one^loiirjih Of one par cent II there ia need lor additional 
moaey, let him increaee the rate to half per cent In the next financial year. But 
let ban not wound the pride cf the huNneae community by aticking to air gnna. 


**Aa for mbibirion, I am of the opinion^ that the pace ahould not be forced. 
There k no Mutica in prohibition and arhea it k remembared that no other country 
in tbe world, not even Soviet Buaaia where it k aaid that there k no exploitation 
of any kind, haa attemnted to enforce complete profaibitaon. 1 think I may be 
papkined lor eoggortiog that dm Gongreaa Goveinmenta may be a bit more cautiaua 
la iatrodudDg piwbition. 

''Before 1 eooeladei I want to inkr to two iSbkwffL We have not heard of late 
ahont the aodvitka of the National Planning Gommittee. I am pmicularly keen on 
the atartkig of an aatomobUe indartry ia the country. What with anodier war, 
the need lor motor vchieka and aeroplanea will be gnat\ and I fed that pxopwly 
mganiaed we cm export tbeee gooda to other eoontriee. 

do not bdkve in die paaderii^ to labour with a view to placate it, 

lavonred fay aome govemmenta. I doubt if thm axe any better empbyera in the 
world than the Tata Iran and Sted Company. The boycott of the centenary 
eddnadone of the birth of the . fonnder of the Tata houae by fhe^workera due to 
iome bBaginary grievanoe filk me with deanatr tegardiog the luture 'of trade union- 
km in the ooimbry. Ap^ fraaq tfak, I mink that Indian induatry k not in a 
podtion to bear any additional burden in the ahape of labour leig^alation.’* 


The Punjab Chamber of Commerce 

Annual Setsion--Nmr DeIlii--14tb, April 1939 

The IMiiiittel Addrese 

The annual i^cneral mooting id tlte Punjab Chamber of Commerce was held 
on the lltit. April 1939 at Xcw iJclhi. Mr. K. F. Gary presided and Mr. E. if. 
Jenkins, Chief Commissioner of Delhi, was present by si^^inl invitation. After the 
annual re|x>rt and accounts luul been adopted, Mr. Gray and the Chief Com- 
missioner of Delhi addressed the mooting. 

Mr. Grey, in the course of lik luidrcss, referred to the Iiido-Bntish Trade 
Agreement and said : ‘^Thc rtucstion still apficars to me to be quite simple in its 
essential liiicaniciits. It was not merely a question Of what India was askeil to 
give. It was also a question of whiit India got in return and this wus .apfwiably 
more. The ol)j<H*t of the Agrcoinciit .was to jirovidc, in the riU(*crtain |H)!itical and 
econoniio conditions of the world, a lictter basis ior basinesa, hjr assuring *.to the 
two countries a market outlet for .cauh other’s prodiutts. 'Tiic ways of t)ic legklgtiure 
are inscrutable to us, mere businossineii, \Vho are mot ^rilso pdlltieians. TJio Ancc- 
ment seems to have bceu 'OvorBhadow<Hl bv rthe cotton mvt. For, in that India 
has been asked to give something, but for the something enc gives on cotton piece- 
goods, die is assured a much better market for her ir»w cotton .and ‘COiicesmbns in 
other Hnes. And whait is she asked to give f 

*'Lnncashiro eximrtad last jear 225 jqilHon yards ef cloth, as against about 
3j000 miinoa years ago. Indian mills proihieeil last year over four tihonsand 
miUiicm yards and hanadooms IjHOO yards, altogether meaidy^ 5.500 million yards. 
Does It mutter much to them wlietlicr the LRUcashtre quota is ^5 niillianB er 350 
millions, namely 4 [xw cent or C per cotrt of Iindian ^mnmiptioii ? At any rate, I, 
for one, am very glad that the question is scttlciL For two years now we, ijn}ior« 
ters, have liad this ditty iNxluctioii hniigiiig ON'er onx heads. , Many dealors have left 
goods lying in Imnd for twelve months and this has npset trade tremendously. If 
the Govcnimcnt had stated tluit they would not reduce dnty at all a year ago, I 
vcntuie to buy that last ycai-^s trade would have been far greater. The nncortidnty 
of enstoms duty ui^s trade more than anything and Ikis iii>settmg has been a 
Bctbacdc to the exfjort of cotton itself**. 

]iir. Gray tlien examined tltc taxation proi^osals of ^e Punjab Government 
Tie said that a sales tax was more an emergency measure of taxation such as 
might be institnterl in the c.nse of war aiWl could not he regarded as a normal fea- 
tiiie of a budget. ITe claimcil that the sales tax on motor spirit would onente 
Ot^pressivcly and would mean iiicreasod tniusjX)rt charges for the xumi population 
of die Punjab. 

Ilj:«onrrioxs 

Mr. U. N. Sen tlicn moved the following I'csolutioii 

“qiiis Chamber pla<t!s on reconl its ilccp appreciation of tlic services rendered 
by ^Ir. V. F. Gray, both as a member and President of the Chamber in funding 
its interests.'* 

In doing so, Mr. Sen said that he did not like to let the occasion pass 
without publicly rccoixling tlic services rendered by Mr. Gray to the Ihinj^ 
Chamber of Commerce anil to the coramemal community of Dcllii, lx>th Indian 
and Enro|Xjan. Mr. tifcn felt glad that Mr. Gray would not totally sever his 
connci'tious with Delhi and India, hut would be visiting bis old friends every 
cold w’cathcr. 

llai Bahadur P. ]\ruk1icr}i sci'ondcd the resolution and said that the Punjab 
Chanilicr of Cniuniorcc owed its present iKwition mostly to ]Mr. Gray's uutiring 
energy. Uis services would always be rcmembcrcil by the Chapibcr. 







